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PREFACE. 


THIS  Volume  contains  the  princi- 
pal Events  of  the  mod  remarkable 
Reign  in  the  Hiftory  of  France, 
even  without  excepting  that  of  Charles 
VII.  We  fee  here  one  of  the  rnoft  power- 
ful Monarchies  of  Europe,  very  near  fall- 
ing under  a  foreign  Domination,  or  of 
being  difmember'd,  to  fatiate  the  Ambi- 
tion of  feveral  private  Perfons,  more 
through  his  Negligence  who  governed, 
who  took  no  meafures  to  prevent  the  am- 
bitious Defigns  of  a  Houfe,  which  had 
fworn  his  Ruin,  and  the  Royal  Family's, 
than  through  any  other  Caufe.  To  ex- 
plain this,  we  muft  obferve,  that  foon  af- 
ter Henry  Ill's  Acceflion  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  the  Kingdom  was  divided  into 
three  Parties.  i°.  The  Duke  of  Guife  and 
all  the  Princes  of  his  Houfe.  2°.  The 
King.  30.  The  King  of  Navarre.  The 
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fh-ft  was  the  grcateit;  one  cannot  deny  its 
being  a  Member  of  that  monftrous  Body 
which  was  formed  in  Europe,  by  the  Junc- 
tion of  all  the  Catholick  Powers  united  to- 
gether under  the  Pope's  Authority,  in  order 
to  extirpate  the  Proteftants,  and  Reform- 
ed, and  to  take  away  their  very  Name  from 
the  face  of  the  Earth,  had  it  been  pofliblc. 
There  were  in  France  of  this  Party,  the 
Dukes  of  Mayenne,  Aumale,  Elbmif,  and 
Mercmir,  with  a  numerous  Train  of  Lords, 
who  for  different  Reafonsfollowcdthe  Duke 
of  Guifes  Fortune;  a  great  number  of  Pre- 
lates illuftriousfor  their  Birth,  as  well  as  for 
their  Dignities,  the  Cardinals  of  Bourbon, 
of  Lorrain,    of  Guife,  of  Joyeufe,  &c. 
The  Archbifhops  of  Lyons,  of  Thouloufe, 
of  Bourdeaux,   of  Sens,  of  Roiien,    &c. 
Many  Bifhops,    molt  of  the  Secular,  and 
Regular  Orders,  not  to  mention  Swarms 
ofPrieits,    and  Preachers,  who  were  the 
Trumpeters  of  Rebellion.    There  were  Par- 
liaments, fuch  as  thofe  of  cParis,  of  Thou- 
loufe,   of  Ttijon,    and  others,    which  al- 
though they  had  not  acted  lb  openly,  bore 
the  Reformed  no  left  ill-will  than  the  reft, 
but  were  retrained  for  fear  of  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  Provinces,  who  remain'd  fted- 
faft   in  their  Duty.     This  Patty    was  alfo 
the  greater  becaufe   it  was  formed  among 
the  Catholicks,  who  were  much  more  nu- 
merous in  France  than  the  Reformed  5  and 
although  they  were  not  all  of  the  League 
in  every  thing,  they  nevcrthelefs  agreed  as 
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to  this  Point,  viz.  the  Prefervation  of 
their  Religion.  And  as  that  was  the  Pre- 
tence under  which  the  Chiefs  of  that  Party 
conceal'd  their  pernicious  Deiigns,  by  this 
means  it  was,  that  they  found  it  fo  eafy  a 
matter  to  impofe  upon  fo  many  Provinces, 
and  Cities  5  there  being  nothing,  generally 
{peaking,  which  touches  Men  fo  nearly  as 
Religion,  for  the  Prefervation  of  which, 
they  are  always'  ready  to  make  the  greater!: 
Sacrifices,  and  to  carry  things  to  the  great- 
eft  Extremities. 

The  fecond  Party  was  the  King's,  which, 
it  is  true,  was  the  moft  lawful,  fince  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  he  was  the  law- 
ful PofleiTor  of  the  Crown,  but  this  Party 
was  the  weakeft.  I  °.  Becaufe  of  the  Lazinefs 
of  its  Chief,  and  other  fcandalous  Vices ; 
inftead  of  being  acfive,  watchful,  firm,  cou- 
ragious,  magnanimous,  Henry  lov'd  Idle- 
nefs,  Sloth,  was  without  Rcfolution  and 
Firmnefs,  fearful  even  to  Stupidity,  not 
daring  to  undertake  any  thing,  and  on 
whom  on  the  contrary,  every  body  might 
boldly  form  Pretences;  fuch  a  one  in  a 
Word,  that  he  feemed  to  have  been  rais'd 
to  the  Crown,  only  to  convince  the  whole 
World,  that  of  all  Princes  he  was  the  molt 
unworthy  to  wear  it.  2°.  Having  no 
Children,  and  by  his  diforderly  Life  hav- 
ing render'd  himfelf  uncap  able  to  have  any, 
they  were  accuftom'd  to  look  upon  him  as 
the  fetting  Sun  of  his  Kingdom ;  Debates 
were  rais'd  about  his  Succcilion,  when  he 
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had  fcarcc  reach'd  the  Age  of  being  Father. 
It  was  by  bearing  fuch  Indignities,  that  he 
ruin'd  himfclf.  His  Weaknefs  was* fuch, 
as  made  People  afham'd  to  declare  for  him, 
and  for  that  reafon  he  was  contemned  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  30.  His  Cowardife 
and  Pufillanimity  were  fo  great  and  fo  well 
known,  that  he  was  not  fure  even  of  any  of 
thofe  whom  he  thought  were  of  his  Party, 
becaufe  nobody  dar'd  to  rely  upon  him  5 
they  fear  d  to  declare  for  him  again!!  his 
Enemies,  becaufe  that  he  himfelf  dreaded 
thofe  who  dcclar'd  againft  him,  and  durft 
fcarce  complain  thereof.  A  King  that 
fhews  that  he  is  afraid  of  any  body  in  his 
Kingdom,  that  there  is  fome  body  greater 
than  himfelf,  fuch  a  King  lofes  all  his  Ma- 
jefty,  he  is  no  longer  good  for  any  thing, 
and  it  is  very  natural  to  run  to  the  greateft. 
If  we  cannot  be  free,  we  would  at  leaft 
have  but  one  Mafter.  And  if  that  Matter 
has  one  greater  than  himfelf,  we  immedi- 
ately leave  the  firft,  and  go  over  to  thelaft. 

The  third  Party  was  the  King  of  Na- 
njarres,  compos'd  of  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
of  almofl:  all  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  al- 
though Catholick,  of  all  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  France,  of  the  'Politicians 
headed  by  the  Duke  ofMontmorancy.  This 
Party  was  certainly  the  mod  juft ;  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Civil  Wars  witnefieth  this ; 
they  were  only  on  thedefcnfive,  and  Defence 
is  juft  and  natural  in  the  Cafe  and  Circum- 
ftanccs  of  thofe  of  that  Party.     But  they 
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defended  themfelves  after  fuch  a  manner, 
that  forgetting  all  the  juft  Reafons  they 
had  to  complain,  they  always  made  it  a 
point  of  Confcience  not  to  attack  the  King 
while  he  was  bulled  elfewhcre,  and  was  ob- 
liged to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  League  ; 
and  even  though  they  did  not  doubt  but 
that  if  the  King  and  the  League  mould 
once  agree  together,  they  would  unite 
their  Forces,  in  order  to  reprefs  them. 
They  did  not  rtop  here;  but,  whenever 
they  could,  they  OfFer'd  the  King  their 
Services,  to  help  him  to  recover  his  Au- 
thority againft  his  Enemies,  being  ready 
to  fubmit  afterwards  to  any  Condi- 
tions of  Peace  which  his  Majefty  would 
pleafe  to  grant  them,  provided  only  that 
they  mould  enjoy  a  full  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience. What  could  be  more  juft?  Now 
We  add  nothing  to  the  Truth;  Thitanus 
may  be  conmlted  upon  the  feven  or  eight 
laft  Years  of  Henry  III.  and  after  fuch  a 
Teftimony,  what  can  one  think  of  thofe 
Hiftorians  who  through  Ignorance,  or 
through  too  great  Credulity,  or  Malice* 
have  accufcd  this  Party  with  aiming  at  the 
Regal  Authority,  and  endeavouring  its  De- 
ftruction. 

This  Party  was  not  only  the  moft  juft  in 
itfelf,  but  it  was  alio  the  fafeft,  whether 
regard  be  had  to  its  Chief,  the  firft  Prince 
of  the  Blood,  the  Preemptive  Heir  to  the 
Crown,  a  Prince  endued  with  great  Wif- 
dom  and  Courage,  whether  regard  be  had 
A  4  to 
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to  its  Members  united  together  by  the 
Bonds  of  Confcience,  of  the  fame  Religion, 
of  the  lame  Intereft,  and  all  firmly  con- 
vinced of  the  Goodnefs  and  Juftice  of  their 
Caule  ;  whether,  laftly,  regard  be  had  to  the 
different  Tryals  they  had  undergone  for  fo 
long  a  time,  and  which  had  lb  harden'd 
them  againft  Perfccutions  and  Sufferings, 
that  it  was  morally  impoflible  to  deftroy 
them,  without  the  Kingdom  being  over- 
whelmed in  their  Ruin. 

If  the  King  had  atted  as  a  Father  to  his 
People,  if  he  had  follow'd  the  Rules   of 
true  Policy,  knowing  that  it  was  impofli- 
ble for  him  to  deftroy  that  Party  by  Force 
and  Violence,  he  would  have  follow'd  the 
wife  and  prudent  Advice   given   him  by 
the  Emperor,  and  the  Venetians,  upon  his 
Return  from  'Poland-?    he    would    have 
granted  them  Peace,  and  that  precious  Li- 
berty of  Confcience  which  had  already  oc- 
cafion'd  lb  much  Bloodfhed  on  both  fides, 
(free  for  him  to  refule  them  all  otherFavours) 
he  would   have  made  ufe  of  his  Autho- 
rity to  caule  the  Edi&  which  he  would  have 
granted  for  that  purpole  to  be  faithfully  ob- 
lcrvcd  5  and  ought  he  to  have  been  beholden 
for  it  to  their  Fidelity  and  uncorruptcd  Af- 
fection for  his  Perfon,    he  would  have  ac- 
cepted their  Offers  of  Services,  lb  often  re- 
newed, to  fupprefs  the  Infolence  and  Au- 
dacioufnefsof  the  ambitious  Dilturbersofthc 
publick  Tranquillity,  had  he  not  been  able 
to  bring  it  about  by  other  Means.     He  was 
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fenfible  of  thefe  Truths,  and  would  have 
made  amends  for  his  Faults,  but  too  late 
for  his  own  good,  and  that  of  all  France. 

It  appears  by  what  we  have  above  faid, 
that  although  this  Party  was  not  the  great- 
eft  by  its  Number,  it  was  neverthelefs  the 
mod  powerful  of  the  three;  the  Quality, 
and  Character  of  its  Chief,   the  Circumftan- 
ces  of  the  Members,  and  cfpecially  the  great 
Advantages   they  gain'd'  under;  this  Reign, 
are,  methinks,  uncontestable  Proofs  of  this , 
Though  they  were  inferiour  in  Number  to 
the  Catholicks,  it  is  neverthelefs  true  that 
having  all  the  fame  End  in  view,  viz,  to 
maintain  Liberty  of  Confcience,  they  were 
(Irons  enough  to  withstand  all  their  Ad- 
verfaries  Efforts,  who  had  different  Views, 
and  aim'd  at  different  Ends.     Speaking  of 
the  Forces  of  this  Party,  I  have  laid,  p.  367. 
that  in    1583,  their   Number   muft  have 
amounted  to  one  Million,   four  hundred 
and  fix  thoufand  and  four  hundred  Souls. 
This  is   far  lefs  than  their  true  Number, 
fince  that  in  the  firft  Synod  of  Rochelle  held 
in  1571,  there  were  reckon  d,  as  inifdi, 
above   21^0   Churches,    many   of  which 
confifted  of  ten.  thoufand  Members;  and 
there  were  ftill  .more  of  fix,  five,  and  four 
thoufand    Members,  the  greateft  number 
were  of  1000,  and  there  were  very  few 
under  five  hundred  Perlbns.     So  that  one 
may  pofitively  affirm  that  at  one  time  their 
Number   exceeded    two    Millions.      The 
great  figure  they  made  under  this  Reign  de- 
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ferves  that  we  fhould  take  Notice  of  the 
Nature  of  their  Government. 

It  may  be  confidcr'd  under  thefe  two 
heads,  Religion,  and  their  Civil  Go- 
vernment, or  Political  State. 

As  to  Religion,  even  in  the  Year  1 5-5-9, 
in  the  midft  of  the  cruel  Perfecutions 
which  Henry  II.  excited  againft  them,  the 
Minilkrs  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  all 
the  Provinces  of  France  aflembled  in  a  Sy- 
nod at  Taris,  for  the  rirft  time,  where 
they  drew  up  that  excellent  Diicipline  in 
40  Articles,  which  are  the  Foundation  of  all 
the  others  which  have  been  added  fince,  ac- 
cording to  the  Circumftances  of  Time,  to' 
lcrve  as  a  Law  to  thole  Churches,  by  which 
they  fhould  conduct  themfelves  in  fuch 
things  as  concerned  Religion,  and  Good 
Manners.  Corruption  and  Vices  increas- 
ing, as  the  Time,  wherein  that  wife  Diici- 
pline was  firft  drawn  up,  grew  more  diltant  5 
it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make  new 
Rules  to  remedy  and  correct  thofe  Vices, 
whereby  it  has  happen'd  that  inftead  of  40 
Articles,  of  which  that  Diicipline  confifted, 
it  contains  at  prefent  222,  in  14  Chapters, 
and  which  are  much  larger  and  prolix  than 
the  firft. 

Now  to  obferve  fome  Order  in  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Church,  which  might 
tend  to  its  Edification,  and  to  the  greater 
Glory  of  God,  our  Forefathers  thought 
proper  to  eftablifh  three  Courts,  fubortli- 
nate  one  to  another,  and  from  all  which, 
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in  the  moft  grave  and  important  Cafes,  one 
might  appeal  to  a  fourth,  in  which  all  Af- 
fairs which  concern'd  Doctrine  or  Difci- 
pline  were  definitively  judg'd. 

The  three  inferiour  Courts  were,  firft, 
the  Confiftory  5    fecondly,  the  Colloquy 5 
thirdly,  the  Provincial  Synod.     The  fupe- 
riour    Court    was   the   National    Synod. 
One  might  appeal  from  the  one  to  the  o- 
therwhenhe  thought  himfelf  wrong'd,  or 
when  an  Affair  was  of  too  great  Impor- 
tance ;  as  when  one  or  more  private  Per- 
fons  belonging  to  the  Church  of  the  fame 
Place,  rais'd  Debates  to  break  the  Union  of 
the  Church,   concerning  fome  point   of 
Doctrine,  or  Difcipline,  or  concerning  the 
Form  of  the  Catechifm,  of  the  Admini- 
ftration    of   the  Sacraments,    or  publick 
Prayers,  or  the  Celebration  of  Matrimony; 
and   when   the    particular    Admonitions 
of  the  Confiftory  of  that  Place,  did  not 
prove  fufficient  to  remedy  them.     Alfo 
when  a  Minifter  or  an  Elder  of  the  Church 
did  break  its  Union  for  the  fame  Reafonsi 
in  either  of  thefc  Cafes  they  appeafd  from 
the  Confiftory  to  the  Colloquy,  from  the 
Colloquy   to  the  Provincial  Synod,    and 
from  the  Provincial  Synod  to  the  Natio- 
nal, which  judged  definitively,  and  without 
Appeal.     But  to  have  a  clearer  and  more 
diltincl:  Notion  of  thefe  different  Courts, 
it  is  proper  to  enter  into  fome  Particulars. 

I  mail  begin  with  the  Confiftories,  which 
Origen,   in  his  third  Book  againft  Celfus, 
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calls  the  Ecclefiaftical  Senate.  It  was  ne- 
ccffary  there  fhould  be  one  in  every  Church. 
It  confifted  of  the  Minifter,  Elders  and 
Deacons  of  the  faid  Church.  Even  in  the 
Places  where  there  was  no  Temple,  and 
confequently  no  Minifter,  but  the  Inhabi- 
tants were  obliged  to  repair  to  the  neareft 
Place  for  performing  publick  Worfhip, 
there  were  among  them  Elders  and  Dea- 
cons, who  inform'd  the  Confiftory  of  the 
Place  where  they  met,  of  every  thing  they 
had  obferved,  and  which  was  worth  tak- 
ing notice  of. 

At  that  time  nobody  was  admitted  to 
the  Holy  Miniftry  but  Perfons  of  a  known 
Honefty  and  Virtue,  and  whofe  Capacity 
and  Learning  had  been  often  try'd ;  and  al- 
though it  was  the  Synod's  Office  to  pro- 
vide the  Churches  with  Minifters,  the  Mi- 
nisters were  notwithstanding  never  receiv'd 
into  them  without  the  unanimous  Confent 
and  Approbation  of  all  the  Members  of  the 
Church,  or  at  leaft  of  the  greateft  number 
of  them,  after  having  preach'd  before  them 
two  or  three  times,  or  oftener  ;  but  when 
once  they  were  admitted,  they  could  not 
be  turnd  out  of  their  Church  without  a 
Sentence  pronounced  by  the  Synod,  except 
in  criminal  Affairs,  then  the  Colloquy 
might  fufpend  him,  and  that  Sentence  was 
confirm'd  by  the  Provincial  and  Na- 
tional Synod:  and  if  they  gave  undoubted 
Teltimonics  of  Repentance,  the  National 
Synod,  or  the  Provincial  Synod  by  its  Or- 
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der,  transfcrr'd  him  to  another  Church  af- 
ter a  certain  time,  unlefs  that  Church 
which  he  ferv'd  before,  defiYd  to  have  him 
again. 

As  to  the  Elders,  they  were  Laymen, 
none  were  admitted  to  this  Office  but  fuch 
as  had  a  good  Teftimony,  and  who  were 
of  an  unfpottcd  Life,  endow'd  with  great 
Prudence  and  Moderation.  In  the  Places 
where  the  Difcipline  was  not  as  yet  efta- 
blifhed,  they  were  elected  by  the  People's 
Votes  with  the  Minifters;  but  where  it  was 
eltablim'd,  the  Confiftory  with  the  Mini- 
iters  chofe  them,  after  having  calf d  upon 
God's  holy  Name.  When  any  one  were 
elected,  they  were  calfd  into  the  Confif- 
tory, where  the  Functions  of  their  Office 
were  read  unto  them.  After  which  they 
were  named  to  the  People  for  two  or  three 
feW^j"  follo\ving,for  to  have  their  Confent 
alfo;  and  if  this  was  not  opposed,  they 
were  publickly  received  the  third  Sunday, 
and  they  ftanding  before  the  Pulpit,  the 
Minifter  made  them  an  Exhortation,  and 
faid  a  Prayer  fuitable  to  the  Occafion ;  they 
were  to  fign  the  Articles  of  their  Belief, 
and  the  ecclefiaftical  Difcipline.  But  if 
they  met  with  Oppofition,  the  Caufe  was 
decided  by  the  Confiftory,  and  if  they  could 
not  agree  there,  it  was  referred  to  the  Col- 
loquy, or  to  the  Provincial  Synod. 

Their  Office  was  to  watch  with  the 
Minifters  over  the  Flock,  to  oblige  every 
body  to  come  to  Church,  to  declare  the 
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Scandals,  and  Faults,  to  examine,  and 
judge  them  with  the  Minifters,  and  in  ge- 
neral to  aflift  them  in  taking  care  of  every- 
thing relating  to  the  Order,  Entertainment, 
and  Government  of  the  Church ;  and  in 
every  Church  there  was  a  Copy  in  writing, 
of  their  Office,  according  to  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Time  and  Place.  Moreover,  in 
the  Minifter's  abfence,  they  were  autho- 
rized to  read  the  holy  Scripture  and  the 
Common  Prayer  publickly. 

As  to  the  Deacons,  they  were  alfo  Lay- 
men, elected  and  receiv'd  after  the  fame 
manner  as  the  Elders,  enjoying  the  fame 
Privileges  5  but  they  were  charged,  befides 
that,  with  receiving  and  diftributing,  by 
the  Confiftory's  Order,  the  Monies  for  the 
Poor,  the  Prifoners,  and  the  Sick,  to  viftt 
and  take  care  of  them  -3  in  certain  Places 
they  were  accuftoirfd  to  catcchife  publick- 
ly 5  the  Synod  condemn'd  this  Cuftom,and 
order'd  that  thofe  who  were  capable  mould 
be  ordain'd  Minifters,  if  they  thought 
proper,  or  elfe  mould  ceafe  teaching  pub- 
lickly. 

So  much  for  what  concerns  thofe  whom 
the  Confiftory,  or  Eccleilaftical  Senate,  con- 
lifted  of  5  I  do  not  here  mention,  the  Stu- 
dents in  Divinity,  who  were  fomctimes  ad- 
mitted thereto  with  a  great  deal  of  Precau- 
tion, and  when  there  were  good  A  flu  ran- 
ees of  their  Prudence  and  Difcrction,  be- 
caufe  they  had  no  Vote,  or  if  at  any  time 
their  Opinion  was  ask'd,    their  Vote  was 

not 
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not  deliberative,  and  it  was  only  to  inftruct, 
and  train  them  up  to  the  Government  of 
the  Church. 

The  Confiftory  of  every  Church   met 

once  a  Week,  to  take  care  of  the.  Affairs  of 

the  Church,  and  even  oftener  if  there  was  a 

neceility ;  the  Minifters  always  prefided  in 

the  Confiftory,  as  well  as  in  the  other  Eccle- 

fiaftical  Affemblies,  and  in  thofe  Churches 

where  were  many  Minifters,  each  prefided 

in  turn,  and  their  Office  lafted  a  Week  5  it 

confifted  in  beginning  and  ending  the  Af- 

fembly    with  a  Prayer,    in  propofing  or 

caufing  to  be  proposed  in  order,  what  was 

to  be  the  Subject  of  their  Deliberations  5 

in  gathering  the  Votes,  in  declaring  the 

Majority,  and  pronouncing  the   Conclu- 

fion  5     in    taking    care   that    every     one 

mould  fpeak  in  order  without  Confufion, 

making  Remonftrances  and  Cenfures. 

The  Confiftory  had  the  Cognizance  of 
every  thing  wherein  the  Honour  and  Wel- 
fare of  its  Church  might  be  concerned 5  as 
of   Crimes,  Scandals,  Difputes,    Quarrels 
bred  between  private  Perfons,  they  judged 
them,  they   pronoune'd  Sentence  even  of 
Excommunication,  and  executed  it,  it  be- 
ing free  neverthelefs,  (as  we  have  already 
faid)    for  thofe  who  thought  themfelves 
wrong'd  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Colloquy 
or  Provincial  Synod,    for  Redrefs.     And 
they  proceeded  as   follows:    The  Delin- 
quent was  fummon  d  to  appear  in  the  Con- 
fiftory as  foon  as  the  Accufation  was  fuf- 

flciently 
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ficiently  proved,    for  to  prefume  that  he 
was  really  guilty;  he  was  exhorted  to  de- 
clare the  Truth,  and  made  to  take  an  Oath : 
If  after  a  thorough  Examination  they  had 
iufficicnt  Evidence  to  convince  him,  they 
cenfured  him,  fufpended  him  from  the  Sa- 
crament for  a  certain  Time,  according  to 
the  Nature  of  the  Fault,  and  the  Crimi- 
nal's Character,   and    the  Scandal  which 
his  Fault  had  occafion'd.    There  were  fome 
Cafes  wherein  neither  the  Sufpenfion  nor  its 
Caufe  were  declar'd  to  the  People,  no  more 
than  the  Reftoration  of  the  Sinner ?    but 
there  were  others  wherein  all  was  declar'd. 
The  cafe  of  Rebellion  againft  the  Confix 
tory    furrer'd    no  Alleviation,    no   more 
than  thofe  who  committed  Crimes  which 
deferv'd    corporal   Punifhments,    or   who 
married  themfelves  or  their  Children,  or 
Pupils,  among  the  Papifts,  or  who  carried 
a  Child  to  be  baptized  among  them ;  they 
were  quickly  fufpended  from  the  holy  Sa- 
crament for  a  while,  and  this  Sufpenfion 
was  declared  to  the  People.     Excommu- 
nication was  ufed  only  in  the  greateft  Ex- 
tremities, when  the   Criminal    refused  to 
follow  the  Exhortations  which  the  Confif- 
tory  made  unto  him,  and  would  not  make 
his  Profit  of  their  Ccnfures,  and  Correc- 
tions.    Nevcrthelefs  we  muft  obferve  that 
the  Difcipline    prescribed  unto  the  Con- 
Morics  a  great  deal  of  Prudence,  of  Cir- 
cumfpettion,  and  Moderation  in  the  Ex- 
ercife  of  that  Authority  which  was  truitcd 

to 
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to  them,  it  did  not  permit  the  Minifters, 
or  Elders,  to  declare  Faults  to  the  Conftf- 
tory  without  great  Reafon,  nor  to  call  any 
body  into  it  without  fufficient  Occafion 
for  it.  Moreover,  neither  the  Confiftory 
all  together  were  to  bear  witnefs  before  the 
Magiftrate  againft  any  body,  either  by 
Ad  or  otherwife,  nor  the  Members 
of  the  Confiftory  were  to  reveal  to 
any  body  the  Confeilions  of  thofe  that 
repented,  and  who  wilfully  and  of  their 
own  Accord,  or  by  Admonitions  given 
them,  had  confefled  their  Faults  before 
them,  except  in  cafes  of  High-Treafon.  The 
Minifters  were  alfo  oblig'd  to  keep  all 
fuch  Faults  as  were  freely  confefled  to  them 
with  the  utmoft  Secrecy,  of  whatever  Na- 
ture thofe  Faults  might  be,  except  only  in 
Cafes  of  Fligh-Trcafon.  And  they  were 
to  proceed  by  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfures,  even 
to  Excommunication,  againft  any  body  of 
the  Reformed  Religion  who  mould  call  the 
Minifters,  or  the  Elders,  or  all  the  Con- 
fiftory  before  the  Magiftrate  to  make  them 
bear  witnefs  againft  "the  Delinquents  who 
had  confefled  their  Faults.  Moreover,  tha 
the  Confiftories  were  obliged  to  exhort 
thofe  who  had  any  Differences  between 
them,  to  make  it  up  after  a  friendly  Man- 
ner, and  to  follicit  them  unto  it,  never- 
thelefs  the  Difcipline  did  not  permit  them 
to  name  any  one  of  their  Body,  nor  to  take 
upon  them  the  quality  of  Umpires  in  thofe 
Differences ;  that  if  any  one  of  their  Body 
V,  III.  Part  II.  a  was 
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was  named  for  an  Umpire  by  either  Party, 
he  might  accept  oT  it  as  a  private  Perfon, 
but  not  as  a  Member  of  the  Confiftory. 
Laftly,  they  were  not  permitted  to  make 
any  particular  Rule  in  their  Church,  which 
was  not  agreeable  at  lead  in  fubftance  to 
the  general  Articles  of  the  Difcipline,  and 
for  this  End  the  Articles  of  the  Difcipline 
were  to  be  read  in  the  Confiftory,  at  leaft 
every  time  the  Holy  Communion  was  ce- 
lebrated j  and  the  Elders  and  Deacons  were 
each  of  them  to  have  a  Copy  thereof,  to 
read,  and  ftudy  it  in  private.  As  for  the 
reft,  there  was  to  be  but  one  Confiftory 
or  Eccleiiaftical  Council  eftablim'd  in  each 
Church.  Which  Confiftory  was  free, 
whenever  there  was  a  great  Neceflity,  to 
join  to  itfelf  fucli  Members  of  the  Church 
as  it  pleas'd,  provided  they  fhould  meet  to 
treat  of  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs  only  in  that 
Place  where  the  Confiftory  was  accuftom'd 
to  meet. 

This  is  in  fubftance,  the  Power  and  Au- 
thority of  the  Confiftoriesj  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  extend  it  further,  even  Princes 
were  fubjed  to  it,  the  Confiftory  of  Ro- 
chelle,  and  that  of  Tons  exercifed  it  on 
the  King  of  Navarre,  and  that  of  Ro- 
chelle  on  the  Prince  of  Conde,  as  we  re- 
late it  in  its  proper  place  5  it  may  be  never- 
thelefs,  that  a  little  lefs  feverity  at  leaft  to- 
wards Pcrfons  of  that  Rank  would  not  have 
hurt  the  Affairs  of  the  Reformed,  it  may 
be  that  that  Severity  was  not  one  of  the 

leaft 
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leaft  Xeafons  which  induced  Henry  IV.  to 
quit  his  Religion,  and  that  knowing  him- 
felf,  and  perceiving  that  his  Temper  could 
not  agree  with  that  Striftnefs  of  Morals 
which  the  Difcipline  required,  he  was  afraid 
to  debafe  the  Regal  Majefty  too  much,  if  he 
fubmittcd  his  Condud,  and  his  Actions  to 
the  Judgment  and  Cenfure  of  fome  Divines 
and  Burghers  aflembled  in  Confiflory,  and 
if  he  mould  do  in  the  Church  of  Our  Lady 
at  Taris,  what  he  had  done  in  that  of  Tons 
in  Saintonge,  and  in  that  of  St.  Ton  at 
Rochelle*  However  it  be,  we  cannot  de- 
ny, but  that  the  Confiftories  fhew'd  for  a 
long  while  an  admirable  Refolution  to 
maintain  their  Difcipline,  and  made  ufe  of 
their  Rights  to  their  utmoft  Extent,  but 
whether  or  no  this  Condud  agreed  every 
way,  with  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Reform- 
ed Churches,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  decide. 

II.  The  fecond  Ecclefiaftical  Court  was 
nam'd  the  Colloqjjv;  this  was  a  Divi- 
sion of  all  the  Churches  of  a  Province,  ac- 
cording to  their  Number,  and  the  Conve- 
niency  of  Places,  into  Claffes  compos'd  of 
a  certain  Number  of  the  moft  neighbour- 
ing j  for  Example,  having  divided  the  King- 
dom into  fixteen  Provinces,  each  Province 
was  Subdivided  into  fo  many  Parts  which 
formed  the  like  Number  of  Claffes,  or 
Colloquies.  The  Province  of  the  IJIe  of 
France,  was  Subdivided  into  five  Clafles, 
The  IJIe  of  France  properly  fo  eail'd,  the 
Country  ofChartres,  Ticardy,  Champaign, 
a  t  and 
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and  Brie,  and  fo  of  other  Provinces.     This 
Diviflon  was  to  be  made  by  the  Authority 
of  the  Provincial  Synod.     Thefe    Collo- 
quies refemblcd  in  fome  meafure  the  Dio- 
cefan  Synods  of  each  BHhop,  in  the  ancient 
Times,    or   elfe   the  Afiemblies  of  fome 
neighbouring  Bifhops  to  terminate  the  Dif- 
putes  bred  between  private  Perfons  within 
their  Diocefe  -,  be  it  as  it  will,  the  neigh- 
bouring Churches  were  to  aflemble  in  Col- 
loquies twice  a  Year,  or  four  Times  if  pof- 
fible,  according  to  the  ancient  Order,  that 
being  left  to  the  Prudence  of  the  Provinces : 
and  there  met  together,  the  Minifter,  or 
Alinifters,  and  Elders   of  each  Church  of 
that  Divifion.     Thefe  Allemblies  were  or- 
dain'd  for  to  endeavour  to  make  up  the 
Difputcs  which  arofe  in  the  faid  Churches, 
according  to  the  Order  of  the  Difcipline, 
as  aifo  to  provide  for  what  was  thought 
proper  for  the  Good,  and  Entertainment, 
of  the  faid  Churches.     The  M milters  were 
to  open  them  by  a  Difcourfe  upon  fome 
Text  of  the  Holy   Scripture,   each  in  his 
turn,  that   by  that  means  one  might  fee 
what  Progreis  each  had  made  in  the  Study 
of  the  faid  Scripture,  and  in  the  Method  of 
explaining  it.     And  as  the  Authority   of 
the  Confiftories  was  fubordinate  to  that  of 
the  Colloquies,  fo  aifo  were  the  laft  to  the 
Provincial  Synods.     At  the  end  of  each 
Colloquy,  Brotherly  Cenfures  were  made 
both  of  the  Minifters,  and  Elders  who  af- 

fifted 
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ftiled  there,  on  whatever  was  thought  pro- 
per to  be  remonttrated  unto  them. 

III.  The  third  Ecclefiaftical  Court  was 
the  Provincial  Synod.  There  have 
been  iixteen.  This  Court  was  compos'd  of 
one  Minifter,  and  one  or  two  Elders  of  each 
Church  5  thofe  Churches  which  had  more 
than  one  Minifter,  deputed  them  in  turns. 
Thefe  Minifters  and  Elders  which  were  de- 
puted by  the  Churches,  came  thither  at  the 
common  Expence  of  their  Churches;  and 
thofe  Churches  which  refus'd  to  pay  their 
Deputies  Charges,  after  two  or  three  Ad- 
monitions, were  deprived  of  the  Miniftry, 
and  the  faid  Minifter's  Charges  were  re- 
imburfed  by  the  Churches  to  whom  they 
were  deputed,  free  for  them  to  profecute 
the  ungrateful  Church  as  the  Provincial 
Synod  mould  think  proper.  The  Minifters 
and  Elders  who  were  deputed,  were  to  pro- 
duce Credentials  from  their  Churches,  to 
the  Synod.  If  a  Minifter  came  alone  with- 
out any  Elder,  or  an  Elder  without  any 
Minifter,  no  regard  was  had  to  the  Inftruc- 
tions  which  cither  of  them  brought,  except 
in  cafe  of  an  abfolute  Neceility,  as,  of 
Sicknefs,  &c.  In  thofe  Cafes,  if  the 
Church  lent  its  Initru&ions,  they  were  re- 
ceiv'd,  if  they  were  fign'd  by  a  Minifter, 
and  an  Elder ;  on  the  other  hand,  f  there 
was  no  lawful  Excufe  for  Abfence,  they 
were  fubjed  to  the  Cenfures  of  the  Collo- 
quy, or  Synod,  even  to  Sufp  nfion  of  the 
Sacrament,  according  as  the  Colloquy  or 
a  3  Synod 


£«i  The    PREFACE. 

Synod  thought  fit.     The  Provincial  Synods 
judged  fovcreignly  of  all  the  Caufcs  brought 
before  them,  except  of  things  wherein  all 
the  Churches  of  France  were  interefted,  as 
the  Depofition  of  a  Minifter,  Controverfies 
either  concerning  Dodrine  or  Difcipline, 
&c.     For  in  thefe  Cafes  there  was  an  Ap- 
peal to  the  National  Synod,  which  judg'd 
definitively*.     In   each  Synod   they    chofe 
with  a  low  Voice  a  Moderator  to  prefide 
therein,  with  one,  or  two  Secretaries.   This 
Moderator's  Office  (who  was  always  a  Mi- 
nifter,) confifted,  (befides  what  we  have  al- 
ready laid,  (peaking  of  the  Prefidents  of  the 
Confiftorics,)  in  giving  notice  of  the  Places, 
Days,  and  Hours  on  which  they  were  to 
meet,  for  the  Seffions  of  the  Synods,  to 
keep  theDifputers  illent,  to  make  them  re- 
tire in  order  to  confult  about  their  Cen- 
fures,  if  they  rcfus'd  to  obey  5  in  anfwering 
thofe  who  ask'd  Counfel  of  the  Synod  ei- 
ther by  word  of  Mouth,  or  by  Writing  $ 
all  according  to  the  Advice  of  the  Aflem- 
bly,  and  not  otherwife.    The  Moderators  of 
the  Colloquies  and  Synods    were  fubjecT: 
themfelves  to  Cenfurcs,  and  their  Office 
ended  with  the  Colloquy,  or  Synod,  but 
mi^ht  be  rcchofen  in  the  following  Synod 
or  Colloquy.     The  Elders  deputed  to  the 
Synods,    or  Colloquies,    had   deliberative 
Votes  on  all  the  points  of  Difcipline,  but 
riot  of  Doctrine,  the  Judgment  of  which 
was  rcferv'd  entirely  to  the  Miniftcrs,  and 
ProfeiTors  in  Divinity.     What  was  refolvM 

on 
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011  in  a  Provincial  Synod,  to  ferve  as  a 
Rule  to  the  Churches  of  their  Province, 
was  to  be  approved  of  by  a  National  Synod, 
before  it  could  pafs  as  a  Law.  When 
there  were  any  Debates  between  two  Pro- 
vincial Synods,  they  pitch'd  on  a  third  to 
reconcile  them.  Thefe  Synods  were  to 
make  a  Lift  of  the  Widows  and  Children 
of  thofe  Minifters  who  had  clied  in  the 
Service  of  their  Church,  that  they  might 
be  aflifted,  and  entertain'd  at  the  common 
Charge  of  each  Province ;  and  if  the  Pro- 
vince was  ungrateful,  its  Deputy  was  to 
make  his  report  accordingly  to  the  Nation- 
al Synod,  that  they  might  be  provided 
for.  The  Deputies  to  the  Synods  ought 
not  to  depart  from  them  without  Leave, 
and  without  carrying  away  with  them  the 
Synod's  Decifions.  Laftly,  the  Provincial 
Synod's  Authority  was  fubordinate  to  the 
National  Synod,  and  the  firft  were  to  meet 
twice  a  Year  in  each  Province. 

IV.  The  fourth  Ecclefiaftical  Court, 
which  I  call  the  Sovereign  Court,  becaufe 
it  judg'd  definitively  of  every  thing  that 
came  to  their  Cognizance,  was  the  Na- 
tional  Synod.  It  was  commonly  com- 
pos'd  of  one  Minifter  and  one  Elder  of  each 
Church  in  the  Kingdom  ;  but  in  Times  of 
Perfccution,  or  other  publick  Calamity, 
it  was  fufflcient,  that  each  Provincial  Sy- 
nod mould  eled  two  Minifters  and  two 
Elders,  to  appear  therein  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  Province,  and  whofe,  Inftruc- 
a  4  tions 
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tions  were  to  be  ilgn'd  by  the  Provincial 
Synod's  Moderator,   and   Secretary  5    and 
the  Difciplinc   ordain'd  that  the  faid  Sy- 
nod fhould  moreover  elect  three   or  four 
Minifters  and  as  many  Elders,  that  in  cafe 
the  firit  nam'd  fhould  not  be  able  to  go, 
there  fhould  be    others    ready  to   fupply 
their  Places.     This  National  Synod  was  to 
meet  once  a  Year,  and  at  the  end  of  its 
Sell] ons  it  chofe  a  Province  which  was  to 
inform  the  others  of  the  Time,  and  Place, 
where  the    enfuing   Synod  was  to  meet. 
Neverthelefs  there  were  times   in  which 
that  Order  could   not  be  obferv'd,  either 
becaufe  of  the  Civil  Wars,  or  for  other 
Reafons  there  was  none  from  1 567  ;  until 
1 571,  nor  from   1572    until  1578,  nor 
from  1583   until  1 55)4,    nor  from    1603 
until  1607,  nor  from   1631  until   1637, 
nor  from  thence  until  1644,;  and  the  next 
to  that,  which  was  the  lad,  was  held  in 
the  Year  1659.     Before  the  Year  1614,  it 
fecms  the  Churches  had  aflcmbled  in  Synod 
without  being  obliged' to  ask  the  King's 
Licence,  but  this  Year  the  Synod  of  Ton- 
Items  allemblcd  with  Licence  5  and  in  the 
Year  1623,  the  King  declar'd  his  Plcafure 
to  be,  that  for  the  future,  there  fhould  be 
a  Commiflary  of  the  Reformed  Religion 
fent  by  him,  to  a  flirt  at  the  Colloquies, 
and  Synods,  to  hinder  them  from  treating 
any  thing  but  Ecclefiailicai  Affairs  :    and 
accordingly,   his  Majefty  named   Mr.  Au- 
gujliis  Galland  to  ailift  at  the  Synod  of 

Charenton 
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Charenton  held  in  the  faid  Year    1623. 
Which  was   in  the  laft  Times   extended 
even  to  the  Confiftories  which  could  not 
be  held  without  an  Officer,  no  longer  of 
the  Reformed  Religion,  but  of  the  Roman 
Catholick,  as  we  fhall  fay  in  its  proper  Place. 
If  any  Difficulty  happen'd  in  a  Province,  it 
was  obliged  to  <*ive  notice  thereof  to  that 
Province  which  had  the  care  of  the  Con- 
vocation, and  this  one  gave  notice  there- 
of to  the  other  Provinces,  that  they  might 
come  to  the  next  Synod,  prepar'd  to  re- 
folve  that  Difficulty.     The  Provincial  Sy- 
nods were  not  to  fix  any  Time  for  their 
Deputies  to  return  from  the  National  Sy- 
nod, but  were  to  give  them  leave  to  (lay  as 
long  as  the  faid  Synod  fhould  be  affembled : 
The  Deputies   Charges  were  paid  at  the 
common  Expence  of  the  Province  whofe 
Deputies    they    were.     The    firft   Thing 
which  was  done  after  the  Invocation   of 
God's  Name,  and  the  Election  of  the  Mo- 
derator, and  Secretaries,  was,  the  reading 
of  the  Articles  of  the  Confeffion  of  Faith, 
and  the  Difcipline,  to  which  every  one  pro- 
mis'd  to  conform  ;  but  afterwards  the  A- 
bufes  introduced  in  the  Elections,  obliged 
our  Forefathers  to  follow  another  Method  5 
they  ele&ed  by  a  Majority  of  Votes  a  Mo- 
derator, an  Affeflbr,  and  two  Secretaries,  the 
twoSecretaries  might  bcLaymen,  after  which 
the   Moderator   examin'd     each   Deputy's 
Credentials,  and  each  Deputy  was  oblig'd 
to  take  an  Oath    before  the  Moderator, 

that 
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that  he  had  not  follicited  his  Election  ei- 
ther directly  by  himfclf,  or  indirectly  by 
others  5  after  which  they  proceeded  to  the 
reading  of  the  Confeillon  of  Faith,  &c. 

The  National  Synod  had  Power  defini- 
tively to  decide  all  Ecclefiaftical  Affairs  -,  it 
was  to  confim,  or  repeal,  the  Sentences  of 
Sufpenfion,  Excommunication,  or  Depo- 
sition, pronounced  by  the  Confiftories, 
Colloquies,  and  Provincial  Synods,  againft 
Minifters,  Elders,  or  Deacons.  It  was  al- 
io to  judge  of  the  Difputcs  arifen  between 
a.  Church,  and  its  Minifter,  between  two 
Colloquies,  or  between  two  Provincial  Sy- 
nods, to  transfer  a  Minifter  from  one 
Church  to  another,  which  was  done  com- 
monly, by  giving  that  Commiilion  to  the 
Synod  of  that  Province  in  which  the  laid 
Church  was.  All  the  Provinces  were  ob- 
liged to  fend  Deputies  from  each  Oafs 
to  the  faid  Synod,  except  in  cafe  of  thofe 
Calamities  which  I  have  already  mentioned  : 
if  they  fail'd,  they  were  fubjeel:  to  Cenfures, 
unleis  they  gave  reafons  for  it  in  a  Letter, 
and  that  thofe  Reafons  were  by  the  Synod 
.thought  good.  The  Deputies  from  the 
Provinces  were  to  carry  away  with  them  a 
Copy  of  the  Synod's  Refolutions,  and  the 
Rules  which  they  had  made,  fign'd  by  the 
Moderator,  or  Secretary,  and  a  Month  af- 
ter their  Return  they  were  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Colloquies  of  their  Provin- 
ces, that  they  might  fend  for  the  Faid  Sy- 
nod's Ads,  and   that,  at  each  Colloquy's 

Expence. 
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Expcnce.  To  underftand  this,  we  muft 
obferve,  that  befides  the  Deputies  of  each 
Oafs  which  compos'd  a  Province,  there 
were  one  or  two  private  Deputies  from 
each  Province,  and  that  it  was  the  Buftnefs 
of  thefe  Deputies  to  take  the  faid  Refolu- 
tions  and  Rules  of  the  National  Synod, 
to  give  Copies  thereof  to  each  Colloquy 
of  their  Province,  and  this  was  to  give 
them  to  each  Church  that  compos'd  their 
Colloquy.  The  National  Synods  cios'd 
their  Scfllons  by  a  Friendly  Cenfure  to  all 
the  Deputies  both  Minifters,  and  Elders, 
only  on  what  might  have  happen  d  during 
the  faid  Synod's  Seillons.  And  they  re- 
ceiv'd  the  Lord's  Supper  with  the  Church 
of  that  Place,  where  the  Synod  had  allem- 
bled  in  token  of  their  Union.  I  have  but 
one  Remark  more  to  make,  to  conclude 
this  Article. 

Viz.  On  the  Reception  of  the  Stu- 
dents in  Divinity  to  the  Holy  Miniftry  :  I 
have  already  faid,  that  they  were  not  ad- 
mitted, till  after  a  rigorous  Examination 
of  their  Life,  and  Converfation,  as  well  as 
of  their  Learning  and  Capacity.  I  fhall 
add,  Firft,  that  they  were  receiv'd  in  a  Col- 
loquy if  there  were  feven  Minifters  prefent ; 
if  the  Colloquy  confifted  of  lefs  than  feven, 
and  that  the  faid  Number  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  got  from  el fe where,  then  the  Can- 
didate was  to  addrefs  himfeif  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Synod,  and  having  exhibited  his 
Certificates,  when  they  were  thought  to 

-      be 
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be  full  enough,  he  was  admitted  to  be  ex- 
amined, which  was  done  in  the  fol' owing 
manner  5  rirft  of  all,  he  had  a  Text  of  Scrip- 
ture generally  taken  out  of  the  New  Telta- 
ment,  to  be  treated  in  French  and  deliver- 
ed in  the  Synod  without  Notes ;  twenty 
four  Hours  and  no  more  were  allowed  him 
for  composing  or  getting  by  heart  his  Di£ 
courfe :  then  another  Text  out  of  the  Old. 
Teftamcnt  was  given  him  to  be  treated  in 
Latin,  and  twenty  four  Hours  were  likewife 
allowed  him  for  that  as  for  the  other.  That 
done,  he  read  a  Chapter  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  at  the  opening  of  the  Book,  and 
tranflated  it  from  Greek  into  Latin--,  as  to 
the  Hebrew,  he  was  obliged  to  read  fome 
part  of  the  Old  Teftamcnt,  and  was  to  un- 
derftand  it  well  enough,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
make  ufe  of  the  belt  Authors  for  the  under- 
ftanding  of  the  Scriptures.  Which  done, 
he  was  cxamin'd  upon  the  moft  neceffary 
Parts  of  Philofophy,  Logick  efpecially. 
Then  he  delivered  in  Latin  his  Confeflion 
of  Faith  in  Writing,  whereupon  he  was 
very  ftrictly  cxamin'd  by  way  of  Difputa- 
tion,  each  Miniftcr  prcfent  having  a  right 
to  make  Objections.  When  after  fuch  an 
Examination  he  was  found  capable,  then 
the  Moderator  rcmonftrated  to  him  the 
Duties  of  the  Office  whereunto  he  was  call- 
ed, and  he  was  to  be  ordained  only  in  the 
Church  wherein  he  was  to  be  Paftor.  For 
which  purpofe  the  faid  Church  was  inform- 
ed of  his  Election  to  be  their  Paftor  by  Let- 
ters 
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ters  of  the  Colloquy  or  Synod  brought  un- 
to them  by  two  Deputies,  and  read  in  full 
Afiembly.     Then  the  Candidate  was  ob- 
liged to  preach  for  three  Sundays  together  in 
the  faid  Church,    that  the  People  might 
know  his  way  of  teaching,  they  being  firft 
advertifed,  that  if  any  one  of  them  knew 
of  any  Impediment,  for  which  his  Ordi- 
nation might  not  be  compleated,  or  why 
he  could  not  be  accepted,  they  mould  give 
notice  thereof  to  the  Confiftory,  who  would 
judge  of  the  matter.     When  there  was  no 
Opposition,  then  he  was  received  before 
the  whole  Church  in  the  following  man- 
ner.    One  of  the  two  Minifters  deputed 
came  up  into  the  Pulpit  and  preached  a  Ser- 
mon fuitable  to  the  Occasion,  then  he  read 
the  third  Chapter  of  the  firft  Epiftle  toTinw- 
thy,  the  firft  Chapter  of  that  to  Titus ,  and  the 
fourth  Chapter  of  the  firft  Epiftle  of  St.  fV- 
ter  ■■,  which  done,  he  came  down  from  the  Pul- 
pit, and  (landing  in  the  Bar  before  the  Pulpit, 
he  prayed,  laying  his  Hands  on  the  Candi- 
date's Head,  who  was  humbly  on  his  Knees 
before  him :  then  the  new  Paftor  arifing, 
the  two  Deputies    gave  him    before   the 
whole  Congregation  the  right   hand    of 
Fellowfhip. 

But  when  there  arofe  any  Debate  about 
the  Candidate,  and  that  he  was  not  agreed 
on  by  the  Majority,  his  Reception  was  fu- 
perfeded,  and  the  whole  Matter  was  refer-* 
red  unto  the  Colloquy  or  the  Provincial 
Synod.     And  tho'  the  faid  Candidate  was 

then 
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then  and  there  juftiricd,  yet  he  was  not  re- 
manded back  to  that  Church  againft  their 
Will,  nor  was  he  forced  to  go  againft  his  own 
Will.  N.  B.  That  in  the  difficult  Times 
the  Difcipline  redue'd  the  Number  of  the 
Examinators  to  three  only,  jointly  with 
the  Confiftory  of  the  Place  (a). 

Such  was  the  Ecclcfiaftical  Government 
of  our  Churches  in  France,  and  the  excel- 
lent Rules  whereby  they  were  governed. 
Oh!  had  they  never  mixed  their  Temporal 
Concerns  with  the  Glory  of  God  J  had  they 
never  attempted  to  make  Religion  fubfer- 
vient  to  political  Views,   and  to  mix  the 
Egyptian  Flefh-Pots  with  the  Milk   and 
Honey  of  Canaan  !  But ...... .  Now  I 

am  to  fay  a  word  of  the  political  AfiemblieS 
of  the  Reformed.  What  occasioned  thefe 
AlTemblies  was  the  natural  Defire  of  Self- 
prcfervation.  Bartholomew's  Day,  where- 
in Perfidioumefs  and  Cruelty  vied  one 
with  another  for  comparing  the  utter  Ruin 
of  the  Reformed,  obliged  them  to  confult 
together  about  the  propereft  means  for  di- 
verting the  impending  Danger. 

The  firft  Afiembly  of  that  kind  that  I 
find  recorded  in  our  Hiftory,  is  that  of 
Realmont'm  November  1572,  where  the 
Province  of  Langnedoc  and  part  of  Gui- 
enne  were  parted  into  fix  Divifions,  each 
under  a   Captain-General,  each  of  whom 

had 

(a)  Read,  Quid's  Synodicon,  his  Preface.     La  Roque; 
Conformite  de  la  Difcipline  Ecclciialt.  des  Proteftants  dc 

Fumce  avec  celle  des  Anciens. 
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had  the  Management  of  all  Affairs  in  thefe 
Countries  put  under  his  Government,  and 
a  Council  appointed  to  him,  being  bound 
to  undertake  nothing  without  their  Advice, 
and  the  Confent  of  the  Majority. 

The  Regulations  made  in  that  Aflembly 
were  publifhed  in  thirty  five  Articles,  fome 
of  which  I  mail  infert  here  as  they  are  re- 
lated by  La  'Popeliniere,  Book  32.     The 
firft  runs  thus;  That  till   God  Almighty 
fhall   be   pleafed   to    change    the    King's 
Heart,    and    rcftore    the  State   of  France 
into  good  order;  or  to  raile  unto  them 
fome    neighbouring    Prince    confpicuous 
for  his  Virtues,    who  will  undertake    to 
be  the  Deliverer    of  this  poor   diftrefied 
People:    After  having  been  fworn,   they 
do  elecl  and  conftitute  fuch  a  one  to  be 
their  Mayor  or  Captain  in  fuch  a  Place 
with  power  to  command  them  in  Matters 
relating  to  War  for  their  own  Defence 
and  Prefervation,  as  alfo  in  Matters  relating 
to  the  Civil  Government.    Each  Mayor  was 
to  have  a  Council  appointed  unto  him,  com- 
posed of  twenty  Perfons  beftdes  himfelf, 
who  were  to  be  chofen  without  any  Re- 
gard to  their  Birth,  either  out  of  the  No- 
bility or  Commoners,   of  the  City  or  of 
the  Country.     Befides  that  Council  which 
was  to  attend  the  Mayor   conftantly,  an- 
other was  to  be  had,  compofed  of  feventy 
five  Perfons  elected  as  the  former.     Their 
Charge  of  both  the  Mayor  and  Counfellors 
Jailed  but  a  Year.     By  the  jith  Article  it 
I  was 
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was  enacted,  that  out  of  all  thcfe  Chiefs  or 
Mayors  and  Privy  Counfellors,  one  mould 
be  elected  to  have  the  Supreme  Command 
of  their  Forces  in  the  Field,  like  a  Roman 
Dictator:  whom  thofe  of  the  Cities  or 
Towns  were  to  obey  in  every  thing  relating 
to  their  Charge.  As  to  the  Election  of 
fuch.  a  General,  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  it 
might  be  done  as  formerly  in  the  Times  of 
the  ancient  lonians,  "Dorians,  Boeotians, 
and  other  People  of  the  twelve  flourifhing 
Cities  of  Gr£cia,  who  met  together  1 1 
times  in  a  Year,  for  confulting  about  their 
common  Welfare,  or  as  the  Council  of 
the  AmphiEiions  in  'Paufanias's  own  Time. 
But  whereas  the  Mayors  and  Councils  of 
the  Cities  cannot  eafily  meet  together  in  a 
Place  commodious  and  fafe  enough,  every 
Mayor  and  Council  for  the  preient  mail 
meet  together  in  a  Place  of  his  own  Diltrict, 
there  to  proceed  to  the  Election  of  a  Ge- 
neral Chief:  And  each  Mayor  and  Coun- 
cil mail  fend  their  Votes  to  the  Mayor  of 
that  Place,  which  {hall  be  appointed  by  com- 
mon Confcnt  for  receiving  the  Votes  of 
the  Generality,  and  the  faid  Mayor  con- 
jointly with  his  Council  mail  declare  and 
notify  by  circular  Letters  him  who  has  the 
Majority  of  Votes,  who  accordingly  mail 
be  declared  duly  elected  in  the  General's 
Charge.  By  the  12th,  a  Council  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  faid  General.  By  the  13  th, 
five  Lieutenant-Generals  were  appointed  to 
iucceed  him  by  turns  in  cafe  he -mould  die, 

rdign, 
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refign,  or  be  dcpofed.    By  the  1 8th,  the  Ge- 
neral himfelf  might  be  arraigned,  before 
the  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  Place  of  his 
Residence,   for   any  Mifdemeanor  foever, 
and  be  obliged  to  anfwer  the  Charge  ;  and 
if  found  guilty,  to  be  punifhed  ;  if  not,  the 
Plaintiff  was  to  be  punifhed  with  all  the  ri- 
gour of  the  Laws  of  his  Country.     By  the 
20th,  the  General  and  his  Lieutenants  were 
obliged    to  refign    their  Office   into  the 
Council's  hands,  and  live  as  private  Men 
as  before,    or  accept   of   fome    inferiour 
Charge,  if  the  Council  thought  proper  to 
offer  them  any.     By  the  35th,  which  is 
the  laft,  this  Maxim  for  negotiating  was 
peculiarly   recommended,   never   to  truft 
in  thole  who  for  fo  many  Times  and  by 
fuch  enormous  Treafons  have  violated  and 
broken  their  Faith,  and  difturbed  the  publick 
Peace  5  never  to  difarm  as  long  as  they  fhall 
perfecute  the  Doctrine  of  Salvation,  orthofe 
who  profefs  it ;  avoiding  above  all,    the 
making  any  of  thofe  former  Treaties  that 
might  ferve  only  as  fo  many  Inttruments 
for  Maflacres.     But  if  at  any  time  we  come 
to  fome  Agreement,  let  whatever  is  expe- 
dient to  the  Advancement  of  the  Glory  of 
God  be  provided  firft  of  all;  then  the  Reft 
and  Safety  of  our  diftreffed  Churches,  to 
the  end  that  they  mould  not  be  expofed 
any  longer  to  the  mercilefs  Fury  of  the 
Wolves  and  Tygers.     The  other  Articles 
regulated  whatever  concerned  the  AfTcrT- 
V.  III.  Part  II.  b  ment 


xxxiv  The    PREFACE. 

mcnt  of  the  Cities  and  each  Individual  for 
the  Maintenance  of  the  laid  Government, 
the  quartering  of  Soldiers,  the  Behaviour 
of  their  Chiefs,  of  what  Denomination  fo- 
ever,  the  military  Difciplinc,  &c.  all  which 
Regulations  were  mod  wife,  moft  holy, 
and  would  have  much  increafcd  the  glo- 
rious Fame  of  thole  for  whom  they  had 
been  framed,  had  they  been  ftriclly  fol- 
lowed by  them.  Indeed  theie  Regulations 
deferved  very  well  to  be  inferted  at  their 
full  Length  in  this  Hiftory,  had  I  had  in 
due  time  La  Topel'mieres  Hiftory,  which 
I  received  only  in  Auguft  laft,  having  wait- 
ed for  it  above  two  Years. 

Thefe  Regulations  were  approved  of  by 
the  next  Aflembly  held  at  Anduze,  and 
then  by  that  held  at  Milland  in  'Decem- 
ber 1 573,  and  icrved  for  the  future  as  the 
main  Foundation  of  their  political  Govern- 
ment. That  of  Mi  Hand  added  fome  new 
Articles,  and  whereas  fcveral  other  Provin- 
ces had  acceded  to  the  general  Aflbciation 
fmce  the  firft  Aflembly  at  Realmont  s  I  found 
that  there  was  in  that  Year  twenty  fix  Ge- 
ncral-ihips  under  the  Command  of  fo  many 
Chiefs.  That  they  copied  much  after  the 
Church' s  Government,  having  likewife  four 
different  Courts,  viz.  That  of  every  City  > 
the  Dioccfan,  or  fcveral  Corporations 
united  together  5  the  Provincial,  and  the 
National.  The  firft  met  together  once  a 
Week,  the  fecond  once  a  Month,  the 
third  once  a  Quarter,  and  the  laft  twice  a 

Year 
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Year :  The  firft  was  compos'd  of  a  Mayor 
or  a  Chief  of  any  other  Denomination, 
and  his  Council;  the  fecond,  of  the  Depu- 
ties of  the  feveral  Corporations  in  that 
Diocefe;  the  third,  of  the  Deputies  of  the 
Diocefes  5  and  that  Aflembly  anfwercd  very 
well  to  the  Provincial  Synods:  the  fourth 
was  compofed  of  the  Deputies  of  all  the 
Provinces,  for  which  purpofe  each  Province 
held  an  Aflembly,  wherein  the  Nobility 
was  fummoned  for  electing  one  of  their 
Body  5  and  a  Commoner,  and  befidcs  that, 
a  Magistrate,  to  be  the  Reprefentatives  of 
the  whole  Generality  to  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  otherwife  called  the  States  Gene- 
ral of  the  Reformed  Churches.  The  firft 
Thing  to  be  done  in  thole  General  Aflem- 
blics,  was  to  eled  a  Prefident  out  of  the 
Number  of  the  Deputies,  but  the  faid  Pre- 
iident  had  not  the  Precedency  above  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Generalities.  All  thefe 
Courts  took  cognizance  of  whatever  was 
conducive  to  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  their 
Party.  And  as  in  the  National  Synods,  a  Pro- 
vince was  charged  with  the  Care  of  appoint- 
ing the  Time  when,  and  the  Place  where, 
the  next  Synod  was  to  meet,  and  to  fend 
notice  thereof  to  the  other  Provinces  5  fo  in 
the  General  States,  a  Province  was  likewife 
charged  with  the  fame  Care  for  the  next 
Aflembly.  That  Order  lafled  till  they  had 
fixed  upon  a  Protector,  who  fummoned 
them  as  often  as  the  Circu alliances  of 
Times  required  it;  that  is,  to  the  Year 
b  2  157^ 
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1575->  when  the  Duke  of  Alencon  made 
his  efcape  from  Court ;  or  rather  to  1 576, 
when  the  King  of  Navarre  did  the  fame. 
For  though  the  Duke  was  acknowledged 
for  Protedor  or  Captain- General,  by  the 
Reformed   and   Politicians,     neverthclefs, 
upon  a  ftrid  Inquiry,  I  don't  find  that  he 
has  ever  aded  in  that  Quality  in  any  other 
Regard    befides  the   receiving  the   Com- 
mand of  the  Reformed  Forces,  which  even 
remained  almoft   unadive,    and  the  pro- 
curing of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded 
in  1576.     I  have  fpoken  already  of  the 
Protedor-fhip,  what  the  Reformed  meant 
by  that  Title,  in  the  third  Volume,  Article 
CI.  Page  296,  &c.  to  which  I  refer  the 
Reader.     Before  Bartholomews  Day,  the 
Reformed  had  had  Protectors,  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  and  after  his  Death,  the  Prince 
of  Navarre ;  but  I  find  no  Steps  of  thefe 
Political  Aflemblies  I  am  now  lpeaking  of, 
and  their  Origin  is  intirely  owing  to  the 
Treacheries    of  their  Enemies,    and    the 
dreadful  Mafiacre  of  that  Day.     For  the 
reft,  one  muft  not  imagine  that  they  in- 
terfered at  all  with  the  Civil  Government 
of  the  Cities  or  Provinces ;  no,    the  Aflem- 
bly  of  MillaudhaA  expreflly  forbidden  it, 
at  leaft  as  long  as  the  Civil  Magistrate  or 
Governour  of  Provinces  did  not  itray  from 
the  ancient  Laws  of  the  Realm,  or  aded 
not  againft  the  peculiar  Rights  and  Privi- 
leges of  the  Provinces,  or  of  the  Cities  (6). 

For 

(b)  Popeh'niere,  Liv.  xxxii.  et  xxxvi. 
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For  a  long  time  thefe  were  the  only  Po- 
litical Aflemblies,  compofed  only  of  Lay- 
Men  ;  but  in  the  Year  I  596,  I  found  an- 
other fort  fettled,  and  that  the  National 
Synod  of  Saumur  granted  Liberty  to  the 
Minifters  to  be  deputed  to  them,  for  which 
Reafon  they  were  called  Mix t.  When 
the  King  of  Navarre  came  to  the  Crown 
of  France,  keeping  the  Title  of  Protector 
of  the  Reformed  Churches,  he  retained 
likewife  the  Rights  and  Prerogatives  an- 
nexed unto  it,  and  no  Political  Aflemblies, 
either  Provincial  or  General,  could  be 
held  for  the  future,  without  the  Royal 
Licence.  As  to  the  Chambers  which  I 
have  called  in  this  Volume  mifparted,  they 
were  Courts  compofed  of  fome  Catholick 
and  fome  Reformed  Judges.  We  mail  fpeak 
in  its  proper  Place  of  the  Chambers  of  the 
Edid,  and  others  granted  by  Henry  IV. 

And  now  I  have  done  with  the  Eccle- 
fiaftical  and  Political  Government  of  the 
Reformed  in  France ;  I  have  been  as  full 
upon  that  Subject  as  the  Nature  of  a  Pre- 
face could  allow  me.  To  make  an  end,  I 
mail  warn  the  Reader  that  there  is  a  Mis- 
take in  this  Volume,  Page  222  where  I 
fay  that  Chiverny  was  fubrogated  to  Bi~ 
rogues  as  Chancellor  of  France,  upon  his 
reiigning  of  the  faid  Office  in  1 5-75? ;  that 
is  not  true,  Biragues  was  Chancellor  to 
his  Death,  which  happened  in  1583,  and 
b  3  was 
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was  then  fucceeded  by  Chiverny  ,  but  in 
1578  Bir agues  reiigned  the  Seals,  which 
were  given  to  Chiverny.  I  crave  the 
Reader's  Forbearance  for  all  other  Inad- 
vertencies, and  beg  of  him  to  take  notice 
of  the  following  Errata.  The  next  Vo- 
lume complcats  this  Hiftory. 


Errata. 


Errata. 

Page  7,  Line  16,  learned  read  taught,  p.  21.  I.  34. 
#&*  Ctfwr/  himfelf  r.  Afo  Co«r?  /or  himfelf.  p.  23.  1.  31. 
inltead  of  thefe  Words,  then  underfianding,  &c.  r.  having 
underfiood  that  the  King  'was  upon  his  journey  to  France,  he 
had  written  to  him,  &c.  p.  26.  1.  22,  23.  were  altogether 
r.  were  not  altogether,  p.  35.  1.  12.  Government  r.  Gover- 
nour.  p.  ca.  I.27.  Pignerolles  r.  Pignerol.  p.  58.  1.  16. 
fall  r.  fell.  p.  62.  1.  20.  relapfer  r .  relapfe .  p.  66.  1.  16. 
retired  r.  retiring,  p.  67.  J.  10.  w//£  r.  againjl.  p.  134. 
I.27.  after  Prince,  add,  0/"  Conde.  p.  154.  1.  27.  fV*»- 
«/}  r.  Princes,  p.  226.  1,  35.  Jhouldx.  Jhall.  p.  233.  1.  5. 
Provence  r.  Province,  p.  327.  1.  20.  requijite  r.  exquifite. 
p.  329.  1.  27.  />«/  £y  £w  Father,  &c.  r.  fent  by  his  Father  to 
the  College,  or,  p.  396.  1.  27.  through  Paris  r.  at  Paris. 
p.  417.  1.  27.  after,  another  Prince  of  the  Blood,  add,  ought 
to  be  found,  p.  434.  1.  30.  Aix  r.  Acqs.  p.  439.  1.  20. 
his  Subjects  r.  their  SubjeSis.  p.  440.  1  8.  have  always 
r.  had  always,  p.  494.  1.  21.  St.  "John  de  Gely  r.  St. 
John  of  Angely.  p.  517.  the  laft  Line,  De  La  Villette  r. 
De  La  Valette.     p.  548.  1.  20.  befiegedr.  befet. 

N.  B.  Count  of  Chatillon  and  Count  of  Coligni  is  the  fame 
rerfon  ;  he  went  by  theie  two  Names. 
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I. 

Introducl, 


f — ■   ■"*  HE  Animofities between  the  contend-  intarreg- 
ing  Parties  were  rather  increafed  thannum,7«^ 
abated,    by    King  Charles's  Death  ;  <J£^_» 
and  the  whole  Kingdom  was  almoft 
one  Field  of  Battle. 
The  Lovers  of  Peace  and  of  their  Country- 
had  conceived   great  Hopes  of  the  new  King's 
Capacity  ;    for  while  he  was  Duke  of  Anjou  he 
had  (hewed  himfelf  endowed  with  all  thofe  Qualifi- 
cations which  adorn  the  Throne,    he  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  the  Civil  Wars  and  gained  two  con- 
fiderable   Battles  at    Jarnac    and   McntcGntoia\ 
where  he  commanded  in  Perfon.    He  was  thought 
wife,  prudent,  fteady,  fober,  and  moderate-,  able, 
in  a  word,  to  put  an  end  to  the  State's  Troubles 
and  Miferies. 

But  he  was  quite  altered  at  his  Return  from 

Poland  \  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  great  O- 

pinion  conceived  of   him  quite  vanifhed   away. 

He  had  entirely  given  himielf  over   to    his  Fa- 

V.III.  ParVIL  B  ywrites, 


2       Hijlory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 
Intcrreg.  vourites,  (or  Minions,  as  he  called  them)  who  dif- 
June,     honourecl  him  by  their  impudent  Behaviour,  and 
Pope  Gre- obliged  his  beft  Friends  and   moft   faithful  Ser- 
goryXHI.  vants  to  forfake  him:    He  knew  neither  how  to 
*- — v""- '  wage  War,  or  to  make  Peace  :  He  jfhewed  him- 
felf  timorous,  irrefolute  and  fickle  ;  beingdefpifed 
by  both  Parties,  he  foon  became  the  Object  of 
their  Hatred   and   Perfecutions.     The  Kingdom 
fell  into  fuch  Confufions  and  Miferies  under  his 
Reign,  that  the  fundamental  Laws  of  the  State- 
were  trodden  under  foot,  and  theThrone  was  very 
near  becoming   a  Prey  to   the  firft  Ufurper.     In 
fhort,  he  fully  verified  King  Charles  his  Brother's 
Saying  of  him,  That  the  great  Hopes  conceived  of 
him,  not  only  by  the  French,  but  likewife  by  Fo- 
reigners, would  be  certainly  fruf  rated;  and  that 
h  e  would  be  t  thoroughly  known,  fuch   as  he  was . 
whenever  he  Jhould  afcend  the  Throne  (a).      But 
that  Prince's  Character  will  be  better  known  by 
his  Actions   during    the  whole   Courfe   of  his 
Reign. 

Before  entering  into  the  Particulars  of  it,  it 
will  be  proper  to  confider  what  was  done  at 
Court,  and  in  the  Kingdom,  during  the  Queen- 
Mother's  Regency  for  above  three  Months,  from 
King  Charles's  Death  on  the  30th  of  May,  to 
King  Henry's  Arrival  into  his  Dominions  on  the 
5th  cf  September  in  the  fame  Year. 
II.  The  very   fame  Day    that  Charles  died,   the 

The 'Queen  Queen-Mother  difpatched  Chemerault  in  Poland, 
' 'Mejfe 'uoer sto    not'^Y  it  to  King  Henry,   and   defire  him  to 
to  theking  come  without  any  delay  and  take  pofTeiTion    of 
of  Poland,  the  Crown,  which  was  devolved    unto   him  by 
Right  of  Nature,    as  well  as    by  his  Brother's 
Teftament.     She  required  likewife  to  fend  her  in 
all  hafte  his  Letters  Patents  confirming  and  rati- 
fying the  Regency  of  the  Kingdom   during  his 

Abfence, 

(«*)  Thuan.  Vol.  II.  lib.  57    pag.991. 
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Abfence,   which  Charles  had  Jikewife  intruded  Inteneg, 
her  with  by  the  faid  Teftament ;    and  left  fome    7uni.» 
Accident  or  other  mould  befal  Chemerault  upon  p0pe7Grs~ 
the  Road  (be  was  fuhjccl  to  the  Falljng-Sicknefs),  goryXIH. 
fhe  difpatched  Neuvy  on   the  ift  of  June,  upon  * — v— — * 
the  lame  Errand,  and  both  arrived  at  Cracow  m 
a  Fortnight's  time. 

On  the  laft  Day  of  May  the  Parliament  met      Uh 
together  at  Pans,  tho'  it  was   an    Holiday,  and  g,"  ^f~ 
deputed  fome  Prefidents  and  Counfellors   to  the^'     °yr  B 
Caftle  of  Vincennes  to    befeech    the  Queen   to  the  Re  - 
take  upon  her  the  Regency  of  the  Kingdom  dur-?J"cJ- 
ing  the  King's  Abfence  •,    and  in  the  Evening  of 
the  fame  Day,  the  Provoft  of  the  P4erchants  and 
the  Efchevins  (Sheriffs)   of  Paris,    with   feveral 
Counfellors  and  notable  Men  of  the  faid  City, 
came  upon  the  fame  Errand  :  the  Queen  received 
them  gracioufly,  and  gave  them  a  ready  Satisfac- 
tion, by  granting  their  Requeft. 

On  the  ift  of  June,  the  Queen  with  the  Duke      IV. 
of  Alengon^  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  reft  of  s'je  comes 
the  Court  came  to  the  Louvre ;    and  the  mxt'° '^JZT 
Day  fhe  caufed  all  the  Gates  and  Entrances  of  the  Princes 
it  to  be  mured  up,  leaving  only  a  Wicket  open  Prifonen, 
to  one  of  the    great  Gates  •,    there  was  a  great 
Number  of  Archers    within,    and  a  Corps-de- 
Guard  without :  Nay,  fhe  caufed  the  two  Ends 
of  Louvre's  Street  to  be  mured  up.    All  this  fhe 
did  to  perfaade  the  People,  that  the  Confpiracy 
which  La  Molle  arid  Coconnas  had  fuffered    for 
laft  April,  was  not  a  fictitious  one ;  and  that  fhe 
had,  frill  good  Reafons  for  dreading;  the  Confe- 
quences  of  it,  and  for  providing  for  the  Crown's 
Security,  as  well  a$  for  her  own.  (b) 

As  to  the  Duke   of  Alenfon  and  the   King  of 

Navarre^  tho'  they  were  not  kept  clofe  Prifo- 

B  2  ners 

(/')   L'Ftoile,  Memoirss  pcur  Servir  a  f  Hift    de  Fiance., 
Tom.  I.  p.  35. 
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Interreg.  ners  in  a  Chamber    they  had  Guards  fet  upon 

June>  them,  their  own  Apartment's  Windows  were 
Pope  (lre-^OL1D^e  grated,  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  a- 
goryXIII.broad  nor  to  ftlrany  further  in  the  Palace  than  the 
<— -v— -*  Maids  of  Honour's  Apartment  •,  where,  by  Cathe- 
rine's Oi  ders,  they  were  kindly  received  at  anytime. 

V.  On  the  3d  of  June,  the  Parliament  read  and  re- 
Ihe  Fa  -  giftered  the  Letters  Patents,  whereby  fhe  was  con- 
tc-'itsfor  ft:,:il{;ed  anci  appointed  Regent  of  the  Kingdom 
<JreJher- according  to  the  late  King's  Declaration-,  and 
edinPar-Aow  file  began  to  make  ufe  of  her  Talents  for 
liament.     making  herielf  lure  of  a  Power  and.  Authority 

whereof  me  wras  exceedingly  greedy,  and  which 
flie  had  been  in  danger  to  lofe,  had  not  King 
Charles  died  fo  foon. 

VI.  For  that  end,  tho'  fhe  was  very  fenfible,  that 
What  t}ie  Honour  and  Glory  of  the  King  her  Son  and 
Courfejbc^  whole   Kingdom's  Welfare   required    abfo- 

tofces  toy  «  ^ 

the  Go-  lutely  that  flie  fhould  bring  Matters  to  fome  rea- 
wvntnent.  fonable  Terms  and  Agreement  with  the  feveral 
Parties  that  divided  the  State,  and  to  avoid  by 
all  poffible  means  the  renewing  of  the  War,  tho* 
every  thing  feemed  to  concur  to  fo  good  an  end, 
and  that  the  People's  Minds  were  much  inclined 
to  it  •,  neverthelefs,  whereas  fhe  was  no  lefs  fen- 
fible that  by  fo  doing,  her  Authority,  which  could 
not  be  eafily  fupported  but  by  Broils,  Divisions 
and  Con fu (ions,  would  decline  apace,  and  that 
fhe  would  be  reduced  by  degrees  to  the  govern- 
ing of  her  own  Houfhold  -,  therefore  fhe  thought 
that  her  bell  Courfe  for  keeping  always  her 
ground,  was  to  intricate  the  Aftairsin  fuch  a  man- 
ner  that  nobody  but  herielf  could  be  able  to  clear 
them,  and  by  thefe  means  to  make  herfelf  ne- 
cefiary.  That  was  her  conftant  Method  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  this  unhappy  Reign,  as  long 
as  inc  lived,  to  talk  of  Peace,  when  fhe  had  only 
Confufion  and  War  in  her  Thoughts,  to  fow  Di- 
i  vifton 
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virion  amongft  the  great  Men  under  a  Shew  of  Interreg. 
Juftice,    and    to   create  Jealoufies  amongft   the     Jun?> 
Parties  on  pretence   of  courting   one  of  them  :  po1}'q^ 
But  this  will  be  better  known  by  the  Sequel.         goryXIII. 

Now,    as  me  was  fenfible  that  King   Henry  ^— -v— — ' 
could  not  arrive  fo  foon  as  me  defired,   (he  fixed     yil. 
upon  thefe  two  Devices   in   order  to   feeure  her  She  writes 
Adminiftration  the  beft  me  could  :   1  °.  She  wrote  t0  tbtPar- 
herfelf,  and  caufed  the  Duke  of  Aknpn  and  the  l^nY*iilf 
King  of  Navarre  to  do  the  fame,  to  the  Parlia-  Magi/- 
ments,  Governors,  and  chief  Magiftrar.es  all  aver  trates  of 
the  Kingdom,  to  give  them  notice  of  the  late^' ■^"/£~ 
King's  Death,   and   of  the  Occafion  thereof,  in  '° 
order  to  blot  out   of  their  minds  the  Sufpicion 
of  her  having  any  hand  in  it,  as  it  was  rumoured ; 
and  to  let  them  know,  that  me  had  been  intruft- 
cd  by  her  late  Son's  Will  with  the  Regency   of 
the  Kingdom,  during  his  SucceiTor's  Abfence  ; 
and  to  require  of  them  all  a  due  Obedience    to 
the   prefent  Government,  and  to    be  careful   in 
their   feveral  Stations  to  adminifter  Juftice  with- 
out Partiality,  and  to  preferve  Peace  aad  Tran- 
quillity amongft  the  Subjects,  Catholicks,   and 
Reformed,   &c9  &c.     And  this  fhe  did  with  the 
two  Princes  above-named. 

2°.   She  fhewed  forth  an  earneft  Defire  for    yjj* 
Peace,  in  order  to  wheedle  the  Reformed,  efpe-  She  propo-, 
daily  thofe  of  Poitou,  Xaintonge,  Angsumois,  Lafeia  $"/-■ 
RocheHe,  and  Aulnix,   that  fhe  might  more  eafily^'^"7  °J 
fill  upon  them  unawares,  as  fhe  did.     Her  Rea-  tbeRodel- 
fons  for  minding  thefe  Provinces  more  than  the  kfet  Sec. 
other  were,  becaufe  as  to  Normandy  it  was  aim  oft 
fubdued  ;  the  Places   which   remained,   fuch  as 
St.  Lo,  and  Car  en  tan  could  not  hold  out  long, 
and  Montgommery  was  Prifoner  at  Paris ;    as  to 
Daupbine,  the  Prince  Dauphin  Francis  of  Bour- 
bon,  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Montpenfier,  was  at  the 
Head  of  aftrong  Army,  able  to  ftopthe  Progrcfs 
B  3  of 


6       Hijlory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .III, 

Interreg.  of  Montbrun,  and  other  Chiefs  of  the  Reformed 
June,    'm  t|lat.  provmce#      _/^s  to  Languedoc,  Damville 
pcpgQTt_ha.<\  not  as  yet  declared  himfelf  openly  j   and  me 
goryXflf.  v/as  not  out  of  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  Reafon 
*— -v— — '  by  fair  or  foul  means.     As  to  Guienne,  Admiral 
de  Villars^  La  Valettc,  and  others  of  her  Party 
gave  her  hopes  of  keeping  that  Province  in  awe 
with  their  Force.     It    was  not   the  fame    with 
Poitou,  Xaintonge,  &c.  where  the  Reformed  had 
of  late  obliged  the  Duke  of  Montpenfier  to  raife 
the  Siege  of  Fontenai :  His  Army  was  fcattered 
into  feveral  Places,  and  as  yet  not  ftrong  enough 
for  undertaking  any  confiderableEnterprize;  fome 
time  was  required  to  get  together  thefe  Troops, 
and    to    reinforce   them    with  thofe    of    Nor- 
mandy. 

Therefore  me  fent  Abbot  Gadagne  to  Rochelle 
for  treating  of  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  with  La 
Ncue\  for  the  Countries  above-mentioned  ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  fhe  ordered  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
■penjier  to  repair  without  delay  to  his  Army,  and 
to  ftrengthen  it  with  new  Levies  of  Horfe  and 
Foot ;  and  me  fent  Gafpard  Count  of  Schombcrg 
into  Switzer!and,whh  Orders  to  raife  fix  or  feven 
thoufand  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot. 
Jx-  The   Divisions    amongft    the    Reformed    in 

Great  D*-  prance    ^nd  efpecially   at   Rochelle.    where   the 

ru;/iof!s    a-    _  '  rt  -     '  i        a  r»       r  ■  i      r 

iftonpji  the  Queen  kept  conitantly   tome  renhoners,    whole 
Reformed,  chief  Bufinefs  was  to  create  and  foment  Jealou- 
fies  between   the    Citizens    and    the    Nobility : 
Thefe  Divifions,  |fay,  and  La  NoiiPs  Good-na- 
ture, more  than  Gadagne'sznd  others  Eloquence, 
helped  thefe  Envoys  to  an  happy  Condufion  of 
their  Negociation  •,   happy    for    them,    I  mean, 
but  fatal  to  the  Reformed  of  thefe  Parts. 
ciolh       La  P&peliniere  gives  us  the  following  Account 
at Rochelle. of   the   Reformed^  Difpbfiticns  at   that   time: 
The  Er<  ys&e,  were  not  only  divided  in 

two 
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two  Parties,  but  each  Party  was  again  fubdivided  Interreg. 
into  feveral  others,  and  that  Divifion  was  greater  7une> 
amongft  the  Reformed  than  amongft  the  Catho-  pj/cre- 
lieks,  fo  far  that  they  were  in  danger  of  feeing  gcryXIII. 
themfelves  confumed  by  that  interline  Fire  ;  e- 
fpecially  at  Rochelle,  where  the  Difputes  between 
the  Nobility  and  the  Citizens  were  carried  to  a 
great  Heat,  on  account  of  the  various  Opinions 
concerning  the  Lawfulnefs  of  the  War.  There 
were  many  who  thought,  that  King  Charles  be- 
ing dead,  they  were  in  Confcience  bound  to  lay 
down  their  Arms,  at  leafl  till  his  Succeflbr  fhould 
have  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  Crown,  and  had 
taken  fome  Cognizance  of  the  State  of  the 
Realm  ;  but  others  oppofed  ftrongly  that  Opini- 
on, and  would  not  admit  of  anyDelay.  Learned  by 
Experience,  they  thought,  that  their  beft  way 
was  to  improve  the  prefent  Opportunity  without 
trufting  any  longer  to  the  Court's  Promifes. 
And  whereas  the  contrary  Party  was  fomething 
terrified  by  the  bad  Succefs  Montgommery  had  met 
in  Normandy,  and  by  the  great  Preparations 
which  the  Duke  of  Montpenjier  made  ;  they  op- 
pofed to  that  Dread  the  Succefs  of  their  Bre- 
thren in  Dauphins,  Langucdoc,  and  other  Parts, 
and  the  certain  Hopes  they  had  of  fpeedy  and 
large  Succours  which  the  Prince  of  Conde  was 
aflembling  in  Germany,  upon  the  Credit  of  Ca- 
fimir,  Son  to  the  Elector  Palatine. 

But  for  all  that,  many  at  Rochelle  grew  more 
and  more  uneafy  about  the  War.  Some  of  the 
topping  Merchants,  either  ferioufiy  or  otherwife, 
feemed  much  offended  at  fo  many  Depredations 
done  upon  Sea,  and  complained  loudly  of  it ; 
faying,  that  fuchWays  and  Means  of  wagingWar 
were  neither  honeft  nor  lawful,  and  favoured  of 
Piracy  rather  than  any  thing  elfe,  which  could 
but  end  in  the  Ruin  of  many  Traders.  Claudius 
'•  B  4  Huet3 


8       Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol  .III, 
Interreg.    Huet,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  (Echevin)  was  at  their 
June,    fjead  ;  he  prefented  a  Petition  fubfcribed  by  fome 
p0pe  Qre^  other  Merchants,  requiring  that   the  Letters  of 
goryXHI.  Marque  that  had  been  granted  mould  be  repeal- 
*— ■—*"■" — - '  ed,  or  at  leaft  limited  and  reftrained  into  certain 
Bonds  *.      William  Sexier,   alias     des  Fragnez> 
then  Mayor  of  Rochelle,  willing  to  gratify  the 
Sheriff,  ordered  that  the  Execution  of  thefe  Let- 
ters mould  be  fuperfeded  ;  adding  however  that 
this  would  not  prejudice    the  Aflbciation  fvvom 
to  with  the  Nobility,   and  would   laft   only  till 
ha  Noue's  Coming. 

That  Lord  being  arrived,  an  Aflembly  was 
held  at  the  Town-houfe  on  the  20th  of  June, 
wherein  the  Matter  was  debated  a-new,  the 
Mayor's  Proceeding  in  that  Affair  without  the 
Nobility's  Concurrence  was  cenmred,  and  the 
Letters  of  Marque  ordered  to  be  granted  as  be- 
fore with  fome  fmall  Amendment.  (V) 
Chem  -  About  this  time  happen'd  a  thing  which  was 
wrt'sBookY&.Q  to  caufe  a  general  Combuftion  ztRochelk. 
con  tmn  .  ^]10re  wj,Q  ^id  not  approve  of  the  War,  not  con- 
tent with  reviling  the  contrary  Party,  efpecially 
the  Nobility,  in  their  private  Converfation, 
wherein  Calumny  itfelf'was  not  fpared,  were  fo 
bold  as  to  publifh  Pamphlets  againft  that  Party  •, 
amongft  whom  was  a  Minifter,  Chenevert  by 
Name,  a  Man  of  a  noble  Extraction,  learned, 
eloquent,  and  who  by  his  great  Services,  efpe- 
cially in  the  late  Siege  of  Rocbel/e,  had  much 
deferved  from  the  Reformed  in  general,  and 
was  in  great  Credit  in  that  City :  that  Gentle- 
man took  it  in  his  head  to  write  upon  the  fame  ; 

and 

*  "ft  had  been  enafted  at  the  Ecginning  of  the  third  Civil 
War,  to  tit  out  iom'e  Shi^  at  RocbeHc  for  cruifing  upon 
chofe  Seas ;  and  (hat  the  Prizes  ftiould  go  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  War.     See  our  3d  Vol.  pag.  zy$. 

I.a  Popeiinieie  Hill.  deFrancej,  hv.  38.'  fol.  201 — 203/ 
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and  having  {hewn  his  Manufcript  to  fome  oflnj-erreg. 
the  Malecontents,    he  Tent  it  to  the  Printer  by    7™e> 
their  Advice  :  half  Part  of  his  Work  was  pub-  Pope  G're_ 
lifhed  before  the  whole  was  finished,  to  the  great  goryXIII. 
Satisfaction  of  his  Adherents  ;    but  to  the 
Mortification  of  many  others,  who  being  not  able 
to    fee  without  Indignation  that  the  Conduct  and 
Management  of  their  Chiefs,  the  Probity  and  Vir- 
tue whereof  was  confpicuous   to  every  impartial 
Judge,  mould  be  befpattered  in  fuch  a  vile  man- 
ner, gave  them  notice  of  it. 

The  Nobility,  juftly  offended  at  this  Chene- 
vert's  irregular  Proceeding,  required  no  lefs  than 
to  have  him  legally  tryed,  and  exemplarily  pu- 
niihed,  according  to  his  Demerits.  To  make 
fhort,  Cheney ert  having  furrender'd  himfelf  Pri- 
foner  of  his  own  accord,  by  the  Interposition, 
of  the  Minifters  his  Colleagues,  and  the  Mild- 
nefs  of  La  Noue  and  other  Chiefs,  whom  he 
had  grievoLifly  offended,  he  was  fentenced  only 
to  make  an  Acknowledgment  of  his  Fault  in 
prefence  of  fome  Perfons  deputed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  his  Manufcript  and  all  the  Copies  already 
printed,  were  burnt  or  torn  to  pieces  ;  and  foraf- 
much  that  the  Scandal  had  been  publick,  and 
to  blot  out  of  the  People's  Minds  the  fad 
Impreflions  Cbenevert's  Notions  had  made  upon 
them,  it  was  ordered,  That  his  Recantation  and 
Reparation  mould  be  publifhed  from  the  Pulpits 
in  all  the  Churches  of  Rochelle,  which  was  accor- 
dingly executed  the  next  day  (d). 

Such   were   the  Rochellefe   and    the  adjacent       X. 
Countries  Difpofitions,  when  Abbot  Gadagne  ar-  &Ut  Ga- 
rived  at  Rocbelle.  with  Letters  of  the  ^iieen-Re.-  d*gne  *T~ 
gent,  the  Duke  or  Montpe>;fiet\   and  Strcfj'y^    di-  Rochelle. 
reeled  fome  to  La  Noue\  and  others  to  the  Inha- 
bitants, whereby  they  were  exhorted  to  come  to 

a 
[a)  Idem,  fol.  214,  215. 
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Interreg.   a  juft  Senfe  of  their  Duty   and  Allegiance,  and 

June,     not  t0  difturb  the  Kingdom  during  the  King's 

p0pe  Gre-  Abfence,    left  they  mould  provoke  him  to  deal 

goryXIfl.  with   them    with  greater  Severity  than   he  was 

•— -v-— '  inclined  to  do.     Great  Promifes  were  made  like- 

wife  unto  them,   in   cafe  they    would  lay  down 

their  Arms,  and  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  King's 

Pleafure. 

The  Abbot  having  produced  his  Credentials, 
he  left  no  Stone  unturned  to  perfuade  them  to 
that  Submiffion  which  the  Queen  required;  but  he 
found  it  too  hard  to  fucceed,  every  one  com- 
plained of  the  Duke  of  Alengon,  and  the  King  of 
Navarre's  Detention,  and  of  the  Marfhals  Mont- 
morancy  and  Cojfe's  Captivity  ;  therefore  he  faw 
plainly  that  it  would  be  enough  for  him,  if  he 
could  obtain  a  Truce  for  a  few  Months. 

Li  None  judging  of  the  Queen's  Intentions 
by  his  own,  as  he  was  an  upright  Man,  a  true 
Patriot  who  bewailed  the  wretched  Condition  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  tho'  a  ftrenuous  and  great 
Captain,  was  neverthelefs  intirely  averfe  to  Civil 
Wars ;  he  thought  that  fhe  was  in  earneft,  as 
indeed  nothing;  was  more  agreeable  to  Reafon, 
than  that  at  the  firft  Coming  of  the  King  her  Son, 
he  mould  not  find  the  Kingdom  in  fuch  Confu- 
sions as  his  Predeceffor  had  left  it.  Therefore  a 
Conference  was  appointed  for  the  25th  of  June, 
according  to  Thuanus,  or  the  27th,  according  to 
la  Popelinicre,  between  Gadagne,  Biron,  Sfrozzi, 
and  la  Frcjeliere,  on  one  part,  la  None  and  Mi~ 
rambeau,  on  the  other. 
jp-  After  feveral  Debates  they  agreed  upon  aTruce 

retduum  ^ov  two  Months,  to  begin  on  the  ift  of  July  to 
the  ift  of  September,  which  might  be  prolonged 
for  that  whole  Month,  if  the  King  was  fo  pleafed ; 
not  only  the  above-mentioned  Provinces,  but  all 
thpfe  that  would  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  Truce 

upon, 
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upon  the  Terms  ftipulated  would  be  included  inlnterreg. 
it,    by  fending   their    Confent   thereto,   tho'   it    June> 
refpedled  especially  the  former.     They  promifed  plp]7Qrt 
to  keep  their  Troops  in  their  refpective  Garifons,  goryXIN. 
not  allowing   them    the    Liberty    of    going  a' 
plundering   in  the   Country.     In    confideration 
whereof,  the  Queen  promifed  to  pay  thirty-five 
thoufand  Livres  a  Month,  which  makes  feventy 
thoufand  Livres  for  the  two  Months,   according 
to  la  Popeliniere  ;  but  according  to  Thuanus,   it 
was  thirty-fix  thoufand  Livres  a  Month.     It  was 
likewife  ftipulated,   that  in  cafe  the  firft  Payment 
mould  not  be  made  upon  the  25th  of  July  next 
at  Rochelle  or  Fontenai^  the  Treaty  mould  be 
void  ;  and  to  the  end  that  the  Reformed  of  thefe 
Parts  mould  be  able  to  maintain  their  Troops  and 
keep  them  from  making  Incurfions  in  the  Coun- 
try, the  Sum  of  ten  thoufand  Livres  was   to  be 
advanced  to  them  upon  the  whole  on  the   ill  of 
July,  viz.  Six  thoufand  Livres  for  the  Province 
of  Poitou,  two  thoufand  for  Xaintonge,  and  two 
thoufand  for  Angoumois  ;    and  in  cafe  the  faid 
Sum  of  ten  thoufand  Livres  mould  not  be  paid 
down  on    the  2d  of   July,  the  faid   Reformed 
would  be  free  to  grant  their  Troops  liberty  of 
living  upon  the  Country,  to  raife  the  Land-Tax 
and   other  ordinary   Subfidies,    which    however 
mould  be  deducted  out  of  the  thirty-five  thoufand 
Livres  to  be  paid  on  the  25th  of  July  -,    as  well 
as  what  they  were  to  receive  in  part  of  the  ten 
thoufand    Livres,  without,   for  all  that,    preju- 
dicing  the  Truce.     Few  other  Articles   of  lefs 
moment  were  inferted  in   the  Treaty,   which  I 
mail  not  relate  (e). 

Now  to  (how  how  far  the  Queen,  was  in  ear- 
ned, let  us  hear  what  fhe  fays  herfelf  in  her 
own  Letter  to  la  Mothe  Fenelon,   French  Am- 

bafTador 

(>-■}  Idem,  fol.  ?P4,  205, 


1 2       Hiftory  of  the  Reformation ,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  Ill, 
Xnterreg.    baffador  in  England^  dated  at  Paris  the  5th  of 
Sa'     Juty  »    anc*  before  all   let  the  Reader   obferve, 
Pope  Gre-  *■  That  from  Rochelle  to  Paris  there  is  above  one 
goryXin.  hundred   and  fifty  Leagues.     2.  That  the  Suf- 
*— "-v~— '  penfion  of  Arms  was  to  take  place  only  the  ift 
of  July.     3.  That  the  Treaty    was  concluded 
late  on  the  27th  of  June.     Now  let  us  fee  what 
fhe  fays : 
XII.         There  is  no  news  fince  my  laft,  only  that  the 
™*$2e?n  Sieur  de   Biron  and  Abbot    de    Gadagne,    being 
fwcerity.n  ajfewbkd  with  la  None  and  others  of  Rochelle, 
they  have  begun  to  draw  fame  Articles  for  a  Suf- 
penfion  of  Arms  ;  but  becaufe,  fince  that  Sufpenfion, 
they  have  furprifed  the  fmall  Town  of  Civray, 
and  have  taken  again  le   Blanc  in  Berry, 
and  have  feized  upon  a  little  Cajlle  called  Cam- 
pa  g  n  e  •,    out  of  all  which  Places  however  they 
have   been  expelled,  as  foon  as  they  had  entered 
into  them  :  I  hope,  that  no  body  will  advife  me 
to  grant  the  faid  Sufpenfion,  and  there  is  no  likeli- 
hood of  it :    Inafmucb  alfo,   that   my  Coufin  the 
Duke  of  Montpenfier,  who,  befides  his  own  Forces, 
fa  all  be  joined  very  foon  by  thofe  ^/"Normandy, 
with  twelve  or  fifteen  Cannons   and  abundance  of 
Ammunitions,  will,    to   be  fare,  force  them  fpe- 
dily  to  leave  the  Field,  and  alter  their  Thoughts \ 
&c,  &c.  (/) 

True  it  is,  that  the  Reformed  in  Poitou,  Xain- 
tonge,  &c.  did  what  the  Queen  charges  them 
with,  and  even  more  than  flie  complains  of,  as 
we  mail  fay  in  its  proper  place  ;  but  then  it  was 
her  own  fault,  not  having  given  to  Montpenfier 
the  ufual  Orders  in  fuch  cafes  for  the  March  of 
his  Troops,  which  annoyed  all  the  Country 
whereby  they  paffed  :  For  God-fake,  was  the 
Sufpenlion  only  meant  for  the  Reformed  ?    were 

not 

(  f)  Agricola  ^Touvclles  Additions  aux  Memoires  de 
Caftelnau,  Liv,  I.    p&g,  4-19. 
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not  the  Royalifts  obliged   to  obferve  it,  and  to  Interreg. 
fuperfede  all  Acts  of  Hoftilities,  at  leaft,  till  the     7^ 
contrary  Party  had  violated    in  any  refpect  onep^5  Q&. 
of  the  leaft  Articles  of  the  Treaty  ?  It  is  very  goryXIII. 
plain  therefore,  that  the  Catholic  ks  were  the  Ag- 
grefTors,'  fince  the  very  marching  of  their  Troops 
from  their  Garifons  to  form  an  Army  that  was  to 
act  againft  them,  was  a  manifeft  Infraction  of  an 
Article   whereby  the    Rochellefe,    &c.    obliged 
themfelves  to  keep  their  Troops  in  the  Garifons 
wherein  they  were  then,  not  allowing  them  the 
liberty  of  ftirring  abroad  •,    unlefs  the  Catholicks 
undermeant  that  fuch  an  Article  only  obliged  the 
Reformed,  and  not  themfelves,  which  is  an  Ab- 
furdity.     It   is  plain  likewife,    that  the   Queen 
had   no    mind   at  all    to  keep   any  Treaty   fo- 
ever,  fince  (he   took  occafion  to  open  her    real 
Intention,  from   what  the  Reformed   had  done 
one  Day  before,  or  at  the  furtheft,  the  very  firft 
Day  that  the  Sufpenfion  was  to    take  place.     If 
it  was  before,  which  is  very   likely,   or  elfe  fhe 
cculd  not  have  received  lb  loon  the  news  of  it, 
the  Pretence  was-intirely  groundlefs  :  No  body  is 
obliged  to  perform  a  Treaty  before  the  time  fti- 
pulated.     If  it  was  the  fTrft  Day,   ought  fhe  not 
to  fuppofe  that  thefe  Garifons  had  not  as  yet  re- 
ceived proper  Orders  from   the  Principals,  who 
had  not  had  time  enough  to  fend  them  into  the 
feveral  Places  where  they  were  obliged  to  fend 
them  ?    How  doth  fhe  exprefs   fo  great  a  Satif- 
faction  for  what  had  happened,  if  fne  had  treated 
with  that  Sincerity  and  Candour   that   becomes 
fo   well   every   Man,   more   efpecially    Princes? 
I  hope,  faysihe,    that  no  body  will  advife  me  to 
grant  the  faid  Sufpenfion.     Somebody  had  then 
advifed  her   before,  againft  her  own  Will ;  and 
fhe  was  glad  now  to  have  a  pretence,  how  falfe. 
foever,  to  do  her  own  Will.     We  (hall  fee  pre- 

lently 


14       Hijiory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 
interreg.    fently  what  Succefs  fhe  had  ;  wc  muft  at  prefent 

June,    Confider    how    Matters   flood    in    Languedoc, 
Pole  Gre-an(^  tne  neighbouring  Countries. 
goryXIII.      Heretofore  Damville  having  got  intelligence 
J- — ^ — J  of  the  Queen's  mifchievous  Defigns  againft  him, 
„     \:     and  that  fhe  had  fent  St.  Sulpice  and  Villeroy  ori 

JhtOTAJ  Mat-  ,  .  £  y 

ters  flood  purpoie  to  put  them  in  execution  ;  and  that 
in  Languc-  Martinengo  was  arrived  at  Avignon  upon  the 
doc-  fame  Errand,  he  accepted  of  the  Offers  tendered 

to  him  by  St.  Romain  and  de  Claufonne,  two  of 
the  Reformed  Chiefs  in  that  Province.  How- 
ever, thinking  proper  to  difTemble  a  little  longer, 
he  was  content  for  that  time  with  making  a 
Truce  with  them,  which  was  publifhed  on  the 
29th  of  May  (g). 
XIV.  But  the  Parliament  of  1'houloufe,  diving  into 
The  Par-  DamvilWs  Defigns,    oppofed  him  with  all  their 

?S/MIght '  and  by  a  Decree  of  the  *9th  of  June» 
oppofes  tfiey  f°rDad  to  publifh  or  keep  the  faid  Truce  in 
any  Place  of  their  Jurifdiction.  Neverthelefs 
upon  the  fame  Day,  Damville,  as  Governour  in 
Chief  of  the  Province,  appointed  an  Affembly  of 
the  States  thereof  for  the  2d  of  July,  to  be  held 
at  Montpelier ■,  where  he  refided.  The  faid  Par- 
liament oppofed  again  this  Order,  and  by  their 
Decree  forbad  all  Cities,  &c,  i$c.  of  their  Juris- 
diction to  fend  any  Reprefentative  in  the  faid 
States  •,  to  which  Decree,  however,  very  little 
Regard  was  paid  {Jo). 

Now  St.  Sulpice  and  Filler oy  having  received 
their  laft  Orders  from  Court  by  Martinengo,  and 
feeing  that  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  arreft 
Damville,  or  to  murder  him,  undertook  to  under- 
mine his  Authority,  and  attempted  to  deprive 
him  of  his  Government ;  which  they  thought 
to  compafs  the  more  eafily  that  they  were  fup- 
ported  by  the  Duke  of  Ufez,  who  had  turned  Ca- 

tholick 


Damville. 


XV. 

The 
Queen's 
Deputies 
Devices 
again fl 
Du?nrville, 


(g)  Thuan,  1  b  58.  la  Popel.  liv.  38.     (/,)  Eid.  ibid. 
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tholick  fince  Bartholomew's  Day,  the  Count  ofInterreg. 
Joyeufe   Damville's   Lieutenant,   the   Count    of    ^u?:ey 
Suze,  the   Cardinal    of   Armagnac,  and    feveral  p0pe  q\p. 
other  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  the  firft "Qpality  goryXIIL 
in  that  Province,  who   were   either   Damville's  v— v— — ^ 
Enemies,    or   Hunters  after   the    Queen's    Fa- 
vour (j). 

At  the  fame  lime  they  fought  in  Dauphins  XVI. 
with  various  Succefs  j  Mont  brim  had  routed  the  TbeJffairi 
Prince  Dauphin's  Vanguard  at  the  Bridge  q{°{,  Dhu~ 
Royans,where  four  hundred  Men  of  the  Catholick 
Side  were  killed,  and  eight  Pair  of  Colours  taken  -, 
but  being  gone  to  Die,  which  he  intended  to  fur- 
prife  by  Efcalado,  he  was  betrayed  by  Glandage, 
Son  to  the  Governour  of  that  Place,  who,  out  of 
fpite  againft  his  Father  had  fled  to  Montbrun. 
This  young  Gentleman,  in  order  to  make  his 
peace  with  his  Father,  fcnt  him  notice  of  Mont- 
bruifs  Defigns  ;  whereupon  the  faid  Governour 
put  himfelf  in  fo  good  Pofture  of  Defence,  that 
Montbruifs  Attempt  was  defeated  with  the  Lofs 
of  many  of  his  Men  :  From  thence  he  came  to 
Loriol  [t). 

The  Prince  Dauphin  befieged  Alex,  a  fmall 
Town  which  he  battered,  and  rTormed  it,  but 
was  repulfed  with  great  Lofs  :  He  ftormed  it  a 
fecond  time,  and  the  Garifon  being  not  {Irons 
enough  to  cope  with  him,  retired  into  the  Caftle* 
wherein  being  furprized  treacherously,  and  a  Fire 
happening  accidentally,  part  of  them  were  con- 
fumed  by  the -Flame?,  and  the  reft  call  headlong 
upon  the  Rocks.  Then  the  Prince  marched  to 
Ofte,  but  the  Garifon  of  that  Place  retired  in  the 
Night-time  thro'  fome  By-ways  to  Livrcn,  a 
fmall  Town  in  the  Diocefe  of  Faience,  which  the 
Prince  befieged  on  the  23d  of  June  •,  but  by  the 
brave  Refinance  of  the  Befieged  and  Monthrunxs 

Diligence, 

(j)  Fid    ibid.  .     Eid   ibid. 


1 6       Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation,  mid  of  the  Vol.  IIL 
Interreg.   Diligence  he  was  forced  to  raife  the  Siege  eight 
June,    DayS  after,  and  to  fend  his  harraffed  Troops  into 
Pott ?  Gre-Garifon  for  a  time.     Rochegude  gotforae  Advan- 
goryXIIl.  tases  over  the  Catholicks  in  Vivaretz,  where  he 
*— - "v— — '  took   again   Vajjaux,    put    the  Garifon    to    the 
Sword,  and  routed  Captain  Laval  that  came  to 
their  Relief.     At  the   fame  time  Pierre  Gourde 
took  by  Composition  Chalenfon,   and  St.  Remain 
feized  by  Intelligence  upon  the  Town  of  Nonnay, 
the  moft  coniiderable  Place  of  the  high  Vivaretz  ; 
and  having  put  in  it  a  Governour  of  his  own,  he 
went  back  to  Nimes.     Such  was   the  Pofture   of 
Affairs   in   the  Southern  Provicnes  of  France, 
from  whence  we  muft  come  to  Court,  where  the 
firft  thing  that  offers  itfelf  to  our  Consideration, 
is  Mcntgommery's  Tryal  and  hard  Fate. 
XVII.        That  unfortunate  Lord   having  been  brought 
Montgom-  to  Paris,  was  tryed  by  Judges  of  the  Queen's 
men  tfyfown  Appointment,  who  condemned  him  as  guilty 
andexecu-0^  High  Treafon    to   be  beheaded.     Before  he 
ted.  was  led  to  the  Place  of  Execution,  he  was    a 

fecond  time  put  upon  the  Rack  to  force  him  to 
confefs  the  late  Admiral  de  Coligni's  pretended 
Plot  •,  but  tho'  he  was  moft  cruelly  tortured,  he 
underwent  it  with  the  greateft  Conftancy,  with- 
out faying  or  doing  any  thing  unworthy  of  him- 
felf ;  then  he  was  put  upon  a  Cart,  had  his 
Hands  tyed  behind  his  Back,  a  Pried  and  the 
Executioner  were  on  his  Sides,  and  was  carried 
thro'  the  Streets  to  the  Greve.  He  looked 
upon  the  People  round  about  him  with  an  un- 
daunted Countenance,  and  defired  their  Prayers 
for  him  ;  being  arrived  at  the  Place  of  Execu- 
tion, he  came  upon  the  Scaffold,  and  fpake  to 
the  People  to  the  following  Purport  : 

"  It  is  impofiible,  that  amongft  fuch  a  vaft 
"  Multitude  of  People  there  mould  not  be  fome 
"  good  and  honeft  Men,  unto  them  I  direct  my 

Speech, 
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"  Speech,  and  defire  them  to  remember,  that  I  Interreg, 

"  don't  die  for  the  Facts   charged  upon  me.    Jme* 

<e  There  can  be  but  very  few  amongft  you,  who  p0pe7Gre- 

"  are  ignorant  of  my  involuntary  Misfortune,  goryXl if. 

"  when    I   wounded   our   King  Henry  II.   for' 

"  which  I  exiled  myfelf  j    but  really,  I  longed 

"  to  fee  again  my  own  Couutry,  and  improved 

"  all  Opportunities  to  return  into  it,  efpecially 

<e  when    thofe  Opportunities  were  agreeable  to 

"  my  Confcience  and  Profellion,    but  always 

"  without  any  Infidelity  to  my  King  ;  and  here 

"  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  juftify  the  Marfhals 

"  Prifoners,   {Montmorancy  and  Cojfe)  and  do 

"  folemnly  declare,  that  they  never  have  been 

c*  Complices  with  us  in  the  late  Insurrection,  nor 

"  knew  any  thing  of  it.     Now  I  do  require  two 

"  Things  of  you:    1.  That  you  would  let  my 

"  Children  know,    that  having   been  declared 

"  ignoble    by  the  Sentence   patted  againfl   me, 

"  I  do  ratify  the  fame  if  they  don't  fhew  a  true 

".  noble  Soul.     2.  When   you   mall  be  afked, 

'■  what  Montgommery  has  been  beheaded  for, 

"  don't  fay  becaufe  of  the  Civil  Wars,  and  that 

"  he  had  taken  Arms  againft  his  Sovereign,  and 

"  difplayed  Englifh    Colours    upon   a   French 

"  Land,  all  thefe  things  would  turn  to  the  Praife 

*'  of  a  vain  man  •,  but  let  me  be  a  Companion  to 

"  fo  many  good  Men  old  and  young,  and  poor 

"  innocent  Women,  that  have  undergone  Fire 

"  and  Sword  at  this  very  fame  Place." 

Having  done  fpeaking,  he  went  to  the  Poft,  and 
bid  a  laft  Farewel  to  Fervaques ;  and  having  made 
a  fervent  PrayertoGod,  hisHeadwas  fever'd  and 
fet  upon  a  Pole,  but  taken  off  by  the  Queen's  Com- 
mand, who  had  been  prefent  at  the  Execution. 

So  died  on  the  26th  of  June,  Gabriel  Count 

of  Montgommery  •,    during  his  Confinement  and 

on  his  Trial,    he  always  behaved  himfelf  like  a 

'  V.  III.  Part II.        C  •    Nobleman* 


1 8       Hiftory  of  the  Reformation^  and  of  the  Vol  .III. 
Interreg.   Nobleman  and  a  Chriftian  •,  he  conld  never  liften 
Jme*     to  any  thing  faid  unto  him  by  zjacobine,  contrary 
P«;fGre-t0  n^s  Religion;  and  refufed  to  confefs  to  Vigor 9 
goryXUI. Archbifliop  of Narbonne,  and   to  do  anything 
contrary  to  his  Religion.     He  left  nine  Sons  and 
two  Daughters,  that  were    declared    ignoble  ; 
but  were  reftored   to  their  Titles,  Dignities,  fi- 
xates, &c.  by  the  firPc  Treaty  of  Peace.     Thua- 
nus  owns,  that  he  was  condemned  for  gratifying 
the  Revenge  of  a  weak  Princefs,  becaufe  he  had 
been  the  Occafion   of    her    Royal   Hufband's 
Dearh,  tho'  innocently  •,    whereupon  he  makes 
the  following  Obfervation,   That  whoever   does 
any  -prejudice  to  his  King,  tho*  he  intends  no  harm 
to  him,  becomes  guilty.     Now  if  we  confider  how 
that  unfortunate  Lord  came  to  this  tragical  End, 
we  can  but  own  the  Truth  of  the  Saying,    Quos. 
Jupiter  per  dere  vult,prius  dement  at ;  and  indeed 
it  is  unconceivable,  how  he  could  accept  of  the 
Terms  offered  at  Domfront*  that  he  fhould  re- 
main Prifoner  of  War   till  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Court  mould  be  known  ;    tho*  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  promifed  his  Liberty  immediately   after 
the  Courier's  Return.  Had  he  forgot  already  that 
tho'  the  Duke  of  Nemours  had  granted  an   ho- 
nourable Capitulation  to  Mazer es  and  Caftelnau, 
when  they   furrendered   themfelves  to  him   at 
Nozai ;  Francis  lid,    or  rather  his  Council,   re- 
fufed to  ratify  the  Capitulation,  and  caufed  thefe 
two  unfortunate  Gentlemen  to  be  beheaded,  as 
Accomplices  in  the  Ambcfian  f*lot  ?  How  could 
he  imagine,  that  the  prefent  Court  would  pay  a 
greater  regard  to  Matignon's  Word  and  Promifes, 
than  the  former  had  done   to  the  Duke  of  Ne- 
mours's  ?  Ought  he  not  to  confider,  that  befides 
the  general  Hatred  the  Court  bear  againft  all  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Reformed,  there  were  three  things 
which  rendered  him  more  odious  than  the  reft, 
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viz.  Henry  lid's  Death,  the  Execution  he  had  Interreg. 
caufed  to  be  made   at  Ortez  five  Years  before,    J.une>- 
and   his  late  Infurredtion,    notwithstanding  tht  pJA'q^ 
Favours  King  Charles  had  granted  him  three  orgcryXIIL 
four  Months   before  for  felling  or   mortgaging  »^-— v—- ^ 
his  Eftate  -,    and  feveral  other  considerable  Con- 
ceffions,  mentioned  in  a  private  Treaty  which  he 
had  concluded  with  his  Majefty  in  January  laft, 
and  which  Agricola  has  collected  in  his  new  Ad- 
ditions to  the  Memoirs  of  Cajlelnau-Mauvifftere. 
All  thefe  Considerations  were  fufficient,  methinks, 
to  render  him  more  cautious  how  he  treated  with 
his  Enemies  ;  they  were  fo  obvious,  that  Colum- 
bieres,  who  commanded  in  57.  Lo,  offered  them 
unto    him,    when  Matignon  had  brought  him 
before  that  Place  to  follicit  that  brave  Officer  to 
Surrender  it  by  Capitulation  ;    and   told  him  at 
laft:  in  a  Paflion,    If  Montgommery  has  been  fo 
cowardly  as  to  chufe    to  be  dragged  through  the 
Streets  of  Paris,   and  to  end  his  Life  by  an  igno- 
minious Deaths  Columbieres  will  not  do  the  fame  ; 
he  chufe s  to  die  honourably  upon  the  Breach  (k). 

■  De  Lorges,  eldeft  Son  to  the  ftid  Count,  had  Mmtgom- 
been  taken  Prifoner  of  War  with  his  Father  ;  faery's 
but  he  found  means  to  make  his  efcape,  before  Scn s  £f" 
he  was  brought  to  Paris  ;   and  after  having  hap- 
pily  parTed   through  many  Dangers,  he  arrived 
fafe  at  Rochelle  by  the  middle  of  July,  where  he 
was  very  comfortably  received  by  his   Father's 
Friends. 

The  fame  Day  of  Montgomery's  Execution,   XVIII. 
the  Town  of  Carentan,  dreading  the  fame  Fate  Car^s 
as  St.  Lo,  which  had  been  ftormed  and  deftroyed,^™^' 
Colombieres  and  one  of  his  Sons  having  been  kjl-  nourable 
led  upon  the  Breach  as  he  defired,  furrendered  Terms. 

C  2  without 

{k)  D'Aubigne  Tom.  II.  Liv.  2.  Ch.  8.  Thuan.  lb.  58. 
De  TEtoile  Mem.  pour  Servir  a  THift.  de  France,  Tom#JL 
La  Porel.  Liv.  38  &  39. 
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without  Refiftance  upon  honourable  Terms, 
which  were  better  kept  than  any  before.  Guittery, 
Commander  thereof,  was  brought  to  the  Queen, 
and  after  a  long  Conference  with  her  Majefty, 
he  was  difmifTed  fafe,  and  went  into  his  own 
Houfe,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  many,  whp 
thought  that  he  would  ihare  fome  hard  Fate  : 
This  was  the  lafl  Town  that  the  Reformed  were 
pofiefied  of  in  Normandy. 
july.  On  the  6th  of  July  King  Henry's  Letters  Pa- 
XIX.  tents,  confirming  and  amplifying  his  Mother's 
■e  late  Power  and  Authority,  were  read  and  regiftered 
King"sFu-'in  parliament  •  and  from  the  8th  to  the  13th 
inclufively,  were  performed  the  late  King's  Fu- 
nerals, after  having  laid  in  ftate  for  forty  Days 
together.  s 

xx-  About  this  time  the  Confederates  of  Langucdoc 

r  e    ri"ce  received   a   Letter   from  the  Prince    of  Conde. 

of.  Lonae  s  .  .     .  n       r    t    1  • 

'Letters,  dated  at  Heidelberg  the  lit  or  July  ;  wherein, 
after  having  exalted  their  Conitancy  in  the  De- 
fence of  the  Cause,  he  denied  them  to  fend 
the  Money  they  had  promifed  for  the  Levy  of 
the  Troops ;  alluring  them,  that  as  foon  as  he 
had  received  it  they  would  march  out  to  their 
AfTiftance  under  his  Command. 
Maai-      Befides  that,  he  publifhed  a  Mamfefto  on  the 

fefio.  1 2th  of  the  fame  Month  •,    whereby  he  called 

God,  his  Angels,  and  all  the  Princes  and  Poten- 
tates of  the  World  to  be  Witneffes  of  the  Purity 
and  Sincerity  of  his  Intentions  •,  and  accounted 
for  the  Reafons  that  moved  him  to  take  fuch  a 
flep,  to  wit,  for  obtaining  a  Redcefs  of  the  ma- 
nifold Grievances  whereunder  the  Kingdom 
groaned.  He  exhibited  the  great  Hardfhips 
which  the  Duke  of  Alencon  and  the  King  of 
Navarre  laboured  under,  without  the  leaft  Sha- 
dow ot  Reafon  or  Jutlice  ;  and  faid,  that  be  and 
^ers,  who  had  joined  or  ihould  hereafter  join 

them- 
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themfelves  with  him,  tho*  of  contrary  Religion,  Interreg, 
had  no  other  mind  but  that  of  providing  for  the      *•*?* 
publick  Welfare,  and  their  private  Security,  and  p^l  Qre_ 
ofoppofing  with   all   their  Might  the  Violence goryXlif. 
and  Injuftice  of  thofe  who  abufed   the   King's ! — -v — J 
Name  and  Authority,  to  the  intolerable  Oppref- 
iion  of  his  Majefly's  moft  faithful  Subjects  (/). 

An  Affembly  of  the  Reformed  had  been  ap-  XXTJ 
pointed  at  Milhand  in  Rcitergues,  for  the  ioth^/;^ /*J~ 
of  July  ;  but  the  Deputies  of  Languedoc,  Gui- ■  MUhaud, 
enne,  and  Dauphine,  could  not  meet  together 
at  that  Place  before  the  1 6th  of  the  faid  Month  : 
As  to  thofe  of  other  Provinces  that  were  difperfed 
on  account  of  the  War,  fome  of  them  fent  their 
Procuration,  approving  whatever  mould  be  rc- 
folved  in  that  Aflembly.  Several  Matters  were 
debated,  and  feveral  Regulations  made  concern- 
ing the  Civil  and  the  Military  Government  of 
the  Provinces.  Two  Things  efpecially  took  up 
the  greateft  part  of  their  Time  and  Attention  •, 
i.  Upon  what  Terms  they  mould  league  them- 
felves with  the  Marfhal  Damville^  and  the  Poli- 
ticians. 2.  What  Anfwer  they  mould  return  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde's  Letters. 

As  to  the  firft  Article,  many  of  the  Deputies 
looked  upon  that  AfTociation  as  very  advanta- 
geous to  them  ;  therefore  they  voted  for  it  with 
this  Provifo,  that  the  Marfhal  mould  fubfcribe 
to  fome  reafonable  Terms  that  mould  be  proffer- 
ed to  him:  But  feveral  others  dreaded  the  Con- 
fequences  of  fuch  an  AiTociation,  and  gave  good 
Reafons  for  their  Fears,  as  for  Example,  that  Dafri- 
ville  fnould  make  ufe  of  it  only  to  ferve  his  turn, 
and  obtain  better  terms  from  the  Court  himfdf. 
However  the  firft  carried  the  point,  and  the  Af- 
fociation  was  refolved  upon.  As  to  thofe  Depu- 
ties who  faid  that  they  had  no  Inftru&ions  upon 
C  3  that 

(I)  La  Popeliniere,  liv.  39.     Thuan.  lib   5S. 
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Interreg.  that  Subject  from  their  Principals,  they  were  told 

J*ly>     that  the  Aflembly  would   give   them  fumcient 

I C74.        *->  JO 

P^Gre. Certificate  for  their  Difcharge.     Then  they  took 
goryXIII.into  their  confideration  what  Terms  they  ought 
c—~ v~— '  to  propofe  to  the  Marmal,  but  that  was  put  off 
to   another    time,    becaufe   the    faid   Marfhal's 
Confent   for  treating  was  requifite,   which  could 
not  then  be  got ;    but  they  acknowledged  him 
by  a  publick  Inftrument,  as  Governour  of  Lan- 
guedoc,  under  the  King's  Authority,  (for  the  Par- 
liament of  Thouloufe  had  been  bold  enough  of 
late  to  diveft  him  of  that  Title). 
Thcv  eka       As  to  tne  Prince  of  Conde,  the  Articles  of  his 
the  Prince  Reception  as   Chief  of  the  Confederates  were 
of  Condi  drawn  up  on  the  16th  of  July,  the  firft  Day  cf 
fCbi!fdr  their  Seflion.     Amongfl  thefe  Articles,  the  fol- 
lowing were  the   principal:     i .  That  the  Prince, 
whom  they   elected  for  their  Captain-General, 
fhould  take  his  oath  before   their  Deputies  the 
Eleclor  Palatine,   Prince  Cajimir,  &c.    that  he 
w7ould  live  and  die  in  the  Profeffion  of  the  Re- 
formed Religion,  and  promote  the  Kingdom  of 
God  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power  ;  that  he  would 
procure  the  Reftoration  of  the  good  Order,  Dif- 
cipline,  and  Police  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well  in 
the  publick  Adminiftration  of  the  Government, 
as  in  the  private,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Subjects 
of  either  Religion  ;    that  he  would  do  his  beft 
endeavours  for   fetting   at   liberty  the  Duke  of 
«  yllenfon,  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  Marfhals  of 
Mcntmorancy  and  Cojfe  ;    however  if  they  were 
guilty  of  the  pretended  Plot  againfl:  his  late  Ma- 
jetty,  he  would  take  care  to  have  them  tryed  by 
unexceptionable  Judges  ;    that  he  would  endea- 
vour  to   refcue  the   publick  Administration  out 
of  the  hands  of  Ufurpers,  (the  Queen  being  not 
at  all  meant  under  that  Name)  which  he  would 
rcftore  to  the  King   when  arrived   in  his  Do- 
minions, 
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minions,  or  to  the  Duke  of  Alen$on  in  the  King's  Intgrreg. 
Abfence  ;    that  at  that  time  he  would  procure  an     J  *** 
Affembly  of  the  General  States  of  the  Kingdom,  /w^e- 
for  healing,  if  poffible,  the  wretched  State  where-  gcryXIJI. 
under  it  groaned,  &c. 

2.  That  the  Prince  would  undertake  nothing 
without  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  a  Council, 
of  the  faid  AfTembly's  own  Appointment. 

3.  That  confidering  the  manifold  Mifchicfs 
and  Enormities  that  arofe  from  a  falfe  Notion 
of  Power  and  Authority,  they  befought  his 
Highnefs  not  to  take  amifs  that  they  mould  exhort 
him  to  behave  himfelf  modeftly,  not  like  a 
Tyrant  or  a  dreadful  Prince,  but  like  a  Judge 
of  Ifrael,  appointed  by  God  for  governing  and 
protecting  his  own  People  ;  minding  always" his 
holy  Laws,  and  reading  them  carefully  and  di- 
ligently, and  caufing  them  to  be  kept  all  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  Life,  t£?<r. 

They  tranfmitted  thefe  Articles  to  the  Prince, 
who  was  then  at  Bafil,  where  he  was  come  to  be 
nigher  at  hand  for  negociating  in  Germany,  and 
receiving  News  from  Languedoc.  As  to  the 
Supply  of  Money,  tho'  they  could  not  do  as 
much  as  they  wifhed,  for  want  of  Means,  yet 
the  Province  of  Languedoc  fent  him  what  they 
could  afford  ;  then  they  adjourned  themfelves  to 
the  Month  of  Auguft  (*»). 

Several  of  the  Politicians  came  to  meet  the 
Prince  at  Bafil  •,  he  travelled  through  Switzer- 
land, and  was  honourably  received  every  where  ; 
then  underftanding  that  the  King  was  upon  his 
Journey  to  France,  he  wrote  to  him  on  the  2 2d 
of  July-,  he  juftifled  his  own  Conduct,  and  be- 
fought his  Majeity  not  to  take  amifs  what  he  had 
done  in  his  own  and  his  Party's  Defence,  hav- 
-  C  4  ing 

(m)  LaPopel.  liv.  38.  fol.  217— -zzo.  Thuan.  lib.  58. 
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Jnterreg.  ing  been  forced  to  it ;  that  upon  a  thorough 
7«ih  Examination  his  Majefty  would  find,  that  none 
p  V ^Qrt _.of  his  Subjects  were  fo  well  difpofed  to  promote 
goryXIII.  his  own  Glory  and  the  Welfare  of  his  Kingdom, 
*— -v— '  as  he  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  had  undertaken 
the  fame  caufe  with  him. 

On  the  1 8  th  of  July,  la  None  and  Fontenay 
youngeft  Brother  of  Rohan,  arrived  at  Rochelle^ 
from  Lufignan  and  Fontenay  ;    where  they  had 
been  in  order  to  put  thofe  Places  in  a  Pofture  of 
Defence,  becaufe  it  was  certainly  known  that  the 
Duke  of  Montpenfier's  Army,  having  been  rein- 
forced with  the  Troops  of  Normandy,  were  march- 
ing into   Poitou)  and  had    already    crofTed  the 
Loire. 
XXII.        And  indeed  tho'  a  Truce   had   been  agreed 
War  car-  Up0n    for   the   Provinces  of  Poitou,  Xaintonge, 
rie  in   a:-  rfng0Ui$me<t   and  [a  Rochelle,   and  their  Dijlriff 
for  two  Months,  as  abovefaid,  it  lafted  not  two 
Days  •,    Poitou  was  over- run  with  the  Duke  of 
Montpenfier's  Troops  marching   to  the  general 
Rendezvous   of  the  Army,    which   committed 
great  Diforders  in  their  March  •,    therefore  the 
very  firfl  of  July,  the  Day  when  the  Sufpenfion 
of  Arms  was  to  take  place,  they  were   fet  upon 
by  the  Garifon  of  hufignan  ;    and  at  the   fame 
time,  that  of  Fontenay  made  Incurfions  to  the 
very  Gates  of  Nantes,  and  intirely  routed  five 
hundred  Harquebufiers,  and   carried  away    two 
Standards. 

In  Perigord,  Langoiran,  Governour  of  Peri- 
gaeux,  routed  two  Companies  of  Foot  ;  feveral 
other  Acts  of  Hostility  were  committed  on  both 
Sides,  whereupon  the  Queen  ordered  the  Army, 
under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Mont-pen- 
ficr,  to  march  directly  to  Saumur,  a  very  conve- 
nient Poft  for  the  Pafiage  of  the  Loire,  and  o- 
ther  Rivers.     The  faid  Duke  was  joined  there 

bv 
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by  Cbavigny,  Puygaillard,  Bujfy  d'Amboife,  D^Interreg. 
Pleffis   Richlieu,    and   other    Captains    in  great     Ju*f9 
Number ;    and  having  reviewed  his  Army,  he  p^7  Gre- 
found  it     ten    thoufand    Men    ftrong,   befides  goryXIII. 
eighteen  Cannons  :    then  on  the    ift  of  Auguft  V^V-TJ 
he  encamped  at  Monfireuil-Bellay,  and  the  next     "&""' 
Day  at  Erval. 

He  made  great  Progrefs  in  his  March,  and 
took  St.  Maixent,  which  the  Reformed  had.  a- 
bandoned  ;  he  had  a  mind  to  lay  Siege  to 
Lufignan,  but  having  held  a  Council  of  War 
at  Vouille,  he  was  advifed  to  -delay  it  for  a 
while,  and  to  march  to  Fontenay,  not  far  from 
Rochelle,  the  taking  whereof  would  prove  a 
great  Annoyance  to  this  laft  City.  While  they 
were  making  the  necefTary  Preparations  for  that 
Siege,  he  took  the  Caftles  of  la  Foreft-upon-Seure, 
Cberveux,  and  Aulnay  ;  from  thence  he  marched 
to  Mejle,  and  became  'Tornacoupe,  Commander 
thereof,  refufed  to  furrender  till  the  Cannon  had 
been  levelled,  after  the  Reddition  of  the  Place, 
he  caufed  that  Officer  to  be  hanged,  with  twelve 
or  fifteen  of  his  ftouteft  Men.  From  thence  he 
detached  Chavigny  with  Des  Roches  Bar 7 'taut,  to 
take  pofleffion  of  Marans,  which  the  Reformed 
had  abandoned  becaufe  it  was  not  fortified ; 
wherefrom  the  Catholicks  infefted  much  the 
Rochelkfe,  and  that  Lofs  caufed  a  general  Con- 
ilernation  amongft  them. 

Mean-while    the  Queen    feigning    always   a  XXIIT. 
great  Inclination  to  Peace,  fent  the  Lady  Bonne-  Lady  Bon- 
val  to  Rocbeile,  to  induce  the  Reformed  Nobi-^//^ 
lity,  and  the  Citizens,  to  lay  down  their  Arms,  %ueen  & 
or  at  lead  to  agree  upon  a  Truce;    being  arriv-  tbeRocbel- 
ed  on  the    15th   of  Auguft,    fhe  exhibited  her^*j 
Commifiion   and  the  Articles  propofed   by  the 
Queen. 

Thev 
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Interreg.       They  returned   a  very  dutiful  and  fubmimve 

Muft*    Anfwer,  thanking  her  Majefty   for  the  Difpofi- 

Pope  Gre-tions  fhe  ihewed  forth  to  eafe  the  Subjects  of  hfe 

goryXIH.  Majefty,  and  give  them  fome  reft ;  afturing,  that 

5  '  "w^1-'  their  Will  and  Intention  had  always  been  to  pay 

a  willing  and  lawful  Obedience  to  the  King,  to 

promote  his  own  Glory  and  the  Welfare  of  his 

Kingdom;  that  they  were  ftill  of  the  fame  mind, 

and  approved  much  of  her  Majefty's  Intention  of 

fending  fome  Perfons   qualified,   to  confer  and 

refolve  about  feveral  Difficulties  that  had  arifen 

iince  the  late  Troubles  :    Laftly,  they  befought 

her  Majefty   to  fend  immediate  Orders  for  the 

releafing  of  their  Deputies  to  the  Churches  of 

Languedoc,  who     had   been     arrefted  notwith- 

ftanding  the  late  King's  Safe-Conduct.    They  had 

been  releafed  of  late,  but  the  News  thereof  had  not 

reached  as  yet  to  Rochelle. 

Lady  Bonneval  fet  out  two  Days  after  with 
that  Anfwer,  not  without  being  much  fufpecled 
that  fhe  was  come  upon  fome  underhand  Dealing 
with  fome  Inhabitants  •,  which  Sufpicions  were 
altogether  groundlefs,  as  appeared  by  fome 
Letters  of  her  own,  which  were  intercepted  and 
publiihed. 

During  thefe  Parleys  a  Party  of  Montpenjter's 

Army  made  Incurftons  in   the   Neighbourhood 

of  Rochelle  \  -they  killed  fome  People  and  took 

fome  others  Prifoners  ;    they  came  fo  near  the 

City  that   it    afforded   occafion    of    fufpecting 

fome  Intelligence. 

XXIV.        Whereupon  a  general  Affembly  was  held  at 

ATembLs  St'Ton^  church  on  the  19th  of  the  fame  Month : 

held  at  Rv- La  Noue  told  them,   that  he  had  received  notice 

chelle.       from  very  good  hands,  that  fome  of  the  Citizens 

held  fecret  Correfpondences  with  the  Enemies, 

who  would  not  venture  to  come  fo  near  the  City 

and  in  fuch  fmall  Numbers,  were  they  not  fure 

of 
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of  their  Friends  •,  that  it  was  necefTary  to  watch  Interreg. 
narrowly  over  them,  and  not  to  be  fo   far  con-   Au£uP* 
cerned  for  Lafignan  and  Fontenay,  as  to  neglect  p0pe  Gre- 
their  own  Security  •,    that  the  Defigns  of  the  Ca-  goryXIII. 
tholicks  upon  thofe  Places  might  be  but  a  Feint 
for  furpriling   la  Rochelle  unawares.     Then  it 
was  propofed  to  expel  from  the  City  all  fufpected 
Perfons.  The  Guards  were  doubled,  and  the  For- 
tifications confiderably  increafed. 

On  the  23d  of  the  fame  Month,  another  Af- 
fembly  was  held  at  the  fame  place,  on  account 
of  fome  Letters  of  the  Prince  of  Condi,  dated 
from  Strajbourg  the  1 2th  of  laft  June,  which 
came  by  the  way  of  England. 

The  Prince,  after  having  praifed  their  Zeal 
and  Affection  for  the  Common  Caufe,  and  ex- 
horted them  to  perfevere,  defired  them  to  fend 
him  a  Supply  of  Money  •,  and  whereas  the  City 
of  Embden  had  promifed  to  advance  an  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns,  provided  the  Rochellefe  would 
engage  themfelvss  for  that  Sum,  and  that  they 
would  be  content  to  take  Salt  or  other  Goods 
in  Payment.  Thefe  Letters  having  been  read, 
the  AfTembly  confented  to  the  Proportions  of 
the  City  of  Embden,  and  fent  the  proper  Instru- 
ment to  the  Prince  for  that  purpofe,  at  Neuf- 
chatel-,  whereby  however  he  could  receive  no 
Benefit,  or  very  little,  becaufe  this  was  a  Year 
of  fuch  Scarcity  of  Salt  and  Wine,  which  is  the 
only  Trade  of  Guienne,  that  an  hundred  weight 
of  Salt  fold  for  two  thoufand  Livres,  which  is 
twenty  Livres  per  Pound,  a  prodigious 
thing  (n) ! 

Five  Days  after  la  None  held  another  general 
AfTembly  at  Rochelle,  on  account  of  the  taking 
of  Marans.  After  he  had  difcourfed  fully  upon 
the  prefent  Occurrences,  he  upbraided  them  for 

their 
(/?)  LaPopel.  liv.  38    fol.  223- — 333. 
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Imerreg.  their  Murmurings,  and  the  Jealou/ies  they  enter- 
"ZUJ '  tained  one  againft  another;  he  complained  of 
Pope  Gre-^a^e  Brethren,  who  under  a  Shew  of  Religion 
goryXIII.and  an  affected  Love  of  Peace ,  aimed  at  nothing 
^elfe  but  to  Tow  divifion  between  the  Nobility 
and  Citizens,  which  could  but  end  to  their  utter 
Deftruction  ;  he  complained  likewife  of  the  ill 
Ufage  which  fome  Gentlemen  had  received 
from  the  Townfmen,  having  been  refufed  Ad- 
mittance into  the  City,  though  they  came  from 
fome  publick  Service  :  he  faid,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  three  feveral  places, 
and  by  unfufpected  Perfons,  that  they  kept 
two  Deputies  at  Paris,  with  Inftruclions  and 
full  Powers  for  treating  of  a  feparate  Peace  with 
the  Queen  ♦,  which  was  a  fhameful  thing,  quite 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Juftice  and  Confcience, 
iince  they  had  fworn  of  late  a  ftricl  Union  with 
the  Reformed  Churches  of  the  Kingdom.  He 
warned  them  to  beware  of  fome  Members  of 
the  Mayor's  Council ;  he  defired  his  Difcharge 
from  any  publick  Employment  amongft  them, 
and  exhorted  them  to  a  Ariel:  Union  and  Con- 
cord amongft  themfelves. 

Moved  by  that  Speech,  the  AfTembly  declared 
unanimoufly,  that  the  bad  Counfellors  ought  to 
be  removed  and  expelled  the  City,  with  other 
fufpecled  Perfons  ;  that  they  acknowledged  la 
Noue  for  their  Chief,  during  the  Prince  of 
Conde's  Abfence  ;  that  they  were  ready  to  obey 
all  his  Commands,  and  befought  him  not  to  for- 
fake  them.  As  to  any  private  Treaty  with  the 
Queen,  or  as  to  any  Deputy  at  Court,  the  Mayor 
and  Council  declared  that  they  knew  nothing  of 
it,  and  that  fuch  a  Report  might  be  a  Device 
of  their  Enemies  for  creating  new  Jea- 
loufies   amongft  them  ;  however,  that   it   was 

necef- 


Bo  ok  VI.   Reformed  Churches  in  France,         29 

neceflary  to  look  into  the  bottom  of  that  Af-  Interreg. 
fair  (0).  ** 

Nov/  whereas  it  was   publickly  known,  thatp^  gre- 
the  King  would    foon  arrive  in  his  own  King-  goryXIH. 
dom,  and  that  the  Queen  Regent  was  going  to  '"T^C""1 
meet  him  at  Lyons,  that  Princefs  thought  proper  La  Bgiy 
to  play  her  old  tricks  again,  and  to  endeavour  tOftere  fentby 
break  the  Union  between  the  Rochellefe  and  the  the  Queen 
Reformed  Churches  of  the  Kingdom  ;    for  that t0 Rochelle- 
end  (he  fent  Brijfon   de  la  Boiffiere  to  Rochelle , 
with  Letters  for  the  Mayor,   for  the  Prefidents, 
Lieutenants,    and    other  Chief  Officers   of  the 
Town-houfe. 

La  Boiffiere  arrived  at  Font  en  ay  le  Camte,  and  And  his 
fent  his  Letters  to  Rochelle  by  a  Trumpet  on  Charge. 
the  29th  of  Auguft,  the  Drift  whereof  after  bit- 
ter Complaints  and  repeated  Exhortations  to 
Submimon,  was  to  engage  them  to  break  their 
Union  with  the  Reformed  Churches  ;  fair 
Promifes,  of  many  great  Advantages  they  would 
reap  thereby,  were  not  fpared,  as  a  Reward  of 
their  Compliance.  That  Envoy  wrote  likewife 
to  the  Mayor  in  the  fame  {train,  and  defired  to 
have  a  Pafs  for  coming  to  Rochelle,  and  confer 
with  them  about  matters  of  great  Moment,  which 
the  Queen  had  intruded  him  with. 

The  Mayor  and  others,  whom  thofe  Letters 
had  been  directed  to,  were  not  at  all  pleafed  with 
the  Contents  thereof ;  they  took  them  as  a  Con- 
firmation of  la  Noue*s  Sufpicions,  concerning  a 
Negociation  On  foot  unknown  to  the  Nobility 
and  to  them  ;  they  miflrufled  the  Queen,  hav- 
ing been  fo  often  deceived  by  her:  Therefore 
they  went  to  la  None,  and  defired  his  Advice, 
and  what  Anfwer  they  ought  to  return.  That 
Lord  declined  to  deliver  his  Opinion  in  private ; 
but  he  told  them,  that  he  would  not  be  defi- 
cient 
(0)  La  Popel.  liv.  38.   fol.  239 — -241. 
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Interreg.  cient  to  his  Duty,  whenever  his  Opinion  ihould 
Jiigufi,  be  publickly  required.  Whereupon  the  Mayor 
pj  57£re_fummoned  an  Aflembly  at  St. Ton's  Church,  and 
goryXIII,  the  Letters  being  read,  they  were  much  furprized 
1  at  the  Queen's  directing  herfelf  only  to  fome 
Citizens  of  Rochelle,  without  mentioning  the 
Nobility,  with  whom  they  were  To  ftrictly  united : 
They  looked  upon  thofe  Letters  as  a  Snare,  and 
they  unanimoufly  agreed,  that  in  a  matter  of  fo 
great  Importance  as  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  the 
Queen  ought  to  addrefs  herfelf  not  only  unto  them 
who  were  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  whole  Body, 
but  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  to  the  Judgment  of 
whom  they  would  readily  fubmit ;  that  they 
could  nor  would  not  do  any  thing  in  that  refpeft, 
without  the  faid  Prince's  Confent ;  and  in  his 
Abfence,  la  Noue'%  whom  they  had  appointed 
for  the  Prince's  Lieutenant  in  thefe  parts  •,  and 
that  it  would  be  more  honourable  and  glorious 
for  them  to  die  in  the  Defence  of  fo  juft  a  Caufe, 
than  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  Aflbciation 
they  had  fworn  to  with  the  Nobility.  There- 
fore they  appointed  another  Aflembly  for  the 
next  Day,  whereat  la  None  and  the  Nobility 
mould  be  defired  to  be  prefent. 

The  next  Day  the  Aflembly  being  convened, 
£h.aira\\  a  Nobleman  of  Poitcu,  having  made 
fome  Remonfrrances  and  Exhortations  to  Union 
and  Concord  in  the  Nobility's  Name,  told  them, 
that  the  faid  Nobility  defired  to  know  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  People  there  affembled,  whether 
they  were  willing  to  obferve  the  Articles  of  the 
Aflbciation,  and  join  their  beft  Endeavours  with 
their  own,  for  repelling  the  Catholicks?  He  was 
anfwered  in  the  Affirmative,  by  the  Mayor  and 
the  People  ;  then  he  propofed  certain  Articles, 
concerning  not  only  the  War,  but  alfo  the  Order 
<and  Police  which  the  Nobility  thought  proper  to 

be 
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be  obferved  in  the  City,  and  amongft  the  Troops ;  Interreg. 
•which  Articles  being  read,    were   approved  of.  Au&ufl* 
As  to  the  Sufpicions  entertained  againfl:  fome  of  p0pe7Gre^ 
the  Mayor's  Council,  as   they  proved  to  be  too  goryXIII. 
well  grounded,  it  was   refolved  to  depofe  thofe '—  "V*** 
bad  Counfellors,  and  to  appoint  fome  others  in 
their  (lead  •,    v/hich  was  accordingly  done,   not- 
withstanding the  Mayor's  Oppofitions. 

It  is  worth  obferving,    that  fuch  an   extra-  XXVI. 
ordinary  Council  had  been  appointed  at  Rochelle  ^at  {he 
fince  the  Beginning  of  the  Civil  Wars,   for  af-  exfr°ar0rdi- 
fifting  the  Mayor  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Office,  nary  Coun- 
It  was  compofed  of  fixteen  Perfons,  twelve  of til  ^as. 
the  City,  viz.    four  Efchevins,    (Sheriffs)   four 
Peers,  four  BurgefTes,  with  four  Gentlemen  e- 
leclred  by  the  Nobility  :    They  took  cognizance 
of  all  Caufes,  either  Civil  or  Criminal,  during 
the  War  •,   their  Office  lafted  but  three  Months. 
But  in  this  AfTembly  that  Order  was  altered,  and 
it  was  enacted,  That  they  mould  continue  as  long 
as   their  Service  mould   be  neceflary.      It  was 
likewife  enacted,  to  raife   two  Companies  more 
for  the  City's  Guard  ;  and  that  all  the  Reformed 
Refugees  in  the  City  mould  inlift  themfelves  un- 
der the  Captains  of  the  Wards  in  order  to  do 
fome  fervice.     So  ended  that  AfTembly,  to  the 
mutual  Satisfaction  of  the  Nobility  and  the  Com  • 
mons,  at  lead  outwardly. 

La  Boiffiere  came  nearer  the  City  on  the  14th  September. 
of  September,  willing  to   come   in,  but  he  was  XXVIII 
ordered    by   the    Mayor    to  ftay   without  theLa  ^f- 
Gate  of    Conies ;    whither  la    None    and   the-,     *. 

o         *  haughty 

faid  Mayor  repaired,  attended  by  fome  of  the  Behaviour 
moft  eminent  Citizens.  He  fpake  unto  them 
very  haughtily,  calling  them  Rebels,  Seditious, 
&c.  whereat  feveral  were  much  provoked  ;  then 
he  defired  to  be  admitted  into  the  City,  that  he 
might  deliver  publickly  his  MefTage,  which  at 

laft 
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Interreg.  laft  was  granted  with  much  ado.     The  next  Day 

September,  ?±  feyen  ^   ^   Morning    he    was    conducted   tO 

Pope  Gre-the  SherifT-houfe,  where  an  AfTembly  having 
goryXUI.  been  fummoned,  he  opened  his  Commiflion  in 
a  fet  Speech,  tending  to  perfuade  them  to  defile 
from  the  general  League  wTith  the  Reformed, 
and  the  Politicians  ;  to  mind  their  own  Concerns, 
which,  if  they  did,  they  would  have  their  Grie- 
vances immediately  redrefs'd,  their  Privileges 
confirmed,  and  even  increafed  ;  and  feveral  o- 
ther  fuch  like  (luff,  very  proper  indeed  to  dazle 
the  Eyes  of  any  other  People  lels  wife  and  cau- 
tious than  the  Rochellefe,  who  were  taught  by 
Experience.  They  perfifted  in  their  Refolution, 
and  whereas  la  Boifliere  produced  no  Credentials 
nor  Inftructions  in  Writing,  they  let  him  know 
that  they  were  not  obliged  to  believe  a  word  of 
whatever  he  faid  •,  and  that  when  he  mould  pro- 
duce his  Proportions  in  Writing,  figned  with 
the  Queen's  own  Hand,  or  at  leafl:  by  one  of  the 
Secretaries  of  State,  they  would  confider  what  An- 
fwer  they  had  to  return.  However,  upon  fecond 
thoughts,  they  fet  down  their  Anfwer  in  Wri- 
ting, which  they  delivered  on  the  fame  day  to 
la  Boifliere  out  of  the  City.  That  Anfwer  was 
directed  to  her  Majefty  •,  they  excufed  themfelves 
for  not  having  entered  into  any  particulars  with 
that  Man,  feeing  that  he  had  no  Credentials 
figned  by  her  Majefty,  or  one  of  the  Secretaries 
of  State  :  They  complained  loudly  of  his  info- 
lent  Behaviour  towards  them,  which  he  had  car- 
ried fo  far,  that  had  it  not  been  out  of  refpect  to 
her  Majefty,  they  would  have  punifhed  him  ac- 
cording to  his  Deferrs.  They  declared,  that  if 
her  Majefty  delired  fincerely  the  Peace  of  the 
Kingdom,  fhe  would  be  pleafed  to  appoint  fome 
Peribn  or  Perfons  better  qualified  in  every  refped: 
than  la  Boijftere  was,  for   treating    about   that  i 

and 
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and  that  in  the  mean  while,  the  Duke  of  Mont-  Tnterreg. 
penfier  mould  fupcrfede   all  Hoftilities.      Thpy^Mktr' 
wrote  likewife  to  the   faid  Duke,  almoft   to  thep^Gre. 
fame  purpofe  (p).     I  have  thought  proper  to  fet  goryXIIL 
down  in  a  thread  all  thefe  Occurrences  at  la  Ro~  w— v— J 
cbelie,  that   the   Reader  might    know  at    once 
their  Situation    and  Difpofitions  when  the  King 
arrived  at  Lyons.    Now  we  mult  come  back  and 
fee  what  was  tranfacted   at  Milhaud,    where  the 
Deputies  of   the  Churches,  thofe    of  the  Prince 
of  Condi,  and  Marihal  Damville's  ;    and  at  lair, 
thofe  of  Rochelle,  met  together  in  the  Month  of 
Auguft,  according  to  their  own  Adjournment. 

La  Popeliniere,  and  U  Fevre  de  Tilleroks,  had  XXVIII. 
been  deputed  by  the  Rochellefe  to  the  Churches  Seca^  4fc 
of  Languedoc  fince  May  laft,  the  firft  in  the  No- MilhaxJ. 
bility's,  the  fecond  in  the  Commons  Name,  for 
to  difpofe  them  to  hearken  to  fome  reafonable 
Agreement  with  the  Court :  the  Queen  had 
much  approved  of  that  ftep,  and  King  Charles 
had  granted  them  ParTes  and  Safe- Conduces  for 
two  Months.  They  fet  out  on  the  28th  of  May, 
and  notwithstanding  their  Pafles,  they  were  ar- 
retted at  Caujjade  and  brought  to  Cahors,  where 
they  were  detained  for  above  fix  Weeks,  not- 
withstanding their  Remonftrances  to  the  States 
of  Quercy  •,  till  at  laft  they  were  fet  at  liberty,  by 
the  Queen's  Orders,  and  arrived  fate  at  Montau- 
ban:  From  whence  they  proceeded  with  Salignac 
de  Terrides,  and  other  Deputies,  to  Mi/haqd, 
according  to  their  Orders. 

The  principal  Reafon,  which  the  Rochellefe 
had  for  fending  their  Deputies  to  that  Aflembiy, 
was  to  convince  the  Puhlick  that  thos  they  had 
treated  with  the  Queen's  Agent,  they  intended 
not  for  all  that  to  break  their  Union  with  the 
.Churches;  and  in   the  mean  time  to  try  if -they 

V..III.  Part  II.  D  could 

(j)  Idem  liv.  38.   fob  z\\ — 246.     Thuan.  lib.  58. 


3  4  Hiflory  of  the  Reformation*  and  of  the  Vo  l  .III., 
Interreg.  could  induce  them  to  enter  into  fome  Treaty 
September,  wjtjj  t]ie  courtj  for  a  general  Pacification  :  Ac- 
P  *J  QJ.c..cordingly  la  Popeliniere  being  admitted  into  the 
gorvXHL  AfTembly  explained  his  Charge,  and  in  a  very 
fine  Speech  exhorted  them  to  Peace,  telling  them 
that  the  Court  was  willing  to  grant  any  rea- 
fonable  Terms,  and  intreated  them  to  fend  their 
Deputies  to  the  Queen. 

But  the  AfTembly  was  not  of  the  fame  opinion 
with  him,  they  considered  wifely,  that  by  fend- 
ing their  Deputies  to  Court  in  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances,  when  they  had  every  thing  ready; 
for  a  brave  Refinance,  would  ferve  only  to  cool 
the  Zeal  of  their  Party,  and  to  fpin  out  in  fruit- 
lefs  Negociations  a  time  which  might  be  better 
employed  in  Action  :  So  they  thanked  the  Ro- 
chellefe,  and  thofe  of  Poitou,  by  a  Letter  in  the 
Name  of  the  whole  AfTembly,  and  proceeded  to 
the  Difpatch  of  other  Bufmefs. 

They  had  received  Letters  from  the  Marfhal 
Damv'die,  dated  at  Beaucaire  the  ift  ofAuguft,  ■ 
whereby  he  allured  them  that  he  wasrefolved  to 
undertake  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  to  op- 
pofe  with  all  his  Might  the  Ufurpers  of  the 
King's  Authority,  and  to  retrieve  the  faithful 
Subjects  of  his  Majefty,  without  exception  as 
to  Religion,  from  the  intolerable  Oppreffion, 
whereunder  they  groaned  ;  therefore  he  defired 
them  to  fend  their  Agent  to  him  without  delay, 
for  fettling  the  Articles  of  their  AfTociation. 

They  fet  then  upon  confidering  again  what 
Atticles  they  ought  to  propofe,  which  having  a- 
greed  upon,  they  fent  them  to  the  Marfhal.  It 
was  Stipulated  by  thefe  Articles,  that  the  Mar- 
Thai  mould  not  alter  any  thing  in  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Reformed,  as  to  their  Civil  or 
Military  Government,  and  the  Administration 
of  Juftice,  without  the  Confent  of  a  Council  ap- 
3  pointed 
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pointed  for  him  by  the  faid  ArTembly,  efpecial-  Interreg. 
ly  that  he  mould  not  introduce  the  Exereife  0{SePtem^ 
the  Roman  Religion  in  the  Cities  or  Places  held  p0 A  Qre_ 
by  them  ;  that  all  the  Members  of  that  Council  goryXIII. 
ihould  be  Reformed  ;  that  the  Secretary  of  that 
Council  mould  be  of  the  fame  ProfefTion  -,  that  his 
own  Secretary,  or  Secretaries,  mould  be  alibRefor- 
med-,  that  the  faidMarfhal  mould  deliver  into  their 
Hands  fome  of  the  beft  Towns  of  his  Govern- 
ment, well  ftored  with  all  Sorts  of  Ammunitions 
for  their  own  Security  ;  that  he  would  furnifh  an 
Arfenal  at  Nime,  with  Artillery  •,  that  no  Go- 
vernment or  Garifon  mould  be  put  into  thofe 
Places  but  what  mould  be  of  the  Reformed 
Religion,  the  free  ProfefTion  whereof  mould  be 
allowed  unto  them,  as  it  was  in  any  other  Place 
already  in  their  PofTeffion  •,  and  as  tothePlaces  in- 
habited by  Catholicks  only,  the  Reformed  mould 
enjoy  therein  the  free  pub  lick  Exereife  of  their 
Religion,  without  any  Moleftation  foever  :  That 
the  faid  Marfhal  mould  not  fuffer  in  his  Army, 
anyLewdnefs,  Blafphemy,  Curfing,  and  Swearing, 
but  would  punifh  them  feverely  •,  that  he  would 
refign  his  Power  and  Authority  to  a  Prince  of 
the  Blood,  in'  cafe  any  one  mould. offer  himfelf 
to  undertake  their  Protection,  as  they  had  good 
Reafon  to  hope  for  (q). 

Such  were  the  Articles  agreed  upon  by  the 
Marfhal  Damville,  befides  feveral  others  of  lefs 
moment,  which  I  have  not  inferted  here.  What 
Alterations  Spite  can  make  in  a  Man,  and  how 
far  it  may  carry  him,  that  Lord  is  a  great  In- 
ftance  thereof.  We  have  feen  him  in  the  former 
Reign  as  much  imbittered  againft  the  Reformed, 
as  any  body  elfe,  unjuft  and  cruel  in  all  his  Pro- 
ceedings againft  them  •,  now,  without  changing 
his  Princinles  as  to  Religion,  he  becomes  their 
D  2  Pro-. 

(^)  La  Popel.  liv.  38.  fol.  234—237, 
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L.tesreg.  Prcteclor,  and  undertakes  their  Defence,  and 
b*pi?mert  tkat  tQQ  UpQn  ]pucj1  Xerms  as  thole  juft  men- 

Pape  Ore-  tioned.  This  likewife  affords  us  an  Inftance  of 
goryXIJI.  the  Danger  there  is,  for  a  Prince  to  put  a  power- 
ful Subject  to  a  nonplus,  without  any  juft  Pro- 
vocation. 

If  the  Houfe  of  Montmorancy  had  great  Obli- 
gations to  the  Crown,  the  Crown  had  no  lefs  to 
the  Houfe  of  Montmorancy  ;  their  great  Capacity, 
their  Fidelity,  their  long  Services,  were  pro- 
claimed aloud  throughout  the  Kingdom,  for 
feveral  Centuries  together ;  and  they  could 
not  fee  themfelves  fupplanted  by  new  Comers, 
(I  mean  the  Gui flans)  without  a  juft  Indigna- 
tion :  But  what  provoked  them  the  more,  was, 
that  the  Court  took  party  againft  them  in  the 
laft  Years  of  the  late  King's  Reign  ;  and  that  too 
fo  openly,  and  with  fuch  a  violence,  that  they 
could  not  doubt  but  that  their  Ruin  and  utter 
Deilruction  was  refolved  •,  and  that  nothing  was 
wanting  but  an  Opportunity  to  cqmpais  it. 
We  have  feen  in  our  lafl  Vol.  pag.  393,  how 
narrowly  they  efcaped  the  MqiTacre  of  Bartho- 
lomew's Day  •,  wherein  they  would  have  been 
involved,  had  not  the  Mar/hal  Duke  of  Mont- 
morancy, Head  of  that  Family,  very  prudently 
ufed  the.  pretence  of  a  Hun  ting-  match,  at  his 
Country- Seat  of  C 'bant illy. 

Since  that  time,  the  Queen  ceafed  not  to  give 
proof  of  her  ill  Will  againft  that  Houfe,  till  at 
laft  me  perfuaded  the  late  King  to  arreft  the 
Duke  oi  Montmorancy,  under  the  falfe  pretence 
of  a  chimerical  Plot  againft  his  Perfon  and  Go- 
vernment •,  and  lucky  was  it  for  the  laid  Duke, 
that  his  three  Brethren  were  out  of  Catherine's 
Reach,  but  efpccially  Damvtlle,  who  was  in  his 
Government!  She  left  no  ftone  unturned  to 
draw  him  to  Court,  but  he  was  too  prudent,  and 

received 
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received  every  day  too  good  Intelligence  from  Tnterreg. 
his  Friends,  for  falling  into  her  Snares  ;  there-  &?#**"'» 
fore  defpairing  of  ever  compaffing  her  ends  by  p0pe  q't^ 
thefe  means,  me  betook  herfelf  to  her  old  Flo-  goryXIlf. 
rentine  Tricks.  She  gave  Orders  either  to  ar-  l — "Y"—J 
reft  him  in  his  own  Government,  or  to  kill 
him  ;  having  mifcarried  in  this,  a  young  Mu- 
sician was  bribed,  who  introduced  himfelf  into 
his  Family,  and  was  taken  in  the  fact  when  he 
was  putting  fome  poifoned  Fowder  in  a  Difh  of 
Meat  •,  he  confefled  in  the  Torture,  that  he  had 
been  bribed  by  the  Court  for  perpetrating  that 
Crime,  and  was  publickly  punifhed  according  to 
his  Demerits.  Notwithstanding  all  thefe  Pro- 
vocations, Damville  was  a  long  .time  before  he 
took  the  Refolution  of  revenging  the  repeated 
Injuries  done  to  his  Floufe,  tho'  ftrcngly  fql- 
licited  to  it.  At  firft,  he  wrote  to  the  late  King 
a  very  fubmiflive  Letter,  wherein  he  declared  that 
he  was  ready  to  refign  all  his  Dignities  and  Of- 
fices, and  to  be  tryed  by  competent  and  im- 
partial Judges  ;  he  reiterated  the  fame  after  the 
King's  Death  ;  he  wrote  to  his  Succefibr  Henry  ; 
and  now  at  this  time,  he  would  not  publifti  his. 
Declaration  concerning:  his  Affociation  with  the 
Reformed,  till  he  had  tryed  once  again  whether 
he  could  mollify  the  King's  Heart ;  for  w.hi'ch 
purpofe  he  wTent  to  Turin,  at  the  time  we  are 
now  fpeaking  of,  to  meet  the  King  \  but  he 
found  that  the  Queen's  Artifices  and  Hatred 
prevailed  every  where,  which  obliged  him  at  laft, 
much  againft  his  Will,  to  keep  no  further  Mea- 
fures  with  the  Court.  Was  he  {o  much  in  the 
wrong,  confidering  his  Quality  and  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  Time  ? 

Let  us  return  to  our  main  Subject.     After  the   XXIX. 
breaking  up  of  the  Afiembly  at  Milhaud,  (what  Caftrestar 

Day  of  the  Month  I  can't  find  out)   Saliwfic  dek™  b;  **' 
-n.  '         cp       .  ,       Reformed. 

D  a  Terrtdes^    J 
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Interreg.  Terricles,  with  feveral  other  Gentlemen,   in  their 
September,  way  home5   hacj  notice  of  an  Enterprize  intend- 
Pope  Gre- ec^  againft  the  City   of  Caftres  \    and   his  Aflif- 
goryXIII.  tance   being  defired,   he  got  together  with  all 
*T*\-    ' poflible  diligence   800  Harquebufiers  and  200 
Horfe,    and  furpriz'd  that  City,  tho'  the  Gar- 
rifon  confifted  of  334  Corftcans,  two  Companies 
of  Harquebufiers  Foreigners  and  two   French  ; 
befides    a    great     Quantity    of  Provifions   and 
Ammunitions  of  all  Sorts;  and  in  a  few  Hours 
he  was  Matter  of  it,   with    lofing  only  twenty 
Men  killed,  and  more  wounded  ;     the  Catho- 
licks  had  200  Men  killed,  and   many  wound- 
ed.    Fie  put  a  Garrifon  in  it  of  his  own  ;    and 
that  Succefs  proved  of  vaft  Advantage  to  the 
Reformed  for  ever  after  (r). 
XXX.        The  King  arrived  at  Lyons  from  Poland  on 
"The  King  ^g  £♦.},  0f  September,  after  a  Journey  of  about 
"liens"  °  two  Months  and  a  half. 

When  he  had.  received  the  welcome  News  of 
JJhortAc-}\\s  Acceffion  to  the  Crown  of  France,  he  con- 
"•""'^/^"vened  together  his  French  Counfdlors,  to  con- 
jntney.  ^^  what  was  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  E- 
mergency  :  Whether  it  was  more  convenient  to 
ftay  in  Poland  fome  time  longer,  till  the  Affairs 
of  the  Government  had  been  fettled,  and  the 
Confent  of  the  Polifh  Nobility  for  his  Return 
to  France  obtained  ?  Or,  whether  it  was  not 
better  for  him  to  fet  out  without  taking  leave  ? 
Tho'  the  firft  Opinion  was  mod  agreeable  to 
the  Rules  of  Juftice  and  Honour,  neverthelefs' 
the  fecond  prevailed  as  more  agreeable  to  the 
King's  Humour,  who  was  loth  to  live  with  fo 
great  Restraint  ;  and  bore  impatiently  the  Prin- 
cefs  of  Conde  and  Lady  Chateauneuf  's  Abfence, 
and  was  afraid  left  he  mould  be  compelled  to 
marry  the  Princeis  of  Poland,  the  laft  of  the  Ja- 


gellonian 


(>)  Thuan.  lib.  58. 
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gellonian  Houfe,  fo  much  refpected  by  the  Po-  Henryin 
landers^   who  was,  neither  young  nor  fair.     Be-  „  ^74- 
fides  that,  his  Inclinations  to  a  foft  voluptuous  aoryXIII 
Life  were  much  heated  by  VMequ'ier's  Converfa- 
tion.     He  was  a  voluptuous  Man,  and  his  Anti- 
pathy againft  the  Poles  was  fuch,  that  he  reckon- 
ed the  fix  Months  he  had  lived  amongft  them  as 
a  time  of  Penance. 

The Refolution  taken  fordeparting  clandefcine- 
ly,  was  executed  in  the  Night  between  the  iSth 
and  19th  of  June,  when  the  King  fet  out  with 
a  very  fmall  Retinue  ;  he  came  to  Peizna  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Aufiria,  and  from  thence  to 
Vienna.  His  Flight  put  the  Court  and  City  of 
Cracow  into  the  utmoft  Confufion  and  Uproar, 
and  expofed  the  French  he  had  left  behind  him 
to  the  moft  imminent  Danger  of  becoming  the 
Victims  of  the  Poles  Indignation  ;  which  how- 
ever cooled  itfelf  by  degrees,  at  the  interpofition 
of  fome  Palatines  and  Caftellans,  whom  Henry 
had  won  to  his  Intereft. 

When  the  Emperor  had  notice,  that  the  King 
was  upon  his  Frontiers,  he  fent  two  of  his  Sons 
Matthias  and  Maximilian,  with  a  numerous 
Retinue  to  meet  and  conduct  him  to  Vienna  ; 
and  he  himfelf  went  three  Miles  off  the  City  to 
receive  that  Prince. 

He  flayed  fix  Days  in  the  Emperor's  Court, 
during  which  time  his  Imperial  Majefty  enter- 
tained him  with  a  Cordiality  equal  to  his  Mag- 
nificence. It  is  faid,  that  a  Match  was  propofed 
to  him  with  his  Sifter-in-law,  Elizabeth,  Widow 
of  King  Charles  -,  but  that  he  put  it  off.  till  he 
knew  his  Mother's  Opinion.  What  is  very  cer- 
tain, iSj  That  the  Emperor  advifed  him  and  en- 
treated him  earnestly  to  bring  peace  along  with 
him  into  France,  faying,  That  it  was  the  only 
means  for  blotting  out  of  the  Minds  of  his  Sub- 
D  4  jeers 
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Henrylll.  jeds  the  bloody  Remembrance  of  the  MafTacres, 
1 5 74-     and  for  cafting  the  Odium  of  them  upon  the  late 
gory XIII.  King's  Dad  Counfellors.     Rodolphus  King  of  the 
Romans,  and  Archduke  Ernefi,  attended  him  to 
the  Frontiers  of  Frioul :  He  chofe  that  Road  not 
only  for  avoiding  to  pafs  upon  the  Eleclor  Pa- 
latine's Territories,   but  alfo   for  gratifying    his 
Curiofity  of  feeing  the  City  of  Venice. 

Whatever  Art  and  Magnificence  could  invent, 
was'  put  in  ufe  by  the  Venetians,  for  doing  ho- 
nour to  the  greater!:  King  in  their  Alliance.  He 
was  received  as  Sovereign  in  all  the  Towns  and 
Cities  of  their  Territories.  Four  Senators  in 
Robes  of  red  Velvet  met  him  ou  the  Borders  of 
the  Gulph,  with  as  many  Barges  hung  and  co- 
vered with  Velvet  of  the  fame  Colour,  and  an- 
other for  his  own  Perfon,  all  over  painted  with 
Gold  and  Azure,  and  hung  with  a  Cloath  of 
blue  Silk  embroidered  with  Gold  :  they  brought 
him  into  the  Iiland  of  Moran,  renowned  for 
its  fine  Glafs-Houfes,  where  he  lay  that  Night. 
The  next  Day  he  went  on  board  the  Bucentaury 
a  large  Ship,  which  ferves  only  upon  extraordi- 
nary Occasions,  and  fome  great  Ceremonies : 
It  was  furrounded  with  a  vaft  number  of  Gon- 
dola*s  -,  amongft  others,  there  were  two  hundred 
lefs  adorned  with  their  rich  Furniture,  than  with 
the  Comelinefs  and  tranfeending  Beauty  of  the 
Ladies.  The  Doge,  at  the  Landing  in  the  City, 
tendered  a  Canopy,  fupported  by  fix  Procura- 
*tors«of  St.  Mark,  whereunder  his  Majeily  walked 
to  the  Palace  prepared  for  his  Reception. 

'During  his  Stay  2X  Venice,  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
Ferrara,  and  Mantua,  came  to  pay  their  refpects 
unto  him,  and  attended  him  every  where.  The 
Republick  paid  his  Expences,  and  his  Retinue's. 
While  he  was  in  their  Territories,  he  wasferv.ed 

hy 
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by  an  hundred  young  Gentlemen  of  the  Prime  Henry  III. 
Nobility.  He  went  to  the  Senate  to  fee  the  p0^7Qre.. 
Balloting,  he  took  his  Seat  above  the  Doge,  and  goryXIII. 
acted  there  as  Sovereign,  (with  their  own  Confent*- 
however)  •,  then  he  went  and  admired  the  Ar- 
fena!,  which  was  three  Miles  in  Circumference. 
But  the  Ladies  were  the  greateft  Object  of  his 
Admiration  ;  nay,  he  was  fo  fond  of  the  Cour- 
tefans,  that  he  had  occafion  thereafter  to  curfe 
their  Courtefies  all  the  days  of  his  Life. 

After  nine  Days  of  Inchantment  (for  fo  he 
called  them)  he  took  his  leave  of  the  Senate, 
and  was  attended  by  four  Senators  to  Rodigino9 
the  laft  Place  belonging  to  the  Republick  on 
Lombardy  Side :  From  thence  he  came  to  Ferrara, 
guarded  by  the  Duke's  Cavalry  •,  two  Days  after 
he  imbarked  upon  the  Poy  and  came  up  toTurin 
through  Mantua.  Don  Juan  of  Auftria,  Gover- 
nor of  the  Milanefe,  paid  him  at  Cremona,  and 
in  every  other  Place  of  his  Government  whereby 
he  paffed,  the  fame  Honour  and  Refpect,  as  he 
would  have  done  to  the  King  of  Spain. 

He  flayed  at  'Turin  eight  or  nine  Days  : 
Margaret,  Duchefs  of  Savoy  his  Aunt,  one  .  of 
the  wifeft  PrincefTes  of  her  time,  gave  him  the 
fame  Counfel  as  the  Emperor  and  the  Venetians 
had  done,  concerning  the  Pacification  of  his 
Kingdom.  The  Marfhal  Damville,  who  was 
come  thither  upon  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  Parole, 
was  at  flrfl  gracioufly  received  by  his  Majefly  ; 
nay,  the  Kindnefs  and  Affection  which  he  had 
had  formerly  for  him,  kindled  again  to  that  de- 
gree, that  he  would  have  him  to  lie  in  his  Bed- 
chamber; he  liften'd  to  his  Counfels,  and  feemed 
difpofed  to  grant  Peace  to  his  Subjects,  and  to 
follow  in  every  thing  elfe  the  MarmaPs Schemes. 
•But  the  Queen,  having  had  the  Scent  of  it,  dif- 

patched 
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Henrylll.  patched   Chiverni  *,    afterwards   Chancellor   of 
^74-     France,  and  Fifes   Secretary  of  State,  who,  by 

coryXIIL  t^ie'r  Subtilties  deftroyed  whatever  Impreflions 
Damville  had  made  upon  his  Mind  ;  and  over- 
turned him  to  that  degree,  that  the  Marfhal 
would  certainly  have  been  arretted,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Intelligence  the  Duchefs  of  Savoy 
got  of  the  King  her  Nephew's  Intentions,  where- 
of fhe  gave  notice  to  Damville,  who  went  away 
under  a  ftrong  Guard  which  the  Duke  gave  him 
to  attend  him  to  Nice,  where  his  Galleys  waited 
for  him,  and  brought  him  fafe  into  Languedoc  ; 
where  he  was  no  fooner  arrived,  than  he  vowed 
to  fee  the  King  no  more,  but  in  Picture  ;  and 
was  as  good  as  his  word. 

The  Duke  and  Duchefs  in  their  refpectful  Ci- 
vilities and  Careffes  were  fomething  felf- interested, 
and  aimed  at  theReftitution  of  P  ignerol,Savigliano, 
and  la  Peroufe^ which  the  Kingpromifedto  do.  He 
was  accomponied  as  far  as  Lyons  by  the  Duke's 
Troops,  and  he  himfelf  attended  his  Majefty  to 
that  Place,  where  he  flayed  for  fome  Days  ;  but 
was  obliged  to  depart,  before  he  could  obtain  the 
Performance  of  the  King's  Promifes,  becaufe  lit 
received  the  melancholy  News  of  the  Duchefs's 
Death  on  the  14th  of  September. 

The  King  having  paffed  the  Alps  at  Mount 
Cents,  arrived  at  Si.  John  of  Morienne;  where 
he  gave  Audience  to  the  Elector  Palatine's  Em- 
baflador,  who  folicited  him  to  a  Peace  with  the 
Prince  of  Condi.  From  thence  he  proceeded 
thro'  Chambery,  to  the  Bridge  of  Beauvaijin, 
which  feparates  Savoy  from  France  -,    where  he 

was 

*  Chiverni  in  his  State-Memoirs,  blaming  the  Counfel 
that  was  given  to  the  King  to  continue  the  War,  it  ieems 
that  he  was  himfelf  for  Peace  ;  however  la  Popeliniere, 
Thuanus,  and  after  them  Mezeray  and  Varillas,  charge  that 
Chancellor  with  the  Fact. 
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was  met  in  the  Evening  of  the  5th  of  September  Henrylll. 
by  the  Duke  of  Alencon  and  the   King  of  Na-  pl57A' 
varre,  who  were  gracioufly  received  and  fet  at  gorvXIIL 
full  liberty  a  few  Hours  after  (s).     The  Queen-  u.  »w— .J» 
Mother  had  ftoot  at  Bourgoin,  where  the  King 
arrived  early  the  next  Day  •,    and  gave  at  that 
Place  the  Marfhal's  Staff  to  Bellegarde,   one  of 
his  Favourites,   according  to  his  Promife,    tho* 
now  he  was  out  of  Favour.     On  the  fame  Day 
he  arrived  at  Lyons,  and  made  his  publick  En- 
try with  great  Pomp,  being  preceded  by  Man- 
delot,  Mayor  of  the  City,  with  the  Militia  :    He 
alighted  at  the  Epifcopal  Palace,   where  he  took 
his  Lodgings  (/). 

His  Behaviour  at  thefe  Beginnings  caufed  a    XXXI. 
great  Alteration  in  the  People's  Minds  ;    inftead  He  alle~ 
of  that  Hero  inured  to   the  Labours  of  Mars,  pj!^s  e 
they  faw   in  their   King  but  an  Apprentice  of  Ajfe£iions 
Venus,  who  pafTed  away  his  time  fhut  up  in  his  by  bis  Be- 
Clofet  with  a  few  Minions  in  curling  his  Hairs,  baviour. 
and  inventing  fome  new  Modes  and  Fafhions  of 
Drefs,  &c.     He  feemed  to  be  afraid  to   ride  on 
horfeback,  or  to  mew  himfelf  in  Publick  ;    but 
he  went  upon   the  Saone  lhut   up  in  a  Barge, 
with  his  Minions  ;    at  Dinner  inftead  of  follow- 
ing the  Cuftom  of  his  PredecefTors,  who  ufed  to 
eat  in  Publick  :  His  Table  was  furrounded  with 
Ballufters,   and   very  few  were  admitted   to  his 
Prefence.     After  Dinner,  he  allowed  lefs  than 
an  Hour  to  hear  Petitions.     His  Favourites,  tho' 
young  Men  of  no  Merit  or  Virtue,  had  free  ac- 
cefs  to  him  at  all  times,  while  the  Prime  Nobi- 
lity and  thofe    who   had   beft  deferved  of  the 
Crown  for  their  faithful  Services,   were  refufed 
Admittance  •,  by  thefe  means  the  Royal  Majefty 
became  contemptible  by  degrees,  and  the  ancient 

Difcipline 

(s)    Thuan.  lib.   58.     ft)   Idem  ibid.     La  Popeliniere, 
lib.  39. 
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Henrylll.  Difcipline  was  forced  to   yield    to  HaughtinefV 

P  le  g'    anc*  Wantonnefs.     To  this  we  may  add  his  mon- 

goryXIII.ftrous   Prodigality,    to  gratify    which,  the   firft; 

<■„  ~y-— ;  Dignities  either  Civil  or  Military,  were  bought 

at  an  extravagant  Price,  of  thofe  who  had   de- 

fervedly  obtained   them  from  his   PredecerTors, 

and  beftowed  upon  unworthy  Men  (v). 

The  Nobility  being  much  eftranged  by  thefe 
firft  Beginnings,  left  the  Court  one  after  an- 
other ;  fome  for  fome  private  Offence,  others 
out  of  publick  Indignation,  and  others  for 
fafhion  fake.  The  firft  who  went  away  was  the 
Count  of  Nan  fay,  of  the  Houfe  of  la  Chaftres, 
Colonel  of  the  King's  Guards,  who  had  been  in 
great  favour  with  King  Charles,  not  only  for 
his  Anceftors  Sake,  but  for  his  own  Merits  : 
He  was  followed  by  the  Brothers  D' Angennes 
Rambouillet,  and  by  a  great  Number  of  the 
firft  Nobility  ;  fo  far,  that  the  Court  which  at 
firft  was  crouded,  became  fuddenly  like  a  De-, 
fart ;  whereat  the  Favourites  and  new  Counfel- 
lors,  who  had  a  mind  to  rule  at  their  own  dif- 
cretion,  and  without  Controul,  were  much  pleaf- 
ed  (u). 
XXXII.  The  firft  thing  that  came  under  the  Council's 
Hozu  the  Consideration  was,  whether  it  was  proper  to 
^  A,  treat  for  a  Peace  with  the  Deputies  of  the  Re- 
fiood  affec-  formed  that  were  expected  every  Day,  or  to 
ted.  '  proclaim  War  againft  them  as  Rebels  ?  The  mat- 
ter was  debated  in  the  Queen's  privy  poun- 
cil,  and  the  Refolution  taken  to  declare  War 
before  it  was  brought  into  the  King's  Council. 
Befides  the  Party  of  the  Guijians  who  then  bore 
fway  at  Court,  becaufe  the  King  fided  with  them, 
and  of  the  Montmorancians,  who,  tho'  opprcMed 
in  their  Chief,  were  ftill  powerful  enough  ; 
there  were   two  other   Parties    which    divided 

the 

(a*)  Thuan.  lib.  58.  pag.  33.     (a)  Idem  pag.  34. 
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the  Court,  and  confequently  the  Council;  theHenryllL 
one  cried  for  Peace  and  the  Reformation  of  tfie    '57+^ 

State  above  all  things,  while  the  other  purfued  goryxnr. 
eagerly  the  utter  Deft  ruction  of  the  Reformed.  <— -v~-^ 
Chancellor  de  F'Hofpital  had  been  in  his  Life- 
time the  head  of  the  firft,  and  Paul  de  Foix> 
thrift'ophorWs  de  Thou  firft  Prefident  of  Pari** 
Vbrijldphorus  du  Barlay,  Baptijia  du  Me/nit,  and 
Tibrac    had  'ed   him    ih    that    Opinion. 

Morvillurs,  Bifhcp  of  Orleans,  was  Plead  of  the 
fecond,  tho'  in  other  refpects  an  honeft  Man  for 
the  times,  he  was  much  addicted  to-  new  SupeT- 
ftitions  ;  and  following  all  the  Motion's  of  the 
Foreign  Cabals,  which  having  their  Spring  at 
Madrid  and  at  Rome,  made  Religion  fubfervient 
to  the  Ambition  of  thefe  two  Courts. 

Such  were  the  Difpofitions  and  Inclinations  of  XXXIII. 
the  King's  Council,  when  they  were  fummoned  Dar .. 
to  deliver  their  Opinion  upon  the  prelent  poiture  tye  RPfor. 
of  Affairs.     Befides  his  Majefty  and  the  Queen-  7?ieddeba- 
Mother,  there  were  prefent  the  Cardinal  of  Lor-  teJ.  ™  the 
rain,  the  Dukes  of  Guife  and  of  Nemours,  the  Ba-  q^h 
ftard  of  Anzoulhne,  the  Marfhal   of  Retz,   the 
orher  Ma:\lhals  then  at  Court,  the  King's  Coun- 
cil,  Pibrac  excepted,  becaufe  he  was  fufpeclred. 

After  the'  u  fual  Ceremonies,  Paul  de  Foix  be- 
ing firft  asked  his 'Opinion,  he  delivered  it  in  a 
fet  Speech, which  for  the  Solidity  of  Arguments, 
the  Srren^th  and  Beauty    of  the   Elocution   can 
be  parallelled  with  the  beft  Orations  of  that  kind 
'in  Antiquity :    Pie    fet   forth    the    Neceftity  of 
pacifying  the  Kingdom,  of  reftoring  it  to  a  bet- 
ter State,  the  Facility  of  healing  its  Difeafes  by 
reftoring   the  former  Edicts   to    the  'Reformed, 
and    ftricTly   performing    whatever    mould    be 
granted  them ;     and   whereas    he    knew  before- 
hand what  Refolution   the  Court  had  taken  al- 
ready, he  anfwered  the 'Arguments  of  the  con- 
trary 
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Henrylll.  trary  Party,  that  deferved  to  be  taken  notice  of. 

I574-    That  great  Man,  always  eager  after  the  publick 

gory XIII.  Good,  could  not  think  that  whatever  he  could 

u— v-«— '  f^y  availed  any  thing  for  diverting  the  Fate  of 

his  Country,  without  being  moved  to  Tears. 
War  re-        Whereupon  the  nonfeniical  Villiquicr  laughed 
Johued  up-  at  him,  and   fpeaking    the   fecond,   becaufe    no 
on'  order  was  kept,  he  wantonly  voted  for  a  defpe- 

rate  War  againfi;  the  Hugonots  :  Whereas  he  was 
entirely  fold  to  the  Queen,  and  that  moft  part 
of  the  Counfellors being  fenfible  that  his  Difcourfe 
had  much  pleafed  her,  they  applauded  it ;  where- 
upon the  King  and  his  Mother  rofe  up,  as  it 
had  been  agreed  amongft  them  :  Juft  as  if  it  had 
been  enough  for  a  matter  of  that  Importance  to 
have  had  it  refolved  between  a  few  Perfons,  in- 
ftead  of  debating  it,  and  ferioufly  perpending  it  in 
the  King's  extraordinary  Council. 

However,  on  the  next  Day,  the  King,  for 
compleating  the  Farce,  feigned  that  de  Foix's 
ftrong  Arguments  had  not  been  laid  afide  uncon- 
fidered  •,  for  that  end  he  called  the  fame  Coun- 
cil at  the  fame  place,  and  declared,  That  if  the 
Reformed  Deputies  came,  they  ought  to  be 
heard  ;  and  then  to  be  told,  That  if  they  would 
lay  down  their  Arms  they  mould  enjoy  a  Li- 
berty of  Confcience,  but  without  any  publick 
Exercife  of  Religion  ;  if  not,  they  would  be 
perfecuted  by  Force  of  Arms  with  the  utrnoft 
Rigour. 

At  the  very  fame  time  he  fent  Orders  to  the 
Duke  of  Montpenfier^  to  renew  the  War  in 
Poitou,  without  any  further  delay,  as  if  there 
were  no  further  hopes  left  for  a  Peace.  He. 
charged  the  Marihal  of  BcUegarde  with  the  Di- 
rection of  the  War  in  Dauphiue,  depriving  there- 
by the  Prince  Dauphin  of  the  Honour  he  had  fo 
well  deferved  y  he  did  this  lels  .out  of  any  hopes 

of 
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pf  Succefs,  than  becaufe  Bellegarde  was  fufpected  Henrylll. 
at  Court,  and  in  a  view  of  breaking  his  Union     1 574- 
with  the  Marfhal  Damville,  and  likewife  becaufe  goVyXIll" 
a  better  Opportunity   Was  wanting  for  exiling  < — -v— ~J 
him,  at  leafl  for  a  time,  from  Court  (y ). 

The  King's  firft  Letters  Patents,  dated  at  Lyons  XXXIV. 
the  10th  of  September,  contained  a  Narration  of  Z%j%"£? 
the  Friendfhip  which  had  been  between  the  late  Patent^ 
King  and  himfelf,  {which  however  was  very  far 
from  being  fuch  as  he  faid )  of  his   great  Feats, 
'and  Victories,    pf  the  Peace    concluded  before 
Rochclle,  of    his    Journey    to  Poland,    whither 
he  would   never   have    gone,     had   it  npt   been 
in  hopes  that  the  late  King's  Subjects  would  live 
quietly  and  peaceably  one  with  another.     Then 
he  charged  thofe  who  had  renewed  the  Troubles, 
without  naming  who  they  were  ;    he  afTured  all 
his  Subjects  of  his   good  Inclinations    to  their 
Welfare,  and  aboliihed  whatever  was  paft,  pro- 
vided that  they  mould  lay  down  their"  Arms  and 
reftore  unto  him  all  Cities,  Towns,  £«fc.  then  in 
their  PoffefTion  ;•   and   that  every  one  mould  go 
to  his  own  Houfe  and  live  quietly  ;  granting  to 
every  one  the    liberty   of   fending   or  bringing 
themfelves  their  Complaints  and  Grievances  unto 
him,  in  order  to    be  redrefTed,  as   it   would  be 
thought  juft  and  reafonable.     Laftly,  he  threate- 
ned thofe  Cities  or  Towns  which  would  not  o- 
bey,  without  naming  what  Cities  or  Towns  he 
meant,  nor  mentioning  a  word  of  the  Liberty 
of  Confcience   for  the  Reformed,  nor  of    the 
Reformation  of  the  State.     This  was  one  of  the 
corrupted  Counfellor's  Contrivance,   on  purpofe. 
to  foment  the  Fire  of  the  Civil  Wars,  for  ruling 
at  their  difcretion  amidft   the  Confufions,   and 
forming  and  ftrengthening  a  third  Party,  under 
which  at  laft  the  Kino;  himfelf  was  crufhed. 

But 

{_>■)    Thpan.  lib.  59, 


4$       Hiftory  of  the  Reformation^  and  of  the  Vo  l  .lit 

Henry  III.  But  whereas  they  werefenfible  that  they  had  de- 
Po  e7Gre  clared  their  mind  too  openly  in  thefe  firft  Patents, 
goryXIIL  tnev  thought  proper  to  difTemble  a  little  more  in 
* — v-— j  the  fecond,  of  the  13th  of  October,  and  to  alter 

XXXV.  their  Style  ;  for  the  King  is  made  to  fay*  That 
The  fecond.  notwithftanding  his  great  Preparations  for  War, 

he  intended  fincerely  to  pacify  his  Kingdom, 
forgiving  whatever  was  paft,  and  forbidding  that 
no  body  mould  be  forced  or  molefted  on  account 
of  his  Religion.  But  thefe  Letters  had  no  better 
Succefs  than  the  firft,  for  as  much  as  the  Re- 
formed were  deprived  by  them  of  the  free  pub- 
lick  Excrcife  of  their  Religion  ;  and  that  no 
\  mention  was  made  either  of  a  national  Council, 

wherein  their  Minifters  could  be  heard,  or  of 
the  States-General,  whereby  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Government  could  be  reformed  (z). 

XXXVI.  Befides  thofe  Letters  Patents,  the  King  wrote 
He  writes 'm  private  to  the  Rochellefe,  and  told  them,  that 
'/ /A7"*  °~hz    .granted  them     a    Liberty   of  Confcience ; 

but  as  to  the  publick  Exercile  he  willeth,   that 
it  mould   be  fuperfeded  for  a  time,  and  in  the 
mean  while  they  mould   lay  down   their  Arms 
and  reftore  the  Towns  and  Places  then  in  their 
Pofleflion  under  his  own  Obedience. 
XXXVII       About  the  fame  time  Abbot  Brantome  was  ar- 
Braniomis  rived  at  Brouage,  he  had  a  Commiffion   of  the 
Negocia-     King  for  making  fome  Overtures   of  a  Peace  ; 
tions  with  jje  aftured  the  Rochellefe,  that  the  King  was  very 
lfr    oc  .  "much  inclined  to  it,  and  we  mu ft  believe  that  he 
fpake  truth,  feeing  how  averfe  his  Majefty  was 
then  from  every  thing  that   required  fome  Ap- 
plication, or  could  divert  him  from  his  unlawful 
Pleafures  :    but  then  he  left  the  Management  of 
the  publick  Affairs  to  his  Mother  and   her  Mi- 
nifters, who  were  no  lets  averfe  from  Peace  than 
lie  was  from  War.     John  do   la  Haye9  Lieute- 
nant 

'{?:)  Rccucil  ties  chofes  Memorable:,  fous  Henry  HI. 
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nant  of  Poitou,  attended  Brantonie  ;  that  Gentle-  HemyliL 
man,  for  fome   private  Offence,  feigned   himfelf  „  V57& 
difcontent,  and  to  fide  with  the  Reformed,  but  ^(yx  I II. 
■was   no   better  than  the  Queen's  Spyamongftt — B — j 
them ;    for  whatever  he  could    learn    of  their 
fecret  Defigns,  (and  he  was  cunning  enough  for 
infinuating   himfelf   into  their  Confidence)    he 
gave    immediate   Notice  of  it  to   her  Mnjefty, 
whereby  he   had    made   great  Piogrefs  into  her 
Favour.     But  this  Duplicity  being  at  laft  known 
at  Court,  he  mared  a  Fate  fuitable  to  his  odious 
Character;    for  having  been  feized  and  killed  in 
his  own  Caftle,  he  was  brought  dead  to  Poitiers, 
and  there  behead  id  publickly. 

But  to  return,  a  Conference  was  appointed  atJnJ&asd 
Angolen,  two  Leagues  from  Rochellc,  between  Confertnii 
Brantome  the  King's  Deputy,  and  la  Nou'i,  and™**?.  /u 
fome  of  the  molt  eminent  Merchants  of  that 
City ;  who  told  the  Abbot,  that  they  ought  to 
wait  for  the  Return  of  their  Deputies  to  the 
King.  They  arrived  three  Days  after,  but 
brought  nothing  more  from  his  Majefty,  than 
what  was  contained  in  his  laft  Letters,  befides  an 
additional  Exhortation  to  hearken  to  the  means 
of  making  a  foiid  Peace  ;  and  for  that  end  he 
allowed  them  the  Liberty  of  fending  their  De- 
puties in  Germany,  to  confer  with  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  and  their  other  Allies  and  Confederates^ 
for  which  he  offered  PafTes  and  Safe-conducts. 
*To  make  an  end  with  this  Article,  the  E  chel- 
lefe  improving  his  Majefty's  Oners,  fent  their 
Deputies  to  the  Prince  •,  but  they  were  attended 
upon  the  Road,  by  Roger  one  of  the  King*s 
Valets  de  Chambre,  who  (pied  all  their  Actions 
and  Words,  efpecially  at  Paris,  where  they  were 
narrowly  obferved  whether  they '  received 
Money   or    Bills    of    Exchange  for  Germany, 

V.  III.  Part II.  E  what 
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Henrylll.  what   Sums,     and    for    whom    they     received 

PoV'76rc  ^em  (*)' 

oorvXIII.      Mean  while  the  War  was  very  hot  in  Poitott, 
«- — *- — 1  the  Duke    of  Montpenfier  befieged   Fontenai  le 
*XXJm'  Comte,  on  the  1  ft  of  September.     La  None  had 
£«£«  of    repaired  that  Place,  and  added  fome  new  Works 
Faatenei.  in  all  hafte*  fince  the  laft  Siege  in  May.     The 
Garifon  was  400  Men  ftrong,  under   the  Com- 
mand of  St.  Stephen,  who  was  affifted  by  twenty 
Gentlemen   that   came  in    as  Voluntiers  ;    they 
had  two  Culverines,  one  Middle,  and  two  Field- 
pieces.     After  two  Aflaults  the  Town  was  taken, 
both  by  Capitulation  and  Treachery  ;   for  while 
they  were  upon  parleys,    the  Enemies  entered 
by  little  and  little,  and  when  they  were   in    a 
fufficient  Number,  they  made  themfelves  Matters 
of  the  place.     St.  Stephen,  with  about  forty  others 
were  brought  to  Montpenfier,  and  made  Prifoners 
of  War  •,    the  reft  of  the  Garifon  came  out  un- 
armed, and  were  difmhTed  without  any  Accou- 
trements ;  the  Town  was  plundered,  du  Moulin, 
one  of  the  Minifters,  was  hanged  by  the  Duke 
of  Montpenfier's  Orders,  for  revenging  his  own 
Chaplain  Babilot's  Death,  who  had  ihared  the 
fame  Fate  fome  Weeks  before,  for  his  enormous 
Cruelties  againft  the  Reformed,  into  whofe  hands 
he  fell  at  laft.     The  Befiegers  loft  250  Men,  a- 
mongft  whom  was  the  young  Marquis  of  Salu- 
ces  -,    the  Befieged  35,  amongft  whom  were  the 
Captains  Pierre  Lcngue,  and  Champagne  (b). 
XXXTX.      La  Nouc,  during  this  Siege,  attempted  upon 
Fruithfi     Marans,  the    Garrifon  whereof  annoyed  much 
tllTltla    ^beltei  and  the  Country  of  Aulnix,   confifting 
rant  by  la°^  ^2  Parifhes ;    but  he  miffed  his  aim  for  want 
AW.        of  a  proper  and  fpeedy  Aftiftance,  and  loft  three 
Captains  and  fome  Soldiers. 

At 

(a)  Recueil  de:,  chofes  memorables  fouf  Henry  III.   La 
Popcl.  liv.  39.      (b)  Eid.  ibid.     Thuan.  lib.  59. 
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At  the  later  end   of  September,  the  Duke  of  He'risjflir. 

Montpenfier  befieged  Lezignen,  commonly  called  p1-7^'. 
Lujignan  ;  which  Town    had   given  name  to  aRr/ryxjiL 
moft  illuftrious  Houfe,  from  which  are  defcended  1 — -v — ' 
fo  many  Kings,  Princes,    and  great  Captains,  {o    .  XL- 
famous  by  their  Wars  in  the  Holy  Land,   and  S^J,V 
their    Settlement   at    Jerufakm^  and    at  laft   in 
Cyprus.     That  Town    was   fituated   on    a  high 
fteep  narrow  Hill,  and  divided   into   the  upper 
and  lower  Town  ;  between  which  and  the  Cita- 
del, there   was    a  large  Plain.     Among!}  other 
moft  ancient  Monuments,  there  was  the  renown- 
ed Tower  of  Mellufina,  fo    much   celebrated  by 
the   ancient  French   Poets  (c)  -,     Chouppes  was 
Governour  thereof,  but  the  Vifcount  of  Rohan 
was  willing  to   take  upon  him  its  Defence  :   He 
had  with  him  106  Noblemen  or  Gentlemen,  and 
the  Garifon  was  600  Men  ftrong  ;  they  were  but 
very    indifferently   provided   with  Ammunition 
and  Provisions    for  holding   a  long  Siege,   they 
had  but  a  fraall  Quantity  or  Wine,  Flefh,  Wood, 
and  other   fuch  things  •,    and  their  Water-mills 
having  been  deftroyed  by  the  Cannon-Balls,  they 
were  put  to  a  great  ftrefs,  becaufe   their  Hand- 
mills  were  not  fufficient  for  all  ;  they  were  forced 
during  the  Siege, which  lafted  about  four  Months, 
to  feed  upon  Horfes,  Cats  and  Rats  •,    but  the 
great  Capacity  of  the  Chiefs,  and  the  undaunted 
Refolution  of  the  Soldiery,  fupplied  the  want  of 
other  things. 

The  Place   and  Citadel    were    battered    with  Which 
twenty-four  Cannon,  and  almoft  laid  in  Afh.es  f^rrendets 

Xi-    2  With  ;     • 

(c)  Agricola,  in  his  Additions  to  the  Memoirs  of  Cartel- 
nau,  refutes  the  old  Fable  of  that  Tower  ha\ring  been  built 
by  Melluiina  about  1200  Years  ago,  and  {hews  forth  that 
there  has  never  been  any  Princefs  of  that  Name  ;  and  thnt 
that  Tower  was  built  by  Hugues  II.  Lord  of  Lefignem,  fur- 
named  the  Beloved,  who  lived  about  the  micTcfte  of  the 
tenth  Century.     Agric.  Addii  Uv.  vii   pag.  648,  ai.d  743. 
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Henrylll.  with  above  eight  thoufand  Balls  ;    at  laft   being 
1<;74-     not  able  to   hold  out  any  longer,  and  la  Noue 
eoryXIIL not  m  a  Condition  to  relieve  them,  they  capi- 
t. — v— « j  tulated  ;  whereby  the  Vifcount  of   Rohan,  the 
Nobility,  Gentry,  and   Officers  with  him,  were 
allowed  to  come  out  on   horfeback,  with  their 
Arms   and  Baggage  ;    the  Soldiery  with  their   . 
Arms,   but  their  Matches    put  out,    and   their 
Colours  folded  were  to  be  led  fafely  to  Rochelle, 
or  at  any  other  place  not  more  than  fix  Leagues 
diilant  from  that  City.     The  Ministers  with  their 
Family  and  Baggage  were  at  liberty  to  retire  into 
the  fame  Place,  and  under  the  fame  Guard  :    the 
Ladies  and  other  Refugees  who  had  a  mind  to 
retire,  were  to  be  conducted  to  their  own  Habi- 
tation with  fafety  •,  the   Goods  that  had   been 
forfeited  to  the  King,  were  to  be  reftored  to  their 
Owners-,    the  Inhabitants  who  would  remain  in 
the  Town,  mould  be  received  into  the  Duke's 
Protection,    without  being   molefted  upon   any 
account  whatsoever ;    the  Artillery  and   all  the 
Ammunitions  were  to  remain  in  the  Town,  to  be 
difpofed  of  at  the  Duke's  pleafure. 

Thefe  Articles  were  well  enough  obferved, 
becaufe  the  Vifcount  of  Rohan  had  been  careful 
to  require  Hoftages  from  the  Duke,  which  he 
fent  to  Rcchelle  till  the  whole  fhculd  be  per- 
formed. The  Royaliits  loft  800  Men,  befides 
many  wounded  ;  and  the  B.fieged  had  25  No- 
blemen or  Gentlemen,  and  200  Soldiers  killed. 
The  Duke,  being  Mafter  of  that  place,  follicited 
at  Court  to  have  it  difmantled,  the  Citadel  and 
Mellufi na's  Tower  pulled  down,  l$c.  which  be- 
ing granted,  the  Charge  cf  it  was  given  to 
Cbemeraud,  who  executed  it  punctually  ;  fo  that 
one  of  the  ancienteft  and  molt  beautiful  For- 
trefles  in  Europe,  which  had  attracted  Charles 
the  Yth's  Admiration,    became  in  an  inftant  one 

heap 
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heap  of  ruins  ;  whereof  however  Chemeraud  knew  Henry  JI^ 
how  to  make  his  profit,  for  building  a  fine  Houfe  _ '  574- 
for  himfelf  two  Leagues  from  Lujignan  (d).  gory x III" 

We  have  left  the  Court  at  Lyons ,  where  Blaife  <— v-— » 
of  Montluc  came  to  pay  his  refpecls  to  the  King,     XLI- 
he  was  prefented  with  a  Marfhal's  Staff  for   his  MofS 

n   c.       «  ii-  -j  1  made  Mar- 

part  Services  ;    but  being  required  to   take  upon^/  0f 

himfelf  the  Management  of  the  War  in  Guienney  France. 
he  declined  it,  on  account  of  his  great  Age,  and 
of  the  Wound  he  had  received  four  Years  before 
at  the  Siege  of  Rabafieinsy  which  caufed  him 
great  pains  in  his  head  ;  the  King  infilling  on  it, 
he  told  his  Majefty,  that  his  Infirmities  were  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  he  was  not  all  fit  for  fuch 
Services,  becaufe  of  a  Rupture  he  -laboured  un- 
der (e).  That  Gentleman,  tho'  a  great  Enemy 
to  the  Reformed,  acknowledges  in  his  own  Me- 
moirs, that  this  War  was  very  unnecefiary,  and 
that  the  King  inftead  of  pacifying  every  thing, 
as  he  could  eafily  have  done,  fuffered  himielf  to  be 
impofed  upon  by  bad  Counfellors  (/). 

The  Duke  of  Mont  flior  amy's  Lady  came  like-     XLII. 
wife  to  Court,  to  petition  for  her  Husband  :   She   .e  ®uck~ 
appeared  in  a  Mourning. Drefs,  with   the  Ladies  Montm- 
and  Maids  of  her  Retinue.    She  was  very  kindly  rahcycowt 
received  by  the  King,  who  had  been  always  very  t0  Co»'f' 
fond  of  her,  for  me  was  his  Half- fitter ;  he  took 
her  up   in  his  arms,   when    fhe  fell  down  upon 
her  knees  before  him ;  and  having  intreated  his 
Majefty,  either  to  reftore   her  Husband  to    his 
E  3  Liberty, 

(d)  I  give  the  preference  to  Brantome  in  this  refpect, 
before  laPopeliniere,who  pretends  that  t  e  Duke  dismantled 
Lufignan,  &c.  at  the  initancc  of  thofe  of  Poitiers  :  Bran- 
tome  is  fo  full  and  pofitive  upon  that  Subject,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  a  minute,  but  that  the  Luke  did  it  of  his> 
o.vn  accord.   Brant.  Eloge  du.  Due  de  .VIcntpenfier.    - 

(e)Thuan.  lib.  59.  But  it  appears  by  Montluc' s  Mem.  liv. 
vii.  tol.621,  &c.  that  he  was  prefent  at  a  Sle^e  in  Guienne 
after  this. 

(f)  Montluc' s  Memoirs,  ibidtm. 


54       Hiftcry  cffhe  Reformation*  and  of  the  Vol  .III, 
Henrylll.  Liberty,  if  he  was  not  charged  with  any  thing 
_,  J574-    that  could- be  made  out   againft  him,  becaufe  his 
goryXIII.  Health  was  much  impaired  by  fo  long  a  Con- 
^-— v^-w*  finement,  or   to  have  him  tryed    by  competent 
Judges   if  any  Crime  was  laid  to  his  Charge ; 
his  Majefty  bid  her  to  cheer  up,  that  he  would 
take  care  of  her  Petition.     What  was  the  more 
furprizing  in  this  was,   to  fee  the    Cardinal  of 
Lorrain,  whom  every  one  knew  to  be  the  Au- 
thor  and  Abettor  of  this  Duke's  Misfortunes, 
joining  his  Intreaties  with  the  Duchefs's  to  the 
fame  purpofe.     Thuc.nus  obferves,  that  he  did  h 
either  out  of  hypocrify,  or  becaufe  he  was  afraid 
left  the  Duke  being  fet  at  liberty,  would  revenge 
upon  him  the  Injury  done  to  himfelf.     However, 
all  the  Courtiers  there  prefent,  either  out  of  Flat- 
tery, or    being   encouraged     by   the    Cardinal's 
Example,  followed  it  ftrivingly.     The  King  was 
pleafed  well  enough  with  thefe  his  Courtiers  In- 
ftances  in  the  Duke's  Behalf,  butfaid,  that  fince 
lie  had  been  confined  by  the  late  King's  Orders, 
he  could   not  difapprove  what   had   been  done, 
without  knowing  firil  for  what  caufe  it  had  been 
done,   whereof  he  would  take  cognizance  as  foon 
as  poiTible  (g). 
XLHI.        The  next   thing  that  was  confidered  in  the 
Rtf.hutinn  King's  Council,  was  the  Reititution  of  Pignerolles, 
0ffig"f~   Saviglian,  snd  fa  Pefouft,   which  the  King  had 
'£>  "fa  ,C'  raflily  promifed   to  the   Duke  of   Savoy.     The 
Duke  of   Duke  of  Nevers,  Governour  of  thefe  Places,  op- 
zutoj.       pofed  that    Restitution    to   the:  utmoft   of   his 
power  •,    he    wrote   againft  it,    and   his  Reafons 
were  maturely  debated  in  the  King's  Prefence : 
but  tho'   they  were  unanfwerable,  neverthelefs 
his  Majefty  infilling  upon   his  Promife,    ordered 
the  faia  Reftitution  to  be  made,  and  the  Baftard 
of  Angouleme  was  charged  to  execute  it,  having 

nrfr 

(g )  Thuan  lib.  59.. 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  Fr  a n c e .  5 f 

nrft  given  tp  the  Duke  of  Nevers  an  honourable  Henryjir. 
Difcharge  in  fuch  a  manner  and  form  as  he  him-  „I57i" 
felf  required,  which  was  regiftered  with  his  Pro-  goryXIII, 
teft  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris   and  Grenoble ,  <— v-^j 
and   in  feveral    other   Places,  whereat  the  King 
was    much  difpleafed   againft   the    faid    Duke. 
This  Reftitution,   fir   from  increafing  the  Duke 
of  Savoy's  Friendfhip  to  the  King  his  Nephew, 
ferved  only  to  puff  him  the  more  :  He  and  his 
Succeflbr  defpifed  his  Majefty,  and   were  fo  un- 
grateful hereafter,  as  to  fide  with  the  Leaguers 
againft  him  (b). 

Now  the  King  intending  to  go  to  Avignon,  XLIV. 
to  be  more  at  hand  for  observing  'Damville  and  £*ww,  U 
Montbrun's  Motions,  fent  an  Herald  at  Arms  to  ?ouf1^  ** 

-r  •  7      t»      /-  i        i         t»i  j  i      fummontd 

Livron,  le  Poujin^  and  other  Places  along  the>,  furrow 
Rhqne,  whofeGarifons  annoyed  the  whole  Coun-  der. 
try  round  about,  with  Orders  to  lay  down  their 
Arms,  and  to  furrender  •,  but  Rochegude  and  Pierre 
Gourde  anfwered,  that  they  were  moft  humble  and 
faithful  Servants  and  Subjects  to  his  Majefty, 
but  iince  their  Goods,  Children,  Lives,  and 
Confciences  lay  at  ftake,  they  thought  them- 
felves  obliged  to  oppofe,  with  all  their  Might, 
the  Difturb.ers  of  the  puhlick  Peace,  and  to  re- 
pel Force  by  Force.  Montbrun  anfwered  aimoft 
the  fame  to  the  King's  Letter.  They  prepared 
every  thing  for  their  Defence,  St.  Romain  came 
to  their  Aftiftance  from  Languedoc^  with  fome 
Troops  of  Horfe,  and  three  Companies  of  Foot ; 
and  having  furveyed  the  Places,  he  retired  to 
St.  Privatz  to  be  ready  at  all  events.  A  little 
after,  the  Garifon  of  Livron  furprized  Beau- 
mcnt,  and  cut  to  pieces  fome  Companies  of 
Switzers  in  the  King's  Service. 

E  4  The 

[b)  Idem  ibid. 


'5  6  Hijlory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  Ill, 
Henrylll.  The  Prince  Dauphin's  Army  was  about  eighteen 
„  l5ty'  thoufand  Men  ftrong,  he  befieged  le  Poufin  in 
o-orvXIII. tne  Month  of  October,  he  battered  it  by  a  con- 
< — •* v — mj  tinual  Fire,  then  he  ftormed  it ;  but  was  repulfed 
XLV.    witri  f0  great  a  lofs,  that  he  was  upon  the  point 

plupbh?' °^  ra*mig  tne  siege>  wnen  on  a  fudden  the  Walls 
Exploits  in  that  were  weak  and  had  been  much  fhaken  by 
pm^bhie.  the  Cannon,  fell  down  of  themfelves  ;  then  the 
Befieged  having  neither  time  nor  means  for  re- 
pairing them,  by  57.  Romain's  Advice  they  for- 
fook   the   Place  in    the   Night-time,  with  their 
"Women,  Children,  and   the  Baggage  that  could 
be  carried  away,  and  retired  to  St.  Privatz  by 
forne  By-ways  known   only  to  themfelves,  and 
with  fo  little  Noife,  that  the  Enemy  could    not 
imagine   what   was   become  of    them.     When 
they    entered    the    Town   the    next    Morning, 
they  plundered  or  burnt  whatever  they    could 
find,  and  left  no  Houfe   (landing    whole    but 
one. 
XLVI.       That  Succefs  fpread  a    dread  all    over   the 
lie  ddi  -  Vivaretz  >    feveral  Places  furrendered  themfelves 
Vrs      j  to     tne   Enemy ;     the   Prince  laid    Siege     to 
pftheAr-  5/.  Privatz,  but  without  Succefs.     St.  Romain 
my  to  Bel-  being  come  to  their  Relief  with  fome  new  For- 
Itgarde.     ces^  obliged  his  Highnefs  to  raife  it ;    and  bear- 
■   ing  impatiently   that   the  Marihal  of  Bellegarde 
had  been  named  to  fucceed  him,  he  went  back 
to  le  Poufin,  where  he  delivered  his  Army  to  the 
feid    Marmal  •,    who    at    firil  furprized  feveral 
Caftles,  fuch  as  la  Grane,    Loriol,   and  Rrinac, 
which  had  been  abandoned   by  their  Garifon,  as 
being  too  weak  to  withftand  the  Cannon  {j). 
XLVII.       The   King  being  upon  the  Road  to  /Ivigncn, 
the    ^       the  Queen- Mother   lent   Monfieur   de  Belloy  to 
£?***/     ^P  Marfhal  Damville,    who  was  at  Montpclier, 

fir  ruining  witH 

:  '  (j)  Thosn.  ibid.      Popcl.  liv.  38.      Recueil  des   chofes 

Memor.  fpus  Henry  III.  pag.  52;,  tfc. 


J3  o  o  k  VI .  Reformed  Churches  in  Fr  a  n  c  e  .  $y 

with  Letters  full  of  fine  Compliments,  and  large  Henrylll. 
Promifes  of  Favour.  _ ' '574* 

The  Court  feeing  that  the  faid  Mar/hal,  his  goVyXIIL 
Brethren  Merit  and  There,  the  Count  of  Venta-  v— -v-— J 
dour  his  Brother-in-law,  and  his  Nephew  the 
Count  of  Turenne,  had  already  afiembled  a  large 
Body  of  Troops,  judged  that  ftep  necehary  for 
breaking,  if  poflible,  his  Aflbciation  with  the 
Reformed  and  Politicians  ;  and  by  their  frequent 
Meffages  endeavoured  to  make  him  fufpected  by 
both. 

But  Damville,  guefting  their  Defigns,   rzfakd  Proved  in- 
to give  any  private  Audience  to  Bellcy,  and  ob-  eIe^ual* 
Jiged  him  to  deliver  his  Commiflion  in  the  pub- 
lick  Afiembly  of  the  States  of  Languedoc,  con- 
vened  at    that  time   at  Mcntpelier,  which  was 
done  accordingly.     But  whereas  his  Proportions 
were  the  fame  as  the  King's  former  Letters  Pa- 
tents, Damville  anfwered,  That  his  moft  earneft 
Defire  and  that  of  his  AfTociates,  was  to  fee  the 
Kingdom  in  peace  •,  which  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  if"  the   King  had  a  mind  to  avert  its  utter 
Ruin  :  That  a  lading  and  folid  Peace  was  not  a 
thing  fo  eafily    to    be  done,  becaufe  thofe  bad 
and  corrupted  Counsellors,  who  had  advifed  the 
late  King  to  break,    in  fo  odious  a   manner,  his 
Edict   of   1570,  by   the  moft  cruel  Maflacre  of 
1572,   were  ftill  near  his  Majefty,    and  managed 
every  thing  at  their  pleafure,  abufing  the  King's 
Name  and  Authority  for  the  Execution  of  their 
wicked   Defigns  ;      that    fuch  Counfellors   were 
mortal  Enemies   to   the  French  Nobility,   efpe- 
ciaily  to  the  Houfe  of  Montmorancy.     Laftly,  he 
allured  him   of  his,   and    his  AfTociates   fincere 
Affection   and  Defire  for  procuring  the  publick 
Welfare. 

When  he  had  done  fpeaking,<S7.  Roma  in,  Gover- 
nour  of  Nimes,  whether  he  had  been  provoked 

by 
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Henrylll-by  Bellofs  Anfwer  and  Threathings,  as  Thuanus 
plpGreJzyS'  or  not?  tQld  him,  Sir,  I  defire  you  to  let 
goryXIII. tne  King  know,  that  it  is  too  late  to  pretend  to 
1  frighten  us  with  Threatnings,  fince  we  have 
now  lefs  occanon  to  be  afraid  than  ever  before  i 
for  befides  paft  Experience,  God  be  thanked, 
that  out  of  three  Enemies,  whole  Power  feemed 
at  firft  formidable  unto  us,  there  is  but  one  re- 
maining who  makes  us  afraid.  One  of  them 
was  King  Charles*  who  dying  prematurely,  has 
experienced  what  it  is  to  quarrel  with  God,  and 
his  own  Church  ;  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  A- 
lengon  is  become  our  Friend  through  the  Wicked- 
nefs  of  our  Enemies  ;  and  only  the  third  remains, 
viz.  the  King  himfelf :  If  he  undertakes  to  wage 
War  againft  God  and  his  Church,  he  will  fall  at 
his  own  Coft ;  how  dreadful  a  thing  it  is  to . 
fall  under  God's  Difpleafure,  and  not  to  grow 
wifer  by  the  fad  Experience  of  others  :.  Every 
one  were  furprized  at  this  St.  Romaics  Bold- 
nefs  (i). 

However  the  Queen  thought  proper  to  conceal 
it  from  the  King,  when  fhe  became  acquainted 
with  it,  and  to  fend  back  Belloy  to  the  Marfhal 
with  the  fame  Intention  as  before,  to  wit,  to 
create  Jealoufies,  and  fow  DhTenfions  amongft 
the  AfTociates,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  at  laft,  after 
feveral  Meffages  to  and  fro,  the  AfTembly  agreed 
to  fend  Chavignac  and  two  others,  for  conferring 
with  the  King  ;  but  they  received  no  other  An- 
fwer than  this,  That  his  Majefty  required  that 
his  Cities  and  Towns  mould  be  reftored  unto 
him  without  any  Exception,  and  then  he  would 
grant  peace  to  his  Subjects. 

But 

(/}  Tliuan..  ibid.  Kecueil  des  chofes  Menior.  foua 
Henry  III. 
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But  at  this  time  happened  what  we  have  men-  Henrylir. 
tioned  before,  concerning  that  young  Man  who  at-  pA*7£r<N 
tempted  to  poifon  Damville,  whereby  that  Lord  g0ryXIIL 
who  was  Hill  irrefolute,  was  entirely   refolved.  v— -v-— l 
He  had  publimed  a  Manifefto  about  the  Begin-  JLYI!I* 
ning  of  November,  declaring   the  Reafons  that,  *    J^ 
obliged  him  to  take  up  Arms,  to  wit,    for   the  to  poifon 
Maintenance  of  the  Crown  of  France,  the  Pro-  Damviile. 
teclion  of  the  Subjects  of  either  Religion,  and 
the  Reftoration  of  feveral  Lords  and  Chief  Of- 
ficers of  the  Crown,  that  were  unjuftly  detained 
or  exiled,  and  generally    for  procuring  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  reftore  it  to  its  for- 
mer Dignity  and  Splendour  •,  till  by  the  Determi- 
nation of  a  free  general  or  national  Council,  and 
the  Decifijcm  of  the  General  States  lawfully  af- 
fembied,  it  fhould  be  provided.     It  is  very  like- 
ly that  the  States   of  JLcinguedoc  were  then  ad- 
journed to  Nimes,  for  January  next,  in  order  to 
put  the  laft  hand   to  the  AfTociation. 

The  Marshal   and  the  States  being  fenfible,    XLIX. 
that  the  Court  had  a  mind  to  lull  them,  and  fpin  Sf-  Glllet 
out  the  time,   came  to  a    contrary  Refolution  \  ^hn  h 
they  befieged,  battered  and  ftormed  St.  Gilles,  &tbe  Confe* 
Town  not  far  from  Avignon  ;  from  whence  they  derates. 
heard  very  plain  the  Artillery's  Noife,  without 
troubling    themfelves    for  going    to  relieve  the 
Place.     True    it  is,  that  the  RoyaJ  Army  was 
then  before  Liyjrpn,  but   there   was  yet  Troops 
enough  with   the   King,    if  the  Court  had  not 
been    plunged   in    Fleafures,  or   in    extravagant 
Devotions,   which   ferved  only    to     debafe  the 
Royal  Majefty ;     for    while    his   Armies    were 
fighting  in  the  Weiiern  and  Southern  Provinces, 
the  King  fpent  the  Mornings  and  Noons   like 
a  Sardanvpalus,  and  in  the  Evening  he  fcourg'd 
himfdf  nublickly. 

To 


60  Hijiory  of  the  Reformat  ion,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 
Henrylll.  To  underftand  this,  one  muft  know,  that  a- 
PoJ 7Gr  mongft  other  Superftitions,  whereof  the  City  of 
goryXIIL  Avignon^  belonging  to  the  Pope,  is  full,  there 
*— ■ v— J  were  three  Fraternities  of  Penitents,  diftinguifhed 
"I*       one  from  another  by  the  Colour  of  their  Sack- 

jJJJw£loths>  white>  Srey»  and  bIack  >  ^at  Habit  co- 
his time  at  vered  them  from  the  Head  down  to  the  Feet, 
Jhjignon.  they  were  girded  with  a  Rope,  and  had  but 
their  Eyes  and  part  of  their  Back  uncovered  ; 
they  walked  bare-footed  in  Proce/Tion,  with 
Links,  and  finging  the  Miserere  mei, 
fcourging  themfelves  with  a  Difcipline  till  Blood 
gufhed  out.  The  King  joined  himfelf  with  the 
white,  thinking  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
Court  of  Rome,  by  the  Performance  of  fuch  Acls 
of  falfe  Devotion  j  and  affided  frequently  at  their 
Proceffion,  efpecially  at  Chriftmas-Holidays. 
The  Courtiers  were  not  the  only  Perfons  that 
followed  his  Example,  the  Queen  Mother  her- 
felf  and  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  thought  pro- 
per to  do  the  fame  ;  the  firft  with  the  black,  and 
«  the  other  with  the  grey. 

LT.  This  coft  very  dear  to  the  Cardinal,  for  walk- 

Cardinal  Jnpr  Jn  Proceffion  bare-footed,  and  the  Shoulders 
°J  . ,  "  uncovered,  in  the  Depth  of  a  moft  fevere  Win- 
Veath.  ter»  he  was  taken  ill  and  brought  to  his  Apart- 
ment ;  but  finding  himfelf  fomething  better  the 
next  Day,  he  went  to  the  Council,  where  they 
were  debating  about  ways  and  means  how  to  find 
Money  for  the  King :  Amongft  other  means 
that  Prelate  propofed  to  fell  four  hundred  thou-, 
fand  Crowns  of  Church-Rents  ;  whereupon  the 
D-pury  of  the  Clergy  rofe  up  in  a  paffioh,  and 
wpbraided  the  Cardinal  with  Ungratefulnefs  to 
the  Clergy  of  France,  who  were  the  Supporters 
of  his  Greatnefs  and  Fortune  ;  that  the  Church 
was  more  moiefted  by  him,  who  feemed  to  be 
their  Friend,  than  it  ever  had  been  by  Ccligny 

himfelf, 
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himfelf,  their   profeffed   Enemy.      At  this  theHeniylll. 
Cardinal  was  inflamed;  and  whereas  he  was  °b- p ' j)7(jj'rc_ 
liged  to  make  fome  Difpatches,    he  fat  down  goryXIII. 
late  in  the  Night  writing  himfelf,  then  he  went  u— y— »J 
to  bed  *,    but  was  immediately  taken  with  a  vio- 
lent Fever,  and  fell  into  a  delirium,  of  which  he 
never  recovered,  and  died  in  that  Condition  on 
the  23d   of   December,  according  to  Thuanus  ; 
but  on  the  26th,  according  to  others,  in  the  51ft 
Year  of  his  Age,  being  born  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1524. 

Various  have  been  the  Opinions  about  the 
Caufes  of  his  Death :  Some  have  faid,  that  he 
had  been  poifoned  with  the  Smell  of  a  Link  ; 
others,  with  the  Smell  of  a  poifoned  Purfe  full  of 
Gold  Medals,  whereof  he  was  very  curious, 
fent  to  him  by  his  natural  Brother  Claudius  de 
Guife,  Abbot  of  Clugny  \  others,  by  the  Mildew, 
which  is  very  dangerous  at  Avignon,  not  confi- 
dering  that  it  was  in  the  midft  of  Winter,  and 
that  it  froze  very  hard.  The  Caufe  which  I 
have  related,  as  I  found  it  in  my  Author  quoted 
underneath,  feems  to  me  the  more  natural  ;  he 
catched  cold  in  the  Proceflion,  was  in  diforder 
when  he  went  to  the  Council,  flew  there  into  a 
violent  paffion,  whereby,  and  by  his  fitting  late 
at  work,  he  heated  his  Blood,  fell  into  a  fpotted 
Fever,  and  died  (/). 

He  was  a  Man  endowed  with  rare  Qualities,  His  Chn- 
of  a  great  Wit,  learned  beyond  his  Condition,  raStr. 
eloquent,  fit  for  Bufinefs  ;  but  naturally  fickle 
and  vain,  ambitious  far  beyond  meafure,  proud 
and  infolent  in  Profperity,  deje&ed  to  Bafenefs 
in  Adverfity.  At  firft  he  feemed  to  incline  to 
the  Lutheran  Reformation,  and  had  promifed 
the  Duke  of  JVirtemberg  to  promote  it  to  the  ut- 
moft  of   his  power;     but  after  the  Death   of 

his 
(I)  Recueil  des  chofes  admirables  arrirees  fous  Henry  III. 
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his  Brother  Francis  Duke  of  Guife,  he  was  quite 
altered,  and  became  the  moft  impl^carjle  Enemy 
the  Reformed  had.  He  feigned  to  be  the  Pro- 
tector of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Order  in  France,  but 
he  was  the  Author  of  the  Alienation  of  the 
Church- Rents  ;  and  he  loaded  the  richeft  Abbeys 
with  To  many  Penfions  to  Lay-men,  that  he  was 
almoft  equally  hated  by  the  Reman  Clergy,  and 
by  the  Reformed,  by  the  Lay-men  and  Eccle- 
fiafticks,  by  the  Country  and  the  Court  hn). 

The  Princefs  of  Conde  was  dead  likewife  fince 
laft  October.  Her  exquifite  Beauty  and  the  rare 
Qualifications  of  her  Soul,  commanded  the  re- 
flect of  all  thofe  who  had  the  happinefs  to  be 
acquainted  with  her  ;  and  had  fo  well  captivated 
the  King's  Affections,  that  it  was  confidently 
reported  that  he  had  a  mind  to  marry  her,  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  have  her  divore'd  from  the 
Prince  by  the  Pope's  Authority,  on  pretence 
that  he  was  an  Heretick  and  a  Relapfer ;  and  it 
was  then  publickly  rumoured,  that  the  Queen- 
Mother  being  afraid  left  the  King  her  Son  mould 
execute  his  Refolution,  caufed  that  Princefs  to  be 
poifoned.  However  his  Majefty  was  fo  much  af- 
fected with  her  Death,  that  he  could  nor  would 
not  be  comforted  for  feveral  Weeks. 

After  the  Cardinal's  Death,  the  King  refolved 
to  marry  with  Lou'ifa,  Daughter  to  the  Count  of 
Vaudemont,  youngeft  Brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  ;  a  Princefs  of  an  exquifite  Beauty,  but 
intirely  given  up  to  Devotion,  and  taking  very 
little  notice  of  any  thing  elfe.  He  had  (sen 
her  the  Year  before  paffing  thro'  Nancy,  in  his 
way  to  Poland,  and  had  been  fmitten  with  her 
Beauty  •,  but  for  his  own  Mother's  fake,  left  the 
Houfe  of  Guife,  efpecially  the  Cardinal  of  Lor- 
rain,   fhould  improve     that    Opportunity  for 

raiftng 

(m)  Thuan.  lib.  59. 
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raifing  himfelf  to  the  fame  Degree  of  Power  and  Henrylll. 
Authority,  as  in  Francis  lid's  time,  he  had  *  574- 
laid  afide  the  Thoughts  of  marrying  her  ;  nay,  goryXIIL 
he  had  confented  to  a  Match  with  Elizabeth,  *-~y— -* 
Princefs  of  Sweden,  Sifter  to  King  John,  and  had 
fent  about  fix  Weeks  before,  Secretary  Pinar,  to 
the  Court  of  Stockholm,  for  demanding  that  Prin- 
cefs. Pinar  had  executed  his  Commiffion  with 
all  the  Succefs  he  could  wifh.  for,  King  John  hav- 
ing readily  confented  to  the  Match.  But  now  the 
Obftacle  of  the  Cardinal  being  removed,  Henry's 
Affections  for  the  Countefs  of  Vaudemont  were 
kindled  again,  and  the  Queen-Mother  approv- 
ing of  it,  Bcurkq  was  difpatched  to  Sweden, 
for  recalling  Pinar  ;  and  had  Orders  to  take  the 
Court  of  Nancy  in  his  way,  and  to  acquaint  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  with  the  King's  Intention  to 
marry  with  his  Niece,  as  foon  as  he  mould  be 
arrived  at  Rheims,  for  performing  the  Ceremony 
of  his  Inauguration.  Accordingly  Pinar  hav- 
ing defired  his  Audience  of  Leave,  endeavoured 
to  excufe  his  Matter  the  beft  that  he  could  •,  but 
his  Arguments  were  fo  frivolous  and  imperti- 
nent, that  he  was  in  great  danger  as  to  his 
Perfon,  and  at  laft  was  difmiffed  with  Scorn. 
Princefs  Elizabeth  was  married  (qvqti  Years  after 
with  Chrijlophle,  Son  to  Albert  Duke  of  Meck- 
lembourg  (n). 

Henry  fet  out  from  Avignon  on  the   13th  of    1575.  ' 
January,  and  came  to  his  Camp  before  Livron,    LIV. 
in  his  way  to  Rheims.  ^he  King 

Livron  was  befieged  fmce  the  middle  of  De-^ciL> 
cember,  by  Marihal  de  Bellegarde,  with  an  Army  before  Li- 
of  about  twelve  thoufand  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot,  won. 
and  twenty-two  large  Cannons.     Roejfes,  Son-in-  „. 
law  to  Montbrun,  commanded  in  the  Place,  and  Uwm. 
had  with  him  no  more  than  four  hundred  Men ; 

but 

(»)  Idem  ibid. 
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Henrylll.  but  all  ftout  and  courageous,  with  a  fingle  (mall 
T^uG     ^?e^-piece.  TheBefieged  made  two  Sallies  upon 
gory XIII.  tn€  Enemies  at  their  Approach,  one  in  the  Day* 
y  the  other  in  the  Night-time,  which  were  very  fuc- 
cefsful.     The  Befiegers    levelled    their   Cannons 
and  battered  the  Town  at  three  different  Places 
all  at  once,  beginning  on  the  21ft  of  the  Month 
together  to  the  23d  inclusively,  and  fired  eleven 
hundred  Bullets,  whereby  they  made  a  Breach  of 
fix  hundred  Paces.     Net  fatisfied  with  this,   the 
Marfhal  caufed  the  Cannon  to  be  levelled  in  an- 
other Place;  and  on  the  25th  he  began  to  batter 
again,  and  fired  fourteen  hundred  Bullets  :    Fie 
took  poffefiion  of  the   Ditch,   and  covered   his 
Soldiers  with   Pent-houfes.      Montbrun   having 
fent  a  Supply  of  an  hundred  Men,  only  fourteen 
could  enter  into  the  Place,   the    reft  were  forced 
to   go  back.     The  Befieged   were    fo  far  from 
being   dimeartened  at   fuch  large  Breaches,  and 
the  Succefs  of  their  Enemies,   that   on  the  con- 
trary at  the  very  minute  they  were  afTailed    the 
next  Day  being  the  26th  of  December,  they  fet 
up  a  Pole  with  a  Horfe-ihoe,    a  Mittan,  and  a 
Cat  tied  to  it,  whereby  they  meant  this,  Marfhal, 
a  Cat  is  not  taken  without  Mittans  -,    the  word 
Mareschal,  in  French,   fignifying  a  Black- 
fmith  and  an  Officer   of  an  Army.     The  Place 
was  furioufly  ftormed,  as  juft   now   {aid,  at  two 
different  Places,  and  efcaladed  at  another  all  at 
once  •,     but  the  Befieged,  Men,  Women,  Girls, 
and  Boys,  withftood  it  with  fuch   an  undaunted 
Courage,   that  the  Enemies  were  repulfed  with 
great  Lofs  •,    RoejJ'es,   and  two  Captains  with  fe- 
veral  Soldiers  were  killed  on  the  Befieged  fide. 
La  Haye,  a  young  Gentleman   of  23  Years  old, 
fucceeded  to   Rceffes,   to  the   great  Joy   of  the 
Soldiers,  and  performed  Wonders.     The  Battery 
began  to  play  again  on  the  ill  of  January,  and 

continued 
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continued  till  the  7th  •,    and  the  Mar  fhal  caufed  HenryllL 
the  Tower   to   be    undermined,  but   was  difap-  pI57£>' 
pointed  by  a  Counter-mine.     On  the  8th  theygofyXjJj". 
were  ftormed  a    fecond   time,    at   three  feveral  u— y—Aj 
Places  at  once  ;   but  the  Aflailers  were  repulfed 
in  the  fame  manner  as   the  firft.     On  the  9th 
and  10th  the  Battery  ceafed  playing;,  and  the  Be- 
fieged  repaired  chearfully  the  Breaches  in  feveral 
Places  ;    and  were  fo  merry,  that  they  caufed  a 
Woman  to  fit  down  at  the  higheft  Place  of  the 
Town,  with  a  Diftaf  by  her  Side.     In  the  Night 
of  the  nth,  they  received  a  Supply  of  fifty-two 
Men  ;  and  the  next  Day  the  Count  of  Gayajfo, 
an  Italian  Colonel  of  the  Switzers,  being  out  of 
the  Camp,  was  met  by  a  Party  of  Montbrurfsi 
and  killed  upon  the  fpot,  with  fome  of  his  Men. 
As  to  the  Piemontefe  Troops  that  were  in  the 
Camp,  they  were  taken  with  a   ficknefs  which 
deftroyed  many  of  them. 

His  Majefty  underftanding  thefe  ill  Succefles,  RaifeJ  fy 
came  into  the  Camp,  as  above  faid,  and  command- the  King't 
ed  to  raife  the  Siege.     A  new  Negociation  for  a {Jrders- 
general  Peace  was  begun,  intended  only  for  dif-= 
arming  the  Reformed,  at  leaft   for  relaxing  their 
Courage.     The  King  was  the  more  inclined  to  itj 
that  Aiguemortes,  a  coniiderable  Sea- port  on  the 
Mediterranean^  had  been  furprifed  and  taken  by 
the  Reformed,  on  the  12th  of  this  Month  •,  and 
that  Damville  had  publifhed  his  laft  Declaration 
at  Nimes,  upon  that  very  fame  Day. 

He  ftayed  but  few  Hours  in  the  Camp,  and 
caufed  a  Teftoon  (an  old  French  Silver  Coin,  of 
about  two  Shillings  and  fix- pence  Value)  to  be 
given  to  each  Soldier.  The  Befieged  having  no- 
tice that  the  King  was  fo  near,  fired  feveral 
Vollies  of  Harquebufles  in  the  Camp,  then 
they  fell  a-hooting  and  crying  at  the  King  and 
Queen-Mother,  tho'  their  Officers  endeavoured 

V. III.  Part  II.        F  to 
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Henrylll.  to  reftrain  them  ;  Ho!    fay  they,   What  are  you 

plJ7A'    come  here  for,  you  Murderers?  Did  you  think  to 
goryXHI. cui  our  throats  in  our  Beds,  as  you  did  the  late 

*— -v-"—*  Admiral's  ?  Bring  us  here  your  Minions  trimmed, 
curled,  and  -perfumed ;  let  them  come  and  pay  a 
njifit  to  our  Wives,  they  will  learn  at  their  own 
coft  how  hard  it  is  to  have  t»  deal  with  them. 
This  they  repeated  feveral  times  in  the  King's 
Hearing,  who  was  heartily  vexed  at  it -,  but  he 
was  no  more  that  Duke  of  Anjou,  whofe  heroical 
Virtues  commanded  Refpect  every  where,  but  a 
Prince  run  into  Idlenefs,  and  all  manner  of  Dif- 
folutenefs  •,  or  rather,  he  was  no  more  the  great 
and  virtuous  Carnavalet's  Pupil,  but  the  bafe 
Villequier's  flavifh  Difciple. 

As  the  Army  was  retired, the  Befieged  made  two 
Sallies  upon  them,  one  that  very  Night,  and  the 
other  the  next  Morning,  and  killed  many  Swit- 
zers and  Piemontefe  that  were  in  the  Rear ;  nay, 
the  Women  themfelves  fell  upon  the  lick  and 
wounded,  and  killed  many. 

The  Army  was  disbanded,  what  remained  of 
the  Piemontefe  went  back  into  their  own  Country; 
the  Dauphinefe,  afhamed  for  their  bad  Succefs, 
difperfed  themfelves  in  feveral  Places  ;  fome 
Troops  of  Reiflers  followed  the  Count  of  Retz, 
in  Provence ;  and  the  reft  with  the  Switzers  were 
put  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of  Ufez, 
to  carry  theWar  in  hanguedoc  {o) ;  mean  while  the 

Who  pro-  King  proceeded  on  his    Journey   to  Rheims  for 

reeds  to      his  Coronation. 

Rheims.         xhe  Prince  of  Conde  was  ftill  at  Bafil,   fur- 
'  *jj  •     rounded  with  Spies,  that  fent  notice  to  Court  of 

c/ufcz     whatever    they    could     learn.      The   Duke  of 

',-ommands  Ufez,  with  twenty-two  Companies  of  Switzers, 

the  Rayal  and  fome  Troops  of  Horfe,  French  and  German, 

Army   in  came 

Langucdoc. 

(p)  Recueil  des  chofes  memor.  fous  Henry  III.  Thuan, 
£b.  60.  pag.  83,  84. 
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came  into  Languedoc,  where  he  was  joined  by  HenryJII, 
fame  other  Forces  of  that  Country,  and  of  Viva-  J574- 
retz.  He  had  profefled  the  Reformed  Religion  goryXIIl' 
for  a  long  while,  till  Bartholomew  Day's  Maf-  <— v*** 
facre  ;  and  in  all  the  former  Civil  Wars  he  had 
fided  with  the  Reformed,  and  undertook  their 
Defence  with  great  Succefs  :  But)  out  of  fpite 
again  ft  Damville,  he  had  taken  party  with  the 
Court,  and  declared  openly  that  his  Intention  was 
only  to  wage  War  with  that  Marfhal,  promifing 
the  Reformed  to  make  their  Appointment  with 
the  King*  if  they  would  only  break  their  Union 
with  the  Politicians.  It  is  even  faid,  that  at  this 
time  he  went  not  to  Mafs,  and  that  he  kept  a 
Minifter  with  him.  Be  it  as  it  will,  it  was  very 
ftrange  to  fee  on  „one  hand  the  Protector  of  the 
Reformed  at  the  Head  of  the  Catholick  Party, 
fighting againft  them  -,  andon  the  other,  the  great 
Perfecutor  of  the  Reformed,  armed  now  for 
their  Defence  and  fighting  againft  the  Catho- 
licks  :  That  {hews,  that  amongft  the  Great,  Re- 
ligion is  but  a  meer  pretence  for  gratifying  their 
Ambition,  and  other  Paffions.  The  Duke  of 
Ufez  got  but  very  little  by  his  Change  ;  and  in- 
deed the  Court  gave  him  fuch  deftructive  Com- 
miflion,  only  in  order  to  compafs  his  own  Ruin  : 
We  have  fpoken  of  him  in  our  former  Volume, 
under  the  Name  of  Count  of  Crujjol. 

The  King's  Retreat  reftored    the  Affairs  of    LyT 
the  Reformed  in  Languedoc,  but  the  Diflblute-  „$ol0}te~hi 
nefs  and  ftrange  Scandals  of  the  Politicians  mix-  Conjede- 
ed  amongft  them,  fmothered  intirely  what  little  rates  Army, 
Senfe  of  Piety  and  Virtue  was  left  in  them  5  and 
Marihal  Damville  was   forgetful  of  the  Articles 
ftipulated  with  him  in  the  Aflbciation's-Contract. 
However,  he  gave  fair  words  to  the  Minifters, 
and  others  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  that  came 
to  make  Reprefentations  upon  that  Subject ;  but 
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Henrylll.  for  all  that  the  DhTolutenefs   increafed  a-pace, 
*575-    Plundering,  Robbing,  and  other  Licentioufnefs 
coryXIlT. were  very  r^e-     ^ne  Marfhal  fuffered   himfelf 
\_..-w-.^ji  to  be  intirely  managed  by  one  of  his  Secretaries, 
Charretier  by  Name,  a  profligate  Man,  and  the 
moll  dangerous  amongft   the  Politicians.     After 
the  taking   of  Aiguemortes>    the    faid  Marmal 
made   an  Enterprize  upon  Beziers ;    and  took 
about  ninety  Boroughs   and  Villages  in  the  ad- 
jacent Parts.     On  the  other  hand,  the  Duke  of 
Ufez  entered  the  Territories    of    that   City,   in 
full  hopes  that   the   Inhabitants,   who  were  his 
VafTals,  would  furrender  it  to  him  :  He  took  St. 
Ferreol,  a  fmall  Town  in  the  Neighbourhood  •, 
from  whence  he  annoyed  much  thofe  of  Ufez. 
Thefe  Things  happened  in  the  Month  of  Ja- 
nuary (p). 
L.VII.        All  this  while  the  States  of  Languedoc  were 
The  Jfo-  aflembled.  at  Nimes  ;    and  after  having  maturely 
"hdedat'  con^ldereci  °f  tneir  Aflbciation,  they  came  to  a 
Nimes.      Conclufion  of  it,  and  ligned  the  Articles  on  the 
i  oth  of  February,  1575.     It  cannot  be  denied., 
that  the  Government  which  they  fettled  amongft 
themfelves  favour'd  much  of  the  Republican.    E- 
very  thing  concerning  Religion,  Police,  Admini- 
ftration  of  Juftice,  Magiftrates,  militaryDifcipline, 
Liberty  of  Trade,    Taxes  and  Money,  were  re- 
gulated.    It  is  true,  that  the  Remembrance  of 
the  late  cruel  Maftacres,  and  the  bad  Adminiftra- 
rion  of  thofe  who  were  now  at  the  Helm  of  Af- 
fairs, feemed  to  render  fuch  an  AfTbciation  necef- 
fary,  tho'  of  a  very  pernicious  Example ;  how- 
ever it  was  no  lefs  deftructive  to  thofe  who  had 
fought  fo  eagerly  for  it,  as  to  the  Publick  ;    and 
ended  at  lajt,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the  Re- 
formed (a). 

The 

[p)  Rccueil  des  chofes  Mem.  fous  Henry  III.    (?)  Thuan. 
lib.  Co.  pag.  84.    LaPopeiin.  liv.  39.  fol.  282 — 284. 
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The  King  arrived  fafe  at  Rheims,  contrary  to  Henrylir. 
what  Varillas,  and   de  la  Hode  a  late  Hiftorian,  p  *s7qJ.c_ 
have  written,  that  he  was  like  to  be  afTaflinated  g0ryXlll. 
upon  the  Road,  had  not  the  Plot  been  difcovered  <— - v~» 
by  Fervaques^    one   of   the  Accomplices.     ^o   ^VIII.^ 
mention  of  fuch  a  Plot  is  made  by  any  Hifto-  j^riJ^fJt 
rian  of  thofe  Days,  that  I  have  read  of.     Mar-  Rheims. 
garet,  Queen  of  Navarre,  that  accompanied  the 
King  her  Brother  in  that  Journey,  fays  not  a 
word  of  it  in  her  Memoirs. 

Le  Guafi,  who  had  fucceeded  to  Bellegarde 
in  the  King's  Favour,  had  been  fent  before  to 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  for  treating  about  the 
Marriage  of  his  Niece,  the  Princefs  of  Vaude- 
mont ;  and  Chiverni  was  fent  after  him  for  paf- 
fing  the  Contract,  and  prefenting  that  Princefs 
with  Jewels  to  a  great  Value.  At  his  Arrival  at 
Rheims  the  King  met  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of 
Lorrain,  the  Count  of  Vaudemont,  with  the 
Princefs  his  Daughter,  Antonia  of  Bourbon,  Mo- 
ther to  the  late  Duke  of  Guife,  and  Cardinal  of 
Lorrain,  a  Princefs  of  near  eighty  Years  of  Age, 
and  feveral  Lords  and  Gentlemen  that  were  come 
to  be  prefent  at  the  King's  Coronation  and  Mar- 
riage. 

On  the  1 5th  of  February  he  was  crov/ned  by  He  is 
Lewis,  Cardinal  of  Guife,  the  See  of  Rheims  be-  crowmed 
ing  (till  vacant  by  the  Death  of  the  Cardinal  01andmar~ 
Lorrain ;  we  cannot  fay  that  he  was  crowned  with 
the  ufual  Ceremonies,  fince  they  forgot  to  fing 
the  Te   Deum,  which  was   taken   for  a  bad 
Omen  of  the  future  Reign.     On  the  16th   the 
Marriage  Ceremony  was  performed  at  the  fame 
Place.     After  feveral  Days  fpent  in  Diverfions 
13c.  the   King   having  been  at  St.  Maclou,  for 
Devotion- fake,  and  for  obtaining  by  Fafting  and 
Prayer  the  Gift  of  curing  the  Evil,  arrived  with 
the  whole  Court  at  Paris. 

F  3  We 
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Henrylll.      We  have  faid  above,  that  the  King  had  grant- 

x  574-  ed  the  Reformed  and  Politicians  leave  for  fend- 
eoryXIH.  mg  tne^r  Deputies  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  for 
v_— ^— -;  conferring  with   him  about  the  Articles  where- 

LIX.  upon  a  folid  and  lading  Peace  could  be  fettled  in 
ibt  vepu-  t^e  Kingdom.     In  purfuance  whereof,  the  De- 

ttcs  of  the  * 

Confede-    puties  of  Marihal  Damville,  Languedoc,  Rocbelle, 
rates  ar-    Guienne,  Provence,  and  Dauphine,   met  together 
rive  at      with  the  Prince  and   his  Council   at  BafiU  and 
agreed   upon  the  Articles  which   they  were   to 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,  and  which  being  drawn 
in  the  Form  of  a  Petition  ;    they   fet  out  from 
Bafil  on  the  22d  of  March,  and  arrived  at  Paris 
on  the  5th  of  April,   and  were  admitted  to  the 
King's  Audience  on  the  1  ith. 
They  are         After  the   ufual   Ceremonies  they   prefented 
Sjjp'f * their  Petition,  which  contained   ninety-two  Ar- 
Judiente.   tides,    in  the  Name   of  the  Prince   of  Conde, 
Lords,  Gentlemen,  and  others  of  the  Reformed 
TheirPeti-  Religion  ;    and   in  the    Name   of  the  Marfhal 
ption.        Damville,  Lords,  Gentlemen,  and  others  Catho- 
licks,  confederated  with  them  :  By  that  Petition 
they  required  a  free  publick  Exercife  of  the  Re- 
formed Religion  all  over  the  Kingdom  without 
any  Exception  of  Place  or  Places.     New  Cham- 
bers erected  in  the  Parliaments,  compofed  half 
of  Reformed,  half  of  Catholicks,  for  adminiftring 
Juftice  without  Partiality  in  Civil  or  Criminal 
Cafes.     An  exemplary  Punifhment  of  the  Au- 
thors and  Abettors   of  Mafiacres.     A  Diminu- 
tion of  Taxes  and  Imports.     A  free  Aflembly  of 
the  General  States.     A  full  Security  for  the  Ob- 
fervation  of  whatever  they  required  ;    and  many 
other  things,    which  indeed  were   too  high  or 
unreafonable. 
Speeches.        D'Arennes  made  a  long  Speech  to  the  King 
in  the  Prince's  Name,  whereto   his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  a  moll  gracious  Anfwer.   After 
f  that 
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that,  the  Envoy,    directing  his  Speech  to    theHenryllL 
Queen-Mother,  intreated  her  to  make  ufe  of  her     !574- 
beft  Endeavours  to  procure   a   folid  and  lafting  goryXlII 
Peace  to  his  Majefty's  Subjects.     Then  the  King  v_— y— »j 
having  received  the  Petitions,   ordered  the  De- 
puties to  withdraw  into  his  Anti-chamber  ;    and 
having  perufed  them  with  his  Council,  they  were 
called  in  again  ;  and  his  Majefty  told  them,  that 
he  had  caufed  the  Articles  of  the  Petition  to  be 
read  before  him,  and    that  he   was   much  fur- 
prized    to    find    that    they    carried    their  Pre- 
tenfions  fo  high,  and  that  they  had  been  fo  bold 
as  to  prefent  fuch  Articles,  efpecially  considering 
that  they  could  not  be  ignorant  of  them  ;  where- 
by it  was  plain,  that  they  were  not  fo  follicitous 
for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom,  as 
they  would  feign  to  be.     Then  he  afked  them, 
whether  they  had  nothing  elfe  to  propofe  ? 

Whereupon  d'Arennes  befought  mod  humbly  Conferen- 
his  Majefty,  not  to  take  amifs  the  Contents  off"* 
the  Petitions,  and  to  let  them  know  what  Ar- 
ticles had  offended  him  ;  becaufe  it  might  be,  that 
they  had  been  inferted  by  Miftake,  or  Inadver- 
tency. W7hereto  the  King  replied,  that  amongft 
others,  the  firft  was  intolerable.  It  runneth 
thus  : 

That  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed,  that  a  free, 
general,  and  publick  Exercife  of  the  Reformed 
Religion,  fhould  be  allowed  throughout  his 
whole  Kingdom,  Countries,  Lands,  and  Lord- 
fhips  under  his  Obedience  and  Protection,  even 
in  the  Mejfine  Country,  Government  of  Metz 
and  Verdun,  Marquifate  of  Saluces,  Country  of 
Dombes  and  Barrois,  according  to  the  Confeflion 
of  Faith,  which  had  been  formerly  prefented  to 
the  late  King,  by  the  Reformed  Churches  of 
France  ;  and  that  too  without  any  Modification 
or  Exception  of  Places,  Times  and  Perfons,  to 

F  4  the 
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Henry  III.  the  end  that   Sermons  and  Prayers  mould  be 
*574-     made  freely  and  publickly,  the  Pfalms  fun g  even 
goryXIII.m  the  Shops,  in  the  Goals,  and  in   the  Fields ', 
y--y-»»»;that  they  could  be  aflembled   by  the  Tolling  of 
Bells,  adminifter  Baptifm  and  the  Holy  Supper, 
marry,  vifit  the  Sick,  bury  their  Dead  in  full 
Day-light,   and  in  the  ufual  Places ;    that  they 
might  have  Schools  and  publick  Leffons,   print 
and  fell  all  Books  written  on  religious  Matters, 
hold    Confiftories,  Colloques,  and   Synods  Na- 
tional and  Provincial ;   execute  their  Difcipline  ; 
collect  Money  for  the  Poor,   and  for  the  Necef- 
(ities  of  the   Churches  •,   and  generally  whatever 
concerned  the  full  free  Exercife  of  their  Reli- 
gion, as  it  was  done  in   the  Countries  where  it 
was   eftablifhed   by   Law ;     with    feveral   other 
Claufes  inferted  in  that  Article,  which  I  do  omit 
on  purpofe. 
And  T>e-       D'Arennes  humbly  befought  his  Majefty  to 
bates.       appoint  fome  CommifTaries   for  examining  that 
and  other  Articles  with  them  ;    whereupon  after 
fome  further  Debates  upon  the  faid  Article,  the 
King  named  three  Members  of  his  Privy  Council  > 
and  it  muft  be   obferved,  that  Chancellor  Bira- 
gues  and  the  Marfhal  of  Retz,  had  been  excepted 
againft  by   the  Deputies ;    and  confequently  by 
the  King's  Favour,  they  were  never  admitted  in 
any  of  their  Conferences.     The  next  Day  the 
Deputies  conferred  with  Morvilliers,  Bifhop  of 
Orleans,  and  the   two  others,   which  the  King 
had  appointed  ;   the  flrft  Article,  and  the  others, 
were  again  debated  with  great  heat.     By  one  of 
the  Articles   they   required,  that   the  Authors, 
Counfellors  and  Abettors  of  Maflacres,  efpecially 
the  Parijian,  mould  be  called  to  an  account,  and 
feverely  and  exemplarily  punifhed  ;  whereat  the 
whole  Court  were  exafperated,   and  that  Article 

being 
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being  infifted  upon,  they   grew  lefs  inclined  to  Henry  III. 
Peace.  m       P'57<£e_ 

While  they  were  upon  thefe  Debates,  arrived  goryXllI. 
at  Paris  the  Embafiadors  of  the  Switz  Can-  •~—v-~t 
tonSy  that  came  to  congratulate  the  King  on  his 
happy  Acceflion  to  the  Crown  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  intreat  his  Majefty  to  pacify  his  King- 
dom, by  all  means.  Queen  Elizabeth  infifted 
likewife  upon  the  fame,  both  by  her  Letters,  and 
by  her  Embafladors  ;  as  did  alfo  the  Duke  of 
Savoy. 

At  laft,  after  a  Fortnight's  time  fpent  in  De-  P«  &"£* 
bates  and  Altercations  between  the  Deputies  and  Concetflons- 
the  King's  Council,  his  Majefty  declared  to  the 
firft,  by  Fixes  Secretary  of  State,  that  he  would 
grant  the  Reformed  eight  Towns  in  Languedec^ 
of  his  own  chufing  ;    fix  in  Guienne,  whereof 
Montauban  and  Rocbelle  would  be  reckon'd  for 
two  ;  and  two  in  Daupbine^  wherein  they  fhould 
enjoy  the  free  Exercife  of  the  Reformed  Religion, 
provided  they  fhould  reftore  unto  him  all  other 
Towns,  whereof  they  were  in  pofleflion,  in  the 
fame  Condition  as  they  were  before  the  War. 
As  to  the  Adminiftration   of  Juftice,   his  Ma- 
jefty let  them  know,  that  he  would  appoint  four 
new    Counfellors   of  the    Reformed   Religion, 
which  fhould  be  joined  with,  fixteen  others  of 
the  Parliament,  to  make  up  together  a  Court 
wherein  their  Law-fuits  fhould  be  finally  decided. 
That  the  fame  Number  of  Counfellors,    part  of 
whom  to  be  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  fhould  be 
appointed  at  Montpelier.     That  they  might  chal- 
lenge four  Counfellors  in  every  Parliament  of  the 
Kingdom,  without  being  obliged  to  give  any 
Reafon  for  it. 

The  Deputies  defired  a  Copy  of  thefe  Concef- 
fions,  but  were  refufed ;  whereupon  they  de- 
clared that  their  Principals  would  not  be  fatisfied 

with 
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HenrylH.  with  Words   only.     Upon    the    Remonftrances 
Pol*7G     tney  made  the  next  Day,  about  the  Articles  of 
goryXIIL  tne   &*&  Declaration,   another  was   drawn  up  ; 
<   —  y-mmJ  whereby  the  King  granted  the  Reformed  to  live 
every  where  in  his  own  Dominions,  without  be- 
ing molefted  for  any  thing  concerning  their  Con- 
fcience,  provided  they  mould  behave  themfelves 
modeftly  and  peaceably,  according  to  the  Edicts. 
That  they  might  have  the  free  Exercife  of  their 
Religion  in  all  Cities  and  Places   held  by  them, 
Montpelier,    Cafires,  Aiguemortes,   and  Beaucaire 
excepted.      That  the  Lords  of  a    Tenure  by 
Knights  Service,  mould  have  the  fame  Liberty 
for  themfelves,  their   Houmold  and  Vaflals,  in 
their  Jurifdictions.     That   the  Gentlemen   who 
had  no  fuch  Tenure,  mould  have   that  Liberty 
only   for  their   own    Family,    provided    their 
Houfes  mould    not   be   fituated  in   Towns  or 
Suburbs,  nor  ten   Leagues  round  about  Paris, 
nor  two  Leagues  from   other  Places  where  the 
Court  mould  refide  (r). 
Tbeyfetout     The  Deputies  being  again  denied   a  Copy  of 
for  their    the  Conceflions,  they  asked  Leave  of  the  King 
Pi-o^in"  to  return  to  tne^r  Principals,  to  impart  to  them 
atdCities.  what  Anfwer   his   Majefty  had   been  pleafed  to 
give,  and  to  receive   new  Inftru&ions  ;    which 
Requeft  was  at   laft  granted,  on  condition  that 
they  mould  return  ;  and  they  fet  out  from  Paris 
on  the  1 6th  of  May,  leaving  at  Court  d'Arennes 
one  of  the  Prince's  Deputys,  to  keep  always  the 
Negotiation  on  foot. 
LX.  The  Deputies  found  th»ir  Principals  as  much 

The  Confe-  refolute,  not  to  abate  a  tittle  of  their  Demands, 
fi^uton"' as  t*ie'r  Majefties  were,  nor  to  grant  any  thing 
their  De-  further  •,  however  the  Prince  of  Conde  fent  back 
mands.  Beauvais  la  Node,  to  join  his  Endeavours  with 
d'Arennesy  being  in  hopes  that  the  King  would 

grant 
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grant  more  than  he  had  promifed  :  He  fent  like-  Henrylll. 
wife  Duchelar  and  Freqiieville,  Prefident  in  the  p ' *7£>"re_ 
Parliament  of  Thouloufe,  to  the  Aflembly  of  the  goryXIII. 
Reformed,  that  was  to  be  held  at  Nimes,  for  ex-  u- -v— ■* 
horting  the  faid  Alfembly  to  confider  whether  a 
folid  Peace  could  not  be  fettled  upon  the  Terms 
propofed  by  the  King  ;  and  if  thefe  Terms  were 
not  thought  acceptable,  to  encourage  them  to  per- 
ievere  in  the  Defence  of  fo  juft  a   Cause,   not 
againft  his  Majefty,  or  the  States  of  France,   but 
againft    the  wicked  Counfellors,  who,  under  a 
pretence  of  Religion,  aimed  only  at  the  Ruin  and 
Destruction  of  the  Kingdom  ;  whofe  wicked  De- 
figns  he  would  oppofe  with  all  hisMight,  and  the 
AfMance  of  feveral  Princes  Well-wifhers  to  all 
true  French-  men. 

At  Rocbelle,  their  Deputies  being  arrived  on     LXI. 
the  25th  of  May,  they   gave  account  the  next  Divijtons 
Day  of  their  Negociations  with  the   Prince    of*'  R°cj'elle 
Condi,    and   then   with  the  Court,   and  exhi- !s%Le8. 
bited  the  Articles,  which  the  King  was  willing 
to  grant.     The   Aflembly  were   divided,    and 
great  Debates  arofe  amongft  them.     Indeed  both 
the  Royalifrs  and  Csnfederates  were  tired  with  the 
"War,  and  longed  for  a  Peace  •,    therefore  many 
there  were  at  Rochelle  that  approved  of  the  King's 
Conceflions,    and  would  not  have  much  infifted 
againft  them  •,  but  others  found  that  Opinion  un- 
reafonable,  inafmuch  as  no  Security  was  given  for 
the  Performance  of  thefe  Articles,  fo  they  refolved 
to     confer    about    that    with    their    Confede- 
rates (j). 

La  None  and  the  Vifcount  of  Rohan,  under- 
standing that  the  Deputies  were  arrived,  and  that 
there  was  great  Divifions  at  Rochelle,  came  very 
feafonably  into  the  T®wn  the  3d  of  June  •,  and 
having  convened  an  Aflembly,    he  applauded 

much 
(s)  Eidem,  ibid. 
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HenryIH- much  the  King's  Good- will  for  a  Peace,  which 

Pope7Gre-evtry   one  was  obliged  to  prefer  before  many 

gory XIII .  things :  But  he  warned  them,  not  to  be  too  hafty 

i^-y— j  in  fuch  Bufinefs  ;  becaufe  all  the  former  Treaties 

having  been  violated,  they   ought  to  take  care 

left  it  mould  not  be  the   fame  with  this :  That 

fince   this  was  an  Affair   of  a   general  Concern 

with   their  Confederates,  they  ought  not  to  do 

any  thing  without  their   Advice   and    Confent, 

Mean  while,  that  they  ought  to  talk  very  fober- 

ly  of  Peace,  left  by  a  fhew  of  too  eager  a  Defire 

for  it,  they  mould  run  imprudently  into  a  necef- 

fary  War,  out  of  which  rhey  would  not  be  able 

to  extricate  themfelves.     So  the  Heats  of  the 

DifTenfions  were  fomething  abated  by  la  Nokc's 

Prudence. 

LXII.         But  the  Rumour  of  thefe  Diffenfions  having 

The  reached  the  Court,   the  Queen- Mother  thought 

Queers     proper  to  improve  this  Opportunity,  to  engage 

forwa-ea-  tne  Rocbellefe  to  break  their  Union   with  other 

jlng  the     Reformed  Churches,  or  at  leaft  with  the  Politi- 

Divifions.  cians  ;    for  that  end,  la  Hunauldaye  was  fent  to 

Rocbelle,  however  he  was  not  admitted  into  the 

City  but  after    a  long   Debate  in  the  Town- 

houfe  whether  he  mould,  or  not.     He  came  to 

the  AfTembly,  convened  for  that  purpofe  at  St. 

Ton  -,    and  having  delivered  his  Credentials,   he 

extolled  the  King's  Good-will  towards  them,  and 

exhorted  them  to  come  to  fome  private  Treaty 

for  themfelves,    inafmuch  as  Religion    was  no 

longer  concerned,    for  which    the   King   had 

made     fo    large    Conceflions  ;    and  that   they 

ought  not  to  expect  any  thing  from  Damville9 

or  the  Politicians,   who  minded  only  their  own 

Intereft.     They  ought   therefore  to  accept  the 

Terms,  tendered  unto  them  by  his  Majefty,  and 

fo  to  engage  rhe  other  Churches  by  their  own 

Example  to  embrace  Peace. 

La 
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La  Hunauldaye  fpoke  fo  plain,  that  it  was  very  Henry  III. 
eafy  for  the  Rocheikfe  to  fee,  that  the  Court's    *  57£ 
Aim  was  to  dilunite  them  from  the  general  Af-  goryXIII. 
fociation.     However,  they  anfwered,  that  they  ^—v—* 
were   very    thankful   to  the  King   for  having  Frujirated 
vouchfafed  to  fend  them  a  Gentleman  fo  much 
deferving  as  he  was  ;    and  that  he  had  laid  him- 
felf  the  greateft  Obligations  upon  them   for  the 
many  repeated  Tokens  he  had  given,   and  ftill 
gave  them,  of  his  Friendfhip  and   Good -will : 
But  they  defired  him  not  to  take  amifs,  if  in  a 
Matter  of  a   general  Concern  with  their  A(fo- 
ciate«,  they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to   do 
nothing    without   their  Advice    and  Confent: 
That  they   will  convince  his  Majefty  by  their 
Behaviour,  that   he  did  not  beftow  his  Favours 
upon  ungrateful  People,  and  wiU  endeavour  by 
all  means,  not  only  to  mew  themfelves  ready  to 
obey  his  juft  Commands,  but  by  their  Councils, 
Exhortations  and  Example,  engage  others  to  do 
the  fame. 

With  this  Anfwer,  la  Hunauldaye  was  difmif- 
fed  ;  and  their  Deputies  fet  out  on  the  15th  of 
June  from  Rochelle  for  Languedoc,  in  order  to 
confer  with  the  Marfhal  Damville.  They  were 
obliged  to  ftay  in  that  Province  longer  than  they 
expected,  the  time  of  their  PafTes  being  expired, 
they  waited  for  another ;  and  du  Cbelar,  the 
Prince's  Deputy  being  dead  ztNimes,  the  8  th  of 
Auguft,  another  was  to  be  put  in  his  ftead,  be- 
fore they  could  proceed.  So  they  waited  for 
Rogers,  the  King's  Valet  de  Chambre,  (who  was 
very  bufy  in  feveral  Meflages  from  the  Marfhal 
to  the  Duke  of  Ufez,  and  des  Gordes,  Governour 
of  Daupbine,  and  from  them  to  him,)  to  treat 
of  a  Truce  for  three  Months,  only  for  Poitou9 
Kaintonge^  la  R ->:belle,  Angoumois}  and  Aulnix ; 
but  the  King  had  altered  his  Mind,  and  would 

not 
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Henry  III.  not  confent  to  any  Truce,  if  it  was  not  general  j 
'575-    and  he  fent  back  Rogers  with  full  Power  to  con- 
gory  XI 1 1,  elude  it  upon  thefe  Terms,  and  even  with  this 
v  ■■V—J  Provifo,    that   the  Towns    of    Beaucaire    and 
Aiguemortes  mould    be  firft  of  all  reftored  unto 
him.     But  whereas  that  Negociation  was  then  of 
no  Effecl:,  and  that  a  Change  happened  at  Court 
which  overturned  the  former  Schemes,    and  for- 
ced the  King  to  come  to  the  Terms  of  the  Con^ 
federates,  I  fhall  not  dwell  any  longer  upon  it  5 
but  after  having  given  a   ihort  Account  of  the 
principal  Events  of  the  War  from  February  to 
the  latter  End  of  September,   I   (hall  relate  that 
great  Revolution  at  Court  as  much  prejudicial  to 
the  King's  Affairs,  as   it  was   favourable  to  the 
Confederates,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent  (/). 
LXIII.        The  War  raged  in  Languedoc,  and  other  Sou- 
Conquefts   thern  Provinces  of  France.     Alez  was  furprifed 
of  thi tCm-  Dy  Damville,  and  thofe  who  had  a  mind  to  refift 
Lamuldoc  were  Put  t0  t^le  Sword  ;  the  reft  retired  into  the 
Sec*       'Citadel,  in  hopes  of  being  relieved  by  the  Duke 
of  Ufez  ;  but  being  not  able  to  perform  what  he 
had  promifed  them,  they  were  forced  to  furren- 
der.     Le  Poufin  in  Vivarais  was  furrendered  to 
the  Confederates,  by  the  Garifon  itfelf,  who  had 
killed  their  Governour  on  fufpicion  ot  his  hav- 
ing detained  their  Pay.     Bets,  another  Place  of 
the   fame   Country,  was   likewife  occupied  by 
them.     Nonnay   was  alfo  recovered  by  them  ; 
but  Rochegude,  having  intirely  routed  the  Ene- 
mies, died  of  his  Wounds. 

In  Provence,  there  was  an  Infurrection  at 
Marfeillcs,  againft  the  Excife-men,  who  were 
Italians,  which  was  like  to  have  very  dangerous 
Confequences  ;  for  by  the  Command  of  the 
Confuls,  the  People  ran  to  the  Cuftom-houfe, 
took  the  Books   of  Accounts,   Regifler-Book, 

other 
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other  Papers,  Weights,  and  Meafures,  and  threw  Henrylll. 
the  whole   into  the  Sea.     Befides  that,  another  _  157J- 
Troop  of  the  Makcontents,  nicknamed  the  "Trim-  goryXIIl. 
med,  appeared,  amongft  whom  many  Reformed  v— v~- ' 
were  found  ;    they  held  feveral   Places  in  that 
Province,   and    were   headed  by   the  Baron  of 
Allemagne,  Oraifon,  EJlablon,  and  other  Gentle- 
men.     That    Infurrection     was    however   fup- 
prefTed   in  a   little  time,  and  by  the  Divisions 
which  reigned  amongft  the  Nobility,  they  loft 
almoft  all  the  Places  formerly  in  their  pofTefiion. 
De  Fins,  acting  in  the  King's  Name,  did  what- 
ever he  pleafed. 

In  Dauphine,  Montbrun  ftormed  feveral  LXIV. 
Towns  and  Caftles.  Francis  de  Bonne,  Lordj^f"  . 
of  Diguieres,  befieged  by  his  Orders  Chatillon,  toriet  in  ~ 
a  fmall  Town  near  Die,  ftrong  by  a  Caftle  kept  Dauphine. 
by  a  numerous  Garifon.  The  Duke  of  Ufez^  having 
disbanded  his  Army,  the  twenty-two  Companies 
of  Switzers  were  fent  for  by  de  Gordes,  Deputy  - 
Governour  of  Dauphine,  to  oppofe  them  with 
his  own  Troops  to  lis  Difguieres  ;  Montbrun 
followed  him,  and  attacked  him  three  feveral 
times  :  the  Night  being  come,  he  was  obliged 
to  defift.  Gordes  having  given  fome  Supply  to 
the  Befieged,  marched  the  next  Day  very  early 
in  order  to  go  to  Die.  Montbrun  and  Its  Di- 
guieres, were  as  diligent  as  he ;  and  tho'  their 
Forces  were  much  inferior,  having  fent  back 
their  two  Cannons  to  Menglon,  neverthelefs  they 
went  by  the  fide  of  him,  along  the  Banks  of  the 
Drome,  feigning  to  have  no  mind  to  attack  him 
as  long  as  they  were  in  the  Plain  :  But  when  they 
came  near  the  Bridge  of  Oreille,  over  which  they 
were  obliged  to  pafs,  they  made  hafte  to  be 
before  them  with  their  Infantry,  and  took  pof- 
feflion  of  a  very  advantageous  Port.  The  Bridge 
being  very  narrow,  the  Switzers  were   obliged 

to 
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Henry  III.  to  break  their  Rank  in  order  to  pafs  :  when  about 
'STJ-    eight  hundred   had  crofted,   Montbrun,  les  Di- 
&xyXlll.gu*eres*  anc*  other  Captains  fell  upon  them,  with 
v— v-~- '  fucn  Fury,  before  they  could  have  time  to  rally, 
that  they  were  cut  all  to  pieces.     A  like  Num- 
ber of  Switzers  having,  with  much  ado,  pafled 
the  Bridge   to  relieve  their  own  Countrymen, 
fhared  almoft  the  fame  Fate  as   the  firft.     Then 
Gordes  advancing  with  his  Launciers,  was  forced 
to  give  way,  and  to  retire  to  Die  ;    having  loft, 
befides   all   his  Switzers   amounting   to    2200, 
1 600  of  whom  were  killed  with  their  Colonel 
Freulick,  and  almoft  all  their  Captains  ;  and  the 
reft  being  difarmed,  were   fent   back   into  their 
own  Country:    befides   that,   I  fay,  he  loft  a 
whole  Company  of  Harquebufiers  on  horfeback. 
This  happened  by  the  Middle  of  June. 
He  is  rout-     Be  Gordes  having  fet  on  foot  a  ntw  Army  of 
ed  and  ta-  about  5000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot ;    Montbrun, 
kenPrifo--  tno>  mucrl  inferior  in  number,  and  againft  the 

71CT  *■ 

Advice  of  les  Diguieres,  and  other  Captains,  re- 
folved  to  attack  them  on  the  9th  of  July  :  At 
firft,  the  Victory  feemed  to  incline  on  his  fide ; 
but  his  Men,  inftead  of  purfuing  their  Advan- 
tage, having  fell  a  plundering,  he  faw  himfelf 
furrounded  with  a  new  Troop  of  Enemies, 
whereby  he  was  put  in  diforder,  and  had  16 
Gentlemen  killed  about  him  :  he  endeavoured  to 
rally  his  Men,  but  as  he  was  leaping  over  a 
Ditch  his  Horfe  harafled,  fell  in  upon  him, 
whereby  one  of  his  Thighs  was  broken.  In  that 
Condition  he  was  forced  to  iurrender  himfelf  to 
Rochefort  and  Ourche,  his  near  Relations,  who 
promifed  him  his  Life  fafe  •,  but  it  was  not  left 
in  their  power  to  be  as  good  as  their  Words  : 
for  he  was  brought  to  Creft,  in  order  to  have 
his  Thigh  dreft.  The  Montbrunians  loft  not  in 
that  Day  above  27  Men,  and  the  Royalifts  loft 
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200  ;  but  the  taking  of  the  Chief,  was  reckoned  Henrylll. 
as  a  great  Victory.  D  *57v 

1  he  joy  for  it  was  immoderate  at  Lourt  ;  goryXin. 
they  had  in  their  power,  in  the  midft  of  his  >. — j>-~j 
Victories,  him  who  had  been  the  firft  in  taking 
upon  him  the  Defence  of  Liberty  opprefied  in  the 
Civil  as  well  as  in  Religion,  and  who  of  late 
had  fenfibly  affronted  the  King,  [he  had  fuffered 
his  Troops  to  plunder  the  King's  Baggage,  when 
he  came  to  Lyons  *,  and  in  his  Anfwer  to  his  Ma- 
jeftfs  Letter  he  had  told him^  Th  at  Arms  and 
Play  made  every  Man  e  qjj  a  l  on  e 
with  another.)  Therefore  Orders  were  im- 
mediately fent  from  Court,  to  take  great  care 
that  he  might  be  cured,  and  kept  very  ftriclly  •, 
and  that  nothing  mould  be  done  concerning  him, 
without  knowing  previously  the  King's  Will. 
And  tho*  the  Prince  of  Cendi9  the  Marfhal 
Damville,  and  all  the  Confederates,  infilled,  that 
he  might  be  treated  as  a  Prifoner  of  War  ;  tho' 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  was  all-powerful  at 
Court,  required  earneftly  that  he  mould  be  ex- 
changed for  BBS  ME,  the  bafe  Murderer  of  Ad- 
miral Coligni,  who  was  then  Prifoner  at  Bcute- 
•ville,  where  he  had  been  arrelled  at  his  coming 
back  from  Spain,  and  was  like  to  fufFer  a  con- 
dign Puniihment  for  his  Crimes  ;  the  King  was 
Jiot  at  all  moved  by  thefe  Intreaties,  but  Orders 
were  fent  to  de  Gordes  to  have  the  Prifoner  tried 
for  High  Treafon  by  the  Parliament  of  tat  Pio- 
vince. 

Therefore  he  was  brought  to  Grenoble,  where  He  h  tried, 
he  was  condemned    to   Death  •,    his    Trial   and  condemnec(* 
Judgment  was  hurried  the  more,  that  they  were)v7^G,V 
afraid  left  he  mould  die  of  his  Fall.     Nevertrre-  noble. 
lefsj  being  brought  half  dead,  in  an  Elbow-chair, 
to  the  Place  of  Execution  •,    he  mewed  forth  a 
Conftancy  of  Mind,  far  above  the  Strength   of 

Will  Part II.  G  his 
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Henrylll.his  Body,  and  tho'  he  had  been  forbidden  to 
p157£*  fpeak  to  the  People,  on  Penalty  of  having  his 
o-orvXIIJ  1"ongue  cut  out  '■>  yet  he  faid,  that  he  fuffered 
not  for  Thieving,  or  for  any  like  Crime,  but  for 
having  born  Arms  for  the  Religion  and  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Kingdom,  againft  the  Difturbers  of 
the  publick  Peace,  and  the  Ufurpers  of  the 
King's  Authority  •,  that  he  was  going  to  Death, 
as  to  the  latter  End  of  all  his  Troubles  and  Mi- 
feries,  and  he  prayed  for  the  King  and  the  King- 
dom's Welfare.  He  fubmitted  his  Head  to  the 
Executioner's  Sword,  with'  the  fame  prefence  of 
Mind  ;  his  hard  Fate  being  bewailed  by  moft 
part  of  the  Spectators,  who  could  not  forbear 
from  Tears. 
His  Cba~  So  died  the  great  Montbrun,  for  having  been 
involved,  fays  Thuanus,  in  a  War,  unjuft  in  itfelf, 
if  you  do  confider  only  its  firft  Origin,  {in  Fran- 
cis IP s  Time)  but  lawful  in  Appearance,  if  you 
confider  fo  many  repeated  Edicls,  {which  had  been 
violated.)  He  was  a  Man  of  a  ftricl  Virtue,  and 
folid  Piety  ,  as  to  himfelf,  bold,  couragious  be- 
yond meafure,  moderate  in  his  Victories,  but  too 
indulgent  to  his  Soldiers  ;  the  Licentioufnefs  and 
Loofenefs  whereof  drew  upon  him  the  Hatred 
of  many  People  in  Dauphine.  They  for  a  time 
endeavoured  to  revenge  his  Death,  by  fundry 
Plunders  and  Devaluations,  which  they  commit- 
ted about  Grenoble. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  the  Generalfhip  of  the 
Troops  of  Dauphine,  by  les  Diguieres,  who  for 
fevcral  Months  declined  to  accept  of  that  Office, 
till  at  laft  the  King  of  Navarre  after  his  Efcape 
from  Court,  obliged  him  to  it.  We  mail  have 
many  Occafions  of  fper.Jdng  of  this  great  and 
extraordinary  Man,  who  lived  to  the  84th  Year 
of  his  Age,  under  the  Reigns*  of  kven  Kings 
of  France  •,  being  bom  in  15435  under  Francis  I. 
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and  died  in  1627,  under  Lewis  XIII.  and  from  Henry  III. 
a  fimple  Archer  in  de  Gordes  Company  of  Ord-     '^T^ 
nance,    having  raifed  himfelf  by  degrees   to  theg0ryxfIF. 
Dignity  of  Conftable  of  France  (v).  < /— «j 

In  the  South-weftern  Countries,  Perigtux, 
Brive  la  Gailliarde,  Uzerche  and  feveral  other 
Places  in  Perigord,  were  taken  by  Surprize,  or 
main  Force,  by  the  Vifcount  ofTurenne.  That 
Lord  was  frill  a  Roman-Catholick,  but  having 
now  confented  to  a  Conference  between  a  Mi- 
nifter  and  a  Jacobine,  he  turned  Reformed. 

There  was  a  great  Infurrection  in  the  Limou- 
fine,  the  Inhabitants  of  Tulles  fetting  an  Ex- 
ample to  others,  in  refusing  to  pay  Taxes  to  any 
of  the  Parties,  they  afTembled  together  to  the 
Number  of  about  five  thoufand  Men,  tolerably 
well  armed  •,  but  having  not  courage  enough  to 
withstand  Cbouppes,  who,  fince  the  Redditioti 
of  Lujignan,  had  been  elecled  to  command  in 
that  Province  •,  they  retreated  with  the  Lofs  of 
about  160  Men,  and  hence-forward  they  were 
more  fubmiffive. 

Before  we  leave  this  Province,  we  muft  bring    LXV. 
upon  the  Stage  the   Lady    of  Miraiimcnt,   *ne9^r£f" 
Heroine  of  that  Age ;  with  whom  very  few,  if /aumo„tt  " 
any  at  all,  of  the  former  Ages  and   of  her  Sex* 
can   be  parallelled.     That  Lady  had  formed  a 
Troop  of  Horfe  of  fixty  Gentlemen,  following 
her   Standard,  and   that  of  Love  at  the   fame 
time  ;  and  tho'  all  of  them  burnt  with  the  fame 
Flame,  none   of  them  could    ever  brag  of  any 
Favour  from  her  out  of  the  Rules  of  Decency. 
She  had  play'd  many   pranks  upon  Mental,  the 
King's  Lieutenant  ot  the  Lczvcr  Awuervm  ;    and 
of  late,   me  had   routed  two  Companies  cf  In- 
G  2  fan  try 

(i>)  What  I  have  faul  here  about  Montbrun':;  Evpjdi- 
tion  and  End,  is  exffadtpd  out  of  Thuan.  fib  60.  and  out 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Coniiab-le  de  les  Diguieres,  1}  Levyis 
Videl.  liv.  I.  ch.  xi. 
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Henry  III.  fantry  of  his  :  Montal  being  exafperated  at  this, 
l57^5-    fets    on    foot    two   thoufand   Men,    and   three 

coryXlII ~nundred  horfe  ;    he  fent  before  fome  Troops   to 
make  Incurflons  as  far  as  a  League  diftant  from 
Miraumont,  knowing  that  our  Amazon    would 
re.adiJy  fall  upon  them,    as  indeed  fhe  did  ;    for 
having  taken   only   fifteen  Horfe  with    her,  fhe 
bid  the  reft  to  be  ready  to  follow  her  Example ; 
then    fhe  went   full  gallop,  the   Enemies    who 
were    forty  in    Number   difcerning   but   fifteen 
Horfes,  becaufe  of  a    Mountain  which   covered 
the  reft,   flood  on  their  Ground  ;,  but  fhe,   ac- 
cording to  her  Cuftom,  fell  upon  them  all  alone 
twenty  paces  before  her  Troop  :    She  was  .well 
known  by  Friends  and  Foes  by  her  Hair  which 
came  out  of  her  Cafque,  and  covered  her  Shoul- 
ders ;  her  Troop  hearing  the  Piftols  fhot,  char- 
ged the  Enemies,  who  were  intirely  routed  :  But 
Montal,  who  defired  no   better  than   to   fee  the 
Lady  in  the  Field,  thinking  to  be  Mafter  of  her 
at  a  cheap  Rate,  furrounded  the  Caftle  of  Mi- 
raumout  with  the  Troops   he  had  brought  with 
him  all  the  Night  long.     Our  Heroine    feeing 
her  own  Caftle  befieged,  came   to  the  Town  of 
*Turenne9  where  fhe  got  four  Companies  of  Har- 
quebufiers  on  horfeback.    With  this  Supply,  and 
in  hopes  of  a  greater,  fhe  attempted  to  introduce 
fifty  Harquebufiers  into  her  Caftle.    Montal  hav- 
ing notice  of  this,  marched  with  about  240  Men 
to  meet  them  between  two  Mountains.     Dalag- 
nac,     who   commanded     the   Supply,   attacked 
boldly  that  Infantry ;  and  Mould  corning  to  their 
Relief,  Lady  Miraumont  fell  upon  him  with  50 
Horfe    only,     and    overthrew   all  his  Cavalry. 
Montal  was   there  mortally  wounded,   and  was 
carried  by  his  Troops  into   a  Place  belonging  to 
him,  half  a  League   off  Miraumont,   where  he 

2  died 
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died  four  Days  after,  without  being  able  to  com-  Henrylll. 
pafs  his  Ends  («).  p  '575- 

After  the  taking   of  Lufignan,   the  Duke  ofgoryxnr. 
Montpenfier  leaving  the  Province  in  order  to  gov— — y«*j 
to  the  King's  Coronation,  {Whereat  he  was  not 
prefent,   becaufe   the  Duke  of  Guife  carried    his 
Point  for   the  Precedency   of  the  fenior  Peers  of 
France  before  the   Princes  of  the   Blood,  whofe 
Peerdom  was  not  of  fo  old  a  Date  •,    which  Deci- 
fion  however  was  reverfed  by  the  States  of  Blois, 
about  two  Tears  after  \ )    fent  the  Reifters   into 
JCaintonge,  under  thft  Command  of  la  Vauguion* 
and  the  Baron  de  Vaillac,  whereby  the  Reformed 
of  that  and  the  adjacent  Countries  were  put  to  a 
great  ftrefs,  becaufe  of  their  continual  Incur/ions, 
and  of  their  frequent  Enterprizes. 

The  Ifle  of  Rbe  was  taken  by  the  Catholicks,   LXVI. 
under  the  Command  of  Landereau\  and  retaken  2' "^  °f 
the  very  fame  Day  by  the  Rochellefe,  under  tb$aaj£fe" 
Command   of  la  Popeliniere.     The  Catholicks  ken  the 
loft,  on  this  occafion  300  Men,  befides  a    great/™**  Day. 
Number  of  Prifoners  of  Dictinction  that  were 
brought  to  Rochelle\   the  Booty  they  took  from 
the  Catholick  Inhabitants  of    Rhe,   and  other 
Foreigners,   was  very  considerable.     Had  Lan- 
dereau  fucceeded  according  to  his  Wifhes,  and 
been  able  to  preferve  his  Conquefr,  he  intended 
to  feize  with  the  fame  Rapidity  upon  Oleron,  Al- 
levertj  Brouage,     and  other  Jflands  upon  that 
Coaft  ;    and  then   to  block  up  Rochelle  with  the 
Ships  he  expected  from  Brittany,  Bourdeaux,  and 
Bayonne.     Several  other  Enterprizes  of  lefs  con- 
fequence  were  made  by  the  two  Parties,    one  a- 
gainft    the   other  •,    fome  of    whom  fucceeded, 
while  others  mifcarried,  for  brevity  fake  I  (hall 
not  mention  them. 

Q  3  *A 
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HenryTII.      fh  the  Month  of  June  a  Letter  directed  to  the 
plPk     Count  of  Lucie,  Deputy-Governor  of  Poitou,  was 
poryXHI  ^oun^  fixed  to  a  Pole  before  his  Houfe  at  Niort  % 
*— -v—j  whereby  the  People  of  Po'Uou  declared,  that  the 
LXVII.  Lodes  they  had  undergone  thefe   13  Years,  had 
j '8  7*  'been    occafioned  by    the    Nobility   and  Gentry  5 
the  Count  taat  ^  Was  vei7   pfefa   by  their  Behaviour,    that 
of  Ludc.     they  aimed   at  the  Ruin   of  the  Tradesmen  and 
Husbandmen  ;    that   none  but  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  had    been   preferred    from    utter   Ruin 
during  the  laft  Civil  Wars,  becaufe  they    made 
always  their  bargain  with  the  (trongeft  Party  for 
their  Moveables    or    Immoveables  ;    that   their 
way   of   Dealing  fhewed  forth,  that   it  was  not 
for  Religion  fake    that   the  War  was   kindled. 
Therefore   being  unwilling  to  bear  any  longer 
any  fuch  Impositions,  they  were   twenty   thou- 
land  Men   Catholicks  and  Reformed,   all   ready 
to  rife  in  Arms,  and  to  fall  upon  thofe  who  fold 
them   in   ib  vile   a  manner.      Underneath  there 
was  written,  N u squ  a m  tuta  F j d e s  ( v). 
LXVIII.      About  the   (lime  time    was  publiihed  at  Poi- 
J  league  //tTj5  and    the   adjacent  Parts,  a    League   very 
\i  r*i  •  " fufpeiftrul to  many,  made  in  ,the  Name    of   the 
Poitou.      Catholick  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Poitou,  againir. 
the  Reformed  and  Politicians.     Several  afcribed 
that  Pamphlet  to  la  Haye>  Lieutenant  of  PoitGii  \ 
hut   whereas  it  was  fubferibed    by  nobody,   no 
great  Notice  was  taken  of  it  (y). 
LXIX.        About  the  latter  end  of  May,   BESME  com- 
Befme  the  jng  back   from  Spain,    where  he    had  been    to 
lateJdm-  marry  one  of  the  late  Queen's  Maids  of  Honour, 
4erer  ar-  to  wnom  King  Fhuip  gave  a  Portion,  or    oooq 
repd.       Crowns,  was  jftopt  by  the  Garifon   of  Boutevilie. 
The  Villain  doubting  not  but  that  he  would  be 
very  feverely   handled,  in  Revenge  of  the  late 
Admiral's  Murder,  offered  a  thoufand  Crowns 

for 
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for  his  Ranfom  ;  and  to  get  Montbrun,  then  Pri-  Henrylll* 
foner  at  Creft  in  Daupbine,-  releafed.  Bertoville,  '575- 
Commandant  of  the  Garifon,  fent  Notice  of  thefe  goryXIII. 
Offers  to  the  Rochellefe  •,  letting  them  know  at 
the  fame  time,  that  if  they  would  pay  down  the 
thoufand  Crowns  to  the  Garrifon,  he  would  de- 
liver Be/me  into  their  hands.  But,  dreading 
the  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Precedent,  and  at  la 
Noue's  Perfuafton,  they  refufed  to  meddle  them- 
felves  in  that  Bufinefs.  At  this  time  the  News 
of  Mont brunts  Execution  had  reached  theWeftern 
Provinces.  The  Priioner,  fenfible  that  he  would 
be  very  feverely  treated,  bribed  one  of  his 
Guards  and  made  his  Efcape  with  him  ;  where- 
with Bertoville  being  foon  acquainted,  he  rode 
after  them,  and  being  come  near  them,  as  Befme 
had  fired  his  Piftol  at  him,  Bertoville  ran  his 
Sword  through  and  through  his  Body,  and  kil- 
led him  upon  the  Spot.  As  to  the  Guard,  who 
was  one  of  the  Commandant's  Servants,  he  was 
brought  back  darrgeroufly  wounded,  and  fent  to 
Goal  i  but  a  little  while  after  he  was  releafed, 
paying  his  Ranfome.  This  is  the  Fact,  as  re- 
lated by  d'Aubigne^  la  Popeliniere,  and  fome  o- 
thers ;  but  Thuanus  pretends  that  Bertoville  had 
received  a  large  Sum  of  Money  of  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  for  the  Prifoner's  Ranfom  ;  but  being  not 
able  to  bear  that  fuch  a  wicked  Man  mould  go 
unpunifhed,  and  daring  not.  to  punifn  him  pub- 
licity, he  devifed  a  middle  way,  and  bribed  a 
Soldier,  who  perfuaded  the  Prifoner  to  make 
his  Efcap?,  offering  to  help  him  and  to  go  alone; 
with  him  :  Accordingly  they  went  together  in 
the  Night,  and  fell  into  Ambufhes,  which  Ber- 
toville had  laid  in  their  way,  where  BESME 
having  received  feveral  Wounds  with  Daggers 
died  on  the  fpot.  But  be  it  laid  with  Reverence 
to  Thuanus,  his  Relation  looks  to  me  unlikely. 
G  4  .     Wha* 
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Hcnrylll.  What  is  more  probable,  is   what   he   fays  about 

pI575-     the  Defign  of  his  Journey  to  Spain,  viz.  that  it 

"oryXIJI. was  rumoured,  that    under   pretence    of  going 

c— v^— J  thither  to  buy  Horfes  by  the  Duke   of   Guife's 

Command,  he   had  been    there   to   renew  vvitli 

King  Philip  the  fecret  Alliance  the  late  Cardinal 

of  horra'.n  had  made  with  him  (z). 

LXX.         The  Rochellefe  Ships  arrived  about  this  time, 

VheEccbsl-  leaded  with  a  very  rich  Prize  they  had  taken  near 

lefe  make   ^z  ^ores  Ifland,  of  a  Ship  belonging  to  the  Por- 

"!"  r'  '     tuniefe-.  wherein  was  found  a  thoufand  Pounds 

i'/iz.i s  at        "     j     * 

Sea.         Weight  of  Gold.     Thefe  were  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal Events  of  the  time   we    are   fpeaking  of; 
and  now  we  muft  come  to    that  Revolution  at 
Court,  we  have  j.uil  mentioned  before. 
LXXI.        The  Duke  of  Alencon,  full  of  a  juft  Indigna- 
The  Duke •  tlon  fpr  ^e  il]  Ufage  he  received  at  Court,  not 
ErJte°" 'S '  onty  fr°m  the  King  his  Brother,  but  even  from 
fromCourt.  his  Favourites  and  Minions,  refolved  at  fome   of 
his  Servants  Inftigation  to  leave  the  Court,  which 
was  then  at  Paris.     For   that  end,  on  the  15th 
or  1 6th  of  September  in  the  Dusk  of  the  Day, 
he  feigned   to   go   and    fee    a  Woman   in     the 
Suburb  St.  Marceau,  with  few  Attendants  ;  and 
being  entered  in  her  Houfe,  while    his  Servants 
.were  in  the  Streets,  he  came  out  by  a  Back-door 
that  went  into  the  Fields,  and  finding  a  Horfe 
ready  for  that  purpofe,  away  he  went  with  fome 
of  his  molt  intimate  that  waited  for  him  ;  a  few 
Miles  ofT,   he  met  with  a  Troop  of  Noblemen 
that  were  willing  to  follow  him  every  where : 
He  did  not  {top  till  he  arrived  at  Drcux,  a  Town 
of  his  own  Apanage. 
Mis  Maui-     The  next  Day  he  published  a  Manifefto,   full 
fcjh.         of  Afiiirances  of  his  Good-will  for  the  Kingdom, 
and  all  the  Orders  of  iL",  efpecially  the  Clergy's 
Welfare.     He  complained  of  the  obftinate  Ma- 
lice 

(s:)  TLuan.  1ib.  60. 
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lice  and  Wickednefs  of  the    King's  corrupted  Henrylll. 
Counfellors,   who    had  fet  up   his  late  Brother  „  *575« 
ICing  Charles  againft  him,  and  fo  many  good  goryXIII. 
Men,  whereby    his   Life  had  been  in    danger, 
and  he  had  been  fince  very  unworthily  treated. 
For  thefe  Caufes  he  had  left  the  Court,  to  advife 
with  feveral  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  Nobility 
that  were  now  come  to  him,  what  was  to  be  done 
towards  the  Reformation  of  the  State  ;  not  that 
he   had    any  Thought  of   lefTening  the  King's 
Authority,  which  he  defired   rather  to  increafe, 
but  to  endeavour   to  reftore   the  Laws  to  their 
ancient  Strength  and  Vigour,   and  the  Kingdom, 
to  its  ancient  Glory  ;    removing  from  the  Helm 
of  Affairs  the   Difturbers  of  the  Publick  Peace, 
and  to  call  them  to  account  for  their  Robberies, 
Plunders,  Murders  and  MafTacres,   unheard  of 
before,  committed  with  an   open  Force  ;    to  fet 
at  liberty  thofe  Lords  and  Prime  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  that   were  unjuftly    detained  Prifoners, 
without  the  leaft  Shadow    of   Reafon,  and   to 
reftore  them  to  their  former  Dignity  and  Ho- 
nours: To  releafe  the  People  of  that  intolerable 
Burthen  of  Taxes,   Imports,  &c.    loaded  upon 
them,    to    gratify  the  unfatiable   Greedinefs  of 
fome  vile  Foreigners  :    To  reftore  and  preferve 
the  ancient  Rights,  Privileges,  Immunities,   and 
Liberties  of  all  Orders  of  the  State,  to  keep  in 
the  Religion  of  our  Ancefrors,  and  preferve  the 
Liberty  granted  to  the  Reformed  by  the  EdicTs, 
publifhed  in  their  Behalf ;   and  finally,  to  fettle  a 
folid  and  lading  Peace  in  the  Kingdom,  to  ob- 
tain which  he  did  not  intend  to  make  ufe  of  aay 
violent  Method,  but  of  the  wholefome  Reme- 
dies ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  and  prefcribed  by  Laws, 
viz.  an  Aflembly   of  the  General  States  of  the 
Realm.     Therefore  he   moft  humbly    befought 
the  King  his  Brother  and  Sovereign  Lord,  to  re- 
ceive 


9  o  Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  III. 
Henry  III.  ceive  favourably  this  his  Petition,  to  take  it  in 
Pole7Gre-£00^  Part>  as  Pr°ceeding  from  a  candid  and  up- 
goryXIII. right  Heart,  who  fought  nothing  elfe  but  the 
j  Glory  of  God,  the  Honour  of  his  Royal  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  King- 
dom (a). 

The  Publick  thought  and  talk'd  varioufly  of 
this  Manifefto,  according  as  they  flood  affected  : 
Several  faid,  that  this  was  done  on  purpofe  to 
amend  the  diforderly  Manners  of  the  Court,  to 
put  the  bad  Counfellors  from  the  King's  Pre- 
sence, and  to  procure  Liberty  and  Quietnefs  to 
every  one  •,  but  the  wifer  fort  of  People  thought 
that  the  Duke  of  Akncon,  naturally  ambitious, 
fought  nothing  ehe  than  to  be  revenged  of  an 
Affront,  put  lately  upon  him  by  du  Guaji,  one  of 
the  King's  Favourites,  attempting  to  afTaffmate 
his  own,  Bufjy  d'Amboife,  for  which  he  could  have 
no  Satisfaction  •,  on  the  contrary,  du  Guaft  gave 
him  every  day  new  Subjects  of  Difcontent,  and 
for  that  purpofe  his  Royal  Highnefs  improving 
the  prefent  Opportunity  of  the  War  already 
kindled  in  the  Kingdom,  was  putting  himfelf  at 
tho  Head  of  the  contrary  Party,  to  the  end 
that  being  fupported  by  fuch  a  powerful  Party 
he  might  obtain  better  Terms  for  himfelf;  and 
then  he  would  forfake,  and  even  betray  the  Par- 
ty, and  leave  them  in  the  lurch.  There  were 
others  who  thought,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
Queen  Mother's  Devices,  who  fuppofed  that  the 
Reformed  Affairs  that  would  profper  under  fuch 
a  flrenuous  Chief  as  the  Prince  of  Conde  was, 
would  fall  into  decay  under  the  Duke  of  At kn  f  on  \ 
and  that  fhe  plight  manage  them  at  her  Plea- 
fure,  by  the  means  of  her  Son.  However,  ma- 
ny qf  the  Reformed,  tired  With  the  prefent  Pof- 
'urc'oi   Affairs,  conceived  great  Mopes  of  this 

Change, 

Idem  lib.  61.    pag.  ics. 
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Change,  not  knowing  yet  the  Genius  and  Tern-  Henrylir. 
per  of  the  faid  Duke  ;  nay,  Thankfgivings  were  p  l^75- 
publickly  rendered    to   God  on  this  account,   at  0.^x11  j. 
Rochelle,   Nimes>  Montauban,    and  feveral  other  «— -v— J 
Places,    as    if    an  Hercules  (Alen9on's  former 
NameJ  was  come  down  from  Heaven  to  conquer 
all  the  French  Monfters,  and  deliver  them  from 
their  prefent  Miferies  (b). 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  Duke 
being  highly  affronted  at  du  Guqft's  Behaviour 
fupported  by  the  King,  and  refenting  the  Injury 
done  to  him  by  keeping  him  Prifoner  fo  long ; 
efpecially  being  irritated  againft  the  Guifes,  whom 
he  confidered  as  Authors  of  all  his  Misfortunes, 
he  refolved,  unknown  to  the  King  and  Queen- 
Mother,  and  even  to  the  King  of  Navarre  him- 
felf,  the  Companion  of  his  Difgraces,  and  only 
with  few  of  his  Servants,  efpecially  BuJJy  d?  Am- 
boife  and  John  de  Simic,  to  run  away,  in  hopes 
that  the  Prince  of  Conde  would  readily  yield 
him  the  Command  of  the  Army,  which  was 
daily  expected  from  Germany ;  by  which  means 
he  would  be  enabled  to  procure  for  himfelf  bet- 
ter Conditions,  and  increafe  his  Authority  and 
Power  in  the  Kingdom  (V). 

The  Court  was  in  an  uproar,  when  the  Duke's  LXXIL 
Efcape  came  to  be  known.     His  Majefty  a  little  GreatCon- 
before  had  received  the  difigreeable  News  homfiernation 

Poland,"' CT< 

'  upon  this, 

(h)  Idem  ibid,  (c)  Thuan.  lib  61.  But  Mezeray  tells 
12s  another  Cauie  of  t^i-e  Duke's  Difcontent;  he  fays,  that 
the  King  being  fallen  iick  Tome  time  before,  he  was  made 
£0  believe  that  he  had  been  poifoned  by  his  Brother  of 
Alencbn  ;  vv>  ereupon  he  flew  into  fuch  a  pafiion  that  he 
fent  for  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  commanded  him  to 
kill  that  wicked  Man ;  but  that  Prince  abhorring  fuch  an 
.Acl,  did  not  execute  it.  That  afterwards,  having  had  no- 
tice that  the  Duke  intended  to  make  his  Efcape,  he  caufed 
him  to  be  arreftfed  clofe  Prifoner  in  his  Chamber;  but  re- 
leafed  him  the  very  next  Day,  at  the  Queen -Mother's  Inter- 
feffion,  &c, 
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Henrylll.  Poland,  of  the  Throne  being  declared  vacant  by 

Pol^Gre-1-^  Dye**  anc*  °f  tne  ntt^e  Regard  which  had 
goryXl FI.  been  paid  to  his  Recommendation  for  a  Suc- 
v — -v— . «-/ceiTor,  having  charged  his  Embaflador  to  endea- 
vour to  have  his  Brother  d'^lenfon  elected  in 
his  ftead  ;  fo  his  Vexation  was  the  more  increafed 
by  his  Brother's  Efcape,  and  he  ordered  the 
Duke  of  Nevcrs  to  run  after  him  with  the 
Troops  he  had  about  him,  which  Order  was  re- 
pealed by  the  Queen-Mother.  Then  he  caufed 
the  Places  adjacent  to  Paris  to  be  fortified,  and 
intruded  the  keeping  of  them  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Court,  efpecially  the  Guifians,  leaving  afide 
the  King  of  Navarre  as  fufpectful,  whereby 
that  Prince*s  generous  Heart  was  wounded  to 
the  quick  ;  and  from  that  time  he  premeditated 
the  ways  and  means  to  make  his  Efcape. 
LXXIII.  Murmurings  and  Partialities  increafed  every 
Divifions  day  at  Rochelle.  About  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
atRochelk.  Member,  fome  Articles  were  propofed  to  the  Ci- 
tizens by  the  Nobility,  tacitly  tending  to  put 
the  whole  Adminiftration  into  the  hands  of  the 
faid  Nobility  •,  and  that  the  City  mould  be  go- 
verned by  their  Authority  and  Council,  whereto 
the  Mayor  and  fome  of  the  Sheriffs  (Efchevins) 
might  be  called  to  be  prefent.  Such  a  Propor- 
tion was  too  odious  in  itfelf,  not  to  be  rejected 
with  fcorn  by  the  Rochelkfc  •,  who  being  above 
all  mod  zealoua  of  their  Liberties  and  Privileges, 
refufed  to  acknowledge  any  other  but  their 
Mayor,  not  only  as  to  the  Police,  but  likewife 
as  to  every  other  thing,  and  they  payed  him  a 
dutiful  Obedience,  having  no  great  Regard  for 
the  Gentry  or  Nobility,  whom  they  admitted 
in  their  Council  only  by  Favour,  and  when  they 
pleafed,  left  by  their  Credit  and  too  great  Power 
they  mould  render  themfelvcs  Mafrers  of  the 
Government.     They  feemed   to  be  .very  averfe 

from 
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from  the  very  Name  of  Governor  ;  'at  leaft,   as  Henry  III. 
to  their  City.     In  a  word,  they  (hewed  openly  p  \^A' 
on  this  occafion,  that  they   had  no  mind  at  allg0ryxm. 
to    fubmit   themfelves  to    the  Nobility  ;'    and  <— v*— ^ 
the  Diflenfions,  Sufpicions,    and    Jealoufies    in- 
creafed  daily,  whereat  la  Noue  was  vexed,  and 
fet  out  from  Rochelle  about  the  ifl  of  October, 
in  order  to  wait  upon  the  Duke  of  Alenfon  ;    St. 
Gelais,   and    feveral   other  Noblemen   did  the 
fame  (d). 

Now  the  Prince  of  Conde,  at  the  perfuaflon  LXXIV. 
of  Cafimir,  had  fent  to  the  Dyet  of  Ratisbon,  to  TbePriaeg 
defire  leave  for  making  Levies  in  Germany,  and  ^,-J^ 
had  obtained  it :  (that  ftep  however  was  mine-  the  Dyct  of 
cefTary,  fince  by  the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  every  Ratisbon. 
Prince  or  Lord  is  at  liberty  to  lend  his  Forces  to 
whomfoever  he  pleafes,  as  long  as  they  are   not 
to  ferve  againft  the  Emperor,  or  the  Empire.) 
Therefore  having  agreed  with   the  Prince  Elec- 
toral, upon  very  hard  terms,  the  Levies  went  on 
very  briskly  in  Germany,  every   one  ftriving  to 
be  inlifted,  in  certain  hopes   that  the  Court   of 
France   being  now  divided  by  the  Abfence   of 
Alenfon,  their   Stipends  would    be    paid   more 
readily  (e). 

The  Duke  being  come  into  Poitou  fent  for  the 
Count  of  Ventadcur,  a  Lord  of  a  very  great  Eftate 
and  Intereft  in  the  Limofine  Country,  who  brought 
to  the  Duke  300  Horfe  and  1200  Foot,  and  the 
Vifcount  of  'Turenne,  and  feveral  others  ;  they 
came  attended  with  a  numerous  Retinue  of  their 
own  Vaflals,  all  well  intention'd  and  ready,  as 
they  faid,  to  fpend  their  Fortunes,  and  to  fpill 
the  laft  Drop  of  their  Blood  for  procuring  a 
folid  and  lafting  Peace  to  the  Kingdom. 

Th3 

{d)  Popel.  liv.  40.  fol.  341. 
\e)  Thuan.  ibid. 
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Henrylll.  The  Duke  of  Alencon  himfelf  feigned  for  a 
_>,57X;  while  to  countenance  the  Reformed  Caufe,  and 
coryXIII. wrote  frequently  moft  tender  and  affectionate 
L— v- — '  betters  to  Rochelle  and  Montauban  ;  but  being 
LXXV.^  deceitful  and  cunning,  left  this  ftep  mould  be 
U*  .''^prejudicial  to  him  in  other  refpe&s,  he  fent  Hen- 
**  nequin  de  la  Faye  his  Secretary,    to  the  Pope,  to 

apologize  for  his  Union  with  the  Reformed  and 
Politicians  j  that  Marfhal  Damville  had  been  for- 
ced to  form  fuch  an  Union  much  a^ainft  his 
Will  and  Inclination,  being  not  able  otherwife 
to  fupport  himfelf  againft  the  Difturbers  of  the 
publick  Peace  ;  that  it  was  not  in  the  leaft  for 
advancing  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  but  for  reftoring 
by  their  means  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  in  the 
Kingdom,  either  in  Church  or  State,  which  were 
quite  overturned  by  the  wicked  Devices  of  the' 
King's  corrupted  Counfellors. 

The  Pope  anfwered  very  kindly,  and  defired 
his  Royal  Highnefs  to  be  always  careful  to  pro- 
mote the  Honour  of  the  Church  and  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  State  •,    and   exhorted   him    not  to 
carry  things  fo  far,  that   he  mould   be  thought 
to  poftpone  the  Glory  of  his  Anceftors,  and  the 
Honour  of  the  ancient  Religion  to  the  Gratifica- 
tion  of  his  Paffions,  and  to   his  private  Inte- 
reft  (/). 
LXXVI.      Mean  while  the  Queen-Mother,  who  was  not 
Ike  Queen-  rifling  to  have  a  folid  and  lafting  Peace  fettled  in 
ot  **1     the  Kingdom,   and   neverthelefs  was  afraid  left 
the  Duke.  "ie  fhould  become  contemptible  to  her  two  Sons, 
if  fhe  fuffered  them  to  be  any  longer  quarrelling 
together,  advifed  the  King  to  fend   fome  Depu- 
ties to  the   Duke   his  Brother  ;    and    then  fhe 
took  upon  herfelf,  to    bring  Matters  to  an  A- 
greement  between  them.     And  whereas  me  knew 
that  the  Duke   of  Montmorancy,   and  the  Mar- 
fhal 

{/)  Idem  ibid. 
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fhal  of  Cojfe,  were  ftridly  united  with  the  Duke  Henrylll. 
her  Son,  and  had  a  great  Influence  over  him,  it  ,>\57£>' 
was  thought  proper  before  all  to  fet  them  at  li-  goryXIN. 

Montmorancy  had  been  a  few  Weeks  before 
in  great  danger  of  his  Life  ;  for  the  News  be- 
ing come  to  Court,  that  Damville  his  Brother 
was  dead  with  Poifon,  the  King  gave  orders  to 
Souvre,  to  ftrangle  him  in  Prifon,  and  promifed 
him  the  Captainihip  of  Vincennes,  as  a  Reward  ; 
but  Souvre  delayed  fo  long,  that  the  News  came 
to  Court  that  Damville  by  the  Strength  of  his 
Conftitution  had  retifted  the  Violence  of  the 
Poifon,  and  was  recovering  apace,  whereby 
the  Plot  aeainft  the  Duke  Prifoner  was  defeated. 
As  to  the  Marfhal  of  Cojfe,  he  had  been  re- 
leafed  from  the  'Bajliile  fome  time  before,  on  ac- 
count of  his  Sicknefs  ;  and  had  his  own  Houfe 
for  a  Prifon.  Thefe  two  Lords,  efpeciaily  the 
Duke  of  Montmorancy,  were  fo  generous  as  to 
put  afide  their  Refentment  for  the  fake  of  the 
Publick  ;  they  went  with  the  Queen-Mother  into 
'Touraine,  for  negotiating  a  Peace  with  the  Duke 
of  Aknfon. 

The  News  of  the  faid  Duke's  Efcape  having  LXXVII. 
reached  Germany,  Tbore,  Brother   to  the  Duke M?rS<u/itb 
of  Montmorancy,  advifed  the  Prince  of  Conde  to^ome  p  ~ 
yield   the  Generalfhip  of  the   Confederate  For-  ces  routed. 
ces   to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and   to   fend   fome 
Troops    to  his  Affiftance,   till   he  could  march 
with   all   the  Auxiliaries  he  had  raifed    in  Ger- 
many •,  whereto  the  Prince  confenting,  Tbore  put 
himfelf  at  the  Head  of  two  thoufand  Horfe  and 
five  hundred  Foot,  and  an  hundred  French  Cui- 
rafiiers,  and  having   croffed  the  Rhine,  he  arri- 
ved on  the  Frontiers  of  Lorrain  •,    then   he  en- 
tered Champaign  by  Langres,  and    refolving  to 
.crofs   the  Loire  at  la  Cbarile,  he  came  to  At- 

iigny, 
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HentyUl.tigny,  where  he  was  forced  to  ftay  for  feveral 
* 5 g"  'm Days  to   appeafe   the    German's   Mutiny,    who 
goryXIII. having  not  received  their  Stipends,  refufed  to  go 
u  -v—mj  any  further  •,    then    having  crofled    the  Marne^ 
he  found  himfelf  furrounded   on  all  fides  by  the 
King's  Troops,  fo  it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to 
avoid  the  Battle.     The  King  had  publifhed  an 
Edict  on   the   ift  of  October,  commanding   all 
his  Forces  to   be  ready  upon   fuch  a  Day,  and 
forbidding,  upon   very  fevere  Penalties,  all  his 
Subjects   of  what  Quality    foever,    to  give  any 
Help    or   Amftance   to   his    Brother  Alenfon ; 
therefore  at    the  firft    News   of   the  Germans 
March,  nie  Duke  of  Guife  had  been  fent  into 
Champaign,  whereof  he  was  Governor,   with    a 
thoufand  Cuiramers  to  oppofe  their  PafTage ;    he 
was  joined  by  ten  thoufand  Foot  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Strozzi :  with  thefe  Forces  he  fell  upon 
¥hore,  and  routed  him  near  Chateau-Thierry.  He 
was  wounded  with  an  Harquebufs  Shot   in  the 
left  Cheek,  the   Gam  whereof  remained  upon 
his  Face  for  ever  •,  and  on  that   account  he  was 
furnamed   the   Gashed.      Thore    efcaped    by 
Flight,  and  joined  the    Duke  of  Alenfon   with 
very  few  of  his  Troops. 
LXXVIII     The  whole  Month  of  October   was   fpent  in 
A  "Truce     Negociations  for  Peace  or  for  a  Truce  :  At  laft, 
concluded,  the  Duke  of  Alengon  being   prevailed    upon  by 
the  Duke  of  Monimorancy,  confented  to  a  Truce 
for  fix  Months,  beginning  on  the  22d  of  Novem- 
ber, which  was  concluded  at  Champigny.     It  was 
ftipulaced  by  the  Articles,  that  the  King  mould 
give  five  hundred  thoufand  Livres  a!  Month  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Reifters  raifed  by  the  Prince 
of  Conde,  provided   they  mould  not  crofs  the 
Rhine.     He  was  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  the 
Confederates  fix  cautionary  Towns,  wfc.  Angou- 
tfrne,  Niorl,  Saumur,  Bourges,  la  Cbarite,  and 

Mezieres, 
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Mezieres,  which  laft  was  efpecially  for  the  Prince  Henrylll. 
of  Conde,  provided  that  the  Duke  of  Altnfon  j»A|7Qre. 
^and  the  Chiefs  of  his  Party,  fhould  fwear  to  re-goryxnr. 
ftore  them  to  the  King  when  the  Truce  fhould 
be  at  an  end,  either  Peace  or  War,  in  the  fame 
Condition  as  they  were  then.  His  Majefty  was 
to  keep  in  his  Pay  two  thoufand  Foot,  for  the 
Garrifon  of  thofe  Towns,  fuch  as  the  Duke  his 
Brother  fhould  think  proper  to  chufe.  The  faid 
Duke  was  to  have  an  hundred  Gentlemen,  his 
Company  of  Gendarmes,  fifty  Switzers,  and  an 
hundred  Harquebufiers,  for  his  own  Guard,  all 
upon  the  King's  Pay.  His  Majefty  was  obliged 
to  difband  all  his  Foreign  Troops,  the  Switzirs 
and  the  Scotch  Guards  only  excepted  •,  and  as  foon 
as  the  abovefaid  cautionary  Towns  fhould  have 
been  delivered,  the  two  Parties  were  to  break 
their  Armies.  LafHy,  whereas  the  Negociations 
for  Peace  thatw«re  on  foot  before,  had  been  in- 
terrupted by  this  new  Event ;  it  was  agreed  that 
in  January  next,  the  Djke,  the  Prince,  and  their 
Affbciates,  fhould  fend  their  Deputies  for  renew- 
ing the  Conferences  (g). 

That  Truce,  tho*  figned  the  2  2d  of  November, 
was  not  publifhed  till  a  Month  after  ;  becaufe  of 
the  mutual  Miftrufr,  and  Jealoufies,  between  the 
two  contracting  Parties:  For  the  King,  even 
while  his  Mother  was  treating  with  his  Bro- 
ther, had  been  perfuaded  to  raife  fix  thoufand 
Switzers  •,  and  having  fent  for  the  Count  of 
Mansfeld,  Gafpard  de  Schomberg,  and  Chrifvophk 
de  Baffbmpierre,  he  had  charged  them  to  make 
new  Levies  in  Germany.  Beiides  that,  de  Ruffcc, 
Governor  of  Angouleme,  refufed  flatly  to  deliver 
the  Place  to  the  Duke  of  Alert  (on,  as  it  had  been 
ftipulated ;  the  Governor  of  Bonrges  did  the 
fame 5   fo  that  fome  time  longer  was  required  to 

V.  III.  Part  II.         H    '  b:inS 

(g)  La  Popelinicre  lib.  40.     Thuan  lib  61. 
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Henrylll.  bring  matters   to   an  Agreement :    At  laft,  the 
*  5 75 -     Duke   was  prevailed   upon  to     accept   Cognac^ 
goryXIIL  anc*  St.  Jcbn  of  Angely,  inftead  of  the  two  former, 
L— y-*-j  and   he    caufed   the    Truce   to  be   published   at 
Ruffec,    on  the    23d  of  December  •,    then  the 
Queen- Mother  fet   out  for   Paris,   leaving  the 
Dukes   of  Montpenjier    and  Montmorancy  with 
the  Duke  her  Son,  to   difpofe  him    to   hearken 
to  fome  reafonable  Terms  for  a  General  Pacifi- 
cation (b). 

Neverthclefs  there  was  nothing  yet  that  feemed 
to  tend  to  it,  the  King  continued  to  raife  Men 
and  Money;  but  the  City  of  Paris  far  from 
granting  the  Sums  which  he  required  of  them, 
fent  their  Remonftrances  to  him,  which  favoured 
much  like  a  Cenfure,  and  betrayed  openly  how 
little  regard  they  had  for  his  Government.  The 
Duke  of  NeverSj  and  the  Marquis  of  Pienne, 
having  fold  part  of  their  Eftate  in  Flanders  ^ 
fupplied  the  King's  Wants  as  far  as  they  could, 
and  fome  of  the  Citizens  paid  fome  Taxes  ;  not 
fo  much  out  of  Good- will,  as  out  of  Fear,  hay- 
ing been  threatned  with  Reifiers  that  mould  be 
quartered  upon  them  (j). 
1576.  The  Duke  fent  feveral  MefTages  to  Rochclle, 
I.XXIX  m  the  Months   of  December  and  January  -,    he 

atte^ti*!   nac*  a   m*nc*   to   ma^e  f°me  Alterations   in  the 

alter  the  Civil  and  the  Military  Government,  whereto  the 

Govern-     Rochelkfe    did    not   think    proper    to   comply ; 

mentatRo-  ^hich  occafioned  great  Debates  and  Altercations 

"c'  between  them  and  the  Duke's  Deputies.     On  the 

other  fide  the  Prince  of  C on de  ma.de  repeated  In- 

ftances  to  have  Money  for  the  Payment  of  his 

Army,  which  amounted  to  eight  hundred  thou- 

fand    Livres  a  Month,    whereof  the  King  had 

promifed  to  pay   five  hundred   thoufand  during 

the  Truce,  which  however  was  not  executed. 

Meflengcrs 

'J)  Idem  ibid,     (j)  Mczeray,    3  Parte,  Tom.  5. 
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Meflengers     arrived    every- where    with    the  Hieriryrll. 
News  that  the  Duke  of ' Alencon  had  been  poifon-  n  I57J?' 

\  •       t\    •  •  -     T-»i        *  1  r    m      xt  i         "°Pe  Cj  re- 

ed 111  Foitou,  with  I  hore  and  two  or  the  Valets  eoryXJlr. 

de  Chambre  ;  and  that  the  Poifon  had  been  found  t— ~^— «j 

in  the  Bottom  of  a  Bottle  ;  that  however  by  feme  He  tre~ 

fpecial  Antidotes  they  had  been  preferved     The'f/"^^- 

tC    «  1    •         1     !  r  7       t>.  r      •  i  i  tot  to  pin 

Duke  complained  thereof  to  the  King,  faying  thaty&g  &«,. 
fuch  a  thing  had  been  contrived  at  Court,  and  re- 
quiring Satisfaction  for  it :  He  fent  lilcewife  no- 
tice of  it  to  the  Prince  of  Cofide,  and  Cajimir, 
and  to  the  Marfhal  Damville,  to  Rochelle  and 
other  Confederate  Towns,  defiring  them  to  give 
publickly  Thanks  to  God  for  his  wonderful  Pre- 
servation. But  many  People  took  this  cnly 
for  a  Device,  in  order  to  blot  out  the  Sufpicion 
that  he  acted  in  concert  with  the  King  his  Bro- 
ther, and  to  render  his  Union  with  the  Confe- 
derates ftricrer  for  the  future  (/). 

On  the  9th  of  January,  he  wrote  to  the  Par-  He  writes 
liament  of  Paris,  whereby   he  certified  his  Fide- i0  ^Par- 
iky  and  Submiffion  to    the  King,  his  Affection  f^  of 
and  Zeal  for  the  Kingdom's  Welfare,   and   de- 
clared that  it  was  much   againfl  his  Will  that  he 
had  called  in  the  Foreigners    to    his  Afliftance  ; 
but  he  had  been  forced  to  it  by  the  Wickednefs 
of  his  Enemies,  who   were   always  letting    the 
King  his  Brother  againfl  him,  and  were  intirely 
averfe  from  Peace  and  the  Kingdom's  Welfare, 
He  defired  the  laid  Parliament  to  make  Remon- 
strances to  the  King  upon  that  Subject. 

The  Negociatioiis  of  Peace  were  flill  on  foot  :  LXXTX. 
the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Cafimir  flayed  in  Lcrrain  lheji  rmfe 
for  the  whole  Month  of  January  upon  that  ac-  \viff^e 
count;  but  at   lafl  being  tired  with  the  Court's  German 
Inconftancy,   who    propofed   one   thing    to-day  -Army  en- 
and  altered  her  Mind   to-morrow,  they  entered  te'~5  *'? 
the  Kingdom  and  put   under  Contribution   ie- 
FI  2  ve$l 

(:•  Jhuan.  lib  61. 
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Henrylll.  veral   Cities   and  Towns  in  BaJ/igny,  Burgundy, 
T  57"-    Auvergne,  &c.  whereby  they  pafled,  by  which 
coiyXIir. mc;ans  tneY  received  above  fix  hundred  thoufand 
c-— v— «j  Livres.     The  Duke   of  Mayenne,   who   com- 
manded the  Royal  Army,   durft  not  venture  to 
come  nigher  the  Prince's  than  two  Days  March. 
When  the  Queen   perceived  that  the  Prince 
intended  to  march  directly  to  Paris,    me  recal- 
led the  Army   and  quartered  it   in   the  adjacent 
Towns  and  Villages ;    but   far  from  eafing  the 
Parifians  of  their  Fears,   fhe  provoked  by  thefe 
means  their  Complaints   and    Murmurs :    they 
cried  aloud  that  the  King's  own  Brother   ought 
not  to  be  treated  after  fuch  manner,  that  it  was 
a  very  cruel  thing  to  expel  the  Child  out  of  the 
Father's  Houfe.     To  thefe  Clamours  were  ad- 
ded the  Duke  of  Montpenfier's  Refufal    of  the 
Command  of  the  Royal  Army,  the  little  Eager- 
nefs  which  the  Lords  of  the  Court  fhewed    for 
ferving  the   King  upon  this  Occafion  -,    but  the 
worft  of  all  was,  the  King  of  Navarre's  Efcape 
about  the  9th  or  10th  of  February. 
LXXX        That  Prince  was  very  ill  ufed  at  Court,  where 
*Ihe  King  every   day   fome   new   Affront    was  put  upon 
■  of  Na-      him  ;    he  was  lulled  with  the   Promife  of  the 
cuarre  Ef-  General  Lieutenancy  of  the  Kingdom,  but  that 
ctlJ""         was  only  one  of  the  Queen's   Devices,    to  keep 
him  from  thinking  of  any  thing  that  could  bet- 
ter his  Condition.     Madam  de  Sauve's  Charms 
were  another    means    whereof  Catherine    made 
ufe,  for  difcovering  all  the  Secrets  of  her  Son-in- 
Law  :  That  Lady,  tho'  married  with  one  of  the 
Secretarys   of  State,  was  not  afhamed  to   ferve 
for  a  Tool  to  the  Queen-Mother,  even   by   the 
Lofs  of  her  own  Honour,  for   creating  Jealou- 
fies  between  the  Duke  of  Men  $  on  and  the  King  of 
Naz'arre,who  were  Rivals  and  for  diving  into  their 
moif  fecret  Thoughts,  which  me  imparted  imme- 
diately 
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diately  to  that  Princefs  ;  and  the  faid  King  was  HenryllL 
fo  far  inchanted  with  that  Woman,  that  he  was  be-  p  *57§"  _ 
come  a  downright  Slave,  and  fpared  not  'his  own  g0ryXlJI. 
Safety  nor  his  Friends  or  Servants  for  obtaining  » 
the  Enjoyment  of  her.  That  curfed  Inclination 
of  his  occasioned  all  his  Misfortunes  and  Difgra- 
ces  during  the  whole  Courfes  of  his  Life,  fince 
his  Marriage  with  Margaret  of  Valois,  as  we 
mail  fee  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Hiftory. 
However  it  was  through  the  means  of  La  de 
Sauve,  that  the  Queen-Mother  had  been  ac- 
quainted about  two  or  three  Months  before  with 
that  Prince's  Defign  of  making  his  Efcape ; 
whereupon  he  had  been  ordered  Prifoner  in  his 
own  Apartment,  and  all  his  Servants,  two  ex- 
cepted, had  been  removed,  and  others  trufty  to 
the  Queen-Mother  put  in  their  {lead  ;  and  at 
this  time,  tho'  he  had  full  liberty  of  going  a- 
broad,  and  even  of  taking  the  Diversion  of 
Hunting,  he  was  conftantly  attended  by  two  Of- 
ficers of  the  King's  Guards.  Now  having  re- 
folded to  make  his  Efcape,  upon  the  Remon- 
ftrances  and  ftrong  Solicitations  of  the  two  faith- 
ful Servants  above-mentioned,  Armagnac  and 
d1  Aubigne,  who  mamed  him  for  the  voluptuous. 
Life  he  led  j  he  diflembled  the  bed  he  could, 
and  under  pretence  of  a  Hunting-match,  hav- 
ing obtained  leave  to  go  fo  far  as  Senlis,  there. 
he  found  Horfes  ready,  and  came  to  la  Fere  in 
Vermandois,  which  was  a  Place  of  his  own  Ap- 
panage •,  then  turning  back,  that  he  might  the 
better  deceive  thofe  who  mould  purfue  him,  he 
arrived  at  Vendome.  He  had  already  difpatched 
one  of  his  Servants  to  Court  to  excufe  his 
Flight,  and  to  allure  the  King  and  the  Queen- 
Mother,  that  he  nor  his  Party  would  undertake 
nothing  againft  the  Royal  Authority,  or  the- 
Publick  Peace.  (UAubignc  fays,  Thai  the  King 
H  3  tf 
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HenryIII.0^  Nava  rre  having  had  notice  in  the  Suburb 
*57?/     of  Sen  lis,   that  Fervaques  had  declared  his 

gorvXIIF.  Dtfign  t0  $g    King,    he  chofe    to  fend  his  two 
1  Guards  one  after  another  to  Court  for  retarding 
the  Purfuers,   injlead  of  fuffering  them  to  be  kil- 
led upon  the  fpot,    as  he  was  offered.)     From 
thence  he  proceeded  by  long  Journeys  into  Gui- 
enne,  whereof  he  was  Governor  •,    he  was  met  at 
Vendome  by  two  hundred  Gentlemen,  who  at- 
tended him  in  his  Journey.     D'Aubigne,  and  be- 
fore him  an  Author  of  Memoirs,  obferve,  that 
paffing  through  Alencon  before  he  came  to  Ven- 
dome, his  own  Phyfician  (Caillard   by   Name) 
defired  his  Majefty  to  ftand  God-father    for  his 
Child,  which  the  King  graciously  granted  ;    and 
without  any  other  Ceremony  was  admitted  into 
the   Reformed  Church.     The  fame  D'Aubigne 
adds  further,  that    being   at   Church,    the   2iit 
Pfalm,  beginning  with  thefe  Words   (The  Kingy 
O  Lord,  with  Songs  of  Pra/fe,)  was    fung  ;    and 
having   defired    to  know  whether  it  was  done 
on  purpofe,  and   on    his  own  account,     he  was 
r.niwered  No,  and  that  it  was  a  Pfalm  appointed 
for  the  Service  of  the  Day,  he  took  that  as  a  good 
Omen.  But  we  fhall  fee  in  its  proper  Place  that  this 
Admittance  into   a  Reformed   Church  was  only 
a  Compliment  paid  unto  him  at    that   time,  for 
he  was  obliged  afterwards  to  make  apublick  Re- 
cantation  of    the  Errors    of    the    Church     of 
Rome  (k). 

The  whole  Court  was  alarmed  at  that  Prince's 
Efcape,  only  the  King  and  the  Queen-Mother 
were  not  ve;y  forry  for  it ;  becaufe  they  were  in 
hopes  that  the.  Confederates  having  fo  many 
Chiefs,  it    would   not  be  long   before   Jealoufy 

would 

(k)  Thi:an.  lib.  Gz.  png.  156,  i;y.  D'Aubigne, Tom.  2. 
liv  ?..  eh.  10,  21.  iVltjncir.  po...r  Scrvir  a  PHiit.  de  France, 
Tom.  1.   pag.  63. 
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would  fhew  forth  its  effecls  amongft  them,  and  Henrylll. 
break  their  Union  by  the  little  Agreement  that  p/J'q  _ 
would  be  between  them  ;  which  indeed  happen-  g0rvxill. 
ed,  as  they  had  forefeen.  ' — v— — * 

About  this   time  thofe  of  Vivarais,    without  LXXXJ. 
any   Diftinction  of   Religion,   made   a    League  in  y"^ 
between  themfelves  for  their  common  Defence  •,  rau, 
whereby  they  engaged  to  repel  by  Force  of  Arms 
all  Difturbers  of  the  publick  Tranquillity,  if  they 
could  not   be  repreffed   by   fome   other  means. 
The   Miferies  whereto   their   Country   was  ex- 
pofed,  forced  them  to  take  fuch  a  ftep:   Nothing 
was  to  be  {qqu  every  where  but  Deftruction  and 
Ravages  of  the  Soldiery  (7). 

The  Prince's  Army  having   croffed  the  Pro-  LXXXrr. 
vince  of  Bourbonnois,  joined  with   the  Duke  of 'The Prince 
Alenfon's  near  Moulins  on  the  nth  of  March  ;/-^JJ>iJf 
and  they  pafled  in  Review  in  the  Plain  of  Souze,  j)ufe  If 
where  the  Prince,  after  a  fine  Speech,  delivered  4knqon's. 
up  to  the  Duke  the  Command  of  the  Army.    It 
was  above  thirty  thoufand  Men  ftrong,   Horfe 
and  Foot,  and  of  the  beft  Troops  that  ever  had 
been  {hen  ;  and  neverthelefs  with  fuch  Forces  no- 
thing of  moment  was  undertaken.     The  Queen- 
Mother's  Devices,  the  whimfical  Defigns,  and 
the  Ficklenefs  of  Aknfon,   the  frequent  Mutinies 
of  the  Germans  ftayed  them  almoft  every  Day  ; 
befides  that,  the  Jealoufies  of  the  Chiefs  created 
great  Divisions   amongft   themfelves.     Moil:  cf 
the  Reformed,   efpecially  the  rigid,    mittrufted 
the  Duke  of  Alenfon's   Council,   which   for   the 
moft  part  was  compofed  of  felfiih  and  perfidious 
Men,  fuch  as  Bujjy.     The  faid   Duke  was  jea- 
lous againft  the  King  of  Navarre,  whom  he  con- 
sidered as  a  dreadful  Competitor  -,    and  as  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde,    who  had  been   at   the  trouble 
of  raifing  fuch  a  fine  Army  in  Germany,  and   to 
H  4  bring 

(/}  Thuan.  ibid.     Pinoth.  lib.  5.-  pag.  441, 
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HenrylH.  bring  it  over  thro'  fo  many  Dangers,  it  was  indeed 
pI57§"  natural  that  he  mould  not  be  well-pleafed  to  fee 
e1oryXin"anotner  reaping  the  Fruit  of  all  his  Labours  ; 
tho*  it  is  certain,  that  never  Prince  had  been 
more  ready  to  faerifice  his  own  'Concerns  for 
the  Publick  Good.  As  to  the  Marmal  Dam- 
•ville,  he  was  afraid  left  his  Authority  fhould  be 
quite  overwhelmed  with  that  of  fo  many  Prin- 
ces ;  and  more  than  that,  left  he  fhould  be  forced 
to  diibblige  his  own  Lady,  by  laying  out  the 
vaft  Sums  of  Money  which  he  had  received  in 
Languedoc  for  the  publick  Ufe,  but  which  (he 
kept  clofe  in  her  own  Coffers. 

Had  all  thefe  Chiefs  been  ftrictly  united  to^ 
gether,  they  would  have  obtained  whatever  they 
could  wifh  for.  The  Duke  of  Alen$on  would 
have  had  good  part  of  the  Kingdom  for  his 
Share  ;  the  Princes,  fuch  Governments  and  Pen- 
funs,  as  they  would  have  asked  for  •,  and  the 
Reformed  fuch  terms  for  the  free  and  publick; 
Exercife  of  their  Religion,  and  fuch  Securities  as 
they  could  defire,  and  a  folid  Peace. 

And,  in  truth,  the  King  was  not  at  all  in  a 
condition  to  refift,  or  to  refufe  any  thing  ;  his 
Troops  were  but  in  a  fmall  Number,  befides  his 
own  Guards,  and  in  very  bad  condition,  being  very 
ill  paid.  Llis  Exchequer  was  quite  exhaufted, 
and  his  way  of  living  gave  a  general  Difguft 
of  his  Perfon,  as  well  as  of  his  Government,  to 
all  his  Subjects  of  what  Rank  foever.  And  in- 
deed, who  fhould  believe,  that  at  this  very  time 
we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  he  fpent  his  time  no 
better  than  in  running  from  Church  to  Church 
in  a  ridiculous  Drefs,  or  through  the  Streets  of 
Paris  with  the  Queen  his  Confort,  taking  all 
the  Spaniels  and  other  little  Dogs  they  could 
find,  orcaufing  the  Latin  Grammar  to  be  read 
before  him,  and  learning  his  Declenfions  ;  where- 
upon. 
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upon  Pafquier  himfelf  wrote    the  fix  following  HenryllL 
Lines  :  p  \V*' 

rope  Gre- 
goryXIIL 

Gallia  dum  paffim  chili  bus  occiibat  armis,  v~— v-~j 

Et  cinere  obruitur  femifepulta  fuo. 
Grammaticam  exercef  media  Rex  nojler  in  aula, 

Dicere  jamque  pot  eft,  vir  generofus,  amo 
Jpeclinare  cupit,  vere  declinat  iff  tile 

Bis  Rex  qui  fuerat,ftt  modo  Grammaticus  (m)t 

The  following,  are  by  another  Hand. 

J)fcere  te  Lingua  fama  eft  element  a  Latins, 

Atque  amo  per  quinos  jam  variare  modos. 
Quidfacis,  O  Bafileu  *,  nimium  fas  iftud  a  m  a  re,  *A  Greek 

Plus  fads,  ifta  tibi  mollia  verba  placent.  word  for 
Quin  potius,  ft  te  externa  capit  amula  laudis  l71g' 

Gloria,  -per  Gracos  fortior  ibis  opes. 

Illic  invenies generofum,  iff  nobile  TuPTEiN"f,  \A Greek 

Hoftibus  borrendum,  convenienfque  tibi.  word  for 
Non  alio,  poteris  pacem  tibi  quarere  verbo. 

Cum  dices  Tuptoj,  dicet  iff  hoftis,  amo.  %  A  Greek 

word  for  I 

Grammatics  ftudet  Henricus,  declinat  iff  Hie,        &ea^ 
Ext  era  regna  habuit,  vix  fua  regna  tenet. 

Now  to  return  from  this  DigreiTion,  the  Court  LXXXJIL 
found  means  to  difunite  the  Chiefs  by  the  Lure  Confren-. 
of  their  Self-Interefts,     The  more  eafy  to  be  pre-  pl/ff 
vailed  upon  was  the  Duke  of  Alenfon,   as  it  ap- 
peared  by  the  Conference   held  at  Moulins,  be- 
tween the  King's  Deputies,  and  thofe  of  the  Con- 
federates •,  tho*  nothing  was  concluded  in  it,  on- 
ly the  Confederates  fent  their  feveral  Propofitions 
to  the  King,  by  Beauvais  la  Node  and  d'Arennes. 

The 

[m)  Pafquier,  fes  Lettres  Tom.  2.  pag.  483.  Paris,  1619. 
In  the  firft  Verfes  he  reads  occidit  initead  of  occubat ;  the 
Jail  is  better  methinks. 
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Henrylll.     The  Deputies   having   been  .admitted   to  the 
l^Jt    King's  Audience,  dyArennes  made  a  long  Speech, 
gory XIII.  tending,  as  ufual,   to  obtain  the  free  Exercife  of 
1 — -v-— '  the  Reformed  Religion,  the  due  Adminiftration 
LXXXIV  of  Juftice,  and  a  thorough  Reformation  of  the 
pZZfc     Government  in  the  Kingdom. 
Hans  offer-      Then  la  Node  tendered  to  the  King  a  Petition 
ed  to  the  of  the   Duke  of  Alenfon,  containing  the  fame 
King  by     Articles  which  had  been  propofed   Jaft  Year  by 
'derate*     t^ie  Prmce  °f  Conde,  and  his  Confederates.     Be- 
fides  which,  the  Duke   required  a  greater  Appa- 
nage, and  for  the  Security  of  the  Countries  which 
mould  be  allowed  to  him,  befidesthofe  he  pofTeiTed 
already,  twelve  new  Companies,  each  of  fifty  Men 
at  Arms. 

The  Prince  required,  that  the  Tythes  due  by 
the  Reformed  to  the  Priefts,  fhould  be  employed 
for  the  Maintenance  of  their  own  Minifters  ; 
that  whatever  he  had  tranfacted  with  Prince  Ca- 
fimir  in  the  Duke  of  Alen^on's  Name  mould  be 
ratified  •,  that  he  mould  be  reftored  to  his  Go- 
vernment oi 7  Picardy  ;  that  the  Town  of  Boloign 
mould  be  put  into  his  hands,  and  the  Lieute- 
nant thereof  be  at  his  choice  ;  that  his  Brother 
the  Marquifs  of  Conti  mould  have  a  new  Com- 
pany of  fifty  Men  at  Arms  :  As  to  the  reft,  he 
referred  himfelf  to  the  Articles  propofed  Jaft 
Year. 

Prince  Cafimir  required  that  all  the  Churches 
in  France  mould  be  free  for  the  Reformed'sUfe, 
as  well  as  for  the  Catholicks  •,  that  the  Duke  of 
Alencon  mould  be  declared  Lieutenant- General 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  that  the  King  mould  approve 
of  his  coming  with  his  Army  into  France. 

The  King  of  Navarre  required  at  firft,  that 
he  mould  be  at  liberty  to  retire  into  Beam  with 
his  Confort,  there  to  reftore  his  Affairs ;  that 
the  King  mould  ratify  the  Alliance  made  between 

x         the 
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the  Crown  of  France  and  his  Predeceflbrs  •,  and  HenryllL 
mould  help  him  to  recover  his  Kingdom  of  Na-     J57§- 
varre  from  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  de-  goryXIIL 
tained  it  unjuftly  \    and  that    in  the  mean  while  L—^y-^j 
the  Sum*    promiicd  to  his  Grand- father  ihould   *4oooo 
be  paid  down  unto  him  with  all  the  Arrears,  to-  l***u 
gether  with  the  Dowry  of  the  Queen  his  Wife,  pUrP 
and  feveral  other  Privileges   granted   to   his  An- 
ceftors.     But  by  the  fecond  Demands  he  required, 
that  whatever  the  Duke  of  Alencon,  and  the  Con- 
federates had  done  fince  the  Beginning   of  this 
War,  mould  be  acknowledged    as  done  for  the 
King's  Service  •,  that  the  Government  of  Guienne 
mould  be  intirely  left  unto  him,  the  Lieutenant 
thereof  being    at  his  Choice  and   Nomination  ; 
that  none  but  himfelf  mould  put  Garrifons  in  the 
Lordmips    and   Places,  which   he  pofTefTed   in 
France ;    that    the   Regale    in    his    Dominions 
fhould  belong  intirely  to  him,  as  it  had  done  to 
his  Predeceflbrs  •,    that  his  Subjects,  VafTals,  £sJV. 
mould  have  a  free  Commerce  in  France  •,  that  the 
King  mould  ratify  v/hatever  the  late  Queen   of 
Navarre  his  Mother,  and  himfelf  had  ordered  at 
Rochelle,  concerning  the  Church- Lands. 

The  Count  of  Ventadour  fent  likewife  his  De- 
puties to  Court,  requiring  the  King  to  grant  a 
lading  and  folid  Peace  ;  to  obtain  which,  he  de- 
iired  that  a  National  Council  mould  be  called 
to  fettle  the  Matters  concerning  Religion  ;  that 
the  States-General  mould,  be  afiembled  once  e- 
very  two  Years  ;  that  for  avoiding  Atheifm  and 
Irreligion,  every  Frenchman  mould  be  obliged 
to  chufe  one  of  the  two  Religions  predominant 
in  the  Kingdom,  and  to  make  a  publick  Pro- 
feflion  of  it  •,  that  the  particular  States  of  every 
Province  fhould  be  enabled  to  receive  the  fourth 
Part  of  all  Church- Revenues,  for  the  Mainte- 
nance of  Schools  and  Hofpitals  ;    that  the  Blaf- 

phemers 


io8     Hijloryof the  Reformation  >  and  of  the  Vol. III. 
Henrylll.  phemers  of  the  holy  Name   of  God  mould  be 
Pa    G     ^everety  punifhed,   without   any  Diftindtion    of 
goryXIII.  Perfons  •,  that  the  Judges  Places  mould  be  fold 
V-— v— ->  no  longer  ;  that  only  proper  Perfons  fit  for  that 
Office  mould  be  inverted  with  it,  and  thofe  who 
were  uncapable  or  unworthy  expelled  \  that  the 
Number  of  Officers  of  Juftice  and  of  the  Crown 
fhould  be  regulated  and  moderated  -,    and  as  to 
the  Publick  Offices  the  Provincial  States  fhould 
be  enabled  to  name  three  for  their  Province,  one 
of  whom  the  King  fhould  chufe.     Not   a  word 
for  his  own  Concerns.     What  a  generous  Soul 
was  that  Lord,  tho'   a  Roman-Catholick  !    So 
was  he  much  valued  by  every  wife  and  impar- 
tial Judge,  for  his  ftricl  Adherence  to  the  publick 
Welfare  (»). 
XXXXV.      Thefe  Demands  having  been  examined  in  the 
Ike  King's  King's  Council  feveral  times,    were   anfwered  , 
jhuer.    jjut  ^jjereas  the  Anfwers  were   not  fatisfactory, 
the  Deputies,  who  had  been  received  very  kind- 
ly, were  told  that  the  Queen -Mother  would  re- 
pair in  a  very  fhort  time  to  the  Duke  of  Alett(ont 
with  full  Powers  to  conclude  the  Treaty. 
LXXXVI.     Accordingly  the  faid  Queen  came  to  the  Army 
EJitTJf    on  tne27th  of  April,  attended  by  the  Duke  of 
Peace.       Montmorancy,  and  a  Squadron,  one  may  fay,  of 
the  fineft  Ladies  of  the  Court ;    and  after  feveral 
Debates  at  laft  they  came    to  an   Agreement  in 
the  Abby  of  Beaulieu,   near  Leches  in  'Touraine  ; 
and  the  fifth  Edict:  of  Peace  was   drawn   up  in 
fixty-three  Articles.     It    would   be   needlefs  to 
'         give  it  here  in  its  full  length,  fince   it  was  not 
kept,  and  confequently  was  of  no  long  duration  : 
Therefore  we  fhall  give  here  only    a  fhort  Ac- 
count of  it. 

It 

(;/)  Recueil    des    chofes    memorables    fous    Henry  III. 

Thuanus  is   of  a  contrary  Opinion,  and  blames  much  the 

Viicount  of  Veniadour  \    nay,  he  calls   thefe   his  Demand sx 

Arrogantu     Thuan.  62.  pag.  160. 
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It  was   enacted,  that   the  Reformed,  whofe  Henrylll. 
Religion  was  ftyled  for  thefirft  time  Pretend- p  *57q*c_ 
ed   Reformed,  mould    enjoy  the  free  pub-  g0ryXIII. 
lick  Exercife  of  their  Religion   throughout   the  v. 
whole   Kingdom    without    any   Diftinction    of 
Times   or  Places,  provided  the    Lords   of   the 
Manors  would  confent  to  it  ;    the  free  Ufe  of  e- 
very  thing  belonging  to  that  Exercife  was  grant- 
ed, fuch    as   Sermons,    Sacraments,   Marriages, 
Schools,  Confiftories,  Synods,  provided  one  ofthe 
King's  Lieutenants    mould  be   prefent   at  them. 
That  the  States-General  of  the  Kingdom  mould 
be  aflembled  at  Blots,  in  fix  Months  time,  after 
the  Date   of  the   prefent  Edict,  by   the  King's 
own  Appointment:  That  the  Priefts,  &c.   Mar- 
riage, mould  not    be  called  in  queftion  for  the 
future,  and  their  Children  mould  be  deemed  as 
lawful   Heirs  •,     but   they    could    inherit   only 
the  Moveables,  and  the  Goods  that  were  fallen 
to  their  Parents  otherwife   than  by  Inheritance  ; 
for   as  to   thefe  they   were  excluded   from  the 
Right  of  Succeilion,  either   direct  or  collateral  : 
That  the  Reformed   mould   be  admitted   to  all 
manner  of  Dignities,  Charges,   Offices,   Prefer- 
ments, &c.  as  well  as  the  Catholicks  :    That  the 
Eftates,  Goods,  &c.  belonging  to   the  Prince  of 
Orange,  fituated  in  the  King's  Dominions,  mould 
be  reftored    unto  him  :    That  in  every   Parlia- 
ment of  the  Kingdom  there  fhould  be   a  Court, 
compofed  of  an  equal  Number  of  Reformed  and 
Catholick  Judges,   for  deciding  all  Affairs,  Cri- 
minal or  Civil,   amongft  the   Reformed  :    That 
the   Sentences  given  and    executed  againfl:  the 
Admiral,    Briquemaut,  Cavagnes,     Coconnas,    la 
Molle,  Montgommery,   Montbrun,   la  Haye,   £s?<\ 
fhould  be  reverfed,  they  and  their  Families  re- 
stored to  their  good  Name  and  Fame,   and  the 
Title,    Dignities,    Eftates,    &£,     to    their  Fa- 
milies ; 
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Henrylll.  miJies  ;  befidesthat  the  King  difownedand  detefted 
T576-     the  Parifian  Majfacre,  as  perpetrated  againft  his 

fforyXIlT  ^on^nU  and  t0  his  great  Sorrow  :  {that  was  a 
i  downright  Lye,  but  what  fignifies  that  ? )  That 
he  took  Frederick  Elector  Palatine,  and  Cafimir 
his  Son,  for  his  good  Friends  and  faithful  Cou- 
fins,  and  was  perfuaded  that  whatever  they  had 
done,  had  been  done  for  the  Defence  of  his 
Kingdom:  That  like  wife  he  acknowledged  that 
the  Levies  made  in  Switzerland  and  the  Counties 
of  Vallangin  and  Neufchaiel  had  been  made  by 
his  Orders  (0) :  He  forgave  whatever  the  Vi- 
dame  of  Chartrcs,  and  Beauvais  la  Node,  had 
tranfacted  in  England  with  Queen  Elizabeth, 
fince  his  Acceffion  to  the  Crown  •,  and  for  a 
Pledge  of  his  good  Intentions,  he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing cautionary  Towns  to  the  Reformed,  viz. 
Beaucaire  and  Aiguemortes  in  Languedoc,  Peri- 
gueux  and  Mas  du  Verdun  in  Guienne,  Nions  and 
Serves  in  Dauphinc,  IJfoire  in  Auvergne,  Senes  la 
grand  'Tour  in  Provence,  upon  condition  that 
the  Duke  ofAlenfon,  the  King  of  Navarre,  the 
Prince  of  Condi,  and  the  Marfhal  Damvil/e, 
who  were  intrufted  with  thefe  Towns,  mould  be 
anfwerable  for  them. 

Prince  Cafimir  neglecting  not  the  Concerns  of 
the  Reformed  in  the  Places,  which,  as  he  pre- 
tended, belonged  to  the  Empire, :had  required  the 
free  Exercife  of  the  Reformed  Religion  for  the 
Cities  of  Metz,  Tout,  and  Verdun  ;  befides  that, 
he  required  that  the  vaft  Sums,  amounting  to 
four  Millions  of  Crowns,    due   to    the  German 

Troops 

(0)  The  Court  underftanding  laft  Year  that  great  Levies 
were  made  in  Switzerland  for  the  Prince  of  Conde,  com- 
plained very  bitterly  of  it  to  the  Cantons,  by  the  French 
Embailador  ;  whereupon  Zurick  and  Bern  forbad,  under 
very  fevere  Penalties,  to  proceed  any  further.  How  could 
the  King  now  acknowledge  thefe  Levies,  as  done  by  his 
Orders?' 
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Troops  that  were  come  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Henrylll. 
Reformed  in  the  former  Wars,   mould  be  paid  P(^5  Gre- 
down.     However  he  was  content  with  a  Com-  goryXIII. 
pany   of  an  hundred  Men   at  Arms,  the  Com-  w\r—^ 
mand  of  four  thoufand   Reifters  maintained  at 
the   King's  Charge,  forty  thoufand  Livres  of 
yearly  Penfion,  two  thoufand  Crowns  for  keep- 
ing on  foot  fome  Horfe,  and  he   did  not  infin: 
upon   the   Article  of    the   three    Cities   above- 
named.  As  to  the  Payment  of  the  four  Millionsof 
Crowns  of  Arrear,  he  was   promifed   to  recede 
two  Millions  of  Livres  in  fix  Weeks    time,  and 
for  the  Remainder    he  mould  have  a  fufKcient 
Quantity  of  Jewels  pawned  to  him  :  Befides  that,  • 
the  Duke  of  Alengon  gave  him  Cbateau-Tbhrry, 
with  all  its  Revenues  (p). 

The  Prince  of  Condc  was  promifed  the  Govern-  Lxxxvlu 
ment  of  Picardy,  the  Town  of  Peronne  for  his  Secret  Ar- 
Refidence,  and  two  hundred  Men  in  Garifon. 
The  Marquis  of  Conti  a  Company  of  fifty  Men 
at  Arms.  The  Duke  of  Alettfon's  Appanage 
was  augmented  with  the  Provinces  of  Anjou, 
Tcuraine,  and  Berry,  the  beft  in  France  •,  and 
thence-forward  to  have  the  Title  of  Duke  of 
An  jou,  (and  fo  we  mail  call  him  for  the  future.) 
Befides  that,  the  Town  of  Charite  was  granted 
to  him  for  two  Years  time,  and  an  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  yearly  Penfion  ;  and  by  a  fe- 
cret  Article  it  was  ftipulated  that  he  mould  have 
the  Nomination  to  the  Bifhopricks,  Abbeys,  &c. 
in  all  the  Provinces  of  his  Appanage. 

That  Edict,  which  the  King  called  Irrevo- 
cable, was  read,  publifhed,  and  regiftered  in 
the  Parliament  of  Parisy  prefent  his  Majefty,  on 
the  14th  of  May,  with  great  outward  Rejoicings, 
tho'  feveral  Placards  were  affixed  in  the  Streets, 

wherein 
(f)  Thuan.  lib.  62.  pag.  160,  161. 
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Henrylll.  wherein    they  curfed   the  Counfellors   of   that 

pA5Gre-Edi<5t' 

goryXIII-      It  was  publickly  rumoured,  that  the  Queen- 
i„  -w— „,.;  Mother  had  hurried   it,  tho'    upon  very   hard 
terms,  in  order  to  withdraw  the  Duke  of  Anjou, 
her  Son,  out  of  the  Confederates  Hands.     'That 
Woman,  fays  Thuanus,  accuftomed  to  Troubles 
and  Divijions,  forefaw  that  Peace  would  not    laft 
very  long,    and  that  in  a    very  JJoort  time    thofe 
very  General  States,  which  the  Confederates  longed 
after,  would  repeal  that  Edit!  without  any  Lofs 
or    Prejudice    to  the  King's    or  her  own  Ho- 
nour(q). 
txxxvm      The  Marfhals  of  Montmorancy  and  Coffe  were 
The  two    moft  honourably  acquitted,  by  a  full  Declaration 
MarJhaU  Qf  tjie  King,  concerning  their  Innocence  in    the 
ficqut  e  .  parijament  0f  Paris  -,    all  the  Courts  being  af- 
fembled. 

When  the  EdicT:  was  regiftered,  the  two  Ar- 
mies parted  ;  that  of  Prince  Cafimir  having  per- 
formed nothing  notice-worthy,  only  the  taking 
of  St.  Verin,  a  fmall  Town  which  was  obliged 
to  furrender  after  three  feveral  Aflaults  :  The 
Befiegers  made  a  great  Slaughter  of  the  Inha- 
bitants. 

A  little  before  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty, 
the  Rochellefe  befieged  and  took  the  Caftle  and 
Town  of  Marans,  about  four  Leagues  off  their 
City,  which  could  not  be  relieved  by  the  Royal 
Officers  la  Roche  Baritaud,  Pui  Gaillard,  and  o- 
thers  (r). 

The  German  Army  marched  into  Burgundy ^ 
and  the  neighbouring  Provinces  •,  where  they 
flayed,  till  the  Articles  agreed  with  Cafimir,  had 
been  performed.  The  Duke  went  into  Berry, 
having  obtained  what  had  been  promifed  him. 
And.  whereas  the  King  of  Navarre  had  been  the 

laft 

(g)  Idem,  ibid,      (r)  Idem,  ibid. 
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laft  that   took  party  with   the  Confederates,   To  Henry f  II. 
"Was  he  the   laft    who   reaped    the  Advantages  p0'i7G're_ 
promifed  unto  him  by  the  Edict  ;  and  he  ftayed  g0i-yX!II. 
ibme    time  near  Niorti    before   proceeding  any  v-— y— «i 
farther  into    Guienne.     The  Prince  of  Conde's 
Hopes  of  the  Government  of  Picardy,   and  the 
Town  of  Peronne  for  his  Refidence,  were  intirely 
frustrated. 

His  Enviers,  whofe  Faction  were  very  power-  LXXXIX 
ful  at  Court,  being  well  informed  of  the  Catho-  Outcries  of 
licks  heavy  Complaints  againft  the   late  Peace,  rns 
improved   that  Opportunity    for   renewing  the 
Troubles,  and  faid  every  where  that  fuch  things 
were  not  to  be  borne  with  ;  and  boafted  of  their 
Forces,  Friends  and  Intereft  :   They  condemned 
the  too  great  hurry  of  the  Queen,  who  out  of  a. 
too  eager  Defire  of  getting  her  Son  out   of  the 
Confederates  hands,  had  made,  as  they  faid,  fuch 
a  fhameful  and  unjuft  Peace,  whereby  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Catholicks  was  much  worfe  than  the 
Hereticks.     The   King,  out  of  a    prepofterous 
Prudence,  connived  at  thefe  Complaints  ;  he  was 
in  hopes  that  having  fever'd  his  Brother  ofAnjoiL 
from  the  Confederates,  he  would  eafily  find  an 
opportunity  for  breaking  the  Treaty  lately  con- 
cluded.    Therefore  thole  Incendiaries    tnought 
that  they  ought  to  improve  thefe  favourable  Dif- 
pofitions  of  the  King,  and  having   won  the  fa- 
vour and  Good-will  of  the  People  in  the  Cities; 
and   by  thefe  means  having  increafed  their  Au- 
thority   and   Credit,    at  laft  they   concluded    a 
League   amongft    themfelves    (s).      Before  we 
proceed  any  further,   let  us  confider  this  dread- 
ful   Monfter   in    his  firft    Embryo ;     who   was 
its  Father,  who  its  God-fathers,  the  Place  of  its 
Conception,  and  of  its  Birth. 

V.III.  Part II.  I  It 

( s)    Thuan.  lib.  63. 
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Henrylll.      It  is  not  worth   our  while,   to  refute  what 

'576-     Maimbourg  fays  in  his  Hiftory   of  the  League, 

woryXIII.  t^lat  ^  Proteftants  nave  Deen  tne  firft,  who, 
t— v— «*  under  pretence  of  Religion,   did  league  them- 
XC.     felves  againft  their  Kings  ;  when  the  firft  Prince 
ffj!^Ca-ofConde  made  himfelf  their  fecret  Chief  in  the 
League.     Ambofian  Plot,  and  then  declared  himfelf  openly, 
beginning  the   firft  Civil  War  by  feizing  upon 
Orleans,  &c.   How  that  is  falfe,  is  plain  enough 
by  the  Relation  we  have  given  of  thefe  two  In- 
vents, after  Caftelnau  de  MauviJJiere,  his  Com- 
mentator Agricola,  and  Tbuanus,  in  the  ift  and 
2d  Vol.  of  this  our  Hiftory. 

As  to  the  League  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  it 
was  an   old  Serpent,  fays  Agricola,  which  was 
cut  afunder  three  times,  rather  by  Fate  than  by 
the  Prudence  of  Catherine  of  Medicis.     At  its 
Birth  it  was  outwardly  the  holieft,  but  in  truth 
the  wickedeft  thing  in  the  World  ;  the  Art  and 
Matter  of  it  were  equally  precious,  and  the  Ar- 
tificer equally  illuftrious  and  expert.     The  Car- 
dinal of  Lorrain  was  the  Man  :    He  contrived  it 
at  the  Council  of  Trent,  after  the  Battle  of  Dreux, 
where  his  Brother  Francis  Duke  of  Guife    got 
the  Day.     There  he  extolled  to  the  Skies  the 
Exploits  and  Prudence  of  his  Brother,  his  For- 
titude, and  Piety ;  and  mewed  forth,  that  the 
Catholick  Religion   could    not  be   better  main- 
tained  than  by  a  League  of   all  the  Chriftian 
Princes,    authorized  by  the  Pope,  who    mould 
elecl   a    Chief  in  the   Kingdom  of  a  fufficient 
Capacity,  Credit  and  Experience  for  undertaking 
the  Extirpation  of  Hereticks,  during  the  King's 
Minority  (7).     That  was  agreed  in  the  Council, 

when 

(t)  Agric.  Continuation  des  Mem.   de  Caftelnau,  Tom.  3. 
pag.  35.     But  the  fame  Author  fpeaks  eliewhere  in  another* 
ltrain  ;  for  he  fays,  that  amidit  the  Applaufes  of  the  Coun- 
cil 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  France .  115 

when  the  Duke  of  Guife  died  ;  who  leaving  only  Henry  III. 
young   Children,   the  Cardinal  always  minding  r>157^' 

J.       J?  r       r   1  •     tt      r        1  •         •    i        -i  Pope  Gre- 

the  Greatneis  or  his  rioule,  that  it  might  rival  goryXlli 
the  King's  and  become  independant,  was  very 
cautious  to  let  drop  his  Scheme  for  that  time. 
He  hurried,  the  Council  as  much  as  he  could, 
abridging  on  purpofe  ail  Formalities,  and  infill- 
ing not  upon  feveral  Articles  which  he  yielded 
out  of  complaifance,  When  Henry  of  Lorrain, 
Duke  of  Guife,  his  Nephew,  was  of  Age,  the 
Cardinal,  who  had  difpofed  the  Affairs  before- 
hand, gave  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Spain  to 
underftand,  that  Religion  wanted  the  fame  Af- 
fi {lance  as  formerly,  and  the  League  was  re- 
newed j  but  his  Death  put  an  end  to  his  Ambi- 
tion, and  a  ftop  to  that  Defign. 

The  Duke  of  Guife  his  Nephew,  flattered 
with  the  Hopes  of  fo  great  a  Settlement,  wait- 
ed with  impatience  for  an  Opportunity  of  com- 
paring his  ends  :  At  laft,  it  offered  itfelf  this 
Year  1576,  when  Don  Juan  of  Avjlria  pafTed 
incognito  thro'  France  in  his  way  to  the  Low 

I  2  Countries, 

cil  for  the  great  Obligations  that  Religion  had  to  his  whole 
Houfe,  efpecially  to  Che  Duke  his  Brother — Some  of  the 
Pope's  Minifters  ii.finuated  unto  him  fome  Advices,  pious 
outwardly,  but  very  fatal  in  their  Confequences,  to  make  a 
Catholick  League  for  the  Defence  bf  the  Faith  in  France ; 
the  Management  whereof  fhould  belong  to  the  Lorrain  Prin- 
ces, as  the  moil  zealous  and  the  ableil  for  fo  great  a  Defign  : 
That  the  Pope  thought  there  was  no  better  means  to  re- 
venge himfelf  of  the  lirong  Opporitions  made  by  the  French 
EmbafTadors  in  the  Council,  than  by  the  Settlement  of  a 
Party  of  Religion  in  France  depending  on  himfelf,  whereby 
the  King's  Authority  fhould  be  forced  to  yield  to  the  Court 
of  Rome.  The  Cardinal  fnatch'd  at  the  Hock,  and  was 
henceforward  more  complaifant  to  the  Pope.  Additions 
•aux  Mem.  de  Caftelnau,  Tom.  2.  liv.  4.  ch.  5.  By  this 
Account  it  appears  that  the  Egg  which  brought  forth  this 
Serpent  was  hatch'd  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  heated  in  the 
Cardinal's  Brains,  and  brought  to  a  full  Growth  by  the 
Duke  his  Nephew. 


1 16     Hi/lory  of  the  "Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  III. 

Henrylll.  Countries,  whereof  he  had  been  made  Governor. 
!576-     King  'Philip  II.   having  no  Son,  this  Don  Juan 

goryXIII.  n^s  natural  Brother,  who  premeditated  to  make 
himfelf  Mafter  abfolute  in  his  Government,  que- 
ftioned  not  that  the  Duke  of  Guife  had  Projects 
in  his  head  as  to  France,  no  lefs  ambitious  that* 
his  own  as  to  the  Low  Countries  -9  and  he  con- 
ferred with  him  fecretly  at  Joinville,  where 
they  contracted  together  an  Alliance  ofFenfive 
and  defenfive. 

Don  Juan  was  no  fooner  in  Flanders^  but  he 
endeavoured  to  win  to  his  Intereft  the  Nobility 
and  the  Commons,  who  believed  that  it  was  for 
their  fake,  and  to  pleafe  them,  that  he  withdrew 
the  Spanifh  Garifons  from  Towns ;  but  he  was 
not  cunning  enough  for  the  King  of  Spain,  who 
was  before-hand  with  him.  The  Rumour  was 
purpofely  fpread  that  he  had  got  his  laft  Sick- 
nefs  in  an  infected  Place.  However  the  Duke  of 
Guife  thought  that  the  League  they  had  made 
together  was  dead  with  him,  when  the  King  of 
Spain,  who  improved  every  thing,  found  means 
to  raife  up  again  fcr  his  own  Interefts  what  had 
been  contrived  for  his  own  Ruin. 

Very  likely  Strada  and  Dr.  Geddes  (v),  and 
others  who  have  copied  after  him,  do  miftake 
as  to  the  time  of  John  d*  Efcovedo,  Don  Juan's  Se- 
cretary's Death  ;  for  Agricola  fays,  that  he  had  feen 
fome  Memoirs,  written  by  Monfieur  de  Peirefc, 
upon  the  Relation  made  unto  him  by  Mr.  du 
Vairy  who  had  it  from  Antonio  Perez  himfelf ; 
whereby  it  was  plain,  that  Efcovedo  was  murder- 
ed, after  his  Mafter  Don  Juan's  Death.  And 
indeed  the  Confequences  of  this  Event  are  fuch, 
that  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  it  happened  at 
the  time  we  faid.     Efcovedo  returning  into  Spain. 

after 

(«)  Geddes  Mifcellan.  Trafts,  2d  Edit.  Vol.11,  pag? 
260. 
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after  his  Matter's  Death,  brought  along  with  Henrylll. 
him  all  his  fecret  Papers,  and  was  received  in pl^p 
•the  Prince  of  Ebolfs  Service,  whofe  Creature  goryXlIi" 
he  was.  The  King  of  Spain  being  much » 
taken  with  Love  for  the  beautiful  Princefs  of 
Eboli,  the  only  Woman  in  the  World,  of  which 
one  may  fay,  that  fhe  had  loft  one  of  her  Eyes 
without  any  Prejudice  to  her  Charms,  made  ufe 
of  Antonio  Perez  to  carry  his  Love-letters  to  this 
Princefs  ;  and  this  Gentleman  difcharged  his 
Commiffion  with  a  greater  Satisfaction  than  Fi- 
delity, and  was  fo  daring  as  to  become  a  Rival 
to  a  Matter  fo  dangerous  in  his  Refentments, 
That  could  not  be  long  a  Secret  for  Efcovedoy 
he  upbraided  Perez  with  Infidelity  to  his  Matter  \ 
whereupon  Perez  refolved  to  difpatch  him  im-. 
mediately  out  of  the  way :  for  that  end  he  told 
his  Majefty,  that  Efcovedo  was  the  Man  who 
thwarted  him  in  his  Pattion,  and  that  he  was  an 
Accomplice  of  the  late  Don  Juan's  Plots,  who 
deferved  juftly  to  be  undone  •,  that  his  Majefty 
even  might  reap  great  Advantages  by  it,  for  the 
Lights  that  might  be  procured  by  the  Memoirs 
whereof  he  was  in  pofTeflion.  The  King  ap- 
proving Perez's  Opinion,  gave  immediately  a 
written  Order  to  Fuentes,  to  kill  Efcovedo,  which 
was  executed ;  and  his  Papers  having  been 
feized,  his  Mafter's  Treaty  with  the  Duke  of 
Guife  was  found  amongft  them,  with  a  Memo- 
randum of  the  Means  and  Friends  whereof  the 
faid  Duke  intended  to  make  ufe,  for  fucceeding 
in  his  Defigns. 

A  little  after,  King  Philip  feeing  that  France 
took  part  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Low-Countries, 
and  that  King  Henry  conjointly  with  Queen 
Elizabeth  undertook  the  Protection  of  the 
J)utch,  he  fent  Mendoza  into  France  on  pre- 
tence of  an  EmbafTy  ;  but  really  for  renewing 
I  a  the 
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Henrylll.  the  Treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Guife.     He  would 
,5£r    have  wifhed  that  Philip   had  not   been   in  fuch 

«oryXIfI.hafte*  an<1  that  he  would  have  waited  till  the 
1  King's  Death,  or  the  Duke  of  Anjoifs  De.pofi- 
tion  ;  which  he  was  working  underhand  with  all 
the  Craft  and  Diligence  pofhble,  on  pretence  of 
that  Prince's  Irreligion,  and  his  ill  Behaviour. 
But  the  King  of  Spain  was  deaf  to  all  thefe  Pro- 
pofitions  -,  and  he  let  the  Duke  know,  that  if 
he  delayed  any  longer,  he  would  reconcile  him- 
felf  with  the  King  of  France  at  his  Cod,  and 
deliver  into  his  Hands  all  his  Treaties  with  Don 
yuan,  and  the  Schemes  of  his  Defigns  ;  but  if 
he  would  declare  himfelf  at  prefent,  he  might 
depend  upon  his  Protection  and  Affiftance,  and 
jpromifed  him  a  Pennon  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  Livres  a  Year  :  So  was  the  Duke  wheed- 
led againft  his  Will  to  pull  oft  the  Mask,  fooner 
than  he  had  a  mind.  But  this  happened  only 
after  the  Duke  of  Anjoifs  Death.  We  have  been 
obliged  to  anticipate  a  little  upon  the  times,  to 
give  all  at  once  a  true  Notion  of  the  Beginning, 
Rife  and  Progrefs  of  that  monftrous  League, 
which  deftroyed  fo  many  Thoufands  of  People 
for  the  fpace  of  twenty  Years,  or  thereabouts, 
and  was  like  to  overthrow  the  French  Monar- 
chy (a). 

Now  the  Duke  of  Guife,  well  informed  of 
the  Catholicks  Difpofuions  and  Difcontents  on 
account  of  the  late  Edict,  fent-  his  EmifTaries 
every- where  to  blow  the  coals,  thinking  this  to 
be  a  fair  Opportunity  for  beginning  his  game. 
James  Lord  of  Humieres,  a  Man  vaftly  rich,  and 
who  had  the  greateft  Intereft  in  Picardy,  was 
Governor  of  Peronne,  Roye,  and  Mondidier  •,  he 
bore  a  grudge  againft  the  Montmorancians,  be- 

caufe 

(it)  Agricola  Contin.  dcs  Mem.  de  Call.  Tom.  3.  pag. 
35»  &c. 
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caufe  of  a  Suit  at  Law  which  he  had  loft  againft  Henry II r. 
Thore;  whereby  he  had  been  deprived  of  a  large  p  '576- 
Succeffion,  which  he  thought  to  be  devolved  to  o-oryX  III. 
him  by  the  Death  of  Eleonora  of  Huinieres, 
Thore's  Wife,  and  of  her  only  Daughter  de- 
ceafed  after  her  -,  befides  that,  he  was  a  great 
Enemy  to  the  Reformed.  Upon  all  thefe  ac- 
counts, he  had  adhered  to  Francis  Duke  of 
Guife,  Father  of  this,  who  in  order  to  indear  him 
the  better  to  his  Houfe,  caufed  him  to  be  created 
Knight  of  the  King's  Order  in  the  famous  Pro- 
motion made  by  Francis  II.  in  the  Year  1560. 
So  the  prefent  Duke  of  Guife  queftioned  not  but 
that  that  Lord  was  narrowly  concerned  in  main- 
taining himfelf  at  Peronne  ;  and  that  the  Obli- 
gation he  had  to  his  Father,  joined  together 
with  his  Zeal  for  the  Catholick  Religion,  would 
engage  him  to  affift  him  with  all  his  Might  in 
the  Execution  of  his  wicked  Defigns,  and  he  was 
not  deceived  in  his  Expectation. 

For  tfHumiereSy  who  had  almofr.  at  his  Com- 
mand the  Nobility  of  Picardy,  and  had  a  great 
Interefr.  in  the  Towns  ;  having  convened  an 
Aflembly  at  Peronne,  he  fet  forth  the  great  dan- 
ger the  Catholick  Religion  was  threatned  with, 
mould  the  Prince  of  Conde  be  admitted  in  the 
Province,  and  propofed  to  make  a  League  where- 
by the  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Commons,  mould 
engage  themfelves  by  a  folemn  Oath  to  re- 
ftore  intirely  the  Law  of  God,  to  preferve  his 
moft  holy  Worfhip,  according  to  the  Form  of 
the  Roman  Catholick  and  Apoftolick  Church, 
abjuring  and  rejecting  all  Tenets  contrary  to  it  i 
to  protecl:  King  Henry  III.  and  his  Succeflbrs, 
in  the  State,  Splendor,  Authority,  Service  and 
Obedience  due  to  his  Majefty,  as  it  fhall  be  fet- 
tled by  the  Articles  to  be  prefented  to  the  Ge- 
neral States  1  to  maintain  the  Rights,  Privileges, 
I  4  and 
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Henry II I-  and    Liberties  of  every  Province,    and   reftorc 
I!i76-     them  as  they  were  in  Clevis's  times.      The  fol- 
TxlII "  lowing  Conditions  were  added,  that  the  Confe- 
\_  /_  JrWgfps  do  oblige  themfelves  to  fpend  not  only 
their  Goods  and   Eftates,    but    even  their  own 
Lives  againft  any  one  of  what  Rank  and  CoNr 
D  it  ion  foever,  who  mall  undertake  to   oppofe 
or  to  contradict  their  Defigns,  to  profecute  and 
punifh  them  to   the  utmoft  of  their  power,  and 
to    do   their  beft  endeavours    that    every  thing 
agreed  upon  mould  be  exa<5Hy  performed  ;    and 
if  any  one  of  the  Confederates   be    molefted  on, 
account   of  this   their  Afibciation,  by  any   body 
of  what  Rank  or  Qu  a l i t y  foever,  the  faid 
Confederates  are  bound  to  revenge   at  any  rate 
the  Wrong  done  to  him,  without  any  Respect 
of  Perfons  \  and  if  it  happened  (which  Gcd  for- 
bid)  to  any  one  of  them  to  break  the  League, 
or  depart   from  it    under   any  pretence  foever, 
fuch  a  one  fhall  be  deemed  Refractory  to  God, 
and  moft  feverely  punifhed  as  guilty  of  High- 
Treafcn  ;    and  thofe  who    fhali  have   punifhed 
fuch  Traitors,  mail  not  be  molefted   or  called  to 
an  account  for  it,  either  in  publick  or  in  private. 
The  faid  Leaguers    mall   take  an  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance    to   the   Chief  which    fhall  be    elected, 
to  pay  unto  him  an  unlimited  Obedience  to  ail 
his  Commands.    All  Delinquents  fhall  be  punifh- 
ed by  tliat  Chiefs  Authority.     All  Catholicks  in 
the- Towns  and    \n   the  Country,  fhall   be   in- 
vited to  enter  into  the  League,  and  to  find  Men, 
Arms,  &c.    for  the  Execution  of  the  PremifTes 
according  to   their  Abilities.     Thofe  who   fhall 
refufe    to  enter  into    the  Afibciation,    fhall  he 
deemed  Enemies   of   ir,  and   treated    as   fuch. 
The  Confederates    mail  fubmit    themfelves    to 
their  Chief's   Decifion  concerning  the  Difputes, 
Quarrels,  &V.  that   might  arife  between  them- 
felves \ 
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felves  ;  and  they  ihall  not  be  allowed  to  under-  Henrylll. 
take    any   Profecution   before    any  Magistrate,  p**7Gre- 
without  his  fpecial  Leave.     Whofoever  fliall  do  g^yXIU, 
any  thing  contrary  to    this  Agreement,   mall   be  <— 
puniftied  at  the  discretion  of  the  Chic'.     They 
adjoined  a  Form  or  an  Oath  to  be  taken  by  every 
one  entering  into  that  League,  putting  his  Hands 
upon  the  Gofpels. 

Such  were  the  Beginnings  of  that  moft  exe- 
crable and  deteftable  League,  which  under  the 
facred  Veil  of  Religion  covered  the  moft  hideous 
and  abominable  Vices  of  Ambition,  Avarice, 
Lewdnefs,  Revenge,  Cruelty,  Barbarity,  and 
what  not ;  for  I  don't  know  of  any  Vice  or 
Crime,  how  execrable  fcever,  that  has  not  been 
perpetrated  by  thofe  HOLT  COVENANTERS* 
efpecially  their  Abettors  and  Inftigators,  as  we 
fhall  fee  in  their  proper  Places  (x). 

Before  this,  the  Guifians  had  fent  their  Agents 
to   Rome,    with    Inftructions,    importing,     that 
through  the  Connivance  of  the  late  Kings  of  the 
Valejian  Houfe   defcendel    from  Hjgues  Capet* 
the   Roman   Catholick  Religion  was  fallen    into 
great  decay  in  trance  -,    while   the  Carlovingian 
Race,  favoured  by  the  Blefling  of  the  Holy  See* 
which  had   been  fettled   and  raifed  by  Charle- 
maign  anp!   his  Succeflbrs,  was  defpifed.     That 
for  the  laft  fixteen  Years,  the  Wars  and  other 
Means  undertaken  for  the  Defence  of  the  Ca- 
lick  Church,  had  not  at  all  fucceeded,  nor  would 
ever  fucceed   as  long  as   the  Capet ians    fhould 
fway  the  Scepter  ;  becaufe   the  Princes  of  that 
Race  were  ftupid,  mad,  or  Hereticks:    but  on 
the  contrary,  thofe  of  the    Carlovingian    Race 
were  commendable  for  their  bright  Virtues,  efpe- 
cially  for   their  Zeal  to   the  Prefer vation  and 

Greacnefs, 
{x)  Thuan.  lib.  63. 
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Henrylll.  Greatnefs  of  the  Holy  See,  and   always  ready  to 

'STjfr    undertake  its  Defence. 
goryXiJK     Therefore   they   befought  the  Connftory  to 
i  approve  and  countenance    their  Defigns  to  ex- 
tirpate the   Kereticks,  and  firmly  to  fettle  the 
Roman  See. 

For  which  purpofes  they  promifed  to  endea- 
vour to  raife  the  People  in  all  the  Cities  and 
Towns  at  their  devotion,  by  the  means  of 
Monks  and  other  Preachers,  to  the  end  that 
the  Hereticks  mould  be  deDri"ed  of  Sermons, 
their  Minifters  being  liienced.  They  would 
advife  the  King  not  to  trouble  himfelf  with  the 
Commotions,  but  to  give  charge  fecretly  to  the 
Duke  of  Guife  about  them  ;  who  being  fo  au- 
thorized would  form  an  holy  League  between 
the  Nobility  and  others,  which  he  would  win 
very  eafily  to  the  Church's  Intereft.  That  for 
that  end  he  would  make  ufe  of  the  Curates  in 
the  Cities  and  in  the  Country,  who  mould  make 
a  Lift  of  all  the  Parimioners  able  to  bear  Arms, 
which  they  would  fend  to  him  ;  then  he  would 
chufe  fome  Captains,  who  mould  give  them  no- 
tice by  their  Curates  of  what  they  were  to  do,  on 
pretence  of  their  own  Defence.  Mean  while  the 
King  would  mind  the  General  States,  the  Queen 
his  Mother  would  bring  back  the  Duke  his  Bro- 
ther to  Court,  endeavouring  to  bring  back  too 
the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  ; 
and  for  earing  them  from  all  Fears  and  Sufpi- 
cions  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  his  Adherents 
would  abfent  themfelves  from  Court,  feigning 
fome  Difcontent,  and  the  King  coming  out  of 
Paris  would  retire  to  a  Place  of  a  freer  Accefs. 
As  the  time  appointed  for  the  ArTembly  of  the 
General  States  mall  draw  near,  the  Captains  of 
the  Parishes  would  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs, 
with  their   inlifted   Men,  to  march  where  they 

mould 
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fhould  be   fent.     The  States   being  aflembled,HenryIir. 
would  fwear    before    beginning    their    Seffions,  pAJ7Qre. 
every  one  of  them  from  the  Chief  to  the  laft  ot  goryXIIl! 
the  Members,  to  keep   and  obferve  whatever  v 
fhould  be  decided  and  ordered  by  the  faid  States  ; 
which  mould  enjoin  the  Corporations  and  Com- 
monalities to   contribute  towards   the  neceflary 
Expences  for  executing  their  Scheme  and  bring- 
ing it   to  an  happy  lffue.     The  Pope  fhould  be 
required  to  authorize,  ratify,  and  approve  of  the 
Articles  and  Decifions  of  the  faid  States,  and  to 
make  of  them  a   pragmatical  Sanction  between 
the  Roman  See  and  Fiance,  fuch  as  the  Concor- 
dates  have  been  ;  and  in  order  to  make  void  the 
ordinary  Succeffion  fettled  by  Hugues  Capet,  and 
to  render  the  Declaration  thereof  fubject  to  the 
Difpofition  of  the  States,  as  it  was  in  the  former 
times,  it  mould  be  enacted,  that  if  any  Prince 
of  the  Blood,  Lord,  Gentleman,  or  other,  fhould. 
be  fo  daring  as  to  oppofe  the  Execution  of  what 
fhould  be  ordered  by  the  States.,  the  faid  Prince 
fhould  be  immediately  declared  unable  to  fucceed 
to  the  Crown  •,  the  Lords,  Gentlemen,  or  others, 
declared  Ignoble,    and  forfeit  their  Goods  and 
Eftates  •,    which   Forfeitures    mail  be  employed 
for  the  Charges  *  of  the  War,  and   their  Bodies 
expo  fed  to  Deftruction  :  A  Reward  fhall  be  pub- 
limed  for  him,  who  mall  kill  thofe  that  cannot 
be  apprehended.     Furthermore  the  States  mall 
renew  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Pope,  fwear- 
ing  to  live  and  die  in  the  Faith  propofed  by  the 
Council  of  Trent  •,    which  fhall  be  received,  and 
fubfcribed  to  by  the  States   in  a  Body.     They 
fhall  declare,  that  what  Edicts  foever,  publimed 
in  the  Kingdom  for  fome  Years  paft,  contrary  to 
the  Decifions    of  the   Councils,   are  abrogated 
as  void  and  null.     That  the  Edicts,  publilhed  by 
the  former  Kings  againfl  Hereticks,   are  in  full 

force, 
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Henry  III.  force  ;  and  (hall  be  kept  and  obferved,  according 
l57°*    to  their  Form  and  Contents.     The  prefent  King 
feoryXIII.  ^a^  De  unbound  from   all  Engagements,  Pro- 
mifes,  &c.  with  Hereticks,  their  Accomplices, 
and  AfTociates ;  to  whom  a  certain  time  mall  be 
granted    for   coming   before   the    Ecclefiaftical 
Judges,  there  to  make  an  humble  Confeffion  of 
their  Sins,  in  order  to   be  abfolved  ;    then  fent 
back  to   the  King,  in  order  to  obtain  Pardon 
Tor  the  Crimes  committed  againft   his  Majefty. 
And  whereas  the  Execution  of  that  Article  might 
be  flayed  and  delayed  by  fome  rebellious  Prin- 
tes,  the    King  mould  be  requefted  to  appoint 
and  conftitute  for  his  Lieutenant-General,  fome 
Prince  who  has  the  requisite  Qualifications  for 
Cuch  an  Office,  and  the  Duke  of  Guife  fhall  be 
named  to  him  as  the  fitted  Perfon.     Then  the 
States  fhall  remonftrate  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou> 
what  great  Crime  he  has  committed,  in  forfak- 
ing  the  King    his  Brother,  and  joining  himfelf 
with  Hereticks,  declaring  himfelf  their  Chief, 
and  obliging  his  Brother   to   authorize  the  pub- 
lick  Exercife  of  Herefy.     And  becaufe  fuch  a 
Crime  is  High-Treafon   before  God,  as  well  as 
before  Man,  his  Majefty  fhall  not  be  at  liberty 
to  forgive  it  ♦,  but  they  will  require  the  General 
States  to  bring  the  faid  Duke  to  his  Trial  before 
Judges  appointed  by  themfelves,  after  the  molt 
holy  and  pious  Example  of  the  moft  Catholick 
King,  who  had  caufed  his  own  only  Son  to  be 
tried  by  the  Court  of  Inquifition,    and  had  exe- 
cuted the  Sentence  pafled  againft   him.     When 
fuch  a  Refolution  fhall  be  taken,  the  Troops  in- 
lifted  in  the  Parifhes,  as  above  faid,  fhall  march 
directly  to  execute  it,  and  arreft  the  faid  Duke 
of  Anjou,  and  all    Princes,  Lords,  Gentlemen, 
and  others,  his  Adherents  •,    and  part   of  thefe 
Forces  (hall    fall  upon  the  Hereticks  whereve/ 

they 
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they  may  be  found,  kill  them,  and  feize  upon  Henrylll. 
their  Goods  and  Eftates,  which  mall  be  forfeited  P'*7G're_ 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Military  Cheft.  By  thefe  goryxin. 
means  the  Duke  of  Guife,  being  at  the  head  of' 
a  ftrong  Army,  will  be  enabled  to  enter  into  the 
rebellious  Provinces,  which  he  will  eafily  fubdue, 
deftroying  by  Fire  and  Sword  whatever  fhall 
offer  to  refift  :  He  would  take  by  Famine  tha 
ftrongeft  Cities,  laying  wafte  all  the  adjacenft 
Countries,  and  blocking  them  up  by  fome  fmall 
Forts  built  upon  the  Avenues.  By  fuch  Victo- 
ries having  won  the  Hearts  and  Affections  of 
the  Catholick  Nobility,  then  he  will  bring  the 
faid  Duke  of  Anjou  and  his  Accomplices  to  a 
condign  Puniihment.  Finally,  by  the  Pope's 
Advice,  and  with  his  good  Leave,  he  will  have 
the  King  and  the  Queen  his  Confort  fhut  up 
clofe  in  a  Cloijier,  as  it  was  done  with  Childeric. 
Then  having  put  the  Crown  and  Kingdom  of 
France  into  the  Hands  of  their  lawful  Heirs, 
who,  at  prefent  enjoy  none  other  Advantage- 
but  the  Apoftolical  Bleffng  -,  he  will  order  mat- 
ters fo  well,  that  the  Holy  See  fhall  be  fully  ac- 
knowledged by  the  General  States  of  the  King" 
dom  without  any  Reftriction  or  Modification  fo- 
ever.  All  the  Privileges  and  pretended  Li- 
berties of  the  Gallican  Church,  fhall  be 
made  void.  Whereupon  the  faid  Duke  offered 
to  oblige  himfelf  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  as 
the  Confiftory  of  Rome  fhould  think  moft  pro- 
per Q>). 

This  Scheme,  how  wicked  and  odious  foever 
it  is  in  itfelf,  is  however  a  matter  of  fact  j  it 
has  not  only  been  followed  almoft  in  every 
particular  by  the  Leaguers,  but  it  was  found 
fdmoft  word  for  word  amongft  the  Papers  of  one 

David, 
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Henrylll.  David  an  Attorney,  who  had  attended  the  Bi- 

Po  l7Gre  ^°P  °^  Paris->  Brotner  to  tne  Marftial  of  Retz 
goryXIII.at  R°me  ;    when  at  his  Return  his  Trunk  was 
Ca-y-M*  opened   and    fearched   before  feveral  WitnefTes, 
and  it  has  been  inferted  in  the  Collection  of  Me- 
moirs of  the  League  (2). 

That  dreadful  Scheme  was  received,  approved 
and  countenanced  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  and  no- 
thing more  was  wanting  but  to  find  proper  means 
for  putting  it  in  execution  ;  and  tho'  they  were 
obliged  from  time  to  time  to  make  fome  Alte- 
rations in  it  according  to  the  Circumftances,  ne- 
verthelefs  the  Intention,  Matter  and  Inrlruments, 
Ivere  always  the  fame  ;  and  it  they  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  according  to  their  Wifhes,  it  was  not  for 
any  want  of  human  Prudence,  Sagacity  or  Means, 
but  by  a  fpecial  Providence  of  the  King  of  Kings, 
Jobv.\zwh°  difappointeth  the  Devices  of  the  crafty ,  fo 
that  their  Hands  cannot  perform  their  Enter- 
prize. 

Before  the  Guifes  had  engaged  d'Humieres  m 
their  Intereft,  they  had  begun  the  Work  at 
Paris,  where,  at  the  initiation  of  La  Bruyeres,  a 
Perfumer,  and  Matthias  his  Son,  Lieutenant  to 
the  Pro  veil,  many  diforderly  People,  who  had 
wafted  their  Fortunes  by  Gaming,  (&c.  fubferibed 
to  the  League,  being  very  eager  to  renew  the 
Civil  Wars,  either  for  repairing  their  Fortunes 
or  gratifying  their  Ambition  and  unfatiable  A- 
varice.  Many  of  the  moft  iubilantial  Citizens, 
out  of  a  blind  Zeal  againft  the  Reformed,  and 
not  forefeeing  the  dangerous  Confequences  of 
fuch  an  Union,  had  likewife  fubferibed  to  it. 
'But  whereas  they  were  obliged  to  have  every 
Day  feveral  private  Meetings  together  for  that 
purpofe,  becaufe  it   was  dangerous  to  meet  all 

at 
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at  once  at  the  fame  place  ;    that  raifed  Sufpi-  Henrylll. 
cions  in  many,  that  it  was  done  without  a  law-  pIS7£* 
ful  Authority,  and  unknown  to  the  King  and  goryXIII~ 
the  firft  Magiftrate  of  the  City.    Therefore  when  1 
fome  of  them  were  required  to  fubfcribe  the  Ar- 
ticles exhibited  unto  them,  they  afked,  why  the 
the  firft  Prefident  de  Thou  was  not  prefent  ?  To 
which  they  were  anfwered,  that  this  Affair  was 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  King  defired  it  mould 
be  fecret ;  and  therefore  he  would  not  have  the 
firft   Prefident   prefent    at   thefe    Tranfaclions : 
That  tho'  the  firft  Prefident  himfelf  countenanced 
it  underhand,  neverthelefs  he  had  defired  them  to 
act  as  if  he  knew  nothing  of  it.     Whereupon 
having  defired  fome  time  to  confider  of  it  be- 
fore they  fhou'd   refolve,  they  went  to  the  firft 
Prefident,  and  acquainted   him   with  what  they 
had  feen  and  been  told.     Then  they  afked  him, 
whether  it  was  true  that  he  approved  of  thefe 
Dealings,  and  that  it  was  done  with  the  King's 
Confent   and  his  own  Knowledge,   but  that  he 
defired  to  lie  concealed  ?  At  this,  the  firft  Prefi- 
dent was  ftruck  with  the  Korrour  of  the  Fact ; 
and  told  them  that  he  knew  nothing  of  this,  and 
that  he  thought  that  it  was  likewife  unknown  to 
the  King  :  Therefore  that  they  would  do  wifely  to 
forbear  thofe  private  Meetings,  which  could  not 
but  give  great  offence  to  his  Majefty,  and  aim- 
ed only  at  the  Difturbance  of  the  publick  Peace. 
They  having    imparted   that  Anfwer  to    their 
Friends  and  Acquaintances,  many  took  a  Difguft 
to  thefe  Meetings ;  and  they  were  fuppreffed,  at 
leaft  lefs  frequent,  for   a  time.     Whereupon  the 
Guifes  refolved  to  try  whether  they  mould  not 
better  fucceed  in  the  Provinces,  and  they  begun 
by  Picardy.     A   little  time   after,  d'Hutnieres's 
Example  was  followed  by  the  Lord  Lewis  of  la 
Frimouilk,  who  was  at  variance,  with  the  Count 

of 
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Henrylll  0f  Lude,  a  faithfuJ  Servant  to  the  King  •,  that 
Pole  Gre-k°r^  having  a  great  Ltereft  in  Poitou  and.  Tou- 
goryXIII  raine^  prevailed  with  moft  part  of  the  Cities  and 
%0&jm*a  the  Nobility  of  thefe  Provinces  to  fubfcribe  the 
League  (a). 

Now  d'Humieres  having  fo  well  fucceeded  in 
Picardy,  Haplincour,  a  young  Lord  of  great  In- 
terest in  that  Country,  was  charged  with  engag- 
ing into  the  League  the  Inhabitants  of  Peronne, 
with  a  folemn  Oath  to  deny  Admittance  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde.  The  King  was  not  very  forry 
at  this  Denial,  tho*  it  was  a  Breach  of  his  Au- 
thority, and  an  Affront  put  upon  him,  but  he 
thought  that  by  thefe  means  he  would  be  re- 
leafed  from  his  Promifes  ;  however,  in  order  to 
appeafe  the  Prince,  he  gave  him  St.  John  of  An- 
gely  in  Xaintonge,  and  Cognac  in  Anvoumois. 
XCI.  Now  the  Tidings  of  the  League  Spreading  it- 
*The  Refor-  felf  every  where,  the  Reformed  were  ill  ufed  in 
ma  til  u-fhQ  Provinces  about  Paris,  Pamphlets  written  a- 
ny  Places,  gainft  them  were  difperfed  in  every  Place  •,  and 
whereas  they  were  allowed  by  the  late  Edict  to 
meet  together  for  divine  Worfhip  at  Places  two 
Leagues  diftant  from  that  City,  they  were  often- 
times affaulted  by  the  Mob  as  they  came  from 
Church ;  and  at  laft  frightened  by  the  terrible 
Threatnings  of  their  Enemies,  they  could  not 
enjoy  the  Privileges  granted  them. 

At  Rouen,  the  King  prefent,  Cardinal  of  Bour- 
lon,  Archbiihop  of  the  City,  came  into  the  Pul- 
pit, being  attended  by  forri'e  Bilhops,  and  fpoke 
to  the  Pe  opfe  there  afiembled  to  hear  a  Sermon ; 
he  exhorted  them  to  receive  him  as  their  true  and 
lawful  Paftor,  otherwife  they  would  find  at  their 
own  cofes  how  dangerous  it  was  to  adhere  to 
Sectaries,  and  forfake  the  Roman  Catholick 
Church. 

The 
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The  Bifhop  of  Paris*  Peter  of  Gondii  Embafiy  Henrylli; 
to  Rome,  was   likewife  very   ill   relifhed  by  the*5?";    . 
Reformed.     He  was  fent  thither  to  obtain  leave goVyXlir. 
of   the   Pope   for     mortgaging    fifty   thoufand «— -v-^** 
Crowns    of  the    Church-Rents,   in    the  Kind's 
Name.     For  they  faid,  To  what  purpofe   fuck 
an  Alienation  ?  Or  how  the  Pope  would  confent 
to  it,  if  it  was  not  upon  Condition  and  Promife 
that  that  Money  mould  be  laid  out  for  difcharg- 
ing  the  Expences  of  the  War,  to   be  carried  on 
againft  us  (b)  ?  Bsfides  which*  the  fccret  Commiffion 
of  that  Embajfador  was  foon  difcovered,  as  above- 
faid. 

Now  the  Reformed  being  forewarned  by  all  XCII. 
thefe  Steps,  they  betook  themfelves  to  look  more  K;-"g  °f 
narrowly  into   their  Affairs  ;     and    the   King  of  Na<vcXre 

t"€C£l7ltS 

Navarre*  who  had  of  late  made  a  publick  Re- 
cantation at  Niort*  protefting  that  whatever  he 
had  done  at  Paris  at  the  time  of  the  MafTacre, 
he  had  done  it  out  of  Fear  and  through  Con- 
ftraint,  and  againft  the  Conviction  of  his  own 
Confcience,  refolved  to  go  to  Rochelle*  having  He  coma 
fent  firfl:  Fefvaques  to  Court  to  bring  back  his  toRochelle^ 
own  Sifter  Catherine*  which  he  had  left  behind 
him  •,  whereto  the  King  having  confented,  fhe 
came,  and  met  her  Royal  Brother  in  Poitou. 
Then  he  fet  out,  and  after  many  Debates  at  Ro- 
chelle* and  with  great  ado,  he  was  admitted  into 
the  City,  on  the  28th  of  June,  with  his  Sifter, 
attended  only  by  fifty  Hcrfe  -,  and  was  received 
outwardly  with  great  Honours,  tho'  the  Rochel- 
lefe  entertained  ftill  great  Sufpicions  againft  him. 
Fervaques,  who  attended  the  King,  was  refuted 
Admittance,  being  fufpected  of  having  been  one 
of  the  Batchers  of  Paris  on  Bartholomew's  Day, 
which  Affront  he  highly  refented  ;  and  a  little 
time  aftsr  he  laid  down  his  Office  in  the  faid 
V.III.  Part  II.         K  King's 

{})  Idem,  ibid. 
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Henrylll.  King's  Houfhold,  his  Majefty  being  obliged  to 

1576.    confent  to  it,  in  order  to  blot  out  the  SufpicionS 

eoryXIIl"  wmcn  ^  Reformed  entertained  againft  himfelf, 

L—v— '  becaufe  of  the  too  great  Familiarity  he  kept  with 

that  Lord. 

Having  eftablifhed  his  Authority  in  that  City 
the  beft  he  could,   confidering   the   times,    he 

fet  out  on  the and  arrived  at 

Brouages,  where  he  was  moft  fplendidly  received 

by  Mirambeau,   Lord  of  that  Place.     Having 

heard  the  Complaints  of  Langozran,  concerning 

the  Government  of  Perzgueux,  whereof  he  had 

been  deprived,  he  went  two  Days  after  to  this 

Iaft  City,  to  fettle  the  Affairs  there. 

XCIII.       The  Prince  of  Conde  arrived  a  little  after,  and 

The  Prince  having  obtained  a  Convoy  of  the  King  of  Na- 

°J f me W to     varre>  he  arrived  at  Brouage  on  the  1  ft  of  Au- 

Rocbelle.    &u&  >    ^rom  thence  he  went  to  Rochelle,  where 

he  was  received  with  no   lefs  Pomp,  but   with 

greater  Chearfulnefs  than  the  King  of  Navarre. 

He  furveyed   the  Fortifications,  and  offered  his 

Services  to  the  Rockellefe,  in  the  moft  obliging 

manner  •,  having  ftayed  in  the  City  for  nine  or 

ten  Days,  he  went  to  St.  John   of  Angely,  and 

from  thence  to  Cognac. 

XCIV.       The  Duke  of  Anjou  wrote  likewife  to  the  Ro- 

lhfIiU0k?  chellefe>  and  to  (hew  them  hIs  GREAT  AFFEC- 
iuritlTto  flON  and  how  freely  he  intended  to  deal  with 
Rocbelle.  them,  he  defired  them  to  fend  him  the  Cannons 
they  had  taken  lately  at  Marans  to  put  them  in 
his  Caftle  of  Angers,  and  to  lend  him  a  certain 
Sum  of  Money.  But  the  Rochelkfe  excufed 
themfelves  from  either,  and  let  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  know,  that  as  to  the  Cannons,  they  had 
bought  them  at  fuch  a  Rate ;  and  as  to  the  Mo- 
ney, their  Mifery  was  fuch  that  they  could  fpare 
none. 

Some 
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Some  time  after   la  Boijfiere,    Brother  to   deHenrylU. 
Briffon,  mentioned    before  in    the    Year    1574,      JS76- 
flattering  himfelf  that  being  born  at  Fontenai  in  aorvXlII 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Rochelle,  he  was  neither  < — ^v-*-' 
unknown  to,  or  hated  by  the  Inhabitants,  came    XCV\ 
into  that  City.     He  made  the  Queen-Mother  to  Lra  Bol/: 

1  1  1        •         r  t      1       r  n       1     Jiere   come* 

hope,  that  having  town  J  ealouhes  amongtt  Vn.z  toRocbelle. 
Citizens,  he  would  improve  that  Opportunity 
for  embroiling  ;  but  the  Magistrates,  miftrufting 
that  crafty  Man's  Vanity,  fruftrated  his  Expec- 
tations. However,  that  he  might  boaft  that  he 
had  done  fomething,  he  obtained  Leave  to  have 
the  Exercife  of  the  Roman  Religion  reftored  ; 
which  had  been  intermitted  fince  the  laft  Siege, 
and  by  the  Mayor's  Authority,  he  caufed  Mafs 
to  be  laid  in  a  Church  which  ferved  for  a  Cafting- 
Houfe  for  Cannons  ;  but  very  few  befides  him- 
felf and  Servants  attended  it.  This  happened 
on  the  1 6th  of  September  (c). 

While  the  Prince  of  Conde  was   waiting   for    XCVI. 
Montagut,  whom  he  had  fent  to  Court  with  his  %e  Prin& 
Complaints  concerning  his  Government  of  Pi-  *  ,       r 
cardy,  and  the  Town   of  Peronne  %  he  received  femS0„o/ 
Intelligence   that  the  faid  Court  had  no  other","?/.  John 
View  than  of  fpinning  out  the  time,  and  of  dri  °f  A"geb 
ving  him  off  with  fair  Words  •,  and  that  he  would  ■£*'/"* 
be  deprived  too  of  the  Government  of  St.  John 
of  Angely,  by  the  fame  means  as  he  had  been  of 
the  Town  of  Peronne^  viz.  by  the  Faction  of  the 
Inhabitants  •,  and  it  was  rumoured  th.it  Biron  was 
to  come  very  foon,  under  pretence  of  making  up 
the  Differences,  but  indeed  for  ftrengthening  the 
Faction  by  his  Prefence.     Therefore  he  thought 
proper   to  prevent   him,  for  which   purpofe  he 
gave   Orders  to  Captain  de  Luce,    to  introduce 
fecretly  fome  Troops  into   St.  John  ,    by  which 
means  the  Tumult  already  raifed  was  appealed, 

K  2         .  ,    and 

(0  Thaan;  Lb.  63. 
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Henry  III.  and   the  Prince  took    pofTeflion  of   the   Place, 
157^-    which  remained  in  the  Hands  of  the  Reformed 

rope  Lire-  c  r± 

goryXlII.forever  after. 

e ^j—~>      The  King  of  Navarre  was  at  this  time  in 

XCVII.  Qnercx,  from  whence  having;  fent  Durfort,  Vif- 
fNS  count  °*  Duras,    to   Court  to   take  care  of   his 
ntflrre  ^Affairs   there,  he   came  to   Nerac,    where  the 
the  Prince  Prince  of  Conde  arrived  a  few  Days  after  to  con- 
meet  to-     fu]j-  together  about   the  propereft   means   of  re- 
%erac  °    mec^ymg  trie  Reformed 's  juft  Complaints.   They 
thought  proper,  before  all,  to  defire  Prince  Cafi- 
mir,  (who  was  ft  ill  in  Burgundy  with  his  Army* 
waiting  for  the  full  Performance  of  the  Articles 
agreed  with  him  by    the    late  Treaty)  to    fend 
fome  Deputies  to  Court,  to  demand  the  Redrefs 
of  the  Reformed's  Grievances,  and  the  Execution 
of  the  late  Edict. 
XCVIII.      Yhjg  the  faid  Prince  readily  granted;  he  fent 
fimir%nds^eoddrus Vieri  to  the  King,  with  very  ample  In- 
fome  De-  ftructions,  complaining  before   all  of  the  Non- 
putiis  to    performance  of  the  Articles   agreed   with    him 
Court.       three  or  four  Months  before,  of  the  Non-pay- 
ment of  the  Sums  due  to  him,  csV.  Then  he  fets 
forth  in  full  length  the  many  Grievances  of  the 
Reformed,    who    could    not   enjoy   the   Benefit 
granted  them  by  the  late  Edict ;  being  deprived 
in  many  Places  of  the   Liberty   of  meeting  to- 
gether for  divine  Worfhip,  and  in  other  Places 
fuch  as   Lyons,  Gien,  Havre  de  Grace,   Rouen, 
Metz,  Paris,  &c.  being  affaulted  by  the  Mob, 
countenanced  by  the  Governors,  and  other  Ma- 
gistrates :  That  the  Preachers    were  continually 
bawling  from  the  Pulpits,   and  exafperating  the 
People  againft  them  ;   that  they  were  bragging, 
that  the  Peace  would  not  laft  long  :    That  Jug- 
glers were  not  wanting,  running   from  place  to 
place,  who  faid,  that  Don  Juan  of  Affiria  would 
extirpate,  very  foon,   all  Hereticks   in  France. 

That 
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That   the  Edict  was  made  void,  by    new  and  HenryJir- 
cavillatorious  Interpretations  :  That  in  Normandy,  /w5  Gre_ 
the  Englifh  were  deprived  of  the  Liberty  of  Re-  goryXill. 
ligion  :  That  Judges  of  the  Reformed  Religion  >-— v—- ' 
had  not  been  fettled  as  yet  in  the  Parliaments  of 
the  Kingdom,  as  it  had  been  enafted  :  That  the 
Chancellor  had  refufed  to  admit  feveral  in  their 
Offices,   on  account  of  their  Religion  ;    and  fe- 
veral other  like  Complaints  were  exhibited  by  the 
Deputy  of  the  faid  Prince  to  the  King,  requiring 
in  his  Name  a  fpeedy  Redrefs  of  them  all. 

The  Kino;  anfwered,  that  he  was  vexed  to  the  XCTX. 
heart  that  his  Edict  was  not  executed  as  yet,  f r  'g  ' 
thro'  the  Heats  and  Animolities  of  the  Parties  •, 
but  that  he  would  take  care,  that  his  Reformed. 
Subjects,  as  well  as  himfelf,  mould  receive  a  due 
Satisfaction  upon  the  Articles  agreed  with  them. 
And  indeed,  as  it  was  the  King's  Intereft  not  to 
keep  any  longer  fuch  a  Gueft  in  his  own  Domi- 
nions, left  he  mould  join  again  his  Forces  with 
the  Reformed,  he  difpatched  Pompone  de  Bel- 
lievre  with  a  Sum  of  Money,  and  many  Jewels 
of  great  Value,  and  Hoftages  to  engage  the  Prince 
to  march  out  of  the  Kingdom  with  his  Army  j 
which  he  executed  at  laft,  and  Cafimir  brought 
him  as  in  Triumph  to  Heidelberg  (d).  At  the 
fame  time  Pibrac  was  fent  to  the  Duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  to  defire  him  in  the  King's  and  the  Duke 
of  Anjoifs  Name,  that  befides  the  Sureties  his 
Majefty  was  to  give  to  the  Germans,  he  would 
be  pleafed  to  enter  himfelf  a  Surety  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  five  thoufand  Crowns  of  Penfion  pro- 
mifed  to  Cafimir,  and  take  care  that  the  Money 
ihould  be  punctually  paid  at  Franc  fort  Fairs. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  had  likewife  charged       €\ 
Montagut,  to  demand  in  private,  that  the  King^l^i®^ 
would  be  pleafed  to  difcbarge  his  Debts,  and  to  2)^^. 

K  3  pay 

{d)   Idem,  ibid. 
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Hemylll  pay  him  the  late  Princefs  his  Confort's  Dowry, 
P  le  Gre-as  ^ls  Majefty  had   promifed  formerly,    having 
goryXIII  of  late  confirrned  his  Promife  by  Paul  de  Foix  •, 
i— ■ -y~-~ '  and  to  infift  upon  the  Edict's  Execution,  and  that 
the  Government  of  Picardy  fhould  be  put  into 
his  hands  •,  that  thofe  who  kept  Peronne  againft 
the  King's  Will,  mould  be  called  to  account,  and 
feverely  punifhed  for  it  -,  that  Han  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  Ofquerque  ;  that  the  Reformed  of  Metz 
fhould  enjoy  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion  ; 
that  Judges,    not    fufpected  by  the  Reformed, 
fhould  be  fettled  in  the  Parliaments  of  the  King- 
dom, as  it  had  been  enacted  by  the  Edict.     The 
King  anfwered  very  kindly  to  all  thefe  Demands, 
and  fent  back  Movtagut  loaded  with   many  fine 
Promifes   to  the  Prince  on    the    26th  of  Sep- 
tember. 
CT.  The  King  of  Navarre  having  received  notice 

The  King  0f  the  Queen-Mother,  that  fhe  would  come  very 
^     a~ ,    foon  into  Guienne  to  confer  with  him,  and  bring 

t'arre  de-  .  .  r  .  '  ~       ° 

nieJ  at      Margaret  his  Confort  with  her,  advanced  as  far  as 

Bourdeaux  Mon f err and ,not  far  fromBcurdeaux,  to  try  whether 
the  Parliament  and  the  Confuls  of  the  City  would 
admit  him  in  it  -,  but  he  miffed  his  aim,  and  in 
order,  to  prevent  a  Tumult,  he  thought  proper 
to  retire  to  Age  ft,  diflembling  the  Affront  he  had 
received.  The  Prince  had  received  an  Affront 
like  this  fome  time  before,  as  he  came  from 
Nerac  into  Xaintonge  ;  and  had  likewife  difTem- 
bled  it.  But  henceforward  that  Prince  refolved 
to  provide  for  his  own  Safety  ;  and  whereas  he 
thought  himfelf  not  fafe  enough  at  Cognac,  or 
St.Jchn  of  Angely,  becaufe  they  are  firuated  in 
the  middle  of  ^ie  Lands,  he  undertook  to  make 
CII.      himfelf  Mafter  of  Bronage,    a  SeaPoit  moil:  re- 

TJ.-e  Prince  nowned  for  its  Salt-pans. 

/MbL  lf       Francis  de  Mirambeau  was  Lord  of  that  Place. 

lircua/e.    James  his  Father,  for  feveral  good  Reafons,  had 

cauted 
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caufed  it  thirty  Years  ago  to  be  furrounded  with  Henry  III. 
a  ftrong  Wall,  and  had  named  it  James-Town  :  pl^7p 
Many  had  offered  him  and  his  Son  to  buy  itgofyXIIl" 
from  them,  but  till  then  he  had  excufed  himfelf;  v— y— * 
and  Francis  had  of  late  received  Orders  from 
the  King,  by  Lanfac,  either  to  keep  it  himfelf, 
or  if  he  had  a  mind  to  difpofe  of  it,  not  to  do  it 
without  giving  him  notice  of  it.  Now  the  Prince 
of  Condi  underftanding  that  Mirambeau  was 
ready  to  fet  out  for  Blots,  where  the  States  were 
to  be  held  by  the  middle  of  November  ;  and  that 
the  great  Expences  he  had  been  at  for  putting 
that  Place  in  good  Repair,  would  oblige  him  to 
fell  or  mortgage  it  •,  he  fent  for  him,  and  partly  by 
Threats  and  partly  by  fair  Words,  he  obliged  him 
to  yield  it  to  him  for  three  Months,  This  was 
tranfacted  on  the  1  ith  of  November  ;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  Prince  was  obliged  to  reftore 
to  him  the  Place,  with  the  Cannon  and  all  the  . 
Ammunition.  However,  if  there  was  any  War 
kindled,  on  account  of  Religion  immediately 
after  the  holding  of  the  States,  the  Prince  might 
keep  it  longer.  Such  were  the  Terms  whereto 
Mirambeau  confented,  not  fo  much  out  of  his 
own  free  Will,  as  out  of  Fear  and  Neceffity  ; 
for  he  knew  that  the  Rochellefe,  and  thofe  of 
Marans,  had  fent  Troops  clandeftinely,  which, 
by  the  Connivance  of  the  Inhabitants  with  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  had  been  admitted  into  Brouage  \ 
fo3  had  he  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to  thefe  Terms, 
he  was  in  danger  of  being  fhamefully  deprived 
of  that  Place.  For  which  caufe  he  bore  hence- 
forward a  grudge  to  the  Rocbellefe,  and  thofe 
of  Marans. 

The  Prince,  being  in  pofTeffion  of  Brouage^  >  CIII, 
had  a  mind  to  take  a  turn  to  Rochelle  ;   but  the  ^he  Prince 
Mayor  and   his  Council  wrote  to  his  Highnefs,^J0 ''iYad.- 
defiring  to  be  excufed  from  admitting  him,  2X- mated  int* 

K    4.  Edging  Rochelle. 
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Henrylll.  ledging  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  that  every 
T576-    one  expected  the  Confirmation  of  Peace  by  the 
poryXIII.  States  General,  therefore  they  durft  not  do  any 
t— -v— — '  thing  that  might  create  Jealoufies.     Thefe  things 
they  faid  in  publick  •,  but  the  truth   of  the  mat- 
ter was-,   that  the  Mayor  and  his  Party  repented 
heartily,   for   having  helped  the  Prince  to  the 
PofTeflion  of  Brouage ;    and    were  afraid,  left  he 
fhould  be  thereby  encouraged  to  attempt  things 
of     greater  moment,    even  againft  themfelves. 
He  refented  highly  that  Affront,   and  upbraided 
them  with  Ingratitude  5    having  no  Regard  for 
the  Prince  his  Father's  Memory,   who   loft   his 
Life  in  Defence  of  the  Common  Cause  ;    nor 
for  himfelf,  who  had  chearfully  expofed  himfelf 
for  the  fame  incereft.     However,    after    feveral 
hot  Debates  and  Altercations,  between  the  Mayor,, 
his  Adherents,  and  the  Captains  and  Citizens,    it 
was  at  laft  refolved  in  an  Aflernbly  of  the  People, 
held   on    23d  of  November,    that    the    Prince 
mould  be  admitted,   provided  he  would  promife 
to  make  nc  Alteration  in  their  Privileges,   one  of 
the  principal  of  which  was,  to  have  no  Governor. 
In  pursuance  whereof,  Odet  de  Nort  and  Peter 
Bobineau  were  deputed  to  his  Highnefs,  to  make 
excufe   for  whatever  was  pair  -,    and   to    intreat 
him  to    come  into  the  City  with  his  Houihold 
only,  and  the  fmalleft  Attendance  poiTible.  Accor- 
dingly he  with  Monigommeryy  Mouy,  Montagut, 
and  a  few  others,  failed  from  Brouage^  and  with 
a  frefh  Gale  he  arrived  in  fix  Hours  at  Rcchelle  ; 
being  not  expected  fo  foon,  he  was  received  in  a 
great  hurry,  the  Captains  running  to  the  Port,, 
while  the  Mayor  attended  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Corporation  met  him  in.  the  Streets. 
His  Speech     The  next. Day,  the  Council  being  afiembled* 
axdybm-  he  made  a  very  fine  Speech  unto  them,  and   let 
t/SeCoutuil  &em  know,  that  tho'  lie  was  willing  to  forgive 

intirefy 
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entirely  the  late  Affront  they  had  put  upon  him,  Henrylll. 
neverchelefs  he  defired  them  for  his  own  Satif-  p0^7Qre_ 
faction  to  declare  plainly  what  Reafons  they  had  <r0ryXIII. 
had  for  being  fo  rude  with  him.     To  which  the  \ 
Mayor,  after  many  repeated  A  durances  of  Re- 
fpecl  and  Duty  to  his  Highnefs,  told  him,   that 
he  had  been  himfelf  for  what  had  been  done,  be- 
caufe  they  had  been  forewarned  by  their  Corre- 
fpondents  of  Poitiers^  Niort,  Fontenai,  and  other 
Places  of  Lower  Poitcu-,  that  if  the  Prince  was  ad- 
mitted the  Catholick  Leaguers  would  tak;e  this 
opportunity  for  renewing  Hoftilities,  being  much 
exafperated   at   his  Highnefs's  late  Tranfa&ion 
with  Mirambeau  for  Brouage  \  and  that  they  had 
been  put  into  fuch  a  miferable  Condition  by  the 
late  Wars,   that  the   very  Name  of  War  v/as 
dreadful  to  them  •,  therefore    he  humbly  defired 
his  Highnefs  to  forgive  whatever  was  pad,   and 
to  receive  him  into  his  Favour. 

Then  the  Prince  aiked  again,  whether  the 
Letters  he  had  received  of  the  Mayor  had  been 
written  with  the  Citizens  Confent?  Being  an- 
fwered  in  the  Negative,  he  replied,  that  he  was 
very  glad  that  fuch  things  had  been  done  only 
\yy  four  or  five  Confpirators,  whereof  God  would 
f)e  the  Avenger.  Whereto  he  added,  that  he 
was  come  amongft  them,  to  confult  about  their 
own  Safety  •,  and  that  there  were  three  Things 
Which  deferved  their  mature  Confideration,  firii 
the  Duke  of  AnjotCs  Reunion  with  the  Court, 
then  the  Queen- Mother's  Journey  into  Guienne, 
and  laftly  the  League  of  the  Catho licks,  who 
were  making  great  Preparations  for  War  in  fe- 
vera!  Places,  and  held  fecret  Aflemblies  for  di- 
{turbing  the  publick  Tranquillity.  That  as  to 
the  two  flrft  Points,  his  Opinion  was,  to  fend 
fome  Deputies  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and  his 
Mother,  with  Orders  to  infill:  upon  the  Execu- 
tion 
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Henrylll.  tion  of  the  late  Edict ;  and  as   to  the  third,   he 

■576-    thought  that  their  beft  way  was  to  oppofe  fuffi- 

J  ^XIJj"cient  Forces  to  thefe  factious  People,  to   renew 

v  —  ^-^_}  their  Aflbciation,  and  in  the  mean  while  to  watch 

narrowly  upon  themfelves^  and  be  ready    at  all 

events. 

The  next  day  having  taken  them  into  his 
Clofet,  he  told  them,  that  he  had  received  Let- 
ters from  fome  Friends  at  Court,  whereby  he 
was  made  acquainted  with  a  fecret  Plot  formed 
againft  them,  and  that  he  was  come  purpofely 
to  prevent  the  Effects  thereof.  Whereupon  thofe 
who  were  fufpected  were  forbidden  to  ftir  out  of 
the  City  ;  but  they  having  required  that  their 
Accufers  mould  be  named,  and  faying  that  this 
was  only  a  Calumny  fpread  by  their  Enemies, 
who,  defpairing  to  be  ever  able  to  feize  upon  the 
City  as  long  as  the  Citizens  mould  live  together 
in  Union  and  Concord,  endeavoured  to  deftroy 
them  by  Divifions  and  Jealoufies  ;  Captain  Par- 
celle  was  named  by  the  Prince,  as  one  of  the  In- 
formers ;  who  being  defired  to  declare  what  he 
knew  of  the  Plot,  refufed  it  till  proper  Judges 
fhould  be  appointed  for  taking  cognizance  of 
the  Matter.  At  laft,  as  no  Proof  appeared  a- 
gainft  them,  by  the  Prince's  Advice  they  were 
honourably  acquitted  ;  and  fo  having  cleared 
themfelves  of  thefe  Sufpicions,  the  Citizens 
were  reconciled  one  to  another,  and  the  Dif- 
putes  between  the  Officers  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  were  fupcrfeded 
for  a  time,  ha  Popeliniere  adds,  that  the  Prince 
remonftrated  to  the  Rochellefe,  that  they  were  in, 
the  wrong  not  to  fend  their  Deputies  to  the  States 
General  then  afTembled  at  Blois,  and  that  it  was 
to  be  feared  left  the  well  intentioned  for  the  Pub- 
lick  Good  fhould  be  overpowered  by  the  ill.  But 
this  is  a  Suppofition  which  fquares  very  ill  with 

the 
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the  Prince's  Opinion  of  thefe  States,  and  his  own  Henrylll. 
Conduct  in  that  refpect,  as   we  mall  fee  pre-  p  *^;e_ 
fently  (e).  x   goryXIII. 

Now  tho'  the  time  appointed  for  holding  the «— -y-^-J 
General  States  was  come,  neverthelefs  the  Hofti-    CIV: 
lities  were  renewed  on  both  fides,   and  in  feveral  /^J^f| 
Places,  which  occasioned  the  fixth    Civil  War.  CiwlWar^ 
The  Beginning  of  thefe   Commotions  was   in 
Languedoc.     Captain  Luynes,    Governor  of  the 
Bridge  of  Holy  Ghoft  upon  the  Rhone,  fufpecting 
that  Thore  Brother  to  the  Marfhal  Damville,  af- 
fifted  by  fome  of  the  Confederates,    had    had  a 
mind  to  feize  upon  the  Place  during  his  Abfence ; 
(he  was  gone  to  Court,  and  it  was   ftrongly  re- 
ported that  he  had  been  bribed    by  the  Queen- 
Mother,  and   acted  by   her   Orders)    therefore 
being  arrived  at  home  he  fet  a  Guard  upon  thofe 
which  he  fufpected,  and  even  upon   Thore  him- 
felf,  whom  however  he  fuffered  to  make  his  E- 
fcape,  conniving  at  it.     As  foon    as  Thore  was 
retired  to  Bagnols,  he  wrote  to  his  Brother  Dam- 
ville, whatever  had  happened  at   the  Bridge  of 
Holy  Ghoft.     That  Marfhal's  Lady  was   at  this 
time  at  Court,  where  fhe  was  much  cajoled  by 
the  Queen- Mother  ;  fhe  wrote  every  Day  to  her 
Husband,   and  her  Letters  were  always   full  of 
Expreffions   of  the    King's  Good-will    towards 
him,  whereof  he  was  to  feel  the  Effects  as  foon 
as  fhe  mould  be  come  back  into  Languedoc  •,  and 
indeed  tiil   now  he  had  been  deceived  by  thefe 
Letters,  but  being  amazed  at  Luynes's  bold  Be- 
haviour,   he   altered    his  mind,  judging  rightly, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Court's  fecret  Or- 
ders, he  would  never  have  been  fo  daring  as  to 
attempt  any  fuch   things   of    his  own    accord. 
Therefore   he  wrote  immediately  to  the  King 
of  Navarre,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  Fact,  and 

to 
[e]  Thuan.  lib.  63.     Popelin.  liv.  41. 


1 40     Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation^  and  of  the  Vo  l  .III. 

Henrylll.to  defire  him  to  join  his  Endeavours  with  his 
„  J57|-  own,  to  obtain  from  Court  a  reafonable  Satif- 
coryXIII.  fa&ion  and  Liberty  of  punifhing  exemplarily 
v— v— ^  LuyneSy  and  his  Adherents  •,  but  he  perfevered 
not  long  in  that  Humour,  being  foon  appeafed 
by  his  Lady's  Letters,  whereby  ihe  excuied  the 
Fad:,  and  renewed  the  King's  fair  Promifes.  So 
that  a  little  time  after,  fearing  left  his  laft  Letters 
to  the  King  of  Navarre  mould  occafion  fome 
Difturbance  in  Guienne,  he  wrote  again  to  him, 
and  told  him,  that  every  thing  was  now  paci- 
fied in  Languedoc  ;  and  that  it  was  not  worth 
the  while  to  carry  things  any  further,  for  the 
temerity  of  fuch  a  Man  as  de  Luynes.  But  it 
was  too  late  ;  for  the  Rumour  of  that  Event 
having  been  fpread  in  Xaintonge  and  Poitoii, 
both  Parties  took  up  their  Arms :  Pons,  Roy- 
am,  Merpiri)  Talmond,  Marans,  and  fome  others, 
were  feized  and  garifoned  by  the  Reformed. 
The  Catholicks  on  their  fide  were  not  idle, 
Lander eau  and  others  feized  upon  Montcgut^ 
tfilmont  upon  Jouare,  &c.  (/) 
CV.  The  King  of  Navarre  acquainted  the  Prince 

King  of  ^  0f  Conde  with  the  laft  Letters  of  Damville,  de- 
ctmtort  *  ^r'n§  ^'im  to  reft°re  every  thing,  as  much  as 
mem  on  poflible,  in  the  fame  Condition  they  were  in  be- 
tbis  occa-  fore  the  firft  Letters  •,  whereto  the  Prince  com- 
fion-  plied,  as  much  as  he  could  ;    whereof  he  feat 

Notice  to  Court  by  la  Popeliniere,  who  fet  out 
for  that  Purpofe  on  the  27th  of  January,  1577, 
and  was  gracioufly  received. 

On  the  21ft  of  December  the  King  of  Na- 
:\zrre  directed  circular  Letters  to  the  Nobility  of 
his  own  Government  of  Guienney  to  acquaint 
them  of  the  fad  Condition  they  were  in  through 
tiie  Wickednefs  of  their  Enemies,  and  exhorting 
them  to  perform  their  Duties  on  this  Occauon: 

that. 

(/)  Thuanus,  ibid. 
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that  Letter  deferves,  for  feveral  Reafons,  to  be  Henrylll. 
taken  notice  of;  therefore  I  have  tranfcribed  it  » J52?* 
here  Word  for  Word.  goryXIIL 

Gentlemen, 

*  Oilnce  it  has  pleafed   God,    after  fo  many  His  Letter 
1  O   Calamities,  Confufions  and  Devaluations,  *°  the^°~ 

*  occafioned  by  the  Civil  Wars  in  this  Kingdom,  QujLZ. 

*  to   move   his  Majefty   my  Sovereign  Lord's 

*  Heart  with  CompafTion  for  fo  long  and  con- 

*  tinual  Miferies,  and  incline  him  to  publifh  his 
'  late  Edict  of  Peace,  every  one  may  have  {qqtl 
4  plainly  that  my  Actions  and  whole  Comport- 
'  ment  aimed   at  nothing  elfe  but  to  have  the 

*  faid  Edict  fettled  and  executed  in  my  own 
6  Government,  to  oblige  the  Nobility,   and  the 

*  Cities  through  which  I  have  pafled,  to  promife 

*  publickly  to  obferve  and  keep  it,  to  treat 
'  equally  all  his  Majefty's  Subjects,  either  Ca- 
'  tholicks  or  Reformed,  and  adminifter  Juftice 
4  unto  them,  without  any  Partiality,  in  a  word, 
'  to  make  them  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  the  Peace, 
*■  fo  far,  that  I  have  obliged  fome  of  the  Re- 
'  formed  to  reftore  to  the  Catholicks  certain 
'  Houfes  and  Places  which  were  ftiil  in  their 
'  pofleffion,  tho'  fome  of  them  (Catholicks)  de- 
'  tained  ftill  my  own.     This  I  have   done,  in 

*  order  to  fet  an  Example  to  others  of  a 
'  fmcere  and  thorough  Reunion  amongit  our- 
'  felves,    whereto    a    general    Difpofition    was 

*  perceived  in  this  Country,  till  the  Lord 
'  Admiral,  (the  Count  of  Villars)  incenfed  with 
'  Hatred   and   Paffion,    and  charged   with   In- 

*  ftructions  from  thofe  who  think  not  themfelves 
'  able  to  compafs  their  Ends  better  than  by  the 

*  Continuation  and  renewing  of  Troubles  and 

*  Confufions,  and  by   kindling  again   the  Civil 

*  Wars,  is  come  on  purpofe  to   low  Divisions 

*  and 
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Henrylll.  f  and  to  create  Jealoufies  amongft  us.  He,  at 
Pole  Ge-'  ^s  cominS»  having  Correfpondence  with  five 
goryXIlf.6  or  ^x  turbulent  Spirits  of  Bourdeaux,  the  chief 
City  of  my  Government,  has  been  the  Advifer 
and  Author  of  their  conftant  keeping  a  Guard 
much  ftronger  than  in  time  of  War,  and  of 
their  denying  me  Admittance,  when  I  parTed 
hard  by,  on  my  Way  to  Cognac,  to  meet 
the  Queen  Mother,  becaufe  they  had  been 
given  to  underftand,  that  I  intended  to  feize 
upon  their  City  *,  which  is  utterly  falfe,  and 
an  impudent  Calumny  and  Imposition  :  for 
if  I  ever  had  fuch  a  Defign,  I  could  not  defire 
a  better  Opportunity  for  executing  it,  than 
when  I  was  invited  by  the  Deputies  of  the 
Parliament,  and  of  the  Corporation,  to  come 
into  it ;  which  I  delayed  to  do,  feeing  they 
had  chearfully  received  and  accepted  the  EdicT: 
of  Peace,  whereby  I  thought  that  my  Prefence 
was  not  requifite  for  that  Purpofe.  Befide9 
which,  being  attended,  at  the  very  time  of 
their  Denial,  by  the  Marfhal,  and  Lords  of 
Montluc,  BiroHy  de  Lauzun,  de  Gondrmy  de, 
St.  Ormis,  and  feveral  other  Catholick  Lords 
and  Gentlemen,  and  the  Admiral  himfelf,  is  it 
likely  that  I  would  or  could  attempt  any  fuch 
thing,  or  that  the  above-faid  Lords  would 
have  lent  me  a  helping  hand  for  the  Execu- 
tion ?  But  it  is  more  credible  and  certain, 
that  thofe  Calumniators  have  no  fuch  Zeal 
and  AfTeclion  for  the  King  my  Lord's  Service, 
the  Prefervation  of  his  Royal  Authority,  the 
Stability  of  his  Crown,  as  I  have,  who  am 
more  concerned  in  thefe  things  than  they. 
Since  that,  the  {kid  Admiral,  not  content  with 
thefe  firft  Broils,  has  fent  Notice  to  feveral  of 
the  Catholick  Nobility  in  this  Country,  to 
keep  themfelves  in  Readinefs,  with  their  Arms 
3  '  and 
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and  Horfe.     And,    on  the  other  hand,  the  Henrylll. 
Town   of  Holy  Ghofi  has  been  lately  feized,  _  J57»* 
with  the  Lord  of  Thore,  and  the   Gentlemen  goryXIIl" 
of  his  Retinue,  by  Captain  de  Luynes.    Which  w 
had  obliged  me,  to  my  great  Grief,  and  a- 
gainft  my  firft  Refolution,    to  alter  my   Mea~ 
fures,  and  to  provide  in  this  City  (Agen)  for 
the  Safety  of  my  own  Perfon,  left  I  mould  be 
expofed  to  the  fame  Danger.     And  whereas, 
Gentlemen,  thefe  Things  might  be  confidered 
as  the  Beginnings  and  Fore-runners  of  fome 
Alteration  in  the  publick  Peace,  and  that  we 
have  too  often  tried,  at  our  own  Cofts,  that 
all  our  Wars  and   Divifions  have  ferved  only 
to  reduce   us  oftentimes  to  this  fad  Extremity 
of  feeing  the  whole  Kingdom  brought  to  the 
Brink  of  its  utter  Ruin  :    Do   we  but  begin 
again,  we  muft  expect  nothing  lefs  than  to  fee 
an  inextinguifhable  Fire,  and  an  irreconcilable 
War  kindled  again  all  over  France,  and  con- 
fequently  an  unavoidable  Ruin.     It  is  time  to 
open  our  Eyes,  and  not  let  ourfelves  be  de- 
ceived  by  the  ufual  Artifices ;    it  is  time  to 
forefee  the  dreadful  Hurricane  which  already 
threatens  us,   and  to  prevent  it  by  all  honeft 
and   lawful  Means,  as  it  will  be  eafy  for  us, 
were  we  but   willing  and   well    intentioned  : 
For  fince  the  King  my  Lord  hath  fufficiently 
declared,  that  he  defires  the  Obfervation  of 
his  Edict,  which  is  a  Law  of  Union  folemnly 
made  upon  the  publick  Faith  and  Authority, 
and    that    his    Intention    is,    that    every   one 
mould  live  in   Peace  and  Tranquillity,   it  is 
requisite  that  you  all  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry, 
Clergy,  and  Commoners,  mould  come  to  an 
Agreement  to  have  his  Majefty  obeyed,  and 
to  fee  that  his  Intention  and  Declaration  mould 
be  followed  and  executed.     And   whereas  the 

«  People's 
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People's  Prefervation,  Quiet  and  Safety,  is 
the  moft  jufb  and  equitable  of  all  Laws  ap- 
proved by  God  and  Men,  we  muft  employ 
ourfelves  with  all  our  Might  to  fo  ufeful  and 
necefiary  a  Work,  oppofe  ourfelves  to  whatever 
might  be  contrary  to  the  Publick  Peace,  and 
refill:  unanimoufly  all  thofe  who  fhail  en- 
deavour to  create  Jealoufies  and  Miftrufts  a- 
mongft  ourfelves,  without  letting  ourfelves 
be  prepofTeiTed  by  a  falfe  Shew  and  Pretence 
of  Religion,  of  the  King's  Service,  of  the 
Publick  Good,  wherewith  they  have  covered 
tQ,o  often  their  wicked  Defigns  :  for  Religion 
is  ^m planted  in  Mens  Hearts  by  the  Strength 
of  Argument,  by  Perfuafion,  and  is  confirmed 
by  gocd  Examples  of  a  fober  Life,  not  by  the 
Sword,  nor  by  Force  of  Arms.  We  are  Frenchr 
men  all  of  us,  all  Country- men  •,  therefore  we 
muft  agree  together  in  a  friendly  way,  and  not 
by  Rigour  and  Cruelty,  which  ferve  but  to  exaf- 
perate  Men.  As  to  the  Service  to  the  King  my 
Lord,  Ave  cannot  do  any  thing  better  nor  more 
feafonable  at  this  Time,  than  by  fettling  in 
his  own  Kingdom  a  folid  and  lading  Peace, 
and  reuniting  together  the  Hearts  and  Wills 
of  his  Subjects ;  by  which  means  the  full 
Obedience  due  unto  him  fhall  be  paid  ;  which 
Obedience  is  the  Glory  of  his  Crown,  where- 
by he  fhall  be  refpected  by  us  all,  efteemed  by 
his  Allies  and  Friends,  and  dreaded  by  his 
Enemies.  Every  one  might  have  feen  that 
the  greater!:  Efforts  made  till  now  by  the 
Civil  Wars,  and  with  fuch  exceflive  Expences, 
that  the  King's  Exchequer  is  quite  exhaufted, 
and  the  Kingdom  reduced  to  the  utmoft  Po- 
verty, together  with  all  the  Means  lawful  and 
unlawful  put  in  ufe  for  extirpating  the  Re- 
formed,   have  had   no    other  ErTecl   but   of 

'  drowning 
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drowning  the  Kingdom  in  its  own  Blood,  of  Henry  I II. 
filling  it  with  Fire,  Cruelties,  and  Injuftices,  „  I57~' 
ofexpofing  the  King's  Subjects  to  be  a  Prey  gpryXHI. 
to  the  Licentioufnefs  of  Thieves  and  Robbers, 
and  of  kindling  more  and  more  the  Wrath  of 
Almighty  God  againft  us ;  and  the  wifefl 
fort  of  Men  do  acknowledge  at  this  day,  that 
they  (the  Reformed)  cannot  be  ruined  but  by 
the  total  Ruin  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  As  tq 
the  Publick  Good,  after  fo  many  Ruins  and 
Devaluations,  it  cannot  be  procured,  according 
to  the  wilePt,  but  by  a  long  and  lading  Peace, 
which  only  can  reftcre  the  Kingdom  to  its, 
ancient  Lustre  and  Splendor,  Wealth  and 
Profperity,  &c.  Let  us  then"; take  that  good  and 
necefTary  Reiblution,  my  Lords,  and  provide 
for  our  general  Prefervation  againft  the  Un- 
derdealings  and  Artifices  of  the  Enemies  of 
our  Reft.  And  I  do  fwear  before  God,  who 
is  our  Judge,  and  who  knows  the  moft  fecret 
Thoughts  of  our  Hearts,  that  I  will  maintain 
and  protect  you  all,  under  the  King's  Autho- 
rity ;  I  will  oppofe,  with  all  my  Might, 
and  put  a  Stop,  with  your  and  the  Crown- 
Officers  Advice,  and  the  Council  of  the 
chief  Lords,  true  Lovers  of  Peace,  that  are 
in  this  Country,  to  all  Violences  and  Op- 
pressions ;  I  will  caufe  Juftice  to  be  adminiftred 
impartially  to  every  one  ;  and  dealing  with  you 
all  with  the  like  Affection  and  Tendernefs, 
you  mail  be  for  ever  as  dear  unto  me  as  my 
own  Life  ;  and  I  will  profecute  with  you  all 
thofe  who  mall  attempt  to  trouble  our  Publick 
Union,  for  which  I  mail  not  fpare  my  own 
Life,  nor  any  of  the  Means  which  God  Al- 
mighty has  put  into  my  Hands.  I  pray  to 
him,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  keep  you  all, 
my  Lords,  under  his  Almighty  Protection- 
V.III.  Part  II.  L  4  Done 
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Henrylll.  <  Done    at    Agen ,     the    21ft    of    December, 

goryXIII. 

^— v— '  This  Letter  had  its  defired  Effect.  That 
Prince,  by  his  whole  Deportment,  had  fo  far 
gained  the  Nobility  and  the  People's  Affections, 
that  every  one  ftrove  to  obey  his  Orders,  and 
deemed  themfelves  happy  under  his  Govern- 
ment. And  indeed  his  Equity  and  Impartiality 
went  fo  far,  that  he  altered  many  Things  in  his 
own  Dominions  of  Beam  and  Low  Navarre,  m 
the  Catholicks  behalf,  which  had  been  ordered 
otherwife  by  Queen  Jane  his  Mother. 

I  mail  mention  here  a  remarkable  Thing  which 
happened  about  this  Time,  when  the  Catho- 
licks and  Reformed  were  feizing  upon  one  an- 
other :  The  Town  of  Villefranche  in  Peri%ordy 
and  that  of '  Montpafier,  being  of  different  Partys, 
were  watching  a  proper  Opportunity  of  attack- 
ing each  other  ;  it  happened  fo,  that  on  the 
fame  Night  they  both  attempted  to  execute 
their  Defigns,  unknown  to  one  another,  they 
both  fent  what  Troops  they  had  out  of  the 
Town  for  that  purpofe ;  and  what  was  more 
ftrange  is,  they  both  fucceeded  in  their  At- 
tempt, thofe  of  Villefranche  feized  upon  Mont- 
f  after,  and  thefe  upon  Villefranche  ;  fo  that  they 
were  both  feized  and  plundered  almoft  at  the 
fame  Hour :  whereat  being  much  furprized  the 
next  Morning,  by  the  Interposition  of  their 
Friends,  they  agreed  that  every  one  mould  re- 
ftore  to  the  Owner  what  belonged  unto  him* 
and  fo  it  was  done  (Jo). 
QYt.  The  King,  by  his  Letters  Patent  of  the  16th 
Tbe  Khfs  of  Auguft,  dated  at  Paris,  had   appointed   the 

Summons   General  States  at  Blois,  for  the  middle  of  No- 

for  t I.h  L>e-  .  1 

J      ,  vember, 

Sf**"'  (?)  La  Pope?,  llv.  42.     (/•)  Mcmoires  de  Sully,  Tom.  I. 
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vember,  and  came  to  Blois  about  that  time,  viz.  HenryllL 
the  9th  or  TO'.h  rmber,   with  the  Queen  pI57£>* 

his  Mother,  and  the  Duke  of  Anjou  his  Brother.  goryXIIl" 
Whereas  the  coming  of  the  faid  Duke  to  Court  t— -v— ^ 
was  much  questioned  in  the  Provinces ;  the  King 
had  directed  his  Letters  of  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber to  their  refpeclive  Governors  and  Lieute- 
nants, to  give  them  Notice  thereof,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  his  earneft  Inclination  for  fettling 
a  folid  and  lafting  Peace  in  his  Kingdom,  for 
which  Purpofe  he  was  going  to  Blois  with  his 
Brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  to  hold  the  Ge- 
neral States  at  the  appointed  Time. 

Being  arrived  at  Blois^   having  allowed  Time    CVlt. 
to  the  Deputies  for  coniidering  of  their  refpec-  ®Penin&  °f 
tive  Inductions,  and  comparing  them  together,  sfa/*' 
after  the  Debates  arifen  amongft  them  about  the 
Precedency  had  been  fettled  in  the  King's  Coun- 
cil,   the  three  Orders,    Nobility,    Clergy,    and 
Commons  met,  on  the  3d  of  December,  at  three 
feveral  Places,  the  Nobility  in  the   City  Cafile^ 
the  Clergy  in  the  Church  of  St.  Sauveur^  and 
the  Commons  in  the  Tozvn-boufe. 

Then  after  Proceffions,  Prayers,  and  Failings, 
the  firfl  Sefnon  began  ori  the  6th  of  the  fame 
Month ;  when  the  King,  attended  by  his  Mo- 
ther and  his  own  Gonfort,  the  Catholick  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  the  Dukes  of  Mercceur,  Brother 
to  the  Queen  reigning,  the  Dukes  of  Mayenne, 
Ufez,  and  feveral  other  Lords  and  Peers  of 
France,  pulled  off  his  Cap  at  firft,  and  made  a. 
very  fine  Speech,  of  Morvilliers  Biihop  of  Or- 
leans's Compoiition,  as  it  was  rumoured. 

He  lamented  the  wretched  State  of  the  King-  The  King's 
dom,   and  faid,  That  he  was  in  hopes  that  fuch  Speech. 
a  noble  Company  would  find   proper  Remedies 
to  reftore  it  to  its  former  Splendor.     He  added, 
that  the  Minority  of  his  Brother  Charles  and  his 

L  2  own 
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Henrylll.own  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Civil  Wars,  were 
pVc  e  ^"ufficient  enough  for  justifying  them  from  any 
ooryXIII.  Imputation  of  being  the  Authors  and  Abettors 
1— -v— '  of  them  :  He  extolled  to  the  Sky  the  Prudence 
of  his  Mother,  in  the  Government  of  the  King- 
dom ;  her  Love  for  her  own  Children,  her  La- 
bours for  pacifying  the  Troubles  of  the  King- 
dom, her  Good- will  for  making  the  People  eafy. 
He  allured  them,   that  he   had  no  other  Inten- 
tion but  to  procure  the  Welfare  and  Profperity 
of  his  Subjects,  the  Miferies  of  whom  touched 
him  fo  much   to  the  quick,  that  he   would    re- 
deem them  with   his  own  Blood.     He  intreated 
the  whole  AfTembly   to  afTift   him  in  that  holy 
Refolution,  and  to  confider  of  the  proper  means 
for  difcharging  the  Debts  of  his  Crown  ;  which 
amounted  to  above  twenty-five  Millions  of  Pounds 
Sterling  ( a  prodigious  Sum  for  that  time  !  )   and 
to  be  ftrictly  united  to  root  out  all  Seeds  of  Par- 
tiality, reforming  Abufes,  reftofing   Juftice  and 
Integrity,  purging  his  Kingdom  of  all  bad  Hu- 
mours, and  to  reftore  it  to  its  ancient  Wealth 
and  Strength. 
The  Chan-     Then  Chancellor  de  Biragues,  having  Orders  to 
teller's      ]et  them  know  further  the  King'sWill,  after  he  had 
Speech.      excufe(j  himfelf  for  being  fo  little  fkilled  in  the 
Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  becaufe   he  was  a  Fo- 
reigner, and  then  feventy  Years  old,    {What  can 
be  expecled  from   a  Government,  the  frji  Magif- 
trate  whereof  accufes    himfelf    of   Incapacity  ? ) 
made  however  a  long  and  tedious  Speech,   con- 
cerning the  King's  great  Authority  and  Power, 
the  Queen- Mother's  Care,   Prudence,    Sagacity, 
and  great  Attention  for  fo  many  Years,  to  pro- 
cure the  Safety   and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom  •, 
then  he  exhorted  the  three  Orders   to  make  ufe 
of  their  beft  Endeavours,  to   afiift   the  King   in 
this  Occurrence,  and  to  find  Money. 

The 
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The  Deputies  of  the  three  Orders   returned  Henrylll. 
their  moft  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  the    1 57^. 
King  for    his  moft   gracious  Speech,    and  pro-  poryXlll" 
mifed  his  Majefty  to  do  whatever  lay  in  their  t—y— *j 
power,    for  anfwering  the  Expectations  of  the 
whole   Kingdom.     So  ended  the   firft   Seftion. 
Before  we  proceed  any  further,  it  will   be  very 
proper  to  mew  forth,  in  few  words,   the  ways 
and  means  put  in  ufe  in   the  Election   of  the 
Members  of  that  AfTembly,    and   for  obliging 
them,  when  afiembled,  to  comply  to   whatever 
was  propofed  by  the  Guifian  Faction,'  or  at  leaft 
to  remain  neuters. 

i°.  The  Convocation  of  the  particular  States  Nullities 
in  moft  of  the  Towns,   Boroughs  and  Villages,  agai*ft  the 
for  electing  their  Reprefentatives  to  the  General  tate" 
Aflembly,  inftead  of  being  made   in  a  publick 
way,  was  dpne  clandeftinely  through  the  Wicked- 
nefs  of  fome  Magiftrates  ;    fummoning  only  at 
the  Prones  or  Maries  thofe  of  the  Catholick  Re- 
ligion, knowing  very    well  that  the  Reformed 
were  not  prefent  in  thofe  Places  :  They  were  not 
only  not  fummoned  as  they  ought  to  have  been, 
fince  they  were  Members   of  the   Society,   and 
moft  concerned  in  whatever  was  to  be  refolved 
in  the  General  States,  but  they  were  roughly  de- 
nied Admittance   in  thefe  private  States  when- 
ever they  offered  to  come  in. 

20.  The  three  Orders  were  afiembled  at  the 
fame  place,  whereas  in  the  former  times  each 
Order,  Nobility,  Clergy  and  Commons,  had  its 
feparate  Piace,  where  they  met  together  to  con- 
fider  the  Inftructions  they  were  to  give  to  their. 
Reprefentatives  ;  and  that  was  done  fo  on  pur- 
pofe  that  each  Order  might  be  at  liberty  to  bring 
their  Grievances  and  Complaints  one  againft  an- 
other, if  they  had  any,  to  be  redreffed  by  the 
General  States ;  whereas  on  this  occafion  the  Com - 
L  3  m  oners 
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Herrylll.  moners  durft  not  complain  againft  the  Nobility, 

'5"6;     anci   both   the   Nobility   and  Commoners  were 

Pope  Ure-  .  .  „     .     <_.  ' 

goryXIII. awed  bY  the  Clergy. 

1  30.  Formerly  they  voted,  either  by  fetting  a 
Mark  upon  a  Sheet  of  Paper,  or  by  naming  the 
Perfon  at  the  Ear  of  one  appointed  for  receiving 
their  Votes  •,  but  on  this  occafion  they  were 
obliged  to  vote  loudly,  whereby  the  Voter  was 
expofed  to  the  hatred  of  the  Candidate,  whom 
he  rejected. 

40.  When  it  happened  at  this  Election  in  fe- 
veral  Places,  as  it  was  the  cafe  in  Vermandois  and 
at  Eft ampes,  that  a  Reformed  had  been  elected, 
he  was  rejected  either  by  the  Governor  of  the 
Province,  or  the  Magistrate  of  the  Place,  and 
his  Procurations  declared  void,  only  on  account 
of  his  Relic  ^on  -,  nay,  Fontaines  Martel,  tho'  a 
Catholick,  but  a  true  Lover  of  Peace,  elected  for 
the  Bayliwick  of  Caux,  was  infulted  and  very 
ill  tifed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Country  *,  be- 
caufe  he  fpoke  his  own  mind  freely,  and  oppofed 
thoSe  who  trod  under  their  feet  the  ancient  Laws 
and  the  Ufap;.^  of  thefe  particular  ASTemblies. 

50.  The  Governors,  t£kr.  took  the  liberty  of 
altering  the  Instructions  of  the  Repreientative, 
adding  new  Articles,  which  had  never  been  de- 
hated  by  their  Principals,  and  retrenching  others  ; 
whereupon  they  were  charged  to  demand  Satis- 
faction. 

6°.  After  the  Election,  the  King's  Council 
ordered  the  Gentlemen  e'ected  to  deliver 
Inftruclions  in  Writing  to  the  General  Deputy 
of  their  Provinces,  (the  Shcnf  of  the  Co. ■,:. ■.  >,  or 
fomething  like) ;  which  Should  be  tendered  to  the 
King,  Signed  with  his  own  Hand,  w herefrom 
many  Inconveniences  proceeded.  The  States 
Deliberations,  tfhat  are  to  be  considered  as  a  pub- 
lick  Remonftran.ee  of  the  whole  Kingdom  to  the 

King, 
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King,  we're  by  that  means  no  more  than  a  pri-HenrylI£ 
vate  Petition  of  each  Province.  The  Utility  of  'S76- 
thefe  General  AfTemblies  vanifhed  quite  away  ',^y xm. 
they  intended  to  mend  and  reform  whatever' 
might  be  amifs  in  their  feveral  Inftructions,  by 
comparing  them  one  with  another,  and  debating 
them  in  the  whole  AfTembly  by  ftrong  and  folid 
Arguments.  There  might  be  many  things  in 
thefe  Inftructions  unpleafing  to  the  King,  where- 
of he  would  take  no  notice  when  they  came  to 
be  revifed  and  corrected  by  his  own  Council ; 
whereas  he  would  pay  a  great  Regard  for  them, 
were  they  offered  unanimoufly  in  a  great  AfTem- 
bly  ;  and  he  would  not  know  from  what  Place 
thefe  things  do  proceed,  according  to  the  Maxim, 
Quod  omnes  faciunt,  nemo  facit  ; 
What  is  done  by  all,  is  done  by  nobody.  It  was 
plain  that  the  King's  Council  took  that  ftep,  in 
order  to  blot  out  of  the  Inftructions  whatever 
concerned  the  Reformed. Intereft  ;  for  they  drew 
new  ones  by  themfelves  afterwards,  and  went 
from  Houfe  to  Houfe  to  have  them  fubfcribed 
and  figned,  threatning  thofe  who  refufed  :  So 
that  fome  out  of  fear,  others  through  Ignorance 
or  Importunity,  were  brought  to  comply  ; 
which  they  would  never  have  done,  had  they 
been  prefent  to  hear  the  Debates  in  a  full  Af- 
fembly. Nay,  fome  Towns  of  the  Provofty  and 
Viicounty  of  Paris ,  have  had  their  Inftructions 
given  to  their  Reprefentative  entirely  difappoint- 
ed  •,  becaufe  they  did  not  require  that  there 
fhould  be  any  more  than  one  Religion  in  France, 
and  were  ordered  to  reform  them. 

70.  The  Memoirs  and  Inftructions  that  were 
to  be  delivered  only  into  the  hands  of  the  De- 
puty  General    of   the    Province,     have    been 
Drought  to  the  Governors  of  the  Countries,  or 
L  4  their 
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Henrylll.  their   Lieutenants,    and   by  them  fent    to  the 
^76-     King. 

eoryXTn"  Now  thefe  Abufes  committed  in  the  particular 
States  were  a  ftrong  Indication  of  thofe  that 
would  be  committed  in  the  general  ones  •,  the 
Nullity  whereof  was  plain  enough,  as  we  fhall 
fee  afterwards  (J). 

Tho'  at  firft  the  States  Intentions  feemed  to 
agree   with  the  King's,  neverthelefs  they  were 
very  different ;    moft  of  the  Deputies  had  fub- 
fcribed   the  League,  and   consequently  acted  by 
the  Duke  of  Guife's  Counfel  or  Orders,  who  be- 
ing abfent  had   fent  in  his    ftead  the   Duke  of 
Maymne,  Peter  d'Efpinac  Archbifhop  of  Lyons, 
the  Baron  of  Seneffay,  and  feveral  others  his  De- 
pendants.    Therefore  the  Deputies,  who  had  the 
Right  of  propofing  the  Queftions,  and  of  delibera-: 
ting  upon  them,  were  refolved  for  the  moft  part, 
not  only   to   moderate   the  Articles  of  the  late 
Edict  of  Peace,  whereto  they  knew  the   King 
would  readily  confent,  but  to  repeal  it  intirely, 
and  to  renew  more  vigorously  than  ever  the  War 
again  ft  the  Reformed.     But  whereas    fuch   was 
not  the  King's  Intention,  the  Deputies  who  had 
underftood  it  by  his  Majefty's  Speech,  and  who 
were  afraid,  left  by   his  Authority   and  Power 
he   would    fruftrate  their   Defig-ns  and   Endea- 
vours,  as  often  as  he  mould  have  occafion  to  de- 
liberate upon  and  decide  what  would  be  propofed 
unto  him,   they  bethought  themfelves  of  a  De- 
vice, whereby  they  intended  to  deprive  him  of 
the  Right  of  deciding  ;  and  to  reduce  the  Jud- 
ges to  a  certain  Number  of  Perfons  impowered 
to- decide  the   Matters  definitively   and  without 
Appeal. 

Accordingly  the  Deputies  of  the  Nobility  and  of 
the  Clergy,  thought  not  proper  to  debate  in  pub- 
lick, 
(j)  La  Pcpeliniere,  lib.  4.2. 
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lick,  whether  the  King  was  above  the  States,  or  Hemylll. 
the  States  above  the  King  ;    but  they  befought  p  '57qJ.c_ 
his  Majefty,  that  for  the  greater  Difpatch  of  Bufi-  goryxilI. 
nefs,  he  would  be  pleafed   to  appoint  a  certain 
Number  of  Judges,  not  fufpected  by  the  Srates, 
for  hearing,   with  twelve  Deputies   of  the  faid 
State:,   the   Proportions    of    each  Order,    with 
Power  and  Authority  to  decide  ;  and  whatever 
mould  be  unanimoufiy  decided  by  them,  mould 
have  force  of  Law  without   being  fubject  to  be 
repealed.     His  Majefty  was  fenfible   enough  of 
the  Importance  of  fuch  a  Demand,  and  tho'  he 
was  vexed  to  the  heart  to  fee  that  they  aimed 
at  depriving  him  of  his  Authority,  and  that  of  a 
free  King  they  had  a  mind  to  render  him  aVafTal 
of  his  own  Subjects ;    neverthelefs,   dirTembling 
his  Refentment,  he  told  them  very  gravely,  that 
whenever   the  States  ihould  make  their  Propo- 
rtions  or  Demands,    he  would   give  audience 
without  any  delay  to  the  twelve  Deputies  which 
he  gave  them  leave  to  appoint  •,    and  that  when 
their  Reafons  mould   have  been  debated   in  his 
own  Council,  he  would  not  fail  to  anfwer  them, 
and  to  do  whatever  might  be   conducive  to  the 
general  Satisfaction  of  his  Subjects :   for  the  reft, 
that    every   one  might  be   fatisfied,    he    would 
name   to   the  States  thofe  whereof  his  Council 
mould  be  compofed.     But. as  to  the  Jaft  Article, 
of   holding  as    an    irrevocable  Law    whatever 
mould  be  determined  by  them,  without  know- 
ing previouily  what  it  was;  that   he  would  by 
no  means  confent  to,  as  being    contrary   to  the 
Right  of  his  Crown. 

About  this  very  time  was  found  and  published 
by  the  Reformed,  that  Paper  of  David.,  Ad- 
vocate in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  above-men- 
tioned, jy  Avila  pretends,  that  this  was  only  one 
of  the  Reformed's  Fictions,  to  render  the  Gui- 

fians 
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Henrylll.  fians  more  odious  to  the  King ;  but  Tbuanus  de- 
1576.     ferves  better,  to  be  fure,  to  be  credited  :  he  tells 

soryXIIL  us'  tnat  tn*s  David  was  a  profligate  Man,  with- 
/  out  Honour  or  Probity,  who  never  undertook  to 
defend  but  bad  Caufes,  as  it  had  been  obferved  ; 
and  who  had  never  pleaded  in  the  Parliament, 
without  being  fined  for  fome  Mifcarriage  or  o- 
ther,  which  was  deemed  a  fhameful  thing 
in  that  Parliament,  and  amongft  the  Lawyers. 
That  having  received  fome  Damage  of  the  Re- 
formed in  the  Civil  Wars,  being  not  able  to 
profecute  them  becaufe  of  the  Edicts  published 
in  their  Behalf,  and  being  full  of  Revenge  he 
offered  his  Services  to  the  Authors  of  the  League, 
as  he  could  do  no  worfe,  and  was  accepted,  and 
went  to  Rome  about  the  fame  time  that  Gondy 
Bifhop  of  Paris  was  fent  Embaffador  to  the  Pope  ; 
that  having  conferred  there  with  Cardinal  Pel- 
lev  e,  one  of  the  Guifes  Creatures,  and  delivered 
to  him  his  CommifTion,  he  fell  fick  and  died  upon 
the  Road  as  he  came  back  ;  and  that  the  above- 
mentioned  Papers  were  found  amongft  his  own, 
•being  fallen  one  way  or  other  into  the  hands  of 
•the  Reformed,  who  took  care  to  have  it  pub- 
Jifhed.  He  adds,  that  at  firft  very  little  Credit 
was  given  to  it,  becaufe  of  the  great  Fondnefs 
the  King  had  for  the  -Larrain  Princefs  ;  but  that 
•a  Copy  of  them  having  bten  fent  into  Spain  to 
King  Philips  to  have  his  Approbation,  John  de 
Vivonne  de  St.  Goart,  French  Embaflador  at  that 
Court,  a  Man  renowned  for  his  warlike  Virtues, 
his  Fidelity  to  the  King's  Service,  as  well  as  for 
his  Nobility,  and  befides  that  much  inveterated 
againft  the  Reformed,  having  had  a  Copy  of 
them,  he  fent  it  to  the  King :  This,  fbuanus 
had  from  the  Embaflador  himfelf.  Tho'  his 
Majefty  was  not  at  firft  brought  to  deftroy  that 
pernicious  League,   and   to   punifh  exemplarily 

its 
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its  Authors,  at  leaft  he  defigned  to  weaken  it,  Henryin. 
and  fruftrate  its  Defigns  for  the  prefent ;  the  pxJ7Qre 
Queen- Mother  not  oppofing  his  Resolution,  hav-  goryXIII. 
ing  experienced  what  it  was  to  have  the  Houfe 
of  Guife  too  powerful,  tho'  at  this  time  me  had 
a  mind  to  make  ufe  of  them  for  the  Execution 
of  her  Defigns,  but  fhe  thought  however  that  it 
was  proper  to  bridle  their  Power.  Wherein  fhe 
followed  Morvilliers's  Advice,  who  undemand- 
ing that  the  States  were  eagerly  purfuing  the 
Reftoration  of  the  Catholick  Religion  to  the  Ex- 
clufion  of  any  other  in  the  Kingdom,  thought 
that  it  was  not  fafe  to  oppofe  that  League^ 
which  in  appearance  tended  to  the  Settle- 
ment of  that  Religion,  or  to  profecute  the 
Authors  of  it.  Therefore  the  King,  unwilling 
either  to  abolifh  that  League,  or  to  keep  no  ac- 
count of  his  EmbafTador's  Advice  concerning 
the  threatning  Danger  he  was  in,  took  a  middle 
way  by  Morvillier's  Counfel,  and  declared  him- 
felf  Chief  of  that  League,  which  Honour  the 
Leaguers  deftined  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  ;  and 
gave  Orders  to  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  to  de- 
clare his  Intentions  upon  that  point  to  the  States, 
which  was,  that  every  one  mould  fubferibe  to  it, 
as  well  as  himfelf.  Then  he  fent  a  Copy  to 
Paris,  and  into  Burgundy,  to  have  it  likewife  fab- 
fcribed  by  every  one. 

As  to  the  Apoftolical  Blefnng,  mentioned 
three  or  four  times  in  David's  Memoirs,  ffhua- 
nus  tells  us,  that  it  owed  its  Origin  to  the  Dream 
of  an  old  decrepid  rick  Man,  viz.  the  Pope 
Stephen  II.  related  by  Rhegino,  Abbot  of  Prum, 
in  his  Chronicles  under  the  Year  753,  who  fays, 
that  that  Pope  being  come  into  France  to  defire 
the  Afliftance  of  Pepin,  againft  Aiftulphe  King  of 
the  Lombards,  fell  dangeroudy  fick,  and  either 
in  a  Dream  or  Delirium  he  thought  to  have  had 
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Henry  III.  a  Vifion  of  the  Apoftles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 
PoteGre  wh°>  *n  P^efence  of  St.  Dmis,  had  cured  him  ; 
goryXin.and  by  their  Advice,  as  he  was  confecrating  an 
Altar,  he  anointed  Pepin  and  his  two  Sons  Charles 
and  Carloman,  for  being  Kings  of  France  ;  then 
he  had  obliged  the  Lords  and  great  Men  of  the 
Franks,  by  the  Authority  of  St.  Peter,  to  pro- 
mife  with  a  folemn  Oath,  never  to  elect  for 
their  King  any  one  who  mould  not  be  of  Pepin's 
Family,  or  defcended  from  it  ;  that  they  were 
thofe  only,  which  God's  Providence  had  elected, 
for  maintaining  the  Apoftolical  Faith,  and  had 
vouchfafed  to  raife  them  to  the  Royal  Dignity, 
and  by  the  Vicar  of  St.  Peter  to  confecrate  them 
with  an  heavenly  Unction.  Sigebert  fays  the 
fame  thing,  and  adds,  that  all  Foreigners  are 
forbidden  from  invading  the  Crown  of  France. 
by  the  Apoftolical  Anathema  (i)  {JVhich  however 
hindered  not  Hugh  Capet,  and  Henry  Vt h  of  Eng- 
land, from  taking  pojfeffion  of  it ;  and  the  firft 
from  tranfmitting  ii  to  his  Pojierity,  which  enjoys 
it  till  this  Day).  To  that  Dream  or  Impofture 
it  is,  that  the  Guifes  referred  themfelves,  when 
they  faid,  that  they  had  no  other  Advantage  but 
that  of  enjoying  the  Jpoftolical  Bleffing.  And 
how  rufty  foever  that  Fable  was,  it  ferved  ne- 
verthelefs  as  the  Bafis  of  their  ambitious  Pre- 
tenfions,  and  whereby  they  abufed  the  Credu- 
lity of  the  People,  and  overturned  the  King- 
dom topfy-turvy. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  Verforis  Deputy  of 
Paris  for  the  Commons  reported  to  the  Aftembly, 
that  they  had  examined  the  Article  concerning 
Religion,  and  that  after  feveral  Debates  it  had 
been  refolved,  that  every  one  of  the  King's 
Subjects    all    over    his    Dominions  mould    be 

brought 

(1)    D'Avila,  Tom.  I.    liv.  6.      Thuan.  lib.   63.   pag. 
,76—178. 
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brought  to  the  Unity  of  the  Roman  Church,  and  Henry  III. 
that  none  other  mould  be  tolerated;  that  at  firft Po\^7Qre^ 
that  Claufe  had  been  added,  provided  that  could  goryXIIL 
be  done  without  War,  or  Dijlurbcince  of  the  -pub- 
lick  Tranquillity  ;  but  that  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  blot  out  that  Claufe,  and  to  have  the 
true  Religion    reftored   by  what   means  foever. 
When  John  Bodin,  Deputy  for  the  Vermandois* 
heard  this,  he  exclaimed  that  fuch  a  Proportion 
annulled  the  Edicts  •,    that  the  Edicts  being  vio- 
lated, a  new  Civil  War,  fo  many  times  fatal  to 
the  Kingdom,  would  enfue   of  courfe.     Which 
Freedom  drew  upon  that  Gentleman  the  Hatred 
of  the  Ringleaders,  and  feeing  that  it  was  need- 
lefs  for   him  to  oppofe,  the   Stream  being   too 
rapid   for  him,    he    forbore  for  the  future  to 
make   any   Remonftrances.     The  next  day   ap- 
peared fome  Wretches  bribed   by  the  Faction, 
coming  from  Rbeims,  Chaalons  and  SoiJJbns,  which 
were  in  the  Government  of  Vermandois  •,  they 
charged  Bo  din  with  having  acted  againft  his  In- 
structions ;  but  the  King's  Privy  Council  declared 
that  whatever  he  had  done  was  right. 

Then  on  the  next  day,  17th  of  December, 
St.  Genys  and  Cbauvin  d'Aix  or  d?  Acqs,  Deputies 
of  the  King  of  Navarre,  la  Popeiiniere  of  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  with  fome  Minifters  arrived  at 
Blois,  defiring  Audience  of  the  States,  but  were 
put  off  till  three  Days  after  ;  and  they  gave  over 
their  faid  Audience,  at  the  perfuafion  of  Mi- 
rambeau,  who  fhewed  forth  to  them  that  after 
what  parted  in  the  faid  States  againft  the  Intereft 
of  Religion,  it  was  not  proper  for  them  to  be 
prefent  there,  left  they  mould  be  thought  to  ap- 
prove or  have  approved  of  the  faid  Aftembly. 
They  had  Orders  of  thefe  two  Princes  to  reclaim 
the  Faith  of  the  Edicts,  and  to  proteft  againft 
the  faid  States  as  unduly  called  and  affembled, 

which 
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Henrylll.  which  they  did  in  a  Writing,  which  they  pub- 
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coryXIII.     A  f"ew  Days  after  the  Deputies  of  the  Univer- 

nfities  ot  Paris,  Poitiers,  and  Orleans,  were  admit- 
ted after  an  unufual  manner  ;  they  infilled  efpe- 
cially  upon  the  Article  of  Religion,  which  point 
was  at  laft  carried  by  the  Plurality  of  Votes, 
(notwithftanding  Bodin's  former  Remonftrmces) 
with  thefe  Claufes ;  That  that  Reunion  of  the 
Reformed  with  the  Catholicks  mould  be  pro- 
cured by  the  beft  and  holieft  means  and  ways 
poffible:  That  all  Excrcii'e  a  th^  Reformed  Re- 
ligion being  forbidden,  the  Miniittrs,  Elders, 
and  Deacons  mould  be  banifhed.  the  Kingdom, 
after  a  certain  time  allowed  to  them  by  tne  King 
for  fettling  their  temporal  Affairs,  repealing  all 
former  Edicts  publimed  in  their  Behalf  :  That 
the  King  mould  be  intreated  to  receive  under 
his  Royal  Protection  his  Reformed  Subjects, 
the  Minijfters,  Elders,  and  Deacons  excep- 
ted, until  they  had  embraced  the  Catholick 
Religion.  That  Decree  was  drawn  up  in  this' 
Form  with  the  Confent  of  the  Provinces  of  Ijle 
of  France,  Normandy,  Champaign,  Languedoc, 
Orleanois,  Picardy,  an.d  Provence.  But  thole  of 
Burgundy,  Britanny,  Guienne,  Lyonnefe  and  Dau- 
phine,  required  that  it  fhould  be  enacted,  that, 
that  Reunion  jhould  be  •procured  only  in  a  -peaceable 
way,  and  without  War.  But  nothing  more  could 
be  obtained,  notwithftanding  the  Complaints  and 
Murmurs  of  the  Deputies  of  Guienne  efpecially  ; 
who  had  at  this  time  received  the  News,  that 
the  Reformed  underftanding  that  fuch  a  Decree 
was  upon  the  Carpet,  had.  feized  upon  fome 
Towns  and  Caftles  in  that  Province  •,  but  their 
Complaints  were  left  to  the  King's  De- 
cision. 

His 
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His  Majefty  being  very  fenfible,  that  a  War  HenryllL 
would  of  courfe  follow  from  that  Decree  -;  and     lSJ$< 
that  however  if  he  oppofed  it,   he  would  draw  goryXIJl" 
upon  himfelf  the  Jealoufies  of  the  Authors  and  <-~* v— — t 
Abettors  thereof,  the  effects  of  which  he  dreaded 
no  lefs  than  War,  being  no   lefs  dangerous  :    in 
order  to  retard  a    little   their   Defigns,  he  per- 
fwaded  the  States  to  fend  fome  Deputies  of  their 
Body    to  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  Prince  c£ 
Conde,  and  Marfhal  Damville,  for  exhorting  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  States  Decifions,  and  avoid  the 
renewing  of  a  War  which  might  prove  as   fatal 
to    themfelves    as   to    the    Kingdom    in    ge- 
neral. 

Accordingly  the  Inftructions  having  been  1577. 
drawn  up  by  the  Clergy,  and  the  fpecial  cars 
of  Pontac  Bimop  of  Bazas,  the  injurious  Ex- 
preflions  and  Languages  thereof  were  blotted 
cut  or  mitigated  by  the  Nobility  and  Commons 
CommirTaries,  not  without  great  Debates  of  the 
Clergy  to  leave  them  fuch  as  they  were.  Peter  ds 
Vi liars,  Archbifhop  of  VienneH  Andrew  de  Bour- 
bon Rubempre,  and  the  Treasurer  Mefnager,  were 
deputed  to  the  King  of  Navarre  •,  the  Bimop  of 
Autun,  de  Montmorin,  and  Peter  Rat  Mayor  of 
Poitiers  to  the  Prince  of  Conde ;  de  Senetaire  Bi- 
mop of  Puy,  Rochefort  and  the  Attorney  Pole* 
to  the  Marfhal  Damville.  Thefe  Deputies  hav- 
ing taken  their  leave  of  the  King  and  States, 
fet  out  from  Blois  the  6th  of  January,  attended 
by  the  Marfhal  of  Biron. 

Tho'  the  King,  out  of  hatred  againd  the  Re- 
formed, had  readily  confented  to  whatever  the 
States  had  required  in  Behalf  of  the  Catholick. 
Religion  and  againft  the  Reformed,  neverthelefs 
forefeeing  the  great  Evils  confequent  to  the  re- 
pealing of  the  Edict,  and  the  War  once  kindled, 
defired  to  know  the  Opinion  of  his  chief  Coun- 
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HenryJIl.  fellors  of  Srate  •,  to  have,  as  one  may  fay,  a  kind 
P  />?7G  °^  Guaranty  for  an  Enterprize  fo  dangerous,  and 
goryXiII.  f°  m^ch  out  of  feafon.  They  fet  down  their 
» Opinion  in  Writing,  whereby  (they  feeing  that 
it  was  neediefs  and  even  dangerous  to  gainfay  a 
thing  already  agreed  upon)  extolled  to  the  Skies 
the  pious  Refoiutions  of  the  States  whereto  the 
King  had  contented,  and  difcourfed  of  the  ways 
and  means  of  carrying  the  War.  The  Queen- 
Mother  and  the  Duke  oiAnjou,  had  ordered  them 
to  fpeak  fo  at  random.  That  Writing  was  fub- 
fcribedby  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  that  of  Guife, 
the  Duke  of  Montpenjier  and  his  Son,  the  Dukes 
of  Guife,  Mayemie^  Ufez,  and  thirteen  others. 
This  was  done  a  day  or  two  before  the  Depu- 
ties to  the  King  of  Navarre,  &c.  fet  out. 

The  Guifians  did  not  fo  much  approve  of  the 
thing,  as  they  did  hurry  it  •,  befides  that,  they 
were  defirous  the  King  mould  employ  in  that 
War  not  only  his  own  Troops,  but  alfo  thofe 
mentioned  in  David's  Memoirs,  railed  in  the 
Parifhss,  which  they  called  the  Leagued,  and 
the  Queen-Mother  confented  to  it.  By  her  Ad- 
vice Birnn  had  been  charged  with  the  Commiflion 
of  engaging  the  King  of  Navarre  to  come  to 
Court,  on  pretence  of  a  Match  between  his  own 
Sifter  Catherine  and  the  Duke  of  Anjou  •,  for 
which  purpcfe  Biron  was  to  feign  to  pay  a  Vifit 
to  that  Piincefs,  whom  they  took  to  be  more 
credulous  and  eafy  to  be  deceived  than  fhe  was 
indeed,  and  to  infinuate  to  her  that  if  me  came 
to  Court,  it  might  be  that  a  Marriage  between 
her  and  the  Duke  would  be  the  Confequence  of 
that  Step.  But  the  Bait  was  too  coarfe  to  be 
catch'd  at. 

Now  the  King,  whofe  Inclinations  aimed  at 
nothing  elfe  but  a  lazy  and  diflblute  Life,  began 
to  dread  the  reiilefs  Ambition  of  the  Guifes. 

He 
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He  had  for  fome  time    paft  taken   notice,    that  Henrylir. 
they  affected  to  multiply  their  Titles  and  Dig-  p0!*7Qre 
nities  v/ith  a  view  of  improving    the  firft  Op-g0'ryxifl. 
portuniry  of  renewing  the  Debates  about  the  Pre- 
cedency of  the  oldeft  Pe?rs  ;  the  Duke  of  Guifey 
had  carried  the  Point  againft  the  Duke  of  Mont* 
-pewfier,  in  the  King's  late  Coronation,  as  obferv- 
ed  above.     But   his  Majefty  thought  proper  to 
mortify  him  a  little  now  •,    for  which  purpofe  he 
publifhed  an  Edict  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Year, 
whereby  the  Precedency  of  the   Princes    of  the 
Blood  before  the  Peers    of  the  Realm,   how  old 
foever  the  Date  of  their  Creation  mould  be,  was 
enacted  j    which  Edift  was  regiiiered  in  Parlia- 
ment on  the  8th  of  January. 

Then  it  was  propofed  by  the  Archbifhops  and 
Bifhops  prefent  at  the  States,  to  receive  without; 
Reftriction  the  Council  of  Trent ;  and  at  firffc 
the  Deans  of  the  Collegiate  Churches  did  not 
oppofe  the  Motion,  but  then  they  required  to 
be  exempted  from  Epifcopal  Jurifdiction,  and 
that  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  of  the  Gal- 
lican  Church  mould  be  preferved,  and  declared 
that  uniefs  thefe  Terms  were  granted  them, 
they  would  never  confent  to  the  faid  Reception 
of  the  Council.  At  lad,  the  Bifhops  Endeavours 
were  fruftrated  by  the  Management  of  the  De- 
puties of  Burgundy ',  Picardy,  Poiloit  and  Xain- 
t'onge. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  the  King  came  to 
the  States  and  heard  the  Speeches  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Lyons,  Speaker  for  the. Clergy  ;  of 
Claude  de  Beaufremont  Baron  of  Senefcay,  Speaker 
for  the  Nobility  ;  and  of  Peter  Verfcris,  Advo- 
cate in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  Speaker  for  the 
Commons,  tending  all  to  oblige  the  King  to 
fuffer  no  other  Religion  in  his  Dominions  but 
the  Catholick,  to  caufe  Juftice  to  be  equ?dly  ad- 

V.  III.  Part II.         M  miniilnd 


1 6  2  Hifory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  t .  Ill, 
Henrylll.miniftred  to  al!  his  Subjects,  to  hinder  his  Ex- 
p,q7A*  chequer  from  being  plundered  by  the  Rapacity. 
ooryXlU.0^  his  Favourites  and  others,  &c. 

The  King  told  them  that  he  was  very  glad  to  find 
fuch  a  general  Agreement  in  the  States  concern- 
ing Religion  and  the  true  Worfhip  of  God  ;  as 
for  the  reft  he  would  take  care  to  have  their 
Petitions  and  Grievances  examined  byhis  Council, 
and  give  them  all  the  Satisfaction  poftible.  Mean 
while  he  forbad,  that  any  body  fhould  abfent 
before  the  ending  of  the  Seffions,  without  his 
fpecial  Leave. 

All  this  time  the  King  of  Navarre,  well  in- 
formed of  eveiy  thing  tranfa&ed  in  the  States, 
and  forefecing  the  violent  Storm  that  threatned 
him,  improved  all  Opportunities  for  putting  him- 
felf  in  a  Condition  to  withftand  its  Efforts  •,  and 
while  they  fpun  out  the  time  at  Blois  in  Difputes 
and  hot  Debates,  he  was  levying  Men  every 
where,  and  feizing  upon  Places  the  moft  proper 
and  commodious  for  his  Defigns  :  He  had  fo 
well  fucceeded,  that  he  was  Matter  of  Bazas, 
Perigucux,  St.  Macaire^  in  Guknne  \  of  Chivre, 
in  Poitou  i  and  of  QuimperU,  in  Britany  ;  and 
now  he  was  befieging  Marmandc  on  the  Garonne, 
and  very  near  to  Bcurdeaux,  with  an  Army 
lefs  ftrong  in  Number  than  by  the  Courage  of 
the  Trdops.  But  receiving  notice  of  the  Com- 
ing of  the  States  Deputies,  he  raifed  the  Siege 
and  came  to  Agen. 

The  faid  Deputies  having  been  moft  honour- 
ably received  by  du  Faur\  Lord  of  Gratehu, 
Chancellor  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  were  intro- 
duced to  his  Majefty's  Audience.  The  Arch- 
bifhop  of Vienna  made  a  long  Speech  to  the  King, 
about  the  great  refpeel  that  the  States  had  for 
him  as  fir  ft  Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  invited  him 
in  their  Name  to  come  to  Blois,  and  to  join  him- 
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felf  with  the  King  for  the  Reunion  of  the  twoHenrylll- 
Religions  ;    he  fhewed  forth  the  great  Dangers     J  577- 
and  Calamities  which  would  arife  from  the  Civil  p0ryxin~ 
War,  if  he  perfifted  in  his  Difunion  :  for  things 
were  now  come    to  that   Crjfis,  that  the  Stares 
would  unanimously  lay  out  their  Fortunes  and 
Lives,  for  having  all  his  Majefty's  Subjects  all 
over  his  Dominions  brought   over  to  a  perfect 
Conformity  in  Religion. 

It  was  obferved,  that  the  King  of  Navarre 
hearing  that  Prelate  difcourfing  upon  the  Cala- 
mities of  the  Civil  Wars,  he  could  not  forbear 
from  Tears :  He  anfwered  in  few  words,  that 
he  took  in  good  part  their  Admonitions.  Then 
he  wrote  to  the  States  very  kindly  ;  and  having 
thanked  them  for  their  honourable  Deputation, 
and  commended  their  Zeal  for  their  Religion 
and  their  Love  to  their  Country,  he  faid,  that 
they  ought  to  confider  well,  whether  what  they 
had  required  of  the  King  that  there  mould  be 
but  one  Religion  in  the  Kingdom,  anfwered  their 
Defire  and  Expectation  •,  tho'  it  was  very  dan- 
gerous to  pronounce  that  the  King  was  not  ob- 
liged by  the  Promifes  he  had  folemnly  made  to 
the  Reformed.  For  it  would  follow  from  thence, 
that  when  any  Party  fnall  be  tired  with  War, 
they  will  never  be  perfuaded  however  to  come 
to  an  Agreement  for  want  of  a  proper  Security. 
Therefore  he  defired  them  to  confider  better  the 
matter,  and  not  to  let  flip  out  of  their  hands 
that  ineftimable  Good,  fo  much  wirtied  for  by 
every  true  Frenchman,  viz.  Peace  ;  by  the  on- 
ly Settlement  whereof,  their  wholefome  Laws  and 
Decrees  could  be  put  in  execution. 

He  joined  tothefe  Letters  more  ample  Inftruc- 

tions,  whereby  he  fhewed  the  abfolute  Neceffity 

of  Peace ;  and  as  to  the    Point  concerning  the 

Catholick  Religion,  whereto  he  was  required  to 
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Henrylll.fubfcribe,  he  faid,  that  he  had  always  befought 
wlMZ'  God,  and  did  ftill,  that  if  the  Religion  which 
eoryXIlT  ^e  Pro^efl*ed  was  true,  as  he  believed  fmcerely  it 
was,  to  have  liberty  of  perfevering  in  it  all  the 
Days  of  his  Life  •,  but  if  it  was  not  true,  he  was 
ready  to  forfake  it  when  he  fhould  be  better  in- 
formed, and  not  only  to  follow  a  better  one,  but 
to  live  and  die  in  the  Profefllon  thereof;  and 
having  renounced  all  Errors,  endeavoured  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  to  banifh  not  only  out  of 
the  Kingdom,  but  likewife  out  of  the  World, 
if  it  was  poffible,  all  falfe  Religion  :  which  lafl 
Words  having  been  blotted  out  by  fome  Mini- 
fters,  he  cauied  them  to  be  reftored  between 
the  Lines.  As  for  the  reft,  if  the  States  reauired 
any  thing  farther  of  him,  he  defired  a  longer 
time  to  confider  and  afk  Advice  of  an  Afiembly 
of  Reformed  and  Confederates,  which  was  to  be 
held  at  Montauban  in  few  Days  with  the  King's 
Licence. 

The  Prince  of  Condi  anfwered  the  Deputies 
that  came  to  him  at  St.  John  of  Angel)\  in  a  quite 
different  manner  ;  for  he  told  them,  that  he  did 
not  acknowledge  them  for  States  cf  theRealm,and 
looked  upon  them  no  better  than  as  a  pack  of 
corrupted  Men,  bribed  to  ferve  a  turn  :  He  re- 
fufed  to  open  their  Letters,  and  even  to  receive 
the  Deputies  as  fuch  •,  he  added,  that  that  Af- 
fembly  had  iblicited  the  King  to  repeal  the  late 
Ed  id,  to  the  great  Detriment  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  Fate  whereof  he  heartily  bewailed,  and  would 
fpill  the  laft  drop  of  his  Blood  for  its  Delive- 
rance •,  wherefore  he  had  oftentimes,  and  ftill 
wiflied  that  fome  of  the  Chiefs  of  both  Parties 
would  decide  that  Quarrel  by  a  Duel,  to  fave 
the  Blood  of  the  poor  People  and  of  fo  many 
Noblemen.  Neverthelefs,  if  they  had  any  pri- 
vate  Meffage    to  deliver  unto   him   from   the 
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King,  he  would  readily  hear  them.     So  the  De-  HenryllL 
puties  being  not  able    to  obtain  any   thing  elfe'  577- 
from  the  Prince,   who  in  other  refpects  treated  goVyXIH. 
them  very  civilly,  they  came  back  to  Blois,  and  <* 
gave  account  of  their  Deputation  on   the  8  th  of 
February. 

Marfhal  Damvllle  declared  to  the  Deputies 
that  came  to  him,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
approve  of  the  Refolution  taken  by  the  States 
of  repealing  the  late  Edict  and  of  renewing  the 
War  ;  he  fent  very  ample  Remonftrances  upon 
that  account  to  the  States. 

The  Deputies  having  made  their  Report,  the 
Commons  infifted  a-new  upon  reprefenting  to 
the  King  the  Neceflity  of  Peace  -,  but  were  a- 
gain  oppofed  by  the  Clergy  and  the  Nobility. 
The  laft  Day  of  February  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
fenfier  arrived  at  Blots,  coming  from  the  King 
of  Navarre,  to  whom  he  had  been  fent  by  the 
King  upon  the  fame  Errand  as  the  Deputies  ; 
he  tryed  to  perfuade  the  States  to  keep  the  late 
Edict  granted  to  the  Reformed,  which  encoura- 
ged the  Commons  ;  and  after  feveral  hot  De- 
bates, it  was  refolved  to  befeech  the  King  to 
grant  Peace  without  any  Restriction,  as  to  Re- 
ligion. The  Petition  was  drawn  up  and  prefented 
to  the  King  in  the  Name  of  the  Commons,  tend- 
ing to  defire  his  Majefty  to  endeavour  the  Re- 
union of  the  Reformed  to  the  Catholick  Reli- 
gion, by  all  fair  and  peaceable  means  and  without 
War. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  the  King  held  a  Coun- 
cil, wherein  it  was  refolved  to  fend  fome  De- 
puties to  the  King  of  Navarre,  with  fufficient 
Instructions  and  Powers  to  treat  of  a  Peace  •,  and 
Biron  fet  out  again  the  next  Day  for  that  purpofe. 

About  this  time  the  Deputies  of  the  Lav- 
Countries  arrived  at  Court,  defiring  the  Kir.g  to 
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Henryl II.  grant  them  his  Afliftance,  and  the  Duke  of  An- 
pJ5G  Jou,>  *~or  Prote<^or  °f  tne^r  Liberties  and  Privi- 
goryXlllJ"ges  againft  the  Tyranny  of  the  Spaniards. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  the  Deputies  of  the  Re- 
formed prefented  a  Petition  to  his  Majefty, 
whereby,  without  acknowledging  the  AfTembly 
of  B^ois  for  being  General  States,  they  befought 
the  King  to  forbid  the  laid  AfTembly  to  take  any 
Cognizance  of  Religious  Matters,  which  were 
to  be  decided  by  a  Free,  General,  or  National 
Council  i  and  that  he  would  be  pleafcd  to  main- 
tain his  la  ft  Edict  of  Peace. 

'  To  this  the  King  anfwered,  that  the  Reformed 
had  required  themfelves  with  great  Importunity 
to  h:.ve  the  States- General  afTembled,  as  they 
were  now  •,  to  have  them  free,  which  they 
would  not  be,  fnould  he  make  unto  them  any 
like  Prohibition.  But  as  they  were  at  liberty 
to  require  whatever  they  thought  proper,  fo  they 
(the  Reformed)  had  the  fame  liberty  to  petition 
for  whatever  they  thought  to  be  conducive  to 
their  own  Intereft  ;  and  that  he  promifed  them 
upon  his  Royal  Word  (and  remember,  fays  be, 
tl  at  I  do  give  you  my  Word  this  day)  that  I  will 
give  fuch  an  Anfwer  to  both  Parties,  which  will 
tend  to  the  Good  and  Welfare  of  all  my  Subjects 
in  general  •,  for  now  I  am  of  age,  and  I  will  that 
whatever  fhall  be  ordered  by  me,  fhould  be  exe- 
cuted ;  and  I  hope,  that  as  good  and  faithful 
Subjects  you  will  obey  my  Commands. 

It  would  be  cndlefs  to  relate  every  thing  trans- 
acted at  Blois,  either  in  the  States  or  in  the  Privy 
Council,  during  the  Scfllons.  Such  as  the  De- 
bates about  the  Supply  of  Money,  efpecially 
about  the  Alienation  for  ever  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  of  the  Crown's  Demefne, 
which  was  ftrongly  oppofed ;  efpecially  by  Bo- 
die  and  the  Commons,  and  carried  in  the  Ne- 
gative. 
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gative.  The  Inftances  made  by  Prince  Cafimlr,  HenryJff. 
and  other  Proteftant  and  Reformed  Princes  of  '577- 
Germany,  for  perfuading  the  King  to  maintain  g0VyXIIX 
the  late  Edict  of  Peace,  or  at  leaft  not  to  de-  <— - v— — * 
prive  the  Reformed  of  the  free  Exercife  of  their 
Religion  :  Prince  Cafmir's  Generofity  in  yield- 
ing to  the  King  the  Lands,  Territories,  Pennons, 
&c.  which  he  had  beftowed  upon  him  by  the 
late  Treaty,  to  engage  his  Majefty  not  to  moleft 
his  Reformed  Subjects,  or  to  do  any  thing  to 
their  Prejudice  :  The  Rebuke  which  Villcquier 
received  from  the  Courts  of  Heidelberg  and 
CaJJ'el,  where  he  had  been  fent  by  the  Court  of 
France  in  order  to  deter  thefe  two  Powers  from 
lending  any  Afliftance  or  Relief  to  the  Reformed  of 
France,  while  the  King  was  now  obliged  to  bring 
them  byForce  of  Arms  to  adhere  to  the  Catholick 
Religion:  His  Majefty 's  Letters  to  the  Governours 
of  his  Provinces,  for  notifying  to  them,  that  he 
was  refolved  at  the  States  Inftances,  to  fuffer  no 
other  Religion  in  his  own  Dominions  but  the 
Catholick  :  The  Letters  of  the  Reformed  to 
the  faid  Governour,  to  let  them  know  their  Re- 
folution  of  repelling  Force  by  Force  -,  and  many 
other  Occurrences  lefs  elTential,  and  which  I  do 
purpofely  omit  for  brevity  fake  (/), 

The  War  was  immediately  kindled  in  Guienne,   CVIIL 
where  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  was  fent,  who  took  The  fixth 
Broucge,  after  a  Siege  of  ten  or  eleven  Weeks  -^CivWi  ar. 
then  he  ftormed  and  plundered  Tonne  Char  ante-, 
Matans.  and  fome  other  Places  in   the  Neigh- 
bourhood, the  Prince  of  Conde  being  not    able 
to    oppofe    him.     Then    out    of   bravado,     he 
brought  his  Cannon  within  a  Quarferof  a,Mile  of 
Rocbelie,  and  fent  his  Cavalry  to  the  very  Gates 
M  4  .of 

(/)  T'nuan.  lib.  £3.  Popelin  liv.  41,  42.  D'Avira, 
Ifv  6.  Recudl  des  chofes  mem.  amvecs  -en  France  fous. 
Henfylll.  pag.  5S2,  5.92. 
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Henrylll.  of  that  City,  challenging  the  Inhabitants  to  come 
!i»"7-  ^  out  and  fight  them.     Then  he  made  an  Arma- 
eoryXJll  ment  *"or   befieging  them  by  Sea,  and  gave  the 
Command  of  it  to  Lanfac,  who  made  a  fruitlefs 
Attempt  upon  the  I  lie  of  BBS}  but  by  the  Neg- 
lecl  of  Clermont,  Admiral  of   the  Rochellefe,  he 
took  the  Ifle  of  Oleron  ;  then  he  came  into  the 
Road  of  Cape  de  Baycs  near  Rccbelle,  and  burnt 
one  of  their  largeft  Ships,  and  took  another.   On 
the  other  fide,  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  declared 
the  King's  Lieutenant- General,   and  with  a  nu- 
merous Army  he  befieged  la  Charlie,  and  took 
it  by  Compofition  ;   frcm-thence  he  marched  into 
An  vergne,  befieged  ffj'oire,  the  Inhabitants  where- 
of having    made   a   long  and   brave  Refinance, 
were  at  laft  forced  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  and 
were  tieated    by  the  faid  Dune's  Orders,  with 
the  utmofj  Cruelty  and  Br.utilh.nefs. 

The  Divilions  and  Jealoufies  between  the  No- 
bility and  Citizens  of  Rocheile,  fomented  by  the 
Queen- Mother's  Penfioners  in  that  City,  occa- 
fioned,  for  the  mofl  part,  the  great  Progrefs 
which  the  Duke  of  Mayenns  made  ;  for  tho* 
his  Army  was  eight  or  ten  times  ftronger  than 
the  Reformed's,  neverthelefs  had  their  Chiefs 
been  fTricily  united  together,  and  the  Difcipline 
duly  cbferved  amongft  their  Troops,  they  would 
have  been  able  to  retard  them  i  but  the  great  Divi- 
fions  and  Jealoufies  amongft  the  Chiefs,  and  the 
Unrulinefs  of  the  Soldiery,  who  did  not  fubmit 
themfelves  to  the  Command  of  their  Officers,  but 
committed  Plunders  and  Outrages  every  where 
for  want  of  Pay,  made  them  as  dreadful  and 
hateful  to  their  own  Party,  as  the  Enemies 
could  be.  At  laft,  the  Roc  hell efe  being  fenfible 
of  the  great  Mifchiefs  the  Catholicks  caufed  in 
their  City,  being  but  fo  many  Spies,  who  fent 
notice  of  every  thing  to  Court,  expelled  them ; 

«but 
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but  not  all,  many  remaining  concealed,  who  en- HenrylllJ 
tertained  the  Seeds  of  Divifion  (»).  pJtfGre* 

At  this  time  Marmal  Damville,  either  at  his  g0ryxilL 
Lady's  Inftance,  or  becaufe  he  had  fome  Jea- 
loufy  againft  the  Chiefs  of  the  Reformed  in  Lan~ 
guedoc,  deferted  their  Party,  and  began  Hoftili- 
ties  againft  them.     The  Court  being  informed 
of  this,  gave  hi  in   an  Army  that  he  might  be 
able  to  annoy  them  5    however,    left  he  mould 
increafe  his  Authority  in  that  Province,   by  the 
Queen's  Advice,  the  King  gave  the  Command  of 
Part  thereof  to  the  Marfhal  de  Bellegarde,  not  (o 
much   out  of  complaifance   to  him,  as  out  of 
policy  ;    being  in  hopes  that  thefe  two  Marshals 
would  not  be  long  together  at  the  Head  of  that 
Army  withoutquarrelling,which  indeed  happened 
fo.     Bellegarde  befieged  Nimes,  and  Damville  be-  ■ 
fieged  Montpellier  ;  but  by  the  Vigilance  of  the 
King  of  Navarre,  who  fent  thither  the  Vifcount 
of  Turenne  and  la  None  with  fome  Supply  to  the 
Befieged,  they  both  mifcarried  in  their  Attempt, 
and  were  forced  to  raife  the  Siege  (»). 

Before  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  and  while 
it  lafted,  the  Duke  of  Mont-penfier,  Biron  and 
Villeroy,  went  on  feveral  MefTages  to  and  from  the 
Court  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  negotiating  a 
new  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  which  at  laft  was  conclud- 
ed at  Poitiers  in  the  Month  of  September,  to  the 
great  Satisfaction  of  the  two  contending  Parties, 
efpecially  the  Prince  of  Condi,  who  was  then  at 
Rochelle,  was  fo  much  overjoyed  when  he  receiv- 
ed the  Tydings  of  it  in  the  Night-time,  that 
without  any  further  delay  he  caufed  it  to  be  pro- 
claimed by  Candle-light. 

Tho'  this  Edict  was  not  fo  advantageous  to 
the  Reformed,  as  that  of  the  laft  Year,  never- 
thelefs  it  was  more  than  the  former ;    and  ge- 
nerally 
{m)  Idem  ibid.       («)  Thuan.  lib.  64. 
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Henrylll  nerally  fpeaking,  it  was  more  equitable  than  any 
P  IFg  e_otner  before  •,  it  contain'd  Sixty-three  Articles, 
goryXIH.  which  I  have  tranfcribed  here  for  the  Reader's 
'Satisfaction. 

Edit!  of  Pacification  made  by  King  Henry  III. 
in  order  to  -put  an  end  to  the  Troubles  of 
Jpis  Kingdom,  and  to  make  all  bis  Subjects 
thenceforzvard  live  in  Peace  and  §>uietnef% 
Union,  and  Concord,  under  his  Obedience, 
Read  and  publifh'd  in  the  Court  of  Parliament, 
the  8 th  of  October,   1577. 

HENRY  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
France  and  Poland,  to  all  prefent  and  to 
come,  Greeting.  God  who  is  the  Searcher  of 
the  Hearts  of  Men,  and  fees  the  bottom  of  their 
Thoughts,  mall  always  be  Judge  for  us,  that 
our  Intention  has  never  been  other  than  to  reign 
according  to  his  Holy  Commandments,  and  to 
govern  our  Subjects  in  all  Uprightnefs  and 
Juftice  •,  approving  ourfelf  a  common  Father  to 
all,  who  has  no  other  end  but  their  Welfare  and 
Quiet.  In  order  thereunto,  we  have  always 
ufed  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to  do  whatever  we 
fudged  moft  proper  according  to  the  Occafions 
and  Times  ;  even  with  a  defign  to  eftablifh  a 
certain  Peace  in  this  our  Kingdom,  and  to  pro- 
vide againft  the  Diforders  and  Abufes  that  have 
crept  into  the  fame,  through  the  Licence  of 
fuch  long  Troubles,  and  to  reftore  it  to  its  for- 
mer Dignity  and  Splendor.  To  which  end,  we 
did  convene  our  States  General  in  our  City  of 
Blois,  where  feveral  Things  were  treated  of,  and 
particularly  upon  matter  of  Religion  ;  it  being 
propofed  by  fome,  that  one  of  the  beft  Reme- 
dies was,  ro  forbid  the  Exercife  of  all  Religion 
Vfides  the   ^athalick.     However,    it  has   not 
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been  God  Almighty's  Pleafure  to  let  us  reap  the  Henrylll. 
Fruit  we  defired  thereby  •,  but  as  it  is  fometimes  p^fc  _ 
his  Pleafure  to  vifit  Kingdoms  and  Princes  withgoryxiir~ 
his  Rod  of  Rigour,  for  the  Offences  and  Sins  of » 
Men,  the  Troubles  were  kindled  a-new  in  our 
Kingdom  more  than  ever,  to  our  great  Grief 
and  Sorrow.  And  that  which  troubled  us  more 
was,  that  the  Innocent,  that  is,  our  poor  People, 
endured  the  greater!.  Hardfhips,  Oppreflion,  and 
Injuries.  All  which  things  having  confider'd, 
Day  and  Night,  and  Experience  in  our  Majority 
of  twenty-five  Years,  having  convinced  us  that 
the  Continuation  of  Arms  and  War  could  not 
afford  us  the  Advantage  we  have  fo  much  de- 
fired  and  endeavour'd,  and  being  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  God  Almighty  will  finally  convert 
his  Rigour  into  Mercy,  and  that  his  faid  Vifi- 
tations  are  falutary  Admonitions  to  acknowledge 
him,  and  to  return  into  the  right  way  of  our 
Duty  •,  after  having  implored  his  Aid  and  Af- 
fiitance,  to  infpire  us  with  means  to  find  the 
moft  neceffary  and  moft  proper  Remedies  for  the 
good  of  our  State,  and  thereupon  taken  the 
Advice  of  the  Queen,  our  moft  honour'd  Lady 
and  Mother,  of  ourmoft  dearly  beloved  Brother 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  of  the  Princes  of  our  Blood, 
and  others  ;  of  the  Officers  of  our  Crown,  and 
other  Lords  and  notable  Perfons  of  our  Council ; 
we  have,  until  it  pleafe  God,  by  means  of  a 
good,  free,  and  lawful  general  Council,  to  re- 
unite all  our  Subjects  to  the  Catholick  Church, 
by  this  our  prefent  Edict,  perpetual  and  irrevo- 
cable, faid,  declared,  enacted,  and  ordain'd  ; 
fay,  declare,  enact,  and  ordain  what  followeth  : 

I.  That  the  Remembrance  of  all  things  part  on 
either  fide,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Troubles 
happen'd   in  our  Kingdom  to  this  prefent  time, 

"  and- 
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Renrylll.  and  upon  the  account  of  the  fame,  (hall  be  ex- 
Pole7Gre  ^ngu^'^  and  laid  afide,  as  of  things  that  had 
gory XIII. never  been.  Neither  mall  it  be  lawful  for  our 
Attorney-Generals,  or  any  other  Perfons,  pub- 
lick  or  private,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occafion 
whatever,  to  make  mention,  or  make  any  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  fame,  in  any  Court  or  Jurifdic- 
tion  whatever. 

II.  We  forbid  all  our  Subjects,  of  what  Con- 
dition or  Quality  foever,  to  renew  the  Remem- 
brance thereof,  to  affront  or  provoke  each  other 
by  Reproaches  of  what  is  paft,  upon  any  account 
or  pretence  whatever  ;  to  difpute,  contend, 
quarrel,  abufe,  or  offend  one  another,  by  Word 
or  Deed,  but  to  forbear,  and  live  peaceably  to- 
gether, as  Brethren,  Friends,  and  Fellow-Citizens, 
on  pain  for  the  Delinquents  of  being  punifh'd  as 
Infractors  of  the  Peace,  and  Difturbers  of  the 
Publick  Good. 

III.  It  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure,  that  the 
Catholick  Religion  mail  be  reftored  and  re- 
eftabliih'd  in  all  Places  and  Parts  of  this  our 
Kingdom,  and  Territories  under  our  Obedience, 
where  the  Exercife  thereof  has  been  interrupted, 
there  to  be  freely  and  peaceably  perform'd  with- 
out the  leaft  Trouble  and  Moleftation.  Forbidr 
ing  moft  exprefly  all  Perfons,  of  what  State, 
Quality,  or  Condition  foever,  on  the  Pains  a- 
bove-mention'd,  to  trouble,  moleft,  or  difturb 
the  Ecclefiafticks  in  the  Celebration  of  Divine 
Service,  Injoyment  and  Gathering  of  their 
Tythes,  Fruits,  and  Revenues  of  their  Bene- 
fices, and  all  other  Rights  and  Immunities  to 
them  appertaining.  And  that  all  fuch  who, 
during  the  prefent  and  precedent  Troubles, 
have  taken  potfefTion  of  Churches,  Houfes, 
Eftates,  and  Revenues  belonging  to  the  faid 
Ecckfia (licks,  and  who  detain  and  occupy  the 

lame, 
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fame,  fhall  yield  them  the  entire  Pofleflion,  and  Henrylll. 
peaceable  Injoyment  thereof,  with  fuch  Rights,  p  lS77- 
Liberties,  and  Immunities  as  they  injoy'd  before  g0ryXIII. 
their  being  difpoiTefs'd  of  the  fame.  *~  ->r*J 

IV.  And  to  remove  all  occafion  of  Conten- 
tions and  Differences  amongft  our  Subjects,  we 
have  allow'd  and  do  permit  thofe  of  the  faid 
pretended  Reform'd  Religion,  to  live  and  inhabit 
in  all  the  Cities  and  Places  of  this  our  Kingdom 
and  Territories  under  our  Obedience,  without 
being  troubled,  vex'd,  molefted,  or  conftrain'd 
to  do  any  thing  againft  their  Confcience,  or 
difturb'd  in  the  Houfes  and  Places  where  they 
mall  think,  fit  to  inhabit,  they  behaving  them- 
felves  according  to  the  Contents  of  this  our 
prefent  Edict. 

V.  We  have  alfo  given  leave  to  all  Lords, 
Gentlemen,  and  others,  as  well  actual  Inhabi- 
tants,   as  others   profeffing  the  pretended   Re- 
form'd Religion,    poffefling  in  our   faid   King- 
dom, High  Jurisdiction,  or  full  Fief  de  Hauler  t* 
as  in  Normandy  ^  either  in  proper,    or  without 
Property,  in  the  whole,  or  half,  or  third  part, 
to  have  in  fuch  their  Houfes  of  the  faid  High 
Jurifdiction,    or  above- faid   Fiefs,    which   they 
(hall  be  obliged  to  name  to  our  Bailiffs  and  Se- 
nefchals,    every  one   in  his  Precinct,   for  their 
chief  Abode,  the  Exercife  of  the  faid  Religion, 
as  long   as  they  mall  be  refident  there ;  and  in 
their  abfence  their  Wives  or  Families  which  they 
fhall  anfwer  for.     We  alfo  allow  them  the  faid 
Exercife  in   their  other  Houfes  of  High  Jurif- 
diction, or  above-faid  Fiefs  of  Hauler^  as  long 
as  they  mail  be  prefent  there  •,  the  whole  as  well 
for  themfelves,    their  Families,  Subjects,  as  o- 
thers,  who  fhall  be  defirous  to  go  to  it. 

VI.  In  fuch  Houfes  of  Fief,  where  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion  fhall  not  pofTefs  the  faid  High  Jurif- 
diction 
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Henrylll.  diction  of  Fief  de  Haubert,  they  mall  only  be 
*57|-    allow'd   the   faid  Exercife    for  their    Families. 
goryXIII.  Yet,  in  cafe  any  of  their  Friends  mould  chance 
i  to  come  there  to  the  number  of  ten,   or  any 
Chriftning  happen  in  hafte,    the  Company  not 
exceeding  the  faid  number  of  ten,  they  fhall  not 
be  difquieted  or  profecuted   for  the  fame.     Pro- 
vided alfo,  that  the  faid  Houfes   are  neither  fi- 
tuated    within  Cities,    Towns,  or   Villages  be- 
longing  to    Catholick  Lords,    High   Jufticers, 
other  than  us,  in  which  the  faid  Catholick  Lords 
have  their  Houfes ;  in  which  cafe,  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion  fhall  not  be  allow'd  to  perform  the 
faid  Exercife  in  the  faid  Cities,    Towns,   and 
Villages,  without  Leave  and  Permiflion  of  the 
faid  Lords  High  Jufticers,  and  no  otherwife. 

VII.  We  alio  allow  thofe  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion to  perform  and  continue  the  Exercife  there- 
of in  all  the  Cities  and  Towns,  where  it  fhall  be 
publickly  perform*d  on  the  17th  Day  of  the 
prefent  Month  of  September.  However,  except- 
ing fuch  Towns  as  belong  to  Catholicks,  pof- 
fefs'd  at  prefent  by  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  in 
which  thofe  Exercifes  were  not  perform' d  before 
the  laft  taking  up  of  Arms,  even  in  the  time  of 
the  former  Peace. 

VIII.  Moreover,  in  every  one  of  the  ancient 
Bailiwicks,  Senefchalfhips ,  and  Governments, 
holding  the  Place  of  a  Bailiwick,  referring  di- 
rectly, and  without  Mediation  to  the  Courts  of 
Parliament,  we  ordain,  That  in  the  Suburbs  of 
one  City,  there  being  feveral  Cities  in  the  Baili- 
wick, or  for  want  of  Cities,  in  a  Town  or  Vil- 
lage, the  Exercife  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  be 
allow'd  for  all  Comers. 

IX.  Forbidding  all  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion, 
molt  exprefly  to  perform  any  Exercife  thereof, 
either*  %  «o   Miniftry,   Regulation,  Difcipline, 

or 
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or  publick  Inftitution  of  Children,  and  others,  inHenryllL' 
this  our  ("aid  Kingdom  and  Territories  under  our  „  ^77- 
Obedience,  in  whatever  relates  to  Religion,  ex-  goryXIII. 
cepting  in  the  Places  above  granted  and  allow'd. 

X.  As  alfo  to  perform  any  Exercife  of  the 
{aid  Religion  in  our  Court  and  Attendance,  nor 
within  ten  Leagues  about  it,  nor  in  our  Lands 
and  Countries  beyond  the  Mounts,  nor  alfo  in 
eur  City,  Provoftihip,  and  Vice-County  of 
Paris,  nor  within  ttn  Leagues  round  about  the 
fame  ;  the  which  ten  Leagues  we  have  limited, 
and  do  limit  to  the  following  Places  ;  Meaux, 
and  the  Suburbs  ;  Meleun,  and  the  Suburbs  ;  a 
League  beyond  Chartres,  under  Mont-le-hery  ; 
Dourdan,  and  the  Suburbs  ;  Rambouillet,  Hou~ 
dan,  and  the  Suburbs  •,  a  long  League  beyond 
Meulan,  'Tigni,  Merit,  and  S.  Leu  de  Serans. 
In  all  which  Places  we  do  not  allow  any  Exer- 
cife of  the  faid  Religion.  Neverthelefs  thofe  of 
the  faid  Religion,  living  in  the  faid  Lands  and 
Countries  beyond  the  Mounts,  and  in  our  faid 
City,  Provoftfhip,  and  Vice-County  of  Parisy 
extended  as  above-faid,  fhall  neither  be  difturb'd 
in  their  Houfes,  nor  conftrain'd  to  do  any  thing 
on  the  account  of  Religion  contrary  to  their 
Confciences,  provided  always  they  behave  them- 
felves  according  to  the  Rules  prefcribed  in  our 
prefent  Edict. 

XI.  We  do  injoin  all  Preachers,  Readers, 
and  others,  who  fpeak  in  Publick,  not  to  ufe 
any  Words,  Difcourfes,  and  Expreffions,  tend- 
ing to  excite  the  People  to  Sedition ;  but,  ont 
the  contrary,  to  content  and  behave  themfelves 
modeftly,  faying  nothing  but  what  may  tend  to> 
the  Inftruction  and  Edification  of  the  Hearers, 
and  to  maintain  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  by 
us  eftablifh'd  in  our  faid  Kingdom,  on  the  Pains 
mention'd  in  our  precedent  Edicts  •,  command- 
ing 
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Henrylll.  Jng  our  Attorney-Generals,  and  other  our  Of- 
plJ7Q  ficers,  moft  exprefly  to  fee  the  fame  perform'd. 
goryXIII.  XII.  Thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  mail  be  no- 
i  wife  conftrain'd,  neither  mail  they  remain  bound 
upon  the  account  of  the  Abjurations,  Promifes, 
and  Oaths,  heretofore  made  or  taken  by  them, 
or  Security  by  them  given  upon  the  account  of 
the  faid  Religion  •,  and  mail  never  be  molefted 
or  troubled  for  the  fame  in  any  kind  whatever. 

XIII.  They  (hall  be  obliged  to  keep  and  ob- 
ferve  the  Feftivals  eftablifh'd  in  the  Catholick, 
Apoftolick  and  Reman  Church  -,  neither  mail 
they  be  allow'd  on  fuch  Days  to  labour,  work, 
fell,  or  expofe  Goods  to  fale  in  open  Shop  ; 
neither  mail  the  Shambles  be  open'd  on  fuch 
Days,  in  which  the  Ufe  of  Flefh  is  forbidden. 

XIV.  No  Books  fhall  be  allow'd  to  be  fold 
in  our  Kingdom,  Countries,  Territories,  and 
Lordfhips  under  our  Obedience,  without  being 
firft  examined  by  our  Officers  redding  there  ; 
and  fuch  as  are  written  in  relation  to  the  faid 
pretended  Reform'd  Religion,  by  the  Chambers 
hereafter  by  us  ordain'd  in  every  Parliament, 
to  judge  of  the  Caufes  and  Differences  of  thofe 
of  the  faid  Religion  •,  prohibiting  moft  exprefly 
the  Impreffion,  Publication,  and  Sale  of  all  de- 
famatory Books,  Libels,  and  Writings,  on  the. 
Pains  contain'd  in  our  Ordinances  ;  injoining  ail 
our  Judges  and  Officers  to  have  an  Eye  upon 
the  fame. 

XV.  We  alfo  order,  That  no  Difference  or 
Diftinction  fhall  be  made  upon  account  of  Re- 
ligion •,  to  receive  Scholars  to  be  inftructed  in 
the  Uni verities,  Colleges,  and  Schools  ;  and 
the  Sick  and  poor  into  the  Hofpitals,  &c.  and 
publick  Alms-houfes. 

XVI.  Thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform'd 
Religion,  fhall  be  obliged  to  obferve  the  Laws 

of 
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of  the  Catholick,   Apoftolick,  Roman  Church,  HenryXIl^ 
received    in   this    our  Kingdom,    in    refpect  to  _ '  577- 
Marriages  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  as  tOgoryXiiL 
the  Degrees  of  Confanguinity  and  Affinity,  to 
avoid   the    Debates  and   Suits  that    might   be 
thereby  occafion'd,  to  the  Ruin  of  moil  of  the 
belt  Families  of  the  fame,  and  the  Diflblution 
of  the  Bonds  of  Friendship  that  are  acquired  by 
Marriage,  and  Alliance  among  our  Subjects. 

XVII.  Thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  mail  be 
obliged  to  pay  the  Rights  of  Entrance,  as  is 
ufual  for  the  Places  and  Offices  they  fhall  be  ad- 
mitted into,  without  being  obliged  to  aflitt  at 
any  Ceremonies  contrary  to  their  faid  Religion. 
And  being  Called  to  their  Oath,  they  fhall  only 
be  obliged  to  hold  up  their  Hand  to  fwear,  and 
promife  to  God  that  they  will  fpeak  the  Truth, 
without  being  bound  to  take  a  Difpenfation  of 
the  Oath  by  them  taken,  in  pafling  the  Con- 
tracts and  Bonds. 

XVIII.  It  is  alfo  our  Will  and  Pleafure,  that 
all  thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform'd  Reli- 
gion, and  others  who  have  been  ingaged  in  their 
Party,  of  what  Degree,  Quality,  or  Condition 
foever,  fhall  be  bound  and  conitrain'd,  by  all 
due  and  reafonable  Ways,  and  under  the  Penal- 
ties contain'd  in  our  precedent  Edicts  made  upon 
this  Subject,  to  pay  and  acquit  the  Tithes  due  to 
Curates,  and  other  Ecclefiafticks,  and  to  all  others 
to  whom  they  may  belong,  according  to  the  Ufe 
and  Cuftom  of  Places. 

XIX.  And  in  order  the  better  to  reunite  the 
Wills  of  our  Subjects,  which  is  our  Intention, 
and  to  remove  all  Caufe  of  Complaint  for  the  fu- 
ture, we  do  declare  all  thofe  of  the  faid  pretended 
Reform'd  Religion,  and  others  our  aforefaid  Sub- 
jects that  have  been  ingaged  in  their  Party, 
Capable  to  hold  and  exercife  all  Eftates,  Dignities, 

V.  III.  Part  II.         N  Offices, 
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p  *5^?\ties  and  Lordfhips,  and    fuch   as  belong  to  the 
goryXIll.  Cities  of  our  Kingdoms,  Countries,  Territories 
and  Lord  mips  under  our  Obedience,  and  to  be 
admitted  and   received   into   the  fame,  without 
Dhtinction,  and  without  being  obliged  to  take 
any  Oath,  or  lie  under  any  Obligation,  but  well 
and  faithfully  to  difcharge  their  Employments, 
Dignities,   Places  and  Offices,    and   to  obferve 
the  Ordinances.     And  when   any  Vacancy  of 
the  Employments,  Places,    and  Offices   within 
our  Difpofal   fhail  happen,   they  mail   be  by  us 
reimp'aced,  without  Diftincticn  of  Religion,  by 
able  Pcrfons,  as  we   mail  think  proper  for  the 
good  of  our  Service.     We  alfo   allow  thofe  of 
the  faid  Religion  to   be  admitted  and   received 
in  ail  Councils,    Deliberations,  Affemblies   and 
Functions  depending  on  the  above-faid  Things, 
and  that  they  mail  neither  be  rejected,  or  debar'd 
the  Enjoyment  thereof  on  account  of  the  faid 
Religion. 

XX.  We  alfo  order,  that  for  the  interring  of 
the  Dead  of  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  within 
all  the  Cities  and  Places  of  this  Realm,  our 
Officers  and  Magistrates  mail  fpeedily  provide  a 
convenient  Place  in  every  Town  for  that  end. 
The  which  we  enjoin  our  faid  Officers  to  do  ; 
and  to  take  care  that  no  Scandals  may  be  com- 
mitted at  the  faid  Burials. 

XXI.  And  to  the  end  that  Juftice  may  be 
done  and  adminiftred  to  all  our  Subjects,  with- 
out Partiality,  Hatred,  or  Favour,  which  is  one 
of  the  principal  Means  to  maintain  them  in 
Peace  and  Concord  ;  Wxe  have  and  do  ordain, 
that  in  every  one  of  our  Courts  of  Parliament  of 
Paris,  Rouen,  Dijon,  and  Rennes,  there  fhail 
be  a  Chamber  eftablifh'd  ;  compofed  for  that  of 
the  Parliament  of  Pans,   of  a  Prefident  and 

fixteen 


Bo  ok  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  Fr  a  n  c  e  .  179 

fixteen  Counfellors :  For  that  of  Rouen,  of  a  Pre-  Henry IH. 
iident  and  twelve  Counfellors;  and  for  thofe  ofp  iC"7- 
Dijon   and   Ronnes,    of  one  Prefident   and  ten„0;yxu{ 
Counfellors;  which  faid    Prefidents   andCoun-*3 
fellors  (hall  be  elected  and  taken  by  us  out  of  the 
number  of  thofe  of  the  faid  Courts. 

XXII.  And  as  for  the  Courts  of  Parliament 
of  Bourdeaux,  Grenoble  and  Aix,  a  Chamber  mail 
alfo  be  eftabliuYd  in  every  one  of  them,  compos'd 
of  two  Presidents,  the  one  a  Catholick,  and  the 
other  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform 'd  Religion  •, 
and  twelve  Counfellors,  of  which  eight  mall  be 
Catholicks,  and  the  other  four  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion. Which  Catholick  Prefidents  and  Coun- 
cilors mail  be  by  us  elected,  and  nominated  out 
of  the  Number  of  the  Prefidents  and  Counfellors 
of  the  faid  Courts.  And  as  to  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion,  fuch  {hall  be  employ'd,  as  fhall  be 
found  at  this  very  time  in  poffeflion  of  the  faid 
Offices  in  the  faid  Courts.  And  in  fuch  places 
where  their  Number  fhall  not  be  fufficient,  we 
fhall  erect  other  Offices,  as  much  as  fhall  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  fill  up  the  aforefaid  Number,  with  the 
fame  Salaries,  Honours,  Authorities  and  Prero- 
gatives as  the  others  of  our  faid  Courts,  for  Per- 
fons  of  the  faid  Religion. 

XXIII.  A  Chamber  fhall  alfo  be  tfhblim'd 
for  the  J  urifdiction  of  our  Court  of  ParU  .i^ent  of 
Thouloufe,  compos'd  as  the  others  of  two  Prefi- 
dents, the  one  a  Catholick,  and  the  other  of  the 
faid  Religion  ;  and  of  twelve  Councilors,  eight 
Catholicks  and  the  other  four  of  the  faici  Reli- 
gion. Which  Catholicks  fhall  be  by  us  ci:o  fen 
out  of  our  other  Courts  of  Parliament,  and  01 it 
of  the  great  Council :  And  as  for  thole  of  the 
faid  Religion,  fuch  fhall  be  employ'd  there  as 
fhall  be  found  flill  at  this  prefent  time  provided 
with  Offices  in  the  faid  Parliament  of  ij^ouloufei 

N  2  beiid.es 
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Henrylll.befides  which  a  fufficient  Number  fhall  be  created 

*577-    to  fupply  the  faid  Chamber,  as  is  above  faid,  for 

eoryXI!l"t^e  otners-     Which  Chamber  being  thus  com- 

•  pos'd,  fhall   be  by  us  fent  into  the  City  of 

And  as  for  that  of  Daupbine,  it  mail  fit  fix 
Months  in  our  City  of  Grenoble,  and  the  other 
fix  Months  in  fuch  other  City  as  we  (hall  here- 
after order. 

XXIV.  The  faid  Chambers  compos'd  as  a- 
bovefaid,  and  eftablifh'd  in  all  our  faid  Parlia- 
ments, fhall  take  cognizance,  and  judge  fovereign- 
ly  and  definitively,  by  Decree,  exclusively  to  all 
others,  of  Suits  and  Differences  mov'd  or  to  be 
mov'd :  In  which  Suits  thofe  of  the  faid  pretend- 
ed Reformed  Religion,  and  others  that  have  been 
engag'd  in  their  Party,  fhall  be  Principals  or 
"Warrantees,  either  Plaintiffs  or  Defendants  in 
all  Caufes,  Civil  or  Criminal,  whether  the  faid 
Proceffes  be  by  Writ  or  Verbal  Appeals,  in  cafe 
the  faid  Parties  like  it  fo,  and  one  of  them  re- 
quires it  before  any  Plea  in  the  Caufe,  in  refpect 
to  Suits  to  be  commenc'd. 

XXV.  It  is  alfo  our  Pleafure  by  way  of  Pro- 
vifion,  until  we  have  otherwife  ordained  it,  that 
in  all  Proceffes  mov'd,  or  to  be  mov'd,  in  which 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  ftand  as  Plaintiffs 
or  Defendants,  Principals  or  Warrantees  in  Ci- 
vil Caufes,  in  which  our  Officers  of  Prefidial 
Seats  have  power  to  judge  fovereignly,  and  de- 
finitively ;  they  fhall  be  allowed  to  demand  that 
two  of  thofe  of  the  Chamber,  where  the  faid 
Caufe  is  to  be  try'd,  fhall  abftain  from  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  fame  ;  who,  without  afking  for  any 
reaibn,  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  abftain  in  this  cafe  : 
Notwithstanding  the  Ordinance,  by  which  the 
Judges  cannot  be  excepted  againil  without  a  juft 
caufe  :  Befides  that,  their  Challenges  againft  o- 
thers  fhall  be  deemed  good  and  valid.     And  in 

Criminal 


BookVI.  Reformed  Churches  in  France.  181 
Criminal  Matters,  in  which  they  alfo  judge  fo-  Henrylll. 
vereignly,  the  accus'd  of  the  faid  Religion  mall  p\l7Qre 
beallow'd  to  demand,  that  three  of  the  Judges  goryXIII. 
fhould  abftain  from  the  Judgment  of  their  Pro- ' 
cefs,  without  mewing  caufe.  And  the  Provofb 
of  the  Marfhals  of  France,  Vice- Bailiffs,  Vice- 
Senefchals,  Lieutenants  of  the  fhort  Robe,  and 
other  Officers  of  the  like  Quality,  mall  judge  ac- 
cording to  the  Ordinances  and  Rules  heretofore 
given  in  refpect  to  Vagabonds.  And  as  for 
Houfholders  charg'd  and  accus'd  of  Provoftal  or 
Criminal  Cafes,  if  they  be  of  the  faid  Religion, 
they  fhall  be  allow'd  to  demand  that  three  of  the 
Prefidial  Judges,  before  whom  the  faid  Cafes  are 
to  be  try'd  by  the  Statutes,  mould  abftain  from 
the  Judgment  of  their  Procefs  :  And  they  fhall 
be  oblig'd  to  abftain  from  the  fame,  without 
fhewing  caufe  ;  unlefs  when  in  the  Chamber  of 
the  faid  Prefidial  Seats,  where  the  faid  ProcefTes 
are  to  be  judg'd,  there  be  two  in  Civil  Cafes, 
and  three  in  Criminal  Matters  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion ;  in  which  cafe  it  mall  not  be  allow'd  to 
except  againft  any  one  without  fhewing  caufe. 
But  yet  we  do  not  mean  that  the  &td  Prefidiai 
Tribunals,  Provofts,  Marfhals,  Bailiffs,  and  Vice- 
Senefchals,  by  virtue  hereof  fhould  take  cogni- 
zance of  the  Troubles  pair. 

XXVI*  'It  is  farther  our  Will  and  Pieafure, 
that  our  moft:  dearly  beloved  Brother  the  King 
of  Navarre,  our  moft  dearly  beloved  Coufin  the 
Prince  of  Conde,  as  well  as  all  other  Lords, 
Knights,  Gentlemen,  and  others,  of  what  Qua- 
lity and  Condition  foever  of  the  faid  Religion, 
and  others  that  have  been  engag'd  in  their  Party, 
fhall  be  reftor'd  and  effectually  preferv'd  in  the 
Poffeffion  of  their  Governments,  Places,  Eftates, 
and  Royal  Offices,  which  they  enjoy'd  before 
the  24th  of  Augufi,  1572.  the  faid  to  hold  anc£ 
N  3  to 
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;577-  Governors  and  Officers  of  this  bur  fame  King - 
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goryXIII 


Patent  •,  all  Decrees  and  Judgments  given  a- 
gainft  them,  and  Letters  Patent  obtain'd  by  o- 
thers  for  the  faid  Employments  notwithstanding. 
As  alfo  they  fhall  re-enter  in  pofTeffion  of  all 
and  fingnlar  their  Eftates,  Rights,  Names,  Dues, 
and  Actions,  all  Judgments  and  Sentences  given 
upon  the  account  of  the  faid  Troubles  notwith- 
ftanding.  The  which  Decrees,  Judgments,  Let- 
ters Patent,  and  all  that  may  have  follow'd,  we 
have  to  that  end  declar'd,  and  do  declare  null, 
and  of  no  effect  and  value. 

XXVII.  Not  intending;  however  thatthofeof 
the  laid  Religion,  and  others  that  have  been  en- 
gag'd  in  their  Party,  who  have  rejign'd  their 
Employments  and  Offices  by  virtue  of  our  Let- 
ters Patent,  or  of  the  late  King  our  moft  honour'd 
Lord  and  Brother,  whom  God  abfolve,  mould 
recover  the  fame,  and  re-enter  into  the  Pof- 
feflion  thereof;  reierving  to  them  however  all 
Actions  again  ft  the  PofiefTors  and  Titularies  of 
the  faid  Offices,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Price 
agreed  on  between  them,  upon  the  account  of 
the  faid  Refignations.  And  as  for  thofe  who 
have  been  conftrain'd  by  particular  Perfons,  by 
Fact  and  Force  to  refign  their  faid  Employments 
and  Offices,  we  do  grant  them  and  their  Heirs 
to  fue  for  the  fame  by  Law,  in  a  civil  manner, 
both  againft  thofe  that  have  ufed  the  faid  Force, 
and  againft  their  Heirs  and  SucceMbrs. 

XXVIII.  And  as  for  thofe  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion, and  others  who  have  been  engalg'd  in  their 
Party,  and  had  the  Grant  of  the  faid  Offices  be- 
fore the  24th  of  Aitgufi,  1572.  and  were  not  yet 
receiv'd  into  the  fame  :  It  is  our  Will  and  Plea- 
sure that  they  be  receiv'd  into  the  faid  Employ- 
ments^ 
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ments,  and  that  all  neceffary  Patents  mould  be  Henry  III. 
delivered  to  that  end.  »l57r 

XXIX.  It  is  alfo  our  Will  andPleafure,  That  ^JyXiIL 
in  cafe  any  Commander -fhips  of  the  Order  of  St.**. 
John  of  Jerufalem,  belonging  to  thofe  of  the  faid 
pretended  Reform'd  Religion,  and  others  who 
have  been  engag'd  in  their  Party,  mall  be  found 
feiz'd  by  Authority  cf  Juftice,  or  otherwife, 
barely  upon  account  and  pretence  of  the  Trou- 
bles, and  they  any  wife  difpciTefs'd  of  the  fame, 
they  fhall  be  immediately  reftor'd  to  the  (aid 
Commanders,  and  they  again  put  into  the  fame 
Pofleftions  of  the  faid  Commanderfhips,  as  they 
were  before  the  24th  of  Anguft,  1572. 

XXX.  The  Outcries  and  publick  Sales  of 
Inheritances,  againft  which  a  Decree  is  profe- 
cuted,  fhall  be  performed  in,  and  at  the  ufual 
Hours  and  Places,  if  poftrble,  according  to  our 
Ordinances,  or  in  the  publick  Market-places, 
in  cafe  there  be  a  Market  in  the  Place  where  the 
faid  Heritages  lie :  And  in  cafe  there  be  none,  it 
mall  be  done  in  the  next  Market-place  belong- 
ing to  the  Jurifdiclion  of  the  Court,  where  the 
Judgment  is  to  be  pafs'd.  And  the  Paper  of 
Notice  (hall  be  affix'd  to  the  Port,  of  the  faid 
Market-places,  and  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Au- 
ditory of  the  faid  Place.  And  in  fo  doing  the 
faid  Publications  fhall  be  good  and  valuable,  and 
they  fhall  proceed  to  the  Interpol  tion  of  a  De- 
cree, without  regard  to  the  Nullities  that  might 
be  alledg'd  in  that  refpect. 

XXXI.  The  Acquifitions  cf  Church-lands 
made  by  thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Refornhl 
Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  engag'd  in 
their  Party,  without  our  Authority,  fhall  be  void, 
and  of  no  effect :  And  therefore  we  ordain,  and 
it  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure,  that  the  faid  Eccle- 
iiafticks  (hall  be  reftor'd  without  delay,  and  con- 
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Her.rylll  finu'd  into  the  real  and  actual  Poflefiion  and  En- 
p''^r     j°yment  °f  the  Eftates   thus  alienated,   without 
gory a  ill  being  obiig'd  to  pay  back   the  Price  of  the  faid 
Sales  :    the  faid  Contracts  of  Sale  notwithftand- 
ina      The  which  to  that   end  we  have   cancel'd 
and  revok'd  as  null,  faving  a  Redrefs  to  the  Pur- 
chafers,  againft  fuch  as  it  may  concern.     And  in 
order  to  the  Reimburfement  of  the  Purchafsrs  of 
the  faid  Lands,  for  the  Money   by  them  really 
and  truly  disburs'd,  we    will    grant  our  Letters 
Patent  for  Leave  to  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion, 
to  impofe  and  equal  upon  themfelves   the  Sums 
to  which  the  faid  Sales  may  amount,  without  the 
Purchafers  being  allow'd  to  pretend  any  Action 
of  Damage  or  Intereft,  for  want  of   enjoyment, 
but   mall  reft  fatisfy'd  with  the  Reimburfement 
of  the  Money  laid  out  by  them,  for  the  Price  of 
the  laid  Acquifitions,  abating  upon  the  faid  Price, 
the  Fruits  gather'd  and  receiv'd  by  them,  in  cafe 
the  faid  Sale  be  adjudg'd  to  have  been  made  at 
an  unreafonabJe  and  too  low  rate. 

XXXII.  All  Difinheritations,  or  Privations, 
either  bv  way  of  aifpofing  among  living  Perfons, 
or  by  Wills,  barely  out  of  hatred,  or  upon  ac- 
count of  Religion,  mall  not  be  allow'd,  neither 
for  the  time  paft,  nor  for  the  future,  among  our 
Subjects.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  military  Wills 
made,  during  the  faid  prefent  and  precedent 
Troubles  on  either  fide,  mail  be  valid,  and  fhall 
hold  according  to  the  Difpofition  of  the  Law. 

XXXIII.  The  Diforders  and  Excefes  commit- 
ted on  the  24th  of  Auguft,  and  the  following 
Days  in  confequence  of  the  faid  Day,  in  our  good 
City  of  Paris,  and  other  Cities  and  Parts  of  our 
faid  Kingdom,  were  done  to  our  great  Grief  and 
Sorrow.  And  therefore  as  a  lingular  Demon- 
stration of  our  Goodnefs  and  Kindnefs  towards 
pur  Subjects,    we  do  declare  the  Widows  and 

Children 
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Children  of  thofe  that  were  kill'd  on  the  faidDays,  HenryllL 
in  any  part  of  our  faid  Kingdom,  free  fromcontri-  p0J|^J.e. 
buting  towards  the  Impoft  or  Taxes  that  fhail  be  goryXIII. 
laid  for  the  Ban  zn&Arriere-ban,  if  their  Husbands  u  —  w— «J 
or  Fathers  were  Nobles :  Or  if  their  faid  Husbands 
or  Fathers  were  not  Gentlemen,  and  confequently 
liable  to  pay  the  *  Tax  :  We  for  the  fame  Confi-  *  A  he  amy 
derations  difcharge  the  faid  Widows  arid-Children  Tax  uPon 
of  all  Taxes  and  Impofts,  the  whole,   for  and -Q  Qentk- 
during  the  Term  of  fix  Years  next  coming :  For-  men, 
bidding  all  our  Officers,  every  one  in  his  Precinct, 
to  comprehend  them  in  the  fame,  contrary  to  our 
prefent  Will  and  Intention. 

XXXIV.  We  likewife  declare  all  Sentences* 
Judgments,  Decrees,  Proceedings,  Seizures,  Sales 
and  Orders,  made  and  given  again  ft  thofe  of  the 
faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion,  whether  alive- 
or  dead,  fince  the  Death  of  the  late  King  Henryy 
our  moft  honcur'd  Lord  and  Father,  upon  the 
account  of  the  faid  Religion,  Tumults,  and 
Troubles  bappen'd  fince,  together  with  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  faid  Judgments  and  Sentences  from 
this  very  time  to  be  raz'd,  void  and  null,  as  we 
do  hereby  raze,  revoke  and  annul  the  fame.  And 
order  the  fame  to  be  raz'd  and  taken  out  of  the 
Registers  of  the  Rolls  of  the  Courts,  as  well  fo- 
vereign  as  inferior  :  As  alfo  our  Pleafure  is,  that 
all  Marks,  Signs  and  Monuments  of  the  faid 
Executions,  Books  and  A  els,  defamatory  to  their 
Perfons,  Memories,  and  Pofterities,  mould  be 
remev'd  and  defjc*d.  And  that  all  Places  de- 
molifhed  or  raffed  on  that  account,  fhall  be  re- 
ftor'd  fuch  as  they  are,  to  the  true  Owners  there- 
of, to  enjoy  the  fame,  and  difpofe  of  them  as 
they  fhall  think  fit.  And  we  have  generally 
cancel'd,  revok'd,  and  annul'd  all  Proceedings 
and  Informations  made  for  any  Enterprizes,  pre- 
tended Crimes  of  High-Treafon,  or  others ;  the 

faid. 
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Henry  III.  f  iid  Proceedings,  Decrees  and  Judgments  con- 
Poll7 Gr  .ta'nmg  Reunion,  Incorporation  and  Confifcation  ; 
gor;XIIl.  notwithstanding,  willing  that  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  engag'd  in 
their  Party,  mould  be  rePcored  to  the  real  and 
actual  PoflerTion  of  all  and  every  their  Eftates. 

XXXV.  And  whereas  by  virtue  of  our  afore- 
faid  Declaration,  all  Decrees  and  Judgments  gi- 
ven againft  the  late  Lord  of  Chatiiion,  Admiral 
of  France ,  and  the  Execution  of  the  fame,  remain 
void  and  of  no  effect,  as  things  never  done  nor 
.happen'd  :  We,  in  confluence  of  the  laid  De- 
claration, order  that  all  the  faid  Decrees,  Judg- 
ments, Proceedings  and  Acts  made  againit  the 
faid  Lord  of  Chatilion,  be  cancelled  and  taken 
out  of  the  Ro'Is,  as  well  of  our  Courts  of  Par- 
liament, as  of  all  other  Jurifdictions  :  And  that 
the  Memory  of  the  faid  Admiral  mall  be  un- 
tainted •,  and  that  his  Children  mall  remain  in 
full  PofiefTion  of  their  Honours  and  EhVttes,  in 
that  refpect,  notwithstanding  the  faid  Decrees, 
importing  Reunion  and  Incorporation  of  the  faid 
Eftates,  to  the  demefne  of  our  Crown,  of  which  we 
will  caufe  a  larger  and  more  particular  Declaration 
to  be  given  to  the  faid  Children,  if  neceffary. 

XXXVI.  We  will  have  the  fame  done  in  re- 
lation to  the  Sieurs  de  Mcntgommery,  Montbrurt, 
Briquemaut  and  Cavaignes. 

XXXVII.  We  forbid  the  making  of  any  Pro- 
ceflions,  either  for  the  Death  of  our  late  Coufm 
the  Prince  of  CondU  or  for  what  happen'd  on  St. 
Bartholomew's  Day,  1572.  and  all  other  Acts 
that  might  refrefh  the  Memory  of  the  Troubles. 

XXXVIII.  All  Proceedings  made,  Judgments 
and  Decrees  given  againft  thofe  of  the  (aid  Re- 
ligion bearing  Arms,  either  abfent  from  our  faid 
Kingdom,  or  retir'd  into  any  Cities  and  Countries 
of  the  fame,  held  by  them,  but  not  upon  ac- 
count 
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count  of  Religion  and  the  Troubles ;  together  Henrylll. 
with  all  Nonfuits,   Prefcriptions,  as  well  legal,  p  **7q 
conventional,  as  cuftomary  ;    all  feodal  Seizures  o-oryXIII. 
accrued  during  the  prefent  or  precedent  Troubles, 
fhall  be  deemed  as  not  perform'd,  happen'd,  nor 
granted,  and  as  fuch  we  have   and   do  declare 
them  to  be ;  have  and  do  annihilate  them,  with- 
out any  Redrefs  to  the  Parties,  but  they  fhall  be 
reftor'd  to  the   fame    Condition   in  which  they 
were  before,  notwithstanding   the    faid  Decrees, 
arid  the  Execution  thereof ;    and  the  PofTeffion 
of  the  fame,  fhall  be  reftor'd  to  them  as  they  had 
it  on  the  faid  24th   of  Av^ujl,  1572.     What  is 
above- written,    fnall  alfo  hoid  good    for  others 
who  have  been  engag'd  in  the  Party  of  thofe  of 
the  faid  Religion,  fince  the  laft  taking  up  of  Arms, 
or  that  have  abfented   from   our  laid  Kingdom 
upon  the  account  of  the  Troubles,  and   for  the 
minor  Children  of  thofe   of  the  Quality  above- 
faid,  who  died  during  the  faid  Troubles.      Re- 
ftoring  the  Parties  to    the    fame  Condition,  in 
which  they  were  before,  without  paying  Charges 
or  being  oblig'd  to  confign  the  Fines. 

XXXIX.  All  Prifoners  that  are  detain'd,  either 
by  Authority  of  Juftice,  or  olherwife,  even  upon 
the  Galleys,  on  account  of  the  prefent  or  prece- 
dent Troubles,  fnall  be  freed  and  fet  at  liberty 
on  both  fides,  without  paying  any  Ranfom  : 
Cancelling  and  annulling  all  paft  Obligations  011 
that  Subject,  difcharging  the  Securities  thereof; 
exhibiting  and  forbidding  moft  exprefly  all  fuch, 
in  -iiofe  keeping  the  faid  Prifoners  are,  to  ufe 
an  y  i?orce  or  Violence  againft  them,  to  abufe  or 
1  ufe  them-  any  wife  in  their  Perfons,  on  pain 
cf  being  feverely  punim'd  and  chaftis'd.  How- 
ever not  meaning  that  the  Ranfoms  that  have  al- 
r  een  disburs'd.  and  paid  by  thofe  who  were 

Pnibuers  of  War  only,   {hould  be  re-demanded 

of 
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Heiirylll.  of  thofe   that  have  receiv'd  them.     And  as  to 
!577-     what  relates  to    the  Differences  concerning  the 

ooryXIII.  ^l^  Rat">f°ms  °f  thofe  that  have  been  made  Pri- 
foners  on  both  fides,  during  the  faid  Troubles, 
the  Cognizance  and  Judgment  thereof  is  re- 
ferv'd,  as  we  do  referve  it  to  us,  and  to  our 
Perfon,  forbidding  the  Parties  tofue  for  the  fame 
any  where  elfa,  but  before  us :  And  all  our  Of- 
ficers and  Magiftrates  to  take  the  leaft  cognizance 
thereof. 

XL.  And  as  to  what  has  been  done  or  taken 
without  Hojlility,  or  in  an  hoftile  manner,  con- 
trary to  the  publick  or  particular  Orders  of  the 
Chiefs,  who  had  any  Authority  to  command  in 
the  Commonalties  or  Provinces,  it  mall  be  law- 
ful to  fue  for  it,  according  to  the  common  Prac- 
tice of  the  Law. 

XLI.  It  is  alfo  cur  Will  and  Pleafure,  that  all 
Crimes  and  Offences  committed  between  Perfons 
of  the  fame  Party,  in  times  of  Troubles,  Truces, 
and  Sufpeniion  of  Arms,  ihall  be  punihVd  unlefs 
in  Actions  commanded  by  (he  Chiefs  of  either 
Part,  according  to  the  Neceflity,  Law,  and  Or- 
der of  War :  And  as  for  ail  Raifings  and  Exac- 
tions of  Money,  bearing  of  Arms,  and  other 
warlike  Exploits,  done  by  private  Authority, 
and  without  being  warranted  fo  to  do  ;  the  Per- 
fons having  fo  done,  (hall  be  profecuted  accord- 
ing to  Law. 

XLII.  The  Goods  that  fhall  be  found  in  be- 
ing, and  that  ihall  have  been  taken  by  way  of 
Hoitility,  fhall  be  reftor'd  to  the  right  Owners, 
in  cafe  they  be,  and  are  found  to  be  at  the  time 
of  the  Publication  of  the  prefent  Edict,  in  the 
PoiTeffion  of  thofe  that  have  taken  them,  or  of 
their  Heirs,  without  paying  any  thing  for  the 
Reftitution  thereof.  And  where  the  faid  Goods 
ilia  1 1  have  been  fold  or  alienated  by  Authority 

of 
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of  Juftice,   or  by  CommifTion  or  publick  Order,  Henrylll. 
belonging  either  to  Catholicks  or  to  thofe  of  the  pI57Z" 
faid  Religion,  they  mall  have  leave   to  redeem  goryXIir" 
them,  returning  the  Price    thereof  to    the  Pur-  u 
chafers  ;  declaring  that  what  was  perpetrated  at 
Paris  and   elfewhere,   on  the   24th    of  Augufi, 
1572.  and  the  following   Days  in  confequence 
of  that,  was  no  Act  of  Hoftility. 

XLIII.   As  to  what  relates  to  the  Revenues  of 

the  Immoveables,  every  one  mall  retake  pofleflion 

of  his  Houfes  and  Eftates,  and  fhall  reciprocally 

enjoy  the  Fruits  or  Products  of  the  prefentYear, 

that  (hall  not  have  been  taken  or  gather'd  on  the 

17th  Day  of  this  prefent  Month  of  September, 

Even  the  Ecclefiafticks  :    All  Seizures  and  Hin- 

derances  made  "to  the  contrary,  during  the    faid 

prefent  and  precedent  Troubles  notwithstanding. 

As  alfo  every  one  mail  enjoy  the  Arrears  of  the 

Rents  that  mall  not  have  been  taken  by  us,  or 

by  our  Orders  and  Permiffions,  or  by  Order  of 

Juftice,  or  by  Command  of  our  faid  Brother  and 

Coufin,   the   King  of  Navarre   and   Prince  of 

Condi,  or  by  others  anthoriz'd  by  them. 

XLIV.  All  Titles,  Papers,  Inftrutlions,  and 
Inftruments  that  have  been  feized,  fhall  be  re- 
turn'd  on  both  fides,  to  the  right  Owners,  al- 
tho'  the  faid  Papers,  or  the  Catties  and  Houfes 
in  which  they  were  kept,  have  been  taken  and 
feiz'd  either  by  our  fpecial  Commiffions,  or  by 
Order  of  the  Governors  and  Lieutenants- Gene- 
ral of  our  Provinces,  or  by  the  Authority  of  the 
Chiefs  of  the  other  Party,  or  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

XLV.  Thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  not  be 
overcharg'd  for  the  future,  nor  opprefs'd  with  any 
ordinary  or  extraordinary  Charges,  more  than  the 
Catholicks,  and  according  to  the  proportion  of 
their  Eftates  and  Subftance  j  and  it  mall  be  law- 
ful 
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Henrylll.ful  for  fuch  as  ihall  think  themfelves  over- 
p*?77-  burthen'd,  to  feek  for  a  Redrefs  before  the 
goryXIII.Juctees  to  v''lom  thofe  Matters  mall  be  re- 
)  ferr'd.  And  all  our  Subjects  of  what  Religion 
or  Quality  foever,  lhall  be  indifferently  dif- 
cHarg'd  of  the  Charges  that  have  been  impos'd 
on  both  fides,  on  thofe  who  were  abfent,  and 
did  not  enjoy  their  Eflates  by  reafon  of  the 
Troubles,  but  ftill  without  reftitution  of  the 
Fruits  that  fhall  have  been  employ'd  for  the 
Pavment  of  the  faid  Charges. 

XLVI.  Neither  (hall  thofe  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion, and  others  who  have  been  engag'd  in  their 
Party,  nor  the  Catholicks  who  lived  in  the  Cities 
and  Places  by  them  detain'd  and  occupy'd,  and 
who  have  paid  Contributions  to  them,  be  liable 
to  be  fued  for  the  Payment  of  the  Taxes,  Sub- 
sidies, Grants,  Increafes,  AfterTments,  Waftes, 
Reparations,  and  other  Impositions  and  Subsi- 
dies accruing  and  impos'd  fince  the  24th  of  Au- 
guft,  15J2.  until  now,  either  by  our  Orders,  or 
by  the  Advice  and  Deliberations  of  the  Gover- 
nors and  Estates  of  the  Provinces,  Courts  of  Par- 
liament, and  others  •,  which  we  have  and  do  dis- 
charge them  of,  commanding  the  Treafurers  of 
France,  Generals  of  our  Exchequers,  Receivers- 
General  and  Particular,  their  Clerks  and  Depu- 
ties, and  other  Intendants  and  Commiffioners  of 
our  faid  Exchequers,  neither  to  fue,  moleft,  or 
difquiet  them  for  the  fame,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  any  wife  whatever. 

XL VII.  The  Forces  and  Garifons  that  are  or 
fhall  be  in  Koufes,  Places,  Cities  and  Caftles  be- 
longing to  our  Subjects,  fhall  march  out  of  them 
immediately  after  the  Publication  of  the  prefent 
Edict,  and  leave  the  free  and  abfolute  Enjoy- 
ment thereof  to  the  true  Owners,  as  they  enjoy'd 
them  formerly  -,  notwithstanding  all  the  Freten- 

fions 
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fions  of  Right  that  might  be  alledg'd  by  thofe  Henrylll. 
that  detain  them  •,    which  Pretentions  they   mall  p*}e7Qie_ 
be  free   to  profecute  according  to   the  common  f?oryXIII. 
Courfe   of   Law,  after  having  quitted  the   faid  '— v—* 
Pofieffion,  which   we   will  have  effected,   efpe- 
cially  in  refpecl:  to  the  Benefices  the  Titularies 
fhall  have  been  difpoffened  of. 

XL VIII.  Free  Commerce  and  Pajfage  fhall  be 
reftor'd  through  all  the  Cities,  Towns,  Villages, 
Bridges  and  Paflagesof  our  Kingdom,  Countries, 
Lands  and  Lordfnips  under  our  Command  and 
Protection,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  Rivers  and 
Frefh- waters,  as  they  were  before  the  prefent  and 
precedent  Troubles  ;  and  all  new  Tolls  and  Sub- 
fidies  impos'd  by  any  Authority  but  our  own, 
during  the  faid  Troubles,  fhall  be  remov'd. 

XLIX.  All  Places,  Cities  and  Provinces  of 
our  faid  Kingdom,  Territories,  Lands  and  Lord- 
fhips  under  our  Obedience,  fhall  ufe  and  enjoy 
the  fame  Privileges,  Immunities,  Liberties,  Fran- 
chises, Fairs,  Markets,  Jurifdictions  and  Seats  of 
Juftice,  as  they  did  before  the  prefent  and  pre- 
cedent Troubles ;  all  Letters  to  the  contrary, 
and  the  removing  of  any  of  the  faid  Tribunals 
notwithstanding  •,  provided  thofe  things  have  on- 
ly been  done  on  account  of  the  Troubles,  the 
which  Tribunals  fhall  be  reftor'd  and  re-eftab- 
lifhed  in  the  Cities  and  Places  where  they  were 
before. 

L.  In  mch  Cities  as  have  been  difmantled,  du- 
ring the  paft  and  prefent  Troubles,  it  fhall  be 
lawful  for  the  Inhabitants  to  rebuild  and  repair 
the  Ruins  and  Difmantlings  of  the  fame  with 
our  leave,  at  their  own  Coft  and  Charges. 

LI.  Such  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform' d  Re- 
ligion, and  others  who  have  been  engag'd  in 
their  Party,  which  had  taken  to  Farm  before  the 
prefent  Troubles,  any  Regiftries  or  other  De- 

mefne 
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Henrylll.  mefne  and  Rights  to  us  belonging,   which  they 

'577-     have  not  been  able  to  enjoy,    by  reafon  of  the 

eoryXriJ  ^a*d  Troubles,  mall  remain  difcharg'd,  as  we  do 

hereby  difcharge  them  of  what  they  have  not  re- 

ceiv'd  of  the  faid  Farms,  fince  the  24th  of  Auguft^ 

1572.  as  alfo  of  what  they  have  paid  without 

fraud  in  any  Places  not  belonging  to  the  Receipt 

of  our  Revenues  j  all  Obligations  paiVd  by  them 

upon  the  fame  notwithstanding. 

LII.  And  to  the  end  that  no  body  may  doubt 
of  the  good  Intention  of  our  faid  Brother  the 
King  of  Navarre ',  and  of  our  faid  Coufin  the 
Prince  of  Condi:  We  have  faid  and  declar'd,  and 
do  fay  and  declare,  that  we  hold  and  repute 
them  our  good  Kinfmen,  faithful  Subjects  and 
Servants. 

JLIII.  As  alfo  all  the  Lords,  Knights,  Gentle- 
men, Officers,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Cities, 
Corporations,  Villages,  and  other  Places  of  our 
faid  Kingdom  and  Countries  under  our  Com- 
mand, who  have  follow'd,  fuccour'd  and  favour'd 
them  in  any  part  whatever  for  our  good  and  loyal 
Subjects,  declaring  all  Decrees,  Informations  and 
Proceedings  made  and  given  againft  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  faid  Troubles,  void  and  of  no  effect, 
as  things  never  done  nor  happen'd  ;  willing  the 
fame  to  be  rais*d  out  of  the  Regifters  of  the 
Chief  Clerk's  Offices,  both  of  our  Courts  of  Par- 
liament, and  other  Jurifdictions,  where  they  have 
been  recorded. 

LIV.  We  alfo  declare,  that  we  hold  and  repute 
our  Coufin  Duke  John  Cajimir,  for  our  good 
Neighbour,  Kinfman  and  Friend. 

LV\  We  do  alfo  acquit  and  difcharge  our 
faid  Brother  and  Coufin  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  Prince  of  Conde,  as  well  as  all  the  Lords, 
Knights,  Gentlemen,  Officers,  Corporations  of 
Cities  arid  Communities,  and  all  others  that  have 

abetted 
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abetted  and  fuccour'd  them,  their  Heirs  and  Sue- Henry  Iff. 
cefTors,  for  all  Sums  taken  and  rais'd  by  them  or  „  l$77- 
their  Orders,  out  of  our  Offices  of  Receipt  and 'gory  XUf" 
Revenues,  to  whatever  Sum  or  Sums^they  may 
amount,  as  well  as  out  of  Cities,  Corporations, 
and  from  particular  Perfons,  Rents,  Revenues, 
Plate,  Sales  of  EPcates,  Goods,  both  eccleiiaftical 
and  others  :  Forefts  belonging  to  us,  or  others : 
Fines,  Booties,  Ranfoms,  or  other  Sums  ta- 
ken by  them,  upon  the  account  of  the  pre- 
fent  and  precedent  Troubles  -,  and  that  neither 
they,  nor  any  that  have  b?en  employ'd  by 
them  for  the  railing  of  the  faid  Sums,  or  that 
have  given  and  furnifh'd  them  by  their  Ordi- 
nances, mall  any  wife  be  liable  to  be  calPd  to 
an  account  for  the  fame,  eithsr  at  prefent,  or  for 
the  future  :  And  that  both  they  and  their  Clerks 
fhall  remain  acquitted  for  all  the  Management 
and  Administration  of  the  faid  Sums,  only  pro- 
ducing for  a  full  Difcharge  within  four  Months 
after  the  Publication  of  our  prefent  Edict,  given 
in  our  Court  of  Parliament  at  Pan's,  Acquittan- 
ces duly  drawn  up  by  cur  faid  Brother  and  Cou- 
fin  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  Prince  of  ConJS, 
or  by  fuch  as  fhall  have  been  by  them  corrimif- 
iioned  for  the  audit  and  clofing  of  theii  Accounts, 
or  from  the  Corporations  cf  the  Cities  that  have 
been  employ'd  and  intfufted  during  the  faid 
Troubles.  They  fhall  alfo  remain  acquitted 
and  difcharg'd  for  ail  Acts  of  Hoftility,  Levies, 
and  Marching  of  Soldiers,  Coining  and  Rating 
of  Monies  made  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
faid  Chiefs,  calling  and  taking  of  Artillery  and 
Stores,  both  out  of  our  Magazine,  and  from  par- 
ticular Perfons  •,  making  of  Powder  and  Salt- 
peter, taking,  fortifying,  difmantling  and  de- 
moliihing  of  Cities,  Catties,  Towns  •,  Enter- 
prizes  upon  the  fame,  burning  and  demoliilvin^ 
V.III.  Part  II.         O  3 


194  Uiftory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol  .  III. 
Henrylll.  of  Churches  and  Houfes,  eftablifhing  of  Courts 
pX^17A  of  Juftice,  Judgments  and  Executions  of  the 
goryXIIL  fame,  either  in  Civil  or  Criminal  Caufes,  Civil 
Government  and  Regulations  made  among  them- 
felves,  Voyages,  Intelligences,  Negociations, 
Treaties  and  Contracts  made  with  all  Foreign 
Princes  and  Communities,  introducing  of  the 
faid  Foreigners  into  the  Cities  and  other  Parts 
of  this  our  Kingdom,  and  generally  for  all  that 
has  been  done,  manag'd  and  negotiated  during 
the  prefent  or  paft  Troubles,  fince  the  Death  of 
our  late  Lord  and  Father,  by  thofe  of  the  pre- 
tended Reform' d  Religion,  and  others  that  have 
been  engag'd  in  their  Party,  although  it  be  not 
particularly  exprefs'd  and  fpecify'd. 

LVI.  And  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  o- 
thers  that  have  adhered  to  them,  Jhall  give  over 
and  defifi  from  this  time  forward^  from  all  Prac- 
tices^ Leagues  and  Intelligences  they  hold  out  of 
our  faid  Kingdom  •,  as  alfo  all  other  our  Subjects 
that  might  have  held  any.  And  all  Leagues, 
Aflbciations,  Fellowfhips  contracted,  or  to  be 
contracted,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  to 
the  Prejudice  of  our  prefent  Edict,  fhall  be  can- 
cel'd  and  annul'd,  as  wedocancel  andannul  them, 
forbidding  our  Subjects  mod  exprefly  to  make 
any  Affefiments,  or  raife  Money  without  our 
Leave,  to  make  any  Fortifications,  to  lift  Men, 
to  make  Congregations  and  AfTcmblies,  other  than 
fuch  as  are  allcw'd  them  by  our  faid  prefent  E- 
dict,  and  without  Arms :  Which  we  do  prohi- 
bit and  forbid  them  on  pain  of  fevere  Punim- 
ment,  as  Contemners  and  Infracters  of  our  Com- 
mands and  Orders. 

LVII.    All  Prizes    taken  both    by  Sea  and 
Land,  by  virtue  of  the  Licences  and  Warrants 
given,  which  have  been  judg'd   by   the  Judges 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  other  Corhmiffaries  de- 
puted 
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puted  to  that  end  by  thofe  of  the  faid  Relig'on,  Henrylll. 
/hall  remain  dormant  under   the   Benefit  ot   our  D  XP%' 

.  "opt:   {jte~ 

prefent  Edict,  for  which  no  Profecution  fhall  beg0ryxj|f. 
made,  neither  fhall  the  Captains,  their  Securities, 
and  the  faid  Judges,  Officers,  and  others,  be 
call'd  to  an  account  for  the  fame,  nor  molefted 
in  any  kind  whatever  :  All  Letters  of  Mark  and 
Seizures  depending,  and  not  judg'd,  notwith- 
standing ;  of  which  we  will  have  them  abfo- 
lutely  difcharg'd  and  releas'd. 

LVIII.  It  is  alfo  our  Will  and  Pleasure,  That 
the  Children  of  fuch  as  have  retired  out  of  our 
faid  Kingdom,  fince  the  Death  of  the  late  King 
Henry,  our  moft  honour'd  Lord  and  Father, 
upon  account  of  Religion  and  Troubles,  altho' 
the  faid  Children  are  born  out  of  our  faid  King- 
dom, fhall  be  acknowiedg'd  as  true  Natives  of 
France,  and  actual  Inhabitants  thereof;  and  fuch 
we  have  and  do  declare  them  to  be,  without 
their  being  oblig'd  to  take  any  Letters  of  Na- 
turalization, or  other  Provifions  from  us  befides 
the  prefent  Edict :  All  Ordinances  thereunto 
contrary  notwithstanding,  the  which  we  have  and 
do  derogate  from. 

LIX.  We  alfo  order,  that  immediately  after 
the  Publication  of  this  our  Edict,  all  Forces  and 
Armies  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  fhall  disband  and 
retire.  Thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  fuch  as 
have  been  engag'd  in  their  Party,  fhall  be  oblig'd 
to  remove  all  Garifons  out  of  the  Cities,  Places, 
Caftles  and  Houfes  they  are  poffefs'd  of,  belong- 
ing either  to  us,  to  the  Clergy,  or  other  private 
Perfons  *,  to  quit,  reftore,  and  furrender  them  in 
full  Liberty,  as  they  were  in  full  Peace  before 
the  prefent  and  precedent  Troubles.  N.  B.  Ne* 
verthelefs,  whereas  feveral  private  Perfons  have 
receiv'd  and  fuffer'd  during  the  Troubles,  fo  ma- 
ny Injuries  and  Damages  in  their  Eftates  and 
O  Z  Fejpfqns, 


196     Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 
Henrylll.Perfons,  that  it  will  be  difficult  for  them  to  lofe 
plt>7'L     the  Remembrance  thereof  fo  foon  as  it  mould  be 
^yXI^'requifite  for  the  Execution  of  our  Intentions  ;  we 
being  defirous  to  avoid  all   Inconveniences  that 
might  arife  from  thence,  until  the  Heart-burn- 
ings and  Animofities   are  allay'd,  have  thought 
fit  to  give  in  keeping  to   thofe   of  the  faid  pre- 
tended Reformed   Religion,    for  the  Time  and 
Term  of  fix  Years,  the  following  Cities,  viz.  in 
Languedoc,  thofe  of  Montpelier  and  Aigucfmortes  : 
In  Dauphin  e,  Nyons  and  Serre,   City  and  Caftle: 
In  Provence,  Seyne,  la  Grandtour,  and  the  Circuit 
thereof :  In  Guienne,  Perigueux,   la  Reolle,    and 
the  Mas  of  Verdun  \    which  Cities   our  faid  Bro- 
ther and  Coufin  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  Prince 
of   Conde,  and  twenty   Gentlemen    of  the    faid 
Religion,  or   others  that    have  been  engag'd  in 
their  Party,    who  fhall    be    by   us   nominated, 
befides  fuch  as  fhall  be  committed  for  the  Guard 
of  the  faid   Cities  and  Caftles,  fhall   fwear  and 
promife,  one  and  for  the  whole,  for  themfelves, 
and  for  thofe   of  the  faid   Religion,  and  others 
of  their  Party,  well  and  faithfully  for  us  to  keep 
them  •,    and  at   the  Expiration    of  the  aforefaid 
Term  of  fix  Years,  to  reckon  from  the  Day  and 
Date  of  the   prefent    Edict,  to    redeliver    them 
into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  by  us  deputed, 
in  the  fame  condition  they  now  are  in,   without 
the  lead  Innovation  or  Alteration,  and  without 
the  lean1:  Delay  or  Difficulty,  upon  any  pretence 
whatever  ;  at  the  end  of  which  Term,  the  Exer- 
cife  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  be  continu'd  there, 
as  while   in  their  Pofiefiion  :    Neverthelefs  it  is 
our  Wiil  and  Pleafure,  That  in  them  all  Clergy- 
men fhail  freely  return,  perform   divine  Service 
in  all  Liberty,  and  enjoy  their  Eftates  ;  and  like- 
wife    all   the   Cathchck  Inhabitants  of  the  faid 
Cities.     The  which  Clergymen  and  other  Inha- 
bitants, 
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bitants,  our  faid  Brother  and  Coufin,  and  other  Henry  III. 
Lords,  together  with  the  Governors  of  the  faid  „  !5  Qre. 
Cities  and  Garifons,  fhall  take  into  their  Protec-g0ryXin. 
tion  and  Safeguard,  to   the  end    that    they  may 
not  be  difturbed  in  the  faid  divine  Service,  mo- 
lefted  nor  difquieted  in  their  Perfons,  and  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  their  Eftates  ;    but  on   the   con- 
trary, reftor'd   and    re-eftablifhed    into  the   full 
PoiTeftion  of  the  fame  :  Willing  moreover,  that 
our  Judges  fhall  be  alfo   re-eftablifh'd  into  the 
faid  Cities,  and  the  Adminiftration  of  Juitice  re- 
ftor'd,  as  before. 

LX.  Forbidding  ftrictly  all  our  Subjects,  of 
what  Quality  or  Condition  foever,  to  form  any 
Enterprizes  or  private  Confpiracies  to  furprize  the 
faid  Cities  given  in  keeping  to  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion,  or  to  take  or  feize  any  other  Cities, 
Caftles,  and  Places  of  our  faid  Kingdom,  and 
Territories  thereunto  belonging,  on  pain  of  be- 
ing punifh'd  and  chaftis'd  as  Infractors  of  the 
Peace,  and  Difturbers  of  the  Publick  Quiet. 

LXI.  No  Governors  or  Garifons  Jh all  be  put  by 
us  into  the  Cities  at  prefent  in  poffejfion  of  thofe 
of  the  faid  Religion,  which  are  to  be  quitted  by 
them,  unlefs  they  have  always  had  fuch,  and 
even  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Henry,  our 
faid  Lord  and  Father.  Like  wife,  defiring  to  eafe 
our  Subjects  in  all  our  Cities,  as  much  as  in  us 
lies,  it  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure,  That  the  Go- 
vernors, Captains  and  Soldiers,  that  have  been 
put  in  Garifon  there,  mall  be  remov'd  out  of  the 
fame,  except  out  of  fuch  as  are  Frontiers  of 
our  faid  Kingdom,  which  are  fit  to  be  kept  there 
for  the  Defence  and  Safety  thereof.  Neither 
fhall  any  other  Garifons  be  kept  in  the  Cities, 
Caftles,  Houfes  and  Eftates,  belonging  parties 
larly  to  our  Subjects,  than  fuch  as  ufed  to  be  kept 
there  in  time-  of  Peace. 

O  3  LXII, 
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HenryllL  LXII.  And  to  the  end  that  our  Juftices,  Of- 
Pole  Gre-^cers'  anc^  ot^er  our  Subjects,  may  be  clearly, 
gory XIII. an^  w^h  all  certainty,  inform'd  of  our  Will  and 
Intention;  and  to  move  all  Ambiguities  and 
Doubts  that  might  arife  on  account  of  the  pre- 
cedent Edicts,  by  reafon  of  the  Diverfity  of  the 
fame,  we  have  and  do  hereby  declare  all  other 
precedent  E Jiffs,* fecret  Articles,  Letters,  Decla- 
rations, Modifications,  Requifitions,  Reftrictions, 
Interpretations,  Decrees,  Regifters,  as  well  fuch 
as  are  fecret,  as  other  Deliberations  by  us  made 
in  our  Courts  of  Parliament,  and  elfewhere,  con- 
cerning the  Cafe  of  Religion,  and  the  Troubles 
happen' d  in  our  faid  Kingdom,  to  be  void,  and 
of  no  effect  and  value :  To  which,  and  to  the 
Derogatories  therein  contain'd,  we  have  by  this 
our  Edict  derogated,  and  do  derogate,  and  from 
this  time,  as  well  as  then,  cancel,  revoke,  and 
annul  the  fame  ;  declaring  exprefly,  That  this 
our  Edict  fhall  be  firm  and  inviolable,  kept  and 
obferved  by  our  faid  Jufticers,  and  Officers,  as 
well  as  by  our  other  Subjects,  without  minding 
or  regarding  whatever  may  be  contrary,  or  de- 
rogating to  the  fame. 

LXIII.  And  for  the  better  ArTurance  of  the 
maintaining  and  Obfervation,  we  defire  to  have 
of  the  fame,  it  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure,  That 
all  our  Governors  and  Lieutenant- Generals  of 
our  Provinces,  Bailiffs,  Senefchals,  and  other 
common  Judges  of  the  Cities  of  this  our  faid 
Kingdom,  immediately  upon  Receipt  of  this 
our  laid  Edict,  fhall  fwear  to  caufe  it  to  be  ob- 
ferved in  their  feveral  Precincts;  as  alfo  the 
Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Capitouls,  Confuls  and  Jurats 
of  C'ties,  annual  or  perpetual.  Enjoining  alfo 
our  faid  Bailiffs,  Senefchals,  or  their  Lieutenants, 
or  other  Judges,  to  fwear  the  chief  Inhabitants 

of 
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of  the  faid    Cities,  of  either  Religion,    to  the  Hensylll- 
keeping  and    maintaining  of  the  prefent  Edict,  „  l^7- 
immediately  after  the  Publication   of  the  fame,  g0ryXIH~ 
putting  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Cities  un- 
der our  Protection  and  Safeguard,  to  guard  each 
other ;  charging  them  refpectively  and   by  pub- 
lick  Acts,  to  be  refponfible  for  the  Oppofition 
that  (hall  be  made  to  our  faid  Edict  in  the  faid 
Cities  by   the  Inhabitants  thereof,  or  to   repre- 
fent  and  deliver  the  faid  Oppofers  into  the  hands 
of  Juftice. 

LXIV.  We  alfo  charge  our  trufty  and  well- 
beloved  the  Members  of  our  Courts  of  Parlia- 
ment, immediately  upon  Receipt  of  the  prefent 
Edict,  to  forbear  all  manner  of  Proceedings,  on 
pain  of  Nullity  of  the  Acts  they  mould  other- 
wife  pafs,  and  to  take  the  Oath  above-men- 
tion'd  ;  to  caufe  our  faid  Edict  to  be  publifh'd 
and  recorded  in  our  faid  Courts,  according  to 
the  Form  and  Tenor  thereof,  purely  and  barely, 
without  ufing  any  other  Modifications,  Restric- 
tions, Declarations,  or  fecret  Regifters,  and  with- 
out flaying  for  any  other  Order  or  Command 
from  us  ;  and  our  Attorneys- General  from  them 
to  require  and  profecute  forthwith  without  the 
leaft  delay,  the  faid  Proclamation.  Likewife  en- 
joining the  faid  Governors  and  Lieutenants-Ge- 
neral of  our  faid  Provinces,  to  caufe  it  imme- 
diately to  be  publifhed  in  their  feveral  Districts, 
through  all  the  Places  in  which  it  is  ufual  m 
thofe  cafes  :  To  caufe  it  to  be  kept  and  obferved, 
without  tarrying  for  the  Publication  of  our  faid 
Courts  of  Parliament,  to  the  end  that  no  Per- 
fons  may  plead  Ignorance.  And  that  all  Acts 
of  Hoftility,  Raifings  of  Money,  Payments  and 
Contributions  due,  and  drawing  on,  Takings, 
Demolimings,  Fortifying  of  Cities,  Places,  and 
O  4  Caftles, 
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Henrylll.Caftlcs,  may  the  fooner  ceafe  on  both  fides. 
pl^f-'  Declaring  all  fuch  Raifings  of  Money,  Fortifica- 
coryXIII.  tions,  Demolifhings,  Contributions,  Takings,  and 
Forcing  of  Goods,  and  other  Acts  of  Hoftility, 
that  (hall  be  made  or  done  after  the  faid  Publi- 
cation and  Verification,  made  by  the  faid  Go- 
vernors and  Lieutenants-General  of  our  faid 
Provinces,  liable  to  Reditu  don,  Punifhment,  . 
and  Reparation.  To  wit,  againft  fuch  as  mail 
make  ufe  of  Arms,  Force,  and  Violence,  to  op- 
pofe  our  faid  Edict,  hindering  the  Effect  and 
Execution  thereof  with  Death,  without  Hopes 
of  Pardon  orRemiffion.  And  as  for  other  Op- 
pofitors,  that  mail  be  made  without  Arms, 
Force  or  Violence,  they  mall  be  punifhed  with 
other  corporal  Inflictions,  as  Banifhments,  and 
the  like  •,  according  to  the  Nature  and  Exigency 
of  the  Offence,  which  {hall  be  left  to  the  Arbi- 
tration and  Moderation  of  the  Judges,  to  which 
we  refer  the  taking  the  cognizance  thereof.  In 
this  place,  charging  their  Honours  and  Conferen- 
ces to  proceed  therein  with  the  Juftice  and  E- 
quity  that  is  requifite,  without  any  regard  to 
the  Difference  of  Perfons,  or  Religion. 

Therefore  we  charge  and  require  the  faid 
Perfons  holding  our  faid  Courts  of  Parliament, 
Chambers  of  Accounts,  or  Exchequers,  Courts 
of  Aid-,  Biiliffs,  Senefchals,  Provofts,  and  o- 
thersour  Juftices  and  Officers  whom  it  may  con-* 
cern,  or  their  Deputies,  to  caufe  our  prefent  E- 
dict  and  Ordinance  to  be  read,  publifh'd  and 
recorded  in  their  Courts  and  Jurifdiflions,  and 
the  fame  to  maintain,  keep,  and  obferve  in  every 
particular,  to  the  end  that  all  thofe  that  are  con- 
cerned may  fully  and  peaceably  enjoy  and  ufe 
the  Contents  thereof-,  ceafing  and  caufing  all 
Troubles   and  Hindrances   to   the   contrary   to 

ceafe. 
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ceafe.     For  fuch  is  our  Will  and  Pleafure.     In  Henrylll. 
witnefs  whereof  we  have  fign'd  thefe   Prefents     l577- 
with  our  own  Hand  •,    and  to   the   end  that  it  goryXIll" 
may  be  firm  and  lafting  for  ever,  we  have  caus'd  -    -w-uJ 
our  Seal  to  be  affix' d  to  the  fame. 

Given  at  Poicliers  in  the  Month  of  September, 
in  the  Tear  of  our  Lord,  1577.  and  of  our 
Reign  the  Fourth. 

Sign'd  Henry. 


Read  likewife,  Publi/h'd  and  Recorded  in  the 
Chamber  of  Accounts,  or  Exchequer ;  Heardy 
the  fame  being  required  and  approved  by  the 
King1 j  Attorney-General  in  the  fame,  on  the 
nth  of  October,  1577. 

Sign'd  Danes. 


Read  and  Publijh*d  by  Sound  of  Trumpet  and 
Publick  Cry  through  the  Streets  of  the  City 
of  Paris,  Places,  and  Parts  appointed  for  Cries 
and  Publication,  by  me  Paquier  Roflignol, 
his  Majejiy's  Crier  in  the  City,  Provojlfhip, 
and  Vice-County  of  Paris,  accompanied  by 
Michael  Noiret,  Sworn  -  'Trumpeter  to  the 
faid  Lord  in  the  faid  Places,  and  four  other 
Trumpeters,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1577. 

S'gn'd  Rossi  gnol. 


Secret 
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Henrylll. 

iw  Gr     Secret  Articles  of  the  i  ytb  of  September,  1 577. 

£oryXIir. 

iI.TTIS  Majefty  to  gratify  the  King  of  Na- 
J7l  varre,  fhall  allow  him,  befides  what  is 
granted  by  the  General  Articles  to  the  Lord 
Kigh-Jufticers  of  the  faid  Religion,  to  caufe 
divine  Service  to  be  perform'd  for  all  fuch  as 
mall  be  willing  to  aflift  at  it,  altho'  he  be  abfent 
himfelf,  in  the  Houfes  belonging  to  him  in  the 
following  Places,  viz.  in  the  Dutchy  of  Vendo- 
mois,  in  the  City  of  Montoire,  &c. 

II.  His  faid  Majefty  fhall  like  wife  allow  the 
Prince  of  Conde  to  have  the  faid  Exercife  per- 
form'd in  his  Houfe  of  la  Ferte,  upon  Loire  and 
Jnguien,  tho'  abfent  from  thence  himfelf. 

III.  As  to  the  Article  which  mentions  Baili- 
wicks, it  has  been  declar'd  and  granted  what  fol- 
lows. Firft,  That  under  the  Denomination  of 
Ancient  Bailiwicks,  his  Majefty  means  fuch  as 
were  held  under  the  Reign  of  the  late  King 
Henry  II.  for  Bailiwicks,  Senefchalfhips,  and  Go- 
vernments, referring  directly,  and  without  Me- 
ditation to  the  Courts  of  Parliament. 

Secondly,  That  in  Bailiwicks,  and  Senefchal- 
Ihips,  in  which  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  poffefs 
at  this  prefent  two  Cities  or  Towns,  belonging 
to  his  faid  Majefty,  or  to  Catholick  Lords,  High 
Jufticers,  in  which  they  are  allowed  to  continue 
the  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  no  other  Place 
fhall  be  provided  for  them  to  perform  the  faid 
Exercife  in,  as  in  the  other  Bailiwicks  of  this 
Kingdom. 

Thirdly ',  That  his  Majefty  fhall  only  provide 
two  Cities  in  the  Government  of  Picardy,  in  the 
Suburbs  of  which,  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall 
beallow'd  the  Exercife  of  their  faid  Religion,  for 
all  the  Bailiwicks,  Senefchalfhips,  and  Govern- 
ments 
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ments  belonging  thereunto  j    and  in  default  of  Hpnrjrffij* 

Cities,  they   fhall  be  allow'd   two   convenient  D  lJ 72' 

ifii  *°Pe  ^re- 

Towns  or  Villages.  goryXIII. 

Fourthly,  In  consideration  of  the  large  Extent  v 

of  the  Senefchalfhips  of  Provence  and  Poi£fouy 

thofe  of  the  faid  Religion   are  allow'd  another 

City  in  every  one   of  them,  in  the  Suburbs  of 

which,  or  in  default  of  a  City,  a  convenient 

Town  or  Village,  they  mail  have  the  Exercife 

of  the  faid  Religion,  befides  thofe  that  fhall  be 

allow'd  them  by  the  faid  Article. 

IV.  It  has  alfo  been  agreed,  That  no  Place 
fhall  be  allow'd  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Article,  on 
the  Territories  belonging  in  proper  to  the  Queen 
Mother  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  publick  Exer- 
cife of  the  faid  Religion:  Neverthelefs fuch  Gen- 
tlemen as  have  high  Judicatures,  or  Fiefs  de  Hau- 
bert  in  the  faid  Territories,  ihall  be  free  to  enjoy 
and  make  ufe  of  the  PermifHon  that  fhall  be  al- 
low'd them  by  the  Edict,  as  elfewhere. 

V.  Neither  fhall  any  Place  be  provided  in  the 
Bailiwick  of  Beaujolois,  belonging  to  the  Duke 
of  Montpenjier  ;  but  the  faid  High  Jufticers 
fhall  enjoy  the  Privilege  of  the  Edict  there,  as 
elfewhere. 

VI.  A  Place  fhall  be  appointed  for  all  the 
Ifles  of  Marennes,  and  another  for  the  Ifle  of 
Oleron,  in  which  two  Places  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion  fhall  be  allow'd  the  Exercife  thereof, 
for  all  fuch  Inhabitants  of  the  two  Ifles,  as  fhall 
defire  to  aflift  at  it. 

VII.  Provifion  fhall  alfo  be  made  for  the 
County  of  Mejfin^  and  others  that  are  under  the 
King's  Protection,  as  it  was  done  by  the  fecret 
Articles  made  with  the  Edict  of  the  Year  1 570. 

VIII.  As  for  the  Marriage  of  Priefts  and  re- 
ligious Perfons  that  have  been  contracted  here- 
tofore, his  Majefty  for  divers  good  Reafons  and 

Con- 


2  04  Hijiory  of  the  Reformation^  and  of  the  Vo  l  .III. 
HenryJII.  Confiderations  him  thereunto  moving,  will  not 
_x577-  allow  them  to  be  profecuted  or  troubled  for  the 
coryXIII.  ^me  >  upon  which  Subject  Silence  mail  be  im- 
•  pos'd  to  his  faid  Attorney-Generals  and  other 
Officers.  His  Majefty  declaring  however,  that 
the  Children  proceeding  from  the  faid  Mar- 
riages, fhall  only  fucceed  to  the  Moveables,  Ac- 
quifitions  and  purchas'd  Eftates  of  their  Fathers 
and  Mothers  ;  not  willing  that  the  faid  pro- 
fefs'd  religious  Perfons  mould  be  capable  of  a 
direct  or  collateral  Succeflion.  Neither  will  his 
Majefty  allow,  that  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion 
having  heretofore  contracted  Marriages  in  the 
third  or  fourth  Degree,  mould  be  molefted  for 
the  fame,  or  the  Validity  thereof  call'd  in  que- 
ftjon,  nor  likewife  the  Succeflion  taken  from,  or 
difputed  againft  the  Children  born,  or  to  be  born, 
of  the  faid  Marriages  :  And  in  order  to  judge  of 
the  Validity  of  the  faid  Marriages  made  and 
contracted  by  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  to 
decide  whether  they  are  lawful  or  not,  if  the 
Perfon  of  the  faid  Religion  is  Defendant,  in  that 
cafe  the  Judges  Royal  (hall  take  cognizance  of 
the  Fact  of  the  faid  Marriage  ;  and  he  being 
Plaintiff,  and  the  Defendant  a  Catholick,  the 
Cognizance  thereof  fhall  belong  to  the  Official 
and  Ecclefiaftical  Judge  ;  for  which  Letters-Pa- 
tent fhall  be  granted  by  his  faid  Majefty,  to  be 
verified  in  his  faid  Courts  of  Parliament. 

IX.  And  as  to  Marriages  already  treated  of, 
either  of  fecond  or  other  degree  among  thofe  of 
the  faid  Religion,  thofe  that  fhall  have  contracted 
Marriages  in  fuch  a  degree,  if  they  apply  them- 
felves  to  his  Majefty,  fuch  Letters- Patent  fhall 
be  granted  them,  as  fhall  be  neceflary  to  hinder 
them  or  their  Children  from  being  profecuted  or 
molefted  for  the  fame. 

X. 
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X.  Upon  what  has  been  granted  by  the  Ge-  Henrylll. 
nera!  Articles,  That  in  each  of  the  Parliaments     '577- 
of  Paris,  Rouen,  Dijon  and  Refines,  a  Chamber  goryXIir. 
mall  be  eftablifh'd,  compos'd  of  a  President  and 
a   certain  Number   of  Counfellors,    taken   and 
chofen   out   of    the  faid   Courts  •,    it  has   been 
thought  fit  and  agreed  upon,  in  order  to  remove 
all  caufe  of  Jealoufy  from  thofe  of  the  faid  Re- 
ligion, and  therein  to  gratify  the  moft   humble 
Petition  they  have  made  to  his  Majefty  about  it ; 
that  the  Presidents  and  Counfellors  mall  be  cho- 
fen by  his  faid  Majefty  upon  the  Regifter  of  the 
Officers  of  the  faid  Parliaments,  among  the  moft 
equitable,  moft  peaceable,   and   moft  moderate  ; 
the  Lift  whereof  fhall  be   communicated  to  the 
Deputies  of  the    faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  to 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  who  (hall   be  near  his 
Majefty,  before  their  being  ordain'd   to  ferve  in 
the  faid  Chambers  •,    and  that  in  cafe  they  ftiall 
fufpect  any  of  them,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  acquaint  his  Majefty  therewith,  who  fnall  chufe 
others  in  their  ftead. 

XI.  The  fame  mail  be  obferv'd  in  the  Elec- 
tion of  the  Catholick  Officers  that  are  to  ferve 
in  the  faid  Chambers,  that  ftiall  be  eftablinVd  in 
the  Countries  of  Guienne,  Languedoc,  Dauphine, 
and  Provence. 

XII.  As  to  what  relates  to  the  Election  of 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  for  the  Offices  of 
Prefidents,  and  Counfellors  that  ftiall  be  erected 
by  the  faid  Edict  to  ferve  in  the  faid  Chambers, 
it  has  been  agreed,  That  it  fhall  be  made  by  his 
Majefty  upon  the  Atceftation  of  the  faid  King  of 
Navarre,  for  the  firft  time,  and  without  taking 
any  Money  for  the  fame ;  and  that  upon  any 
Vacancy,  his  faid  Majefty  (hall  provide  other  ca- 
pable Perfons  in  their  room,   being  of  the  faid 


Religion. 


xii  r. 
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Henry  III.  XIII.  And  whereas  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion 
p*57a"  have  alledg'd  feveral  Reafons  for  which  they 
goryXIII.  fulPe&  thofe  of  the  Court  of  Parliament  of 
l  Rouen,  which  made  them  very  follicitous  to  have 
a  Chamber  eftablifh'd  there,  as  in  the  Parlia- 
ments of  Bourdeaux,  'Thouloufe,  and  Dauphine  ; 
in  order  not  to  make  that  Parliament  differ  from 
thofe  of  Paris,  Dijon,  and  Rennes,  it  has  been 
granted  to  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  having 
any  Suits  depending  in  the  faid  Parliament,  in 
cafe  they  will  not  receive  thofe  of  the  Chamber, 
that  mall  be  erected  there  for  Judges,  to  apply 
themfelves  to  his  faid  Majefty,  and  Letters  of 
Transferation  fhall  be  allowed  them  by  him,  in 
the  Chamber  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  or- 
dain'd  for  the  Adminiitration  of  Juftice  to  thofe 
of  the  faid  Religion,  or  to  the  Great  Council, 
for  ProceMes  mov'd,  or  to  be  mov'd,  before  any 
Plea  in  the  Caufe  ;  bringing  good  and  due  At- 
tenuations along  with  them,  of  their  being  of  the 
faid  pretended  Reform1 'd  Religion. 

XIV.  His  faid  Majefty  alio  wills  and  means, 
That  the  faid  Chambers,  compos'd  and  eftablifh'd 
in  the  faid  Parliaments,  for  the  Administration 
of  Juftice  to  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  fhall  be 
reunited  and  incorporated  in  the  faid  Parlia- 
ments, when  need  mall  require  •,  and  when  the 
Caufes  which  have  mov'd  his  faid  Majefty  to  e- 
ftabliih  them  fhall  ceafe,  and  fhall  no  longer 
fubfift  among  his  Subjects. 

XV.  To  thofe  ends,  the  Prefidents  and  Coun- 
fellors  who  fhall  be  invefled  with  the  Offices 
newly  created  into  the  faid  Chambers,  fhall  be 
named  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  of  the  Courts 
of  Parliament,  each  in  that  into  which  they  mall 
be  eftablifh'd  and  reckon'd  in  the  Number  of 
the  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  of  the  faid 
Courts  i  and  fhall  enjoy  the  fame  Salaries,  Au- 
thorities, 
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thorities,    Prerogatives,    as  the   Prefidents  and  Henry  I II. 
Counfeliors  of  the  other  Courts.  p  I57^* 

XVI.  The  Examination  of  which  Prefidents  goryX III. 
and  Counfeliors  newly  chofen,  fhall  be  made 
by  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council,  or  by  the  faid 
Chambers,  each  one  within  its  Precinct,  when 
there  mall  be  a  fufficient  Number  of  them  ;  a*nd 
yet  the  ufual  Oath  fhall  be  taken  by  them  in  the 
Courts  where  the  faid  Chambers  mall  be  efta- 
blifh'd  -,  thofe  of  the  faid  Chamber  of  Lan- 
guedoc  excepted,  who  mail  take  it  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  or  in  the  faid  Chamber  when 
it  mall  be  eftablim'd. 

XVII.  In  the  faid  Chamber  of  Languedoc^ 
there  fhall  be  two  Subftitutes  of  his  Majefty's 
Attorney  and  Advocate.  The  Attorney  fhall 
be  a  Catholick,  and  the  other  of  the  aforefaid 
Religion,  who  fhall  have  fufficient  Salaries  from 
his  laid  Majefly. 

XVIII.  There  fhall  alfo  be  two  Committees 
of  the  Parliament  of  Thouloufe  ;  the  one  Civil, 
the  other  Criminal,  which  the  Regifters  fhall  be 
refponfible  for. 

XIX.  Moreover  fome  MefTengers  fhall  be 
appointed,  who  fhall  be  taken  out  of  the  faid 
Court,  or  elfe where,  according  to  the  King's 
Pleafure,  as  many  as  fhall  be  necefTary  for  the 
Service  of  the  faid  Chamber. 

XX.  The  Sefhon  of  which  fhall  be  appointed 
by  his  Majefty,  and  remov'd  to  fuch  Cities  and 
Parts  of  the  faid  Country  of  Languedoc,  as  his 
faid  Majeity  fhall  think  fit,  for  the  convenience 
of  his  Subjects. 

XXI.  "Whereas  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion 
have  made  Complaints,  that  from  the  Publica- 
tion of  the  Edict  made  in  the  Year  1570,  to  the 
Day  of  the  Publication  of  this  that  mall  be  now, 
there  have  been  feveral   p"ofcriptions,  Nonfuits, 

or 
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Henrylll.  or  Judgments,  given  againft  thofe  of  the  faid 
pl^X  Religion,  in  places  where  the  Suits  have  neither 
gory XIII.  been  heard  nor  defended  ;  and  that  tho'  they 
have  defired  a  Removal  to  the  Party-Chambers, 
it  has  been  denied  them  :  It  is  granted  them, 
that  in  cafe  they  can  give  fuflicient  proof  of  the 
fame,  they  {hall  be  received  in  their  firft  Condi- 
tion again. 

XXII.  Likewife  upon  the  Remonftrances 
that  have  been  made  by  the  King  of  Navarre^ 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde,  that  they  are  follicited 
by  feveral  of  thofe,  who  during  the  Troubles, 
have  bought  Temporal  Eftates  belonging  to  the 
Church,  requefting  that  no  Action  may  be  al- 
low'd  againft  them,  or  any  of  thofe,  who  by 
their  Command  have  made  the  Contracts  of  the 
faid  Sales  :  It  is  granted  to  them  in  his  faid 
Majefty's  Name,  that  ail  necefiary  Letters- Pa- 
tent, to  difcharge  and  indemnify  them  for  the 
faid  Sales,  fhall  be  particularly  drawn  up  for 
them;  on  condition  that  the  Money  fhall /be 
reimburs'd,  as  it  is  fpecify'd  in  the  General  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Edict.  V 

XXIII.  His  Majefty  mall  promife  and  fwear 
to  obferve  and  maintain  the  Edict  that  fhall  be 
made  upon  the  faid  General  Articles,  and  to  let 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  others  that  have 
been  engag'd  in  their  Party,  enjoy  the  Benefit 
of  the  fame  :  He  fhall  alfo  oblige  the  Queen  his 
Mother,  and  the  Duke  of  Anjou  his  Brother,  to 
promife  and  fwear  to  keep  and  obferve  the  faid 
Edict. 

XXIV.  The  fame  mall  be  done  by  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

XXV.  AH  which  Promifes  and  Oaths  fhall 
be  made  in  Writing,  fign'd  by  the  Hands,  and 
feal'd  with  the  Seals  of  thofe  that  fhall  make 
them,  the  which  fhall   be  reciprocally  put   and 

deliver'd 
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deliver'd  into  the  hands  of  his  Majefty,  and  of  the  Henry  III. 
faid  Kins   of  Navarre,  or  fuch  as  fhall  be   by  „  \ 577* 

,    °         -  .  .  '    rope  \.yvt- 

them  deputed  to  receive  them.  goryXIII. 

XXVI.  The  faid  King  of  Navarre  fhall  be 
allow'd,  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace,  to 
fend  to  the  Queen  of  England,  and  to  Duke 
John  Cajimir,  to  acquaint  them  therewith  •.  and 
PafTes  and  Convoys  fhall  be  given  by  his  Ma- 
jefty to  thofe  that  fhall  be  fent  thither,  by  the 
King  of  Navarre. 

XXVII.  All  fuch  of  the  faid  Religion  as  are 
ftill  in  porTeflion  of  Benefices,  fhall  be  oblig'd  to 
refign  them  within  the  Space  of  fix  Months  to 
the  Catholicks  •  and  thofe  who  have  Promifes 
of  Penfions  upon  the  faid  Benefices,  dated  before 
the  24th  of  Auguft,  1572,  fhall  be  henceforward 
paid  for  the  fame,  and  the  Payment  of  the  faid 
Penfions  continued  •,  and  thofe  who  owe  the 
faid  Penfions  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  pay  the  Arrears, 
in  cafe  any  are  due,  provided  they  have  actually 
enjoy'd  the  Fruits  of  the  faid  Benefices,  ex- 
cepting the  Arrears  due  in  the  time  of  the 
Troubles. 

XXVIII.  And  as  for  thofe  who  are  not  of 
the  faid  Religion,  yet  have  follow'd  them  during 
the  time  of  the  Troubles,  they  fhall  re-enter  into 
the  fame  Poffeilion  and  Enjoyment  of  their  Be- 
nefices, as  they  had  before  the  24th  of  Auguft, 
1572.  And  thofe  who  by  private  Authority  > 
or  without  Order,  or  Gift  from  his  Majefty, 
have  enjoy'd  and  receiv'd  the  Fruits  of  the  faid 
Benefices  belonging  to  the  above-mention'd, 
fhall  be  oblig'd  to  return  it  to  them,  and  to  re- 
fettle  them  into  the  fame. 

XXIX.  Upon  the  Requeft  of  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  en- 
gag'd  in  their  Party,  to  annihilate  all  Bonds, 
Notes  and  Promifes  made  by   them,   together 

V.III.  Part II.        P  with 
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Henrylll.with  all  Judgments  given  upon  the  fame  againft 
'577-     them,  upon  the  account  of  the  Employments, 
r^fyxif j  Places  and  Offices  refign'd  unto  them  before  the 
w— -y— »jlaft  Troubles,  or  fince  •,  for  which  they  have  not 
been  able  to   obtain  Letters  Patent,  by  reaforfrof 
the  faid  Troubles,  which  faid  Employments  and 
Offices  have  in  the   mean  while  been  granted  to 
others  ;  they  alio  requesting  the  reimburfement 
of  the  Money  paid  by  them  for  the  fame,  ei- 
ther into  his  Majefty's  Exchequer,  or  to  the  Re- 
ftgners  :    It  has  been  declar'd,  That  upon    their 
giving  his  Majefty  an  account  of  the  particulars 
of  the  Gafes   in   queftion,  his   faid  Majefty  will 
remedy  the  fame,  and  caufe  Juftice  to  be  done 
unto  them. 

XXX.  The  Officers  of  Juftice  mall  alfo  de- 
cide the  particular  Debate  and  Requeft  of  the 
Parties,  about  the  Annihilation  defir'd  by  thofc 
of  the  faid  Religion,  and  others  who  have  been 
engag'd  in  their  Party,  of  the  Leafes  made  by 
them  of  their  Eftates  and  Inheritances,  fince  the 
faid  24th  of  Auguft,  in  order  to  re-enter  into 
the  Premifes,  returning  the  Fines  by  them  re- 
ceiv'd. 

XXXI.  His  Majefty's  Officers  in  the  City  of 
Rcchelk,  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  Confuls,  Common- 
Council,  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  City, 
ihall  be  continu'd  and  maintain'd  in  their  ancient 
Rights  and  Privileges  •,  and  fhall  neither  be  j&o- 
fecutcd,  rnolefted,  or  troubled  for  their  Orders, 
Decrees,  Imprifonments,  both  within  and  with- 
out the  City,  the  Execution  of  their  Judgments 
afterwards,  as  well  upon  account  of  fome  pre- 
tended Enterprizes  attempted  againft  the  faid 
City,  in  December,  1573,  as  by  a  Ship  call'd  the 
Swallow,  and  the  Execution  of  the  Judgments 
given  againft  thofe  that  were  on  board  of  her, 
•or  fcr.   any  other  Acls.  whatever  j    of  all  which. 

they 
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they  fhall    be  abfolutely   difcharg'd.     They  fhall  Henrylll. 
have  no  other  Governor  but  the  Senefchal,  riei-  _  '577- 
ther  fhall  any  Garifon  be  put   into  the  faid  City  p-oryXIir. 
and  Government.  v_ -v— J 

Neither  mall  any  be  put  into  the  Cities  and 
Places  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Langue- 
doc,  but  fuch  as  had  Garifons  in  the  time  of  the 
late  Kin 2;  Henry. 

XXXfl.  His  Majefty  mall  confirm  the  De- 
claration granted  by  the  late  King  to  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Pamiers,  profefling  the  faid  Religion, 
for  'the  Annihilation  of  the  Decrees  given  for 
fome  ExcefTes  committed  in  the  faid  City,  in  the 
Month  of  June,  1566.  and  the  laid  Declaration 
mail  be  prefented  to  that  end  to  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty. 

XXXIII.  The  keeping  of  eight  hundred 
Men,  to  be  paid  by  his  faid  Majefty,  has  been 
granted  to  the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  others 
of  the  faid  Religion,  to  put  into  the  cautionary 
Towns  granted  them,  wherein  his  faid  Majefty 
ihall  not  put  any  Governor,  or  other  Garifon. 
And  he  fhall  alfo  charge  the  Governors  and 
Lieutenant-Generals  of  his  Provinces,  that  when- 
ever they  frnll  pafs  through  the  fame  to  viiit 
.them,  they  fhall  avoid  all  Occauon  of  Difpute 
with  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion. 

XXXIV.  The  faid  King  of  Navarre  fhall 
prefent  unto  his  faid  Majefty,  thofe  he  defigns 
to  employ  for  guarding  of  the  faid  Cities  which 
fhall  be  employ'd  there  accordingly  by  him : 
And  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  Perfons  fo  em- 
ploy'd, mould  behave  themfelves  infolently 
there,  and  abufe  their  faid  Office,  not  observ- 
ing the  faid  Edict  of  Pacification,  the  faid  King 
of  Navarre  ihall  be  obliged  to  turn  them  out, 
;and  to  prefent  others  to  his  faid  Majefty,  to  be 
pv-t  in  .their  place. 

P  2  XXXV, 
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Henrylll.  XXXV.  The  City  of  St.  John  dl " Angeli  fhall 
p  1 577-  be  left  to  the  Prince  of  Condi,  for  his  Abode,  du- 
goryXin.  rmg  tne  Time  and  Term  of  fix  Years,  until  he 
1  may  effectually  enjoy  his  Government  of  Pi- 
cardy,  in  which  his  Majefty  will  have  him  con- 
tinued. 

XXXVI.  The  faid  Prince  fhall  promife  unto 
his  faid  Majefty,  well  and  faithfully  to  keep  the 
faid  City  of  St.  John  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
time  abovefaid,  the  fame  to  re-deliver,  together 
with  the  Caftle,  into  the  hands  of  the  Perfon 
deputed  by  his  Majefty  to  that  end,  in  the  fame 
Condition  it  now  is,  without  any  Innovation  or 
Alteration,  and  without  the  leaft  Delay  or  Dif- 
ficulty, upon  any  account  whatever.  More- 
over, it  is  his  Majefty's  Will  and  Pleafure,  That 
all  the  Ecclefiafticks  mail  freely  return  into  the 
faid  City,  perform  divine  Service  freely,  and 
enjoy  their  Eftates,  together  with  all  the  Catho- 
lick  Inhabitants  ;  and  the  faid  Prince  fhall  take 
all  the  faid  Ecclefiafticks  and  other  Inhabitants 
under  his  Protection  and  Safeguard,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  not  be  hindred  from  performing 
the  faid  divine  Service,  molefted  or  troubled  in 
their  Perfons,  or  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  E- 
ftates,  but  on  the  contrary,  reftor'd  to  the  full 
PofTeffion  of  the  fame. 

XXXVII.  The  faid  Prince  of  Condi  fhall 
prefent  and  name  unto  his  faid  Majefty,  the  Per- 
fon to  whom  he  fhall  truft  the  keeping  of  the 
faid  City,  to  the  end  that  Letters- Patent  may  be 
granted  him  for  the  fame  by  his  faid  Majefty,  as 
it  has  been  done  heretofore. 

XXXVIII.  For  the  Guard  arid  Safety  of  the 
faid  City,  fifty  Men  fhall  be  allow'd  to  the 
faid  Prince,  maintained  at  his  Majefty's  Charge, 
befides  the  Dividend  the  faid  King  of  Navarre 
{hall  allow  him  out  of  the  eight  hundred  Men 
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that  are  left  to  him  for  the  Guard  of  the  other  Henry  III. 
Cities  ;    his  faid  Majefty   willing  that  the  eight     J57£- 
hundred  and  fifty  Men  allow'd  as   aforefaid  tOg0ryxiir. 
the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  Prince  of  Conde,  y 
fhall   be  employed  for   the  Garifon  of  the  faid 
Cities,  as  it  has  been  agreed ;  and  that  they  fhall 
be    employ'd  no    where  elfe,    without   exprefs 
Command  from  his  faid  Majefty,  to  avoid  op- 
prefting  of  his  People,   and  to  remove  all  Caufe 
of  Jealoufy  from  among  his  Subjects  :    His  faid 
Majefty  alfo  meaning,  that  the    faid  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty   Men  fhall   be   disbanded   at  the 
expiration  of  the  Term  allow'd,  and  the  time  of 
the  Reftitution  of  the  faid  Cities. 

XXXIX.  By  the  General  Articles,  the  City 
of  Montpellier  is  left  in  keeping  to  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  for  the  Retreat  and  Safety  of  thofe 
of  the  Country  of  Languedoc  •,  but  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty means  it,  in  cafe  the  faid  City  be  ftiil  in 
the  hands  and  in  the  power  of  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  on  the  day  thefe  Articles  fhall 
be  granted  andfign'd  in  this  City  of  Bergerac, 
and  not  other  wife  ;  in  which  cafe,  inftead  of 
the  faid  City,  his  Majefty  fhall  allow  them  ano- 
ther, of  thofe  that  are  at  prefent  within  their 
Power  in  the  faid  Country  of  Languedoc,  at  their^ 
choice. 

XL.  His  faid  Majefty  (hall  write  to  his  Am- 
baftadors,  to  require  and  defire  for  all  his  Sub- 
jects of  whatever  Religion  they  be,  That  they 
may  not  be  troubled  as  to  their  Confcience,  nor 
be  liable  to  the  Inquifition,  in  going  and  coming, 
negotiating  and  trading  throughout  all  Spain, 
Italy,  other  Foreign  Countries,  Allies,  and 
Confederates  of  this  Crown,  provided  they 
do  not  offend  the  Civil  Government. 

XLI.  All  Pieces  of  Ordnance  belonging  to 
his  faid  Majefty,  that  have  been  taken  during 
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Henry  III.  the  prefent  or  precedent  Troubles,  fhall  be  im- 
p'-7Jrc_  mediately  reftor'd,  and  put  into  his  faid  Majefty's- 
goryXIII.  Magazines  ;  excepting  fuch  as  are  in  cautionary- 
Towns,  which  (hall  remain  in  them  •,  an  Inven- 
tory being  made  of  the  fame,  in  order  to  their 
being  reftor'd  at  the  expiration  of  the  aforefaid 
Term  cf  fix  Years. 

XLII.  Whereas,  if  all  that  has  been  done  a- 
gainft  the  Regulations  on  both  fides,  were  indif- 
ferently excepted  out  of  the  General  Pardon, 
there  is  no  Man  in  the  Army  but  might  be  pro- 
fecuted- and  troubled,  which  might  occafion  neww 
Troubles  ;  it  has  been  thought  fit  to  grant,  that 
none  but  execrable  Crimes  fhall  be  excepted  out 
of  the  faid  General  Pardon,  viz.  Rapes  of  Wo- 
men, Incendiaries,  Murders,  Robberies  commit- 
ted treacheroufly,  and  out  of  private  Revenge, 
againft  the  Laws  of  War,  Infraclion  of  Paffports 
and  Safeguards,  together  with  Murders  and  Plun- 
ders without  Command  -,  out  of  confideration  to 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  others  who  have 
been  engag'd  in  the  Party  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, or  the  Prince  of  Condi,  grounded  upon 
particular  occafions  that  have  oblig'd  them  to 
command  and  order  it. 

XLIII.  It  fhall  be  ordain'd,  That  whatever 
fhail  be  taken  on  either  fide  by  way  of  Hoftility 
or  otherwife,  upon  any  account  whatever,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  prefent  Troubles,  from  and  up- 
01  the  i /th  of  the  prefent  Month,  on  which  the 
Articles  have  been  granted,  agreed  upon,  and 
fign'd,  in  this  City  of  Bergerac,  mall  be  liable  to 
Reltitution  and  Civil  Reparation. 

XLIV.  As  for  the  City  of  Avignon,  and 
Veriaijjin  County,  his  Majeliy  dehring  that  the 
Inhabitants  thereof  may  fhare  and  enjoy  the 
Fruit  of  the  Peace  he  hopes  to  fettle  in  his  King- 
dom by  the  AiMance  of  God,  both  out  of  con- 
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iideration  to  our  holy  Father  the  Pope,  and  be-HenryIIL 
caufe  the  faid  City  and  County  have  always  been  pl^7Q 
under  the  Protection  of  the  Kings  his  Predecef-  rroryXIII. 
fors,  and  that  it  is  a  thing  very  materia)  towards 
the  Eftablifhment  of  the  faid  Peace  in  the  adja- 
cent Provinces-,  his  faid  Majefty  will  entreat  his 
faidHolinefs  to  allow  the  Subjects  of  this  King- 
dom, who  have  Eftates  in  the  faid  City  of  Avig- 
non, and  County,  as  alfo  to  the  Subjects  of  the 
faid  City  and  County,  who  are  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion, to  be  reflor'd  and  re-eftablifh'd  into  the  en- 
tire and  peaceable  Enjoyments  of  their  Eftates, 
which  they  have  been  depriv'd  of  on  account  of 
the  Troubles  paft,  and  of  the  faid  Religion, 
without  their  being  liable  to  be  troubled  in  the 
faid  PofTeilion  upon  the  faid  account.  Which 
being  done,  thofe  who  occupy  and  detain  at  pre- 
fent  in  the  faid  Country,  Cities  and  Places,  be- 
longing either  to  his  Holinefs,  or  his  Subjects* 
fhall  be  oblig'd  to  deliver  them  forthwith,  and 
without  delay,  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as  fhall 
be  nominated  by  his  faid  Holinefs  for  that  pur- 
pofe  :  For  the  effecting  of  which  the  King  of 
Navarre,  and  the  Prince  of  CondL,  fhall  difpatch. 
a  Gentleman  on  purpofe  to  thofe  that  are  de- 
tainers of  the  faid  Places,  to  fignify  the  fame 
unto  them,  and  to  require  and  order  them  to 
obey  ;  which  in  cafe  they  refufe  to  do,  the 
faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  Prince  of  Conde,  do 
promife  both  in  their  Names,  and  in  the  Names 
of  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  and  others,  who 
have  been  engag'd  in  their  Party,  neither  to  aid,, 
comfort,  or  aftift  them.  His  Majefty  alfo  pro- 
mifes,  That  in  cafe  after  the  Reftitution  and 
Delivery  of  the  faid  Places  into  the  hands  of  fuch 
as  fhall  be  ordered  by  his  faid  Holinefs,  any  of 
his  Majefty's  Subjects  having  Eftates  in  the  faid 
Cities  and  County,  or  of  his  Holinefs's  Subjects. 
P  4  pro- 
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HenrylH.profeffing  the  faid  Religion,  fhouid  be  difturb'd 

1 577-     in  the  Enjoyment  of  their  faid  Eftates  on   ao 

2oryXlir"count  °^  tne  *~a^  Religion,  he  will  grant  them 
'  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprifal  upon  the  Eftates 
that  are  pofTefs'd  by  the  Subjects  of  the  faid.  City 
and  County  of  Avignon,  in  the  Countries  under 
his  Obedience  ;  which  Letters  mall  be  directed  to 
that  end  to  the  Judges  to  whom  of  right  the 
Cognizance  of  fuch  things  appertains. 

XLV.  All  his  Majefty's  Subjects  ihall  be  e- 
qually  aflefTed  for  the  Sums  due  to  the  Re'ifters, 
both  for  the  prefent  and  preceding  Troubles. 
And  whereas  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  pretend 
that  the  main  part  of  the  Money  deftin'd  for  the 
Payment  of  the  faid  Re'ifters  for  the  precedent 
Troubles  was  rais'd  before  the  24th  of  siuguft, 
1572,  and  was  taken  from  them  and  remitted, 
and  that  his  Majefty  might,  by  furprize,  have 
made  a  Gift  of  the  faid  Money  to  fome  particu- 
lar Perfons:  It  is  his  Majefty's  Pleafure,  that 
thofe  who  have  had  the  faid  Money  on  any  ac- 
count, and  under  any  pretence,  fhall  be  oblig'd 
fay  lawful  and  reafonable  means  to  reftore  the 
iame  :  And  that  whatever  Receivers,  and  others, 
who  have  ftill  Money  of  that  kind  in  their  hands, 
ihall  alio  be  oblig'd  to  deliver  it  forthwith  into 
the  hands  of  his  Majefty's  Receivers-General, 
and  that  too  by  imprifoning  of  them  if  neceflary  : 
Upon  account  of  which  his  faid  Majefty  has,  and 
does  difcharge  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  of  all 
Obligations  and  Promifes  made  and  given  by 
them  upon  that  account,  both  to  his  faid  Ma- 
jefty, the  Re'ifters,  and  all  others, 

XLVI.  The  faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  thofe 
pf  the  faid  Religion,  having  made  application 
to  his  faid  Majefty  for  the  Payment  of  the 
Reilers  due  to  the  faid  John  Cafimir,  his  Colo- 
nels, and  Rent-mafters  :    His  faid  Majefty  has 
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declar'd,  That   hie    will  endeavour  to   do  it  asHenrylll. 
fbon  as  ever  his  Affairs  will  permit  him.  pl<*7c 

XLVII.  And  as  to  the  fix  hundred  thoufand  JjyXIIL 
Livres  which  )  thofe  of  the  laid  Religion  fay  were  u 
allow'd  them  by  the  laft  Peace,  to  impofe  upon, 
and  raife  among  themfelves,  in  order  to  pay 
fome  Sum  due  by  them :  It  has  been  granted 
by  them,  That  in  cafe  they  can  produce  the 
faid  Permiffion,  and  make  it  appear,  that  no- 
thing has  been  rais'd  by  them  by  virtue  there- 
of, and  that  the  Sums  for  which  it  had  been 
granted  are  dill  due,  the  faid  Permiilion  fhall 
be  confirm'd   by  his  faid  Majefty. 

XLVIII.  The  Prince  of  Orange  mall  be  re- 
ftor'd  to  all  the  Lands,  Jurifdictions  and  Lord- 
fhips  he  has  in  this  faid  Kingdom  and  Terri- 
tories, under  his  faid  Majefty's  Obedience.  In 
like  manner  ihall  be  reftor'd  to  him  all  Titles, 
Inftrudtions,  and  ether  Papers  concerning  his 
Principality  of  Orange  \  in  cafe  any  have  been 
taken  and  remov'd  by  the  Governors  and  Lieu^ 
tenants-General,  and  others  his  faid  Majefty's 
Officers,  if  what  is  above  faid  has  not  been  done 
already. 

The  prefent  Articles  have  been  made  and 
granted  by  exprefs  Command  from  the  Kingy 
in  his  Majefty's  Name,  and  by  his  Fleafure,  by 
the  Duke  of  Montpenfier  and  the  Sieurs  de  Bi- 
ron,  Defcars,  S.  Sulpice,  de  la  Mothe-Fenelon,  by 
virtue  of  the  full  Powers  given  unto  them  by 
his  faid  Majefty,  to  conclude  and  agree  about 
the  Pacification  of  the  Troubles  of  this  King- 
dom on  the  one  part  :  And  by  the  King  of 
Navarre,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  Deputies 
of  thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform* d  Re- 
ligion, the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  Prince  of 
Conde,  and  Deputies  anfvvcring  for  all  thofe  of 
the    Provinces   of   this  Kingdom,    Countries, 

Ter- 
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Henry  III.  Territories  and  Lordfnips  under  the  Obedience 
*57Z     of  his  faid  Majefty,  who    profefs   the  faid  Reii- 

eoryXIIl"g^on>  an^  others  wno  have  been  engag'd  in 
i  their  Party,  on  the  other  part.  In  witnefs 
whereof  the  faid  Articles  have  been  iign'd 
with  their  own  Hands,  in  the  City  of  Berge- 
rac,  the  17th  Day  of  September,  IS77- 

Thus  figned  in  the  Original,  Lewis  of  Bourbon, 
Biron,  D<efcarsr  St.  Sulpice,  in  the  King's 
Name.  La  None,  Du  Faur  de  Grateins, 
Chancellor  to  the  King  of  Navarre  ;  St. 
Gelais,  Chauvin,  Du  Faur  de  Cafenoue,  Clau- 
fov.j  Deputy  of  Languedoc,  and  others  De- 
puties of  the  Confederates. 


That  Edict  was  read,  publifhed  and  regiftered 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  only  on  the  8th  of 
October,  at  the  Inftance  of  the  King's  Attorney- 
General.  As  to  the  Secret  Articles,  whereas 
they  refpected  for  the  moil:  part  the  Provinces 
of  the  Kingdom,  not  of  the  faid  Parliament's 
Jurifdiclion,  they  were  only  regiftered  in  the 
Publick  Acts.  The  King,  his  Mother,  and  the 
Duke  of  Anjou,  had  foiemnly  fworn  at  Poitiers, 
on  the  5th  of  the  fame  Month  to  the  ftrict  Ob- 
servation of  whatever  had  been  enacted,  either 
by  the  Edict,  or  bythe  Secret  Articles,  whereof 
the  King  {tnt  an  Inftrument  to  the  King  of  Na- 
varre at  Bergerac  ;  and  the  two  Parties  were 
equally  well  pleafed  with  the  Contents  of  it,  and 
the  King  ufed  to  call  it  his  own  Edict,  by- 
way of  Excellency. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  Execution  thereof, 
which  we  may  refer  more  conveniently  to  the 
next  Year,  I  think  it  very  proper  to  give  here 
fome   general    Notion   of  thofe  who   had    th£ 

chief 
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chief  Management   of  Affairs  in  the  Court  of  Henryl'IL 

France,  _  ,_  Pope  6  re- 

We  have  already  infinuated   in  feveral  Places,  g0ryXIII. 
that  King  Henry  III.  was   quite  altered  for  the  < — -v*-— 1 
worfe  at  his  Return  from  Poland,  and  entirely      cx- 
•give<i  up  ':o    his  favourites  and  MintOKS  ;    it   is^  ^ 
worth  our  while  to  enquire  into  their  Character,  Kh.-g's  Fa- 
fince  they  have  had  fe  great  a  fhare  in  the  Mif-  wurites. 
management  and  the  Misfortunes  of  this  Prince. 

ViUequier,  Bellcgarde,  he  Guaji,  and  Chivemi, 
had  the  greater!  fhare  in  that  Prince's  Favour  ; 
while  he  was  Duke  of  Anjou,  afterwards  King 
of  Poland,  and  when  at  firfc  he  came  back  to 
France.  The  two  firft  attended  him  in  Poland, 
the  two  ethers  took  care  of  his  Affairs  in  France-, 
during  his  Abfence,  le  Guaft  as  a  Spy,  and  Chi- 
verni  as  his  Chancellor  as  Duke  of  Anjou. 

Tho'  Rene  of  Villequier,  Baron  of  Clervaux,  OfVille-- 
was  youngeft  Brother  to  Claudius  Baron  of  Vil-1uier' 
leqider,  and  had  no  fhare  in  Willequier's  Land,  he 
took  neverthelefs  the  Name  of  that  Place,  be- 
caufe  of  its  ancient  and  iiluftrious  Nobility,  and 
that  he  might  be  thought  more  worthy  of  that 
Greatnefs  to  which  he  afpired.  He  was  a  Man 
of  a  great  W:f,  but  of  that  fort  of  Wit  that 
was  then  in  fafhion  at  Court,  he  was  entirely 
devoted  to  his  Matter's  Inclinations  and  Plea- 
fures  •,  and  as  he  was  the  moft  forward  in  his 
Favour,  fo  he  plunged  himfelf  deeper  than  any 
in  all  manner  of  Vices,  Libertinifm  and  DifTo» 
lutenefs,  fetting  afide  the  Glory  of  his  Anceftors,, 
his  own  Honour,  Probity,  Confcience  and  Reli- 
gion, as  fo  many  Obftacles  to  his  Ambition 
Henry  be'mg  King  of  Poland,  made  him  Great 
Mailer  of  his  Houfhold ;  and  when  he  return'd 
into  France  he  made  him  Captain  of  his  Guards, 
firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-chamber,  Governor 
of  Paris  and  the  IJle  of  France  after  the  Duke 

of 
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Henrylll.  0f  Montmorancfs  Death,  and  Knight  of  his  Or- 
!577-     ders.     Befides  his  Barony  of  Clervaux  in  Poitou, 

ooryXIII.  ne  got  thole  of  Aubigny  and  la  Faye  in  the  fame 
Country,  the  Lordfhips  of  Eftableau  and  Chan- 
ceaux  in  'Touraine,  thofe  of  Evry  in  Brie,  and  Fa- 
verolles  in  Picardy,  he  knew  very  well  how  to 
make  his  profit  of  the  lavifh  Temper  of  his 
Mailer,  with  whom  no  body  was  greater  than 
thofe  who  were  infatiable  of  Riches,  and  fqcan- 
dered  away  their  Money  in  Clothes,  Ballets, 
Feafts  and  other  Debaucheries  of  all  kinds,  for 
whofe  Gratification  the  People  groaned  under 
heavy  Taxes  and  Subsidies  •,  and  no  wonder  if 
Villeqiiier,  as  well  as  other  Minions,  drew  upon 
himfelf  the  publick  Hatred,  and  was  fo  much 
cenfured  by  the  Publick  when  he  murdered 
in  cool  Blood  his  own  Lady  Frances  de  la  Mark, 
in  the  King's  Houfe  at  Poitiers,  where  his  Ma- 
jefty  was  in  Perfon,  in  order,  as  'tis  faid,  to 
pleafe  his  Mailer,  who  had  been  denied  fome 
Favour  by  that  unfortunate  Lady  ;  or  as  fome 
others  fay,  becaufe  fhe  had  fpoken  too  freely  of 
his  Majeity.  Howbeit,  that  tragical  Event  hap- 
pened this  Year,  1577.  He  had  a  Daughter 
by  her,  named  Charlotte  Catherine,  who  was 
married  firft  to  Francis  Lord  of  O,  another  of 
Henry  Illd's  Favourites,  Mailer  of  his  Wardrobe, 
firft  Gentleman  of  his  Chamber,  Governor  of 
Caen,  Lieutenant-General  in  Low-Normandy, 
and  Super-Intendant  of  his  Exchequer.  As  to 
himfelf,  he  married  in  1586,  Loitifa  of  Savon- 
niere,  one  of  the  Queen- Mother's  Maids  of  Ho- 
nour. He  died  at  Evry,  in  the  Year  1590,  leav- 
ing a  Son  by  his  fecond  Wife,  who  died  at  Fon- 
tainbleau,  without  I  flue  aged  19  Years  (0). 

Roger 

(0)  Addit.  aux  Mem.  de  Caftelnaa,  liv.  7.   chap.  9.  pag. 

736,  £sfc.     See  further  upon  his  Character,  Thuan,  lib.  58. 

pag.  7.  lib.  86.  pag.  173.  lib.  87.  pag.  191.  lib.  90.  p.  281, 

usd  285. 
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Roger  of  St.  Laire,  (or  St.  Hilaire)  Baron  of  HenryJII. 
Bellegarde,  Marfhal  of  France,  was  born  of  p'^"re_ 
an  ancient  and  raoft  illuftrious  Houfe  in  Lan-  o-0ryX!II. 
guedoc  ;  he  was  a  moft  accomplifh'd  Gentleman,  »— — v~— J 
but  vaftly  ambitious  and  revengeful,  he  made^/  ^"r~ 
ufe  of  all  his  Wit,  Dexterity  and  Valour,  to  get/^,.^/ 
into  the  King's  Favour,  to  improve  it  as  he  did, 
and  to  maintain  himfeif  in  the  Government  of 
the  Marquifate  of  Saluces,  even  when  he  was 
fallen  into  the  Kind's  Disfavour.  The  Marfhal 
of  Vermes,  his  Uncle,  had  married  a  Daughter 
of  the  Houfe  of  Seduces,  a  beautiful  and  crafty 
Lady.  Bellegarde  became  enamour'd  with  her, 
and  fhe  manag'd  his  Paflion  fo  dexteroufiy,  that 
after  the  Marlhal's  Death  fhe  married  him  by  the 
Pope's  Difpenfation,  procured  by  the  Duke  of  Sa- 
voy's Intereft  -,  and  fo  fhe  had  the  good  luck  to 
reign  again  in  the  faid  Marquifate,  juft  as  if  fhe 
had  been  the  lawful  He'refs  thereof,  and  as  fhe 
had  transferred  her  own  Rights  to  her  faid  Huf- 
band,  who  confirmed  his  Authority  fo  well  in 
that  Country,  that  the  Queen-Mother,  whofe 
irreconcileable  Hatred  fupply'd  the  King  her 
Son's  PufilJanimiry,  found  no  better  means  of 
fubduing  that  fecret  Enemy,  than  by  caufing 
him  to  be  poifon'd  in  the  Year  1579,  juft  as  he 
was  upon  the  point  of  executing  aDefign,  where- 
of we  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  fpeak  in  its  proper 
Place.  He  had  incurred  the  Queen-Mother's 
Difgrace,  by  advifing  the  King  her  Son  not  to 
fet  out  from  Poland,  without  taking  his  leave  of 
the  States  of  the  Kingdom  :  and  then  becaufe  he 
infifted  with  the  faid  King  upon  the  neceflity  of 
pacifying  his  Kingdom  at  the  beginning  of  his 
Reign.  Villequier  thwarted  his  Counfel,  and  by- 
little  and  little  at  the  Queen-Mother's  Inftiga- 
gation,  rendered  him  fufpe&ed  to  the  King. 
He  left  but  one  Son,  Cafar  of  Bellegarde,  Go- 
vernor 
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Henrylll.  vernor    of  Xaintonge,    killed   at   the  Battle  of 

Pole  Se-  Co"iras>   in   *578    iP)> 

soiyXlil.  Lewis  Ber eager i  Lord  du  Guaft,  was  a  Man  of 
w— sr-~j  an  afpiring  Genius  above  his  Condition,  and  who 
Of  Du  nad.  much  Wit  •,  he  carried  his  Arrogance  fo  far 
-/  as  to  attempt  to  cope  with  the  Princes  of  the 
Blood,  and  thefirft  Lords  of  the  Court,  and  by 
the  Saucinefs  of  his  Language  he  defamed 
wrong  or  right  the  Ladies  of  the  Court,  blacken- 
ing their  Reputation  in  the  King's  prefence,  who 
took  a  delight  in  thofe  things.  Nay,  he  fpared 
not  the  King's  own  Siller,  who  being  grievouily 
offended  at  it,  fought  all  means  to  be  revenged  ; 
and  at  lait  caufed  him  to  be  murdered  in  his  own 
Bed,  by  du  Prat  Baron  de  Viteaux  \  this  hap- 
pened in  the  Year  1575.  Thuanus  obferves,  that 
the  King  tho'  fenlible  of  that  Affront,  the  Fact 
having  been  perpetrated  jufr.  by  the  Louvre, 
where  du  Guaft  had  his  Houfe,  neverthelefs  he 
was  not  verv  forry  to  be  treed  of  him  ;  begin- 
ning to  fufpect  his  haughty  and  afpiring  Genius, 
and  to  dread  him  as  a  fevere  Cenfor,  who  en- 
deavoured to  reclaim  him  out  of  his  lazy  Life, 
and  to  bring  him  to  act  as  a  Prince  (a). 
Of  Chi-  Philip  Hurauli  Count  ofCbiverni,  was  a  Man 
of  an  extenhve  Capacity,  which  added  to  a 
great  Dexterity  in  the  Management  of  Affairs, 
and  a  Jong  Experience  in  the  fame,  made  him 
one  of  the  greater!  Men  of  his  Age;  befides  that 
he  was  remarkable  for  his  Kindnefs,  Affability, 
and  Meeknefs,  on  which  account  no  body  went 
from  him  diffatisfy'd.  He  had  been  Chancellor 
to  King  Henry  while  he  was  Duke  of  Anjou,  and 
wis  railed  by  degrees  to  the  Dignity  of  Chancel- 
lor of  France,  after  the  Refignaticn  of  Bir  agues* 

upoa 

(/>)  Agricola  Addit.   aux  Mem.   dc  Cafk'lna'V   Lur  iOL 
chip.  8. 
$$)    Thuan.  lib.  61,  jpag.  ic8~.ioq. 
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upon  the  Promotion  of  this  Man  to  the  Cardinal-  Henrylll,. 
fiiip  in  1579.     I  can't  fay  that  Chiverni  was  not    * 577- 
a  Time-ferv.-r,  and  even  too  great  a  Flatterer  of  goryXIII. 
the  High  Powers,  before  he  was   raifed  to   the  <— ^"— ' 
flrft  Magiftracy    of  the  Kingdom  ;    but  indeed 
his  ^reat  Services  to  the  Kins;  and  the  Kingdom 
lince  he  was   promoted  to  ,that  high  Office  for 
twenty  Years   together  in    the  mo:t   hard    and 
troublefome  times,    deferve  the   gieateft  Enco- 
miums.     He    died   of   a    Mortification  m   his 
Bowels,  at  the  Caftle  of  Chiverni,  in   the   73d 
Year  of  his  Age,  on  the  29th  of  June,    1599. 
Had  King  Henry  III.  never  had  any  other  JXXi- 
nifter,  or  follow'd    any  other  Coum'el  than  Chi- 
verni's,  he  wouid  have  reigned  gloriouily,  and 
been  the  Delight  of  his  People  {r). 
.   But  to  that  Prince's   and  the  Kingdom's  Mif- 
fortune  he    was  become  a  perfect  Slave   to  his 
Minions,  young  Men  remarkable   only   for  the 
Beauty  of  their  Face  anil  Shape,  for  their  Riots, 
Difiblutenefs,  and  extravagant  Expences-,  for  the 
Gratification  of  which,  the  King  made  no  temple 
of  emptying  his  Exchequer,  and  of  overloading 
his  Subjects  with  new  Taxes  and  Impofts.    9$ue- 
lus,  Maugiron,  St.  Megrin   and    Livarot,   were 
his  firft  Minions,   who   ended  their  Lives  mi- 
ferably  •,  to  them  fucceeded  Joyeufe,  St.  Luc,   la 
Palette,  d'O,  and  fome  others. 

Annas  Son  to  William  Vifcount  of  Jcyeufe,OfJoyeu^ 
Marfhal  of  France,  was  of  a  Family  very  consi- 
derable by  its  Nobility,  and  the  great  Eftates 
they  were  poflefTed  of  in  Languedoc  ;  he  was 
the  eldeft  of  fix  Brethren,  d)  of  them  enjoyed 
the  greateft  Dignities  and  Preferments,  either  of 
Court  or  Church,  by  the  Favour  of  Henry  III. 
Francis,  the  fecond  Son,  was  Cardinal  Duke  of 
Joyeufe,  Archbimop  of  Narbonne,  Thouloufe  and 

Rouen  ^ 

(r)  Idem  lib,  123.  pag  884,  885. 
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HenrylH  Rou'c'n,  Abbot  of  Marmoutier,  Grammont,  Fef- 
pll7G  camV->  Sl-  Florent,  Mont  St.  Michel,  St.  Sernin  of 
goryXIll  Tbouloufe,  and  St  Martin  of  Pontoife.  Henry 
i  was  the  third  Son,  and  fucceffively  Count  of 
Bouchagc,  Favourite  to  King  Henry  III.  married 
to  Catherine  of  Nogaret,  the  Duke  of  Efpernon's 
Sifter,  after  whofe  Death  he  turned  a  Capu- 
cine,  and  a  Prieft  5  then  he  was  Governor  of 
Languedoc,  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  Peer  of  France* 
Marfhal  of  France,  and  at  laft  he  died  a  Capu- 
cine.  His  only  Daughter  Henrietta  Catberina* 
Duchefs  of  Joyeufe,  was  married  at  firft  to  Henry 
of  Bourbon  Duke  of  Montpenfter,  by  whom  fhe 
had  Mary  Duchefs  of  Orleans  ;  and  fecondly  to 
Charles  of  Lorrain  Duke  of  Guife.  Antony 
Scipio  of  Joyeufe,  the  fourth  Son  of  William* 
was  Knight  of  Malta,  and  Great  Prior  of  Tbou- 
loufe  ;  he  fucceeded  his  Brother  in  the  Duchy 
of  Joyeufe  and  Government  of  Languedoc,  and 
took  the  Party  of  the  League,  with  a  View  of 
railing  himfelf  to  the  Sovereignty  of  his  Pro- 
vince ;  but  all  his  ambitious  Projects  were 
drowned  with  himfelf  in  the  River  "Tarn,  after 
the  Fight  of  Villemur*  in  1592.  George  de  Joy- 
eufe, his  Brother,  was  dead  of  an  apoplectick 
Fit  at  Paris,  in  1585.  a  few  Days  before  the  Con- 
summation of  his  Marriage  with  fhe  Heirefs  of 
Mouy.  Claudius  de  Joyeufe  Lord  of  St.  Sauveur9 
was  the  youngeft  of  all,  and  conlidered  as  the 
presumptive  Heir  of  the  whole  Greatnefs  of  that 
illuftrious  Houfe  ;  but  was  killed  with  the  eldeft 
at  the  Battle  of  Coutras.  Of  all  that  Number  of 
Son1?,  ail  of  whom  were  generous,  valiant,  potent 
in  Eftates,  great  in  Titles  and  Fortune,  three 
only  remained  to  their  Father ;  one  of  them  a 
Cardinal,  another  a  Capucine,  Father  of  one 
only  Daughter,  and  another  a  Knight  of  Malta* 
who  by  the  Inftitutes  of  his  Order  could  not   | 

contract 
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contract  a  lawful  Marriage.     So  he  could  com-  Henrylll* 
plain  at  his  Death,  which  happened  in  1592,  that  _  !577- 
he  had  (em  his  Pofterity  only  like  an  Appari-gofyxiir" 
tion,  whereof  he  had  enjoyed  only  as  of  a  plea- ' 
fant  Dream,  and  whereof  nothing  was  left  to  him 
but  their  Pictures,  and  the  fad  and  doleful  Re- 
membrance That  they  had  been.    There 
is  fomething  {o  extraordinary  in  the  'Rife  and 
Fall  of  that  Houfe,  that  I  hope  the  Reader  will 
forgive  me  the  Difgreffion. 

Annas  de  Joyeufe  was  then  the  eld  eft.  of  it, 
he  raifed  his  Houfe  to  thehigheft  pitch  of  Gran- 
deur and  Glory  whereto  a  Subjeft  could  attain, 
thro'  the  Prodigality  of  the  King  ;  who  found 
no  Delight  more  worthy  of  a  Prince  than  when 
he  entertained  his  Favourites  with  the  Scorn  he 
did  fhew  for  all  the  Remonftrances  made  unto 
him  concerning  the  Diffipation  of  his  Finances, 
and  the  Ruin  and  Defpair  of  his  poor  People. 
He  liked  to  have  feveral  Favourites  together, 
and  was  mightily  well  pleafed  with  their  Jea- 
losies 5  he  would  have  them  valiant,  but  they 
Ought  to  be  rafh,  witty,  and  vicious  :  He  de- 
nied them  nothing,  if  they  were  magnificent  and 
extravagant,  and  that  he  could  give  a  Spight  to 
thofe  who  had  a  greater  Right  to  his  Favour, 
either  by  their  Birth  or  their  great  Services. 
True  it  is,  that  Joyeufe's  good  Luck  was  !efs  en- 
vy'd,  becaufe  he  was  of  a  moft  illufirious  Houfe, 
and  that  he  had  all  the  moft  exquiiite  Parts  of  a 
perfect  Courtier  :  He  was  generous,  more  inclin- 
ing to  true  Greatnefs  than  to  gathering  of  Riches, 
which  he  received  only  for  fcattering  them  with 
Profufenefs  ;  an  Inftance  of  this  he  gave  one 
Day,  when  coming  out  of  the  King's  Apart- 
ment and  meeting  the  four  Secretaries  of  State 
in  the  Anti-chamber,  which  had  waited  a  long 
time  for  him,   he  accompanied  his  Excufes  with 

V.III.  Part II.        Q^  a 
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Henrylll.  a  Gift  of  an   hundred  thoufand  Crowns,    to   be 
'577-    divided  amongft  them,  which  he  had  juft  then 

jroryXllI.  received  of  his  Majefty.  And  the  League  be- 
>ing  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out,  with  fo  much 
the  greater  danger  for  the  King,  that  all  the 
great  Lords  were  either  difcontented  or  divided, 
and  the  People  fo  much  difaffected  that  no  fur- 
ther Supply  of  Money  could  be  expected  from 
them  in  the  moft  urgent  Neceflity  the  Court  was 
in  •,  he  offered  his  All  to  his  Majefty,  which  he 
would  not  accept,  but  could  not  refufe  without 
the  greateft  Tokens  of  Gratitude  and  Acknow- 
ledgment. 

All  thefe  Qualifications  would  have  fhelter'd 
him  againft  the  Publick  Hatred,  and  he  would 
have  had  lefs  Enemies  than  Enviers,  had  not  his 
Mafter  offended  the  Eyes  of  his  Subjects,  by  the 
exorbitant  Expences  he  made  for  this  Favourite's 
Nuptials,    which  amounted  to  Three    hun- 
dred   thousand   Pounds  Sterling:  An 
intolerable  thing  at  any  time!  but  a  thing  which 
hath  no  Name  under  an  unhappy  Reign,  ruined 
by  Wars  and  divided  into  two  Parties,  always  in 
Arms  and   ready  to  cut  one  another's  Throats. 
The  EmbafTadors   of  the  Switz  Cantons    were 
then  at  Paris,  to  demand  the   Payment  of  the 
Arrears  due  unto  them  ;  but  being  told  by  the 
Treafurers,  that  there  was  no  Money  in  the  Ex- 
chequer :  How  fo,   fay  they,   fince  your  Mafter 
laid  out  fuch  vaft  Sums  for  the  Nuptial  Feafts  of 
one  of  his  Subjects,  can   he  not  fatisfy  the  jufl 
Demands  of  his  Allies  ?    The  King  gave  him 
his  own  Sifter-in-law,  Margaret  of  Lorraine,  for 
his  Wife,  in  1581.     Few  Days  before  he   had 
created  him  Duke   of  Joyeufe,  with   a  Distinc- 
tion worthy  of  a  Prince,  who  did  not  care  whe- 
ther the  Deeds  of  his  Reign  fhould  be  cancelled 
after  his  Death,  or  not ;  to  wit,  he  ordered,  and 

it 
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it  was  fo  registered,  That  in  Coyifi  deration  of  ^/jHemylll. 
future  Marriage  he  fhould  precede  all  other  Dukes,     J577- 
tho*  their  Creation  were   of  an   older  Date,    /^aorvXllL 
Princes  of  the  Blood  and  the  fovereign  Houfes  ex- 
cepted.    Damville  at  this  time  Duke  of  Mont- 
morancy,  tho'  abfent   from    Court,  entered    his 
Proteft  againft  that  Novelty  ;  and  caufed  after- 
wards fuch  a  Pretention  to   be  declared  abufive 
by  the  Parliament  of  Paris. 

At  this  time  there  were  at  Paris  fome  Preach- 
ers very  free,  who  did  not  except  from  the  Ca- 
tegory of  the  greater!  Sins,  the  cruel  or  liber- 
tine Maxims  of  the  Cabinet.  Doctor  Poncet  a- 
mongft  others,  a  Man  eloquent  and  vehement, 
fpared  not  the  King  and  the  Lords  of  thz  Court 
in  his  Sermons  ;  and  Brantome  obferves,  that 
one  day  he  carried  his  Heat  fo  far  againft  that 
political  Axiom,    Who  knows    not    how  to 

DISSEMBLE,  KNOWS  NOT  HOW  TO  REIGN,  that 

he  made  no  Scruple  to  fay  from  the  Pulpit,  That 
this  was  a  Saying  of  a  thorough  Atheift,  which  o~ 
opened  the  Broad-way  to  the  Kin^s  and  Princes  to 
go  all  to  the  Devil,  and  to   render*  them  thorough 
Tyrants  in  this  World.    One  Day,  adds  Brantome, 
M.  de  Joyeufe  met  him  in  the  Street,  during  the 
great  Feajls  for   his  Marriage,    and   told  him, 
Dr.  Poncet,  I  have  never  feen  you  before,  and  am 
very  glad  to  meet  you  now  -,  for  I  have  often 
heard  of  you,  and  how  you  provoke  your  Hear- 
ers   to    laughing    when   you  preach.     Whereto 
Poncet  replyed  with  great  coolnefs,  Sir,  It  is  but 
reafon  that  I  fhould  provoke  the  People  to  laugh 
when   I   preach,  fince  you  do  provoke   them  to 
Jhed  abundance  of  Tears  by  the  Taxes   and  Sub- 
sidies loaded  upon  them  to  find  out  the  Expences 
of  your  Nuptials.     Joyeufe  had  a  good  mind   to 
ftrike  him- .for  that  Freedom,  but  he  forbore,  be- 
(i  a  ing 
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Ilenrylll.  ing  afraid  of  the  People  there  prefent,  who  had 
l577^    a  great  value  and  refpect  for  Pence t. 

ooryXIII.  By  the  Favour  of  this  Lord,  his  own  Father 
was  created  Marfhal  of  France,  and  he  himfelf 
Admiral  of  France,  Governor  of  Normandy, 
firft  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- Chamber,  and  Knight 
of  the  King's  Orders  ;  he  was  fo  far  beloved  by 
the  King,  that  after  having  inverted  him  with 
his  own  Authority,  it  was  but  his  own  fault  if 
he  did  not  partake  of  all  his  other  Goods,  and 
even  of  his  own  Honour  •,  but  his  Generofity 
made  him  to  be  contented  with  Titles. 

At  laft  John  Lewis  of  Nogaret,  afterwards 
Duke  of  Efpernon,  his  Ally,  who  partook  with 
him  in  the  King's  Favour,  but  was  willing  to 
poffefs  it  whole  and  entire,  that  he  might  raife 
himfelf  to  the  fame  Degree  of  Grandeur  as  he 
was,  caufed  his  Courage  to  be  tickled  for  accept- 
ing the  Command  of  the  Army  which  the  King 
fent  into  Guienne  againft  the  Reformed,  in  order 
to  blot  out  the  Sufpicions  entertained  againft 
him  on  account  of  his  Religion.  The  Duke 
catch'd  at  the  Bait,  and  his  Creatures  who  faw 
him  refolved  on  that  Expedition  did  not  infift 
enough  to  difTuade  him  from  it ;  on  the  con- 
trary they  flatter'd  his  Ambition,  and  he  left 
the  Court  with  a  brilliant  Retinue.  He  made 
feveral  great  Exploits,  and  took  feveral  Places  ; 
but  he  was  no  fooner  gone  from  Court,  than 
his  Enemies  began  to  fpeak  difadvantageoufly  of 
him  :  He  had  notice  too  late  of  the  Intereft  he 
loft  every  Day  in  the  King's  Affections  •,  and 
being  returned  to  Court,  on  pretence  of  pro- 
viding for  the  Wants  of  his  Army,  he  was  fen- 
fible  of  the  Fault  he  had  done  in  quitting  his 
Game.  It  is  laid,  that  out  of  fpite  againft  his 
Competitor  Nogaret,  who  had  laid  that  he  was 
tired  with  the  War,  and  that  he  durft  not  give 

.    Battle 
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Battle  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  he  took  fecretly  Henrylll. 
Party  with  the  League,  fully  refolved  to  revenge  r>15~£" 
as  foon  as  he  mould  have  increafed  his  Reputa-  goryXIH. 
tion  by  fome  great  Feat.     For  which  caufe  he  <^.-v— «*j 
afked  the  King's  Leave  to  give  Battle,  which  was 
readily  granted  ;    that   Prince  defiring    that  he 
might  do    fomething,  which    might   juftify   the 
Value  he  had    had  for  him.     Being  reduced  to 
a  kind  of  Defpair,  he  neglected   the  Advantage 
he  had  of  keeping  the  King  of  Navarre  fhut  up 
clofe  between  two  Rivers,  to  give  him  Battle  at 
Qoutras  ;  where  he   was  routed  and  wounded, 
then  killed  in  cool  Blood  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1587.     Brantome   fays,    that    feeing  his  Army 
routed  he  anfwered   St.  Luke,  who   aflced  him 
what  was  to  be  done  in  the  prefent  Emergency., 
To  die  after  this,  Monfieur  de  St.  Luke,  fays  he, 
and  to  live  no  longer.     Turenne  took  care  to  have 
him  put  up  in  a  Leaden  Coffin,  and  carried  to 
Tours  ;  from  whence  he  was  brought  to  Park, 
where  he  was  buried  at  the  King's  Charge,  with 
a  Royal  Funeral  Pomp,  in  the  Church  of  Auftin 
Fryars  [s). 

John  Lewis  Nogaret  de  la  Valet te  Caumont,  Of  La  Va- 
{o  much  renowned  in  our  Hiftory  by  the  Name  lette. 
of  Duke  of  Efpernon,  was  born  in  the  Year 
1554,  of  a  mod  ancient  and  noble  Family  in 
Guienne  ;  his  Father  was  Colonel  of  the  Light- 
Horfe-  of  France,  and  the  King's  Lieutenant- 
General  in  Guienne,  and  his  Mother  was  Silter 
to  the  Marfhal  of  Betlcgarde.  Caumont  being 
extraordinary  well  fhaped,  of  a  quick  Genius, 
and  endowed  with  all  other  Parts  requifite  to 
make  a  great  Man  and  a  Hero,  came  for  the 
third  time  to  Paris,  and  for  the  fecond  time  to 
0^3  Court, 

(s)  Addit.  aux  Mem.  deCaft.   Tom.  II.  liv.  4.    ch.  3, 
pag.  51 — 55.    Vie  d'Efpemon,  Tom.  I.  liv.  1,  k  2. 
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Henrylll. Court,  in   the  Year  1577,  and  in   the   twenty- 
_,577-     third  of  his  Age.     He  was  known  by  the  Kins, 

xotc  Ore-  .»  .  .  r  • 

coiyXIII.  wh°  had  feen  him  at  the  Siege  of  la  Rochelle  m 
1573,  (where   he    ferved   as  Voluntier,  tho'  he 
was  but    18  or  19  Years  of  Age,  and  diftin- 
guifhed   himfelf  on  that  occafion   by   his  great 
Courage  •,)  and  he  bad  feen  him  fince  in  the  Re- 
tinue of  the  King  of  Navarre,  while  he  was  at 
Court.     It  was   upon   that   little  Acquaintance, 
that  he  refolved  to  apply  and  addict  himfelf  di-» 
redly  to  the  King  •,    therefore  as   the  War  was 
about  to  be  kindled  in  the  Kingdom,  he  thought 
that  he  could  not  better  recommend  himfelf,  than 
by  doing  the  King  fome   Service.       For  which 
purpofc   he   took  his   way  through  Bcurdeaux, 
and  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Marquis  of  Villars  one  of 
his  Father's  Friends,    who   was  then  very  bufy 
in  putting  the  Province  of  Guienne  in  a  State  of 
Defence  •,  he  told  him  what  was  the  Defign  of 
his  Journey,  and  offered  him  his  Services,  which 
were  readily  accepted  by  Villars,  who  informed 
him  of  the  moft  efTential  and  particular  Things 
concerning  the  faid  Province,  that  he  might  re- 
ceive the   neceffary  Orders  from  Court.     From 
Bourdeaux  he  came   to  AngouUme^  where    the 
Marquis  of  Ruffec,  Governor  of  the  City  and 
Country,  informed  him  likewife  of  the  State  of 
his  Government,  and  of  the  Reafons  he  had  had 
for  refuting  to  deliver  the  City  into  the  hands  of 
tht  Duke  of  Alenfon  :  So  continuing  his  Journey 
he  arrived  at  Blois,  where  the  Court  was  then. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  King,  to  whom  he  de- 
livered his   MefTages  frpm    Villars  and  Ruffec. 
His  Majefty  was  much   taken   with   Caumont% 
fine  Perfon  \     he   fent  him  to   the   Queen-Mo- 
ther, who  was   likewife  much  pleafed   with  his 
good  Senfe  and  found   Judgment,  as   much  as 
with  his  Mien,     Inf  the  Evening   the  King  paid 
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3  vifit  to  the  Queen  his  Mother,  as  he  was  ufed  Henry  III. 
to  do  every  day  ;  he  afked  her  whether  fhe  had  1^7- 
feen  Caumont,  and  what  fhe  thought  of  him  ?  goryXIlT" 
She  told  him,  that  fhe  had  ken  and  fpoke  with  \ 
him,  and  that  he  was  a  Man  who  deferved  his 
Confidence  and  Truft.  (It  was  the  policy  of  that 
Princefs,  to  engage  the  King  her  Son  to  have  fe- 
veral  Favourites,  in  order  that  his  Affections 
being  divided  amongft  many,  fhe  might  govern 
him  more  eafily.)  Flis  Majefty  replied,  that 
he  had  had  the  very  fame  Thought,  and  was 
very  glad  of  her  Approbation.  Such  were  the 
Beginnings  of  this  Favourite*s  Fortune,  who  by 
degrees  raifed  himfelf  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
Grandeur  that  a  Subject  can  defire.  The  firft 
Gift  he  received  of  the  King  this  fame  Year  was 
1200  Crowns,  to  make  his  Equipage  for  this 
Campaign.  He  was  declared  Favourite  with 
Joyeufe,  UO,  and  St.  Luc,  at  the  Beginning  of 
1579.  At  the  Ceremony  of  the  Inftitution  of  his 
Order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  walking  in  the  Procef- 
fion  with  the  King,  wearing  Clothes  of  the  fame 
Colour,  and  having  the  fame  Livery  as  his  Ma- 
jefty. In  1580  he  was  made  Governor  of  la  Fere, 
and  created  Duke  of  Efpcmon  and  Peer  of 
France,  at  the  fame  time  as  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe, 
and  with  the  fame  Prerogative.  In  1582  he 
was  made  Governor  of  Metz,  and  of  the  Mef~ 
fine  Country  •,  and  was  alfo  Governor  of  Dau- 
■phine.,  Bologne,  Calais,  Loche,  and  the  Citadel  of 
Lyons,  and  fome  other  Places.  In  1585,  the 
Duke  of  Guife  having  refufed  to  refign  his 
Charge  of  Great  Mafter  of  the  King's  Houfhold, 
his  Majefty  created  a  new  one,  viz.  that  of  Colo- 
nel-General of  the  Infantry  of  France;  which 
Charge  had  been  formerly  always  divided  in  two, 
one  for  beyond  thzAlps,  and  the  other  for  this  fide, 
but  were  now  in  one  in  his  behalf.  The  King 
Q  4  carried 
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Henry  III.  carried  en  this  occafion  his  Fondnefs  for  his  Fa- 
1 577-     vourite  to  the  higheft  degree  of  Extravagancy; 
ForvXIlT^01"  Demg  not  fatisfied  with  the  exorbitant  Power 
that  he  annexed  to    that   Charge,  he  told  him, 
that  he  was  very  forry  that   it  had  not   been   in 
his  power  to    make  his  Charge  more    indepen- 
dent, and  to  annex  unto  it  fome  part  more  con- 
fideraWe  of  the  Royal  Dignity  ;  and  it  is  certain, 
that  when  he  beftowed  upon  him  the  Govern- 
ment of  Metz,  Tout  and  Verdun,  he  would  give 
them  unto  him  in  full  Sovereignty,   without  any 
Redevance  to  the  Crown  ;    but  the  Duke  de- 
clined   it  modeftly.      After  the  Death   of  the 
Duke  of  Joyeufe,  the  King  gratified  him  with  all 
the  Charges  and  Governments  of  the  faidLord, 
and  made  him  Admiral  of  France,   Governor  of 
Flormandy,  of  Caen  and  Havre-de-Grace  -,    and 
his  Coufin  the  Duke  of  Bellegardt,  being  dead 
at  the  fame  time,  he  was  likewife  gratified  with 
the  Governments  of  Xaintonge,  Angoumois^  and 
Country  of  Anlnix.     He  declined   the  Offer  the 
King  made  him  of  one  of  his  Sifters-in-law,  at 
the  fame  time  when  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe  mar 
ried  another.     He  declined   likewife   the  Offer 
made  him  at  the  Court   of  .Navarre,  of  Cathe- 
rine, Sifter  to  the   faid  King,  and  rejected  that 
which  the  Duke   of   Guife  made    of  his  own 
Daughter,  married   afterwards  to  the  Prince  of 
Canty  ;    but  he  married  in    1587,  Margaret  of 
Foix  Countefs  of  Candalk,   Daughter  to  Henry 
de  Foix,  Count  of  Candalle,  killed  at  the  Siege 
of  Sommieres,  in  the  Year  1569  ;    and  of  Mary 
of   Montmorancy,    Daughter    of    the   Conjlable. 
We  mall  have  feveral  occafions  to  fpeak  of  this 
Favourite,  who  died  under  Lewis  III.  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  the  Year    1642,    and  in  the   88th 
Year  of  his  Age.     It  is  faid,  that  he  died  worth 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five' thoufand  Pounds 

Sterling, 
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Sterling,  befides  the  Duchefs  his  Confort's  EC-  Henrylll. 
tates.     He  died  the  moft  ancient  Duke  and  Peer  p\*7£"- 
of  France,  the  moft  ancient  Officer  of  the  Crown,  g0ryxnr. 
the  moft  ancient  General,  the  moft  ancient  Go-  < — -v-^-j 
vernor  of  Provence,  the  moft  ancient  Knight  of 
the  Order,  the  moft  ancient  Counfellor  of  State, 
and  it  may  be  the  moil  ancient  Nobleman  of  the 
Kingdom  (t). 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  he  was  a  very  proud 
Man,  and  an  irreconcileable  Enemy. 

As  to  Francis  Lefpinay  Lord  of  St.  Luc,  we  Of  St. Luc, 
have  little  to  fay  of  him,  he  enjoyed  not  long 
the  Favour  of  his  Mafter  •,  for  we  find  him  ob- 
liged to  run  away  from  Court  a  few  Years  after,  the 
Qccafion  of  his  Flight  is  varioufly  reported  by 
the  Hiftorians  :  D'Aubigne  pretends  that  it  was 
becaufe,  having  difcovered  to  the  Duchefs  of 
Retz  the  Criminal  Conversation  which  the  King 
had  with  his  Minions,  they  both,  and  the^Duke 
of  Joyeufe,  frighten'd  that  Prince  by  the  means 
of  a  Copper-Pipe, which  they  put  through  a  Hole 
in  the  Wall  behind  the  Bed,  making  an  horrid 
Noife  with  it  as  he  was  upon  the  Fact  -,  which 
the  King  taking  for  a  Threatning  from  Heaven 
fell  into  a  deep  Melancholly,  which  endangered 
his  Life  •,  whereupon  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe  re- 
vealed the  Secret,  and  charged  St.  Luke  with  the 
Fact.  But  Girard,  Biographer  of  the  Duke  of 
Efpernon,  denies  that  as  a  thorough  (^alumny, 
and  fays,  that  St.  Luke's  Difgrace  came  from  his 
own  Indifcretion ;  for  having  revealed  to  his 
Lady,  Coufin  to  the  Duke  of  Guife,  that  the 
King  had  made  his  Addrefs  to  a  certain  Lady 
of  the  Court,  with  whom  he  was  in  love,  and 
Lady<S/.Z,«£*  having  told  the  Queen-Mother  of  it, 
{he  rebuked  the  King  her  Son  for  it  j  That  his 
Majefty  being  peplex'd    to  know  who  was  the 

Tale- 

(t)  Girard  Vie  du  Due  d'Efpernon,  Tom.  I.  &  III: 
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HenryTII.  Tale-teller,    St.   Luke    had    charged    Caumonty 

Prte  Gre  W^°  Was  t"ien  m  P^mont  »    Dut  tne  King    be- 
gpryXlli.ing  informed  by  the  Queen-Mother's  ConfeiTion 
L— v— u  that   Lady  5/.  X«^  had    acquainted   her   with 
that  FacT,  he   refolved  to  be  revenged   on  her 
Husband,  as  foon  as  Caumont  mould  be  arrived. 
St.  I^uke  being  forewarned   of  the    Misfortune 
that  hung  over  his  Head,   prevented  it   by  his 
,  Flight,  and  never  came  to   Court  afterwards  : 
So  he  did  nothing   for  his  Advancement  (v). 
Of  D'O.       Francis  Baron  d'O,  was  one  of  King  Henry's 
Favourites,  Matter  of  his  Wardrobe,  rirfl  Gen-* 
tleman   of   his    Chamber,  Governor   of  Caen, 
Lieutenant- General  in  Lower-Norman J)\  and  Su- 
perintendant  of  his  Financas,  wherein  he  ruined 
himfelf,  as  well  as  the  King  and  the  poor  Peo- 
ple, becaufe  of  his  extravagant   Expences.      As 
-     to  his  Morals,  jt  will  be  enough  to  fay,  that  he 
was  Son-in-law  to   Villcquier,    having   married 
Charlotte-Catherine ,   his  Daughter    by   his   firft 
"Wife.     D*0  was  made  Governor   of   Paris  by 
King  Henry  IV.  and  Knight  of  his  Orders  (a). 
Such  were  thofe  who  governed  the  King  in   the 
Years  1 577,  to   the  Year  1580  ;    and   fome  of 
them  to  the  End  of  his  Life. 

The  King  of  Navarre's  Court  was  not  much 
better  governed,  tho'  that  Prince  made  an  out- 
ward ProfefTion  of  the  Reformed  Religion,  he  was 
flill  ftained  with  the  Corruptions  of  the  Louvre. 
Befides  that,  the  Lords  of  his  Court  could  not 
agree  between  themfelves,  nor  with  him,  be- 
caufe Lavardin,  whom  they  knew  to  be  one  of 
the  Queen-Mother's  Spies,  was  very  great  with 
him.     Therefore  La  None  left  his  Court,  and 

Turenne- 

(v)  D'Aubigne,  Tom.  II.  Iiv.  4.  ch.  15.     Girard  Vie  du 
I>ic  dTii'pernon,   Tom.  I.  iiv.  i. 

■:\v)  Add.  aux  Mem.  de  Cafteinau,  Iiv.  vji.  eh.  9.  p.  -  . 
Tjuan.  lib.  f6,  ad  finetn. 
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¥urenne  and  others  ferved  him  with  great  Re-  HenryHI. 
Judtancy  and  Miftruft  (x).  <  *S77^ 

On  the  other  hand  there  was  an  irreconcileable  g0ryXlll. 
Divifion  between  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  u— y^j 
Lord  of  Mirambeau,  on  account  of  Brouage,  as 
above  faid  •,  and  a  fad  Mifunderftanding  between 
the  faid  Prince  and  the  Rochellefe,  about  the 
Nomination  of  a  Mayor,  and  other  Points  con- 
cerning the  Liberties  of  that  City.  In  general, 
the  Affairs  of  the  Reformed  were  in  a  very  bad 
Condition,  that  Body  being  full  of  Divifions, 
Jealoufies  and  Cabals  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  dread  the  King  was  in,  left  his  Brother  mould 
come  to  fome  Agreement  to  his  Prejudice  with 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  with  whom  he  was  ftrictly 
united  after  the  taking  of  la  Charite  and  Iffbire, 
very  likely  he  would  not  have  madeYuch  an  ad- 
vantageous Peace  with  them  as  he  did,  and 
would  have  rather  purfued  his  Victory  •,  but  very 
luckily  for  them,  the  King  took  a  Jealoufy  a- 
gainft  his  Brother,  and  not  without  good  Rea- 
fon,  which  faved  them  from  Deftruction  at  this 
time.  I  defer  to  fpeak  of  the  chief  Perfons  of 
the  Court  of  Navarre  till  the  Year  1581. 

The  ambitious  and  wicked  Projects  of  the 
Guifes  proved  abortive  by  this  late  Edict,  at 
leaft  they  were  retarded  for  a  few  Years,  till 
they  were  revived  by  the  Duke  of  AnjoiCs 
Death,  but  to  the  Confuflon  of  their  Authors. 

Now  the  Kingdom  enjoying  greater  Quiet „.,     \ 
than  it  had  done  fince  the  Year  1572,  the  9th  ^ItuLtl 
National  Synod   of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  fyw. 
France,  was  held  at  67.  Foy  the  Great  in  Perigord^ 
on  the  2d  Day  of  February,  and  ended  the  14th 
of  the  fame  Month.     Peter  Merlin^   formerly 
Chaplain  to  the  late  Admiral,  and  then  to  the  Right 

Honourable 

(x)  Mezeray  Abrege  de  1'Hift.  de  France  Troiiieme 
Part.  Tom.  V,  p.  225,  226. 
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HenryllL  Honourable  Guy  Earl  of  Laval,  and  Minifter  of 

157^-     Vifre,  was  Moderator ;    and  Francii  UOyfeauy 

^oryXIII.  Minifter  of  Naniz,  and  William  de  la  Jaille* 

Minifter  of  Saujon,    were    Secretaries    of   the 

Synod. 

The  rnoft  noble  and  illuftrious  Henry  de  la 
'Tour,  (afterwards  Duke  of  Bouillon,  and  Marfhal 
of  France)  Vifcount  of  Titrenne,  Baron  of  Mon- 
tague,8cc,  &c.  amfted  in  that  AfTembiy  in  the 
Name  of  the  King  of  Navarre.  There  fate  alfo 
in  this  Synod  the  Judges,  Magistrates -and  Con- 
fute cf  the  faid  City  of  67.  Foy. 

A  Publick  Fact  was  ordered  to  be  kept  by  all 
the  Reformed  Churches  in  the  Kingdom,  on  the 
25th  of  March  next.  Several  Cafes  of  Con 
fcience  were  decided,  as  about  marrying  the 
Aunt  of  a  cleceafed  Wife,  about  Temporalities 
of  Benefices,  about  Modes  and  Fafhions  of  Dref- 
fing  j  and  it  was  declared,  that  a  Minifter  can- 
not together  with  his  Miniftry  pradtife  Phyfkk. 

Upon  Perufal  of  the  Memoirs  and  Inftructions 
produced  in  a  late  Afiemhly  of  many  Divines,. 
rrom  fundry  Parts  of  the  Protectant  States  of 
Europe,  who  met  at  Francfort,  being  invited 
tjiither  by  John  Cafimir  Prince- Palatine  and 
Duke  of  Bavaria  \  wherein  feveral  ways  and 
means  were  propofed  for  uniting  together  all  the 
Reformed  and  Protectant  Churches  of  Chriften- 
dom,  and  for  compoilng  the  Differences  amongft 
them  fomented  by  their  common  Enemy,  and 
for  hindering  feme  hot-headed  bigotted  Divines 
from'  condemning  and  anathematizing  the 
Churches  that  differed  from  them  in  fome  Points,, 
not  material,  as  they  threatned  to  do  :  Now 
that  fuch  imprudent  and  v/icked  Defigns  might 
be  obviated  and  prevented,  they  did,  after  ma- 
ture Deliberation,  unanimoufiy  refolve  and  agree 
to  draw  up  a  Petition  unto  the  Princes  of  the 
1  Empire, 
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■Empire,  adhering  to  the  Conftffion  of  Augjlourg.  HenryllL 
Moreover  they  had  given  a  ftricl  Charge  to  draw  p^7q. 
up  an  uniform  Confeffion  of  Faith,  to  be  taken  goryXHL 
and  accounted  as  the  general  and  common  Con- 
feffion of  all  Proteftants  and  Reformed  ;   and  to 
fend  feveral  Copies  of  it   unto   all  thofe  King- 
doms and  States  wherein  thofe  Churches  were  fi- 
tuated,  to  be  examined  and  approved  by  them. 
And  they  had  alfo  agreed  upon  the   time  when, 
and    the    place  where,  the   Deputies   of    thofe 
Kingdoms  and  States  might  be  afTembled  •,  and 
efpecially  they  had  invited  the  Churches  of  thefe 
Kingdoms  to  fend  thither  feme  prudent,  fkilful, 
and   experienced  Perfons,  well  approved  of  for 
their  Piety  and  Integrity,  and  impowered  by  all 
the  Churches  with  full  Authority  to  treat,  agree, 
and   decide   all   Points   of  Doctrine,  and  other 
Matters  concerning  the  Union,  Peace,   and  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  pure  Wor- 
mip  of  God. 

This  prefent  National  Synod,  bleffing  God 
for  fo  good  a  Motion,  and  applauding  the  Care, 
Diligence,  and  good  Counfel  of  the  worthy 
Deputies  in  the  fore- mentioned  AfTemblies,  and 
approving  the  ways  and  means  propounded  and. 
pfefcribed  by  them,  doth  now  order,  that  if 
the  Copy  of  the  faid  Confeffion  be  fent  timely 
unto  us,  it  mail  be  examined  in  each  of  our  pro- 
vincial Synods,  or  in  fome  other  Place  and  Man- 
ner, as  will  beft  fuit  with  the  Conveniences  of 
our  refpective  Provinces  ;  and  in  the  mean 
while  four  Minifters  well  vers'd  in  all  Ecciefi- 
aftical  Matters,  are  appointed  as  a  Committee  to 
examine  that  Affair,  viz.  Meffieurs  Anthony  De 
Chandieu,  and  John  DeLeftre,  Minifters  of  Paris, 
Peter  Merlin,  Minifter  of  Vitre,  and  Gabert, 
late  Minifter  of  the  French  Church  at  Francfort ; 
and  they  are  ftrictly  charged  and  commanded  to 

meet 
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Henrylll.  meet  at  the  Day  and  Place  appointed,  with  their 
pl^7Q  Letters  of  Deputation,  and  with  a  mod  full  and 
goryXIII.  ample  Commiflion  from  all  the  Minifters  and 
Elders  deputed  by  the  Provinces  of  the  King- 
dom, and  there  would  accompany  them  the  moft 
illuftrious  Lord  Vifcount  of  Turenne,  that  fo 
they  may  proceed  to  the  Difpatch  of  Bufinefs 
fet  before  them. 

But  in  cafe  the  Provinces  mould  neither  have 
Opportunity  nor  Conveniency  to  examine  the 
faid  Confeflion  in  their  refpective  Synods,  it  is 
left  unto  their  Prudence  and  foundert  Judgment 
to  agree  and  come  to  a  Conclufion  about  all  thofe 
Matters  which  (hall  be  debated  by  them,  whe- 
ther they  be  Points  of  Doctrine,  or  any  other 
Articles  relating  to  the  Peace,  Union,  and  Hap- 
pinefs  of  all  the  Churches. 

However  that  Refolution  and  their  Endea- 
vours came  to  nothing ;  and  tho'  the  fame  thing 
has  been  attempted  feveral  times  fince,  it  hath 
never  met  with  the  defired  Succefs,  through  the 
proud  Stiffnefs  of  fome  Divines,  who  could 
never  be  brought  to  yield  a  Tittle  towards  fo  ne- 
ceflary  an  Union. 

The  fame  CommifTaries  deputed,  as  abovefaid, 
unto  the  faid  Conference  in  Germany,  were  or- 
dered to  perufe  Mr.  de  Cbandicifs  Treatife,  en- 
tituled,  La  Confirmation  de  la  Difcipline  des 
Eglifes  Franfoifes,  and  to  approve  it  by  fubfcrib- 
ing  to  it  with  their  own  Hands,  and  to  haften 
as  much  as  poflible  the  Publication  of  it,  with  an 
Epiftle  Dedicatory  To  the  Church  of  God. 

Mr.  Efnard  having  given  an  account  to  this 
AfTembly  of  whatever  had  been  tranfacled  in  the 
Synodical  AfTembly,  held  at  Francfort  in  Sep- 
tember, 1577  »  where  he  had  been  deputed  by 
feveral  Churches  of  France,  according  to  his 
Commiflion  and   Inftructions,  bearing  Date  of 

the 
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the  ....  of  June,  1577.   the  prefent  Synod  HenryllX 
were  very  well  pleafed  with  his  whole  Negocia-     '57^- 
tion,  and  approved  of  his  whole  Conduct  during  o-o^yxill" 
the  time  of  his  (aid  Deputation,  and   they  ho-  & 
nourably   difcharged   him    of    the    faid    Com- 
miiTion. 

Another  Affair  of  very  great  moment  came 
under  the  Confideration  of  this  Synod.  The 
Prince  of  Condi  having  accepted  the  Edict  of 
Peace  with  great  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  as  a- 
bove  faid,  it  happened  that  fome  of  his  Ships 
made  a  Prize,  which  was  brought  into  Rochelle  -, 
whereupon  the  Rocbelkfe  taking  this  for  an  In- 
fraction of  the  late  Treaty,  made  proper  Kemon- 
ftrances  to  his  Highnefs  upon  that  Subject,  de- 
firng  him  not  to  countenance  fuch  things,  but 
the  Prince  infilled  on  it-,  then  the  Confiftory  took 
cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  the  Prince  per- 
illing in  his  firft  Refolution,  they  went  fo  far 
as  to  fufpend  him  from  the  Communion,  which 
Order  they  notify'd  unto  him  by  fome  Deputies 
of  their  Body.  But  the  Prince,  unwilling  to  fub- 
mit,  appealed  from  their  Sentence  to  the  next  Na- 
tional Synod,  telling  them*  "That  the  faid  Prize 
was  taken  before  the  forty  Days,  allowed  by  the 
Editl  for  the  publifhing  of  it  every  where,  were 
expired  •,  and  that  it  had  been  made  upon  the 
/worn  Enemies  of  the  King  0/ Navarre,  and 
cf  himfelf  too  :  That  it  being  a  mere  civil  State* 
Matter,  the  Confiftory  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  Whereupon  he  was  anfwered,  That  the 
whole  Ckurcfi  and  City  of  Rochelle  were 
greatly  offended  thereat,  becaufe  they  would  be  ac- 
counted Infractors  of  the  publick  Peace  -,  and  that 
they  were  commonly  charged  and  reproached  for 
fuch  Prizes,  as  Harbourers  and  Concealers  cf 
Pirates ;  that  for  their  part  they  could  forefee 
nothing  elfe9  but  that  God's  Vengeance  would  light 

down 
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licnxy 111. down  upon  they?;  if  they  did  not  oppofe  fuch  un- 
■  J  5 78-  lawful  Practices i  proceeding  from  certain  Perfons, 
voryXUl.w^°  walicioufly  abufed  the  Name  and  Authority  of 
his  Highnefs.  Therefore  they  could  do  no  lefs  in 
Duty  and  Confcience.  (confidcring  the  Office  they 
held  in  the  Church)  than  to  endeavour  by  all 
■proper  means  to  extinguiff?  the  Fire  of  fuch  a 
blazing  Scandal  5  and  they  moji  humbly  befought 
his  Excellency  the  Prince  to  receive  kindly  this 
their  Admonition,  as  proceeding  not  out  of  any  ill 
Will,  or  bad  Defign  againft  him  ;  and  that  he 
would  be  pl'afed  to  exert  his  Authority^  fo  that 
the  Peace  (worn  by  himfelf,  might  be  kept  and 
cbferved. 

Now  the  Synod  having  maturely  considered 
the  whole  Affair,  owned  and  approved  of  the 
Zeal  and  good  Affection  of  the  Church  and 
Confiftory  "of  Rochelle,  in  opposing  themfelves 
againft  fcandalous  Sins,  and  declared  that  in 
this  refpect  they  had  not  exceeded  their  Duty, 
and  that  they  were  authorized  for  doing  fo  by 
the  Word  of  God,  which  ought  to  be  the  Rule 
of  all  our  Actions,  and  which  curfed  all  thofe 
that  gave  fcandal  to  the  moft  inconsiderable  of 
all  Men  ;  to  which  divine  Word  all  of  us  muft 
yield  Obedience,  in  order  to  have. Communion 
with  cur  Lord  Jefus.  However  they  added, 
that  they  could  have  wifhed  that  the  laid  Con- 
Jiftory  had  not  been  in  fuch  hafte,  and  had  de- 
ferred their  Judgment  in  an  Affair  of  that  Im- 
portance, for  avoiding  all  Sufpicion  of  Animo- 
fities  on  both  fides.  And  they  befought  his 
Excellency  the  Prince  not  to  mifconftrue  the  faid 
Remonftrances  which  they  judged  but  juft  and 
needful,  grounded  upon  the  Word  of  God  ; 
therefore  they  delired  him  to  be  pleafed  to  re- 
move the  Occafion  of  the  laid  Scandal,  and  to 
take  in  good  part  the  Admonitions  of  the  Church, 

and 
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and  be  reconciled  to  it  ;   and  they  named  Mef-  Henry  III- 
fieurs  Merlin,  Bouquet,  de  labour,  and  St.  Mar-  p  'ST^- 
tin,  as   their  Deputies,   to  acquaint   the   Prince  g0ryXI II. 
v/ith  this  their  Requeft,  as  well  as  the  faid  Con-  *— «v-"— » 
fiftory,    and  to   let  him  know  that  they  had  no 
other  view  but  the  perfect  Union  of  their  Mem- 
bers, to  ferve  God  in  Holinefs  and  Righteoufnefs 
not  giving  any  offence   to  thofe  that  are  within 
or  without ;  which  done,  they  took  off  the  Suf- 
penfion,  and  declared  the  faid  Prince  to  be  re- 
itored  to  the  Communion  of  the  Lord's  Table. 

They  made  Tome  other  Regulations,  and  put 
an  end  to  their  SeiTions  on  the  14th  of  February, 
as  abovefaidj(_y). 

Great  Difficulties  arofe  every  where  in  the  Exe-    CXIL 
cution  of  the  late  Edict  •,  it  had  been  publiihed  mGreatDif- 
Daupbine  andLanguedoc,  in  the  laft  Month  rfOcJ%£g"'* 
tober -,    but  the  Animosities  of  the  Parties  were  tion'of  tkt 
greater  one  againft  another  in  thefe  Provinces,  Edit!. 
than   any  where  elfe.     Several  Meflages  parted 
for  the  two  or  three  laft  Months  of   1577,    be- 
tween DesGordes  Deputy-Governor  of  Dauphine, 
and  Les  Diguieres  Chief  of  the  Reformed  in  that 
Province,  to  find  ways  and  means  of  removing 
thefe  Jealousies  and  Animoiities.     At  laft,  by  the 
Interpofition    of  Marfhal  de  Bellegarde,  they  a- 
greed  to  meet  together  at  k  Buys,  to  confuk  a- 
bout  the  means  of  putting  the  faid  Edict  in  exe- 
cution. 

That  MarShai  had  contracted  a  Strict  Union 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  Supported  him  with 
all  his  Might  in  his  Government  of  Saluces. 
That  Prince  had  engaged  him  to  attempt  things 
of  a  much  higher  Nature,  than  whatever  he  had 
done  before  ;  they  had  agreed  together,  that  he 
ihould  demand  the  CommiSIion  for  executing  the 

V.III.  Part II.  R  Edict 

{y)  Qyick's  Synodicon,  Tom.  I.  pag.  116 — 125.  Ay- 
jnon  Synodes  Nationaux,  Tom.  I.  p.  126 — 137. 
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Henryfll.  Edict  in  the  Provinces  of  Provence,  Dauphiney 
»'?7A"  and  Lyonnois,  which  could  not  be  denied  to  his 
gory  XI II.  Quality  of  Marihal  of  France  ;  upon  which  pre- 
» tence  he  mould  fill  up  the  ftrong  Places*  which 
the  Reformed  would  deliver  up  into  his  hands, 
(according  to  the  Editl)  with  Garifons  and  Com- 
manders at  his  own  Devotion  •,  and  by  thefe 
means  he  would  reduce  under  his  Power  thofe 
Provinces  bordering  upon  the  Frontiers  of  Italy 
and  the  Spanijh  Dominions.  The  Marihal  forefaw 
no  great  Difficulty  in  the  Execution  -of  that 
Scheme,  efpecially  if  the  Reformed  would  coun- 
tenance it,  or  at  leafr  not  oppofe  it  \  and  he 
thought,  that  he  mould  eaflly  win  them  to  his 
Intereft.  With  this  Confidence  he  began  to 
treat  with  Les  Diguieres,  and  let  him  know,  that 
he  had  received  the  King's  Commiffion  for 
caufing  the  Edict  to  be  executed  in  the  above  - 
faid  Provinces ;  but  that  he  had  been  unwilling 
to  undertake  any  thing,  without  firft  knowing 
of  him  whether  the  Reformed  would  fubmit  to 
the  faid  Edict,  and  reftore  the  Towns  and  For- 
trefTes  to  the  King,  becaufe  if  he  knew  any  thing 
to  the  contrary,  he  chofe  rather  to  deliver  up 
his  Commiflion  to  another,  than  be  expofed  to 
the  fhame  of  being  refufed. 

Les  Diguieres  being  fenfible  that  the  Friendmip 
of  the  Marftial  could  be  but  ufeful  to  him  and 
.his  Party,  but  thinking  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
open  as  yet  his  mind  with  him,  anfwered  am- 
biguoufly,  and  told  Anfehne  the  Marfhal's  Con- 
fident, and  le  Molar  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  that  if  thofe  who  had  the  King's  Con- 
fidence would  deal  fincerely  with  him,  no  doubt 
but  the  Reformed  would  execute  faithfully  every 
Article  of  the  late  Edict;  but  otherwife  they 
would  not  reftore  the  faid  Places,  till  they  had 
provided    for  their  own  Safety,  if  they  could 
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perceive    any   Infincerity    m    thofe   who  wereHenrylll. 
charged  with  the  Execution  of  the  Edict:  There-  p  l$7p 
fore  it  was  his  own  Bufrnefs  to  fee  what  were  «0ryXIlf" 
his  Majefty*s  and  his  Miniiter's  Intentions,  before 
he  fhould  undertake  to  execute  hisCommhTion  •, 
for  the  reft,  that  he  and  the  Reformed  would 
be  always  very  glad  to  keep  a  good  Correfpon- 
dence  with  a  Perfon  of  his  Quality  and  fo  much 
deferving,  even  tho'  to  provide  for   their  own 
Safety  they  mould  be  obliged  not  to  fubrnit  to 
all  the  Articles  of  the  faid  Edict  (z). 

Bellegarde  feeing  by  this  Anfwer,  thatLw  Di- 
guieres did  not  care  to  open  himfelf  as  far  as  ha 
had  expected,  he  delayed  his  Defign  till  a  better 
Opportunity  ;  and  went  to  Villeneuve  d' Avignon, 
without  coming  to  the  Place  appointed  for  the 
Conference,  mentioned  above. 

At  this  fame  time  John  of  Montluc,  Bifhop  of 
Valence  in  Dauphin  e,  received  Commiffion  to  re- 
pair to  Languedoc  to  execute  the  Edict :  Accor- 
dingly he  fet  out  from  Valence  on  the  1 4th  of 
February,  and  came  to  Ufex,  where  he  found 
the  Reformed  in  a  great  Uproar,  on  account  of 
the  Borough  of  St.  Anaftafe  feized  of  late  by  the 
Catholicks,  but  by  his  great  Moderation  he 
found  means  of  appearing  them  ;  and  a  Copy 
of  his  Speech,  made  on  that  occafion,  was  fent 
by  a  Notary  to  Nimes  and  Montpellier. 

At  kit,  after  the  Return  of  Mariet  Daverano, 

deputed  by  the  States  of  Languedoc  to  Court, 

R  2  who 

(£.)  Thuan.  lib.  66.  Bat  the  Biographer  of  the  Conftable 
<k  Les  Diguieres  differs  a  little  from  Thuanus,  elpecially  he 
©bferves,  that  King  Philip  had  the  chief  hand  in  this 
Tranfattion  of  Bellegarde  by  the  means  of  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who  was  entirely  in  the  Interell  of  Spain  ;  and  this 
Philip  did  it  out  of  fpite  and  revenge,  becaufe  of  the 
Queen  Mother's  Pretentions  upon  Portugal,  after  King  Se- 
bastian's Death.  Vidal  Hift  du  Connet.  Les  Diguieres,- 
liv.  2.    ch    !. 
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Henrylll.  who  affured  them  of  the  King's  Good-will  and 
*578'     Intention  to  maintain    his  Edict,  it  was   agreed 

eorvXIII  unammoufly  between  the  Catholicks  and  the 
Reformed  on  the  5th  of  April,  to  keep  and  ob- 
ferve  religioufly  the  fame  •,  to  affift  mutually  one 
another  for  oppofing  thofe  who  would  not  fub- 
mit,  or  who  mould  difturb  for  the  future  the 
publick  Peace,  and  bring  them  to  a  condign 
Punifhment,  &c.  Which  Agreement  was  fworn 
to  and  fubfcribed  by  the  Deputies  of  the  States 
there  prefent 

In  the  mean  while,  the  time  appointed  for  the 
Conference  of  le  Buys  being  near  an  end,  des 
Gordes,  Deputy-Governor  of  Dauphine,  fet  out 
for  that  Place  ;  but  being  feized  with  a  violent 
Sicknefs  at  Montelimar,  he  died  there  a  few  Days 
after  ;  and  was  fucceeded  by  Lawrence  Father 
to  Francis  de  Maugiron,  who  was  in  great  fa- 
vour with  the  King,  and  who  readily  obtained 
that  Place  for  his  Father.  He  was  no  fooner 
named  than  he  was  obliged  to  fet  out  for  his 
Government,  with  James  Faye,  Lord  d'Efpeffe, 
joined  with  him  for  compounding  the  Matters 
in  Dauphine. 

The  Conferences  were  opened  at  le  Buys, 
where  after  feveral  Debates,  Maugiron  being  wil- 
ling to  blot  out  of  People's  Minds  the  Prejudices 
which  his  former  Conduct  in  Francis  II.  and 
Charles  IXth's  Reigns  had  raifed  againft  him, 
agreed  with  Les  Diguieres,  that  the  Reformed 
might  keep  the  ftrong  Places  that  were  then  in 
their  hands,  till  all  the  Articles  of  the  late  E- 
dicl  mould  be  performed  ;  and  that  the  King 
would  pay  two  thoufand  Crowns  a  Month  for 
maintaining  their  Garifons. 

This  Agreement  was  no  fooner  known  at 
Court  by  his  own  Letters,  but  the  Queen- Mo- 
ther, who  was  upon  her  Departure  for  Guienney 

was 
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was  very  angry  at  it  *,    and  made  very   heavy  HenryllL 
Complaints  of  it    to   the   King,  as    of  athing'57^ 
which  would  be   of  vaft  prejudice   to  what  me00rVxni. 
was  going  to  undertake  in  Guienne.     , 

Every  one  thought  that  Maugiron  would  be 
utterly  undone,  if  his  Son's  Favour  with  the 
King  did  not  fhelter  him  againft  his  Majefty's 
juft  Indignation  ;  and  nothing  but  the  faid  Fa- 
vour was  able  to  fave  him,  which  however  hin- 
dered not  his  Majefty  from  upbraiding  him  fe- 
verely  by  his  Letters,  for  what  he  had  done  ; 
and  indeed  it  was  to  be  feared,  left  other  Pro- 
vinces fhould  follow  the  Example  of  Dauphincy 
and  require  the  fame  Terms,  whereby  there 
would  be  no  end  of  the  Troubles. 

At  laft,  being  advifed  by  his  Son  to  do  the 
King  fome  fervice,  whereby  the  Odium  of  his 
late  Tranfaction  Ihould  be  blotted  out,  and  the 
Queen's  Hatred  againft  him  mollified  ;  he  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  the  Bauphinefe  to  treat 
with  the  King  feparately  from  other  Provinces, 
whereby  they  would  obtain  much  better  Terms  ; 
but  they  excufed  themfelves,  and  faid,  that  they 
could  not  treat  without  the  King  of  Navarre's 
Confent,  nor  feparate  their  Caufe  from  that  of 
the  Reformed  Churches  of  the  Kingdom.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  either  by  Authority  or  Favour,  he 
obtained,  that  they  would  fet  down  in  Writing 
the  Articles  which  they  required,  which  hav- 
ing been  fhewn  firft  unto  him,  they  would 
fend  them  to  the  King  of  Navarre  by  a  Deputy 
of  their  own,  who  mould  know  of*  him  whe- 
ther he  approved  of  thefe  Terms,  and  would 
confent  that  they  mould  treat  with  the  King  fe- 
parately ;  that  if  he  was  fo  pleafed,  then  they 
would  treat  with  his  Majefty. 

Accordingly   Calignon   was  deputed    to    the 

King  of  Navarre?  then  at  Nerac  \  and  his  Ma- 

R  3  jefty, 
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Kenrylll.  jefty,  who  knew  very  well  the  Probity  of  this 
1 5 78.     Deputy,  and  Les  Diguiere?  who  had  fent  him, 

coryXIIl"  confented  that  he  mould  treat  about  that  Af- 
fair with  the  Queen-Mother,  who  was  then  jlift 
arrived,  at  Nerac.  For  that  Prince  judged 
rightly,  that  his  Mother-in-law,  in  order  to  fe- 
paiate  the Daupbinefe's  Caufe  from  his  own, would, 
readily  grant  them  better  Terms  than  otherwife  \ 
which  would  make  a  Precedent  for  other  Pro- 
vinces, to  require  the  fame  things.  And  if  Che 
denied  the  Dauphinefe,  they  could  lofe  nothing  by 
that  Denial,  fince  they  would  be  always  at  liberty 
to  join  their  Caufe  with  that  of  other  Provinces. 
It  happened  juft  as  that  wife  Prince  had  fore- 
feen,  for  the  Queen  granted  feveral  things  to 
Calignon,  whereof  the  Deputies  of  other  Pro- 
vinces made  ufe,  and  required  the  fame  things 
for  themfelves ;  and  as  to  other  things,  which 
the  Deputy  of  Dauphine  declared  he  could 
not  agree  to,  the  Queen  directed  him  to  the 
King,  with  Promife  that  he  fhould  receive  Sa- 
tisfaction. 

Therefore  Calfanon  having  obtained  leave  of 
the  King  of  Navarre,  fet  out  for  Court,  with 
Letters  of  Recommendation  from  the  Queen- 
Mother.  He  was  very  kindly  received  by  the 
King,  and  obtained  fuch  Terms  of  his  Majefty 
that  he  himfelf  queftioned  not  but  his  Country- 
men would  be  fatisrled  with  them.  Nevertheless, 
when  the  King  infilled  with  him  to  certify  under 
his  hand,  that  the  Reformed  of  Dauphine  would 
be  Satisfied  with  theie  terms,  he  declined  to  do 
it,  faying,  that  he  had  no  Init.ruct.ions  to  pro- 
mife any  fuch  things  •,  but  that  he  would  gi'  e  a 
faithful  Account  of  whatever  his  Majefty  '"■  ould 
be  pleafed  to  command  him,  and  of  whatever 
he  had  heard  in  his  Council,  and  do  his  bell 
Endeavours  to  engage  his  own  Countrymen  to 

acgeofc 
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accept  of  the  Conditions  his  Majefty  tendered  toHenrylll- 
them,  which  he  deemed   himfelf  very  reafon-  „  l57*' 

,  ,     '  J  Pope  Gre~ 

able-  .  .  goryXIII. 

But  being  returned  to  his  Country,  he  was  v 
much  furprized  to  find  People's  Minds  difpofed 
quite  otherwife  than  he  expected  ;  for  they 
thought  that  they  could  not  be  in  fafety,  did 
they  lay  down  their  Arms  and  reftore  the  Pla- 
ces, wherein  they  kept  Garifons.  And  tho' 
they  were  willing  to  obferve  the  Edict,  never- 
thelefs  they  defired  to  have  the  King  intreated 
to  make  fome  further  Proviiion  for  their  own 
Safety  •,  being  afraid  left  they  mould  be  expofed 
to  the  mercilefs  Revenge  and  Fury  of  the  Ca- 
tholicks,  as  foon  as  they  mould  have  laid  down 
their  Arms. 

And  indeed  all  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Pro- 
vince were  then  in  Arms,  and  in  a  furious  Dif- 
pohtion  to  revenge  one  ^upon  another  the  Out- 
rages they  had  received  during  the  late  Trou- 
bles ;  and  wanted  lefs  of  Courage  than  a  Chief, 
to  execute  their  Defigns. 

There  was  at  this  time  one  Captain  la  Prader 
who  kept  Ghateandoubh  in  D':ois,  a  violent  and 
rapacious  Man ;  who,  with  his  Men,  never 
hearkening  to  what  his  Commanders  could  fay, 
fcorned  to  obey  their  Orders,  raifing  Taxes  at 
his  own  Will,  and  never  forbearing  from  Incur- 
iions  tho'  Truces  had  been  agreed  between  both 
Parties  •,  in  a  word,  a  cruel  and  perfect  Robber  -y 
that  Man  had  drawn  upon  the  Reformed,  to 
whom  he  adhered,  the  Hatred  of  the  whole 
Country.  Therefore  Maugiron  perfwaded  them 
and  the  Catholicks  to  join  their  Forces  together 
to  expel  fuch  a  Rogue  out  of  the  Province,  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  attack  him  at  Chateaudouhle  ~% 
which  done,  la  Prade,  who  till  now  had  been  fix 
R  4  proud^ 
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HenrylTI.  proud  and  infolent  thro'  Impunity,  furrendered 
_'^?-     himfelf  bafely,  and  was  punifhed  according  to 

Pope  L»re-  •  •  ■  tx  /»   "  & 

EoryXIILnis  Deferts. 

1  Now  Maugiron  affecting  to  be  more  popular 
than  ufual  to  the  Catholicks,  became  more  and 
more  fufpected  by  the  Reformed*  with  whom  he 
had  dealt  at  firft  very  civilly  and  kindly  ;  for 
the  wifer  fort  amongft  them  thought  that  it  did 
not  behove  him,  the  Matters  being  not  as  yet 
fettled,  to  mew  himfelf  more  inclining  for  one 
Party  than  for  another,  if  he  had  not  fome  fecrefc 
Defign  in  his  Head. 

At  the  Court  of  Navarre,  the  King  feverely 
punifhed  fome,  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
by  their  Plunders  and  Robberies ;,  and  having 
withdrawn  the  Garrifons  from  feveral  Places,  at 
the  coming  of  Biron  into  Guknne,  who  had 
been  fent  before  by  the  Queen-Mother,  his 
Majefty  was  fenfible  but  too  late  of  his  Error, 
having  loft  by  that  means  feveral  valiant  Men, 
who  took  party  elfewhere  •,  and  Biron  put  ftrong 
Garifons  into  the  fame  Places,  from  whence  he 
had  taken  out  his  own;  becaufe  the  Reformed 
being  in  much  greater  Number  in  thofe  Places 
than  the  Catholicks,  he  thought  that  they  had 
no  want  of  Garifons,  being  able  to  defend  them- 
felves :  which  Deed  of  Birsn  was  quite  contrary 
to  an  Article  of  the  late  Edict,  whereby  it  was 
exprefly  faid,  That  no  Garifon  mould  be  put  in 
thofe  Places,  where  there  was  none  in  Henry  lid's 
Times. 

Therefore  the  King  of  Navarre  thou; 
per  to  be  more  cautious  for  the  luture  as 

more  indulgent  for  thofe  of  his  ow  *nd 

•upon  feveral  pretences  he   retaiuo  Places 

where  he  had  Garifons  (a). 

At 

(a)  Thuanus,  lib, 
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At  this  time  began  the  Conferences  at  Nerac,  Henrylir. 
between  the  King's  Deputies,  which  the  Queen-     '578- 
Mother  had  brought  along  with  her,  and  thofe  goryXIIl" 
of  the  Reformed  Churches  ;  which  lafted  all  the  ^,-^^j 
Winter  of  1578,  and  ended  the  laft  Day  of  Fe-   CXI11- 
bruary,  1579  ;    but  before  we  come  to  the  Con-  c°"{eJe^ 
clufion  of  thefe   Conferences,  it  will   be  proper  racbeoun. 
to  relate  fome  remarkable  Events  of  this  Year. 

While  the  Queen-Mother  was  in  the  South  CXIV. 
of  France^  the  King,  giving  too  much  Credit  J!*D.u{e 
to  his  Favourites  Reports,  had  a  mind  to  arreft  £.0,/^ "Vr 
his  Brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou  •,  and  Efpernon's  cape. 
Biographer  fays  pofitively,  that  he  was  put  un- 
der Arreft,  and  that  upon  the  third  or  fourth 
Day  he  found  means  to  make  his  Efcape  :  but 
I  chufe  to  follow  Thuanus's  Relation,  who  tells 
us,  that  the  King,  indulging  too  far  the  Affec- 
tions of  private  Perfons,  eftranged  himfelf  from 
his  Brother,  whom  he  thought  to  plot  fomething 
againfl:  his  Authority,  and  began  to  dread  him  ; 
and  by  his  Behaviour  towards  him,  he  made  him 
to  fufpect  that  he  intended  to  put  him  under  Ar- 
reft :  Whereupon  the  Duke  having  imparted  his 
Fears  to  his  Favourites,  they  were  far  from  en- 
deavouring to  appeafe  him  •,  contrarywife,  they 
magnified  the  Danger  he  was  in  fo  much,  that 
he  refolved  to  make  his  Efcape,  which  he  exe- 
cuted one  Evening  after  having  fupp'd  with  the 
King  his  Brother,  and  had  had  with  him  fe- 
veral  familiar  Difcourfes.  When  the  King  heard 
of  this,  he  was  in  amaze !  He  caufed  the  Gates 
of  the  City  to  be  fhut  up,  for  fear  of  the  worft, 
and  ordered  the  Chief  Counfellors  of  his  Brother 
to  be  feized,  and  fent  to  the  Baftile ;  amongft 
whom  was  Claudius  de  la  Chtitre^  Governor  of 
Berry.  But  he  was  releafed  as  foon  as  the  faid 
Duke  had  written  to  the  King  from  Alencon, 
excufing  his  fudden  Departure,  and  promifmg  to 

be 
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JHenryIII.be  faithful  to  his  Majefty's  Service,  befeeching 

f57^-    that  his  Servants  mould  be  fet  at  liberty  (b). 
fforyXIII      ^e  Queen-Mother  brought  along  with   her 
c— 1^— *j  her  Daughter  Margaret,  the  King  of  Navarre's 
CXV.     Confort,  who  had  remained  at  Court  fince  her 
<&**       Husband's  Efcape.     Her  Mother  took  care  that 
reis^Re-    me  ^ould  meet  with  a  Royal  Reception  at  Bour- 
ception  at  deaux ;  thinking,  that  by  that  means  me  would 
Bour-       be  received    more  kindly  by  her    Son-in-law, 
who  was  Governor  of  Guienne,  becaufe  he  had 
been  formerly  denied  Admittance  into  that  Ca- 
pital of  his  own  Government  (c). 
CXVI.        Now  the  King,    having   received  the  Satif- 
jDuel     faction  above-mentioned  of  his  Brother  d'Anjou, 
^t-ve  n  /iWas  linking  t0  return  to  his  old  way  of  living  ; 
Xing^s      when  a  new  unforefeen  Accident  happen'd, which 
Minions.    afFecled  him  more  than  any  thing  elfe,  viz.  the 
Death  of  fome  of  his  Darlings,  that  were  killed 
either  on  the  fpot  in  a  Duel,  or  who  died  of  the 
Wounds  they   had  received.     James  Levi    de 
§hie!us,  his  deareft  Minion,  had  a  quarrel  with 
Cbarks  de  Balfac  de  Dunes,  Brother  to  Francis 
d* Entragv.es  ;  the    occafion  whereof  *  is   not  well 
known.     The  firft  challenged  this,  and  having 
appointed  the  time  and  the  place,  they  both  came; 
^hielus  attended    by  Livarot  and  Maugiron  the 
younger,  and  de  Dunes  by  Ribeyrac  and  George 
Schomberg.     They  all  fought  defperately  one  a- 
gainft   another,   Maugiron  was  killed   upon  the 
ipot  by  Rilsyrac,  Schomberg  was  thraft  through 
and   through   by  Livarot,   and   this   was  dan- 
geroufly  wounded  in  the  Head  by  his  Adver- 
fary.     "Quelus  and  Ribeyrac  were  mortally  wound- 
ed •,  Ribeyrac  died  in  Guife's  Houfe,  and  Quelns 
who  had    his  Lungs  thrult  through,  languimed 
for  fome  Weeks.     The  King's  Affliction  cannot- 
be  expreffed  :  He  attended  him  conftantly  at  his 

Bed- 
{b)  Id.  ibid        [c)  Id.  ibid. 
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Bed-fide,  was  prefent   every  time  that  he  was  HenryUI. 
dreft,  and   adminiftred   unto  him   every   thing    *  57*^ 
that  he  was  to  take  ;  but  all  his  Cares  and  large  goryXIJI 
Promifes,    even     of    two    hundred    thoufand  <—-v— "■* 
Crowns  to  the  Surgeons,  availed  nothing,  dear. 
Quelus   died.      His  Grief  went   beyond   all 
bounds  :  He  would  have  him  lie  in  State,  which 
Honour  was  then  paid  only   to  Perfons   of  the 
firft  Rank,  and  ordered  him  to  be  buried  with 
a  folemn   Funeral  Pomp,  the  whole   Court  at- 
tending at  St.  Paul's  Church  with  Maugiron.     It 
is  obferved,  that  after  Quelus's  Death,  the  King 
did  things  very  unbecoming  to  his  Majefty  ;  for 
he  embraced  him  a   long  while,    and  then  he 
took  off  his  Ears  the  Rings  which  he  had  put  on 
himfelf  the  Day   before  he  was  wounded.,  and 
cut  ofFfome  of  his  Hairs, which  he  kept  precioufly 
as  a  Relick.    St.  Megrin  having  been  killed  a  little 
after   by   the  Duke  of  Mayenne's  Orders,  for 
fome  Indifcretion  of  his,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
buried   in  the  fame  Vault  with  Maugiron  and 
Quelus,   and  erected  three    Statues    of  Marble 
upon  their  Tomb,  which  made  the  People  very 
uneafy,    feeing   their   King   fo    far  forgetful  of 
his  Dignity  ;  and  thofe  Statues  were  afterwards, 
in  the  great  Rebellion,  pulled  out  of  the  Church, 
they  had  their  Nofes  and  Ears  cut  off,  and  were 
dragged  in  the  Mud  through  the  Streets  (d). 

The  King,  about  the  fame  time,  laid  the  firft 
Stone  of  the  New  Bridge,  at  Paris. 

The  States  of  Burgundy  being  alTembled  at  CXVIl. 
Dijon,  in  the  Month  of  November,  refolved  ,f  Re" 
unanimouily  to  remonitrate  to  the  King  about  the  ces  0f  the 
Male-Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  and  the  States  of 
wretched  State  of  the  Nation  ;  and  tho*  they  Burgundy 
were  very  fharp  in  their  Cenfures,  nevertheless  °  3e  "*■ 
the  King  thought  proper  to  diflemble,    and  to 

give 
(J)  Id.  ibid. 
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Henrylll.  give  them  fome  Satisfaction,  by  exempting  that 

*579-     Province  from    paying   fome    new  Taxes    that 
eoryXIII.  were  levied  every  where  elfe. 
v — v^-— ;      On  the  ift  Day  of  the  Year  1579,   was  infti- 
CXVIII.  tuted  the  Military  Order  of  the  Knights  of  the 
The  King   m     q^       tha(.   of   Sf  Mkhad   inftituted  by 

the  Order  Lewis  Al  was  fallen  into  fuch  contempt,  hav- 
of  the  Holy  in g  been  beftowed  promifcuoufly  on  every  oner 
Choft.  wrio  had  a  mind  for  it,  that  it  was  called  the 
Collar  for  all  forts  of  Beafts.  Therefore  the 
King  executed  now  the  Scheme,  which  he  had 
laid  down  four  Years  before  with  the  Cardinal 
of  Lorrain.  But  tho'  he  pretended  that  he  was 
the  Author  of  this  Inftitution,  and  for  keeping 
a  grateful  Remembrance  of  the  Favours  God 
had  beftowed  upon  him  on  JVhitfunday*  being 
born  and  having  been  elected  King  of  Poland 
and  being  come  to  the  Crown  of  France  upon 
that  Day,  it  is  certain  that  it  had  beenfirft  institut- 
ed by  Lewis  of '  Anjou*  King  otjerufalem  and  67- 
cily*  and  in  the  Year  1352-,  and  that  the  Republick 
of  Venice  had  made  a  prefent  of  the  Original  of 
the  Rules  and  Inftitutes  of  that  Order.  King 
Henry  finding  fome  Conformity  between  himfelf 
and  Lewis  of  Anjou*  alias  of  T'arente*  who  had 
received,  the  two  Crowns  of  Jerufalem  and  Sicily 
upon  the.  fame  day  as  he  did  thofe  of  Poland 
and  France*  took  it  as  a  good  Omen,  and  re- 
folved  to  afcribe  to  himfelf  the  Honour  of  be- 
ing the  firft  Inftitutor  of  that  noble  Order ; 
and  after  having  tranfcribed  and  commented  the 
Statutes,  he  gave  orders  to  Chiverni  to  burn 
the  Original  ;  which  Orders  however  Chiverni 
made  a  fcruple  to  obey,  and  to  deftroy  fuch  a 
rare  Monument,  which,  befides  the  Merit  of 
the  Subject  and  of  its  Antiquity, was  mod  valuable 
for  the  beautiful  Miniatures  in  Velum,  which 
reprefent  the  Hiftory  of  whatever  is  contained 

in 
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in  every  Canon   or  Statute.     That  Book  cameHenryIir* 
afterwards  into  the  pofTeffion  of  Philip  Hurault,  pA^Gj-e- 
Bifhop  of  Chartres,  Son  to  Chancellor  de  Chi-  goryXIII. 
verni ;  from  him  it  came  to   Meffire  Rene  of *— — v— ■ ' 
Longeuil,  Lord  ^  Maifons,  and  Prefident  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  •,  but  I  can't  tell  who  has  it 
now.     Howbeit,   by    Henry's     Inftitution    the 
Number  of  Knights  were  fixed  to  an  hundred, 
and  none  but  Catholicks  could    be  admitted  a- 
mongft  them  :  They  were  obliged  to  fwear  to  the 
Maintenance  of  the  Catholick  Religion,  and  to 
the  Extirpation  of  all  Heretical  Sectaries  (e). 

Now  the  Queen-Mother  having  been  all  this  CXIX. 
while  at  Nerac,   to  hear  the  Complaints  of  the^T/iS* 
Reformed   of   Guienne,   Languedoc,   and  other  yerences  0f 
Provinces  ;    and  to  apply  proper  Remedies,  and  Nerac. 
pacify  the  Troubles  :    After  feveral  Debates  they 
agreed  at    laft  upon  the  following  Articles,   on 
the  28th   of  February,  which    I  fhall  tranfcribe 
here. 

<The  Articles  of  the  Conference  of  Nerac  agreed  to 
between  the  ®ueen- Mother,  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, and  the  Deputies  of  the  Reformed. 

IN  order  to  facilitate  the  laft  Edict  of  Pacifi- 
cation, made  in  September  1577,  and  ta 
clear  and  refolve  the  Difficulties  that  have  inter- 
pofed,  and  that  might  retard  the  good  effect  of 
the  faid  Edict,  it  has  been  refolved  at  the  Re- 
queft  and  Supplications  of  thofe  of  the  faid  pre- 
tended Reformed  Religion,  and  agreed  upon,  as 
followeth,  in  the  Conference  held  at  Nerac,  m 
this  prefent  Month  of  February,  1579.  between 
the  Queen-Mother,  affifted  by  fome  Princes  and 
Lords  of  the   King's  Privy- Council,    and  the 

King 

(e)  Continuation  des  Mem.  de  Caftelnau,  Tom.  III.  pag. 
41 — 46.    Thuan.  lib.  68. 
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Henrylll.  King  of  Navarre,  alfo  aflifted  by  the  Deputy  of 

1 5 79 •  the  Prince  of  Condj,  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  and 
soryXIII. tne  Deputies  of  thcfe  of  the  pretended  P.eform'd 
Religion. 

I.  That  the  High-Juflicers,  or  thofethat  hold 
full  Fief  of  Haubert,  either  in  Proper  or  Ufa 
Fruit,  in  the  whole  Moiety  or  third,  mail  be 
allow'd  to  continue  the  Exercife  of  the  faid  pre- 
tended Reformed  Religion,  in  the  Places  by  them, 
nam'd  for  their  principal  Abode,  although  they 
and  their  Wives  are  abfent  from  the  fame,  pro- 
vided part  of  their  Families  remain  in  the  fame 
Places  •,  and  though  the  Right  of  Juftice,  or  full 
Fief  of  Haubert  be  call'd  in  queftion,  yet  the 
Exercife  of  the  faid  Religion  mail  be  continu'd 
there,  provided  the  abovefaid  Perfons  are  ftill  in 
actual  pofTeffion  of  the  faid  Juftice.  And  as  for 
the  publick  Exercife  of  the  faid  pretended  Re- 
form'd  Religion,  in  the  Places  ordain' d  by  the 
King,  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  Places  prove  in- 
convenient, they  petitioning  the  King  to  have  it 
remov'd  elfewhere,  his  Majefty  mail  provide 
them  another  that  fhall  be  convenient  for 
them. 

II.  That  according  to  certain  Letters-Patent 
granted  by  the  King,  given  at  Paris  on  the  13th 
of  November,  1677.  conformably  to  the  eleventh 
Article  of  what  was  agreed  on  at  Bergerac,  on 
the  1 6th  of  September  in  the  faid  Year,  1577. 
which  through  inadvertency  had  been  omitted 
in  the  laft  Edict  of  Pacification  :  Thofe  of  the 
laid  pretended  Reformed  Religion  are  allow'd  to 
buy,  build,  or  conftruc"l  places  to  perform  the 
faid  Exercife  of  Religion,  in  the  Suburbs  of  Ci- 
ties, or  in  Towns  and  Villages  that  are  or  fhall 
be  allow'd  them  in  every  Bailiwick  and  Senefchal- 
fhip,  or  Government,  and  i»  the  Places  where 

the 
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the  Exercife  of  the  laid  Religion  is  allow'd  them  Henrylll. 
by  the  Edict.     And  fuch  as  fhall   be   found   in  p.lp£' 
the  faid  Places,  that  have  been  built  by  them,g^yXIlV 
mall  be  reftor'd  to  them   in  the  lame  condition 
they  now  are. 

III.  Thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Re- 
ligion, are  allow'd  to  aflcmble  before  the  Judge. 
Royal,  and  by  his  Authority  to  afTefs  and  raife 
among  themfelves  fuch  Sums  as  fhall  be  thought 
neceffary  to  be  empioy'd  for  the  Maintenance  of 
thofe  amongft  them  who  perform  the  Exercifes. 
of  their  faid  Religion,  of  which  an  account 
fhall  be  given  to  the  faid  Judge-Royal  for  him 
to.  keep. 

IV.  That  according  to  the  twentieth  Article 
of  the  Edict  of  Pacification,  the  Judges  and  Ma- 
gistrates of  Cities  fhall  forthwith  provide  conve- 
nient Places  for  the  Burial  of  the  Dead,  of  thofe 
of  the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion.  And 
the  faid  Officers  and  others  are  forbidden  to  afk 
any  thing  for  the  Tranfportation  of  the  faid 
Corps,  on  pain  of  Execution. 

V.  And  to  prevent  all  Differences  that  might 
arife  between  the  Courts  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Chambers  of  the  faid  Courts  ordain'd  by  the  faid 
Edict,  the  King  fhall  fpeedily  make  a  good  and 
large  Regulation  between  the  faid  Courts  of  Par- 
liament and  the  faid  Chambers :  Infomuch  that 
thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform9 d  Religion 
fhall  fully  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  faid  Edict  : 
The  Eftablifhment  of  the  Chamber  of  Langue- 
doc  fhall  alfo  fpeedily  be  perform'd  in  purfuance 
of  the  faid  Edict.  And  in  cafe  at  any  time 
hereafter  the  Number  of  Judges  mould  not  be 
fufficient  in  the  fame,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
Number  of  Caufes,  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion 
fhall  apply  themfelves  to  his  faid  Majefty,  who 
will  make  fufficient  provifion  for  it.     As  to  what 

relates 
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Henrylll.  relates  to  the  King's  Council,  the  fecret  Articles 
p'579-^  of  the  Year  1577,  fhall  be  obferved  both  as   to 
goryXIII.  what  relates  to  the  Chamber  of  Languedoc,  and 
<— -v—"-'  that  of  Guienne.     Neverthelefs,  the  faid  King's 
Council  fhall  be  continu'd  in  their  Places,  with- 
out being    liable  to   Revocation,  unlefs  in  the 
cafes  of  the  Ordinance,  although  they  bear  the 
Title  of  Subftitutes,  of  Advocates  and  Attor- 
neys-General in  the  faid  Courts  of     '..  r        :rvt. 
The  Committees  of  the  Regifters  Civ 
minal  in  the  faid  Chamber,  (hall    e 
Places  by  the  King's  Commiffion,   and  e 

*InFrencb  csAVd  Committees  of  the  *  Regiftry  Civil  a  i 
Creffe.  Criminal,  and  therefore  fhall  not  be  liable  to  be 
turn'd  out,  or  to  be  revok'd  by  the  faid  Regifters 
of  Parliament,  and  that  they  fhall  be  bound  to 
yield  the  Emolument  or  Profit  of  the  faid  Re- 
gistries to  the  faid  Regifters,  and  the  faid 
Committee  fhall  receive  Salaries  from  the  faid 
Regifters,  according  as  it  mall  be  thought 
lit,  and  agreed  upon  by  the  faid  Cham- 
bers. And  as  for  the  MefTengers,  befides  thofe 
that  fhall  be  taken  out  of  the  faid  Parlia- 
ment, who  fhall  be  Catholicks,  two  more 
fhall  be  erected  in  every  Chamber,  who  fhall  be 
of  the  faid  Religion.  And  the  faid  MefTengers 
fhall  be  directed  by  the  faid  Chambers,  both  as 
to  the  Execution  of  their  Places,  their  Diftrict, 
and  the  Fees  they  fhall  take.  In  the  Cities 
where  the  faid  Chambers  fhall  be  erected,  there 
fhall  alfo  be  two  Offices  of  Serjeants,  to  be  kept 
by  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion.  And  as  to  At- 
torneys, the  Attorneys  of  the  faid  Parliament 
fhall  be  allow'd  to  plead  in  the  faid  Chambers. 
And  in  cafe  their  Number  mould  not  be  sufficient, 
the  King  fhall  create  fome  without  paying  of 
Fees,  who  fhall  be  nominated  by  the  faid  Cham- 
bers, in  fuch  a  Number  as  they  fhall  think  fit, 

provided 
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provided  it  does  not  exceed  ten;  of  which  they  Henrylli". 
mall  fend  a  Roll,  according  to  which  their  Pa-  p  "579* 
tents   fhall  be  made  and  feal'd.      The  Expedi-  goryXlll" 
tions  of  the  Chanceries,  or  Seal -Officers,  fhall  be 
made   in   prefence  of  two    Counfellors    of   the 
faid  Chambers,  of  which  the  one  fhall  be  a  Ca- 
tholick,  and  the  other  one  of  the  aforefaid  Reli- 
gion :  In  the  abfence  of  one  of  the  Matters  of 
Requefts  belonging  to  the  King's  Hoftel,  one  of 
the  Notaries  and  Secretaries  of  the    faid  Courts 
of  Parliament   fhall    refide  in  the  Places  where 
the  faid  Chambers  fhall  be  eftablifh'd,  or  one  of 
the  Secretaries  in  ordinary  of  the  Chancery,  to 
iign    the  Expeditions     of    the    faid  Chancery. 
And   it  has  been   agreed  that  the  Chamber  of 
Languedoc  fhall  be  fettled  in  the  City  of  Uljle 
in  Albigeois. 

As  to  the  Decrees  given  in  the  Courts  of  Par- 
liament lince  the  faid  Edict,  in  which  Courts 
the  Parties  have  not  proceeded  voluntarily,  that 
is,  have  alledg'd  and  propounded  Ends  declina- 
tory •,  or  that  have  been  denounc'd  through  de- 
fault, both  in  matters  Civil  and  Criminal,  not- 
withstanding which  the  faid  Parties  have  been 
conftrain'd  to  go  forward  ;  they  fhall  be  deem'd 
and  reputed  as  thofe  that  have  been  given  be- 
fore the  Edict,  and  revok'd  by  the  fame.  The 
fame  is  ordain'd  for  the  prefidial  Judgments 
given  fince  the  Edict,  and  for  the  Cafes  abolihYd 
by  the  faid  Edict,  and  by  the  prefent  Conference. 
And  as  for  the  Decrees  given  againft  thofe  of 
the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion,  who  have 
proceeded  voluntarily,  without  propofing  Ends 
declinatory,  the  faid  Decrees  fhall  remain  in 
force.  Yet  neverthelefs  without  Prejudice  to 
the  Execution  of  the  fame,  they  fnall  be  allow'd* 
if  they  think  fit,  to  take  fome  courfe  by  way  of 
Civil  Requeft  before  the  faid  Chambers.     And 
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Henry  III.  until  the  faid  Chambers  and  their  Chanceries  are 
"SJjJfr    eftablifh'd,  Verbal  Appeals,  and  thofe  in  Writing 

:'oryXIir."lterPos'd  b>T  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  before 
Judges,  Regifters  or  Committees,  Executors  of 
Judgments  and  Decrees,  mall  have  the  fame 
effect  as  if  they  had  been  fued  out  by  Letters- 
Patent.  And  as  for  ProcefTes  not  yet  deter- 
min'd,  depending  in  the  faid  Courts  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  the  Quality  abovefaid,  they  fhall  be 
return'd,  whatever  Condition  they  are  in,  into 
the  faid  Chambers  to  which  they  have  their  re- 
ference, if  requir'd  by  one  of  the  Parties,  and 
according  to  the  Edict,  within  four  Months,  in 
fuch  Provinces  where  the  Chambers  are  eftablifh- 
ed,  after  the  regiftring  of  thefe  prefent  Articles  : 
And  as  for  the  other  Provinces  in  which  they  are 
not  yet  eftablifh'd,  four  Months  after  the  Efta- 
blifhment  thereof,  before  the  Regifters  of  the  faid 
Courts  of  Parliament,  and  that  for  Suits  that  are 
ready  for  tryal.  And  as  for  fuch  as  mail  be  difcon- 
tinu'd,  and  are  not  ready  to  be  judg'd,  the  above- 
mention'd  of  the  pretended  i^^mV  Religion  fhall 
be  oblig'd  to  make  the  faid  Declaration,  at  the 
firft  intimation  and  fignifkation  that  fhall  be  made 
unto  them  of  the  Purfuit ;  and  the  faid  ^erm 
being  expir'd,  they  fhall  no  more  be  admitted 
to  demand  the  faid  Returns.  And  as  for  the 
Suits  remov'd  either  in  the  Courts  of  Parliament, 
Great  Council,  or  elfewhere,  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion  giving  a  particular  account  of  the  faid 
Sfeits,  Provifion  fhall  be  made  for  the  fame. 

VII.  All  Sovereign  Courts  and  others,  within 
this  Kingdom,  are  prohibited  and  forbidden, 
(before  the  fetting  up  of  the  faid  Chambers)  to 
take  cognizance  of,  and  to  judge  the  ProcefTes 
either  Civil  or  Criminal  of  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  engag'd 
in  their  Party,  the  Cognizance  whereof  bv  the 

laft 
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Jaft  Edict  of  Peace  is  referr'd  to  the  faid  Cham-  Henry  m. 

bers.     The  Prohibitions  contain'd  in  the  twenty-     *$/ 

fixth  Article  of  the   faid    Edict  of  Pacification , 

about  the  Cognizance  of  Matters  relating  to  the'C...  v-^j 

Troubles    until   now,    mall   alfo    be  reitei 

And  generally  all  Judgments  and  Decrees  gi 

to  the  contrary,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

diet,  mall  be  annihilated    and  revok'd,    together 

with  all  that  has  folio w'd  thereupon. 

VIII.  That  henceforward  in  all  Infirzitilicv:\ 
other  than  Informations  of  Criminal  ProcerHs  in 
the  Senefchalfhips  of  'Tbouloufc,  Carcaffonne, 
Rouergue,  JLquv-agai^  Bezkrs,  Mcntpellier,  and 
Niwes,  the  Magiftrate  or  Commiflary  deputed 
for  the  faid  Inftruction,  if  he  be  a  Catholick, 
fhall  be  oblig'd  to  take  an  ArTociate  of  the  faid 
pretended  Reform9 d  Religion,  which  the  Parties 
fhail  approve  of  :  And  in  cafe  they  cannot  agree 
about  it,  the  above-nam'd  Magiftrate  or  Com- 
miflary fhall  take  one  of  the  faid  Religion  out 
of  the  Office  ;  as  in  like  manner  if  the  faid 
Magiftrate  or  Commiflary  be  of  the  faid  Religion, 
he  fhaJJ  be  cblin'd  in  the  Form  abovefaid  to  take 
a  Carholick  Afiiftant.  And  when  any  occafion 
of  Criminal  Trials  fhall  occur  before  the  Provoft 
Marshals,  or  their  Lieutenants  againft  any  one  of 
the  faid  Religion,  being  an  Houfholder,  who  fhall 
be  charo'd  and  accus'd  of  any  publick  Crime, 
the  faid  Provofts,  or  their  Lieutenants,  if  they  be 
Catholicks,  fhall  be  bound  to  call  to  the  hearing 
of  fuch  a  matter  an  Afiiftant  of  the  faid  Reli- 
gion :  The  which  Aflbciate  fhall  afTift  alfo  at 
the  Judgment  of  the  Competency  o,r  Vajidi 
of  the  Indictment,  as  well  as  at  the  definitive 
Judgment  of  the  Procefs.  The  Validity  of 
which  Indictment,  mall  only  be  judg'd  at  the 
nearefl:  prefidial  Seat  or  Tribunal  in  an  AfiemMv* 
S  2  befi 
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Henrylll.  before  the  principal  Officers  of  the  faid  Tribunal, 

x579-  who  fhall  be  found  there,  on  pain  of  Nullity, 
gory  XIII.  IX.  In  putting  the  faid  Edict  of  Pacification 
in  execution,  the  Seats  of  Juftice  fhall  be  re- 
eftablihYd  at  Montauban,  Montpellier,  Nimesy 
and  in  all  other  Places  where  they  ufed  to  be 
before  the  Troubles. 

X.  The  Mint  fhall  be  re-eftablifh'd  in  the 
City  of  Montpellier,  as  it  ufed  to  be  before  the 
Troubles. 

XI.  The  King  in  order  to  remove  all  occafion 
of  Diflenfions  that  might  create  the  leaft  Divi- 
sion among  his  Subjects,  ordains  that  whatever 
has  happen'd  fince  the  Publication  of  the  faid 
lad  Edict,  until  now,  againft,  and  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  faid  Edict,  on  either  fide,  fhall  re- 
main extinguifh'd,  and  be  forgotten  as  if  no 
fuch  thing  had  ever  been.  And  that  no  body 
fhall  be  profecuted  upon  the  account  of  the  le- 
vying and  gathering  of  Soldiers  in  Cities,  or  in 
open  Fields,  eftablifhing  and  maintaining  of  Ga- 
rifons,  Enterprizes  upon  and  Seizures  of  Cities, 
Places,  Caftles  and  Houfes,  Murders,  Imprifon- 
ments,  Ranfoms,  or  any  other  Excefs  ;  neither 
for  deftroying  of  Churches,  Houfes  and  Build- 
ings belonging  to  Ecclefiafticks  and  others  ;  of 
all  which,  the  faid  Subjects  on  both  fides  fhall 
be  and  remain  acquitted  and  difcharg'd  :  Nei- 
ther fhall  his  Majefty's  Attorney-General,  or 
any  other  Perfons  publick  or  private,  at  any 
time,  or  on  any  account  foever,  be  allow'd  to 
make  any  Profecutions  of  the  fame  in  any  Court 
of  Jurifdiction,  nor  in  any  wife  whatever.  The 
whole  in  the  fame  Form  and  Manner  as  it  is  ex- 
prefs'd  by  the  fifty-fifth  Article  of  the  laft  Edict 
of  Pacification  ;  excepting  Ravifhments  of  Wo- 
men, &c.  Incendiaries,  Robberies,  Murders 
committed  treacheroufly  and  with  Premeditation, 

and 
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and  not  by  way  of  Hoftility,  on  account  ofHenrylli; 
private  Revenge,  and  other  Crimes  and  Mifde-  p  I5?9- 
meanours  referv'd  by  the  laft  Edict  of  Pacifica-  goryXItt. 
tion, which  fhall  be  profecuted  according  to  Law, ' 
and  punifh'd  according  to  the  Nature  of  the 
fame.  And  as  to  what  relates  to  the  Money 
that  has  been  taken,  either  out  of  his  Majefty's 
Exchequers,  or  out  of  Cities  and  Commonalties, 
and  from  other  private  Perfons  ;  and  the  Sums 
that  have  been  impos'd  and  rais'd  of  any  kind 
whatever,  and  howfoever  rais'd  by  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  en- 
gag'd  in  their  Party  fince  the  faid  Edict  of  Pa- 
cification, they  are  and  mail  remain  abfolutely 
difcharg'd  for  the  fame,  without  their  being  any 
wife  liable  to  be  profecuted  upon  the  faid  account ; 
nor  thofe  who  fhall  have  order'd  it.  Corporations 
of  Cities  and  Commonalties,  nor  yet  their 
Clerks.  Neverthelefs  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion 
fhall  be  oblig'd  to  aflemble  with  the  Corpora- 
tions of  thofe  Cities  ;  to  make  a  true  eftimate 
among  them,  on  the  laft  Day  of  April  next  at 
fartheft,  both  of  their  Receipts  and  Expences  : 
The  which  Eftimate  they  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  fign 
and  jointly  to  affirm,  and  to  deliver  the  fame 
within  the  faid  time  of  two  Months,  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  that  are  appointed  to  execute 
the  faid  Edict  of  Pacification  in  Languedoc,  to 
the  end  that  upon  the  faid  Eftimate  the  Cham- 
ber of  Accounts  may  pafs  into  Receipt,  and  al- 
low in  expence  what  fhall  be  contain'd  in  the 
faid  Eftimate,  and  no  more.  And  in  order  to 
check  the  Infolence  of  feveral,  and  to  prevent 
thofe  Evils  for'  the  future,  the  King  declares 
that  hereafter  he  will  no  more  grant  any  ParT 
dons  for  the  abovefaid,  or  the  like  Tranfgref- 
{ions  of  the  Edict :  And  forbids  his  Chancellor 
or  Lord- Keeper  to  feal  any  fuch,  and  his  Judges 
S3  to 
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fienj-ylll  to  have  the  leaft  regard  for  the  fame.  And  in 
•  *579'  cafe  any  of  thofe  to  whom  this  Pardon  is  gratit- 
^oryXIIl" e<^  fhould  relapfe  into  the  fame  Fault,  they 
'C— - v— '  fhall  not  only  be  puniuVd  for  the  new  Fault, 
but  fhall  alfo  be  depriv'd  of  the  Fruit  and  Be- 
nefit which  is  granted  them  by  this  Article. 

XII.  That  all  ProcefTes  and  Caufes  concerning 
the  cafe  of  the  faid  Troubles  that  have  been  re- 
ii'd  by  the  Commiffioners  Executors   of    the 
preceding  Edict  of  Pacification,    before  .the  pre- 
fidial  Judges  or  other  Judges,  fnall  be  return'd 
in  the  (fate  they  now  ttana  to  the  faid  Cham- 
bers of  the  Edict  \    the  King  not  intending  that 
any  of  his  Subjects   mould    be   profecuted  for 
what  has  been  done  mice  the  laft  Trouble?,  ac- 
ting to  the  ffty-fifth  Article  of  the  faid  laft 
id  :   And  in    cafe  anv    of  the    faid  ProcefTes 
.id    already   be  judg'd,   the   Parties   fhall  be 
>w'd  to  apply  themfelves  for  Redrefs,   by  the 
n't,  to  the  faid  Chambers  of  the  Edift. 
XII]  reas  at  the  beginning  of  the  forty- 

fecond  1    of  the  faid  laft  Edict  of  Pacifica- 

■-,  in  feveral  common    Impreflions  that  have 
been  the  fame,  thefe  Words  are  found  •, 

I'kave  :    .  .  taken  by  wny  of  '  Hqfiility, 
of         illation-,  altho*  it   mould   be  con- 
LtiYeiy,  and  in  this  manner.   And  that 
.  all  not  hat :  n  by  way  of  Hcftility  :  As 

it  is  written  in  the  Original  agreed  on  and  fign'd 
at  Bergerac,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1577.  It 
is  ordain'd,  that  it  mall  be  corrected  by  the  faid 
Original  •,  and  all  Judges  are  enjoin'd  to  judge 
conrormably  to  this  prefent  Correction. 

XIV.  That  all  Affefirnents,  Impofitions,  Ga- 
therings, raffing  of  Money  and  new  Subfidies, 
by  whomfocver,  and  on  any  account  whatever, 
tmlels  by  the  King's  exprefs  Commiffion,  fhall 
ceare,  and    that  none  mail   be  made    other 
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hereafter,    on   the    Penalties  mentioned   in  theHenrylll. 
Ordinances.  pI57r- 

XV.  The  General  Aflemblies  of  Cities  andgoVyXiii. 
Corporations,  mall  be  made  according  to  the 
ancient  Cuftoms,  and  fuch  Inhabitants  as  ufed  to 
come  to  the  fame,  mail  be  fummon'd  thither 
without  diftinction  of  Religion,  according  to 
the  latt  Edict  of  Pacification,  Article  nineteenth. 

XVI.  That  the  Edict  of  Pacification,  and 
what  has  been  refolv'd  in  this  Conference,  mail 
be  executed  in  every  Article,  according  to  its 
Form  and  Tenor,  and  that  the  faid  Execution 
thereof  mall  begin  on  the  firft  Day  of  March 
next  coming  at  fartheft,  and  fhall  be  continu'd 
in  Guienne  without  Interruption  on  either  fide. 
And  as  for  hanguedoc^  the  faid  Execution  or 
Performance  fhall  begin  on  the  id  Day  of  A- 
pril  next  coming  at  fartheft  ;  but  that  in  the 
mean  time  all  Prifoners  of  War  fhall  be  ftt  at 
liberty,  without  paying  any  Ranfom  :  And  all 
Acts  of  Hoftility,  and  other  Tranfgreflions  of 
the  Edict  in  general,  mall  ceafe,  according  to 
the  Commiffions  that  have  been  iflu'd  out  to 
that  end,  which  fhall  be  fent  every  where  in  the 
Governments  of  Guienne,  Languedocy  and  other 
Provinces,  when  it  mall  be  neceffary. 

XVII.  It  has  alfo  been  agreed  by  the  faid 
Lady  Queen-Mother  to  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  all  the  above-mention'd,  that: 
all  the  Cities  and  Places  kept  by  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  fhall  be  reftor'd  in  the  Govern- 
ments of  Guienne,  and  Languedoc^  at  the  time 
declar'd  by  the  preceding  Article :  And  the  E- 
dict  of  Pacification  fhall  be  put  entirely  in 
execution  in  the  fame;  as  alfo  and  by  the  fame 
means,  in  the  other  Cities  where  the  Catholicks 
are  more  numerous,  neither  Parties  being  allow 'd 
to  put  Garifons  into  them  :     And  thus  the  In- 

S  4  habitant-, 
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Henrylll.  habitants  of  the  fame,  of   both  Religions  fhall 
r  !,*>7q     remain  under  the  fpecial  Safeguard  of  the  King 
goryXin.our  Sovereign  Lord,  it  being  forbidden  on  pain 
of  Death,  to  wrong  them,  or  to  undertake  any 
thing  againft  the  Liberty  and  Safety  of  the  faid 
Cities.     Neverthelefs,    for   furety   of    what    is 
above-written,  and  for  an  Aflurance  of  the  Exe- 
cution of  the   faid  Edict,  the  King   leaves   and 
gives  in  keeping   to  the  faid   King  of  Navarre 
the   following  Cities:    In  the   Government  of 
Guienne,  Bazas,  Puymerol  and  Figeac,-  until  the 
laft  Day  of  Auguft  next  enfuing,  and  no  longer  : 
And  in  the  Government  of  Languedoc,    Revel, 
Briatefte,  Aletb,  Santei,  Agreve,  Baiz  fur  Baiz, 
Baignols,     Alez,    Lunel,   Scmmieres,   Aymargues, 
and  Gignac,  until  the  1  ft  Day  of   October  alfo 
next   enfuing,    and  no   longer:    On   condition, 
and  no  other  wife,  that  they  mall  make  no  Forti- 
fications there,  nor  demolifh   Churches  and  o- 
ther  Places,  nor  act  any  thing  elfe  contrary   to 
the  Edict. 

XVIII.  That  the  Ecclenafticks,  and  other 
Catholick  Inhabitants  mall  be  receiv'd  again  into 
the  faid  Cities  without  any  difficulty,  and  fhall 
fully  enjoy  all  their  Eftates,  and  the  Fruits,  or 
the  Revenues  of  the  fame  :  That  they  fhall  per- 
form Divine  Service  in  the  fame,  according  to 
the  Ufe  of  the  Catholick  Church  :  That  Juiticc 
fhall  alfo  be  freely  admmiftred  there :  That  the 
King's  Money,  as  well  ordinary  as  extraordinary, 
fhall  be  rais'd  and  receiv'd  there  :  And  that  the 
Edict  fhall  be  entirely  kept  and  obferv'd  there. 
And  the  fame  fhall  ba  done,  according  to  the 
faid  Edict,  in  relation  to.  thofe  of"  the  faid  pre- 
tended Reform' d  Religion,  in  the  other  Cities 
where  the  Catholicks  are  more  in  number.  It 
is  alfo  refolv'd,  That  the  Magiftrates  and  Offi- 
cers of  the  Cities  fhall  take  care  to   fee  it  *per- 

form'd. 
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form'd,  on  pain  of  being  flifpended  from  their  Of-  Henry  III, 

lices  for  the  firft  time,  and  on  forfeit  of  them  for  _  '?79- 

.       _  ,  '  Pope  Gre- 

the  iecond.  goryXIII. 

XIX.  That   the  faid  Cities  during  the   time 
heretofore  declar'd,  fhall  be  govern'd  by  Perfons 
of  Integrity,  Lovers  of  Peace  and  PublickGood, 
who  fhall  be  nominated  by  the  King  of  Navarre* 
and  approv'd  by  the  faid  Lady  the  Queen- Mo- 
ther, who  fhall  engage  and  be  bound  with  fix  in 
the  chief,   and   four   in  the    other  of  the  faid 
Towns,  the  fame  well  to  preferve  in  their  Obe- 
dience to  the  King,  and    to  caufe  the  Edict  to 
be  well  maintain'd,  and  what  has  been  now  re- 
folv'd  between  the  faid  Lady  the  Queen- Mother 
and  the  faid  King  of  Navarre*  to  maintain   all 
the  Inhabitants  thereof  in  fafety,  according  to 
the  faid  Edict,  and  namely   to  reftore    the   faid 
Cities,  viz.  thofe  of  the   Government  of  Gui- 
enne*  on  the  ift  Day  of  September  next  coming  ; 
and  thofe  of  the  Government  of  Languedoc  on  the 
1  ft  Dayof  October  alfo  next  coming,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Perfon  the  King  mall  be  pleafed  to  depute 
to  go  to  the  faid  Cities,  to  fee  them  forthwith 
reftor'd  in  the  Condition  fet  down  in  the   faid 
Edict  of  Pacification,  without  putting  any  Go- 
vernor or  Garifon  into  the  fame,  and  without 
removing  the  Ammunitions  and  Artillery  that  is 
in  the  faid  Cities,  belonging  either  to  the  King, 
or  to  the  Commonalties  of  the  faid  Cities. 

XX.  The  faid  King  of  Navarre  has  alfo  re- 
mitted the  Mur  de  Barais,  to  the  faid  Lady 
Queen,  who  upon  his  Nomination  has  agreed  to 
truft  the  Keeping  thereof  to  Monfieur  d'Arpajon* 
to  have  it  in  charge  until  the  faid  firft  Day  of 
Auguft  next.  At  which  time  the  faid  Monfieur 
d'Arpajon  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  furrender  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  Commiftary,  who  fhall  repair  to  the 
Other  Cities  to  leave  them  in  the  Condition  men- 
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HenryJII.  tion'd  by  the  Edict,  as  the  other  fourteen  Cities 
*  579-     aforemention'd. 

gorvXIII.  XXI.  And  to  avoid  all  manner  of  burthening 
>and  oppreffing  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  faid  Ci- 
ties, and  adjacent  Parts,  the  faid  Lady  has  and 
does  promife  to  the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  and 
to  the  faid  of  the  pretended  Reform* 'd  Religion 
to  furnifli  thirty-fix  thoufand  Livres  Toumois, 
which  fhall  be  deliver'd  into  the  hands  of  thofe 
the  faid  King  of  Navarre  mail  nominate  at  the 
beginning  of  every  one  of  the  faid  Months,  pro 
rata,  and  by  equal  Portions,  according  to  the 
Divifion  they  fhall  make  of  it. 

XXII.  And  therefore  it  has  been  exprefly  re- 
folv'd,  That  the  faid  of  the  pretended  Reformed 
Religion,  thofe  who  mail  command  in  the  faid 
Cities,  and  thofe  who  fhall  be  committed  for  the 
Guard  thereof,  fhall  not  be  allow'd  to  quarter 
in  the  Houfes  of  Catholicks,  as  few  as  poffible  ; 
neither  fhall  they  raife,  or  exact  any  thing  from 
the  Inhabitants  thereof,  or  others,  nor  from  the 
adjacent  Places,  under  any  pretence  foever,  with- 
out the  King's  Leave.  The  Confuls  of  the  faid 
Cities  (hall  be  obKg'd  during  the  faid  term  of 
fix  Months  to  find  Candles  for  the  Guard  and 
Wood  for  them,  which  cannot  amount  but  to 
!ng  the  Summer-feafon  :  Al- 
...  .\jwever   at   the   firft  SefTions   to 

imp;  .  teife  upon    the  Diocefes  and  Senef- 

chali  IS  to  which  the  faid  Candles  and 

Wood  fhall  amount,  without  confequence.  And 
...  ns  lying  at  prefent  in  the  Cities 
of  the  faid  Country  of  Languedoc,  held  by  thofe 
of  the  faid  Religion,  they  are  allow'd  to  raife, 
if  it  has  not  been  done  already,  what  is  barely 
!  Mary  for  their  Maintenance  until  the  lafr 
Day  of  March  next,  and  no  more.  In  order  to 
which  they  mail  give  the  Commiffaries  who  are 

now 
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now  going  to  put  an  end  to  all  Ads  of  Hofti-  HenryllL 
lity,  the  true  Eftimate  of  what  the  Payment  of  Pol^7Qre_ 
the  faid  Garifons  will  amount  to.  And  the  faid  g0ryXIII. 
Eftimate  fhall  be  drawn  without  Fraud  upon  the 
old  Rolls  :  In  which  fhall  not  be  included  in  the 
upper  Country  of  Languedoc,  Dornbe^  S.  Germa, 
Pechaudie,  Pierrefiffe,  Carlus^  Frigerolles,  My- 
eules,  and  Poftrzms,  which  fhall  be  fpeedily  dif- 
mantied  and  quitted.  And  to  that  end?  thofe 
who  detain  them,  fhall  forthwith  deliver  them 
into  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are  fent  to  caufe  the 
Acts  of  Hoftility  to  ceafe,  if  they  defign  to  en- 
joy the  Benefit  of  the  General  Pardon,  granted  to 
thofe  who  have  been  Infractors  of  the  Edict  of 
Pacification,  fince  the  Publication  thereof.  And 
in  cafe  they  do  not  obey  what  is  above  faid,  they 
fhall  be  deriv'd  of  the  Benefit  of  the  faid  Par- 
don, and  punifh'd  as  Diflurbers  of  the  common 
Peace,  without  hope  of  any  Favour.  And  a 
Nomination  fhall  alfo  be  made  to  the  Executors 
of  the  Edict,  both  in  Guienne  and  in  Lower  Lan- 
guedoc,  of  the  Cities,  Towns,  and  Caffcles,  it  will 
be  fit  to  difmantle,  according  to  the  Advice  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  of  both  Religions ; 
and  what  the  King  fhall  afterwards  be  pleas'd  to 
order  upon  the  faid  Advice,  without  including 
the  Places  belonging  to  private  Lords.  And  as 
for  the  Upper  Languedoc,  according  as  above  faid, 
the  faid  Executors  fhall  confult,  whether  there 
are  any  Places  of  thofe  that  are  pofTefs'd  by  the 
Catholicks  reauifite  and  fit  to  be  difmantled,  ac- 
cording,  as  above  faid,  to  the  Advice  of  thofe 
of  the  Country  of  both  Religions,  and  alfo  ac- 
cording to  what  the  King  fhall  be  pleas'd  to  or- 
der about  it. 

XXIII.  And  for  a  good,  firm,  true,  and  fin- 
cere  Aflurance  of  what  is  above-mention'd,  the 
faid  King  of  Navarre,  together  with  the  Prince 

of 
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Jienrylll.of  Condi,  and  twenty  of  the  principal  Gentlemen 
"579-    of  the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion,  fuch  as 

goryXIH.tne  Queen-Mother  fhall  be  pleas'd  to  nominate, 
together  with  the  Deputies  that  are  here,  in  the 
Name  of  the  Provinces  that  have  fent  them  ; 
befides  thofe  who  are  to  command  in  the  faid 
Cities,  that  are  left  in  their  hands  for  the  faid 
fix  Months,  fhall  promife  and  fwear  upon  their 
Faith  and  Honour,  and  engage  their  Eftates  to 
caufe  all  the  GJarifons  to  march  out  of  the  faid 
fourteen  Cities  and  Citadels  thereof,  and  to  de- 
liver the  faid  Cities  and  Citadels,  without  Delay, 
Excufe,  Evafion,  or  any  other  Pretence  what- 
ever, on  the  abovefaid  firft  Days  of  September 
and  October  next  coming,  into  the  hands  of  the 
abovefaid  CommilTary,  to  leave  them  in  the  Con- 
dition fpecify'd  by  the  faid  Edict  of  Pacification, 
as  is  afore  faid. 

XXIV.  It  has  been  refolv'd,  That  in  cafe  any 
Attempt  mould  be  made  on  either  fide,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  laft  Edict  of  Pacification,  and 
of  all  that  is  above  faid,  the  Complaint  and  Pro- 
fecution  thereof  mall  be  made  before  the  King's 
Governors  and  Lieutenants-General,  and  by  way 
of  Juftice  in  the  Courts  of  Parliament,  or  Cham- 
bers eftablifh'd,  in  regard  of  both,  according  to 
the  Edict.  And  what  fhall  be  ordain'd  by  them, 
fhall  forthwith  be  put  in  execution,  at  fartheft 
within  a  Month  after  it,  by  the  Diligence  of  the 
King's  Council,  in  relation  to  the  judgments 
that  mall  intervene,  without  ufing  any  Conni- 
vance or  DiiTimulation.  And  the  faid  Governors 
and  Lieutenants  General  are  exprefly  order'd,  to- 
gether with  the  Bailiffs  and  SenefchrJs,  to  fur- 
ther, give  aid  and  comfort,  and  to  employ  all  the 
King's  Forces  for  the  Execution  of  what  fhall 
have  been  advis'd  and  order'd  for  the  Repara- 
tion of  the   faid  Attempt.     Thus  the  Attempts 

on 
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on  either  fide  (hall  neither  be  taken,   or  reputed Henrylll. 
as  Infractions  of  the  faid  Edict  in  refpect  to  the    *  579- 
King,  and  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  General  offforyxin. 
the  Catholicks,  and  the  General  of  thofe  of  the  c— v— -a 
faid  Religion  :    It  being  his  Majefty's  true  and 
firm  Intention,  at  the  requeft    of  the  faid  King 
of  Navarre,  to  have  them  immediately  redrefs'd, 
and  the  Guilty  feverely    and  exemplarily   pu- 
nifhed. 

XXV.  And  to  that  end,  the  Gentlemen  and 
Inhabitants   of  the  Towns,    of  both  Religions, 
mail  be  obliged  to  accompany  the  Governors, 
and  the  King's  Lieutenants-General,  to  aid  them 
with  their  Perfons  and  Means,   if  neceffary  and 
requir*d  fo  to  do,    in  order  forthwith   to  repair 
the  faid  Attempts.      The  faid    Governors  and 
Lieutenants-General,   together  with  the  Bailiffs 
and  Senefchals,  mail  be  oblig'd  to  apply  them- 
felves  about  it,  without  Delay  or  Excufe,  and  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  Endeavours  and  Diligence   for 
the  Reparation  of  the  faid  Attempts,  and' to  pu- 
nifh  the  Guilty,  according  to  the  Pains  fpecify'd 
in  the  Edict.     Moreover,  it  has  been  refolv'd, 
That  fuch  as   mall  make    any   Attempts  upon 
Cities,  Places  or  Caftles,  or  that  fnall  abet,  amft, 
or  favour  them,  or  give  them  Counfel,    or  that 
fhall   commit  any  Attempt  againft  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Edict,  and  all  that  is  above  faid  : 
Alio  fuch  as  fhall  refufe  to  obey,  or  fhall  oppofe 
themfelves,  or  by  others,   directly   or  indirectly, 
the  Effect  and  Execution  of  the  faid   Edict  of 
Pacification,  and   of  all  that  is  above  faid,  are 
from  this  Moment  declar'd    guilty  of    High- 
Treafon,  both   they  and  their  Poflerity     infa- 
mous, and  for   ever  incapable  of  enjoying  any 
Honours,  Employments,  Dignities,   and  Succef- 
fions;  and  liable  to  all  the  Puniihments  inflict- 
ed by  the  Law  againft  thofe  that  are  guilty  of 

High- 
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Henrylll.  High-Treafon  in  the  higheft  degree  :  His  Ma- 
p  *5  G  Je^  declaring  moreover,  That  he  will  grant  no 
goryXIII.-P^don  for  it;  forbidding  his  Secretaries  to  fign 
them,  and  his  Chancellor  or  Lord-keeper  to  pafs 
them :  And  the  Courts  of  Parliament  to  refpect 
them  for  the  future,  whatever  exprefs  or  re- 
iterated Commands  they  might  receive  about 
it. 

XXVI.  It  has  alfo  been  refolv'd,  That  the 
Lords  deputed  for  the  Execution  of  the  faid  E- 
dict  of  Pacification,  together  with  the  Secret 
Articles  made  at  the  time  of  the  faid  laft  Edict 
of  Pacification,  and  of  all  that  is  above  faid, 
proceeding  to  the  faid  Execution,  fhall  reftore 
the  Houfes  and  Caftles  of  the  faid  King  of  Na- 
varre, as  they  pafs  along  the  Senefchalfhips, 
where  the  faid  Caftles  and  Houfes  of  the  faid 
King  of  Navarre  are  fituated  ;  which  mall  be 
left  without  Garifons  on  either  part,  and  put  in- 
to the  Condition  mention'd  by  the  Edict  of  Pa- 
cification, and  according  to  their  ancient  Pri- 
vileges. 

XXVII.  That  all  that  is  above  fpecify'd,  and 
what  is  contain'd  in  the   laft  Edict  of  Pacifica- 
tion,   fhall  be  inviolably  kept   and  obferved  on 
both  fides,  under  the  Penalties  fet  down   in  the 
faid  Edict.     That  the  Courts  of  Parliament,  and 
Chambers  ordain'd  for  Juftice,  according  to  this 
faid  Edict  •,  the  Chambers  of  Accounts,    Courts 
of  Aids,  Bailiffs,   Senefchals,  Provofts    and    all  ! 
other  Officers,  whom  it  may  concern,  mall  caufe 
to   be  regifter'd    the   Letters-Patent,  that  fhall 
be  iffued  out  for  all  that  is  above  faid   and  the  J 
Contents  thereof   to   follow,  keep,   and  obferve 
in   every  particular,   according     to    their  Form  I 
and  Tenor.     And  the  Governors  and    Lieute- 
nants- General  of  all  the  Provinces  of  this  King-  j 

dom  I 
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dom  fhall  be  enjoin'd,  in  the  mean  time,  forth-  Henrylll. 
with  to  publim,   every  one  within  his  DiftricSt,  »,57SL" 
the  faid  Letters-Patent,  to  the  end  that  no  body  eoryXJIL 
may  pretend  to  plead  Ignorance  •,  and  the  Con- 
tents of  the  fame   alfo  inviolably  to  keep  and 
obferve,    under  the    Penalties  fpecify'd    by  the 
faid  laft  Edict   of  Pacification,  and   others  here 
above  declar'd. 

Done  at  Nerac,  on  the  laft  Bay  of  February, 
1579- 

Thus  iign'd,  Katherine,  Henry. 

Bouchart,  Deputy  of  the  Prince  of  Conde,  Birony 
Joyeufe,  Janfac,  Pybrac,  De  la  Mo  the  Fene- 
lon,  Clermont,  Duranti,  Turenne,  Gut  try,  Du 
Faur,  Chancellor  to  the  King  of  Navarre  ; 
Scorbiac,  deputed  by  the  Generality  of  Bour- 
deaux ;  Tolet,  and  de  Faux,  Deputies  for  Rou- 
ergue. 

The  King  having  feen  and  maturely  conjiderd 
word  by  word  the  entire  Contents  of  thefe  pre- 
fent  Articles,  agreed  on  in  the  Conference  which 
the  Queen '  bis  Mother  has  held  at  Nerac  with 
the  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  Deputies  of  thofe 
of  the  pretended  Reform'd  Religion,  who  were 
affembled  there^  to  facilitate  the  Execution  of 
the  laft  Edicl  of  Pacification  :  The  faid  Articles 
agreed  on,  and  figrfd  on  both  fides  at  the  faid 
Place  of  Nerac,  on  the  laft  Day  of  the  Month 
of  February,  laft  paft  :  His  Majefty  has  ap- 
proved, confirmed,  and  ratify* d  the  fame  ;  wills 
and  requires  that  they  fJjail  be  put  in  execution 
according  to  their  Form  and  Tenor,  and  to  that 
end  that   the  Letters-Patent,    and  all   neceffary 
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Henrylll.  Difpatches  of  the  fame  (hall  be  forthwith  made 
„IS£?    and  fent. 

rope  (jre-  J 

goryXHI. 

Done  at   Paris  on  the    14th  Day  of  March, 
*579- 

Sign'd  Henry. 

And  lower,  De  Neufville. 


Tho'  the  King  ratify'd  whatever  had  been 
agreed  at  Nerac,  neverthelefs  theie  Articles; 
were  not  read  nor  regifter'd  in  Parliament ;  but 
about  two  Years  after,  when  the  Duke  of  An- 
jou,  in  the  King  his  Brother's  Name,  came  to  a 
new  Agreement  with  the  King  of  Navarre,  at 
Flex  in  Perigord. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  as  to  this  Conference  of 
Nerae,  that  the  Queen- Mother  fetting  out  from 
Pari?  took,  care  to  be  attended  by  a  great  Num- 
ber of  the  fineft  young  Ladies  that  could  be 
found,  in  order  to  enfnare  the  Court  of  Nerac, 
and  thofe  who  had  any  credit  amongft  the  Re- 
formed. But  her  Daughter  Margaret  Queen 
of  Navarve  outvyed  her,  and  by  the  Charms 
of  the  Ladies  of  her  own  Retinue,  and  of  her 
Maids  of  Honour,  fhe  enflaved  moft  of  the 
Queen- Mother's  Minifters,  that  were  come  to 
treat  with  the  Deputies  of  the  Reformed;  nay, 
her  own  Charms,  which  fhe  knew  very  well  how 
to  difplay,  were  fo  powerful  over  Pibrac,  one 
of  the  Queen-Mother's  chief  Confidents  and 
Minifters,  that  by  the  Force  of  his  Eloquence, 
he  engag'd  the  faid  Queen-Mother  to  grant  the 
Reformed  a  great  deal  more  than  (lie  intended  (f). 

From 

(f)  Pe»sfixe  Hifloire  dc  Henry  IV.   ie«  Partie  pag.  58. 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  ///France.         273 

From  Nerac  the  Queen- Mother  proceeded  to  Henry  III. 
Agen,  where   an  old  Quarrel  between   the  Vif-/»'J7g- 
count  of  Turenne,  and    the  two  Brothers  -DwvMgoryXlH. 
and  Durfort  Lord  of  Rofan,  was  renewed,  and  v — ^-^j 
at  laft  decided.     The  occafion  was  this  •,  Savillan  J?^1- 
having    been  removed  three  Years  before  from  j^0^""~ 
the  Government  of  Cafleljaloux,  in  the  Dutchy  pro?refs  in 
of  Albret,  belonging  to  the  King  of  Navarre  \  the  Sou- 
Durfort  had  been   put  in    his  ftead,  and  being    . n  Pro~ 
afraid   left  Savillan   mould  be   reftored  to   his 
Place  during  his  Abfence,  he  had    given  orders 
to  his  Lieutenant  not  to  open  the  Gates  to  any 
body,   who   mould    come    attended    with   any 
Forces. — Now  Turenne  having  received  Orders 
of  the  King  of  Navarre,  to  whom  he  was  De- 
puty, commanded    the  faid    Lieutenant   to  o- 
pen  the  Gates,  which  he  refufed  to  do,  alledg- 
ing  the  Governor's  pofitive  Orders;  which  Af- 
front   Turenne    refented   highly,     and  meeting 
Durfort  fome  time  after,   he  afked  Satisfaction  : 
however  the  Affair  was  prolonged  to  this  Year, 
when  the  Durajfes  came  to  Agen  to   pay  their 
refpecls  to  the  Queen,  and  Duras  fent   a  Chal- 
lenge to  Turenne,  who  came  upon  the  Sands  of 
Garvnne,  with  Salignac,  on  the  17th  of  March  ; 
and  a    little  after  the  Durajfes  arrived,  Turenne 
fought  with  Durfort,  and  Duras  with  Salignac  ; 
The  IfTue  of  this  Fight  v/as,  that  Turenne  hav- 
ing received  many  Wounds  in  the  back   and  in 
the  fides,  was  left  for  dead  upon  the  fpot ;  but  he 
pretended  that  he  had  not  been  fairly  dealt  with, 
and  that  Durfort  had  a  Coat  of  Mail  under  his 
Clothes,  and  that  he  hadbeen  furrounded  by  ma- 
ny, and  publifhed  a  Faffum  upon  that  Subject. 
The  Duke  of  Damville  being  confulted   as  he 
was  zxAgde  at  that  time,  he  affembled  the  Nobility 
and  Officers  that  were  in  the  City,  who  judged 
unanimoufly,  [that  Turenne  having  been  treated 
V.III.PartII.        T  fo 
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fo  unworthily  by  the  DuraJJes,  he  had  a  right 
to  profecute  them  by  any  other  ways  than  thofe 
ufual  amongft  Gentlemen  of  Honour,  as  Aflaflins 
and  perfidious  Men.  The  Queen  was  much 
exafperated  againft  them,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  Turenne's  Intreaties  in  their  Behalf,  me 
would  have  had  them  tryed  by  Law,  tho' 
they  had  ran  away  (g). 

From  Agen  the  Queen  came  to  Thouloufe^ 
where  Montluc  the  renowned  Bifhop  of  Valence^ 
being  come  to  inform  her  Majefty  of  the  State 
of  Languedoc,  and  of  what  he  had  done  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  Commiffion  he  had  received  the 
Year  before  to  put  the  Edict,  in  execution  in 
that  Province,  he  fell  fick  and  died  a  few  days 
after. 

He  was  a  Prelate  of  vaft  Learning,  Eloquence, 
and  of  a  great  Capacity  in  the  Management  of 
publick  Affairs  j  illuftrious  by  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  Embaflies  in  moft  of  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
efpecially  in  Poland^  where  he  fucceeded  above 
all  expectation  in  the  Negociation  he  Was  charg- 
ed with,  to  procure  the  Crown  of  that  Kingdom 
for  Henry  Duke  of  Anjou.  He  was  a  Pattern  of 
Moderation,  and  countenanced  fo  Openly  the 
Reformed  Do&rine,  that  he  preached  at  Court 
after  their  way  at  the  beginning  of  Charles 
IXth's  Reign.  He  was  one  of  the  nine  Prelates 
fummoned  to  Rome,  on  account  of  their  Senti- 
ments concerning  Religion.  Happy  would  it 
have  been  for  him  to  die  fome  Years  fooner,  he 
would  then  have  died  in  the  Luftre  of  his  Glory, 
or  at  leaft,  had  he  known  how  to  renounce  the 
World  when  the  World  began  to  frown  upon 
him,  which  was  above  five  Years  before  ;  for 
King  Henry,  who  valued  the  Pleafures  of  the 
Court  of  France  above  all  the   Crowns  of  the 

World,' 
(g)  Thuanus  lib.  68,  pag.  32$. 


Book  VL  Reformed  Churches  in  France.        275 
World,  that  of  France  excepted,  looked  no  bet-  Henry Uf. 
ter  upon  his  Election  to  that  of  Poland  than   as  _  J579- 
a  kind  of  Exile,  and  henceforward,  he   bare  al-  goryXIiF 
ways  a  grudge  to  Montluc  who  had  procured  it  u— v^^j 
forhiai,  and  eftranged  himfelf  from  him.    Mont- 
luc himfelf,  who  knew  perfectly  well  the  Court 
and   the  King's  Difpofitions  towards   him,   did 
very  imprudently,  inafmuch  as  he  did  not  liften 
to  the  Voice  of  God,   who  forewarned  him  to 
found  the  Retreat  before  he  was   come  to  a  de- 
crepid  old  Age,  being  at  Court  amongft  a  Band 
of  Women,  and  defpifed  by  every  one  (b) ;    but 
there  have   been,   always,    very   few  Barzillais. 
He  left  a  natural  Son,  Balagny  by  Name,  Prince 
of  Cambray ;  and  was  75,  or  according  to  others 
J  J  Years  old.     His  Brother  Blaife   of  Montluc y 
Marfhal  of  France  ^haA  been  dead  above  twoYeais 
before. 

The  Queen  having  fettled  the  Affairs  at  Thou-  CXXIir. 
loufe,  and  recommended   to  the  Parliament  tiotc,°"tif'ua' 
to  be  fo  fevere  as  they  had  been  formerly,  at}d  Queen-M^ 
to  execute  the  Edict  more  impartially  than  they  tbers 
had  done  heretofore,  fet  out  and  took  her  way  Journey, 
through  Car  caff onne  \  where  having  likewife  fet- 
tled by  her  Prefence  the  Commotions  which  a- 
fofe  every  Day  in  Lower  Languedoc,   fhe  went 
into  JJauphine,  where  there  were   much  greater 
Heats  than  any  where  elfe.  ;  The  Marfhal  Dam- 
ville  attended  her  Majefhy  as  far  2&  Grenoble ^  and 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  waited  upon  her  in  that  City, 
In  order  to  prepofTefs  her  Mind  in  behalf  of  Mar- 
fhal de  Bellegarde,    during    his  Abfence,    whofe 
ambitious  Defigns  he  countenanced  in  fecret,  and 
to  palliate  the  befc  he  could   the  bold  Attempt 
which  the  faid  Marfhal  had  made  upon  the  Mar- 
quifate    of  Saluces',;-,  having   expelled  out  of  it 
Charles  Biraguesy  Brother  to  the  Cardinal. 

,      T.2  For 

{h)  Idem,  ibid, 


2jb     Hi/lory  of  the  Reformat 'ion ,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .III . 
Henrylll.     For  the  better  underftanding  of  this,  we  muft 
*5"9-     obferve,  that  for  the  Reafons  above-mentioned, 
goryXiu.and  for  others  which  we  mall  mention  prefently, 
t— -v— »- » Bellegarde  burning  with  an  immoderate  Defire  of 
CXXIV.  being  revenged  for  theAffronts  put  upon  him,  did 
card' '  At  not  meet  ^e  Deputies  at  le  Buys,  where  they  had 
"tempts.      appointed  a  Conference  ;    but  Des  Gordes  being 
dead,  he  went  to   Villeneuve  d*  Avignon,   where 
his  reftlefs  Spirit  plotted  to  feize  upon  Avignon 
itfelf,  which  Plot  was  very  near  to  fucceed  with 
the  Help  of  fome  defperate  Men  which  he  had 
fecured  to  his  Intereft  :    he  aimed  chiefly  at  get- 
ting into  the  Confidence  of  the  Reformed,  whofe 
Afliftance  he  wanted  to  execute  things  of  a  much 
higher  nature  •■>    for   the  confequence  of   fuch  a 
bold  Attempt  would  be,  that  having   done  fo 
great  an  Injury  to  the  Pope,  he  would  fall  of 
courfe  into  the  King's  higheft  Difpleafure,   and 
would  be  neceffitated  by  that  means  to  offer  his 
Services  and  Intereft  to  the  Reformed,   confe- 
quently  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  who  not  mif- 
trufting  him  would  readily  accept  of  his  Offers, 
and   join   their   Forces    together,   whereby   he 
would  be  enabled  to   fupport  his  Defigns,  and 
to  bring  them  to  an  happy  IfTue  *,    but  the  Plot 
was  feaibnably  difcovered,  and  fome  of  the  Com- 
plices that  could  be  apprehended,  put  to  death. 
However  Bellegarde  reaped  this  Advantage,  that 
going  from  Villeneuve  to  Piedmont,  he  contracted 
a  ftrider  Union  with  Les  Diguieres  \   which  was 
very  ufeful  to  him  in  the  Juncture  we  are  going 
to  relate. 

A  moft  honourable  Condition  had  been  pro- 
pofed  to  Damvi/le  by  the  Court,  to  difunite 
him  from  his  AfTociation  with  the  Reformed  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  dived  him  of  his  Go- 
vernment of  Lav.guedoc,  viz,  to  give  him  the 
Mar^ui&te   of  Saluces^  as  a  Tenure  from  the 

Crown 
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Crown  only  ;  and  that  he  fhould  refign  his  Go-  Henrylll. 
vernment,  which  fhould  be  divided  between  1 579- 
William  de  Joyeufe  and  Bellegarde,  the  firft  hav~  ^yXlli" 
ing  the  Upper  Languedoc  for  his  Share,  and  the 
other  the  Lower,  which  is  a  great  deal  more  con- 
fiderable.  That  Bellegarde  mould  refign  the 
Marquifate  of  Saluces,  with  the  Towns,  Citadels 
and  Caftles  thereof  into  Damvilk's  hands.  But 
this  Lord,  who  *was  cunning  enough  to  fufpect 
what  was  aim'd  at  by  this  Interchange,  difTem- 
bled  his  real  Intention*  and  gave  hopes  to  the 
King,  by  Bellegarde^  means,  that  as  fooii  as  the 
War  mould  be  ended,  he  would  accept  of  the 
Condition  propofed.  Peace  being  made,  feveral 
fecret  Conferences  were  held,  and  feveral  Mef- 
fages  paffed  between  the  Queen  and  Damville 
and  Bellegarde.  Many  Difficulties  were  ftarted, 
Damville  efpecially,  who  had  a  mind  to  cloak 
his  Refufe  with  fome  fair  Pretence,  oppofed 
Bellegarde,  who  was  very  earner!  with  him,  upon 
the  Promife  he  had  made  to  comply  with  the 
King's  Propofition,  that  by  the  Laws  of  the  King- 
dom, his  Majefty  was  not  allowed  to  alienate  any 
part  of  the  Crown's  Demefn.  Therefore  he  iniifted 
upon  the  abfolute  Necefiity  of  having  firft  the 
Confent  of  the  States  General,  and  that  the  Deed 
of  the  faid  Interchange  or  Conceffion  mould  be 
read,  publim'd  and  regifter'd  in  the  Parliaments 
of  Paris  and  Grenoble.  But  the  Queen,  who  had 
quite  another  Meaning  than  what  fhe  fpoke 
forth,  faid,  that  by  fuch  a  Method  nothing 
could  be  done,  and  that  it  was  better  to  begin 
with  the  Execution,  and  then  it  would  be  an 
eafy  matter  to  obtain  the  Confent  of  the  States 
and  the  Parliaments  •>  that  the  Execution  itfelf 
would  be  obnoxious  to  the  publick  Cenfure,  if 
it  was  not  done  with  the  greateft  Nicety  •,  there- 
fore fhe  thought  it  very  proper,  that  Bellegarde 
T   3  fhould 
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HenrylTI.  mould  refign  the  Places  he  was  pofTefTed  of  imme- 
Pot~G  diatety>  not  into  Damville' s  hands,  but  into  the 
goryXIIL  hands  of  one  of  the  King's  chufing,  by  way  of 
Sequefcration  ;  and  that.  Damville  fhould  do  the 
fame  of  his  Government;  and  that  both  the 
faid  Marquifate  and  Government  mould  remain 
fo  fequeftered,  till  the  Approbation  of  the  States 
and  Parliaments  fhould  be  obtain'd.  Whereby 
the  cunning  Princefs  intended  to  divert,  all  at 
once,  Damville  and  Bellegarde  of  their  own  Go- 
vernments, that  the  King  might  be  Mafter, 
afterwards  to  beftow  them  upon  whomfoever 
he  pleafcd.  Joyeufe  had  already  made  himfelf 
fure  of  the  whole  Government  of  Langnedoc  for 
William  his  Father,  Damville's  Deputy-Gover- 
nor ;  and  Efpernon  of  the  Marquifate  of  Saluces, 
for  Bernard  de  Nogarct  his  Brother. 

Now  Bellegarde,  blinded  by  his  Ambition, 
did  not  oerceive  the  Cheat,  whereof  Damville 
was  very  fenfible ;  therefore  burning  with  Ambi- 
tion, and  with  an  eager  defire  of  feeing  the  Ac- 
compliftimcnt 'of  that  Tranfaciion,  he  put  readily 
the  Town,  Caftle,  and  the  whole  Marquifate  of 
Saluces  into  the  hands  of  Charles  Biragues, 
whom  the  King  had  named  for  that  purpofe. 
Damville  refuiing  to  do  the  fame,  til!  the  States 
General  and  the  Parliaments  had  given  their 
Confent,  as  above-faid,  Bellegarde  few  plainly 
then,  but  too  late,  that  he  had  been  cheated  ; 
whereat  being  exafpera  Led,  he  contracted  iftricter 
Union  with  Les  Diguiercs  ;  and  having  crofTed 
the  Alps,  he  fortified  Carmanioks,  and  feveral 
other  Places,  unknown  to  the  King ;  and  being 
fenfible  that  now,  being  gone  fo  far,  it  was  not 
fie  for  him  to  defift,  at  the  Inftigatjoa  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  feigning  to  take  the  Defence  of 
the  Reformed,  he  treated  fecretly  with  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  State  {Spain  -,)  and,  in  order  to 
i ,  . .  conceal 
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conceal  the  better  his  Defigns,  he  levied  Forces  Henry  III. 
in  the  Valleys  of  Pragelas,  Angrogne,  and  Chie-  p  I579« 
rafco  alias  £>ueras,  the  Inhabitants  whereof,  forgoryXIIL 
the  moft  part,  profefled  the  Reformed  Religion  •, 
he  received  likewife  1200  Foot  and  300  Horfe 
of  Les  Diguieres,  commanded  by  De  la  Tour  de 
Gouvernet,  and  inlifted  part  of  the  .Troops  that- 
had  ferved  under  him  at  the  Siege  of  Nimes,  fo 
that  he  had  an  Army  of  6000  Foot  and  500 
Horfe,  with  twelve  Cannons,  with  which  he 
marched  directly  to  Saluces,  and  frighten'd  Bira- 
gues  fo  much,  that  he  retired  into  the  Caftle, 
leaving  the  Town  at  Bellegarde's  Difcretion,  who 
improving  his  Advantages,  forced  the  faid  Caftle 
to  furrender,  and  Biragues  to  return  into  France  ; 
and  foon  after,  all  the  other  Places  of  the  Mar- 
quifate  furrender'd  themfelves  to  Bellegarde  j 
who  after  this  Succefs  wrote  to  the  King  to 
excufe,  under  feveral  Pretences,  what  he  had 
done. 

Now  the  Queen  being  arrived  in  Dauphins^ 
this  Marfhal  durft  not  wait  upon  her  Majefty  at 
Grenoble ;  but,  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy's  means, 
he  obtain'd  to  have  an  Interview  with  her  at 
Monluel,  in  the  Country  of  Brejfe,  belonging 
then  to  the  faid  Duke ;  wherein  he  brought 
along  with  him  the  Deputies  of  the  Reformed 
of  Dauphine,  that  he  might  conceal  the  better 
his  Union  with  Spain  and  Savoy ,  under  his  out- 
ward Zeal  for  the  Proteftant  Intereft.  The  Queen 
faw  herfelf  obliged  to  feign  being  fatisfied  with 
the  Reafons,  good  or  bad,  he  gave  for  colouring 
what  he  had  done,  to  approve  his  Conduct,  and 
confirm  his  Authority  •,  then  he  treated  about 
the  Execution  of  the  late  Edict.  The  Deputies 
of  the  Reformed  made  feveral  heavy  Complaints 
of  the  manifold  Infractions  of  the  faid  Edict, 
and  Bellegarde  fupported  them  with  all  his  Might. 
T  4  How. 
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Hiftory  of  the  Reformation^  end  of  the  Vol.  III. 
•  However,  after  many  hot  Debates  and  Alter- 
cations, Things  were  left  in  the  fame  State  till 
the  King  fhould  be  thoroughly  informed  ;  and 
the  Queen  understanding  that  the  Favourites 
Credit  with  the  King  her  Son  increafed  every 
day  during  her  long  Abfence,  made  all  hafte 
me  could  to  return  to  Court  (g). 

About  the  fame  time  me  received  the  News 
of  Francis  Duke  of  Montmorancfs  Death,  a  Lord 
who  defer ved  the  better  the  King's  Favours, 
had  he  lived  in  better  Times,  and  under  a  better 
Government ;  either  if  one  confiders  his  extraor- 
dinary Love  to  God,  and  to  his  own  Country,  or 
the  Greatnefs  of  his  Soul,  his  Liberality,  Forti- 
tude, exquifite  Judgment,  Constancy,  ftrict  Ad- 
herence to  whatever  was  right  and  juft,  and, 
what  was  extraordinary  in  his  Time  for  a  Lord 
of  his  Quality,  his  Learning.  The  ancient  Jea- 
louftes  between  his  Houfe  and  Guife's  having 
been  renew'd  in  the  Civil  Wars,  he  oppofed, 
with  all  his  Might,  at  the  Beginning,  the  ambi- 
tious and  pernicious  Defigns  of  that  Houfe,  and 
iupported  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  his  Coufins 
the  Coltgnie's  Intereft,  whereby  he  became  fuf- 
pected  of  countenancing  the  Reformed  Religion  ; 
a  ftrenuous  Afiertor  of  the  King's  Authority,  he 
forced  the  Cardinal  of  Lorrain  and  the  Duke  of 
Guife  his  Nephew,  who,  in  defiance  of  the 
King's  Decree,  had  attempted  to  come  into  Paris 
attended  with  a  numerous  Retinue  of  their 
Friends  and  Vafials  in  Arms,  he  forced  them, 
I  fay,  to  fubmit  to  go  out  of  the  City.  But 
tho*  the  Guifes  fince  that  time  had  born  a 
Grudge  againft  him,  and  mifs'd  no  Opportunity 
of  being  revenged  upon  him,  nay,  tho'  they 
had  fought  to  undo  him  and  his  Family  utterly, 

at 

(g)  Id.  ibid.  Vidal  Vie  da  Connetable  de  Les  Diguieres, 
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Book  VI.  Reformed Churches  in  France.        281 
at   feveral   times,     efpecially    on    Bartholomew'* s  Henrylll. 
Day,  neverthelefs  he  was  fo  well  reconciled  with  p157?,' 
that  Houfe,  after  he  was  releafed  from  Pri Ton,  p^xill" 
that  the  Duke  of  Guife  attended  him  conftantly,  L— v—- 1 
even   for    whole    Nights  together,    during  his 
Sicknefs,  feveral  Months  before  his  Death.     He 
died  at  his  Cattle  of  Efcovan,    on   the  6th  of 
May,  of  a  lingering  Illnefs  which  had  returned 
upon  him,  and  which  he  had  contracted  in  the 
Baftile.     He   was   in  the   Fiftieth   Year  of  his 
Age.     His  Death  was  much  lamented,   even  by 
his  Enemies ;    he    was  judged  worthy   of  that 
Praife,  of  being  the  laft  true  Frenchman.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  his  Government  by  the  unworthy 
Villequier  (h). 

Bellegarde,  after  the  Queen's  fetting  out,  took  CXXVL 
his   way    through  Dauphine,  in  order  to  confer B    ,~, 
with   Les  Diguieres,   and  to  ratify  his  Engage-  Conference 
ments  with  the  Reformed  of  that  Province  ;  he  with  Les 
ihewed  forth  that  every  thins:  tended  to  a  Rup-  Diguieres, 
ture;    and  offering  his  Affiftance,  he  prevailed andDeath' 
for  fending  a  Deputation  to  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, to  require  that  if  he  accepted  of  his  Of- 
fers, he  would   be  pleafed  to   fend  him  a  full 
Power  for  acting  in  his  Name,    whenever  the 
Occafion   mould   require   it.      Montberault   was 
Bellegarde' $>  Deputy  for  that  purpofe,    and  Ca- 
lignon  was  fent  in  the  Reformer's  Name.    Mont- 
berault was  very  kindly   received  by  the  faid 
King,  and  difmiffed   with  fuch  full  Powers  as 
Bellegarde  defired  to  have  them  •,  as  to  Calignon, 
he  remained  at  the  faid  Prince's  Court. 

Bellegarde  was  arrived  at  Carmaniole  fince  the 
latter  end  of  September,  where  he  kept  a  Retinue 
almoft  Royal.  Several  Meffengers  came  and 
went  every  day  from  and  to  Milan,  and  other 
fufpefted  Places ;  the  wifeft  amongft  the  Re- 
formed 
[b)  Thuan.  lib.  68.  pag.  328, 
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Henry  III.  formed  queftioning  not,  but  that  there  was  fome 
P*£7qk _ Snake  in  the  Grafs.  Les  Diguieres  himfelf  had 
gory XIII.  wa™ed  the  King  of  Navarre,  that  he  faw  fuch 
<— v^— >  things  every  day  which  rendered  that  Marshal's 
Fidelity  much  fufpecled.  But  an  inopinate 
Death  puts  an  end  to  his  vaft  Dengns,  as  well  as 
to  his  Life,  and  delivered  the  Kingdom  of  an 
irreconcilable  and  dangerous  Enemy  (j), 
CXXVII.  Mean  while  the  King  of  Navarre  having  ap- 
Conference  pointed  a  Conference  at  Mazer  es,  there  came 
Zfm<  accordingly,  on  the  9th  of  November,  the  Mar- 
fhall  Damville,  (whom  we  mall  ftile  hereafter 
Duke  of  Montmorancy,  his  Brother  being  dead 
without  Male  IfTue)  jyAngennes  Rambouillety 
and  Abbot  Gadagne^  (whom  the  Queen  had  ad- 
joined to  the  faid  Marfhal)  the  Count  of  Car- 
main,  Cornujfra,  with  fome  others,  for  examin- 
ing, together  with  his  Navarrefe  Majefty,  the 
Complaints  of  the  States  of  Languedoc,  lately 
held  at  Carcaffone.  For  a  little  before  the  Re- 
formed had  feized  upon  feveral  Places  about 
Pezenac^  and  made  frequent  Incurfions  in  the 
Neighbourhood  ;  therefore  the  faid  Duke  re- 
quired before  all,  that  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre's Leave,  they  might  profecute  the  faid  In- 
vaders as  Difturbers  of  the  publick  Peace,  with- 
out being  deem'd  as  Infringers  of  the  late  Edict. 
The  fecond  Head  of  the  Requeft  was,  that  the 
cautionary  Towns  put  into  the  Reformed*s 
hands,  mould  be  reftored  to  the  King  at  the 
time  prefcribed  by  the  Edict.  After  feveral 
Debates  and  Altercations,  the  firft  Point  was 
granted  with  great  difficulty,  but  the  fecond 
was  flatly  denied.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that 
the  Queen  Mother,  either  of  her  own  felf,  or 
by  her  Minifters,  had  advifed  the  King  of 
Navarre  not  to  give  up  fo  foon  the  cautionary 

Towns 
(j)  Id.  ibid. 
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Towns  (/').     So  the  Matter  was  referred  to  theHenryllT. 
King,  to  whom  the  King  of  Navarre  had  fent  „  ^79- 
his  Deputies,  for  treating  about  the  faid  Reftitu-  gorvxni" 
tion. 

That  Prince  ftay'd  fome  time  longer  at  Ma- 
zeres,  to  hear  the  Complaints  of  the  Deputies 
of  the  Reformed  Churches,  againft  the  Non- 
Performance  of  the  Edict,  in  the  Name  of  their 
Principals,  and  to  take  proper  Meafures  accord- 
ing to  the  Circumftances.  The  Opinions  were 
various,  fome  were  for  renewing  the  War,  and 
others  not,  without  an  abfolute  Neceflity ;  at 
laft  it  was  agreed,  that  fince  nothing  had  been 
done  at  the  late  Conference  of  Monluel,  fince 
the  Articles  of  the  Conference  at  Nerac  were 
eluded  by  the  Parliaments  and  the  Governors  of 
Provinces,  they  ought  to  make  the  neceflary 
Preparations  for  War,  and  be  ready  at  all  E~ 
vents ;  that  however  they  would  delay  to  de- 
clare openly,  till  they  had  tried  all  friendly 
Ways  for  making  up  the  Differences  by  their 
Deputies  to  the  King  •,  and  if  they  were  difap- 
pointed  of  their  jutt,  Expectation,  then  the  King 
of  Navarre  mould  appoint  the  Time  and  the 
Day  for  beginning  the  War. 

Then  that  Prince  called  in  fecret  Anthony  du 
Pleix  Lord  of  Lecques,  Deputy  of  Languedoc, 
and  Calignon  Deputy  of  Daupbine,  and  gave  to 
each  of  them  a  Ducat  cut  afunder,  whereof  he 
kept  the  two  Halfs,  for  delivering  them  one  to 
Francis  de  Coligny,  Son  to  the  late  Admiral,  and 
the  other  to  Les  Diguieres^  with  Orders  to  tell 
them,  that  whoever  mould  bring  them  the  other 
Part  of  the  Ducat,  it  would  be  a  Token  for  be- 
ginning the  War,  and  they  ought  to  believe  and 
follow  the  Inftructions  which  fuch  a  Man  mould 
bring  them  from  him  ;  whereby  it  would  happen 

that 
(0  Id.  ibid.     Vie  du  Due  d'Efpernon,  torn.  i.  x 
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Henrylll.that  rifing  in  Arms  all  upon  the  fame  Day,  they 

*  5 79-     would  caft  a  greater  Terror    in  their  Enemies. 

gofyXIlI "That  done,  the  Conferences    were  ended,  and 

v_  -¥-  j  the  Deputies  went  home,  not  without  hopes  of 

coming  to  fome  reafonable  Agreement  with  the 

Court,  but  fully  refolved   to  prepare  themfelves 

for  War  •,  which  indeed  was  renewed  in  March 

next  following  (k). 

CXXVIII      On  the  2d  of  Auguft  was  held   at  Ftgeac  in 

The  Tenth  ^erCyy  the  Tenth  National  Synod  of  the  Re- 

St™"'  formed  Churches  in  France  i  Mr.  Ds  la  Faye, 
Minifter  of  Paris,  being  Moderator  •,  Mr.  Couet, 
Minifter  of  Villarmont  in  Burgundy,  was  Aflef- 
for  *  ;  and  Mr.  Francis  dc  la  Nouaille,  Elder  of 
the  Church  of  Genjac,  Secretary.  Nothing  very 
material  was  tranfacted  in  this  Synod,  unlefs  the 
Marriage  of  Eunuchs  and  of  the  Aunt  of  a 
deceafed  Wife  were  forbidden.  The  Names  of 
God,  Angels,  or  Offices,  and  fuch  as  appeared 
to  them  ridiculous,  were  forbidden  to  be  be- 
llowed upon  Children  at  their  Chrifrening.  Some 
Provifions  were  made  for  the  Maintenance  of 
poor  Students  of  hopeful  Parts.  The  National 
and  Provincial  Synods  were  to  be  held  once  a 
Year,  and  Colloquies  twice.  Publick  Penances 
were  to  be  ufed  very  feldom,  and  only  for  pub- 
lick  notorious  Crimes  No  particular  Church 
or  Province  was  allowed  to  make  any  Ordinance 
or  Regulation,  the  Subftance  whereof  mould  not 
be  conformable  to  the  General  Articles  of  the 
Church  Difcipline.  Dancing  was  forbidden.  It 
was  exprefly  order'd  to  be  uncover'd,  and  bow- 
ing on  the  Knees,  during  the  Publick  and  Family 
Prayers,  Cafes  of  abfolute  Neceflity  excepted. 
Ungrateful  Churches  towards  their  Paftors  were 

to 

(k)  Thuan.  ibid. 

*  N.  B.  The  Firft  Book  ngainft  Socinus  was  written  by 
this  JVir.  Coiict. 
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to  be  deprived  of  their  Miniftry.    The  Marriage  Henrylir. 
of  a  Catholick  with  a  Reformed  could  notbepr^9- 
celebrated  in  any   of  the  Reformed  Churches,  goryXIlf". 
unlefs   after   the   Recantation  of  the   Catholick.  u— v~*j» 
Party.     The  Seflions  ended  on  the  8th  of  the 
fame  Month. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Duke  of  Anjou  mads  CXXIX. 
another  Efcape  from  Court.  Since  his  Reconci-  The  Duke 
liation  with  the  King  his  Brother,  they  haAaffyo*s 
lived  together,  it  feemed,  in  a  friendly  way,x^* 
but  now,  upon  what  account  I  can't  find  out,  Court. 
and  againft  the  Opinion  of  his  moft  trufty  Ser- 
vants, on  a  fudden  he  took  Poft  early  in  the 
Morning,  after  having  fupt  with  his  Brother, 
and  lay  that  Night  in  the  Louvre  •,  and  tho'  it 
was  known  that  at  this  time  there  was  not  a 
perfect  Harmony  between  them,  neverthelefs 
liis  Defign  was  fo  little  fufpected,  that  many 
large  Sums  were  loft  upon  that  account,  many 
People  disbelieving  the  Report  thereof.  The 
King,  indulging  his  own  Idlenefs,  was  not  very 
forry  to  find  his  Brother  gone,  being  refolved  to 
deny  him  nothing,  provided  he  did  not  oc- 
cafion  any  Trouble  in  the  Kingdom.  The  Duke, 
on  his  fide,  required  nothing  elfe  of  his  Brother, 
than  that  he  would  ufe  his  beft  Endeavours  for 
promoting  his  Marriage  with  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  being  fet  out  with  a  fmall  Retinue,  he  em- 
barked for  England,  where  he  was  exceedingly 
well  received  by  the  Queen.  But  more  of  this, 
and  of  what  concerns  that  Prince,  when  I  fhall 
give  his  Character  in  its  proper  place.  It  was 
while  he  was  in  England  that  Bujjy  d'Amboife,  his 
Favourite,  was  killed  by  the  Count  of  Monforeau, 
for  a  criminal  Converfation  which  the  faid  Buffo 
bragg'd  to  have  had  with  the  Countefs  his 
Wife. 

An 
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Henrylll.  An  AfTembly  of  the  Clergy  was  held  at  Me- 
Potl7QrtJm->  witn  the  King's  Licence,  on  the  Beginning 
goryXIII.  °f  September,  for  the  Reformation  of  their  own 
*— -V-— » Body.      Arnold   de   Pontac,    Bifhop    of  Bazas, 

CXXX.  was  named  by  them  for  making;  Remonflrances 

$7he-  to  the  Kin§  uPon  that  Subie6t-  •' He  propofed  to. 
Clergy  at  his  Majefty  two  Remedies  for  curing  the  Difeafes 
Melun.  of  the  Church,  the  one  to  receive  the  Council 
of  'Trent ;  he  mewed  forth  that  very  great  A- 
bufes  were  committed  in  the  Choice  of  Bifhops, 
whereof  the  King  himfelf  was  guilty  •,.  that  there 
was  then  twenty-eight  Sees  deflitute  of  Bifhops, 
whofe  Revenues  were  enjoyed  by  Lay-men,  and 
that  the  Performance  of  Divine  Service  was  en- 
tirely neglected  in  them  ;  that  there  were  feveral 
in  Languedoc  and  Guienne,  wherein  the  Bifhops 
did  not  refide ;  that  a  vail  number  of  Abbeys 
were  likewife  in  the  hands  of  Lay-men,  and 
were  miferably  plunder'd  by  them,  to  the  great 
Scandal  of  the  World  •,  that  it  was  not  without 
Horror  that  he  was  forced  to  fay,  that  even  in 
the  King's  Council  a  Bifhoprick  had  been  be- 
llowed upon  one  of  the  Court- Ladies,  and  fe- 
veral other  Things  of  like  nature.  To  this  the 
King,  who  was  very  forry  to  have  granted  the 
Clergy  the  Licence  of  affembling  themfelves,  an- 
fwered,  that  as  to  the  Reception  of  the  Council 
of  Trent,  he  would  confider  of  it  maturely.  But 
as  to  the  Election  of  Bifhops,  he  would  take  care 
for  the  future  to  have  none  elected,  but  what 
fhould  be  recommendable  for  their  Life  and 
Learning  ;  and  to  have  every  thing  contrary  to 
good  Morals  feafonably  amended. 

His  Majefty  thought  to  have  put  a  (lop  to  the 
Clergy's  Proceedings  by  that  kind  Anfwer ; 
but  they  went  farther,  and  on  the  3d  of  October 
the  Bifhop  of  St.  Brieux  in  Br  it  any  had  his  Au- 
dience.    He  infilled  upon  the  Promulgation  of 

the 
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the  Council  of  Trent,  as  a  proper  means  of  ex-  Henrylll, 
tirpating    the  Herefies,    and   of    reftoring   the*S79- 
Ecclefiaftical  Difcipline,    that   the  King  mould  goryXIII. 
renounce  the  Concordate  made  between  Francis!. <— -v— «J 
and  Pope  Leo  X.  that  he  mould  reftore  to  the 
Chapters  the  Liberty  of  electing  their  own  Bi- 
fhops ;  he  expatiated  upon  that  Subject,  adding 
Threatnings  to   Prayers,    and  faying,    that,  ac- 
cording to  King  Clevis's  Prediction,  the  King- 
dom mould  endure  but  as  long  as  the  true  and 
Catholick  Religion  mould  flourifh  in  it,  and  that 
the  faid  Religion  could  not  fubiiir,  but  by   the 
abolifhing  of  the  Concordates,  and  the  publifh- 
ing  of  the  Council  of  Trent.     At  this  his  Majefty 
being  provok'd,  told  the  Bimop  of  St.  Brieux, 
and  fome   others  that  were  with  him,  Had  the 
Right  of  Election  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Chap- 
ters, would  you  have  been  elecled  BifJoops  ?    There- 
fore fince  they  enjoy'd  their  Dignities  by  his  own 
Favour,  they  ought  to  take  care  to  ufe  it  mo- 
derately, &c.  (I) 

The  Court  having  received  Notice,  that  the  CXXXL 
Duke  of  Savoy  had  already  parted  the  imaginary  The  King 
Conquer!  of  Switzerland,  between  himfelf  and  ^J '  *te 
the  King  of  Spain,   and  that  he  was  to  begin  by  Geneva 
Geneva,    which  was  in  Alliance  with  fome  oiunder  his 
the  Cantons,  becaufe  it  is  through  that  Place  that  Protedim, 
the  Switzers  fend  their  Succours  into  France, 
and  might  receive  fome  from  it ;  the  King  was 
advifed,  at  the  earneft  Inftances  of  the  Cantons 
of  Berne  and  Soluthurn,  to  receive  that  City  un- 
der his  Royal  Protection,  left  fome  other  Prince 
mould  feize  upon  it,  and  by  that  means  cut  off 
the  Communication  between  France  and  Switzer- 
land.    The  Treaty  for  that  effect  was  drawn 
at  Soluthurn,-  by  Hautefort  and  Nicholas  de  Har- 
lav  Sancy,  the  King's  Ambaffadors,  and  ratified 

By 
(/)  Thuan.  Jib.  68.  pag.  332, 
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HenryHI.by  his  Majefty,  on  the  16th  of  November.  The 
*579«    Leaguer sy   with  their  Adherents  and  Preachers, 
<roryXIII.  ^e&  not  to  cenfure  the  King's  Conduct  on  this 
i— v— j  Occafion,  but  their  Malice  was  obvious  enough  ; 
ftnce,  befides  the  ftrong  Sollicitations  of  the  firft 
Catholick  Canton,  (Soluthurn)  his  Majefty  faw 
himfelf,  in  a  manner,  forced  to  comply  with  their 
Defire,    unlefs   he    would   renounce   the   ufeful 
Alliance  he  had  with  the  Switzers  (m). 
iq8o.         No  Zeal  for  their   Religion    was  now  to  be 
C/!^XIa  ^een  among^  tne  Reformed,  Ministers,  Elders, 
Civil*     Deacoils»  an(i  the  common  Sort  of  People  ex- 
War.        cepted  -,  as  to  the  Nobility  and  Gentry,  Religion 
was  but  a  Name  and  a  Pretence,  and  the  Prince 
of  Condi  was  almoft  the  only  one  who  was  fin- 
cerely  perfuaded    of  the    Truth   thereof.     For 
which  Caufe  he  had  very  little  Acquaintance  with 
the  Politicians,  nor  even  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre himfelf,  and  had  a  Party  by  himfelf,  ei- 
ther becaufe  he   was  angry  with   the  faid  King, 
becaufe  he  had  given  his  Lieutenancy  to  the 
Vifcount  of  Turenne,  or  rather  becaufe,  being  a 
thorough  honeft  and  upright  Man,  he  efchewed 
the  Libertinifm  and  Debaucheries,  and  abhorred 
all  Frauds  and  wicked  Arts. 
The  fad        -^-t  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Navarre  nothing 
Condition  was  to  be   feen  but  Intrigues,    Amours,    At- 
°f  the       tempts  ;    in  a  word,  Queen  Margaret  was  the 

Navarre    S°ul  °f  &      The  Kin&  hef  Brother>    wh°  hated 

her,  wrote  to  the  King  her  Hufband,  and  let 
him  know  what  was  faid  in  the  World  concern- 
ing that  Princefs  his  Confort,  and  her  Conver- 
fation  with  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne,  fuppofed  to 
be  criminal.  But  the  King  of  Navarre  having 
a  greater  Regard  for  the  Circumftances  of  his 
Affairs,  than  for  any  thing  elfe,  ftiewed  the 
Letter  to  them  both,  and  fpared  neither  Prayers 

or 
(/»)  Id.  ibid.    Sponde  Hift.  de  Geneve. 
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or  Careffes  for  obliging  the  Vifcount  to  ftay  with^T111* 
him,  for  he  feigned  to  have    a    mind   to   re-*5  J? 

J  °  rope  Li  re- 

tire. _  goryXIII. 

Now  that  Princefs  being  provoked  to  the  laft  i».-v— a 
degree  againft  her  Brother,  improved  all  Op- 
portunities of  being  revenged  ;  for  that  end  (he 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  Arts  which  her  Mother 
had  fo  many  times  fuccefsfully  employed,  and 
informed  the  Ladies  of  her  Attendance  and  her 
Maids  of  Honour,  how  they  ought  to  behave 
themfelves  in  order  to  intrap  all  the  Cavaliers  of 
her  Husband's  Court,  and  even  himfelf,  who 
was  forced  to  bear  down  before  the  charming 
Fosse  use,  who  made  too  great  Improvement 
at  her  Miftrefs'sSchool.  Thefe  Sparks  were  the 
very  Firebrands  of  the  fixth  Civil  War  ;  which, 
for  that  Reafon,  was  called  The  War  of 
the  Sp  arks. 

The  Prince  of  Ccnde,    it  feems,  had  no  hand  La  Fere 
at  all  in   this  Refolution  of  renewing  the  War ;  f"rPr^ed 
neverthelefs  he  a&ed  at  the  fame  time,  as  if  he  p,.'„ge  0f 
had  concerted  with  the  King  of  Navarre.     Hecw<?. 
defired  earneftly  to  re-enter  into  his  Government 
of  Pkardy,  which  had  been  promifed  unto  him 
by  two  feveral  Treaties  ;    and    the    Court  took 
care  to  keep  him  always   in    hopes   of  being  re- 
ftored  to  it.     At  laft,  his  Patience  being  tired, 
he  refolved  to  right  himfelf;  and    by  means  of 
fome  Intelligences,  he  made  attempts  all  at  once 
upon  (qvqi\  or  eight  of  the  beft  Towns  of  that 
Province  •,  but  he  mifcarried  in  all,  La  Fere  ex- 
cepted, which  he  had  feized  in  November  laft, 
by  the  means  of  Liramont,  Mouy,  and  fome  o- 
ther  Gentlemen  [n). 

We  have  faid  above  that  the  King  of  Na- 
varre had  fent  two  Moieties  of  two  Pieces  of 
Gold,  one  to  Chatillon,  who  was  in  Languedoc, 

V.III.  Part II.        U  and 

(n)  Thuan,  lib.  62. 
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Henrylll-and  the  other  to  Les  Diguieres  in  Daupbine,  with 
1580.    Orders   to   give  credit  to   whomfoever  mould 

coryXlll.  bring  tliem  the  two  other  Moieties,  and  to  rife 
in  Arms  all  at  once  on  the  fame  day.  Now 
that  Prince  fent  thefe  Moieties  into  Languedoc 
and  Daupbine,  by  d'Aramcnt,  with  Orders  to 
be  in  readinefs  by  April  next ;  but  thofe  of 
Languedoc i  either  becaufe  they  found  the  time 
too  diort  for  making  all  the  necefTary  Prepara- 
tions for  a  War,  or  becaufe  being  at  a  diftance 
they  were  lefs  fenfible  of  the  Danger  which 
threatned  thofe  of  Guienne,  they  declined  too- 
bey  that  Order.  As  to  Les  Diguieres,  he  pre- 
pared every  thing  for  rifing  at  the  appointed 
Day. 

Then  the  King  of  Navarre  held  a  Council  of 
"War,  to  confult  by  what  Place  it  was  mod  pro- 
per to  begin  the  War  -,  and  whereas  the  Agenefe 
and  Quercy  had  been  beftowed  of  late  upon  the 
Queen  of  Navarre^  for  her  Dowry,  contrary  to 
the  ancient  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  whereby  the 
Princeffes  of  the  Blood  have  their  Dowry  paid 
in  ready  Money  ;  and  that  fhe  might  poffefs 
them  more  honourably,  the  King  her  Brother, 
who  would  buy  Peace  at  any  rate,  even  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Royal  Authority,  had  granted 
her  by  a  private  Charter  all  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown  upon  thefe  Provinces,  infomuch  that  me 
had  the  Prefentation  to  the  vacant  Bifhopricks 
and  Abbeys,  and  her  own  Chancellor,  Pibrac 
Prefident  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  was  the 
firft  who  enjoyed  that  Office. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Cahors  amongd  others, 
bore  very  impatiently  that  Innovation  •,  and 
whereas  they  had  been  always  implacable  Ene- 
mies to  the  Reformed,  whom  they  had  mod: 
cruelly  perfecuted  from  the  Beginning  ;  nay, 
mod  part  of  the  Inhabitants  had  dipt  their  own 

I  lands 
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Hands  in  their  Blood,  at  the  Maflacre  of  1572  :  Henrylir, 
therefore  they  fhewed  themfelves  moft  averfe  to  p1^^' 
the  King  of  Navarre,  dreading   to  receive   the  goryXIII. 
deferved  Punifhment  for  their   former  Cruelties  u— v-— . a 
andBarbarities,fhould  they  ever  fall  into  the  hands 
of  that   Prince  and  the    Reformed,  for    which 
caufe  they  had  obftinately  refufed  to  admit  him. 
Vezins,  of  whom  we  have  made  mention  in  the- 
third  Volume,  and  who  fayed  Refnier  after  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  way  from  the  MafTacre,  command- 
ed in  the  City ;  keeping   always   on  foot  1500 
Inhabitants,  well  armed  and  difciplined. 

Now  the  King  of  Navarre  thought  proper  Calo  >■:**■. 
to  begin  by  this  City,  knowing  very  well  that  ken  by  the 
the  good  Succefs  of  that  Undertaking  could  but  *•?"£  °f 
confirm  his  Authority  in  Guienne.  Therefore 
being  intirely  bent  upon  that  Expedition,  he  at- 
tacked the  Place  thefirft  Day  of  May,  and  blew 
up  two  of  the  Gates  with  a  Petard  (it  was  the 
firft  time  that  that  Piece  of  Ordnance  was  made 
ufe  of  in  France)  in  the  Night-time  ;  the  whole 
City  were  terrified  by  fucji  an  unufual  Noife, 
and  ran  with  their  Arms  into  the  publick  Place, 
moft  part  of  them  halfdrefs'd,  and  Vezins  ftark- 
naked  at  their  Head,  who  was  killed  at  the  firft 
On-fet  •,  but  for  all  that  they  were  not  diftieart- 
ned,  for  they  held  out  for  four  Days  together, 
defending  themfelves  from  one  Street  to  anotbq", 
till  at  laft  being  tired  with  Fatigue,  and  over- 
powered by  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  City 
was  taken,  moft  part  of  the  Inhabitants  put  to 
the  Sword,  and  their  Houfes  given  to  be  plun- 
dered by  the  Soldiery. 

At  the  Beginning  of  this  War  the  Reformed 
were  fuccefsful  enough  in  their  Undertakings. 
Montagut  in  Poitou,  and  fome  other  Caftles  in 
Xaintonge,  were  taken  by  them  :  Mendes  an  E- 
pifcopal  See  in  Gevaudan,  was  furprized  by  Cap- 
U  2  tain 
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Henrylll.  tain  Merle,  who  got  a  great  Booty  in  it ;  and 
p  I  g  Chanac  was  plundered  by  the  fame,  with  fome 
goryXiu.  other  Places  in  the  Cevennes,  and  in  Larigu  doc 
L~* v— >  and  Guienne,  which  were   reftored   to  the  King 

'  by  the  next  Treaty. 
The  King       But  the  taking  of  Cahors   having  thrown  the 
raifes        Court  into  a  Confternation,  fo  much  the  grc:-er 
totes.    r~  *^at  t^iey  exPe<^ed  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a  piece 
of  News,   becaufe  Queen   Margaret,  and   even 
Pibrac  himfelf,  being  deceived  by  that  Princefs, 
had  pofitively  aflured  his  Majefty  that  the  King 
of  Navarre    had  no   thought  of  renewing  the 
War ;  for  which  that  Magistrate*  thos  truly  in- 
nocent, was  in  great  danger  of  his  Life  :   That 
Event,    I  fay,  obliged   the    King  to  raife  three 
Armies,  the   ftrft  under   the  Command  of   the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  againft  Daupbine;  the  feccnd 
under  Biron,  againft  Guienne-,  and  the  third  un- 
devMatignon,  for  the  Siege  of  La  Fere ;  and  now. 
the  Scale  was  turned,  and  the  Reformed  reduced 
to  a  very  low  Ebb  every  where.     For  the  King 
took  care  to  publiiri  at  this  time  an  Edict,  where- 
by he  confirmed  all  the  former  granted,  in  behalf 
of  the  Reformed  ;  promifing  al?  manner  of  Se- 
curity to  all  thofe,  who,  willing  to  enjoy  the  Be- 
nefit of  them,  mould  live  peaceably  in  their  own 
Countries  and  Houfes,  without  taking  any  fhare 
in  the  prefent  Troubles  -,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
threatning  all  thofe  who  mould  rife  in  Arms,  to. 
have  them  purfued  and  feverely  punifhed  as  the 
Law  mould  direct,  as  Difturbers  of  the  publick 
Peace. 
Many  C7-       By  thefe  means  it  happened  that  many  Cities 
tje<  and    in  Languedoc  refufed  to  join  in    this  War    with 
mlTo"")  t^ie  -^n§  °^  Navarre  -,    and  Chatillon,  who  was 
#V,        Chief  of  the  Party   in  that  Province,  could  en- 
gage but  three  Towns,   viz.  Lunel,  Sommieresx 
and  Aiguemtrtcs*  to  declare  openly  for  the  War. 
•     ;  If 
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If  Nimes  followed  thatExample,'t was  only  becaufe  Henryllf. 
they  were  very  imprudently  provoked  by  tne  pj  Qre 
Catholicks,  who  made  frequent  Incurfions  to  theg0ryxiir. 
very  Gates  of  that  City  •,  Rochellc,  at  la  Noue's  v. 
Perfuafion,  refufed  to  contribute  any  thing  to- 
wards the  Charges  of  that  War,  which  they 
looked  upon  as  unjuft.  And  upon  the  fame  ac- 
count it  was,  that  the  Provinces  of  Normandy, 
IJle  of  France ,  Champaign,  and  Burgundy ',  refufed 
to  contribute  to  it..  But  befides  the  general 
Reafons  which  thefe  Provinces  had,  for  not 
fupporting  the  King  of  Navarre  upon  this  occa- 
Jfion,  there  was  another  which  hindered  mod 
part  of  the  Reformed  Nobility  and  Gentry  in 
Dauphine,  from  joining  Les  Digukres,  viz. 
their  Jealoufies  againft  that  Chief  j  every  one 
bf  them  thinking  himfelf  more  worthy  of  that 
Employ,  than  Les  Diguieres.  Nay,  they  carried 
their  Jealoufies  fo  far,  that  moft  of  them  joined 
with  the  Duke  of  Mayenne,  when  he  entered 
that  Province,  to  put  a  flop  to  that  General's 
Progrefs.  No  wonder  therefore,  if  the  Royal- 
lifts  got  the  better  every  where  ;  thofe  who  op- 
pofed  them  being  fo  weak,  and  even  difunited 
amongft  themfelves. 

The  Marfhal  of  Biren  flopped  fhort  all  the 
Forces  which  the  King  of  Navarre  oppofed  to 
him,  he  routed  three  thouiand  of  his  Men  at 
the  Battle  near  Montcrabel,  wherein  the  two  Sons' 
of  the  Marquis  of  Trans,  a  near  Relation  to  the 
faid  King,  and  Catholicks,  were  killed,  andpur- 
fued  the  reft  to  the  very  Gates  of  Nerac,  where 
Queen  Margaret  being  upon  the  Walls  to  fee 
the  Skirmiih,  'tis  faid  that  Biron  fired  fome  Vol- 
leys againft  the  faid  Walls  •,  whereat  that  Prin- 
Cefs  was  fo  much  provok'd,  that  fhe  never  for- 
gave him  afterwards.  The  Count  of  Jj.ide  re- 
took Montagut  in  Potion,  after  a  great  Refiflance. 
U  3  The 
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Henrylll.The  Duke  of  May  en  tie,  with  an  Army  of  feven 
'58°-    thoufand  Foot,  one  thoufand  Horfe,  befides  the 

coryXIJr  F°rces  °f  Daupbine,  and  about  eighteen  Pieces 
of  Ordnance,  bore  down  whatever  he  met  before 
him  in  Dauphine.  He  took  la  Mure,  a  ftrong 
Place  upon  the  Mountains  by  Capitulation,  after 
forty  Days  Siege.  Then  he  came  to  Grenoble, 
where  he  was  waited  upon  by  almofl  all  the  Re- 
formed Nobility  and  Gentry  of  that  Country, 
which  attended  him  every  where  while  he  was 
in  that  City,  and  in  a  little  time  he  pacified  that 
Province  •,  fo  that  what  others  before  him  could 
not  execute  by  feveral  Battles  and  great  Blood- 
shed, this  Prince  performed  by  his  Prudence 
and  great  Moderation.  Which  being  done,  he 
pafl'ed  away  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Year  in 
Feafts,  Balls,  and  Tournaments ;  and  made  him- 
felf  fo  popular,  that  he  commanded  the  Refpedfc 
and  Love  of  every  one.  Les  Diguieres  himfelf, 
having  received  the  neceflary  Security  for  his 
Perfon,  came  to  Grenoble,  and  was  moft  gracioufly 
received  by  the  Duke,  who  had  fo  great  a  value 
for  him  that  tho*  he  was  feveral  times  ftrongly 
foliated,  even  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Embrun,  to 
improve  that  Opportunity  to  deftroy  an  Enemy 
which  was  the  main  Support  of  the  Rebelli- 
ous Heretic ks  in  that  Province,  fo  he  ftyled 
them;  he  abhorred  the  Propofition,  and  declared, 
that  he  would  purfue  and  ieverely  punifh  whom- 
foever  mould  be  bold  enough  to  attempt  any 
thing  againft  a  Gentleman,  who  was  come  under 
his  Safeguard.  At  laft,  having  in  vain  warned 
his  Allies  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  Shadows  and  falfe  Appearances,  and 
having  refufed  to  treat  feparately  with  the  Duke, 
Les  Diguieres  fet  out  for  la  Serres,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  MefTenger  from  the  King  of  Navarre, 

who 
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Who  notified  unto  him  that  a  Treaty  was  on  footHemyill. 

at  Fkix.  PopelGre- 

Biron,  purfuing  his  Victories  in  Guienney  fur-  g0ryxilf. 
prifed  Mont  de  Marfan,  the  chief  Fortrefs  of  the 
King  of  Navarre  in  Beam,  and  granted  an  ho- 
nourable Compofition  to  the  Garifon,  which 
was  faithfully  kept :  He  took  likewife  feveral  o- 
ther  Towns,  Caftles,  and  FortrefTes,  and  would 
have  carried  his  Victories  much  farther,  had  it 
not  been  for  an  unlucky  Accident ;  for  as  he 
approached  rifle  Jourdan,  a  ftrong  Fortrefs  near 
Thouloufe,  his  Horfe  fell  upon  him,  whereby  he 
had  one  of  his  Legs  (which  was  lame  before) 
fractured  in  two  Places,  and  was  unable  to  do 
any  fervice  for  fome  time  5  and  tho'  he  had 
caufed  his  Son  Charles ,  a  young  Gentleman  of 
fifteen  Years  of  Age,  to  be  elected  to  command 
in  his  ftead,  whereby  the  Differences  which  arofe 
amongft  the  chief  Officers  of  the  Army  were  ap- 
peafed,  neverthelefs  he  performed  nothing  no- 
tice-worthy at  this  time,  either  for  his  Father's 
Sicknefs,  or  becaufe  an  epidemical  Diftemper 
raged  amongft  his  Troops  and  fwept  away  abun- 
dance of  Men  every  day. 

The  fame  Summer  another  thing  happen'd, 
very  prejudicial  to  the  King  of  Navarre's  Af- 
fairs. La  Reole  was  one  of  the  cautionary 
Towns  that  had  been  granted  to  the  Reformed, 
the  King  of  Navarre  had  intruded  the  Govern- 
ment thereof  to  one  d*Ujfacy  a  Nobleman  of  the 
Perigord,  a  Reformed,  and  a  learned  Man,  in 
whom  the  King  touted  mightily,  having  given 
feveral  Proofs  of  his  Fidelity,  Capacity,  and 
Courage.  Now  this  Gentleman  being  at  the 
Court  of  Ncrac,  while  the  Queen-Mother  was 
there,  he  fell  pamonately  in  love  with  one  of 
her  Maids  of  Honour  ;  but,  whereas  his  Face 
Was  very  much  homely,  the  Vifcount  of  Tu- 
U  4  renfiey 
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Henrylll.  renne,  who  was  then  a  young  Lord  of  twenty- 
IJ>&°-    two  or  twenty-three  Years,  undertook  with  fome 

eoryXIH otner  young  Gentlemen  of  his  Age  to  ridicule 
him.  But  the  word  was*  that  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, far  from  putting  them  to  filence,  joinedwith 
them;  and  being  very  witty,  helped  them  in 
their  Jeftings  and  Banterings  againft  that  old 
Lover  :  Nothing  is  more  feeling  for  a  Man  of 
Courage,  than  to  fee  himfelf  ridiculed  by  his 
own  Mailer.  UJfac  could  not  bear  to  be  the 
fport  of  the  Court*  the  King  of  Navarre  ap- 
proving of  it,  he  refolved  to  be  revenged  even 
at  the  Lofs  of  his  own  Honour,  and  Religion. 
He  went  away  into  Reole,  and  delivered  the 
Place  into  the  hands  of  Duras,  who*  out  of  fome 
Difcontent  had  forfaken  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  was  now  in  the  King  of  France's  Service. 

Some  Months  before*  the  fame  Prince  had 
loft  the  City  of  Agen,  much  upon  a  like  account  $ 
for  it  happen*d  at  a  Ball*  that  the  young  Lords 
of  the  Court  put  out  the  Candles,  to  be  more 
freely  faucy  with  the  Ladies,  whereat  the  Inha- 
bitants were  fo  much  offended,  that  they  delivered 
up  their  City  to  the  Marfhal  of  Biron. 

Indeed,  a  Prince  muft  neceiTarily  govern  and 
rate  his  Courtiers,  and  a  Lord  his  Servants ;  be- 
caufe  their  Vices,  generally  fpeaking,  are  afcribed 
to  their  Mailers,  who  are  thought  to  countenance 
them  either  by  their  own  Example,  or  otherwifs. 
Befides  that,  they  ought  to  refrain  from  railing, 
and  jefting  upon  their  Inferiors.  Such  a  word 
might  be  uttered  by  fome  Inferior  or  Equal, 
which  mail  not  affecl:  the  Perfon  upon  whom  it 
is  fpoken ;  but  which  will  prove  a  ftab  to  him 
when  it  comes  out  from  his  Prince's  Mouth,  and 
leaves  in  his  Heart  a  mortal  Refentment.  The 
Grandees  muft  not  flatter  themfelves,  that  their 
Subjects  or  Inferiors  are  obliged  to  bear  all  their 

Fro  licks ; 
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Frolicks ;    for  when  Honour  lies  at  the  flake,  Henry  III. 
the  more  the  Perfon  that  wounds  is  fuperior,  thep1*8^' 
larger  and  deeper  is  the  Wound  ;    juft  as  theg0ryxin. 
Impreflion  of  a  Body  is  ftronger,  when  it  is  of  a 
great  Weight,  and  falls  from  a  higher  Place. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  fojourned  not  long  at 
la  Fere  after  the  taking  of  it*  tho*  the  King  out 
of  policy  feemed  to  approve   of  what  he   had 
done  i   and  that  the  Queen- Mother  mould  be 
gone  to  him,  bringing  along  with  her  the  King's 
Confent  for  living   in  that  Place,  enjoying  the 
Title  of  Governor  of  Picardy,  provided  he  mould 
make  no  further  attempt.     Neverthelefs,  under- 
standing that  he  was  not  fafe  in  that  Place,   and 
that  it  would  be  invefted  very  foon  by  the  King's 
Army,  he  departed  immediately  about  the  latter 
end  of  March,  in    order  to   go  and   folicit  the 
Amftance  of  the  Reformed  and  Proteftant  Prin- 
ces of  Europe.      He  had   a   Conference    with 
Queen  Elizabeth,  here   in  England-,    with  the 
Prince  of  Orange^  at  Antwerp  ;    with  Cafimir^ 
and     other    Proteftant    Princes,     in    Germany. 
None  but  Cafimir  promifed  him  any  Afliftance 
upon  certain  Terms  ftipulated  between  them: 
Full  of  thefe  Hopes  he  returned   into  France, 
through  Switzerland  and  Geneva,  amidft  many 
Dangers  ;    for  he  was  arretted  and  ftripped  of 
every  thing  by  fome  Banditti  upon  the  Terri- 
tories of  Savoy,  who   did    not  know  him  ;    but 
being  arrived  in  Dauphine,  Les  Diguieres  furnifn- 
ed  him  with  Money,  and  every  thing  elfe  ne- 
.ceflary,  and  proceeded  into  Languedoc. 

All  the  Hopes  of  the  Reformed  relied  now 
upon  that  new  Army  of  Germans,  which  they 
expected.  The  King  dreaded  it  above  all  things, 
he  had  written  to  the  Prince  on  the  26th  of 
May,  and  upbraided  him  with  many  things, 
fome  indeed  were  too  well  grounded  :    He  irj- 

treated 
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Henrylll.  treated  him  to  return  fpeedily,  in  which  cafe  he 
1 580.  woyid  give  him  real  Proofs  of  his  fincere  Affeclii- 
aoryXIII  on-  Mean  while  he  caufed  his  Army  to  march  to 
fbefiege  la  Fere,  under  the  Command  of  Marrnal 
de  Matignon.  The  two  Favourites  Joyeufe  and 
d'Efpernotij  with  a  great  Number  of  Lords, 
came  to  the  Siege,  with  very  great  Equipages  ; 
and  all  Sorts  of  Provifions  arrived  there  every 
day  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  was  called,  The 
Siege  of  Velvet.  The  Place  was  inverted 
on  the  7th  of  July,  the  Siege  was  very  hot,  it 
lafted  for  fix  Weeks  together,  and  at  laft  the 
Capitulation  was  figned  on  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, which  was  exactly  obferved.  The  Duke 
of  /lumale  and  the  Duke  of  Guife  were  arrived 
in  the  Camp*  not  fo  much  for  fharing  the  Ho- 
nour  of  taking  that  Place,  as  Marfhal  of  Matig- 
non fancied  to  himfelf,  as  for  watching  over 
Quinquempoix  Count  of  Vignory,  who  being  in  the 
inmoft  Secret  of  Guife  and  the  League,  and  hav- 
ing been  defperately  wounded,  they  were  afraid, 
left  in  his  Agony  he  mould  reveal  fomething  to 
their  Prejudice. 

The  Reformed  being  unfortunate  every  where, 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  who  had  been  the  chief  In- 
ftigator  that  had  perfuaded  his  Sifter  the  Queen 
of  Navarre  to  renew  the  War,  was  likewife  the 
firft  who  advifed  the  King  his  Brother  to  grant 
Peace  to  his  Reformed  Subjects  •,  becaufe  he*  in- 
tended to  tranfport  the  Forces  of  both  Parties 
into  the  Low  Countries,  the  Sovereignty  where- 
of he  had  accepted  ;  whereto  the  King  having 
confented,  he  went  Poft  into  Guienne,  to  ne- 
gotiate ;  the  Place  of  the  Conferences  was 
appointed  at  Fkitu  a  Caftle  in  Perigord,  belong- 
ing to  the  Marquis  of  Trans.  There,  through1 
the  Cares  of  that  Prince,  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
pen  fier's* 
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penfier's,  and  the  Marfhal  of  CofTe,   whom  the  Henrylll. 
King  had  fent  after  his  Brother.     On  the  26th    !  5 8°- 
of  November,  they  agreed  upon  the  following  goryXIIL 
Articles,  which  were  approved  by   his  Majefty  u« ry— ^ 
in  the  Month  of  December,  at  Blots  *   where  he 
was  come  for  the  fake  of  the  Air,   becaufe  the 
Plague  raged  at  Paris  ;  then  they  were  publifhed 
and  regiftered  at  Paris  in  the  Parlia-ment,  the 
26th  Day  of  January,  1581  (0). 

Articles  propounded*  and  fet  forth  in  the  Affem- 
bly  and  Conference  held  at  Fleix,  near  the 
City  of  Sainte-Foy,  between  the  Duke  of  An- 
jou,  the-  King*s  only  Brother*  by  virtue  of  the 
Power  given  unto  him  by  his  Majejly*  and  the 
King  of  Navarre,  affjted  by  the  "Deputies  of 
thofe  of  the  pretended  Reform'd  Religion*  ta 
be  prefented  to  his  Majejly*  to  be  by  him*  if 
fuch  be  his  pleafure*  granted  and  approved. 
And  in  fo  doing  to  put  an  end  to  the  'troubles 
and  Diforders  happened  in  this  Kingdom  fince 
the  laji  Edicl  of  Pacification*  made  in  the  Month 
of  September*  15JJ,  and  the  Conference  held  at 
Nerac,  on  the  lafl  Day  of  February*  1579. 
and  to  rejlore  the  King's  Subjecls  in  Peace  and 
Vnion  under  his  Obedience  •*  and  fo  to  provide 
by  a  good  and  fpeedy  Execution*  that  hencefor- 
ward nothing  may  happen  among  them  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  faid  Pacification. 

I.  HTtHAT  the  faid  laft  Edicl:   of  Pacifica-  cXXXIU 

X     tion,  and  fecret  and  particular  Articles  Edict  of 
granted  with  the  fame  •,    together  with  the  Ar-  ««*• 
tides  of  the  aforefaid  Conference  held  at  Nerac* 
ihall  be  really  and  in  effect  obferv*d  and  put  in 

execution, 

(0)  Thuan.  lib.  72.  Mezeray  3e  Part.  Tom.  5.  p.  243 
—251,  Perefixe  Hiitoire  de  Henry  le  grand,  p.  54 — 62. 
Vidal.  HUt.du  Connewble,  de  Les  Diguieres,  liv.  ».  ^,3,4. 
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HenrvIII. execution j  in  all  and  every  particular  ;  which 
p  *58£re_fhall  hold  and  ftand  good,  not  only  for  the  things 
gory XIII.  happen'd  during  the  preceding  Troubles,  but 
;  alfo  for  fuch  as  fhall  or  have  happen'd  from 
the  time  of  the  faid  Conference,  until  now ; 
and  that  all  the  King's  Subjects  of  both  Reli- 
gions, fhall  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  the  Declarations, 
Grants,  Difcharges,  and  general  Pardons  con- 
tain'd  in  the  faid  Articles,  Edicts,  and  Conferen- 
ces, for  wha.t  has  been  done  and  committed,  ta- 
ken and  rais'd  on  either  fide;  during  the  prefent 
Troubles,  and  upon  the  account  thereof,  as  they 
Ihould  have  done  for  what  had  happen'd  during 
the  precedent  Troubles,  excepting  what  is  ex- 
prefly  derogated  to  by  the  prefent  Articles. 

II.  The  Articles  of  the  faid  Edict  concerning 
the  Re-eftablifhment  of  the  Catholick  Apoftolick 
and  Roman  Religion 3  for  the  Celebration  of  di- 
vine Service,  in  fuch  places  where    it   has  been 

difcontinu'd,  together  with  the  Enjoyment  and 
Gathering  of  the  Tythes,  Fruits  and  Ecclefialti- 
cal  Revenues,  mail  be  entirely  executed^  fol- 
low'd  and  obferv'd,  and  thofe  who  fhall  tranf- 
grefs  the  fame,  fhall  be  rigoroufiy  puniih'd. 

III.  In  putting  the  firft,  fecond,  and  eleventh 
Articles  of  the  Edict  in  execution,  the  King's 
Attorneys-General  fhall  be  enjoiri'd,  as  well  as 
their  Substitutes  in  Bayliwicks,  Senefchalfhips, 
and  other  Royal  Jurifdictions,  to  inform  againft, 
and  profecute  in  the  King's  Name  all  fuch  who 
fhall  move  Seditions,  fcfr.  and  in  publick  (hall 
utter  fcandalous  ExprefTions  or  any  wife  tranf- 
grefs  the  faid  Edicts,  Articles  and  Conferences, 
in  order  to  have  them  puniih'd  according  to 
the  Penalties  inflicted  by  the  fame  :  The  which 
being  omitted,  the  faid  Attorneys  and  Subftitutes 
fhall  be  refponfible  for  the  faid  Infractions,  in 
"heir  own  particular  Names,  and  depriv'd  of  their 

Places,' 
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Places,  without  ever  being  reftor'd  or  re-efta-  Henrylll. 
blifti'd  to  the  fame.     And  the  Biihops  and  otnerp^8Gre- 
Ecclefkfticks  fhall  be  required  to   keep  and   t0g0ryxni, 
oblige  the  Preachers  inftituted  by  them,  to  keep 
and  obferve  the  Contents   of  the   faid  Articles  ; 
and  his  Majefty  commands  the  fame  moft  ex- 
prefly  to  all  others  who  fpeak  in  publick,  on  the 
Penalties  contain'd  in  the  Edict. 

IV.  In  confequence  of  the  fourth,  ninth,  and 
thirteenth  Articles  of  the  faid  Edict,  all  thofe  of 
the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion,  of  what 
condition  or  quality  foever,  are  allow'd  to  be  and 
fafely  to  inhabit  in  all  the  Cities  and  Parts  of  this 
Kingdom,  without  being  difturb'd  or  profecuted 
on  account  of  the  faid  Religion,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever  •,  they  behaving  themfelves  ac- 
cording as  it  is  order'd  by  the  a'forefaid  Articles 
of  the  faid  Edict.  They  mall  not  be  oblig'd  to 
hang  and  adorn  the  Front  of  their  Houfes  on  the 
Feftival  Days,  on  which  it  is  order'd  ;  but  only 
fhall  fuffer  them  to  be  hung  and  adorn'd  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Officers  who  belong  to  thofe 
places.  Neither  fhall  they  be  oblig'd  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  Charges  for  the  Reparations 
of  Churches,  or  to  admit  Exhortations  when 
lick,  or  at  the  point  of  Death,  either  by  Con- 
demnation of  Juftice,  or  otherwife,  from  any  but 
thofe  of  the  faid  Religion. 

V.  The  firft  Article  of  the  Conference  mail 
hold  and  remain  in  force>  altho'  the  King's  At- 
torney-General be  a  Party  againft  the  High-  Juf- 
ticers,  who  were  in  actual  pofTeffion  of  the  faid 
Juftice,  at  the  time  of  the  Publication  of  the 
faid  Edict. 

VI.  In  executing  the  eighth  Article  of  the 
faid  Edict,  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  no- 
minate unto  the  King  four  or  five  Places  in  every 
Bailiwick  or  Senefchalfhip  of  the  Quality  men- 

tion'd. 
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HenrylH.  tion'd  by  the  Edict,  to  the  end  that  being  in- 
P  *5  g  form'd  °^  tne  Convenience  or  Inconvenience. 
goryXIII.  thereof,  his  Majefty  may  chufe  one  of  them 
;  there  to  eftablifh  the  Exercife  of  their  faid  Re- 
ligion, or  they  not  proving  convenient,  to  pro- 
vide another  for  them  within  a  Month  after  the 
faid  Nomination,  which  mall  be  as  convenient 
for  them  as  can  be,  and  according  to  the  Tenor 
of  the  Edict. 

VII.  And  as  to  the  Burying-places  of  thofe 
of  the  faid  Religion,  the  Officers  belonging  to 
thofe  Parts,  mall  be  oblig'd  within  a  Fortnight 
after  their  being  required  fo  to  do,  to  provide 
them  convenient  Places  for  the  faid  Interments, 
without  delays,  on  the  Penalty  of  five  hundred 
Crowns  in  their  proper  and  private  Names. 

VIII.  Letters- Patent  mall  be  pafs'd,  directed 
to  the  Courts  of  Parliament  for  the  regiftring  and 
obferving  of  the  fecret  and  particular  Articles 
made  with  the  faid  Edidt.  And  as  for  Mar- 
riages, and  the  Differences  that  (hall  arife  upon 
the  fame,  the  Judges  Ecclefiaftical  and  Royal, 
together  with  the  aforefaid  Chambers,  fhall  take 
cognizance  of  the  fame  refpedlively,  according  to 
the  faid  Articles. 

IX.  The  Taxes  and  Impofitions  that  mall  be 
laid  upon  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  according 
as  it  is  exprefs'd  in  the  third  Article  of  the  faid 
Conference,  fhall  be  executed,  all  Oppofitions 
or  Appeals  whatever  notwithftanding. 

X.  Thofe  of  the  faid  Religion  fhall  be  allow'd 
the  Exercife  thereof,  in  the  Cities  and  Places  in 
which  it  was  perform'd  on  the  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1577.  according  to  the  feventh  Article  of 
the  faid  Edict. 

XI.  The  King  mail  fettle  a  Chamber  of  Ju~ 
ftice  in  the  County  and  Dutchy  of  Guyenne^  con- 
£fting  of  two  Prefidents,  fourteen  Counfellors,  a 

King's 
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King's  Attorney  and  Advocate,  Perfons  of  worth,  Henrylir, 
Lovers  of  Peace,  of  Integrity,  and  proper  Abili-p^Q^ 
ties,  which  fhall  be  chofen  by  his  Majefty,  and  goryXIU. 
taken  out  of  the  Parliaments  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  Great  Council,  the  Lift  of  which  mail  be 
communicated  to  the  King  of  Navarre^  to  the 
end  that  any  of  them  being  fufpedred  Perfons,  it 
may  be  lawful  to  acquaint  his  Majefty  there- 
with, who  fhall  elect  others  in  their  room.  The 
faid  Presidents  and  Counfellors  thus  ordain'd, 
fhall  take  cognizance  of,  and  judge  all  Caufes, 
Procefies,  Differences  and  Tranfgreffions  of  the 
Edict  of  Pacification,  the  Cognizance  and  Jurif- 
di<5lion  of  which,  has  been  by  the  faid  Edict  re- 
ferr'd  to  the  Chamber  compos'd  by  the  fame. 
They  fhall  ferve  two  whole  Years  in  the  faid 
Country,  and  fhall  remove  their  Place  and  Sef- 
fions  through  the  Senefchalfhips  of  the  fame  e- 
very  fix  Months,  in  order  to  clear  the  Provinces, 
and  to  adminifter  Juftice  to  every  one  upon  the 
fpot.  Neverthelefs  it  has  been  agreed,  that  by 
the  Eftabliftiment  of  the  faid  Chamber,  thofe  of 
the  faid  pretended  Reformed  Religion  fhall  not 
be  depriv'd  of  the  Privilege  and  Benefit  which 
is  granted  them  by  the  faid  Edict,  by  the  Efta- 
bliftiment of  the  Bipartite  Chamber,  ordain'd  by 
the  fame :  The  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  of 
which  being  of  the  faid  Religion,  fhall  remain 
united  and  incorporate  in  the  Court  of  the  Par- 
liament of  Bourdeaux,  according  to  their  erection, 
there  to  ferve,  to  hold  a  Rank,  and  fit  from  the 
very  day  they  have  been  receiv'd  there,  and 
fhall  enjoy  all  the  Honours,  Authorities,  Pre- 
eminences, Rights,  Profits  and  Prerogatives,  as 
the  other  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  of  the  faid 
Court.  And  as  for  the  Provinces  of  Languedoc 
and  Dauphine,  the  Chambers  that  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  them  by  the  Edict,  fhall  be  eftablifh'd 

and 


3  04     Hijiory  of  the  Reformation*  and  of  the  Vol  .III, 
HenrylU.  and  conftituted  there  according,  as  it  is  fpecify'd 
1 580.    \n  the  fame,  and  by  the  Articles  of  the  faid  Con- 
soryXIIl"  ference  of  Nerac.     And  the  next  fitting  of  that 
1  of  Languedoc  fhall  be  in  the  City  of —  ■ 

And  that  of  Dmpbini  fhall  be  eftablifh*d,  ac- 
cording to  what  has  been  heretofore  ordain'd. 

XII.  The  faid  Prefidents,  Counfellors  and  Of- 
ficers of  the  faid  Chamber  mall  be  oblig'd  to  re- 
pair forthwith  to  the  Places  appointed  for  their 
Seffions,  there  to  exercife  their  Office,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  their  faid  Offices  ;  and  to  ferve  actual- 
ly, and  re  fide  in  the  faid  Chambers,  without  de- 
parting or  abfenting  from  thence  without  leave, 
regiftred  in  the  faid  Chambers,  which  (hall  judge 
in  the  Afiernbly  about  the  Caufes  of  the  Ordi- 
nance. And  the  faid  Catholick  Prefidents, 
Counfellors  and  Officers  fhall  be  continu'd  there 
as  long  as  can  be,  and  as  the  King  fhall  think 
it  neceffary  for  his  Service,  and  for  the  Pub  lick 
Good  :  And  in  licenfing  the  one,  others  fhall  be 
put  in  their  places  before  their  departure. 

XIII.  All  Sovereign  and  other  Courts  of  this 
Kingdom  are  forbidden  to  take  cognizance,  and 
judge  ProcefTes,  either  civil  or  criminal,  in  which 
thole  of  the  faid  Religion  are  concern'd,  until 
the  Day  on  which  the  faid  Chambers  fhall  fit,  or 
afterwards,  on  pain  of  Nullity,  Charges,  Damages, 
and  Intereft  of  the  Parties,  unlefs  they  mould  ap- 
peal of  their  own  accord  to  the  faid  Courts,accord  •» 
ing  to  the  twenty-fixth  Article  of  the  faid  Edict, 
and  the  fixth  and  feventh  of  the  faid  Conference. 

XIV.  The  King  fhall  provide  valuable  Aflig- 
nations  towards  the  Chargts  of  Juftice  of  the 
faid  Chambers,  and  fhall  reimburfe  himfelf  upon 
the  Eftates  of  the  Condemn'd. 

XV.  The  King  fhall,  as  foon  as  poflible  can  be, 
make  a  Regulation  batween  the  faid  Courts  of 
Parliament  and  the  faid  Chambers,    according 

to 
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to  the  Edict,  and    the   fifth  Article  of  the  faid  Henryllf . 
Conference,    and  confult  fome   Presidents    and'$8° 
CounfelJors  of  the  faid  Parliaments   and  Cham-  goryXUI. 
bers  about  it.     Which    faid  Regulation  mail   be  < 
kept  and  obferv'd,  without  regard  to  thofe  that 
have  preceded  it. 

XVI.  Neither  mail  the  faid  Courts  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  other  fovereign  and  inferiour  Courts, 
take  cognizance  of  what  mall  be  depending  and 
introduc'd  into  the  faid  Chambers,  which  they 
ought  to  determine  according  to  the  Edict,  on 
pain  of  Nullity  of  the  Proceedings. 

XVII.  In  fuch  Chambers  where  there  mall  be 
Judges  of  both  Religions,  the  Proportion  of 
Judges  and  Judgments  mall  be  obferv*d  accord- 
ing to  their  Eftahlifhment,  unlefs  the  Parties  con- 
fent  to  the  contrary. 

XVIII.  The  Recufations  or  Challenges  pro- 
pos'd  againft  the  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  of 
the  faid  Chambers  ofGuienne,  an&Languedoc,  and 
Dauphin^  fhall  be  allow'd  to  the  Number  of  fix, 
to  which  Number  the  Parties  fhall  be  reftrain'd, 
otherwife  they  mall  go  forward  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  faid  Challenges. 

XIX.  The  Prefidents  and  Counfeliors  of  the 
faid  Chambers  fhall  hold  no  private  Councils 
out  of  their  AfTembly  ;  in  which  alfo  the  Pn> 
pofitions,  Deliberations  and  Refolutions  relating 
to  the  Publick  Good  fhall  be  made,  as  well  as 
thofe  relating  to  the  particular  State  and  Policy 
of  the  faid  Cities  where  the  faid  Chambers 
fhall  be. 

XX.  All  the  Judges  to  whom  the  Execution 
of  Decrees  and  other  Commifhons  of  the  faid 
Chambers  fhall  be  directed,  together  with  all  the 
MefTengers  and  Serjeants,  fhall  be  obliged  to  put 
them  in  execution.  And  the  faid  MefTengers 
and  Serjeants  fhall  ferve  all  Warrants  through - 

V.III.  Part II.        X  Qm 
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Henrylll.out  the   Kingdom,    without    requiring    placet^ 
1580.     vjja^  nor  pareatis,  on  pain  of  being  fufpended, 
goryXIILand  °f  Paynig  tne  LofTcs,  Damages  and  Interefts 
of  the  Parties,  the  Cognizance  whereof  mail  ap- 
pertain to  the  {aid  Chambers. 

XXI.  No  Evocation  or  Removal  of  Caufes, 
the  trial  of  which  is  refer'd  to  the  faid  Cham- 
bers, mall  be  allow'd,  unlefs  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
Ordinances,  the  Return  whereof  mail  be  made 
to  the  neareft  Chamber  eftablifh'd,  according  to 
the  Edict.  And  upon  the  Revocation  of  the 
Removal,  and  the  Annihilation  of  the  Proceed- 
ings made  upon  the  fame,  Juftice  mail  be  done 
by  the  King,  at  the  requeft  of  the  Parties  ;  and 
the  IfTues  of  Suits  of  the  faid  Chambers  mail  be 
try'd  in  the  next  Chamber,  obferving  the  pro- 
portion and  form  of  the  faid  Chambers,  whence 
the  Procefles  proceed. 

XXII.  The  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Provinces 
of  Guienne,  Langnedoc  and  Daupbine,  the  recep- 
tion of  which  belongs  to  the  Courts  of  Parlia- 
ment, if  they  be  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform9 d 
Religion,  may  be  examin'd  and  receiv'd  in  the 
Chamber  of  the  Edict,  and  none  but  the  King's 
Attorneys-General,  and  thofe  plac'd  in  the  faid 
Offices,  (hall  be  allow'd  to  oppofe  and  make  them- 
felves  Parties  againft  their  Reception  :  And  up* 
on  the  Refufai  of  the  faid  Parliaments,  the  Of- 
ficers mail  take  the  faid  Oaths  in  the  faid 
Chambers. 

XXIII.  Such  of  the  faid  Religion  as  have 
refign'd  their  Places  and  Offices  out  of  fear  of 
the  Troubles,  fince  the  24th  of  Auguft,  1572. 
to  whom  by  reafon  thereof,  fome  Promifes  have 
been  made  :  The  faid  Promifes  being  verified 
by  them,  Proviiion  mail  be  made  for  them  by 
Law,  according  to  reafon. 

XXIV. 
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XXIV.  The  forty-fixth  Article  of  the  faid  E-  Henryfll. 
diet  (hall   be  entirely  executed,  and   fhall   be  of^'J 8Qre 
force  for  the  Difcharge   of  Arrears  and  Contri-g0ryxm. 
butions,  and  all  other  Sums  impos'd  during  the 
Troubles. 

XXV.  All  Deliberations  made  in  the  Courts 
of  Parliament,  Letters,  Remonftrances,  and  other 
things  contrary  to  the  faid  Edid  of  Pacification 
and  Conference,  mail  be  rais'd  out  of  the  Re- 
gifters. 

XXVI.  The  ProcefTes  of  Vagabonds  mall  be 
tried  by  Prefidial  Judges,  Provoft,  Marfhal,  and 
Vice-Senefchals,  according  to  the  twenty-fifth 
Article  of  the  faid  Edict,  and  the  eighth  of  the 
faid  Conference.  And  as  for  the  Houfholders 
in  the  Provinces  of  Guienne^  Languedoc,  and 
Daupbine,  the  Substitutes  of  the  King's  Attor- 
neys-General in  the  faid  Chambers  fhall  at  the 
requeft  of  the  faid  Houfholders,  caufe  the  Indict- 
ments and  Informations  made  againft  them,  to  be 
brought  into  the  fame,  to  know  and  determine 
whether  the  Cafes  are  liable  to  Provoft  Courts, 
or  not,  that  afterwards  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  Crimes,  they  may  be  return'd  by  the  faid 
Chambers,  to  be  try'd  by  the  ordinary  Judges, 
or  by  the  provoftal  Judges,  as  they  fhall  find  it 
proper.  And  the  faid  Prefidial  Judges,  Pro- 
vofts  Marfhal,  and  Vice-Senefchals  fhall  be  ob- 
lig'd  to  refpect,  obey,  and  fulfil  the  Commands 
they  fhall  receive  from  the  faid  Chambers,  as 
they  ufe  to  do  thofe  of  the  faid  Parliaments,  on 
pain  of  Forfeiture  of  their  Places. 

XXVII.  The  Ruins  and  Difmantlings  of  all 
Cities  that  have  been  demolifh'd  during  the 
Troubles,  may  be  by  the  King's  Leave  rebuilt 
and  repair 'd  by  the  Inhabitants,  at  their  own 
Charge  and  Expence,  according  to  the  fiftieth  Ar- 
ticle of  the  Edict. 

X  2  -         XXVIII, 
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Henrylll.  XXVIII.  The  like  Difcharges  and  Pardons 
pJJJQre_fhaIi  be  granted  in  refpect  to  the  things  done 
gor/XIM.  and  happen'd  on  both  fides  fince  the  faid  Con- 
1  ference  until  now,  as  are  contain'd  in  the  faid 
Edict,  in  the  fifty-fifth  Article,  all  Proceedings, 
Sentences,  and  Decrees,  and  whatever  has  fol- 
io w'd  thereupon  notwithftanding;  which  fhall  be 
declar'd  null  and  of  no  effect,  as  things  never 
happen'd,  derogating  in  refpect  to  that  to  what  is 
contain* d  in  the  25th  Article  of  the  faid  Confe- 
rence ;  the  which  notwithftanding  fhall  remain 
in  full  force  and  vertue  for  the  future.  In  which 
Pardons  fhall  be  included  the.  taking  of  Bazaz 
and  Langon  :  The  flrft  taken  during  the  War  in 
the  Year  1576,  and  the  other  after  the  faid  Con- 
ference of  Nerac,  and  what  has  enfued  thereup- 
on, all  Judgments  and  Decrees  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding. 

XXIX.  After  the  Publication  of  the  faid  E- 
diet,  in  that  part  where  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou 
fhall  be,  all  Forces  and  Armies  on  both  fides 
fhall  feparate  and  retire  ;  and  after  their  being 
retir'd,  that  is,  after  the  French  Forces  are  dif- 
banded  and  difmifTed,  and  the  Foreigners  gone 
out  of  the  Government  of  Guienne,  in  order  to 
march  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

After  the  Cities  hereafter-men tion'd  fhall  be 
deliver'd  into  the  hands  of  the  faid  Duke  of  An- 
jou,  the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  thofe  of  the 
faid  Religion,  and  others  who  have  been  engag'd 
in  their  Party,  fhall  be  oblig'd  to  deliver  into  the 
hands  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou,  the  Cities  of 
Mande,  Cahors,  Monfegus,  S.  Million,  and  Mont- 
.  aigu  :  Which  Mont-aigu  fhall  be  difmantled  as 
focn  as  it  is  delivered  to  the  faid  Duke  of 
Anjou. 

XXX.  Immediately  after  the  Delivery  of  the 
£ud  Cities,  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou  fhall  caufe  to 
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be  deliver'd  unto  the  faid  King  of  Navarre,  the  Henry II r. 
Houfes,  Cities,  and  Caftles  belonging  unto  him, p'*  Qr£_ 
which  he  fhall  have  m  the  Condition  ordain'd  bygoryxnr. 
the  Edict,   and  the  Articles   of  the  faid  Confe- 
rence. 

•  XXXI.  And  the  King  fhall  at  the  fame  time 
order  the  City  and  Cattle  de  la  Reolle  to  be  de- 
liver'd into  the  hands  of  the  faid  Duke  of  An- 
jou, who  mall  be  refponfible  to  his  faid  Majefty 
for  the  fame,  and  fhall  give  it  in  keeping  to  the 
Vice-comte  of  I'urenne,  who  fhall  enter  into  fuch 
Obligations,  and  make  fuch  promifes  as  the  faid 
Duke  of  Anjou  fhall  require  to  return,  and  re- 
deliver it  into  his  hands  in  order  to  his  reftoring 
it  to  his  Majefty,  in  cafe  within  two  Months 
after  the  faid  Publication,  the  Cities  yielded  in 
the  faid  Conference,  feated  in  Guienne,  fhould 
not  be  deliver'd  by  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion,  in 
the  condition  mention'd  by  theArticTes  of  the  faid 
Conference  :  In  refpect  to  which  Cities  at  prefent, 
flill  in  pofleflion  of  thofe  of  the  faid  Religion, 
and  left  to  them  by  the  faid  Conference,  the 
faid  King  of  Navarre,  and  thofe  of  the  faid  Re- 
ligion, fhall  promife  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou,  who 
will  engage  his  word  to  the  King  for  it,  to  march 
the  Garifons  out  of  them,  and  to  reftore  them  in 
the  condition  they  ought  to  be  by  the  faid  E- 
dict  and  Conference,  viz.  Thofe  of  the  Country 
of  Guienne  within  the  faid  two  Months  after  the 
Publication  of  the  faid  prefent  Articles  made  in 
thofe  parts  where  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou  mall 
be,  and  thofe  of  Languedoc,  within  three  Months 
after  the  faid  Publication  made  by  the  Governor 
or  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province,  without 
any  Delays,  Put-offs,  or  Difficulties,  upon  any  ac- 
count or  pretence  whatever.  And  as  to  the  Li- 
berty and  Guard  of  the  faid  Cities,  they  fhall 
obferve  what  is  enjoin'd  them  by  the  faid  Article 
X  3  of 
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Henrylll.  of  the  faid  Conference.  And  they  fhall  do  the 
_"58""  fame  for  thofe  that  have  been  given  them  in 
gorvXIIL  keeping  for  their  furety  by  the  faid  Edict,  and 
they  mail  nominate  unto  his  Majefty  Perfons, 
whofe  Manners,  Qualifications,  and  Conditions 
are  anfwerable  to  what  is  requir'd  by  the  Edict, 
to  command  in  the  fame,  and  they  mail  be  ob- 
liged and  bound  to  leave  and  to  reftore  them 
in  the  condition  mention'd  by  the  faid  Edict, 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  term  of  time  that  was  granted  them 
by  the  fame,  according  to  the  Form,  and  under 
the  Penalties  therein  contain'd. 

XXXII.  All  other  Cities,  Places,  Caftles,  and 
Houfes  belonging  to  the  King,  and  to  Ecclefiaf- 
ticks,  Lords,  and  Gentlemen,  and  other  his 
Majefty's  Subjects  of  both  Religions ;  together 
with  their  Titles,  Papers,  Inftructions,  and  other 
things  whatever,  fhall  be  reftor'd  in  the  condi- 
tion ordain'd  by  the  Edict  and  Articles  of  the 
Conference,  into  the  hands  of  the  Owners  there- 
of, immediately  after  the  faid  Publication  of  the 
faid  prefent  Articles,  to  leave  them  the  free  En- 
joyment and  PorTeffion  thereof,  as  they  had  it 
before  their  being  difpofTefs'd,  on  the  Penalties 
contain'd  in  the  faid  Edict  and  Articles,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Right  of  Propriety  were  difputed. 
And  fhall  clear  the  faid  Cities,  Places,  and  Caftles 
of  all  Garifons,  to  which  end  the  Articles  of 
the  Edict  and  Conference  concerning  the  Go- 
vernments and  Garifons  of  the  Forts  and  Caftles 
of  the  Provinces,  Cities  and  Caftles,  fhall  be 
executed  according  to  their  Form  and  Tenor. 

XXXIII.  For  the  effecting  of  which  the  faid 
Duke  of  Anjou  has  promis'd  to  remain  into  the 
laid  Country  of  Guienne,  during  the  faid  time  of 
two  Months,  to  execute  and  caufe  the  faid  Edict 
and  Articles  to  be  put  in  execution,  according  to 

the 
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the  Power  given  unto  him  by  his  faid  Majefty,  HenrylH. 
the  which  mall  be  publifh'd  to  that  end,  and  a  p*]>  Qre_ 
Council  of  capable  and  fit  Perfons  eftabliih'd  a-g0ryXlil. 
bout  his  Peribn. 

XXXIV.  The  forty-eighth  Article  of  the  faid 
Edict,  concerning  57?^  Liberty  of  Commerce^  and 
the  abolifhing  of  all  new  'Tolls  and  Sub/idies,  im- 
pos'd  by  any  Authority  but  the  King's,  mail  be 
obferv'd  and  effected  :  And  in  confederation  of 
the  Abufes  and  Infractions  made  to  the  Edict 
lince  the  Publication  thereof,  in  relation  to  the 
Salt  of  Pecquaiz,  Prohibitions  mail  be  made  to 
all  Perfons,  of  what  Quality  or  Condition  fo- 
ever,  directly  to  hinder  the  Draggage  of  Salt  of 
Pecquaz'z,  to  impofe,  exact,  or  raife  any  Subfidies, 
either  upon  Marches,  upon  the  River  Rhone* 
or  elfewhere,  in  any  place  or  kind  foever,  with- 
out exprefs  leave  from  his  Majefty,  on  pain  of 
Death. 

XXXV.  All  pieces  of  Ordnance  belonging 
to  his  Majefty,  that  have  been  taken  during  the 
prefent  and  precedent  Troubles,  mail  be  reitor'd. 
immediately,  according  to  the  forty-third  of  the 
iecret  Articles. 

XXXVI.  The  thirtieth  Article  of  the  faid  E- 
dict,  concerning  Prifoners  and  Ranfoms,  mail 
be  follow'd  and  obferv'd  in  relation  to  thofe 
who  have  been  made  Prifoners  fince  the  renew- 
ing of  the  War,  and  have  not  been  yet  de- 
liver'd. 

XXXVII.  The  King  of  Navarre  and  Prince 
of  Conde,  mall  effectually  enjoy  their  Govern- 
ments, according  to  what  is  fpecify'd  by  the 
faid  Edict,  and  fecret  Articles. 

XXXVIII.  The  railing  of  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  Livres,  which  was  granted  and  allow'd  by 
the  faid  Articles,  mail  be  continu'd  according  to 
the  Commiftions  that  have  been  iiTued  out  fince 

X  4  by 
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Henrylll.by  virtue  thereof,  to  which  his  Majefty  fhall  be 
Pot  Gr  _mtreated  t0  ac^  trie  Sums  of  forty-five  thoufand 
goryXIIl.Livres,  furnim'd  and  advanc'd  by  the  Sieur  do 
\—-v-mJ,la  None. 

XXXIX.  The  twenty-fecond,  twenty-third, 
and  twenty-fourth  of  the  Secret  Articles,  agreed 
on  at  Bergerac,  concerning  the  Oaths  and  Pro- 
mifes  to  be  made  by  the  King,  the  Queen  his 
Mother,  the  Duke  of  Anjou  his  Brotner,  the 
King  of  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of  Condi,  fhall 
be  reiterated  and  accomplifrVd. 

XL.  The  Princes  of  the  Blood,  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  Governors,  and  Lieutenants-General, 
Bailiffs,  Senefchals  of  the  Provinces,  and  prin-j 
cipal  Magi  ft  rates  of  this  Kingdom,  fhall  fwear 
and  promife  to  caufe  the  faid  Edicts,  and  prefent 
.  Articles,  to  be  kept  and  obfery'd,  to  employ 
themfelves  and  ufe  their  endeavours,  every  one 
in  their  fta.ion,  for  the  punifhing  of  t|ie  In- 
fractor?. 

Xl,I,  The  Courts  of  Parliament  in  bodies 
Avail  take  the  fame  Oath,  which  fhall  be  reiterat- 
ed at  every  new  Entry,  which  fhall  be  made  once 
a  year,  on  the  Feftival  of  St.  Martin,  at  which 
they  mail  caufe  the  faid  Edict  to  be  read  and 
republifh'd. 

XLII.  The  Senefchals  and  Officers  of  the  Se? 
nefchalfhips  and  prefidial  Tribunals  fhall  alfo  take 
the  fame  Oath  in  a  body,  and  fhall  reiterate  it, 
and  caufe  the  faid  Edict  to  be  read  and  pub- 
lihVd  again  on  every  firft  day  of  Jurifdiction 
after  Epiphany,  or  Twelfth-day. 

XLIII.   The  Provofts,  Majors,   Jurors,  Con* 

i  fuls,  Capitouls  and  Sheriffs  of  Cities,  ihall   take 

%  the  like  Oath  in  a  publick  Place,  to  which  they 

/hall  fummon  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  both 

Religions,  and  fhall  reiterate  the  fame  at  every 

new  Election  of  the  faid  Offices. 

XLIV. 
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XLIV.  All  the  above- mention'd,  and  all  o-  HenryllL 
ther  Subjects   whatever    of  this    Kingdom,    of  „  l^°- 
what  Quality  foever,  mall  depart  from,  and  re  goryXIlI. 
nounce   all    Leagues,   ArTociations,    Fraternities  ^ 
and  Intelligences,  both  within  and  without  the 
Kingdom  :  And  mall  fwear  to  make  none  here- 
after, or  adhere  to  any,   nor  otherwife   to  tranf- 
gref-,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  faid  Edict,  Ar- 
ticles and  Conferences,  on  the   Penalties  therein 
mention'd. 

XLV.  All  Officers  Royal,  and  others,  Majors, 
Jurats,  Capitouls,  Confuls,  and  Sheriffs,  mall  an- 
swer in  their  own  and  private  Names,  for  all 
the  Infractions  that  mall  be  made  of  the  faid 
Edict,  for  want  of  punilhing  of  the  Infractors, 
both  in  a  Civil  and  Corporal  manner,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  Offence. 

XLVI.  And  for  the  remainder  of  what  is 
contain'd  and  ordain'd  by  the  faid  Edicts,  Con- 
ferences, and  Articles,  it  fnall  be  executed  and 
obferv'd  in  every  particular,  according  to  its 
Form  and  Tenor. 

Done  at  Fleix,  near  Sancte-Foy,  the  26th  Day  of 
November,  15 So.  Thus  Jign'd  by  the  Duke  of 
Anjou,  the  King's  Brother*  with  his  own 
Hand, 

Francis. 

And  by  the  King  of  Navarre's  own  Hand, 

Henry. 

XLVII.  Since  the  figning  of  the  Articles  at 
Fleix,  on  the  26th  of  the  laft  Month,  it  has  been 
agreed  between  the  faid  Duke  of  Anjou,  and  the 
King  of  Navarre,  and  thofe  of  the  pretended 
Reformed  Religion,  that  inftead  of  the  City  and 

Cattle 
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Henry  III.  Caftle  of  la  Reolle,  mention'd  in  the  thirty-firft 
plu'.^fo  ^  *"a^  Articles,  the  Cities  of  Figeac  in 
goryXin.  Slyercy,  and  Monfegur  in  Bazadois,  fhall  be  left 
''to  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  thofe  of  the  faid 
Religion,  for  the  furety  of  their  Perfons  ;  and 
fhall  keep  them  during  the  time  that  is  remain- 
ing of  fix  Years  granted  by  the  Edict  of  Peace, 
on  the  fame  account  as  the  other  Cities  have 
been  left  to  them.  And  for  the  furety  of  the 
faid  Cities  the  King  mail  maintain  for  the  faid 
King  of  Navarre,  two  Companies  of  Foot,  each 
confiding  of  fifty  Men,  over  and  above  the 
Number  of  the  other  Garifons,  granted  by  thefe- 
cret  Articles.  And  good  and  valuable  AfTigna- 
tions  fhall  be  given  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
faid  Garifons,  and  the  faid  City  and  Caftles  of 
la  Reolle  reftor'd  in  the  fame  condition,  as  the 
other  Cities  not  given  in  guard.  The  whole  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  pleafure. 

Done  at  Coutras  o»  the  16th  Day  of  December, 
1580.  Thus  figtfd  with  the  own  Hand  of  the 
Duke  of  Anjou,   Brother  to  the  King, 

Francis. 

And  the  faid  own  Hand  of  the  King  of  Navarre, 

Henry. 

The  King  having  feen,  and  maturely  conjider'd 
word  by  word  the  entire  Contents  in  thefe  prefent 
Articles,  proposed  in  the  Conference  held  between 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  his  only  Brother,  at  Fleix  and 
Coutras,  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  Deputies 
of  thofe  of  the  faid  pretended  Reform'd  Religion, 
who  were  ajfembled  there  to  facilitate  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  lafi  Edit!   of  Pacification,  the  faid 

Articles 
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Articles  agreed  on  and  Jign'd  on  both  fides  in  the  Henry IIL 
faid  Places  of  Fleix  and  Coutras,  his  Majefty  has  p^gSQ 
approved,  confirmed,  ratify* d  them,  wills  and  re-  g0ryXIII. 
quires  them  to  be  obferv'd  and  executed,  according 
to  their  Form  and  'Tenor,  and  that  the  Patents 
and  Difpatches  that  are  neceffary  be  immediately 
made  and  fent. 

Done  at  Blots  the  25th  Day  of  December,  1580. 
Thus  fign'd, 

Henry. 
And  underneath, 

Pinart. 

Read,  Publifhed,  and  Regiflred,  Heard  by,  and 
thereunto  confenting,  the  King's  Attorney-General 
in  confequence  of  the  other  Letters  concerning  the 
Cafe  of  the  Pacification  of  the  Troubles  of  this 
Kingdom,  heretofore  Publiflfd  and  Regiflred  at 
Paris  in  Parliament,  the  26th  Day  of  January,  in 
the  Tear    158 1. 

Thus  fign'd,  Du  Tillet. 


The  King's  Edicl  about  the  Pacification  of  the  Trou- 
bles, containing  a  Confirmation,  Amplification 
and  Declaration,  as  well  of  the  precedent  E- 
dicls  made  upon  the  fame  Subject,  even  in  the 
Year  157 7.  as  of  the  Articles  agreed  on  at  the 
Conference  of  Nerac,  publifhed  at  Paris  in  Par- 
liament on  the  26th  of  January,  1581. 

HENRY,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
France  and  Poland,  to  all  thofe  prefent  and 
hereafter  to  come,  Greeting. 

Notwithstanding,   that   fince  the  Agreement 
and  Publication   of  our  Edict  and  Pacification 

made 
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Henrylll.made  in  the  Year,  1577.  we  have  ufed  our  ut- 
15SK    moil  endeavours  to  put  the  fame  in  execution, 

2oryXIII~an^  t0  °bhge  our  Subjects  to  follow  and  obferve 
it,  even  fo  far  as  to  put  the  Queen  our  moft  ho- 
nour'd  Lady  and  Mother  to  the  trouble  of  re- 
pairing to  the  principal  Provinces  of  our  King- 
dom, to  remedy  and  provide  againft,  according 
to  her  ufual  Prudence,  the  Difficulties  and  Ob- 
stacles which  deprived  our  faid  Subjects  of  the 
Benefit  of  our  faid  Edict ;  whereupon  follow'd 
the  Articles  of  the  Conference  at  Nerac>  between 
the  faid  Lady  accompanied  with  fome  of  the 
principal  Princes  of  our  Blood  and  Lords  of  our 
Privy  Council,  and  our  moft  dear  and  moft  be- 
loved Brother  the  King  of  Navarre,  aftifted  by 
the  Deputies  of  our  Subjects  who  profefs  the 
pretended  Reformed  Religion.  Yet  not  hav- 
ing been  able,  to  our  great  regret,  to  avoid 
the  Troubles  being  renewed  in  our  Kingdom, 
we  have  endeavoured  and  ufed  all  the  moft 
proper  and  moft  agreeable  means  we  have  been 
able  to  devife,  to  extinguifh  them  and  to  deliver 
our  faid  Subjects  from  the  Miferies  of  War  \ 
having  to  that  end  by  our  Letters  Patent  im- 
powered  our  moft  dear  and  moft  beloved  only 
Brother  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  caufe  our  faid 
Edict  of  Pacification  to  be  entirely  executed,  to- 
gether with  the  Articles  of  the  faid  Conference 
of  Nerac  ;  Who  being  fince,  according  to  our 
intention,  gone  into  our  Country  and  Dutchy  of 
Guienne,  and  there  having  upon  the  faid  Subject 
conferred  at  large  with  our  faid  Brother  the 
King  of  Navarre  and  the  Deputies  of  our  faid 
Subjects  profefling  the  pretended  Reform' d  Reli- 
gion, there  convened  and  aflembled  :  The  Ar- 
ticles annexed  to  thefe  Prefents,  under  the  Coun- 
ter-feal  of  our  Chancery,  were  there  propofed. 
Which  faid  Articles  being  fent  to  us  by  our  faid 

Brother, 
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Brother,  we  having  examined  and  confidered  the  Henrylir. 
fame,  out  of  a  lingular  defire  to   banim  out  of  „  *58°* 
our  Kingdom  the  Impieties,  Extortions  and  o-  g0VyXIII. 
ther  Accidents,  occafioned  by  the  faid  Troubles, 
to  reftore  the  Honour  and  Service  of  God,  give 
way  to  Juftice  and   to  relieve  our  poor  People, 
have  out  of  our  own  Inclination,  full  Power  and 
Rpyal  Authority,  approved  the  faid  Articles,  the 
fame  do   approve   and  ratify  by  thefe  Prefents 
figned  with  our  own  Hand  -,    and  it  is  our  Will 
and  Pleafhre  that  the   fame  mould  be  followed, 
kept,  executed,  and  inviolably  obferved,  accord- 
ing to  their  Form  and  Tenor,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  our  faid  Edict  of  Pacification. 

Therefore  we  command  and  require  our  trufty 
and  well-beloved  the  Perfons  holding  our  Courts 
of  Parliament,  Chambers  of  our  Accounts,  Courts? 
of  our  Aids,  Bailiffs,  Senefchals,  Provofts,  and 
other  our  Juftices  and  Officers,  to  whom  it  may 
belong,  or  their  Lieutenants,  to  caufe  the  faid 
Articles  hereunto  annexed  to  be  read,  publifhed, 
regiftered,  kept,  executed,  and  inviolably  obferved 
in  the  fame  manner  as  our  faid  Edict  of  Pacifi- 
cation, and  the  Articles  granted  in  the  faid  Con- 
ference of  Nerac,  making  all  thofe  that  are  con- 
cerned fully  and  peaceably  enjoy  and  receive  the 
Benefit  of  what  is  contain'd  therein,  putting  a 
flop  to  all  Troubles  and  Impediments  to  the 
contrary :  For  fuch  is  our  Pleafure.  And  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  firm  and  irrevocable, 
we  have  caufed  our  Seal  to  be  affixed  to  thefe 
Prefents. 

Given  at  Blois  in  the  Month  of  December,  i58o,cVc. 

Signed,  Henry. 

With  all  other  ufual  Formalities. 

We 
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Hetfrylll.      We  have  feen  already  feveral  Edicts  given  in 
1 58 1.     behalf  of  the  Reformtd  in  France,   by  Charles 
goryXIII.  IX.  and  Henry  III.  whereupon    I  think  proper 
«— v— '  to  make  the  following  Obfervations. 
cxxxiv.        1 0.  That  thefe  Edicts  muft  not  be  looked  upon 
Tr^6~-ZS  certa*n  Laws  prefcribed  by  Sovereigns,  with- 
tiom  upon  out  confulting   their  Subjects,    but  as  fo  many 
all  the  for-  Treaties  drawn  into  a  Form  of  Laws.     Indeed 
merEditts.  they  were  Laws  fo  truly  named,  tho'  they  con- 
tain nothing  elfe  but  certain  Difpofitions  of  our 
Kings, whereupon  they  had  agreed  with  our  Fore- 
fathers of  the   Reform'd   Religion.       Properly 
fpeaking,  they  are  the  Refult  of  all   the  Confe- 
rences  held    between  our  Kings  and  our  Chiefs 
and  Protectors,  for  finding  out  ways  and  means 
how  to  pacify  the  Kingdom.     And  thefe  Trea- 
ties have   been   drawn  in  form  of  Law  for  the 
greater  Sanction's  fake :    What  I  fay,   is  made 
very  plain  by  experience.     The  Edict  of  January 
1 56 1,  was  but  the  Refult  of  a  Conference  held 
between  the  mod  Notables  of  the  Kingdom  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  Admiral  and  fome  o- 
ther  of  our  Chiefs.     That  of  1563,  was  likewife 
the  Confequence  of  a  Treaty  for  putting  an  end 
to   the  firft  Civil  War.     And,  thofe  that  follow 
in    1568,    1570,    1573,    1576,    1577,    1579<> 
and  1580,   are  of  the  like  nature,  and  intended 
to  pacify   the  Troubles  of  the  Kingdom  ;    for 
which  caufe,  they  are  called  Edicts  of  Pacifica- 
tion. 

20.  Thefe  Edicts  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
moft  folemn  Oaths.  The  Infidelity  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholipks  having  rendered  ineffectual  the 
firft  Edicts  given  by  King  Charles,  the  Refor- 
med thought  that  for  their  future  Security  it 
was  requifite  to  oblige  their  Enemies  to  fwear 
upon  the  exact  Obfervation  of  thefe  Edicts  grant- 
ed them  by  the  King. 
i  The 
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The  fir  ft  Edict,  which  wasfworn"upon,was  thatHenryrI1- 
of  1570  •,  but  they  required  only  that  the  Gover-  p**  q'c_ 
nors  of  Provinces,   their  Deputies,  the  Bailiffs,  goryXIII. 
Senefchals,    and   other  ordinary    Officers,    the 
Mayors  and  Sheriffs,  and  fuch  annual  Officers 
of  the  Towns,  fhould  take  the  faid  Oath.     Then 
the  Perfidioufnefs  of  1572,  obliged  them  to  re- 
quire for  greater  caution,  that  the  principal  In- 
habitants of  the  Cities  mould  fwear  to  the  Obfer- 
vation   of  that  granted  in  1573.     Furthermore 
the  Nobility,  Gentry,  and  Courts  of  Parliament 
were  obliged  likewife  to  fwear  to  the  Obferva- 
tion  of  that  granted  by  King  Henry  in  1576. 
At  laft,  all  thefe  Oaths  being  not  able  to  reft  rain 
them  from  the  Violation  of  the  faid  Edicts,    it 
was  thought  proper   to  engage  the  King,    the 
Queen- Mother,  the  Duke  of  Anjou,   the  King 
of  Navarre ',  and   the  Prince  of  Condc,  to  fwear 
upon  the  fame,  which  was  agreed  in  the  Confe- 
rence of  Bergerac  ;   and  that  Agreement  was  re- 
newed at  the  Conference  of  Fleix,  and  executed 
by  the  Edict  of  1580. 

Laftly,  it  muft  be  obferved^  that  all  thefe  E- 
dicfs,  efpecialiy  that  of  1570,  and  the  following, 
have  been  declared  to  be  perpetual  and 
irrevocable.  I  don't  pretend  that  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  III.  intended  them  to  be  fo  real- 
ly; we  know  that  Charles  IX.  did  nothing 
to  break  through  his  Word  and  moft  folemn 
Promifes  ;  and iftftry  III.  was  fo  weak  as  to  pro- 
mife  to  the  Leaguers,  that  whatever  Oath  he 
fhould  take  to  maintain  the  Reformed  in  their 
juft  Rights,  neverthelefs  his  real  Intention  and 
Meaning  was  to  fuffer  in  his  Kingdom  but  one 
Religion,  viz.  the  Catholick. 

But  is  any  Man  in  the  world,  when  he  treats 
with  another,  obliged  to  guefs  the  real  intention 
of  him  who  contracts  with  him,  when  the  Words 

of 
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HenrvIII.of  the  Contradt  are  plain,  and  their  Meaning  ob- 
Pole  Gre- V10us  to  every  Capacity  ;  if  the  contracting  Par- 
goryXIIl.ty  tells  me,   you  fhall  be  allowed  to  prav  and  to 
«— -v— f  preach  in  fuch  a  place  and  at  fuch  a  time,  mud 
I  underftand  by  that  a  Prohibition  never  to  pray 
or  to  preach  in  fuch  a  place,  and  at  fuch  a  time  ? 
The  cafe  is  precifely  the  fame  in  this  refpect  -,  the 
Kings  Charles  and    Henry  made  fuch  and    fuch 
Conceffions  in  plain  words  to  the  Reformed  by 
their  Edicts,    the  Reformed  were  not  obliged  to 
trouble   themfelves   to    confider    whether   their 
Kings  were  in  earneft  or  not,    or  whether  they 
really  intended  to  perform  their  Promiies,  or  on- 
ly to  amufe  them  •,  their  only  Bufinefs   was  firiT. 
to  fulfil    their  own  Engagements,  and  then  to 
enjoy  the  Concellions   made  unto  them,  or  to 
force  their  Enemies  to  the  execution  of  the  Ar- 
ticles   itipulated  and   agreed  upon,  when  their 
Complaints  and  Petition  for  Redrefs  of  Grievan- 
ces proved  fruitlefs.     But  more  of  this,  under  the 
Reign  of  Lewis  XIV. 
CXXXV.      The  Kingdom  was  afflicted  fince  the  middle  of 
The  Coque-  jafl.  Year  by  two  different  epidemical  Diflempers, 
the  Pla?ue  Coqueluche  and  Plague.     The  firft  had  its  rife  in 
*ffii&  the  the  Eajt,  from  whence  it  came   into  Italy  and 
Kingdom.  Spain,  and  was  mortal :    for   Anna,   Queen  of 
Spain,  King  Philip's  Confort,  died  with  it,  and 
Pope  Gregory  was  in  the  greatefl  danger  of  his 
Life  •,  then  it  reached  the  North,  and  made  great 
havock  every  where.     At  firft  they  knew   not 
in  France  what  Remedy  to  apply  to  that  Diftem- 
per,  which  they  called  Coqueluche  :  A  Word  in- 
vented for  it  under  Lewis  ~XIl.  in  the  Year  1510. 
when  that  Sicknefs  raged  in  the  Kingdom  after 
the   Plague  and   Famine   had   defolated  it   for 
two  Years  together.     Tho*  many  People  died 
with  it,  it  was  lefs  dreadful  by  its  deadly  Effects 
than  by  its  wonderful  Progrefs,  reaching  fud- 

denlv 
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denly  from  one  Place  into  another;  great  Pains*  Henry  III. 
in  the  Back,  Heavinefs  in  the  Head  and  upon*58' 

xotf  (j  re- 

the  Heart,  Weaknefs  in  all  the  Parts  of  the  Bo-  o-0ryXIir. 
dy  were  the  Symptoms  thereof  :  if  the  Patient  \ — -v*— - ' 
was  not  killed  by  it  or  cured  in  four  or  live 
Days,  it  turned  into  a  Fever  which  deftroyed 
him.  Thofe  who  took  no  Phyfick  or  did  no- 
thing elfe  fared  the  better,-  but  it  was  deadly 
almoft  for  all  thofe  who  took  Phyfick  or  were 
let  Blood.  That  Diftemper  lafted  but  6  Months 
in  France^  from  June  to  the  latter  End  of  the 
Year ;  but  the  Plague  lafted  four  Years,  and 
raged  with  fuch  Fury  in  all  the  Provinces,  that 
almoft  the  fourth  Part  of  the  People  were 
fwept  away  :  At  Paris  from  laft  June .  to  the 
middle  of  January  it  carried  away  above  forty 
thoufand,  and  it  was  obferved  that  moft  of  them 
were  of  the  meaneft  Sort  of  People.  That 
City  became  almoft  like  a  Defart,  and  the  rich- 
eft  having  forfaken  their  own  Houfes,  they 
were  plundered  by  Thieves  and  Robbers  which; 
went  armed  in  the  Night-time,  and  carried  a- 
way  whatever  they  met  with,  notwithstanding 
the  Care  of  the  Magiftrates. 

On  the  1  oth  of  November  1^80  at  0  o'clockrvvwr 
in  the  Evening,  a  nre  broke  out  accidentally  in  The  Ccr- 
the  Cordeliers  Church,  which  confumed  the  fame  deliers 
in  a    little  Time,  and    their  Convent  was  pre- 9''::'  :i 
ferved  with   great   Difficulty.       The    Occafion  J,  £%! 
thereof  was  unknown  for  fome  Years,  and  the 
good  Friars,  out  of  Hatred  againft  the  Refor- 
med,  failed  not  to  charge  them  with  the  Fact ; 
but    they    were    afterwards   fully  cleared  cf  it, 
when  one  of  their  Novices  lying  at    the  Point 
of    Death,     owned    in    his     laft.   Will,     that 
at    fuch  an  Evening,    being    much  in    Liquor, 
he  fell  afleep  in  one    of    the    Chapels,    which 
was   all   over   wainfcoated,  and   wherein  mr.ny 

V.III.  Part II.         Y  Wax 
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Henrylll.Wax  Candles  were  lighted  •,  that  being  fud- 
Pole Gre  ^enly  awoke,  he  faw  the  Church  all  over  in 
gory XIII. Flames,  whereat  being  frightned,  he  ran  into 
•— -V-— J  the  Convent,  but  durft  not  give  any  Notice 
of  the  Matter,  (p) 

StatTtf '  ThIs  ]aft  Edift  granted  to  tne  Reformed  was 
the  Refor- not  mucn  better  obferved  than  the  former,  eve- 
medinthery  Day  brought  forth  fome  new  Contraventions, 
Kingdom.  and  every  Day  fome  new  Complaints  thereof 
were  brought  to  Court :  but  tho'  the  King  could 
have  wifhed  that  fuch  Things  had  not  happen- 
ed which  interrupted  the  Courfe  he  was  bent  to 
follow,  neverthelefs  very  little  Redrefs  of  thefe 
Grievances  could  be  obtained  of  him,  and  he 
let  them  know  plainly,  that  though  he  intend- 
ed no  harm  againft  them,  yet  they  ought  not 
to  expect  any  Favour  of  him.  And  indeed  not 
only  all  Places  and  Preferments  either  at  Court, 
or  in  the  Provinces,  either  in  the  Civil  or  in  the 
Military,  were  beftowed  only  upon  Catholicks, 
to  the  utter  Exclusion  of  the  Reformed,  the 
Cautionary  Towns  excepted,  but  they  were  even 
denied  Juftice  as  to  their  juft  Rights. 

Thus  the  Reformed  were  in  a  very  precarious 
State  for  4  or  5  Years,  and  their  Religion  fuf- 
fered  much  more  by  thefe  Methods  which  the 
King  followed  with  them,  than  it  had  done  by 
Perfections  and  Sword.  For  thofe  anion  git 
them  who  were  given  up  to  Avarice  or  Am- 
bition, and  indeed  they  were  not  in  fmall 
Number,  feeing  that  their  Perfeverance  was  an 
Obftacle  to  their  Advancement,  did  not  fcruple 
to  renounce  their  Religion  ;  fome  of  them  how- 
ever' were  fo  little  fatisfied  in  their  own  Con- 
fcience  as  to  the  Truth  of  the  Roman  Religion, 
that  they  were  careful  enough  to  have  their  own 
Children  brought  up  in  the  reformed  ProfeiTion, 
(p)  Thuanij  lib.   7.2. 

while 
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while  others  were  fo  ridiculoufly   tender,  as  to  Henrylll* 
themfelves,    that  they   durft  not  forfake  their  p  ' 5  ^^ 
former  Profeffion,    but    caufed  their  Children  g0ryXIIF. 
to  be  brought  up  in  the  Roman  Religion,  {q)     <— v— ^ 

The  Court  of  Nerac  generally  fpeaking  wal- 
lowed in  Pleafures,  little  minding  the  Confe- 
quences  of  this  Kind  of  Calmnefs.  Queen 
Margaret  as  abovefaid  was  the  Soul  thereof. 
That  Princefs,  the  very  Picture  of  her  Mo-  cxxxvm. 
ther  as  to  Luxury  and  other  Extravagancies,  ^  Queen 
was  now  about  29  Years  old,  being  born  onQf^?  ' 
the  14th  of  May  1552,  her  Nuptials  with Hetfi-  varre. 
ry  King  of  Navarre  in  Auguft  157a,  were,  we 
may  fay,  the  Signal  of  that  dreadful  MafTacre 
of  the  Reformed.  She  was  an  exquifite  Beau- 
ty, and  her  Adorers  extolled  her  fo  far  beyond 
human  Nature,  that  me  began  to  think  that 
really  (he  was  fomething  more  than  human, 
and  itiled  herfelf  Venus  Urania,  or  the 
heavenly  Venus.  Her  Wit  was  equal  to  her 
Beauty,  but  her  Lafcivioufnefs  exceeded  them 
both.  Her  inceftuous  Converfation  with 
two  of  her  own  Brethren,  King  Henry,  when 
Duke  of  Anjou,  and  Francis  Duke  of  Alenfony 
were  notorioufly  known  in  her  own  Times ; 
the  Dukes  of  Guife  and  Mayenne,  the  Vifcount 
of  Turenne,  and  thoufands  others  of  all  Rank  and 
Condition,  even  amongft  the  meaneft  Sort  of 
People,  were  Complices  of  her  diforderly  Life. 
The  Hatred  of  the  King  her  Brother  could 
not  fcarce  be  carried  any  further,  tho'  not  fo 
much  out  of  a  Principle  of  Virtue,  as  out  of 
Jealoufy  and  Revenge,  becaufe  ihe  gave  the 
Preference  to  the  Duke  of  Alencon  •,  he  upbraid- 
ed her  with  her  DhTolutenefs  in  Prefence  of  the 
whole  Court,  charged  her  with  having  had  a 
Y  2  Baftard 

(y)  Recueil   der-chofes  Memorables  arrivees  en    France 
feus  Henry  III.  Mezeray,   3  Partie.  Tom.  V. 
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Henrylll.  Ballard  by  James  de  Harlay  Chanvallon  •,     he 
1581.    eXpel]ed  her  ignominioufly  out  of  Paris ',    then 

oory  XIII  ne  gave  O^ers  to  one  of  the  Captains  of  his 
Guards  to  purfue  her  with  60  Archers  •,  they 
overtook,  her  beyond  Palaifeau,  they  fearched 
her  Litter,  and  pulled  off  her  Mask,  they  feiz- 
ed  her  Equerry,  Phyfician  and  Apothecary, 
with  two  Ladies  of  her  Retinue,  and  carried 
them  to  the  Abby  of  Ferr teres,  near  Montargis, 
where  the  King  waited  for  them,  they  were 
feparated  in  feveral  Chambers,  and  interrogated 
apart  by  his  Majefty  himfelf  about  the  Life  and 
Converfation  of  his  own  Sifter  ;  fome  of  them 
were  lent  to  the  Baftile,  and  others  releafed. 
This  happened  in  1583. 

The  King  of  Navarre  did  not  refent  fuch  a 
great  Affront  put  upon  him  as  he  ought  to  do  ; 
For  either  his  Confort  was  guilty  or  not  guilty  ; 
In  the  firft  Cafe,  his  own  Honour  obliged  him 
not  to  receive  her  upon  any  account  foever, 
and  to  live  feparated  from  her  till  a  better  Op- 
portunity fhould  offer  itfelf  for  being  divorced  ; 
In  the  fecond  Cafe, he  ought  not  to  defifl  by  any 
means,  nor  upon  any  account  foever,  till  he  had 
received  a  fuitable  Satisfaction.  Neverthelefs 
after  having  fent  Du  Plejfis  Mornay,  and  fome 
others  to  the  King  with  Complaints  of  the 
Fact,  he  faw  himfelf  very  haughtily  treated 
by  Bellievre,  whom  the  King  had  fent  unto 
him  upon  that  Account,  and  who  told  him 
to  his  Face,  that  the  King  of  Navarre  was 
but  a  Subject  to  the  King  of  France,  therefore 
he  ought  to  fubmit  to  his  Will  without  prefu- 
ming  to  cope  with  him  ;  he  fwallowed  that  Pill, 
and  without  any  further  Refiftance  he  went  to 
Nerac  to  receive  his  Margaret. 

She  lived  there  till  the  faid  King  her  Huf- 
band  having  been  excommunicated  by  the  Pcpe 

in. 
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in   1586,    fhe   took  that  Pretence   for  eloping  Hem-ylll 
from  him  and  went  to  Agen  and   declared  her-  _  1$**m 
{elf  for  the  League  ;    but  by  her  own   and  La-  goVyXHl" 
dy  Duras*s  ill  Management  and    fcandalous  Be- 
haviour,   fhe    obliged  the    Inhabitants    to  join 
with  Marfhal  de  Matignon,  who  feized  that  Ci- 
ty for  the  King,    and  fhe  was  forced  to  fly   in 
the  greateft  Diforder,  having  not  fo  much  as  a 
Smock  for  fhifting  herfelf ;  fhe  retired  to  Car- 
lat  in  Auvergne,    the  Inhabitants    whereof,    at 
the  Inftigation  of  the  King  her  Brother,    being 
ready  to  betray  her,  fhe  made  her  Efcape,    but 
fhe  was  overtaken  and  arrefted  Prifoner  by  the 
Marquis  de  Canillac,  and  brought  to  the  Caftle 
of  UJfon  in  Auvergne.     Her  Goaler  foon  became 
her  own  Captive,  fhe  prevailed  fo  far  upon  him, 
that  fhe  became  abfolute  Miftrefs  of  that  Place, 
and  expelled  him  out  of  it.     There  fhe  remain- 
ed till  the  Year  1605.     She  made  of  that  Caftle 
another  Ifland  of  Caprea,    where  fhe  indulged 
herfelf  in  all   manner  of  Lewdnefs,    fhe  got  a- 
n other  Baftard  by  one  Aubiac  one  of  her  Eque- 
ries,   who  was  hanged  a  little  after  at  Aigueperfe. 
Henry  IV.    her  Husband    having  afcended   the 
Throne,  fhe  conftantly  denied  her  Confent  to 
a  Divorce  as  long   as  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort 
lived  ;  but  that  Lady  was  no  fooner  dead,   than 
fhe    confented     readily,     and   having   been    a 
great  Help  to  the  faid  King  for  the  Difcovery  of 
the  Duke  of  Biron  and  the  Count   of  Auverg- 
ne's  Plot,  fhe  was  invited    to    come    to  Court, 
where  fhe   was   moft  honourably    received    by 
Henry  and  Mary  of  Medicis    his  fecond   Wife. 
She  was  lodged  at  firft  in  the  Caftle  of  Bologn, 
then  in  Sens9  Houfe,  which  fhe  left  and  went  to 
live  in  the  Suburb  of   St.  Germain,    where  fhe 
built  a  magnificent  Palace  :  Her  Life    in    that 
Place  was  a  Mixture  of   Intrigues,    Devotions, 
Y   2  and 
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Henrylll. and  Study,    fhe   died  on  the  27th  of  March 
1 58 1.     1 61 5.     She  wrote  fome  Memoirs  of  her  own 

goryXIII "Life,  which  fhe  dedicated  to  Brantome,  but  they 
don't  reach  any  further  than  the  Year  1582  ; 
and  the  Reader,  to  be  fure,  mufl  not  expect 
to  find  in  them  a  Confeffion  of  her  Sins,  but 
they  are  written  with  abundance  of  Wit.  (r) 

Such  being  the  Character  of  the  Queen  of 
Navarre,  and  the  King  her  Husband  fuffering 
her  to  indulge  her  unlawful  Defires,  nay  for- 
cing her  to  go  farther  in  that  refpecl  than  fhe 
had  a  mind,  as  it  happened  in  the  Vifcount  of 
Turenne's  Cafe  ;  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  what  Dif- 
folutenefs  was  to  be  feen  in  a  Court  where  the 
Patrons  and  Patterns  were  fo  qualified.  The 
King  of  Navarre  owned  himfelf,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  7th  Civil  War  in  1585  much  ob- 
liged to  his  Enemies,  for  having  awakened  him 
out  of  his  Slumber  ;  for  had  they  left  him  at 
Reft,  as  in  good  Policy  they  ought  to  have 
done,  very  likely  he  would  never  have  been  able 
to  obtain  the  Crown  of  France,  and  would  have 
been  obliged  to  live  in  fome  Corner  of  Guknnc.(s) 
However,  that  Difiblutenefs  was  not  of  a 
long  Duration,  at  leaft  it  hindered  not  the 
King  of  Navarre  from  hearkening  to  the  good 
Advices  of  his  moft  faithful  Servants,  fuch  as. 
were  La  Ncue,  Du  Vlejfis  Morn  ay,  De  Clervant, 
and  fome  others  whofe  Names  are  recorded  in 
Hiftory  with  great  Encomiums.  Nay,  thofe 
young  Lords  of  his  Court  that  indulged  them- 
felves  fo  far  in  unlawful  Pleafures  at  this  Time, 
were  fo  much  altered  for  the  better,  that  they 
became  xcry  ferviceable  to  their  Party,  and  a 

great 

(r)  Vie  de  Du  Fleffis  Mornay  ;  Memoires  dud.  Tom.  T. 
Me^eray  3  Part.  Tom.  5.  Divorce  Satyr.  Brantome  Dames! 
Illuitres.  D'Aubigne  Tom.  II.  Liv.  4,  Ch.  5.  &c.  &c. 

{t)  PerefixeHilr.  des  Henry  lc  Grand,  pag.  71,  72, 
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great  Ornament  to  Henry  IVth's  Court.     Such  Henryllf. 
vi  re  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne,    the    Count  of„  J58i/ 
Montgommery  and  feveral  others.     Having   al-g0rvxni~ 
ready   taken    notice  in  the  former  Volume  ofu-y — j 
tiie   moil  renowned  La  None,    furnamed    Iron 
Arm  -,      it  wili  be  proper  to  fay  now   fome- 
thing  concerning  Du  Plejfts  Momayy  who  began 
at  this  Time  to   make   fo  great  a  Figure  in  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Council,  and   had  fo  great  a 
Share   henceforward  in   that  Prince's    Conduct 
and  glorious  Succefs. 

Philip  of  Morn  ay,  Lord  of  PleJJts  Mar-^f^x' 
ly,  Baron  of  La  Forejl  upon  Seure,  one  of  the  pum* 
King's  Privy  Council,  and  State's  Council,  Moruay. 
Captain  of  a  Band  of  fifty  Men  at  Arms,  Go- 
vernor arid  Lieutenant  General  for  his  Majefty 
in  the  City,  and  Senefchalihip  of  Saumtir, 
C5V.  a  Gentleman  not  only  the  greatefr  of  his 
own  Age,  but  who  could  be  parallelled  for  his 
rare  and  requiiite  Qualifications  and  Endow- 
ments with  the  greater!:  Men  of  Antiquity, 
was  born  early  in  the  Morning  on  the  5th  of 
November  1549,  at  the  Cattle  of  Buhy  in  the 
French  Vexine.  His  Father  was  James  of  Mor- 
nay  of  the  moft  noble  and  moft  ancient  Houfe 
of  the  Mornays  that  was  flourifhing  in  France 
even  before  the  10th  Century  ;  Part  of  a  Branch 
thereof  came  over  into  England  with  William 
the  Conqueror,  and  fettled  here,  but  was  ex- 
tinct in  Eafiachius  of  Efiouteville  in  1242,  who 
was  fucceeded  in  his  Eftates  by  Hugues  Wake  in 
the  Right  of  his  Wife  ;  t'other  Part  of  the 
fame  Branch  remained  in  France ^  and  was  allied 
to  the  moft  illuftrious  Houfes  of  the  Kingdom, 
even  to  the  Priuces  of  the  Blood.  The  other 
Branch  of  Momay  was  likewife  mod  illuftrious 
by  the  great  Employment  and  Charges  they  were 
poffcffed  of,  and  by  the  moft  noble  Alliances 
Y  4  they 
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Heorylll.  they  contracted.  Out  of  this  Branch  came  James 
„  [S°l-    Father  of  our  Philip.     His  Mother  was  of  the 
poryXIII.  nioft  illuftrious  Houfe  of  Du  Bee    Crefpin  in 
Normandy,  defcended  from  Andergot,   Nephew 
to   Rollo   the  Dane   firft   Duke  of    Normandy, 
which  Family  deferved  by  their  great  Services 
done  to  William  the  Conqueror,    the  hereditary 
Dignity  of  High  Conftable  of  Normandy,  which 
fell  afterwards  in  the  Houfe  of  Tancarville,  and 
then  in   Longueville's.      A  Branch  of  that  illu- 
strious Houfe  came  over  and  fettled  in  England, 
whofe  great  Efcates  fell  by  Inheritance  to  the 
Houfe  of  IVilloughby .      The  Branch  fettled   in 
France    enjoyed  for  a    long  time   fome   of  the 
greateft  Charges  of  the  Kingdom.     Charles  Du 
Bee   Lord  of  Bourry,   &c.   &c.  Knight  of  the 
King's   Orders,  and    Vice-Admiral   of  France, 
was  Father  to   Frances  Du  Bee,  &c.  Mother  to 
our    Philip  ;    {he    was   Sifter   to  Peter  Du  Bee, 
Lord  of  Vardes,    and  Charles  Du  Bee  Baron  of 
Boitrry,who  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  reform'd 
Party  at  the  Battle  of  St.  Denis  in  1567,  having 
brought  and  furnifhed  the  beft  Part  of  the  Foot 
of  the  Prince's  Army,  beiides   the   vaft    Num- 
ber  of  Volunteers  of  the  Vexine  and  of  Nor- 
mandy  that  followed  them  on   account  of  the 
hereditary    Reputation    of    their  Houfe  ;     they 
had  a  younger  Brother,  Philip  Du  Bee  by  Name, 
fucccfTively  Biihop  of  Vannes   and  Naniz,  then 
Archbifhop  and   Duke   of  Rheims,    one  of  the 
affociated  Prelates  of  the   Order  of   the  Holy 
Ghoft,  a  Man  of  great  Learning,  v/ho  enjoy 'd 
til!  the  Year  1605,  the  Flonour  of  having  been 
one  of  the  moft  coniiderable  Prelates  of  the  Gal- 
ilean Church  thataflihV.d  at  the  Council  of  'Trent. 
Such  were  the  Houfe,.  Family  and  Parents  of 
fibilip  of  Momay  Lord  of  Plejfis.     His  Father 
was  much  addicted  to  the  Superftitions  of  the 

Roman 
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Roman  Churchy  and  was  very  careful   to   have  Henrylll. 
his   Children  brought   up    in   the  fame    Way      *58£re^ 
But  his  Mother,  a  Lady  of  Courage  and  Pru-  g0ryXHL 
dence  far   above  her  Sex,    was  inclined  to  the 
Reform'd  Religion,     whereof   fhe  made    a  fe- 
cret  Profeflion  even   in  her  Husband's  Time, 
and  took,   care,    as  much  as  me  could  do  it, 
without  offending  him,    to   inculcate  it  in  her 
own  Children  ;  nay,  fhe  was  fo  courageous  as  to 
venture    to    convert  her  Husband    in   his    laft 
Sicknefs,  which  Attempt  God  Almighty   blef- 
fed  with  a  happy  Succefs.      They  intended  at 
firft;  to  bring  up  their  Son  to  be  a  Church-man, 
upon  fome  worldly  Confideration,  becaufe  Bertin 
de  Mornay   his  Uncle,    Dean  of  Beauvais  and 
Abbot  of  Saumer  near  Bologn,  was  willing,    as 
he  faid,    to  refign  his   Benefices  to   him  ;    but 
thefe  Hopes  vanifhed  away   by   that    Uncle's 
Peath,  before  he   could  execute  his  Intention. 
Du    Plejfis   was  then  about   eight  Years   old  ; 
his  firft  Tutor  had  been  Gabriel  Prefiat  of  Sefane 
in  Brie,  a  Reform'd,  but  unknown  to  his  Pupil's 
Father,   tho'  his  Mother  was  acquainted  with 
it,  but  who  dared  not  to  fpeak  too   openly  to 
him  concerning  Religion  for  fear  of  the  worft. 
At  nine  Years  old  he  was  brought  to  Paris, 
and  put  by  hisFather  into  the  College  of  Lijieux, 
where  he  made  but  very  indifferent  Improve- 
ments for    two    Years  together    that   he    was 
there,  becaufe  of  the  bad  State   of  his  Health. 
He  was  fent  for  by  the  latter  End  of  1560  to 
attend  his  Father's  Funerals.  (*) 

The 

(*)  Agricola  miftakes  grofsly,  when  he  fays,  that  Peter 
and  Charles  Du  Bee  had  engaged  their  Brother-in-law 
James  of  Momay  to  take  Party  with  them  in  Behalf  of 
the  Reformed,  fince  he  was  certainly  dead  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  firft  Civil  War  in  1562.  Agric.  Addit.  aux 
Mem.  de  Caftelnau.  Tom.  2.   Liv.  6.   Ch.  7.    pag.    4; 8. 

True 
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Henrylll.      The   MefTenger  that  was   fent  for  him   was 

Pope*Gre  a  ^r'e^'  ^ean  °^  Magny,    who   having   taken 
goryXin"  Notice  that   his   Mother  adhered  to  the    Re- 
formed Doctrine,  exhorted  him  upon  the  Road, 
to  beware  of  the  Lutheran  'Tenet s,  and  told 
him  that  his  Mother  was  infected  with  them,  that 
he  ought  to  perfevere  in  the  Religion  wherein   he 
had  been  brought  up.     Whereto  young  Du  Plef- 
fis  replied,   that  he  was  refolved  to  be  ftedfaft  in 
what  he  had  learnt  concerning  the  true  JVorJhip 
cf  God,  and  that  whenever  any  Doubt  Jhould  a- 
rife  in  his   Mind  about  fome  Points,    he  would 
immediately  be  determined  by  reading   diligently 
the  Go/pels  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apqjlles.     That 
Anfwer   from  a  Child   not   quite   eleven  Years 
old  gave  great  Sufpicions  to  his  Conductor,  that 
he  was   informed  of  his  Mother's  Difpofitions, 
and  that  he  had  been    inftrucied   in  her  Opini- 
ons; therefore  he  told  him,  that  he  took  a  very 
bad  Way,  and  that  it  did  not  belong  to  every   one 
to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures.       Being   arrived    at 
his   Father's  Houfe,  little  by  little    he  became 
fully  convinced   of  the  Falfhood  of  the  Roman 
Doctrines  by  comparing  them  with  the    Holy 
Bible  •,  and  at  laft  his  Mother  having   declared 
herfelf  openly    for   the   Reformed   Religion  in 
the  latter  End   of  the  Year  1561,     he  and   his 
eldeft  Brother  de  Buhy  followed  her  Example. 
Then  having  an  earneit   Inclination   for  Study, 
he  went  back   to  Paris   in  1562,     but   the  firlt 
Civil  War  breaking  out  about  this  Time, he  was 
obliged  to  come  back  to  his  Houfe,  where   he 

flayed 

True  it  is  that  his  eldeft  Son  De  Buhy  took  Party  with  the 
Reformed,  and  was  Cornet  to  his  Uncle  de  Varies  in  the 
2d  Civil  War,  and  that  our  Du  Plejfis  was  going  to  join 
them  at  the  Siege  of  Chartres  when  he  had  one  ot  his  Legs 
broken  by  the  Fall  of  his  Horfe,  but  their  Father  u~s 
v-bad  long  be' ore  that  1  iaic.  Vie  de  Du  Pleilif,  Liv.  1, 
r.  11. 
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flayed  a  whole   Year,   then  he  went  back   a-  HenryllL 
gain    to   Paris,    and  in   four    Years  Time  he    'S8'- 
made  fuch  a  wonderful  Progrefs  in  all  kind  of  „oryXlll" 
ufeful   Learning,    that    he  was  juftly   admired  u 
not  only  by  his  Profefibrs,  but  by  all  the  Lear- 
ned that  became  acquainted  with  him.     There 
he   refilled   the    Temptations  whereto    he   was 
expofed  by  his  Uncle  then  Bifhop  of  Nantz  his 
moft  advantageous  Offers,    if  he  would  change 
his  Religion.     In  the  Year    1568   in   the   18th 
Year  of   his  Age  he  went    upon  his  Travels 
through  Switzerland,   Germany,  Italy,  the  Low 
Countries  and  England,  and  wherever  he  pafled. 
he  was  the  Object  of  the  Admiration,  Efteem 
and  Love  of  the  feveral  great  and  learned  Men 
with  whom  he  converfed  in  thefe  feveral  Coun- 
tries.   Queen  Elizabeth   and  the  Prince   of  O- 
range    honoured   him   with   peculiar   Marks  of 
their   real  Efteem.     He    returned  to   Paris  in 
July  1572,    Admiral  de  Coligny   received    him 
with  great  Diftinction  •,   he    imparted  to    that 
Lord  in  Writing  very  ample  Memoirs  of  every 
thing  material  he  had  obferved  in  Flanders,  and 
gave  him  a   Difcourfe  of  his    own  concerning 
the  Juftice  and  Utility  of  waging  War  againft: 
Philip  lid,  King  of  Spain,  which  for  the 
Perfpicuity  and   Strength    of    the  Arguments, 
may  be  parallelled  with  any  of  Demq/lbeues's  O- 
rations  againft  Philip  of  Macedon,  and  deferves 
to  be  read  by  a  true  Briton,  either  in  Thuanus's 
Book  51.    or  in  Du  Plejjis  Mom  ay's  Memoirs, 
Vol.  I.    he  will  find    in  it  many  Things  agree- 
ing with  our  prefent  Circumftances.      The  Ad- 
miral tendered  them  both  to  King  Charles  IX, 
and  whereas   the    faid  Difcourfe  was  found  a- 
mongft  the    Admiral's  Papers  after   his  Death, 
it  was  afcribed  unto  him  by  Scali'ger,  who  caufed 
•<t  to  be  printed}  and  dedicated  it  to   the  Prin- 

cefs 
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Henry  III.  cefs  of  Orange,  Daughter  to  the  faid  Admiral, 
Tote  Gre  anc^  ^e^Sn^s  Widow  ;  Thuanus  copied  after 
goryXIII.6W/£7T>  and  afcribed  it  like  wife  to  the  Ad- 
;  miral. 

However,  Du  Pleflis  received  the  Commiflion 
of  going  to  treat  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  but 
the  MafTacre  happening  at  that  fame  time,  his 
Commiffion  was  of  no  Effect.  It  was  with 
great  Difficulty  that  he  efcaped  the  Danger  of 
thofe  dreadful  Days,  he  came  out  of  Paris  in  a 
Difguife,  he  was  arretted  at  St.  Denis's  Gate, 
but  releafed  upon  the  written  Teftimony  of  a 
Scrivener  who  managed  the  Affairs  of  hisHoufe 
at  Paris,  and  who  declared  upon  the  Back  of  a 
Note  he  had  received  from  him,  that  Philip 
his  Clerk  was  neither  a  feditious  Perfon  or  a 
Rebel,  and  fubfcribed  his  own  Name.  Being 
freed  from  that  Danger,  he  came  over  to  Eng- 
land where  he  flayed  till  the  Year  1574,  and 
from  that  Time,  though  he  was  not  much  a- 
bove  24  Years  old,  to  the  latter  End  of  his 
Life,  he  was  conflantly  employed  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  publick  Bufinefs.  And  I  don't 
know  what  to  admire  the  more  in  that  Lord, 
either  his  political  or  moral  Virtues  or  Chriflian 
Graces,  either  his  vaft  Learning  in  all  Kinds 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  or  his  military  Achieve- 
ments ;  feeing  that  he  reunited  in  his  own  Per- 
fon the  Valour  and  Prudence  of  the  greatefl 
Captains,  the  Penetration  and  Sagacity  of  the 
quickeft  Politicians,  the  Learning  of  the  fub- 
limeft  Divine,  the  Exactnefs  of  the  deepen: 
Logician,  the  Virtues  of  the  beft  Moralitts, 
and  the  Graces  of  the  molt  renowned  Saints. 
All  thefe  Qualifications  of  his  Soul  were  joined 
with  a  flrong  Conftitution  of  his  Body,  where- 
by he  was  enabled  to  bear  with  the  greatefl 
Fatigues  he  had  to  undergo,  and  with  a  con- 
tinual 
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tinual   Application  either  to  Bufinefs  or  to   hisHenrylll. 
Studies,  till  a  few  Years  before  his  Death,  which  D  *5^* 
happened   on     the     nth  of    November    1623,  g0ryXIII. 
having  begun  the   75th  Year  of  his  Age.     He 
died  in  low  Circumftances,  confidering  his  Qua- 
lity, his    long  Services,  and  the  Eftate  he  en- 
joyed by  Inheritance  and  by  his  Marriage  with 
Lady  Charlotte  Arbalefte,    Relict  of  the   Lord 
John  of  Paz,  Baron  of  Fouquieres,     and   which 
he  had   fpent  in  the  Service  of  Henry  IV,  and 
Part  of  Lewis  XIII ;  the  Ungratefulnefs  of  the 
firft,    the  Injuftice  of  the  fecond,   will  call  a 
lading    Spot  upon  the   Memory    of  thefe   twp 
Princes,  we  will  mention  them  in   their  proper 
Places.   Had  he  lefs  adhered  to  Ariel  Virtue,   he 
would  have  been  advanced  by  Henry  IV.  and 
had  he  been  lefs  zealous  for  his  Religion,  Lewis 
XIII  would   have  reftored    him  to  his  Govern- 
ment of  Saumur,    which  he  had  refigned   into 
his  hands  at  the  Beginning   of  the  Civil  War, 
and  paid   him  off  about  four  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns  due  unto  him,  either  for  his  Salaries  of 
46  Years  Services,  or  for  the   neceffary  Repa- 
rations, &V .  he  had  made  at  Saumur  at  his  own 
Charge  for  the  King's  Service.       He    left   but 
three  Daughters  married ;   but  he  left  a  nume- 
rous  Offspring  of  his  Genius,    which  will  be 
a  lading  Monument  of  his  true  Zeal  and  Piety, 
as  well  as  of   his  van:  Learning,    the  Principal 
whereof,  that    I  know  of,  are  a  Treatife  upon 
Life  and    Death  \    a  Treatife  upon   the  Truth 
of    Chriftian    Religion ;     a  Treatife  upon    the 
Church  ;    the  Myftery  of  Iniquity  ;  befides  his 
Meditations  upon  feveral  Subjects  of  the  holy 
Scriptures  ;    his  Memoirs  in  five  large  Vols,  in 
Quarto,  (t) 

[t)  Vie  de  M.  Pu  Pleflis  Mornay.      I.eyden  1647. 

The 
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Henrylll.      The  King  of  France  had  infifted  much  with 

*5  X'    the  King   of  Navarre,   that  he    would   reftore 

"ope  Cjfe-  -n  .        •  . 

eoryXIII.  ^e  Mafs  in  his  Dominions  of  Beam.      It  was 

«— -v— J  hard  to  deny   it,    becaufe  it  was  at  his  Navar- 

CXL.       refe  Majefty's  Inftances  that  he  had  granted  the 

e    mg   Keformeci  tne  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion  in 

of    rrcince  ^ 

infills  upon  France,  and  on  the  other  hand  the    Mafs  had 
reftoring     been  banifhed  out   of  Beam  by  the  free  and  u- 
tbeMa/s    nanimous  Confent  of  the  general  States   of  that 
arn'  Principality  -,     befides  that  that  Prince  had   to 
deal  with  a  Matter  who  would  not   be  refufed. 
In  thefe  Perplexities  he  fent  a  Meflenger  to  Du 
PUffis,    who  was  then  in  Flanders,    to  ask  his 
Advice. 
CXLI.  ^       He  let  him  know,  that  if  he  could  not  delay 
\q  r ,      I anv  longer,  he  ought  to  fummon  a  Council   in 
tbeKing    n's  own  Dominions,    whereto   he   mould  invite 
o/Na-       the  Ecclefiafticks  and  Laymen  of  all  Nations  in 
•varreupon  Europe,  who  mould  have  a  mind  to  come,   and 
ieff      "    &vc  tnem  a^    poffible   Security  as  to  their  Per- 
ions,    for  debating  freely  with  his  Divines  the 
controverted  Points.       That  if  the    Pope   and 
the  Prelates  of  the  Roman  Communion  mould 
oppofe   fuch  a  Convocation,    and    excommuni- 
cate thofe  of  their  own  Communion  that  mould 
be  prefent  at   it,  then  they   will  afford    a  juft 
Pretence  to    fay,    that  they   efchew   the  Light 
left  their  Impofture  mould  be  difcovered.     But 
if    notwithstanding    thefe     Excommunications 
fome  of    the  Roman   Clergy  were  willing   to 
come,    that    would  open  a  large   Field  to  the 
King  of  Navarre  for  promoting    the  Glory  of 
God,    and  acquiring  a  great  Reputation  all  over 
Chrijlendom.     In  fuch  a  Cafe  he  muft  open   the 
Conference  himfelf  with   a  fervent    Prayer  to 
God,    followed  with  a  fine  and  moving  Speech 
to    all    his   People,  fetting  forth   the  Care   he 
took  not  only  for  their  temporal,   but  likewife 

for 
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for    their    eternal  Welfare  ;    and  that  he    had  Henrylll. 
fummoned    that    AfTembly   to    let  them  know p*^q 
what  Reafons  his  Mother  had  had  for  reforming  g0ryXIII. 
the  Church,  and  he  himfelf  had  now  for  follow-  v 
ing  her  Steps.     Then  he  might  addrefs  himfelf 
both  to  the  Catholick   and   Reformed  Clergy- 
men, and  ask  them  whether  Jefus  Chrifr.  is    not 
come  into  the  World  for  our  Salvation  ?    Whe- 
ther he  hath    not  given   a   certain  written  Rule 
thereof  by  his  Apoftles  ?  Whether  the  Word  of 
God  contained  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament 
is  not  that  Rule  ?    Whether  Jefus  Chrift   hath 
not  taught  us  in  that  Rule  whatever  is  neceffary 
towards  our  Salvation  ?  Whether  we  are  not  ob- 
liged to  follow  in  the  Church  whatever   is   pre- 
ferred in  that  Rule,  and  reject  whatever  is  not  ? 
Either  the  Catholicks  will  allow  thefe  Points,   or 
not.     In  the  firft  Cafe,   fo   much   the  better  for 
us  •,   in    the  fecond,  it  will   be  eafy   to  convict* 
them  of  Blafphemy. 

Conftantine  the  Great  followed  no  ether  Me- 
thod in  the  firft  Council  of  Nice,  for  deciding 
the  Arian  Controverfy  •,  he  required  that  both 
Parties  fhould  take  the  Bible  for  their  Judge. 
The  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland  did  the 
like  when  they  reformed  their  Church,  the  Ma- 
giftrate  asked  the  Priefts  whether  the  Bible  was 
not  the  Rule  of  Salvation  ?  Then  they  bid 
them  to  fhew  in  it  the  Doctrines  they  taught  to 
the  People.  Almoft  the  fame  Thing  v/as  done 
in  England. 

Such  Proceedings  are  juft  and  lawful,  and 
therefore  blefTed  and  favoured  by  God.  The 
mod  obftinate  remain  ftupified,  being  unable  to 
gainfay  ;  and  there  is  none  among  the  Catho- 
licks themfelves,  howfoever  carelefs  they  be  of 
their  Salvation,  who  feels  not  fome  Scruple  ri- 
ling in  his  Mind,  efpecially  when  the  Confe- 
rence 
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Henrylll.rence  is  well  managed,  and  began  by  Points 
P  *5  G  t^ie  *e^s  difputable  i  f°r  wne"  the  Adverfary  is 
goryXIIl/orced  to  yield  in  thofe  Points,  the  Hearers  be- 
tgm  to  doubt  of  the  others.  Now  that  Method 
depends  intirtdy  upon  the  Prefident,  which 
rauft  be  the  King  of  Navarre  on  this  Occafion. 
The  Catholick  Subjects  of  the  faid  King  mall 
have  no  Reafon  to  be  difcontented,  feeing  the 
Care  that  is  taken  for  fatisfying  them.  The 
King  of  France  cannot  take  it  amifs,  feeing 
that  the  Queen  his  Mother  ordered  a  Conference 
at  Poijfy  on  the  fame  account.  That  little 
Council  held  with  fuch  Formalities  would  be  a 
Preparative  for  the  States  General  of  the  Prin- 
cipality, who  very  likely  will  confirm  the  true 
Religion  by  their  Authority,  every  Member 
thereof  being  aihamed  to  fpeak  in  behalf  of 
the  falfe,  convicted  to  be  fuch  by  the  Word  of 
God.  Furthermore  it  would  fet  a  Pattern  be- 
fore other  Princes  and  States,  how  to  extricate 
themfelves  out  of  fuch  like  Difficulties.  In 
fhort,  fuch  folemn  Act  of  Piety  and  Prudence 
can  but  redound  to  the  immortal  Glory  of  the 
King  of  Navarre. 

And  it  muft  not  be  faid  that  the  fmall  Com- 
pafs  of  his  Dominions  will  not  allow  him  to 
take  fuch  a  Step  :  The  lefs  is  his  Power,  and 
the  greater  will  be  his  Virtue  and  Reputation. 
TheDuke  of  Saxony  who  was  the  firft  in  expelling 
the  Mafs  out  of  his  own  Country,  was  fubject  to 
the  Empire,  which  he  had  almoft  whole  againft 
him  when  he  began,  and  he  had  neither  the 
Forces  and  Means,  nor  the  Alliances  and 
Friends  which  the  King  of  Navarre  has.  And 
Chriftendcm  was  at  that  time  quire  otherwife 
difpofed  than  it  is  at  this  Day.  But  the  Fear 
of  God  did  caft  out  of  his  noble  and  generous 
Soul  all  other  Fear. 

However 


BookVI.  Reformed  Churches  in  France.         337 

However,  the  faid  King  of  Navarre  may  askHenrylll- 
Advice    upon  that    Subject    of   the    Reformed  „  J 5^- 
Churches  of  France,  of  the  Queen  of  England,  g0ryXIH. 
of  the  Duke  Cajimir,   of  the   Prince  of  Orange,  <—~v--^ 
of  the  Proteftant   Cantons   of   Switzerland  and 
their  Allies,  who  mail  think  themfelves  fo  much 
the  more  obliged  to  fupport  him  againft  all  Op- 
pofers  that  he  mail  have  followed  their  Advices, 
fcfr.  (v) 

Such  was  Bu  Plejfis's  Anfwer,  but  that  Affair 
was  dropt  for  that  Time,  partly  becaufe  the 
Court  of  France  having  got  Intelligence  of  this 
Advice,  didnotinfift  with  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  partly  becaufe  the  laft  Troubles  began  at 
that  Time,  for  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  1580 
when  Bu  Pleffis  fent  that  Memoir. 

On  the  28th  of  June  1581,  was  held  at  Ro-  CXLII. 
chelle  the  nth  national  Synod  of  the  Reformed  The  wtb 
Churches  of  France,  Monf.  Be  Nort,  Minifter  NaiionaJ 
of  Rochelle,  Moderator  ;  Mr.  Be  la  Plant e  Mi-J^f 
nifter  of  Pringay,  AffefTor ;  MefT.  Be  L'  Eft ang formed 
Godion   Minifter  of    Cove  or   Conve,     and    Be  Churches 
Chauvefion,    Lord  of  Beauvois,  Minifter  of  St."/  ?>«>■'■** 
Martin,  Secretaries.      As   to  the  general  Mat- 
ters, they  ratified  what  had  been  decreed  in  the 
former  Synods  with  fome  fmall  Alterations  and 
Amendments  in  fome  of  the  Articles,    whereto 
they  added  fome  new  ones  of  no  great  Moment, 
fuch  as  thefe.     Thofe  who  having  apoftatized  in 
one  Church,  fhall  come  and    refide  in  another 
where  their  Fault  is  unknown,  fhall  do  Penance 
only  before  the  Confiftory  ;  but  if  they  ever  go 
back  to    refide   in  the   Place  where  they   have 
offended,  they  fhall  do   it  publickly  in  the  faid 
Place.     Publick  Penance  mail  never  be  done  bv 
Proxy,  but  by  the  Offender  himfelf  in  Perfon, 
&c.     Two  Books  werecenfured,  and  their  Au- 
V.  III.  Part  II.         Z  thors 

('v  )  Idem  Eook  I.  Mem   de  Da  Pleffis  Mornay,  Tom.  I- 
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Renrylll.thors  excommunicated,  one  the  Hiftory  of 
1 581.    prance^    printed  at  Rochelle,    the   Author   un- 

cory  XIII.  known  »  tne  other  was  written  upon  the  firft 
Book  of  Mofes,  by  one  James  Broccard,  or 
Brocan,  a  Piemontefe,  printed  likewife  at  Ro- 
chelle.  They  pafTed  hard  Cenfures  againft 
Dancing  and  other  Diversions  that  were  then 
much  in  ufe  amongft  the  Reformed  m  France,  and 
likewife  againft  all  manner  of  Drefling,  which 
carry'd  with  it  Marks  of  LafcivioufneTs,  Diflb- 
lution  or  exceffive  new-fangled  Fafhions,  even 
to  the  excommunicating  the  Delinquents,  who 
would  fhewr  themfelves  obftinate.  Ufuries  were 
feverely  forbidden,  as  well  as  Books  that  have 
a  Tendency  to  corrupt  good  Manners.  And  for 
avoiding  for  the  future  the  notorious  Contempt 
of  Religion  that  was  to  be  (ten  every  where, 
even  in  their  religious  Meetings,  it  was  enacted, 
that  Notice  fhould  be  given  unto  all  Perfons 
to  bring  with  them  Pfalms  and  Common  Pray- 
er-books into  the  Churches,  and  that  fuch  as 
fhould  hereafter  contemptuoufly  neglect  to  do 
it,  fhould  be  feverely  cenfured  •,  and  that  all 
reformed  Printers  mould  be  advifed  not  to  fe- 
parate  the  Prayers  and  Catechifm  from  thePfalm- 
Books.  They  made  feveral  other  good  and  wife 
Regulations,  and  ended  their  Seihons  on  the 
29th  of  the  fame  Month,  according  to  Ay- 
mon,  whereby  it  fhould  feem  that  they  had  fate 
but  two  Days,  which  is  not  likely  ;  but  ac- 
cording to  Quick,  they  began  their  Seflions  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  June,    and  ended  on  the  10th  of 


^uly. 


J 

CXLIII  J  hope  the  Reader  will  freely  excufe  the  Di- 
J fkort  greflion  I  am  going  to  make  for  giving  him  a 
Account  o/Tnort  Account  of  the  Revolution  that  happened 
*j3e.  Re,vo~ at  this  Time  in  Portugal,  wherein  the  King  of 
Portugal*  Francc  found  himfelf  fo  far  concerned,  through 

the 
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the  boundlefs  Ambition  of  the  Queen  his  Mo-  Henrylll 
ther,    and    whereby  he    afforded  to  Philip  II.     'S8i/ 
a   fair  Pretence  for  joining  with   his   Enemies,  gorvXIIf. 
and    fupporting  them   till  they  had  compared 
his  Ruin. 

King  Sebafiian   having   been  routed   by  the 
Moors  in  the  Year  1578,  and   having  not  been 
feen  fince  the  Battle,  whether  that  he  had  been 
killed,    or    for   fome  other    Reafon ;     Cardinal 
Henry,   Archbifhop  of  Evora,  his  great   Uncle 
on   his  Father's    fide,    fucceeded    him  as    firft 
Prince  of  the  Blood.     It   muft  be  known  that 
Sebafiian  was  Son  to  Prince  John,  Son  to  King 
John   III.    who  was    Son  to   King  Emanuel  ; 
that  this   Emanuel  had   had  three  other   Sons 
befides  King  John,    Lewis  Duke  of  Beja,  Car- 
dinal  Henry,  and  Edward  Prince  of  Portugal  ; 
and  two  Daughters,    Ifabella,    married  to  Em- 
peror Charles  V.    Mother  to  Philip  II.  King  of 
Spain,  and  Beatrix,  Mother  to  Philibert  Ema- 
nuel, Duke  of  Savoy  •,  that  Lewis  Duke  of  Be- 
ja had  a  natural  Son  named  Don  Anthony,   Prior 
of  Crato  -,  that  Edward  Prince  of  Portugal  had 
two   Daughters,     Mary    married   to  Alexander 
Farnefe,    firft   of  that  Name  Duke  of  Parmay 
and  Mother  to  Rainuccio,    and  Catherine  mar- 
ried to  John  Duke  of  Braganfa. 

Now  the  Cardinal  King  being  very  infirm, 
and  almoft  70  Years  old,  all  the  Pretenders  to 
his  Crown  after  his  Death,  began  to  ftir  out 
and  to  publifh  their  Right.  Therefore  with- 
out reckoning  the  Pope  and  the  Abbot  of  Cler- 
vaux,  who  pretended  by  the  Right  of  fome 
old  Titles  and  Inftruments,  that  the  Kingdom 
of  Portugal  paid  Homage  unto  them,  Philip 
of  Spain,  Philibert  Emanuel  of  Savoy,  Rai- 
miQcio  Farnefe,  Catherine  Wife  of  John  Duke 
Z  %  Qf 
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Henrylll  of  Braganga,  and  Anthony,  Prior  of  CVtf/0,  were 
P^Gre  the  Candidates. 

eoryXIII      The  Duke  of  Savoy  yielded  to    the  King  of 
iSpain,     becaufe    he    was   Son    to    the    eldeft 
Daughter  of  Emanuel,  he  defired  only  that  his 
own  Rights   fhould  be   preferved  in   cafe   Phi- 
lip mould  die  before  him.     As  to  Rainuccio,  his 
Mother  being  dead,    it  was   thought  that   the 
Duchefs  of  Braganfa's  Right  was  better  than 
his,  becaufe  he  was  a  Degree  more  remote  than 
fhe.      So  the  Difpute  remained  between  King 
Philip  and    the  Duchefs  of  Braganfa.    Had  Ifa- 
lella  been  living,  fhe  would  have  been  excluded 
by    Catherine,   but  me  being  dead,    Philip  her 
Son  pretended  that  no  Regard  ought  to  be  had 
to  the  Reafons  that  would  have   excluded   his 
Mother,  becaufe  he  and  Catharine  being  in  a 
Degree  equal,  he  ought  to  be  preferred  becaufe 
of  his  Sex. 

As  to  the  Right  of  Anthony,  the  Cardinal 
King  did  not  regard  it  all,  becaufe  he  hated 
him,  and  it  was  fa  id,  that  his  own  Father,  the 
Duke  of  Beja  had  declared  him  illegitimate  by 
his  lafl  Will  ;  neverthelefs  he  had  for  him  all 
the  People,  and  the  Monks,  the  Jefuits  ex- 
cepted, who  fancied  to  themfelves,  that  the 
Greatnefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  the 
main  Support  of  the  Catholick  Religion. 

Now  Queen  Catherine  of '  Medicis  thought  pro- 
per to  fet  up  likewife  for  a  Candidate,  may  be,  for 
making  the  World  to  believe,  that  fhe  was  of  an 
Extraction  noble  enough  for  pretending  to  the 
Succefhon  of  a  Kingdom.  Her  chimerical 
Right  was  built  upon  a  Foundation  as  much 
chimerical  ;  fhe  pretended  that  Alphov.fius  III. 
King  of  Portugal  had  been  married  about  the 
Year  1235,  with  one  Matilda,  Countefs  of 
Boloign  upon  Seat  which  he  had  repudiated  for 

marrying 
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marrying  again  with  a  younger  Princefs  ;    fhe  Henrylll. 
faid  that  he  had  had  a  Son    by  that  Matilda,  ^5*1' 
named  Robert,  but  that   willing  to    favour  the  goryXIII. 
Children  of  his  fecond  Wife  to  the  prejudice  of  » — - >,^— . / 
this  Robert,  he  had  difinherited  him  ;  that  from 
that  Robert   defcended   the  Counts  of  Boloign, 
of  whom  fhe  pretended  to  be  defcended  herfeif. 
But  befides  that  fuch  a  Narration  was  very  in- 
jurious to  all  the  Kings  of  Portugal,    who  had 
fucceeded  to  Alphonfius  III.  fince  they  could  be 
no  better  than  fo  many  Baftards  and  Ufurpers, 
it  was  utterly  falfe  in  its  efTential  Part ;  for  Ma- 
tilda had   no  Child  by  Alphonfius,  and  Robert, 
Count  of  Boloign,  was  Son  to   a  Sifter   of  that 
Queen. 

The  beft  Right  according  to  all  the  Jurif- 
confults  of  Coimbra,  who  ought  certainly  to  be 
better  acquainted  with  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms 
of  that  Country  than  any  body  elfe,  belonged 
to  the  Duchefs  of  Braganfa,  and  the  Nobility 
and  the  States  of  Portugal  inclined  all  to  her 
Side.  But  the  Cardinal  King  was  fo  weak  that 
he  durft  not  pronounce  in  her  Behalf,  and  en- 
gaged himfelf  with  King  Philip,  fo  much  the 
more  eafily  that  he  faw  that  the  Duke  of  Bra- 
ganfa  was  remifs  ;  befides  that  his  own  Confef- 
for,  a  Jefuit,  perfuaded  him  that  the  Glory  of 
God  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Church  required 
that  Matters  mould  be  fo. 

He  died  thereupon  on  the  laft  Day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1580,  having  reigned  but  17  Months. 
Philip  who  had  every  thing  ready  for  vindica- 
ting his  Right  by  Force  of  Arms,  ordered 
immediately  the  Duke  of  Alva  to  invade  the 
Kingdom  with  a  ftrong  Army.  Anthony  had 
been  already  proclaimed  King,  but  he  could 
not  withftand  him  •,  his  Troops  for  the  mod 
part  were  but  Militia  newly  raifed  and  undifci- 
Z  3  plined, 
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HcrrvIII.plined,  they  were  worried  at  the  rirft.  Attack, 
»-,5P  and  quite  routed  at  the  fecond  •,  To  that  having 
coryXIIIno  P^ace  upon  Land  left  him,  and  being  forced 
»bv  contrary  Winds  to  land  again  as  many 
Times  as  he  took  Ship,  at  laft  he  oifguifed 
himfelf  and  took  a  Monk's  Habit,  and  re- 
mained concealed  in  feveral  Places  for  eighth 
Months  together  •,  and  the  Pcrtuguefe  were  fo 
faithful  unto  him,  that  they  never  difcovered 
him,  tho'  King  Philip  had  promifed  eighty 
thoufand  Crowns  to  whomsoever  mould 
feize  him.  At  laft:  having  found  an  Opportu- 
nity of  making  his  Efcape  by  Sea,  he  went 
into  Holland^  from  whence  he  was  invited  to 
the  Court  of  France,  the  Queen  -  Mother 
thinking  to  encreafe  her  own  Right,  or  rather 
to  give  them  a  Shadow  of  Reality,  by  uniting 
Anthony's  Intereft  with  her  own.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  great  Marks  of  Refpefr.  at  the 
Court  of  France,  and  the  King  anfwered  brisk- 
ly to  the  Spanijh  Embafiador,  who  in  rifted  up- 
on the  expelling  that  Prince  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  France  had  been  always  a  Sanc- 
tuary for  the  unfortunate  Princes,  and  God 
forbid  that  I  ftould  violate  the  leafi  in  the  World 
the  Sacrednefs  of  fuch  an  Asylum,  which  hath 
been  inviolably  preferred  by  all  my  Predecejfors. 
Such  an  Anfwer  was  indeed  worthy  of  a  King 
of  France,  but  under  a  Prince  more  ftrenuous 
and  magnanimous  than  Henry  was.  He  gave 
Leave  to  the  Queen  his  Mother  to  enlift  Men 
throughout  the  Kingdom  for  fupporting  her 
Rights,  and  to  man  as  many  Ships  as  ihe 
thought  proper,  in  which  fne  employed  the 
whole  Year  15S1. 

The  Duke  of  B  was  come  to  an    A- 

greement    with  King  Philip,   and    was   to  enjoy 
the  Diiini:v    ot    Conftable    of    the   Kingdom, 
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but  in  the  laft  Century    John   his  Grandfon  re-  Henry  ill 
covered     his  Right,  and   was   reflored   to    the  n  J5^- 

~m  °  Pope  Gre- 

rhrone.  _  goryXIir 

The  A  fores,  alias  Ter ceres  Iflands,  firmly  ad- 
hered to  Anthony's  Party,  by  the  means  of  the 
Monks  that  were  in  great  Number  and  very 
powerful  there,  only  the  Ifland  of  St.  Michael 
adhered  to  King  Philip. 

Thefe  Monks  were  grown  fo  proud  of  their 
Power  and  Authority,  that  they  turn'd  every 
thing  u pride  down  by  their  Clamours  and  Tu- 
mults, and  call  the  People  into  Fits  of  Fury  to 
no  purpofe.  The  Governour  fent  by  Anthony 
was  his  Favourite  Emanuel  de  Sylva,  whom  he 
had  created  Count  of  Torres- Vedras,  a  Man 
much  more  frentick  and  wicked  than  the 
Monks  themfelves  ;  and  fo  defperately  mad  that 
Lander  eau,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  Queen- 
Mother  with  800  Men  till  her  Army  mould  be 
ready,  having  undertook  to  advife  him  and  ex- 
hort him  to  Moderacion,  he  was  fo  exafperated 
at  it,  that  he  fuborned  fome  Wretches  to  mur- 
der or  poifpn  him. 

The  naval  Army  of  France  failed  from  Belle 
IJIe  in  June,  Strojfy  was  Admiral  thereof,  Br  if- 
fac  Vice-Admiral,  St.  Soulene  commanded  a 
Squadron,  Don  Anthony  embarked  with  the 
Count  of  Vimiofe,  the  only  Portuguefe  Lord 
who  adhered  to  that  Prince  in  his  Misfortunes. 
He  landed  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Michel,  holding 
for  the  Spaniards,  and  forced  800  Men  which 
oppofed  his  landing.  Noguera,  the  Spanijh 
Commander,  who  had  affembled  3000  Men 
was  routed,  and  Anthony  entered  the  Town  of 
Ehade  ;  but  inftead  of  ftorming  the  Caftle, 
whereby  he  would  have  be~n  Mafter  of  the 
whole  Ifland,  and  have  Me.ms  of  intercepting 
the  Weft-India  Fleet,  which  would  have  ena- 
Z  4  bled 
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Henry  III  bled  him  to  maintain  the  War  for  two  or  three 

1582.    Years  together,    he  trifled  away  the   Time  in 

Pope  Gre- ,         •         r  •        *      1  •  r         ■  n 

eoryXill  hearing  the  vain  Acclamations  or  an  lnconftant 
Rabble  •,  and  in  the  mean  while  the  naval  Ar- 
my of  Spain,  under  the  Command  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  St.  Crofs,  arrived  and  fheltered  itfelf 
under  the  Cannon  of  Elgade's  Caftle,  waking  for 
an  Opportunity  of  fighting  with  Advantage. 

The  French  Fleet  was  ftronger  as  to  the  Num- 
ber of  Ships  and  Men,  but  there   was    no  lefs 
Confufion  and  Mifunderftanding  amongft  them, 
than    Jealoufies    and    Quarrels,   becaufe   of  the 
great  Number  of  Volunteers,   and  that  feveral 
of  the   Captains    had    equipped    themfelves  at 
their  own  Charge  -,    and  that  the  Generals,,  tho' 
brave  and  valiant,   were  fo  neglectful,  that  their 
Commands  were  not  regarded.     So  that  on  the 
Day   of    the  Battle,    which   was  the   26th   of 
July,  there  was  fcarce  12  Ships    that  would  en- 
gage,   the  others  refufed  to  engage,  and  St.  Sou- 
lene  went  away  with  eihteen  Sail,  for  which  he 
was  tried  in  France,  and  degraded  like  a  Cow- 
ard.    Neverthelefs  the  Engagement  was   very 
bloody,    and  lafted  two  Hours,  the  Ships  grap- 
pling one  with  another.     At  laft  the  Admiral  of 
France   was  furrounded  and  taken,   Strojjy   was 
wounded  at   the  Knee,    the   others   took  the 
Main,   fome   failed  back   to   France,    others  to 
Tercera  Ifland,   where  Dom  Antonio   had    fhel- 
tered himfelf  during  the  Fight. 

Lo  now  the  barbarous  Pride  of  the  Spaniards^ 
puffed  up  with  fpme  Advantage  !  St.  Crofs 
feeing  Strc[fy  wounded  upon  the  Deck  of  his 
Ship,  caiafed  him  to  be  murdered  with  Hal- 
berts  in  his  own  Prefence,  and  then  caft  into 
the  Sea  -,  and  as  to  the  Prifoners,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  300,  fourfcore  whereof  were  Noblemen 
or  Gentlemen  of  Diiiinction,  after  having  fol- 
lowed 
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lowed  his  Triumph  in  Villafranca,  the  chief  H'1"?*11 
Town  of  St.  Michael  Ifland ,  he  condemned  Pg*j>  q*c_ 
them  all  to  Death,  the  Gentlemen  had  their  g0ry  XIII 
Throats  cut,  the  others  were  hanged,  and  the  '~  ri,J 
French  Prieft  who  had  heard  their  Confeflion, 
fhared  the  fame  Fate. 

Antonio  remained  in  Tercera  Ifland,  with  the 
Remainder  of  Landereau's  Troops,  and  17 
French  Ships  till  Ottober  ;  but  then  fearing  left 
he  mould  be  befieged  there  by  contrary  Winds 
during  the  Winter,  and  by  the  Spanijh  Fleet  in 
the  Spring,  he  failed  for  France.  He  enter- 
tained always  fome  Hopes  of  recovering  the 
Kingdom,  and  attempted  it  in  1588  with  the 
Help  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  without  Suc- 
cefs,  and  from  that  Time  he  lived  in  France 
under  King  Hen*y  IVth's  Protection. 

In  the  Month  of  March  the  Queen  Mother  *5  >' 
fent  the  Commander  De  Chates  with  800  Men 
to  the  Azores  Iflands.  But  the  Governor  Tor- 
res-Vedras  defeated  all  his  good  Intentions  by 
his  Extravagancies,  whereby  he  drew  Deftruc- 
tion  upon  himfelf  ;  for  being  taken  by  the  Spa- 
niards, he  ended  his  Life  by  the  Executioner's 
Hands.  As  to  De  Chates  and  his  Men,  the 
Spaniards  fpared  them  for  this  Time.  («) 

All  this  while  the  King  of  Navarre  endea-  cj-he  Ki° 
voured  to  have  the  late  Edict  executed  not  on-0fNa- 
ly  in   his  own  Government   of    Guienne,    but  varrt  en- 
iikewife  in    all  other    Provinces     beyond    the^war/. 
River  Loire.     That  could  not  be  done  without  /ate  £jia. 
great   Difficulties  ariring  partly  from  the  Stiff-  executed. 
r.efs  of  the  civil  Magiftrate,  who  kept   exactly 
to  the  Letter  of  the  Law   without  confidering 
the  true  Meaning  thereof,  and  partly  from  the 
Obftinacy  of   the  Gentlemen  and  others   who 

had 

( u)  Thuan.  Lib.  65,  69,  70,  71, '73,  75,  78.      Meze- 
ray  ubi  fupra. 


3  46     Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  III. 
Henrylll.  had  been  engaged  in  the  former  Troubles  •,  who 

_I583-     thinking;   themfelves    injured    by   the   frequent 
Pope  Gre- c  ,    r  1  .        1        .    .,    ,|     . 

goryxin.  Summons  s  lent  unto  them  by  the  civil  Magi- 

i— — y— - ;  ftrate,  were  much   offended  at  them,    and    in 
feveral    Places   ftrengthened   their  Caftles,  and 
put  themfelves   in  a  Pofture  of  Defence  againfl 
the  Executions  of  the  Bailiff  and  other  like  Of- 
ficers of  Juftice,    which  could  be  attended  but 
with  very  bad  Confequences.     But  by   the  pru- 
dent   Management  of    the    King  of  Navarre 
and  the  Marfhal  of  Matignon,  they  were  for  the 
moft  part  avoided  ;  and  the  faid  Prince  feemed 
outwardly  fo   well  reconciled  with  the  Court  of 
France,   that  it  was  expected  to  fee  him  again 
at  the  Louvre. 
He  is  in-     Indeed  Henry   infifted  very  much  with  him 
wited  to     upon  that  Subject,  intreating  him  frequently  to 
diverted"  come   to   Court    without    any    farther   Delay  ; 
from  going,  whereto  the  King  of  Navarre  would  have  com- 
plied, had  he  not  been  diverted  by  Du  Pleffis's 
ftrong  Remon (trances,  fetting  forth  the  Danger 
he  was  in,  either  to   be  corrupted   by  bad  Ex- 
amples, or  fcorned  by  the  Favourites,   and   ob- 
liged to    do    Things   very  unbecoming    of  his 
high  Rank  and  Dignity,  or  to  be  betrayed  and 
overpowered   by    the    Guife's  Faction  :    fo   his 
Journey  was  put  off  till  a  better  Opportunity(jf). 
There  happened    at  this  Time  the    Plot  of 
Antwerp,    which  occasioned  the   Ruin  of   the 
Duke  of  An] Gil  in  the   how  Countries  -,   I  fhall 
relate  in  a  Series  what  concerns  thefe  Matters  in 
the  Year  1584. 
CXLV.       On  t^le  15tn  ^ay  °f  May  the  12th  national 
The  xzt'b  Syncd  of    the  Reformed  Churches   in    France 
National  was  held  at  Vitfi  in  Brit  any  in  the  Caftle  of  the 
Sjnod.       Count  QfLava{9   Mr.  Peter  Merlin  Minifter  of 
the  PJace  was  elected  Moderator,  Mr.  Matthew 

Vircile 

[x]  Memoires  de  Du  Pleffis  Mornay,  Tom.  I. 
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Finite  M'vA&cr  of  the  Church  of  Marchais  inHenrylll; 
Beauvaifis  Afleflbr,  Mr.  Rene  Pineau  Minifter  of  Po1SGre- 
the  Church  of  Craon, and  Mi:JeromeFarreau9E\-gQteyxiii. 
der  of  the  Church  of  Rochelle,  Secretaries.  The  1 
Churches  of  the  Low  Countries  fent  their  Deputies 
to  this  Synod,  who  fat  and  voted  as  the  others, 
viz.Michael  Forefty  Minifter  of  theFrench  Church 
of  Mechlin,  Dr.  John  Bolvis,  Minifter  of  Ghent  * 
and  John  Haren,  Minifter  of  Bruges. 

As  ro  the  general  Matters,  the  Synod  took  in- 
to their  Confideration  the  Requeft  made  unto 
them  by  the  Churches  of  the  Low  Countries^ 
and  enacted  what  follows. 

"  Our  Brethren  of  the  Low  Countries  ha- 
44  ving  required  that  fome  Courfe  might  be 
"  taken  that  their  Deputies  might  for  the  fu- 
44  ture  be  prefent  at  our  national  Synods,  and 
44  ours  at  theirs:  This  Aflembly  doth  enact, 
44  That  as  often  as  the  Synods  of  the  faid  Low 
44  Countries  fhall  be  convened,  two  Provinces  of 
44  this  Kingdom  fhall  be  obliged  to  fend  their 
"  Deputies,  viz.  two  Minifters  and  an  Eider, 
"  who  fhall  be  named  by  thofe  two  Provinces 
"  in  every  national  Synod,  and  their  Charges 
44  born  by  all  the  Provinces  of  this  Kingdom, 
44  and  the  Provinces  of  the  Ifle  of  France  and 
44  Normandy  have  been  appointed  now  for  na- 
44  ming  and  fending  Deputies,  to  the  next  Sy- 
"  nod  of  the  Low  Countries.  And  whereas 
44  the  Brethren,  their  Deputies  have  tendered 
44  unto  this  Synod  the  Confeffion  of  Faith  and 
44  the  Difcipline  followed  by  the  faid  Churches 
44  of  the  Low  Countries,  this  AfTembly  having 
44  humbly  and  heartily  blefTed  God  for  that  fweet 
44  Union  and  Agreement  both  in  Doctrine  and 
44  Difcipline  between  the.  Churches  of  this 
44  Kingdom  and  thefe   of  their   own  Country, 

44  did 
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HenryIII.««  did  judge  meet  to  fubfcribe  them  both,    as 
f5°3-    "  our   Brethren  their    Deputies  have    likewife 

goryXIT1.'*  fubfcribed  our  own  Confeftion  and  Church- 
"  Difcipline,  thereby  teftifying  that  mutual 
"  Harmony  and  Concord  in  the  Doctrine  and 
"  Difcipline  of  all  the  Reformed  Churches  in 
"  both  Nations. 

"  Moreover,  this  Affembly  having,  to  its 
"  great  Grief,  understood  the  miferable  Condi- 
*c  tion  of  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Churches  in 
cc  the  Low  Countries  being  peftered  with  divers 
"  Seels  and  Herefies,  as  of  David  George,  Ana- 
"  baptifts,  Libertines  and  other  Errors,  contrary 
<c  to  the  Purity  of  God's  Word,  againft  which 
"  they  cannot  ufe  thofe  Remedies  that  are  moft 
"  defired  •,  and  yet  on  the  other  hand,  this 
"  Synod  did  exceedingly  rejoice  at  the  glad 
''•  Tidings  of  their  Care  and  Diligence  in  op- 
tC  poring  and  refuting  thofe  anti-fcriptural  He- 
"  refies,  fubverfive  of  divine  Doctrine,  Order, 
"  and  Difcipline  ;  and  they  did  moft  earneftly 
"  intreat  them  to  perfevere  in  the  Confutation 
"  and  Condemnation  of  them,  ,as  they  will 
41  alfo  on  their  behalf  cordially  join  with  them  in 
"  fo  doing,  and  will  give,  as  they  do  now  give, 
<c  an  unqueftionable  Proof  thereof,  by  fubferib- 
"  ing  unto  their  Confei-lion  of  Faith  and  Church- 
"  Difcipline. 

"  And  forafmuch  as  this  holy  Union  and 
"  Concord,  eftablifhed  between  the  Churches  of 
"  France  and  thofe  of  the  Low  Countries,  feems 
'•  neceffariiy  to  require  their  mutual  Love  and 
"  AiTiftance  :  This  Affembly  thinks  proper, 
"  that  the  Churches  of  both  thefe  Nations 
"  fhall  help  reciprocally  one  another  with  their 
"  Minillers  and  other  things,  according  as  their 
4t  refpective  Neceflities  and  Means  fhall  require 
*l  and  enable  them. 

«  The 
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««  THE  CASE  of  a  leprous  Wife  being  examin-  Henrylll. 
<c  ed,   it  was   decided,   that  her  Husband  could     J583- 
"  not  marry  with  another  during  her  Life  ;  but    °"  x L^ 
"  that  he  ought  to  pray  and  fajl,  and  contain  s  ' 
"  himfelf,    and  give  her  all  poffible  Afliftance 
"  and  Relief. 

"•  The  Liturgy  for  Baptifm  mail  not  be 
"  forborn  at  the  Baptifm  of  Infants,  born  in 
"  Adultery,  Fornication  or  Inceft  ;  tho'  it  is  ex- 
"  prefly  declared  therein,  that  they  are  begotten 
"  of  Father  and  Mother^  whom  God  has  called 
"  into  his  Church  :  Becaufe,  that  under  the 
"  Name  of  Father  and'  Mother  are  not  com- 
"  prized,  only  thofe  who  begat  them,  but  alfo 
"  their  Ancestors  to  a  thoufand  Generations. 

I    don't    know    how    the    judicious  Reader 
will    relifh    the    8th   Article     of     the    general 
Matters,     concerning    Promifes    of    Marriage. 
It  runs  thus  :    "  The  4th  Article  in  the  Chapter 
"  of  Marriages  afTerting,  that  Promifes  of  Mar- 
<c  riage  made  by  Words  in  the  prefent  Tenfe,  are 
"  indiffolvable,  mall  not   be  changed  j    and  in 
"  cafe  of  any  Offence  taken  by  one  of  the  Parties 
"  thus  betrothed,  and  that  he  or  fhe  refufe  to 
"  perform  upon  that  account  the  faid  Marriage, 
"  the  refuting  Perfon  mail  be  conftrained  to  it 
"  by  ecclefiaitical  Cenfures,    and   even   by  Ex- 
"  communication,  unlefs   the   offending  Perfon 
"  hath  never  communicated  at  the  Lord's  Table ; 
"  in  which  cafe  all   Admonitions    being  given 
"  duly  in  the  Confiftory,  his  or   her  Obftinacy 
"   mall  be  on  three  feveral  Lord's  Days  pub- 
"  Jickly  declared  and  fignifiedunto  the  People  •, 
"  and  on  the  fourth,  they  mall  be  publickly 
■"   informed,   that  we  don't  repute  fuch  a  Perfon 
"  by  Name  as  Member  of  the  Church.    This  be- 
"  ing  done,  if  the  refufing  Perfon    ftlll  perfiils 
**  m  his  Obftinacy,  the  other  Party   fhall  be 

"  Cent 
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Henrylir. "  fent  to  the  Magistrate,  that  he  may  be  fet  at 
Pvbe^Gve  "  1'berty '»  anc*  having  obtained  it.  the  faid  Per- 
goryXIII  "  f°n  may  marry  whom  he  pleafcth,  and  his 
4"  Marriage  (hall  be  publickly  folemnized  in  the 
"  Church.  But  the  refujing  Party  jhall  not  be 
"  received  to  the  Communion -Table,  nor  allowed 
"  to  marry  any  other,  until  by  a  long  Space  of 
"  time  he  hath  given  fufficient  proof  of  his 
u  Repentance,  and  given  due  Satisfaction  to  the 
"  Church. 

"  N.  B.  That  all  thefe  Cenfures  were  paffed 
"  againft,  and  thefe  Penalties  inflicted  on  Per- 
w  fons  who  were  not  married  as  yet,  but  only 
"  betrothed,  and  who  took  a  difguft  againft 
<c  their  Bride  or  Bridegroom,  either  for  real  or 
"  imaginary  Caufes. 

tl  Ballards  were  to  be  entered  in  the  Regifter- 
"  Book  of  the  Church.  Thofe  only  who  were 
"  born  in  Inceft  excepted. 

"  Biptifm  was  to  be  adminifter'd  before  the 
"  laft  Pfalm  was  fung. 

"  It  was  refolved,  that  a  Seal  mould  be 
"  made  for  the  Ufe  of  the  National  Synods, 
"  that  all  Letters  of  Moment  written  in  their 
"  Name  might  be  fealed  with  it ;  and  that  Seal 
*'  was  conftantly  to  be  fent  unto  that  Province 
"  wherein  the  next  Synod  was  to  be  celebrated. 
"  There  was  engraven  upon  it  a  bumingBufh,  in 
*c  the  midfl  whereof  was  written  the  Hebrew 
"  Word  Jehovah,  and  round  the  Circle, 
"  Flagro,  non  consumor,  Iburn,  but  am 
"  not  confumed. 

"  Several  Amendments  and  Additions  were 
*'  made  to  the  Articles  of  the  Church- Dif- 
"  cipline. 

"  As  to  the  particular  Matters,  the  Depofi- 
"  tion  of  feveral  Minifters  Apoftate  or  other- 
"  wife  fcandalous,  was  confirmed  and  ratified. 

"  The 
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"  The  Marriage  of  a  Widow  who  had  beenHenryIir- 
"  betrothed  before  to  another  by  Words  of  the p*f  &\ 
*'  prefent  Tenfe,  was  declared  void  and  null  jgoryXUl. 
"  however  whereas  fhe  had  had  a  Child  fince  her* 
ft  Marriage,   which    had  been  baptized  in  the 
"  Reformed  Church,  the  Confiftory  might  ap- 
*'  prove  and  confirm  the  fecond  Marriage,  pro- 
*'  vided  that  her  former  Bridegroom  mould  de- 
"  clare  that  he  did  repudiate  and  reject  the  faid 
"  Woman. 

"  The  Sentence  pafled  by  the  Provincial  Sy- 
*c  nod  of  Angoumois  againft  Mr.  De  la  Croixy 
"  Minifter  of  Jarnac,  for  exercifing  Phyfick 
"  together  with  the  Miniftry,  was  ratified  by 
*'  the  prefent  Synod  ;  and  the  faid  De  la  Croix 
"  ftrictly  admonimed  to  adhere  wholly  to  his 
"  Miniftry,  and  not  to  practife  Phyfick  for 
"  Lucre- fake. 

"  The  Lord  Du  Plejfis  Mornay  being  come 
<c  to  this  Synod,  demanding  from  his  Majefty 
*'  the  King  of  Navarre ',  that  fome  Deputies, 
"  Perfons  of  Quality  and  Underftanding,  mould 
**•  be  fent  unto  him,  and  be  near  his  Perfon  to 
"  inform  him  of  the  true  State  of  the  Churches; 
*c  and  that  he  might  alfo  impart  by  their  means 
"  to  the  Churches,  all  Matters  of  Importance 
"  tending  to  their  Welfare  and  Prefer vation : 
f*  All  the  Churches  were  exhorted  by  this  Sy- 
"  nod  to  comply  with  his  Majefty 's  Demands, 
68  and  to  name  accordingly  two  or  three  De- 
"  puties  ;  and  the  Province  of  the  IJle  of  France 
"  was  to  fee  it  done  without  delay. 

"  A  Motion  being  made  for  an  Union  and 
"  Agreement  between  the  Churches  of  Germa- 
"  ny  and  thofe  of  France,  it  was  ordered  that 
"  Mr.  de  Chandicu,  Minifter  of  Paris,  mould 
<c  be  defired  to  undertake  a  Journey  into  Gcr- 
"  many  for  that  purpofe  ;   but  if  he  had  good 

44  Reafons 
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Hcnrylll."  Reafons  for  declining  the  Charge,  Mr.  de  Seire 

FflirGre-"  ^ould  be  intreated  to  Supply  his  Place. 

goryXIU.     "  Mr.  Salnar,  others  read  Halnar,  and  others 

u-v— j  "  Saluart,  Minifter  of  Caftres,  Author  of  Har- 

"  monia  Confejjionum,   was   intreated  to  write  in 

"  the  Name  of  this  Synod  to  the   Princes   and 

"  Divines  of  Germany,  and  to  confer  with  the 

■•«  Lord  Du  Pleffis  about  the  SubjecT:  Matter  of 

"  his  Letters ;  which   faid  Letters  were  to  be 

"  fent  to  Mr.  de  Cbandieu,  to  be  prefented  by 

"  him. 

"  A  Roman-  Catholick  having  efpoufed  his 
*'  deceafed  Wife's  Niece  of  the  fame  Religion, 
*c  and  had  feveral  Children  together,  they  hav- 
"  ing  embraced  the  Reform'd  Religion,  their 
*<  Marriage  was  declared  inceftuous  by  this  pre- 
«e  fent  Synod,  and  not  to  be  tolerated  •,  there- 
<c  fore  left  they  fhould  provoke  the  Wrath  of 
«c  God  more  heavily  againft  them,  they  ought  to 
"  feparate  one  from  the  other. 

"  But  whereas  they  had  committed  this  Sin 
"  in  the  time  of  their  Ignorance,  it  was  or- 
"  dered  that  they  mould  confefs  it  privately 
"  unto  the  Confiftory,  where  they  would  be  ad- 
"  monifhed,  counfelled  and  comforted  by  the 
«  Word  of  God." 

They  made  feveral  other  Regulations,  and  de- 
cided feveral  other  Points,  which  I  forbear 
to  mention  for  Brevity  fake.  Their  Seffions  end- 
ed on  the  27th  of  May  (y). 

CXLVI.  That  Union  betwixt  all  the  Proteftant  and 
TbeKingof  Reformed  of  Europe,  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
Navarre  above-iaid  Articles  of  that  Synod  was  very  ne- 
*?4^'/«- ceffary,  efpecially  at  this  time  that  the  Holy 
tion  <witb  League  againft  the  Reformed  and  the  Pro- 
tbeProtef-ftfaxiXs    was  growing    every   day  ftronger,  by 

tant  Prin-  the 

ces  of  Lit- 

r0he.  (r)  Quick  Synodicon.     Aymon  Synod.  Nat.  Tom   I. 
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the  Accemon  of  the  moft  powerful  Princes  of  the  Henry  Ilf. 
Roman  Communion.  The  King  of  Navarre,  by  p  ^J' 
the  Advice  especially  of  Du  Plejfis,  neglected  no-  ooryXIII. 
thing  in  order  to  form  fuch  an  Union.  For  that 
purpofe  the  faid  Du  Pleffis,  by  his  faid  Majefty's 
Orders,  fent  a  Memorial  to  my  Lord  Walftngham^ 
Secretary  of  State  in  England,  to  be  mewed  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  \  to  engage  that  Princefs  to 
enter  into  that  Alliance,  whereof  me  mould  be 
the  Head.  He  fets  forth  in  a  very  lively  man- 
ner the  great  Advantages  her  Majefty  mould 
reap  therefrom,  oppofmg  the  Alliances  me  could 
make  with  more  powerful  Princes  than  herfelf, 
or  even  equal  to  herfelf,  with  that  me  could 
make  with  her  Inferiors  as  to  Power.  In  the 
firft  cafe,  who  is  allied  to  an  Equal,  and  much 
more  to  a  Superior,  lofes  his  Liberty  and  his 
Advantage  •,  becaufe  he  who  hath  a  Companion, 
hath  a  Matter,  and  the  Greater!:  makes  always 
the  Affairs  of  his  Inferior  fubfervient  to  his  own. 
This  he  proves  by  feveral  Inftances.  But  he 
who  is  allied  with  a  weaker  than  himfelf,  be- 
comes Half-mafter  of  his  Faculties  and  Strength  •, 
and  indeed  France  never  had  more  ufeful  Alli- 
ance, and  more  ready  at  hand,  than  that  of 
the  Switzers. 

Befides  that  an  Alliance  of  a  Proteftant 
Power  with  a  Prince  of  the  Catholick  Religion, 
cannot  be  very  fincere,  nor  of  a  very  long  con- 
tinuance •,  becaufe  the  Interests  of  their  Religion 
are  quite  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  other  Party,  as 
Experience  mews  it. 

Then  he  anfwers  to  an  Objection  that  could 
be  made,  and  which  is  drawn  from  the  Situation 
of  England,  and  he  owns  that  it  is  not  an  eafy 
matter  to  conquer  it  ;  but  then  it  muft  be  own- 
ed, that  it  is  very  eafy  to  raife  Commotions  in, 
it.     He  quotes  for  an  Inftance  the  late  Propofi- 

V.HI.  Part  II,        A  a  tion 
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Henryin.  tion  of  Marriage  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and 

*5*3-    the  Duke  of  An] oil,  very  pleafing  to  fome,   but 

)ryXIII. odious  to  others;  which  divided  the  Kingdom 
i  in  Parties,  and  put  the  Court  and  the  Council 
in  a  Combuftion. 

From  all  thefe  Confiderations-  he  infers,  that 
the  Queen  of  England,  befides  the  Order  fhe 
might  put  to  the  Affairs  at  home,  could 
ftrengthen  herfelf  with  Alliances  abroad  more 
fincere  and  lading,  than  thofe  fhe  had  had  till 
then.  And  he  mentions  the  Alliance  with  the 
Protectant  Princes  of  Germany,  who  were  al- 
ready leagued  together  for  aflifting  the  Elector 
of  Cologn,  who  had  turned  Proteftant ;  and  infi- 
nuates,  that  a  Treaty  might  be  concluded  with 
that  League  already  formed,  which  would  be 
much  better  than  to  treat  with  each  Prince  a- 
part.  No  doubt,  but  they  will  accept  of  the 
Protection  of  England,  to  oppofe  it  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria ;  by  that  means  they  will  be  ena- 
bled to  make  a  King  of  the  Romans  out  of  an- 
other Houfe  than  that  of  Auftria,  which  other- 
wife  will  enflave  all  Chrijlendom,  becaufe  King 
Philip  hath  but  a  Son,  a  weak  and  fickly 
Prince,  which  if  he  mould  die  unmarried,  the 
Emperor  will  reunite  the  Authority  of  the  Em- 
pire, together  with  the  Power  of  Spain,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  Marriage  with  the  Infanta  of  Spain. 

Moreover,  her  Majefty  will  be  aflifted  in  cafe 
of  Need  with  all  the  Proteftant  Forces  of  Ger- 
many, from  whence  fhe  might  have  a  ftrong  Ar- 
my of  Re'ifiers  at  her  Devotion,  to  be  fent  when- 
ever and  wherever  fhe  fhall  think  proper :  For 
which  purpofe  it  would  be  requifite  that  fhe 
iliould  depoiite  a  round  Sum  of  Money  in 
fome  City  of  Germany,  whereby  her  Friends 
ihall  be  encouraged,  and  her  Enemies  kept  in 
awe.  Such  an  Alliance  will  be  no  fooner  con- 
cluded, 
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eluded,    but  feveral    Princes   and   neighbouring  Henry  III, 
States  will  be  glad  to  enter  into  it  ;    every  onepI5^V 
being  drawn  into  it  by  his  own  private  Intereft  ."gorvXIII 
The  general  Difpofition  of  all  Chriftendom  being 
fuch,  that  nothing  more  is  wanting  but  Tome  emi- 
nent Prince  to  give  the  Signal  to  others^  who  will 
be  ready  to  join  their  Forces  together,  to  prevent 
their  utter  Ruin   and  reftore  the  Balance  in  Eu- 
rope. 

He  approves  much  of  the  Alliance  her  Ma- 
jefty has  lately  concluded  with  Scotland;  but 
then  he  defires,  that  me  would  be  pleafed  to 
co udder  that  the  Prince  of  that  Country  is  of 
Age  to  be  married  ;  that  all  the  Parties  then  of- 
fered, were  not  fortable  with  the  Intereft  of 
England;  therefore  it  would  be  very  prudently 
done,  to  provide  that  he  fhould  marry  in  a 
Houfe  that  flood  well  affected  to  England;  and 
he  recommends  Catherine,  Sifter  to  the  King  of 
Navarre,  (a  Princefs  every  way  qualified  for 
fuch  a  Match,  as  he  expreffes  himfelf  elfe- 
where,). 

He  adds,  that  as  long  as  the  Reformed  Party 
mall  be  abie  to  fublift  in  France,  and  in  the  Low 
Countries,  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain  will 
not  be  able  to  do  her  Majefty  much  harm  : 
therefore  her  own  Intereft  obliges  her  to  fup- 
port  them  mightily. 

He  fhews  forth,  that  had  her  Majefty  fupport- 
ed  thofe  of  the  Low  Countries  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  their  Troubles,  they  would  not  have, 
been  reduced  to  that  fad  Crifis  wherein  fhe  faw 
them  now,  to  her  great  Grief.  He  bitterly  com- 
plains afterwards  of  the  bad  Ufage  the  King  of 
Navarre^  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  the  whole 
Reformed  Party  in  France,  had  received  of  her 
Majefty  fince  the  Year  1570,  having  been 
wholly  forfaken  by  her:  for  as  to  the  Money 
A  a  2  fhe 


356  Ilijlory  of the  Reformation, and  of 'the  Vol. III. 
Henrylll.  fhe  lent  in  1576,  it  was  for  the  Duke  of  Anjoifs 
pl^Gre  ownUfe.  And  he  infills,  that  her  Majefty  was 
aorvXIII.  ^°  ^ar  concerned  in  their  Prefervation,  that 
even  JJje  ought  not  to  bear  without  Jealoufy  that 
they  Jhould  fupport  them  fellies  without  her  Con- 
currence. 

To  this  he  added  a  View  of  the  King  of  Na- 
'ifarrk,  and  of  his  Party's  State  and  Condition, 
and  (hews  forth,  that  as  to  that  Prince's  Reli- 
gion, tho'  it  may  prove  an  Obftacle  to  the  for- 
warding of  his  Intereft  amongft  the  People,  ne- 
verthelefs  the  wifeft  fort  do  acknowledge,  that  a 
Prince  -fmcerely  adhering  to  one  Religion,  is 
better  than  one  who  has  none  at  all  •,  and  that 
fuch  is  the  prefent  State  of  the  Kingdom,  that 
Peace  can  never  be  well  fettled  without  tolerat- 
ing the  Reformed.  And  no  doubt,  fays  he,  but 
ittdny  notable  Perfons  would  adhere  to  the  King 
of  Nawre's  Religion  and  Party,  mould  they 
fee  him  fo  well  fupported  abroad  as  he  is  well 
fettled  at  home,  being  vaftly  tired  with  the  Su- 
perftitions  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the  Cor- 
ruption of  the  prefent  Government. 

In  the  Picture  he  draws  of  the  faid  Prince,  he 
fays,  that  be  fides  the  Comel'inefs  of  his  Face,  the 
good  Proportion  of  his  Body,  his  ftrong  Con- 
futation, his  majeftick  Mien,  C57\  he  was  en- 
dowed with  a  vaft  Quicknefs  of  Spirit;  a  Mag- 
nanimity almoft  unparalielled.  It  is  the  Sub- 
ib.nce,  fays  he,  whereof  the  greateft  Heroes 
have  been  made ;  he  has  undergone  feveral 
hard  Trials,  and  overcome  feveraF  dangerous 
Encounters  ;  he  has  gloriouily  fTnifhed  many  in- 
tricate Treaties,  and  been  always  employed  in 
the  molt  important  Affairs  either  of  Peace  or 
War.  By  fuch  Exercifes,  a  great  Prince  is 
fafhioned  and  perfectioned.  Moreover,  for  fome 
Years  pa.lt,    he  is  ufed   to  confult  the  belt:  and 
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wifeir.  Men   in  the  Kingdom,   which  he  hath  Henry  fir. 
call'd  near  his  Peribn :  So  that  every  one  is  in     *  5  g^_ 
a   great     Expectation    that    God   will    perform  g0ryxiJI. 
mighty  things  in  our  Age  by  him  and  for  him. 

He  fays,  that  indeed  he  had  been  a  great 
Sufferer,  as  to  his  Hereditary  Dominions  and  E- 
ftates,  thro*  the  imprudent  Management  of  his 
PredecefTors  and  the  Civil  Wars  ;  however  he 
enjoyed  ftill  three  hundred  thoufand  Crowns 
yearly  Rent,  and  difcharged  every  Day  his 
Debts  thro'  the  Diligence  and  Care  of  his  Ser- 
vants, and  that  his  Houfhold  was  then  fplendid 
and  in  good  order. 

The  faid  Eftates  confirmed  partly  in  Sovereign- 
ties, and  partly  not.  He  held  in  Sovereignty 
that  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Navarre,  called 
Low  Navarre,  the  Country  of  the  Bafques,  and 
of  Donnezan  ;  Item  the  Principality  of  Bearn,  a 
large  populous  and  fruitful  Country,  wherein  the 
Cities  of  Okron,  Pau,Lefcar,Orthez,  Navarreins 
a  ftrong  Place,  provided  with  an  Arfenal  well 
ftored  of  all  forts  of  Ammunition,  and  feveral 
other  Towns  are,  fituated .  Thefe  Countries  may 
bring  into  the  Field  at  any  time  three  hundred 
Gentlemen- and  fix  thoufand  Harquebufiers  well 
armed.  At  Orthez  there  is  an  Univerfity, where- 
in the  King  of  Navarre  keeps  fifty  Students  in 
Divinity,  each  for  ten  Years  at  his  own  Charge. 

As  Homager  to  the  King  of  France  the 
faid  Prince  holds  the  County  of  Foix,  which  is 
of  a  large  Extent,  and  wherein  are  fituated  a- 
mongft  others  the  Towns  of  Foix,  Pamiers, 
Mazeres,  Saver  dun,  Madazil,  all  ftrong  Places, 
fortified  by  Art  and  Nature  ;  moft  part  of  the 
Inhabitants  are  Reformed,  and  may  bring  into 
the  Field  fix  thoufand  Harquebufiers, 

A  a  3  Item 
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Henrylll.  Item,  the  County  of  Bigorre,  the  Capital 
p,583-  whereof  is  2^rfo  ;  the  Vifcounty  of  Marfan, 
goryXlil"  wherein  the  Mount  of  Marfan,  Roquefort,  Ville- 
neuve,  &c.  are  fkuated.  Item,  the  Duchy  of 
Albret,  wherein  Albret,  Nerac,  Cajlel-jaloux,  Tar- 
tas,  and  feveral  other  good  Towns  are  fi- 
tuated. 

Item,  the  County  of  Armagnac,  Upper  and 
Lower,  which  contains  eighteen  hundred  Fees- 
Noble  ;  andswherein  the  Cities  of  Auch,  Condom, 
Leitoure,  and  many  others  are  fituated.  Item, 
the  County  of  Rouergue,  of  a  vaft  Extent  -,  and 
contains  among  others,  Rhodez,  Millau,  Vabres. 
Item,  the  County  of  Perigord,  the  Vifcounty  of 
Limofine,  many  Cities  and  Caftles  whereof  are 
Subjects  and  Dependants  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, and  all  the  Gentry  are  hereditarily  his 
Vaflals.  In  fhort,  few  Cities  excepted,  he  holds 
whatever  lies  between  Spain  and  the  Dordogne, 
from  South  to  North  •,  and  between  the  Ocean 
and  the  Languedoc  and  Auvergne,  Weft  to  Eaft, 
a  Difrricr.  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Leagues,  much  peopled  with  Nobility  :  And 
thofe  who  have  read  the  Hiltory  of  France  and 
England,  efpecially  Froissart,  know  very 
well  what  were  a  Count  of  Foix  or  of  Armas.- 
vac,  a  Duke  of  Albret,  in  the  times  of  King 
Edward  III.  If  they  were  fo  powerful  in 
thofe  Days,  when  thefe  Countries  were  not  fo 
well  manured  and  fo  rich,  how  powerful  muft 
be  a  Prince  who  poiTeiTes  them  all  in  the  pro- 
sperous Condition  they  are  in  now  ? 

The  abovefaid  Provinces  are  likewife  under 
the  King  of  Navarre's  immediate  Jurifdiction, 
as  Governor  and  Lieutenant-General  for  the 
King  mGuienne.  Befides  thefe  Countries  in  the 
South  of  FYance,  the  faid  Prince  hath  alio  very 
large  Eftates  beyond  the  Loire  (Du  Plcffts  was 

at 
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^7/Nerac    when  he   wrote   this)    fuch  as  the  Henry  I II 
Duchy  of  Vendome  is;    that  of  Beaumont,   the'S^- 
County  of  Marie ',   the  Vifcounty  of  Chateauneuf,  gjryxiu. 
and  the  Country  of  Thumerais,  &c.  wherein  moft  w-y— ^ 
part  of  the  Nobility  profefs  the  Reformed  Re- 
ligion, and  ftand  very  well  affected  for  the  faid 
Prince.     I  don't  mention  here   his  great  Preten- 
tions, nor  his  great  Eftates  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries. 

All  his  Eftates  and  Demefnes  are  under  the 
Direction  of  four  Chambers,  fettled  one  at  Pan 
in  Beam,  another  at  Nerac,  a  third  at  Ven- 
dome, and  the  lafl:  at  la  Fere  ;  and  whereas  all 
thefe  Demefnes  are  fituated  under  the  Jurifdiction 
of  three  feveral  Parliaments,  viz.  Paris,  Thou-, 
loufc,  and  Bourdeaux ;  he  keeps  a  Council  at 
his  own  Charge  in  each  of  thefe  Courts,  where- 
in one  of  the  chief  Counfellors  thereof  pre- 
fides. 

As  Chief  and  Protector  of  the  Reformed  in 
France,  the  faid  Prince  is  fupported  by  feveral 
Lords,  Gentlemen,  Captains,  Provinces,  Cities, 
and  Commonalties  of  the  Kingdom,  whofe  Cou- 
rage, Forces  and  Means,  increafe  every  Day. 
B-fides,  feveral  ftrong  Places  belonging  to  the 
King,  which  are  fituated  in  the  Hereditary 
Countries  of  the  King  of  Navarre,  fuch  as  Ba-. 
zas  an  Epifcopal  City,  Puymirol,  Montfegur,  Le 
Mas  de  Verdun,  Caumont  upon  the  Garonne,  and 
feveral  others  which  have  always  fided  with  his 
Navarrcfe  Majejty  -,  going  towards  the  Eafiy 
there  is  the  Country  of  Quercy,  containing  four 
Caftlewards,  Cahon.  Montauban,  Figeac,  and 
Lauzerte  ;  Figeac  and  Montauban  are  wholly  in 
the  Reformed 's  hands  •,  as  to  Lauzerte,  it  is 
common  both  to  the  Reformed  and  to  the  Ca- 
tholicks ;  Cahors  was  reftored  to  the  King  of 
prance  by  the  lafl  Treaty.  Under  thefe  four 
A  a  4  Caftle- 
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Henrylll.  Caftlewards  there  are  feveral  fmall  Towns  pro- 
P  le  8(j'e.^inS  the  Reformed  Religion,  and  Tiding  with 
goryXIIf. tne  ^ame  Party,  fuch  as  Caujfade,  Realmont^  St. 
Antonin,  &c.  On  one  fide  there  is  the  Coun- 
try of  Lauragais,  Tiding  with  the  Reformed  ; 
Puylaurens  is  the  Capital  thereof,  the  Woad  a 
Plant,  grows  in  that  Country.  On  the  other 
fide  there  is  the  Albigeois,  Cajires  is  the  chief 
City,  a  great  and  well  fortified  Place  •,  and  on 
another  fide  the  Country  of  Foix^  and  Rouergue. 
All  thefe  Countries  are  fo  fituated  that  they  may 
by  the  Help  of  a  little  Diverfion  join  their 
Forces  together  with  thofe  of  the  Churches  of 
Languedoc,  JDaupbine,  and  Provence. 

In  Lower Languedoc,  the  Reformed  hold Nimes 
and  its  Senefcbaljbip,  Montpellier,  the  Seat  of  a 
Chamber  of  Account s  ;  Aiguemortes  with  its  Salt- 
Ponds,  Ufez,  Alez,  Alais,  Lunel,  Aimargues, 
Marfillargues,  Baignols,  Scmmieres,  and  feveral 
others.  Furthermore,  the  Country  of  Cevennes, 
the  Vivarais,  the  Veil  ay,  the  Givaudan,  &c. 
wherein  feveral  opulent  Cities  are  fituated, 
ftrongly  fortified  even  by  Nature*,  and  which 
being  now  ftriclly  united  with  the  Duke  of 
Montmorancy,  Governor  of  Languedoc,  who  finds 
his  own  account  in  that  Union,  they  may  be 
fure  of  having  the  whole  Province  for  them, 
which  is  the  richeft  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  two 
or  three  Places  excepted  ;  for  the  faid  Duke  has 
in  his  own  power  Beav.caire  upon  the  Rbofnc, 
the  Senefchalfhip  of  Beziers,  Pezenas,  Carcajfon- 
nc,  Agdc,  Leucathe,  and  feveral  other  Places  of 
great  repute,  in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Langue- 
doc. That  Province  might  bring  into  the  Field 
fix  thoufand  Harquebufiers,  befides  the  Garifons 
for  all  its  Cities,  Towns,  Caftles,  and  Strong- 
holds ;  this  is  to  be  underftood  only  of  the  Re- 
formed, without  reckoning  the  Catholicks.  The 
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Lord  of  Chatillon,  with  d*Andelot  his  Brother,  HenryllL 
Sons  to  the  late  Admiral,  have  the  Direction  of  p  **>  Jj.e_ 
the  Affairs  of  the  Reformed  in  that  Province.     goryXIII. 

In  Provence  the  Reformed  increafe  a-pace, 
at  Aries  and  Aix,  even  at  Marfeilles,  where  there 
was  not  a  fingle  Reformed  four  Years  ago,  now 
there  is  more  than  two  hundred  Families  of  the 
faid  Religion.  In  that  Province  many  Cities 
held  fecretly  for  the  King  of  Navarre ,  though 
there  is  but  one  that  could  declare  itfelf  openly 
and  with  the  King's  Approbation  by  the  EdicT: 
of  1577,  viz.  Seine  la  Grand  Tour.  The  Ba- 
rons of  Rieux  and  AHemagne,  have  the  Direc- 
tion of  Affairs  in  that  Country. 

In  Dauphine,  the  Reformed  Intereft  had 
much  declined  in  the  laft  War,  becaufe  they 
were  deftitute  of  all  Affiftance,  and  were  oblig- 
ed to  truft  themfelves  upon  the  Duke  of  May- 
eime's  Honour,  whereof  they  have  had  good 
Reafon  to  repent  *,  but  fince  that  time  their  Di- 
visions and  Jealoufies  have  ceafed,  thro'  the  pru- 
dent Management  of  the  Lords  Les  Diguieresy 
Gouvernet,  Blafcons,  Morges,  Mirabel,  and  fe- 
veral  others.  There  is  in  that  Province  above 
four  hundred  Lords  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Re- 
formed Religion,  ready  to  take  the  Field  on 
horfeback  at  any  Emergency ;  and  all  their 
Places  being  well  provided  with  Garifons,  they 
may  bring  four  thoufand  Harquebufiers  into  the 
Field.  Nions  and  Serres,  Upper  and  Lower,  are 
the  Cautionary  Towns  granted  by  the  Edict  ; 
befides  which,  feveral  other  Places  fupport  the 
Reformed  Party,  tho'  fecretly.  The  Principa- 
lity of  Orange  lies  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and 
has  always  fided  with  them. 

So  that  from  the  Pyrenean  to  the  Alps,  that 
is,  from  Weft  to  Eaft  of  the  Kingdom,  a  Tra- 
veller will  find  at   every  three  Leagues  fome 

Place 
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Henrylll.piace  or  other  holding  for  the  Reformed  Party, 
p  !>^5-  and  which  are  either  of  the  Patrimony  or  under 
gory  XII I . tne  Protection  of  the  King  sof  Navarre  ;  and 
Aiguemortes  being  at  their  Devotion,  they  may 
fit  out  a  Number  of  Frigates  and  Galleys  for 
annoying  the  Trade  of  the  Mediterranean. 

From  South  to  North,  befidcs  the  King  of  Na- 
varre's Patrimony,  there  lies  the  Country  cal- 
led Between  the  two  Seas,  between  the  Rivers 
Garonne  and  Dordogne  •,  the  Inhabitants  where- 
of are  Reformed,  very  few  excepted,  which  in 
four  Days  time  have  fent  four  thoufand  Har- 
quebufiers  into  the  Field  in  the  laft  War.  Be- 
yond that  Country  are  the  Provinces  of  An- 
goumois,  Xaintonge,  Poitoa,  and  the  Country  of 
/iuhiix\  which  can  afford  five  hundred  Gentle- 
men on  hprfeback,  and  fix  thoufand  Harque- 
bufiers,  all  Reformed.  Thefe  Provinces  are 
chiefly  under  the  Prince  of  Conde's  Direction  : 
$efides  feveral  fmall  Towns  and  Caftles,  they 
held  Pons,  St.  John  of  Angely,  where  the  Prince 
refides,  and  La  Rochelle,  which  is  governed  by 
its  Mayor  and  Sheriffs.  Through  thefe  Coun- 
tries one  may  travel  from  the  Pyreneans  to  Br  i- 
tanny,  as  from  Weft  to  Raft. 

True  it  is,  that  beyond  the  Loire  (that  is  to 
be  underftood  in  regard  to  the  Situation  of  i\fc- 
rac,  where  Du  PleJ/is  was  when  he  wrote  this) 
the  King  of  Navarre's  Party  is  not  fo  apparent; 
neverthelefs  there  is  not  a  fingle  Province  in  that 
Northern  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  without  a  good 
Number  of  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  Refor- 
med Religion  :  Such  as  the  Vifcount  of  Rohany 
the  Count  of 'Laval,  the  Lord  of  Rieux  his  Bro- 
ther, the  Marquis  of  Garlande,  the  Count  of 
Montgommery,  &c.  £•?£.  Befides  a  vaft  Number 
of  People  of  all  Ranks  ready  to  embrace  the 
Reformed  Religion  and  Party,   whenever  they 

may 
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may  do  it  with  fafety  -,    but  fmce  Bartholomew* sHenrylll. 
Day  they  have  found  no  other  Security   but  in  _  J583- 
the  Armies  which  they  could  join  but  with  great  goryXIII. 
Difficulty,  unlefs  when  they  came  from  Germany. 
But  for  all  that,  they  have  a  certain  Order  fet- 
tled  amongft   themfelves,  and   in   every   Place 
there  is  fome  Gentleman  or  other  who  hath  the 
Direction  of  their  Affairs,  and  who  in  the  occa- 
iion  would  be  obeyed  by  the  others.     They  are 
now  fo  much  the  better  affe£ted  for  the  King  of 
Navarre,  that  many  of  them  have   feen   them- 
felves fruftrated  of  all  the  Hopes  they  had  con- 
ceived of  the  Duke  of  Anjoit,  who  hath  intirely 
forfaken  them. 

That  Party  cempofed  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre's Intereit,  and  the  Reformed  Churches 
united  together  for  their  common  Preferva- 
tion  and  Welfare,  is  fo  folid  and  itrong,  that 
the  whole  Power  of  France,  and  even  a  greater 
one,  is  not  capable  to  ruin  it  without  ruining 
themfelves  ;  and  indeed  we  have  ken  that  not- 
withstanding all  their  Efforts,  it  has  recovered 
itfelf  of  all  its  Loffes  ;  nay  the  very  Bartholo- 
mew's Day  Mafiacre,  that  dreadful  and  feeming- 
ly  deciding  Stroke,  hath  not  at  all  anfwered  the 
Expectations  of  our  Enemies  :  for,  tho'  fince 
that  Day  we  have  received  but  very  little  Aflif- 
tance  from  abroad,  we  have  been  able  to  with- 
stand the  Forces  of  France  united  with  part  of 
thofe  of  Germany,  Switzerland  and  Italy. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  Advantages, 
that  Party  lies  under  this  great  Inconvenience, 
viz.  that  they  can't  keep  the  Field  long  againft 
fuch  a  Power,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  put 
themfelves  upon  the  Defenfive  the  very  firfl 
Day,  which  is  very  hard.  That  fame  Party,  for 
want  of  a  good  Army  for  receiving  and  rally- 
ing its  Forces  difperfed  in  the  feveral  Provinces, 

hath 
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Renrylll.  hath  been  always  weakened  by  the  former  Wars, 

*583-     tho' not  without  great  Loffes  on  their  Enemies 

^oryXIII.  ^e  »  f°  *n  tne  Year  1577,  tnev  [°^  La  Charite^ 

1  IJfoire  and  Bronage  -,  in  the  laft  War  of  1580  they 

loft   La  Fere  and  La  Mure,  befides  fome  fmall 

Places  of  little  Importance  in  Gafcony.    And  they 

have   been  obliged    to  yield  many  Advantages 

they  were  in  polTeflion  of  by  the  laft  Treaty   of 

Peace.     It   is   certain,  that    in    a  War  whoever 

can  do  nothing  more  than  defend  himfelf  is  always 

a  Lofer, 

Thefe  are  the  Inconveniences  which  the  King 
of  Navarre  has  been  expofed  to,  for  want  of  a 
good  Army  of  Foreigners,  that  could  put  him  in 
a  condition  of  offending  as  well  as  of  defending 
himfelf.  For  which  Reafon  he  chufes  rather 
to  furrender  the  Cautionary  'Towns,  tho5  ftill 
necefiary  to  his  own  and  the  Reformed's  Prefer- 
vation,  than  to  renew  a  War  only  defeniive, 
is,  purely  paffive  for  want  of  fuch  an  Army, 
tho'*  he  is  very  ienfible  of  all  the  Inconveniences 
that  may  attend  fuch  a  Step  -,  but  in  furrendring 
the  {"lid  Places  he  lofes  nothing  elfe,  whereas  by 
defending  them  without  Hopes  of  Relief,  he 
hazards  to  lofe  his  Troops  with  them.  More- 
over, if  it  happens  that  a  fingle  one  mould  be 
taken  by  Storm,  he  may  poilibly  lofe  many  o- 
thers  thro'  the  Confirmation  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants. 

Thefe  Cautionary  Towns  are  to  be  furrender'd 
in  September  next  •,  but  the  moft  prudent  among 
the  Reformed  find  themfelves  in  great  per- 
plexity upon  that  account.  They  have  been  gi- 
ven by  the  King  as  a  Provifion  againft  the  ge- 
neral Diftruft ;  but  the  Reafons  of  Diftruft  are 
ftill  the  fame  now  as  they  were  when  granted 
at  firft,  becaufe  the  laft  Edict  is  not  executed  in 
a  fingle  Point:  for  of  all  the  Grievances  which 

have 
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have  been  complained  of,  not  one  has  been  re-  HenrylJT. 
drefs'd,  becaufe  of  the  Perfidioufnefs  and  Trea-p1*  3- 
cheries  ufed   againft  the   Reformed;  laftly,  be- g0ryXnr. 
caufe  of  the  Preparations  and  Levies  of  Troops 
in  Switzerland  and  Germany,    the  Ammunitions 
gather'd  at  Lyons  to  fend  them  down  the  Rhone, 
and  the  Troops  that  are  fent  daily  into  Gafcony. 
So  then  fince  the  Caufes  and  Reafons  of  Diftruft 
do  fubfift  ft  ill,  and  even  are  increafed,  the  Rea- 
fons   for  keeping  thole   Places    do  alfo    fubfift 
ilill. 

But,  as  by  furrendring  them  we  do  diveft  our- 
felves,  and  by  diverting  our  felves  we  do  tempt 
our  Enemies  to  forward  our  Ruin  ;  fo  by  not 
furrendring  them  we  draw  upon  our  felves  their 
whole  Forces  which  are  all  ready,  and  by  re- 
fufmg  to  furrender  three  or  four  we  hazard  to 
lofe  a  great  Number  of  others. 

Now  if  we  could  be  fure  to  have  a  ftrong  Ar- 
my of  Rt'ifiers  in  the  Kingdom,  able  to  keep 
the  Field,  and  divert  our  Enemies  from  attack- 
ing us  in  the  Center  of  our  Provinces,  we  might 
delay  the  Surrender  of  thofe  Places,  and  perhaps 
our  Enemies  would  hearken  to  Reafon  when 
they  would  fee  us  ftrongly  fupported.  The 
King  of  Navarre  will  fpare  nothing  for  that 
end,  but  indeed  his  Majefty  is  tired  with  the 
Burden  all  alone  -,  and  it  is  high  time  that  thofe 
in  whofe  Behalf  he  bears  it  in  great  part,  Jfhould 
afhft  him,  unlefs  they  would  fee  themfelves  one 
Day  to  bear  their  and  his  own  together. 

If  his  Majefty  hath  no  better  Profpect  of  a 
fpe'edy  Relief  for  the  future  than  he  hath  had 
heretofore,  he  will  endeavour  by  the  Advice  of 
the  Reform'd  Churches  to  fatisfy  the  King  of 
France,  he  will  truft  to  God  for  the  IfTue  of  the 
Surrendring  of  the  faid  Places,  he  will  try  all 
mild  ways,  how  dangerous  foever,  to  affuase  the 

"  bad 
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Henrylll.bad  Temper  of  his  Enemies,  he  will  like  Sam- 
Pc(n*Gre-fon  ^^  ^oney  m  the  Lion*s  Throat,  if  he  fees 
goryXin.himfelf  forfaken  by  thofe  for  the  Prefer vation 
1  whereof  he  don't  labour  lefs  than  for  his  own, 
and  who  ought  to  be  no  lefs  concerned  in  his 
than  in  their  own  (z). 

I  mail  not  mfift  any  further  upon  that  Me- 
moir (which  gives  US'  fo  true  and  fo  clear  an  In- 
right  into  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Refor- 
med of  France's  Affairs)  than  for  making  the 
Reader  obferve  what  a  great  Number  of  Refor- 
med there  was  in  that  Kingdom  in  the  Year 
1 583,  comprising  the  Hereditary  Countries  of  the 
King  of  Navarre.  According  to  the  moft  illuf- 
triousAuthor,  the  Sovereignties  of  the  faid  King, 
the  County  of  Foix,  Low  Languedoc,  Dauphine, 
the  Country  between  the  two  Seas,  Angoumois, 
Xaintonge,  Poiffou,  and  Aulnix,  could  bring  to- 
gether into  the  Field  thirty-three  thoufand  and 
fix  hundred  Men,  Hcrfe  and  Foot,  N  B.  Firft* 
That  he  don't  mention  what  could  be  drawn  out 
from  Guienne  and  Upper  Languedoc,  from  the 
County  of  Bigorre,  the  Duchy  of  Albret,  the 
Vifcounty  of  Marfan,  the  County  of  Armagnac% 
that  of  Rouergue,  that  of  Perigord,  the  Limo- 
fine,  and  part  of  Auvergne,  and  from  Provence ; 
neither  doth  he  reckon  thofe  who  inhabited  the 
Provinces  on  this  fide  the  Loire,  in  regard  to  Lon- 
don, where  I  write  this ;  Britanny,  Normandy, 
Picardy,  JJle  of  France,  Champaign,  Burgundy, 
Lyonnefe,  and  part  of  Orleannefe,  where  the  Re- 
formed were  certainly  in  great  Number.  Now 
I  don't  think  I  magnify  at  all,  if  I  fay  that 
thefe  Provinces  and  Countries,  whereof  he  hath 
not  reckoned  the  Number  of  Men  they  could 
bring  into  the  Field,  could  afford  as  many  as 
thofe  which   he  hath  reckoned :    So  thefe  two 

Numbers 

(2)  Memoires  t3e  Pu  Pleffis,  Tom,  I. 
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Numbers  put  together,  will  make  up  fixty-fevenHenry111- 
thoufand  and  two  hundred  Men.    Secondly,  He p\j>  ^, 
feys  exprefly,  that  he  does  not  reckon  the  Ga-goryX[if< 
rifons  in  that  Number:   Now,   fuppofe  that  in' 
all  the  Provinces  on  t'other  fide  of  the  Loire  there 
was    an   hundred    Places  of  the  Reformed   ga- 
rifoned  in  time  of  War,  and  allow  two  hun- 
dred Men  for  each  Place  one  with  another,  that 
will  make  twenty  thoufand  Men  more.   So  there 
was  of  the  Reformed  Party   in   France^  and  in 
the  Hereditary  Countries   of  the  King   of  Na- 
roarre,  in  1583,  eighty- feven   thoufand   and  two 
hundred    Men,    not  only  able   to  bear  Arms, 
but  willing  and  ready  to    take  them   at  the   nrft 
warning :  but   we   muft   consider  that  all    thefe 
Troops  were    for  the  mod  part  Volunriers,  that 
is,  they  inlifted  of  their  own  accord,  and  could  not 
be  fqrced,  few  excepted,    to   march.    Therefore 
we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  if  all  the  Re- 
formed that  were  able  to  ferve  in   the  War  had 
been  likewife  willing    to    take  that  Party,  that 
additional  Number  would  have  amounted  at  lead 
to  thirty    thoufand,  which  added  to  the   for- 
mer would  have  made  up  the  Number  of  one 
hundred  feventeen   thoufand   and   two  hundred 
Men.     Now,  if   we    allow  that  the  Number 
of  old     Men,    Women,     Children,    Servants, 
Ploughmen,  Tradefmen,  Clergymen,  Lawyers, 
&c.  was  but  twelve  to  one,  then  the  Total   of 
the  Reformed  in  France  m  1583,   will  amount 
to  one  million  four  hundred  and  fix   thoufand 
and  four  hundred  Souls,  after  fo   many  ruinous: 
Wars,  fo  many  bloody  Battles,  fo   many  barba- 
rous Maflacres,  fo  many  dreadful  Executions  of 
them,  for  the  Space  only  of  twenty-one  Years ; 
and  fure  I  am3  that  I  don't  magnify  the  Ob- 
ject, 

That 
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Henrylll.      That  Memorial,  whereof  I  have  juft  given  an 

1 5 S3.  Abftra6t,  was  fent  to  my  Lord  Walfingham,  to 
coryXIII.  De  prefented  by  him  to  the  Queen  of  England. 
i— v— -*  Befides  that,  Mr.  de  Segur,  Superintendant  of 
CXLV II.  the  King  of  Navarre's  Houfhold,    was    fent  in 

fsttfor  the  Month  of  Ju]y  to  the  faid  Q^een,  the  King 
that  tur-  °f  Denmark,  the  States  of  the  Low  Countries, 
pofe.  and  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany,  to  fol- 

Jicit  a  League  between  all  the  Proteftant  and  Re- 
formed  Powers  or  Europe ;  whereof  the  Queen 
of  England  mould  be  the  Head  as  abovefaid. 
Hh  In-  He  was  to  ihew  forth  to  that  Princefs  the  State 
jrioiions.  ancj  Condition  of  France,  efpecially  of  the  Re- 
formed in  that  Kingdom,  which  was  peaceful, 
and  might  -continue  fo  in  all  likelihood,  provid- 
ed they  would  connive  at  the  Mifchiefsand  Evils 
that  were  preparing  againft  all  Chriftendom, 
and  confequently  againft  them.  But  th»y-did 
perceive  eafily,  that  the  Defigns  of  the  Pope 
fend  the  Princes  his  Adherents  tending  to  their 
utter  Extirpation,  were  never  fo  near  being  exe- 
cuted as  now,  Humanly  /peaking.  Therefore 
they  thought  themfelves  in  Duty  and  Confcience 
bound  to  remonftrate  to  every  one  to  whom  it 
belonged,  that  Dam  Jinguli  pugnamus,  I'incnnur, 
While  we  fight  separately,  we  are 
vanquish  e  d. 

Then  he  was  to  infill  upon  the  Reafons  above- 
mentioned  in  the  Memorial,  to  undeceive  her 
Majefty  about  the  Notions  fhe  entertained  of 
her  Alliance  with  France  and  Spain,  and 
to  make  her  fenfible  of  the  great  Advantages  fhe 
would  reap  by  the  propofed  Alliance. 

There  was  a  Difficulty  arifing  from  the  StifF- 
nefs  of  the  Lutheran  Divines,  their  Intolerancy 
was  fuch  that  they  refufed  to  keep  Commu- 
nion with  the  Reformed,  efpecially  the  Calvi- 
ytijli,  in  Denmark  and  Saxony-,    but  thefe  wife 

1  Expedient^ 
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Expedients  was  propofed  firfl  to  fubmit  the  con- Henry  in- 
troverted Points    to  the   Decifion   of  a  general  _  x5*3- 
Council  of  all  the  Reformed    Churches    in  Eu-  goVyXIII. 
rope,  to  be  affembled  when  a   folid  Peace   mall 
be  fettled  :  Secondly,  that  in    the    mean    while 
they    mould   live  together    like    Brethren  and 
Friends  ;  and  that  they  mould   be  exprefly  for- 
bidden till  that  time,  to  fpeak  or  to  write  upon 
thofe  controverted  Points. 

The  King  of  Denmark  has  already  done  great 
Services  in  that  Caufe,  and  has  prevailed  with 
the  Elector  of  Saxony  his  Brother-in-Law,  to  be 
more  moderate  towards  the  Calvinifts,  and  to 
countenance  lefs  certain  Divines  that  were  the 
Incendiaries  of  Germany.  But  the  Queen  of 
England's  Authority  will  be  of  great  weight 
with  him,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he 
will  enter  into  that  Alliance  as  foon  as  he  fhall 
be  certain  that  her  Majefty  declares  herfelf  the 
Head  thereof,  being  well  informed  of  the  Plots 
which  the  Jefuits  contrive  againft  him,  with  the 
King  of  Swedeldnd,  and  other  neighbouring 
Powers. 

Moreover,  the  faid  Envoy  was  to  defire  her 
Majefty  to  fend  fomePerfon  of  the  beft  Quality 
Embaiiador  to  the  King  of  Denmark  and  the 
Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany,  to  negociate 
thofe  two  Affairs,  viz.  the  Reconciliation  of  the 
Cahinijl  Churches  with  the  Lutherans,  and  a 
general  League  between  all  the  Proteftant  and 
Reformed  Powers  ;  whereof  me  muft  be  the 
Head,  to  oppofe  the  wicked  Defigns  of  the 
Pope  and  his  Adherents. 

When  the  more  potent  Princes  of  Germany 
fhall  have  entered  into  that  Afibciation,  it  will 
be  an  eafy  matter  to  bring  the  Imperial  Cities 
into  it.  The  Switzers  and  their  Allies  will  ac- 
cede, becaufe  the  Pope  hath  endeavoured  to  dif- 

V.II-I.  Part  II.         Bb  unite 
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HenryTII. unite  them  by. the  means   of  his  Nuncio.     And 
I583-    the  King  of  Navarre,  with  the  whole  Body  of 

goryXIlitne  Reformed  Churches  in  France,  will  certainly 
accede  into  it  upon  fuch  terms  as  (hall  be  thought 
meet,  being  refolved  to  fpare  neither  Goods  nor 
Life  for  the  Defence  of  Religion  and  the  main- 
taining of  the  Common  Cause.  The  Low 
Countries  would  be  likewife  very  glad  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  it,  being  now  in  fuch  great  Per- 
plexity •,  (it  was  a  few  Months  after  the  Duke  of 
Anj oifs  wicked  and  treacherous  Attempt  upon 
Anlvocrp,)  and  indeed  the  Queen  of  England 
is  obliged  in  good  Policy  to  protect  them  as 
the  Bulwarks  of  her  own  Kingdom,  having  no 
lefs  reafon  for  fo  doing,  than  Germany  hath  for 
keeping  and  protecting  Hungary  againft  the 
'Turk. 

That  League,  which  mail  be  compofed  of 
the  moft  warlike  Nations  of  all  Chrifiendom, 
will  prove  much  ftronger  than  the  Catholick 
League ;  and  much  more  fo,  becaufe  they  will 
all  aim  at  the  fame  End,  viz.  their  common 
Defence  and  Prefervation,  and  fhall  have  no 
Pretenfion  one  againft  another.  Whereas  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Spain  and  their  Confe- 
derates, have  feveral  old  Quarrels  to  decide,  and 
endeavour  always  to  encroach  upon  the  State 
and  Honour  one  of  another  ;  and  being  or 
thinking  themfelves  far  from  all  danger,  they 
cannot  bear  one  with  another. 

As  to  the  neceflary  Foundation  for  fupporting 
that  League,  each  Party  ought  to  affefs  itfelf  ac- 
cording to  its  Power  and  Abilities  •,  or  elfe  we 
muft  follow  what  was  done  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.  when  he  treated  of  a  League  with  the 
Protectant  Princes,  he  offered  to  pay  as  much 
for  himfell  as  two  of  the  richeft  Electors  of  the 
Empire  could  do  for  themfelves.     It  is  to  be  ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved,  that    nothing  can    forward     better  the  Henrylll- 
Conclufion  of  this  Treaty,  than    if  the  Queen  p  l^' 
will  depofite  in  Germany  two   or  three  hundred  goryXIII 
thoufand   Crowns,  to   be  ready   at  any  Emer- 
gency for  the  Defence  of  the  Common  Cause. 
The  King  of  Navarre  has  fet  up  himfelf  for  a 
Pattern  ;    for  tho'  he  is  not  as  yet  ftraitned  by 
any  Evil,  neverthelefs  he  hath   been  willing   to 
tranfmit  into  Germany  a.  round  Sum  of  Money, 
with  feveral  Jewels  of  great  Value,   to   begin  to 
make  the  common  Cam. 

The  Inftructions  given  to  the  fa'd  Envoy 
for  the  Court  of  Denmark  and  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, were  almoft  to  the  fame  effect,  altering 
what  is  to  be  altered  ;  thofe  for  the  Proteftant 
Princes  and  States  of  Germany,  are  more  parti- 
cular upon  the  Articles  of  the  Holy  Supper  con- 
troverted between  the  Cahinifts  and  the  Lu- 
therans •,  he  complains  himfelf  of  the  great 
Heats  and  Animofities  of  the  laft  againft  the 
firft,  which  Heats  and  Divifions  gave  a  great 
Offence  to  the  Church  of  God,  expofed  Reli- 
gion to  the  Scorn  of  profane  Men,  and  put  a 
itop  to  the  Progrefs  of  the  Reformation. 

Neverthelefs  every  fober  and  confederate  Man 
was  fenfible,  that  there  was  no  Difference  between 
the  two  Parties,  as  to  the  fundamental  Points  of 
the  Chriftian  Doctrine,  fuch  as  the  free  Forgive- 
nefs  of  Sins  obtained  thro'  the  Death  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  the  true  and 
only  Mediator  between  God  and  Man,  for  every 
one  who  truly  and  fincerely  believes  in  him. 
Moreover,  we  oppofe  with  the  very  fame  Argu- 
ments the  Cheats  and  Errors  introduced  into  the 
Church  by  the  Pope  and  his  Adherents  :  Nay, 
we  agree  as  to  the  Point  of  the  Holy  Supper, 
(which  is  the  main  Subject  of  our  Controverfyj 
in  what  concerns  the  Subftance  of  that  Sacra- 

Bb    2  ment, 
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Henrylll  ment,  every  body  owning  that  he  receives  truly 
*5R3     in  it  the  Body  of  Chrift -,  we  differ  only   as   to 
goryXIlT.the  manner  HOW  the   Body  of  Chrift   is  pre- 
< ^^-^fent  in  that  Sacrament.     And   is  it   not  an  into- 
lerable thing,  that  while  we  feek  after  the  Man- 
ner, we   keep  no  bounds  but  exceed   all  Man- 
ners ? 

The  Catholicks  have  been  much  more  pru- 
dent than  we,  for  before  the  Reformation  they 
were  exceedingly  divided  among  themfelves  up- 
on that  very  fame  Point  j  and  we  reckon  ten 
or  twelve  feveral  Opinions  about  it  amongft  the 
Schoolrr.en,  all  different  one  from  another,  and 
even  fome  of  them  contradictory  •,  the  Heats 
and  Animofities  conld  not  be  carried  any  fur- 
ther than  they  were  then  one  againft  another. 
Neverthelefs,  at  the  firft  Beginning  of  the  Re- 
formation they  found  means  to  fupprefs  their 
own  Quarrel,  to  the  end  that  they  might  unite 
their  Strength  together  and  perfecute  us  with 
greater  Advantage  ;  and  is  it  poflible  that  we 
fhould  not  have  been  able  as  yet  to  prevail 
upon  our  felves  for  doing  the  fame,  when  the 
Differences  between  us  are  not  by  far  ib  great, 
when  our  own  Prefer vation  lies  at  the  flake? 

Then  he  propofes  the  two  fame  Means  as 
above,  and  the  fame  Reafons  for  engaging  the 
Proteftant  Princes  to  enter  into  a  find:  Alliance 
for  the  Support  of  the  Common  Cause,  as 
he  had  done  before  with  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, altering  only  what  was  to  be  altered  {a). 

To 

(a)  Memoires  de  Du  Pleffis  Mornay  Tom.  1.  Thuan. 
lib.  79.  But  his  Relation  differs  in  feveral  places  from 
that  or  the  Memoirs ;  but  tho'  they  differ,  they  do  not 
contradict  one  another.  I  have  chofen  to  draw  that  Ab- 
itra<ft  out  of  the  Memoirs,  rather  than  out  of  Thuanus ; 
becaufe  the  fir;!:  was  publilhed  in  1624,  that  is  about 
fifteen    Months    alter    the    Author's    Death,    who    had 

been 
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To  thefe  Inftructions  were  added  a   kind  ofHenrylir. 
Apology  for  the   King  of  Navarre's  Conduct  „  !5^3- 

r  r       £•      \n  u  ,!        mi  t>  Pope  Gre- 

11  nee  his  Marriage,  wherein  the  ill  Ireatment'^xnL 
he  had  received  at  Court  from  the  Yeir  1572  to 
1576,  when  he  made  his  Efcape,  are  fet  in  a 
full  View  ;  then  he  expofes  the  great  Pei  fldiouf- 
nefs  of  his  and  the  Reformed's  Enemies,  the 
Violences  of  the  pretended  States- General  held 
at  Blois  in  1577,  the  Violations  of  the  feverai 
Treaties,  moft  of  the  things  which  had  been 
promifed  to  his  Party  remaining  unperformed, 
no  Redrefs  of  their  Grievances  being  obtained, 
and  being  denied  Jufcice  as  to  their  civil  as  well 
as  to  their  religious  Rights.  Notwithstanding 
which  the  faid  King  of  Navarre  hath  exactly 
and  faithfully  performed  whatever  he  was  en- 
gaged to  by  the  faid  Treaties,  delivering  up  the 
Places  which  he  had  promifed  to  deliver,  tho* 
his  own  Cities,  Catties  and  Houfes  are  ft  ill 
detained  by  his  Enemies,  contrary  to  the  very 
Words  of  the  Edict  •,  he  has  confirmed  by 
his  own  Authority  the  Sentence  of  the  Judges 
againft  thofe  of  his  own  Party,  when  they  have 
done  any  thing  contrary  to  the  Treaties,  dif- 
mantling  the  Places  which  they  had  fortified  ; 
nay,  cauflng  fome  of  the  Ringleaders  to  be  exe- 
cuted in  feveral  Places,  tho'  it  was  plain  enough 
that  they  had  been  provoked  by  the  Catholicks 
and  were  not  the  Aggreffors  ;  which,  may  be, 
he  would  have  purfued  more  vigoroufly,  had 
he  not  been  made  fenfible  at  laft  by  the  Impu- 
nity of  the  Catholick  Infractors,  that  the  con- 
trary Party  required  Juftice  not  for  Jufrice-fake, 
but  to  make  him,  under  that  pretence,  the 
Executioner  of  their  private  Hatred  and  Re- 
B  b  3  venge. 

been  at  the  trouble  not  only  of  writing  them  with  his  own 
Hand,  but  alfo  of  putting  them  in  ti'f  Order  they  are 
now  extant. 


374     Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.III, 
Henrylll.yenge.     Then  he  fpeaks  of  the  Violences  com- 
P  a*  Gr    m*tted  m  Dauphine  and  Languedoc,    even   fince 
gory XIII. tne  Treaty  of  Flex  concluded  with  the  Duke  of 
^Anjou.     And  continuing  to  oppofe  his  own  Ac- 
tions  to   the  contrary    Party's,    he  relates  the 
moft  advantageous  Offers  he  had  made   to   his. 
moft  Chriflian  Majefty,  in  order  to   affuage  his 
Enemies    and    to    mollify  their    Hearts,    vix. 
feeing  that  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was  engaged  in  a 
War  againft  Spain,  and    that   his  faid    Majefty 
was   obliged    to    fupport  his   own  Brother,   he 
offered  of  his  own  accord  to  invade  Spain,  and 
to  carry   the  War  into  the   very  heart  of  that 
Kingdom,  to  lay  out  of  his  own    five  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  •,    and    that  the    King  might 
aflift  him  with  Money  in  cafe  his  Circumftances 
don't   allow  him  to    declare    himfelf  openly  as 
yet,  his  Navarrefe  Majefty  will  mortgage  unto 
him  his  own  hereditary   Counties  of  Rouergue 
and  Uljle,  two  of  the  fineft  and  richeft  of  the 
whole  Kingdom,  valued  at  a  million  of  Crowns. 
Moreover,  for  removing  all  Sufpicions  from  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  the  faid  Prince  offers 
to  have  his  Army  compofed  of  Switzcrs  the 
beft  Allies  of  the    Crown,    of    Reifters   com- 
manded by  the  King's  own  Colonels,   and  other 
French    Subalterns  of  either    Religion,  and    to 
refign  the  Command    of  that  Army  to   a  Mar- 
fhaf  of  France    of   known  Fidelity  and  Expe- 
rience, aftifted  by    the  beft  Captains  that   have 
been  conftantly  in  the   King's  Service,  and    by 
the  Chiefs  of  the  Catholick  Nobility  that   live 
upon  the  Frontiers  •,  and  for  a  greater  Security, 
the  faid  Prince  and  the  Prince  of  Conde  offer 
to  deliver  into  his  Majefty's  hands,  the  flrft  his 
own  Sifter,  and  the  fecond  his  own   Daughter, 
before  the   Beginning  of  the  Campaign,    as  a 
Pledge  of  their  Fidelity  j  and  he  doth   declare, 

tha: 
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that  as  foon  as  that  Enterprize  fhall  be  on  foot,  Henrylll- 
he  will  deliver  up  the  Cautionary  Towns  be-  p  *5  J\ 
fore  the  End  of  the  Term.  Such  were  thegorvxiII. 
Offers  proffered  to  his  Majefty  in  the  King  of 
Navarre's  Name,  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Year, 
whereby  all  unprejudiced  Perfons  might  fee 
that  that  Prince  fought  earnestly  to  remove  all 
Miftruft,  to  fupprefs  the  Animofities,  to  abolifh. 
the  Names  of  Parties,  and  to  reunite  the  Hearts 
of  all  the  Subjects  into  one  and  the  fame  Will 
and  Mind.  But  what  Succefs  had  he?  Who 
will  believe !  at  that  very  fame  time  when  he 
gave  fuch  undeniable  Proof  of  his  unfeigned 
Zeal  for  the  Glory  of  the  King  and  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Kingdom,  his  Enemies  were  hard  at 
work  in  contriving  his  own  and  the  Refor- 
med's  Destruction,  brewing  a  general  League 
with  the  Pope  and  the  Catholick  Princes  his 
Adherents.  The  Nuncio  infifted  more  than  e- 
ver  upon  the  Reception  and  Publication  of  the 
Council  of  Trent,  and  the  Introduction  of  the 
Inquifition  ;  the  King  fhewed  himfelf  the  Pope's 
Advocate,  notwithstanding  the  Advices  and 
Decrees  of  his  Parliaments.  The  Jefuits,  thofe 
Incendiaries  of  Chriftendom,  have  been  raifed  to 
fuch  a  high  pitch  of  Favour  and  Credit,  that  they 
are  become  intolerable  through  their  Pride, 
&V.  (b) 

Bb  4  With 

(/;>)  Thuanus  fpeaks  cf  fome  more  fecret  Articles  con- 
cerning the  Holy  Supper,  and  other  Points  controverted 
between  the  Lutherans,  Zwinglians  and  Calvinilts  ;  and  he 
makes  thefe  laft  to  fay  many  line  things  in  the  Praife  of 
Luther  :  Such  as  thefe,  That  the  Reformed  Churches  ia 
France  confidered  and  worfhipped  Luther,  as  their  Father 
in  Chilli: ;  that  fince  the  Apoilles  he  was  the  only  one  who 
had  done  fo  much  good  to  the  Church  of  God,  by  his 
Writings  and  other  Labours,  &c.  But  I  don't  find  any 
fuch  Fiatteri.es  in,  J3u  Pleffis  Mornay,  who  is  the  Author  of 

tits 
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Henrylll.     With  thefe  Inftructions  and  Memoirs  De  Se- 
'58A'     gur,  to    whom    I'buanus    adjoins  Calignon,    fet 
goryXIII  °,Jt  ft'om  Rochelle  at  the  Beginning  of  September, 
*—</■—/  and  arrived  a  few  Days  after  in  England.    From 
whence   they   came  to  Holland,  and   conferred 
with  trie  Prince  of  Orange   at  Dordrecht ;    of 
whom  having  received  fome  new   Inftructions 
they   proceeded   thro'  Rotterdam,  Ley  den   and 
Amfterdam,  to  Enchuyfen,  where  they  took  flap- 
ping and  arrived   during  a  moft  fevere  Winter 
at  'Hambourg,  and    from     thence    at  -  Bremen  \ 
from    whence   they  went   and    delivered    their 
Credentials  to  the  Dukes  of  Lunebourg,    Wol- 
fenbuttel  and  Brunfivick.     The  Relation  of  their 
Journey  would  prove  too    tedious,   therefore   it 
will    be    fufficient    to    fpeak    of   the    Succefs 
thereof, 
cxLviii.      It  anfwcred  not  at  ail  their  Expectation,  and 
Al  *f  \t  feHred  onlv  to  increafe  the  Jealosies  of  the  Lu- 

ofthat  Ne-  -.  _  J  \ 

variation,  therans  againlt  the  Reformed,  thro  the  deviiiih 
Wickednefs  of  feme  Lutheran  Divines.  The 
Envoys  had  fome  Conferences  with  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwicky  about  fome  Articles  of  Religion  ; 
but  John  Molzius  firft  Counfellor  to  that  Prince 
feeming  to  him  too  partial,  his  Highnefs  re- 
ferred the  Matter  to  the  Elector  John  George 
Marquis  of  Brandeburgh,  and  to  William  Land- 
grave of  Hefje,  and  refolved  to  have  their  o- 
pinion  before  he  mould  give  his  own.  Ac- 
cordingly he  wrote  to  the  faid  Landgrave,  to 
the  Admin  iji  rater  of  Hall  Archbiftiop  of  Mag- 
I  wrgi  and  to  the  Elector  of  Brandebourg.  This 
lift  Prince,  confidering  that  many  fruitlefs  Con- 
ferences had  been  tried  heretofore   between   the 

Divines 

the  Infl  ructions  given  to  Mr.  De  Segur.  And  as  to  the 
Acta  Legationis  Segwianae,  quoted  by  Thuanus,  I  did  not 
fee  them  :  however,  1  am  far  from  pretending  to  invali- 
date that  mofl  illuilfious  and  learned  Hiilorian'sTeitimony. 
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Divines  of  both  Parties,  was  not  much  inclined  Henrylll. 
to  try  again  the  fame  way  ;  however,  as  he  was  p  I5  p' 
of  a  meek  Temper  and  a  fincere  Lover  of  Peace,  gorvXIll: 
he  wrote  on  the  20th  of  January  to  Chemnitius, < — ~v— — ' 
a  Divine  of  great  Repute  amongft   the  Protec- 
tants, and  told  him,  that  the  Remembrance  of 
the  bad  Succefs  of  paft  Conferences  between  the 
Lutherans  and  Calvinifts  made  him  very  uneafy 
about  the  Succefs  of   a   new  one,    fuch   as  the 
King  of  Navarre  defired  to  have  it.      Neverthe- 
lefs,     left    he    mould    be    thought   too    averfe 
from  bringing   Matters    to  an  Agreement,    he 
thought   very    proper  that  fince   there  was  no 
great  Difference  between  the  Calvinian  and  the 
Lutheran  Opinion   concerning    the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, a  Conference  might  be  opened   between  a 
few^  fix  or  at  moft  eight,   of   the  French  Re- 
formed   Divines,  and    as  many  of  the  German 
Protectants,  all  of  a  pacifick  Temper,  and  fin- 
cerely  feeking  the  Glory  of  God  and  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Church  •,  whereby  the  Publick  might 
understand,  that  the  Churches    of  Germany  and 
France  differed   not  fo    far  one  from  the  other 
upon  that  Article,  as  it  was  commonly  believ- 
ed :  The  Letter  was  dated   at  Cologn  upon  the 
Sprew,  the  20th  of  January. 

Chemnitius  approved  much  of  the  Elector's  1584. 
Opinion,  provided  withal  that  in  the  Explica- 
tion of  the  Article  of  our  Lord's  Supper,  where- 
upon they  may  poflibly  agree,  according  to  the 
manner  it  would  be  propofed,  the  Calvinifts 
mould  not  repeat  their  ancient  and  fo  many 
times  condemn'd  Interpretation  ;  that  when  the 
Lutherans  fay,  that  they  receive  with  the  Bread 
and  Wine  in  the  Sacrament,  the  true  Body  and 
the  true  Blood  of  Chrift  prefent,  according  to 
his  Inftitution,  they  underftand  this  of  the  ab- 
fent  Body  of  Chrift,  which  is  circumfcribed  and 

remains 
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Henryin.remajns  m  a  certain  Place,  and  cannot  be  elfe- 

p  lJ  A'    where  :    the  Faithful  only  makes   it  prefent  by 
rope  Gre- .  .  .         .  ■'.  .  .     r  / 

goryXIIl.hisraitn,  and  receives  it  in  a  lpintual  manner. 
From  whence  they  infer  that  the  unworthy 
Communicant  receives  nothing  elfe  befides 
Bread  and  Wine,  and  not  the  Body  and  Blood 
of  Chrift.  His  Letter  was  dated  from  Brunf- 
wick,  where  he  was  ProfefTor,  the  24th  of  January. 
He  anfwered  in  the  fame  {train  to  the  Land- 
grave of  Hejfe's  Letter. 

Tho'  the  Elector  of  Saxony  carried,  his  Into- 
lerance fo  far  as  to  caufe  his  Counfellor  Crac  to 
be  beheaded,  and  Gafpard  Peucer,  Son-in-law 
to  Me  I  an  ch  ton,  to  be  cad  into  a  dark  and  loath- 
fome  Dungeon,  for  their  Moderation  ;  never - 
thelefs  he  received  the  King  of  Navarre's  Am- 
bafladors  much  more  kindly  than  they  had 
reafon  to  expect,  and  promifed  his  Concur- 
rence for  procuring  the  Conference  between  fome 
Divines  of  the  two  Parties,  and  for  promoting 
the  Union  between  the  Proteftant  and  Refor- 
med Powers. 

With  thefe  Hopes  the  Envoys  took  their  way 
thro'  Magdcbourg,  Mecklenbourg,  Rcjlock,  and  ar- 
rived at  Lubeck  ;  from  whence  they  went  to  Co- 
penhagen, to  confer  there  with  the  King  of 
Denmark.  But  at  their  Return  to  Verden  they 
received  Advice,  that  the  Emperor  being  much 
exafperated  againft  them,  had  given  Orders  to 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  to  the  Count  of  Soim, 
to  arreft  them  •,  whereupon  De  Segur  wrote  to 
his  Imperial  Majefty,  and  juftified  his  Conduct 
upon  three  Articles,  wherewith  he  was  charg- 
ed by  his  Enemies  :  i°.  That  being  a  Fo- 
reigner he  had  been  fo  daring  as  to  enter  the 
Empire  without  leave.  2°.  That  he  had  treat- 
ed with  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  without 
having  paid  his  Refpects  to   his  Imperial  Mar 

jefty, 
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jefty.      30.  That    he    had  attempted    to    raifeHe^y11^ 
Commotions  in  the  Empire.     His  Reafons  were  PglJ  £r&_ 
of  fuch  Weight  that  the  Emperor  repealed  hisg0ryxili. 
Orders  to   arrefb  them.     Then   having   confer-  <— y— «* 
red  with   Henry  of  Saxony- Lawemburg,    Arch- 
bifhop    of  Bremen,  and   Adminiftrator   of    the 
Bimoprick.  of  Paderborn,  whom  they  did  meet 
in  this  laft  City  -,     Segur  returned  into  France 
by     the    fame    way   he    came,    and     Calignon 
took    his  way  through  Strasbourg,    and   vifited 
the  Switz    Cantons,    to  whom    he     gave    an 
Account  of  the  Succefs  of  his  EtnbafTy  (c). 

The  Rumour  whereof  being  fpread  through- 
out the  Empire,  Part  of  the  Envoys  Letters  and 
Instructions  were  printed  at  Ingoljiadt,  under 
this  Title,  The  Cahinian  Conflagration  caufed  by 
the  King  of  Navarre's  Envoys  to  fome  of  the 
Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire,  to  the  Dif- 
turbance  of  'Religion  and  the  Commonwealth  ;  with 
a  Preface,  and  an  Account  of  the  Matter  ;  and 
befides  that,  an  Anfwer  very  cunningly  contriv- 
ed, and  which  was  then  afcribed  to  fome  Je- 
fuit  (d). 

One  very  remarkable  thing  had  lately  happened  CXLIX. 
in  Germany,  which    put  the  Roman- Catholicks7£*£/W?w 
of  that   Country  much    out  of   humour,    and?^  Cohn 
caufed  a   bloody  War  in  the  Elcftorate  of  Co-^Jff 
logn,  and  other  Countries   upon  the  Rhine;  to 
wit.  the  Archbifhop  Trusches  Elector  of  Co- 
logne's Change  of  Religion. 

In  the  Year  1577,  Valentine  Count  of  Ifem- 
uourg,  Bifhop  of  Paderborn,  and  Archbifhop  of 

Cologn, 

(<-)  Thuan.  lib.  79.  pag,  667—670. 
{J)  Idem  ibid. 
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HenryHI.  Cologn,  being  the  laft  of  his  Houfe,  refigned 
"SH-  thefe  two  Diocefes  for  marrying  Willelmina  An- 
rofyXlS"  ton;'a9  Daughter  to  John  de  Lignes,  Count  of  A- 
-.r-^nm^j  rembcrg.  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  See  of  Pader- 
born  by  Henry  of  Saxony  Archbifhop  of  Bremen, 
and  Bifhop  of  Ofnabrugh,  upon  Condition  that 
the  faid  Henry  mould  refide  three  Months  every 
Year  at  Paderborn,  three  at  Ofnabrugh,  and  fix 
at  Bremen.  Gebbard  'Truchefius,  Baron  of  Val- 
bourg,  Son  to  William,  and  Nephew  to  Otho 
Cardinal  of  Augsbourg,  was  elected  Archbifhop 
of  Cologn.  He  had  a  mind  to  follow  the  Ex- 
ample of  his  Predecefibr,  and  to  marry  j  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  would  not  refign  his  Elec- 
toral and  Archiepifcopal  Dignities.  And  hav- 
ing fallen  pafiionately  in  love  with  Agnez, 
Daughter  to  John  George,  Count  of  Mansf&ldt, 
a  Nun  in  the  Convent  of  Girri/heim,  furnamed 
for  her  tranfcending  Beauty  The  Fair  Ag-, 
nez;  he  at  lair  at  the  Initances  of  Peter  Er~ 
neji,  of  Mansfeld,  Brother  to  the  Lady,  married 
her  in  fecret  at  Bonn,  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year  1582.  And  whereas  he  was  not  very 
rich,  he  fought  all  poffible  means  for  retaining 
his  Dignities  ;  for  which  end,  at  the  Instigation 
of  the  Counts  of  Solm  and  Newenar  his  intimate 
Friends,  he  engaged  the  Reformed  of  his  Elec-. 
torate  to  petition  the  Magiftrates  for  the  free 
Exercife  of  their  Religion  in  the  Diftrict  of  Co- 
logn. Their  Petition  was  not  immediately  an- 
swered, but  the  Magiftrates  lent  their  Serjeants 
to  thole  who  had  fubfcribed  it,  with  Orders  to 
repair  to  Goal,  (for  it  is  the  Ufe  in  that  City, 
that  unlefs  in  Cafes  of  the  greateft  Moment, 
the  Citizens  cannot  be  carried  to  Goal  by  Force). 
The  Petition  was  anfwered  Article  by  Article 
by  Mclchior  Bruin,  and  AfTemblies  and  Confe- 
rences were  ordered  ;  but  the  Reformed  think- 
ing 
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ing  to  have  done  enough  by  addreiling  them- Henry  If  I 
felves  to  the  Civil  Magiftrate,  without  waiting     x5^4- 
for  the  Decifton  of  the  AfTembly  held  at  ^^Z1  aory  XHI 
bourg,  at    the  Inftigation  of  the  Count  of  Ne-  u 
ivenar  aiTembled  together  on  the   5th  of  June 
1582,  in  the  Borough  of  Mecbteren,  of  the  faid 
Count's  Demefn,  and  heard   a  Sermon  preached 
by  Za  chary  Urfin   of  Silejia,  whom  Prince  Ca- 
Jimir  had  fent  for  that  purpofe.     Whereat  the 
Magiftrates  of  Cologn  being  troubled,  and   hav- 
ing commanded   the  Gates  of  the    City  to  be 
mut  up  on  the  next  Sunday  •,  this    their  Pro- 
ceeding  was  variously  taken,    according  as   the 
People  flood  inclined.    Some  pretended,  that  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  Newenar  had  a  right  to 
hold  religious    Aflemblies  in  the  Lands  of  his 
own  Jurifdiclion  -,  others  gainfayed,  and  owning 
that  Mechteren  was  indeed  of  the  faid  Count's 
Jurifdiclion,  they  fay  that  it  depended  of  a  fii- 
perior  one,  to  wit,  the  Archbifhop'^     All  this 
while  that  Prelate  would    make  the  World  be- 
lieve, that  Newenar  had  acted  unknown  to  him, 
and  the  Count  of  Solms   denied  to  have  been 
privy  to  it.     After  fome  other  Conferences,  the 
Magiftrates  of  Cologn  made  ufe  of  main  Force, 
and  having  caufed  the  Trees  that  hindered  the 
Profpecl:  from  that  City  into  Mechteren  to  be  cut 
down,  and  their  great  Guns  to  be  levelled  againft 
that  Place,  they  began  to    play,   whereby   the 
Roof  of  the   Caltle   was    pierced  through  and 
through,  and   the  Count  of  Newenar  efcaped 
very  narrowly  from  being  killed  by  the  Bullet. 
The  Count  of  Solms  was  with  him  at  that  time, 
feigning  to  bring  him  to  fome  Agreement  with 
the  Magiftrates  ;  wherein  fucceeding  not,  as  in- 
deed he  had  no  mind  to  it,  and  the  Canons  of 
the  Cathedral,  feeing  that  Matters  were  near 
to  be   brought  to   a    Sedition,  they  deftred  a 

Con- 
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Henry  III.  Conference  which  was  appointed  at  Molheim, 
v\^r     where  Gebhard  was    prefent  himfelf.     After  fe- 

rope  ore-  .  __    .  .._  l  t       _ 

goryXIII. veral  debates  Newenar,  at  the  Inftances  of  the 
;  Archbifhop,  after  having  made  his  Complaints 
of  the  Affront  put  upon  his  Perfon  by  affault- 
ing  the  Houfe  wherein  he  was,  yielded  at  laft, 
faying,  that  he  did  it  not  out  of  any  Regard 
he  had  to  the  Canons,  but  at  the  Archbifhop's 
Requeft.  Then,  as  that  Prelate  was  preparing 
to  go  to  the  Diet,  the  Canons  fearing  left  he 
fhould  plot  fomething  there  with  the.  Ambaffa- 
dors  of  the  Proteftant  Princes  to  their  own  pre- 
judice, they  deputed  thither  Frederick  of  Saxony, 
one  of  their  own  Body,  to  watch  over  that  Pre- 
late's Steps  ;  whereby  great  Jealouftes  and  Ani- 
mofities  arofe  between  him  and  the  Elector,  to 
the  grer.t  detriment  of  both. 

I  mall  not  iniift  any  further  upon  that  Affair, 
which  occasioned  a  bloody  War  in  that  Coun- 
try, as  abovefaid  ;  I  mall  obferve  only  thefe  Par- 
ticulars :  i°.  That  the  Elector  of  Cologn  having, 
openly  declared  his  Sentiments  as  to  Religion, 
and  publifhed  his  Marriage  with  the  Princefs 
Agncz  in  1583,  he  was  fupported  by  moft  of 
the  Proteftant  Princes  and  States  of  Germany, 
efpecially  by  the  Electors  of  Brandebourgh, 
Saxony,  and  Palatine.  i°.  That  notwithstand- 
ing all  thefe  Princes  Endeavours  and  their  ftrong 
Remonftrances  to  the  Emperor,  he  was  excom- 
municated and  deprived  of  all  his  Dignities  by 
the  Pope's  Bull,  given  at  Rome  on  the  ift  of 
April  1583  •,  and  a  little  after  Erneji  of  Bavaria, 
Bifhop  of  Liege,  &c.  was  elected  in  his  ftead. 
3°.  That  in  the  Ye'ar  1584,  after  having  loft 
feveral  Battles,  and  almoft  all  the  Places  that 
held  for  him,  he  was  forced  to  take  refuge  with 
his  Lady  near  the  Prince  of  Orange^  at  Delft 
in  Holland. 
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I  don't  know  how  long  he  lived,  nor  what  Henry  III. 
was  his  end  ;  I  find  only,  that  after  feveral  p\S  ^e_ 
fruitlefs  Attempts  for  recovering  at  lead  fomegoryxill 
Part  of  that  great  Fortune  to  which  he  had  u— y— J 
been  rais'd,  and  from  which  he  was  fallen  down 
thro'  his  Folly,  he  took  a  turn  into  Germany 
in  the  Year  1589.  Thuanus  gives  him  but  a 
bad  Character,  and  indeed  it  is  plain  enough, 
that  his  Change  was  not  the  EffecT:  of  any  Per- 
fuafion  of  his  concerning  the  Truth  of  Cal- 
vintfm,  but  of  his  Luft  after  the  fair  Agnez,  and 
of  her  own  Relations  Ambition,  which  put  two 
of  the  fined  Circles  of  Germany  into  Combuftion. 
He  was  much  unlike  the  pious  Herman  Count 
of  Wielden,  who  was  deprived  of  his  Dignities, 
by  the  Bull  of  Pope  Paul  III.  which  was  exe- 
cuted by  Charles  V.  in  1545,  as  we  have  faid 
in  our  Firft  Volume,  and  who  chofe  to  live  a  pri- 
vate Life  rather  than  to  difturb  the  publick 
Peace,  feeing  that  he  could  not  fucceed  in  his 
Attempt  by  any  fair  means  (e). 

However,  fuch  being  the  State  of  Affairs  in 
Germany,  no  wonder  if  Monfieur  De  Segur  was 
fo  ill  treated  by  the  Catholicks,  if  he  met  fo 
many  Obftruclions  in  his  Negociatiorrs,  if  he 
carried  with  him  only  Words  from  the  moft 
powerful,  and  if  he  was  denied  Paffage  through 
the  Lands  of  fome  petty  Princes,  fuch  as  that  of 
Eaft-Friejland,  for  fear  of  difobliging  the  Em- 
peror (f). 

But  a  fad  Accident  happened   on  the   10th      CL. 
of  June,  which  occafioned  in  great  meafure  all  The  Duke 
the  following  Calamities  which  befel  the  King-  j)e^u 
dom  of  France,  I  mean  the  Death  of  Francis 

Duke 

(e)  Thuan.  Jib.  65.  p.  229.  lib.  76.  p.  582,  &c.  lib.  78. 
p.  650,  &c.  lib.  79.  lib.  96,  &c.  De  Prade  Hift.  d'Allcm. 
2  Part.  p.  264. 

(/)  Ribbius  Hen,  4ti.  Epiftolse. 
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Henrylll.  Duke  of  Alenfon,  Anjou,  Berry,  and  Brabant, 
P  V  G      Count  of  Flanders,  &c.  &c.  Brother  to  the  King, 
gofyXm.  and  next  Heir  to  the  Crown.     That  Prince  re- 
*— -v— «j  markable  by    fevcral  Events  of   his   Life,    and 
whom  we  have  (eta  once  at  the  Head    of  the 
Reformed  Party  when  united  with  the  Politicks,- 
deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of. 
His  Cba-       He  was  born  on  the   19th   of  March   1554, 
racier.      and  was  the  youngeftSon  that  furvived  Henry  ll. 
his  Father :    He  was  of  fhort  Scature,  but  well 
proportioned,     of   a   tawny   Complexion  ;    his 
Face^was  fomething  fwollen,  and  from  his  Infancy 
fpotted    with  the  Small-Pox  (g ).       As  to  his 
Genius   he    was   fickle  and   changeable,   friarp, 
courteous,  magnanimous,  eloquent,  magnificent, 
ambitious,  troublefome,  quick.     As  to  his  Mo- 
rals, Agricola  fays,  that   he    was   very  vicious, 
diffolute  and  lewd  ;  andv  indeed  it  is  almoft  im- 
poflible,  that    a  Prince  brought  up   in   fuch  a 
Court  where  the  moll  heinous  Vices  of  all  Sorts 
reigned  imperioufly,    mould   be  very  virtuous  ; 
and  we  muir.  pay  an  Acknowledgment   to  one, 
when  he  is  not  quite  fo  wicked  as  others. 

His 


(g)  Thuan.  lib.  79.  p.  680.  But  Agricola  fays  that  by 
his  lewd  Life  he  had  fpoiled  his  Face,  which  was  full  of 
Pimples,  and  had  caufed  a  Swelling  which  made  him  look 
as  if  he  had  had  two  Nofes,  and  that  he  had  loft  both 
by  Putrefaction.  Thofe  two  Nofes  occafioned  the  follow- 
ing witty  French  Epigram. 

Flamands  ne  foyez.  Etonnez. 
Sia  Francois  voyez  deux  Nez, 
Car  par  droit  raifon,  &  Ufagtr 
Faut  deux  Nez  a  double  Vifage. 

Addit.    aux  Mernoires   de    Caftelnau,    Tcm.  I.     liv.  3. 
pag.  701. 
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His  Mother  had   no   great  Regard  for  him,  Hcnryllf. 
either  becaufe  he  was  not  fo  well  fhaoed  as  his  „  [5 /M 
Brothers   Charles  and  Henry,    or  becaufe  fliCgoryXriL 
was  for  a  long  time  fo  fond  of  Henry,    that  fhe  < — -v — -* 
had  no  Eyes  for  others.     However  fhe  altered^"""  paf~ 
her  Behaviour  towards   him   when  fhe    found^l"  ^ 
that  the   Favourites  prevailed  fo  far  with  her 
darling  Son,   that  they  had  diverted  her  almofr. 
of  all   her  Authority   and    Credit   at    Court. 
Then  fhe  thought  proper  to  feign  a  greater  In- 
clination for  him  and  to  countenance   him  in 
many  things,     even    to  the  prejudice    of   the 
Crown,  the  King,  and  the  Kingdom  ,  that  fhe 
might  thereby  render  heffelf  necefTary  for  ad- 
jufting   the  Differences   which   arofe    between 
the  two  Brothers,  and  whereof  fhe  was  herfelf 
the  very  firft  Spring.     This  fhe  fhewed  at  the 
Treaty  of  1 576,  wherein  fuch  immoderate  Ap- 
panage and  Prerogatives  were  granted  to   the 
Duke  by  her  perfuafion,  that  nothing  like  had 
been  feen  before  for  the  two  laft  Centuries  ;  thos 
it  was  credibly  reported,  that  fhe  had  advifed 
underhand,  the  faid  Duke  to  make  his  Efcape 
from  Court  and  put  himfeif  at  the  head  of  the 
Confederates  Army. 

Another  thing  which  fhe  did  in  his  behalf; 
very  prejudicial  to  the  Kingdom,  was  to  ad- 
vife  the  King  to  grant  him  leave  to  accept 
the  Protection  of  the  Confederates  in  the  Lovj 
Countries,  and  then  the  Sovereignty  of  thele 
Provinces.  In  order  to  underftand  this,  we  muO: 
refume  the  matter  a  little  higher,  and  go  back 
to  the  Year  1574. 

The  Duke  of  Aha,    who  was  not  afnamedy^vi  cf 
to  brag  of  his  Extortions,  and  unheard  of  Cru-  the  Lrw 
elties,  having  been  recalled,   as  faid  in  our  for- 
mer  Volume,  was  fucceeded  by  Lewis  De  Re- 
quefens,  great  Commendator  of  Cajiile  j  he  got 

Y*  III.  Part  II,         C  e  » 
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Menrylll.  a  Victory  over  the  Confederates  at  Mouker-Hey- 
p\^C  - ^en  near  Nimeguen  in  the  Year  1574,  wherein 
goryXIII.  Ludoivic  of  NaJJa-w  was  killed.  Then  he  con- 
vened the  States  General  for  getting  Money, 
but  far  from  granting  his  Demand,  they  united 
themfelves  more  ftricrly  for  the  defence  of  their 
Liberty  •,  and  being  much  encouraged  by  his 
Death,  which  happened  few  Months  after,  they 
feized  upon  the  Government  which  had  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  State, 
'till  the  coming  of  a  new  Governour  which  was 
Dom  Juan  of  Aujlria. 

The  Spanijh  Troops  mutinied,  and  plunde- 
red the  rich  City  of  Antwerp,  which  occafioned 
a  Treaty  of  Union  made  at  Ghent  in  1576  be- 
tween the  Catholick  Provinces  and  thofe  of 
Holland  and  Zealand,  called  The  Pacifica- 
tion of  Ghent. 

Tho*  Dom  Juan  had  confented  to  the  Terms 
tendered  to  him  by  the  States,  before  he  was 
admitted,  viz.  that  the  Spanijh  Troops  mould, 
go  out  of  the  Country,  and  that  he  mould  ap- 
prove and  confirm  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  ne- 
verthelefs  he  was  no  fooner  confirmed  in  the 
Government,  but  he  began  to  commit  Hofti- 
lities,  and  feized  upon  Namur,  Charlemont  and 
Mariembourg.  For  which  caufe  the  States  fet 
an  Army  on  foot,  and  forced  him  to  retire  into 
Luxembourg:  then  they  elected  Arch- Duke 
Matthias,  Brother  to  the  Emperor,  for  their 
Governor,  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  his 
Deputy  •,  but  thro'  the  Jealoufies  that  reigned 
between  the  Catholick  Lords,  the  Counfels  and 
Endeavours    of  the  Prince  of  Orange   became 

o 

abortive,  and  Do;;?  Juan  had  fufficient  time  for 
receiving  the  Troops,  that  were  brought  to  his 
ArTirtance  by  Alexander  Famefe  Duke  of  Par- 
may   wherewith  he  got  a  great  Victory  over  the 

Ar'mv 
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Army  of  the  States  at  Gemblonrs.  At  the  fameHenry^r« 
time  a  third  Party  was  formed  in  the  Low p*$ A* 
Countries,  at  the  head  whereof  was  the  Lord  goryXI'jtf. 
Montigni.  The  news,  of  the  Rout  of  Gemblours 
being  arrived  in  France,  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  who 
had  gaped  a  long  time  after  thi  Low  Countries^ 
thought  thefe  Circum  (lances  very  proper  for  for- 
warding his  Defigns  •,  therefore  he  difpatched 
De  la  Fougeres  to  the  States  to  offer  them  his 
fervices.  They  received  him  with  great  marks 
of  RefpecT:,  and  told  him  that  the  Duke  would 
much  oblige  them,  was  he  pleafed  to  fend  fome 
Deputies,  with  whom  they  might  treat  in  com- 
mon. Whereupon  he  fent  the  Count  of  Roche- 
■pot  and  Des  Pruneaux  •,  they  were  met  at  67. 
Ghijlin  by  the  Count  of  Lalain,  the  Lord  of 
Frezin  and  Doctor  Liesfeldt.  They  did  not 
enter  almoft  into  any  particulars  as  to  the  Con- 
ditions, which  were  agreed  upon  in  Augvfi 
following  •,  only  the  Deputies  were  allured,  that 
the  Coming  of  the  Duke  into  the  Low  Countries 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  States,  and  to 
the  People  in  general.  The  Duke  having  re- 
ceived this  Anfwer,  marched  with  eight  Thou- 
fand  Foot  and  one  Thoufand  Horfe  which  he 
had  already  raifed  amongft  the  Nobility.  Thefe 
Troops  receiving  no  Pay,  committed  the  great- 
eft  Diibrders,  plundering  every  thing,  and  every 
where,  not  fparing  the  Caftles  and  Country- 
Houfes  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  which. they 
met  upon  their  March  ;  the  King  fufFering  that, 
becaufe  he  defired  earneftly  to  fee  his  Brother 
and  his  Adherents  out  of  the  Kingdom  at  any 
Rate  •,  and  they  entered  the  Lew  Countries  not 
like  Friends,  but  rather  like  inveterate  Enemies. 
However,  with  thefe  Troops  he  arrived  at 
Moris,  where  he  was  received  by  the  Counter 
Lalain  Goycrnour  of  Hdinauit,  and  the  Depu' 
C  e   2  ties 
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Henrylll.  ties  of  the  States  :  From  thence  he  difpatched 
lS*4-    to  Antwerp,  Bujfy  d'Amboife,  the  Lord  BeVil- 

JoryXl\lJerc->  anc^  Mondoucet,  who  tranfacted  with  the 
States  on  the  13th  of  Auguft  1578,  and  agreed 
upon  the  following  Terms :  That  the  Duke 
mould  declare  himfelf  openly  an  Enemy  to 
Dom  Juan  of  Auftria,  and  all  his  Adherents ; 
that  he  mould  maintain  at  his  own  Charge  for 
three  Months,  Ten  thoufand  Foot  and  two 
thoufand  Horfe  •,  and  if  the  War  continued 
ftill  after  thefe  three  Months,  he  was  obliged 
to  keep  only  three  thoufand.  Foot  and  five 
hundred  Horfe  :  That  in  order  to  increafe  the 
Forces  of  the  States,  he  mould  procure  the 
Friendihip  of  the  Queen  of  England,  and  make 
an  Alliance  with  the  King  of  Navarre,  and 
Prince  Cafimir  ;  that  he  mould  not  make  War 
againft  any,  on  account  of  their  Religion  ; 
that  they  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  make  Peace 
at  their  own  pleafure  in  aYear's  time  ;  however, 
without  any  Prejudice  to  the  faid  Duke  and  his 
Adherents  or  Allies  -,  and  upon  this  Condition, 
that  before  the  end  of  July  next  Dom  Juan 
fhould  put  into  the  hands  of  the  States,  Lux- 
embourg, Ruremonde,  Daventer  and  all  the 
Towns  on  this  fide  the  Meufe :  That  when  the 
faid  Duke  mould  be  prefent  in  the  Army,  he 
mould  command  as  General  conjointly  with 
the  States  Captain- General,  who,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  was  to  command  in  chief,  in  the  name 
of  the  States ;  that  the  Government  of  the  Pro- 
vinces mail  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Nobles, 
of  Arch-Duke  Matthias,  and  of  the  States 
Council  •,  that  they  will  oblige  themfelves  not 
to  chufe  any  other  for  their  .Lord  but  the  faid 
Duke,  if  they  ever  renounce  King  Philip : 
That  they  engage  to  the  faid  Duke  the  Towns 
of  D 'Ai-ennej,  ^rfnoy,  Landrecy ,  but  if  Phi- 

lip/bonrg, 
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lip/bourg,  Binchy  or  Mariembourg  fhould  be  ta-  Henry  III. 
ken,  they  will  ferve  in  the  ftead  of  jy  Avennes  ;     l  584- 
then  the  Places  to  be   conquered,   were  parted  goryXiii" 
between   the  faid   Duke   and  the  States.     He  u— ^^— » 
promifed   likewife  to  hinder,    (as  much  as  he 
could,)  the  French  from  coming  to  the  Afhftance 
of  the  Spaniards,  and   to  repute  for   his  Ene- 
mies all  thofe  who  fhould  be  declared  fuch  by 
the  States.     That  Agreement  was  publifhed  at 
Antwerp  the   20th  of  Augujl  :   whereupon  the 
Duke  took  the  Title  of,  Defender  of  the 
Liberty    of    the    Low    Countries,   a- 
gainst    the    Tyranny    of    the  Spani- 
ards AND  THEIR  ADHERENTS. 

Notwithftanding  all  this  Buftle,  the  Duke, 
after  having  taken  fome  fmall  Towns  deferted 
by  the  Inhabitants,  inftead  of  making  all  the 
hafte  he  could  to  join  the  Army  of  the  States, 
loft  moft  part  of  his  time  at  Mens,  at  the  per- 
fuafton  of  the  Count  of  Lalain,  who  had  a 
Pique  againft  the  States.  ••  Then  upon  various 
pretences,  having  put  Garrifons  in  the  Places 
belonging  to  him,  and  the  reft  of  his  Army 
having  difbanded,  not  without  his  Knowledge 
and  fecret  Confent,  he  fet  out  himfelf  for  his 
return  into  France  in  the  Month  of  November 
1578,  leaving  behind  him  Des  Prune  aux  to  be 
his  Agent  near  the  States.  They  on  their  fide 
fent  their  Deputies  to  the  Duke,  to  return  their 
Thanks  to  his  Highnefs  and  renew  their  Promi- 
fes  of  reimburfing  the  charges  he  had  been  at 
for  their  Relief,  and  to  intreat  him  to  perfevere  . 
in  the  good  will  he  had  for  them.' 

The  Union,  called  of  Utrecht  by  the  name  of 
the  Place,  was  concluded  in  the  Year  1579,  011 
the  23d  of  ytftf#tfry,between  theProvinces  oiHol- 
land,Zeiand,  Gueldre,  Zutphen,  Utrecht ,Fr  if  eland 
Overyjfel,  and  others.  The  Contract  contains  24 
Cc  3  Articles, 
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Henrylll.  Articles,  and  was  fubfcribed  by  all  the  Deputies 

1 $84.-     of  thefe  Provinces,   and  after  that  at  Ghent ,  by 

aorvXIir"tne   Inhabitants,    on  the  4th  of   February,  at 

Antwerp,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  3d 

of  May,  and  on  the    nth  of  June  by  Lalain 

Count  of  Rheneberg,  Governour  of  Frifeland, 

Ovcryjfel,  Groningen  and  the  Ommelands.   Then 

the  Cities  of  Antwerp,  Bruges,  Breda  and  fe- 

veral  others  did  the  fame. 

At  Jail  the  Divifions  fubfifting  ftill  in  the  Low 
Countries,  obliged  the  States  in  1580,  to  chufe 
the  Duke  of  Anjou  for  their  Prince  upon  certain 
conditions,  at  the   infligation   of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  ,  which  was   done  accordingly  in   the 
Month  of  June.  The  States  of  Brabant,  Flan- 
ders, Holland,    Zeland,   Mechlin  and  Frifelcnd 
being  affembled  at  Antwerp,  they  deputed  Phi- 
lip de   Marnix  Lord   of   St.   Aldegonde,    with 
Cornells,    or   Noel   Caron    Burgmafter   of  the 
FRA  NC  at  Bruges,  Gafpard  Vojberg,  and  fome 
others,   with  full  Powers  for  treating  with  the 
faid  Duke.     They  met  him  at  PleJJis  Lex  'Tours, 
the  29th  of   September   15S0,    and  tranfacted 
upon    the  Terms  agreed  between   the  Parties, 
which  were  ratified  at  Bourdeaux  with  fome  ad- 
ditional Articles,  after  the  Conferences  of  Flex. 
Several  Medals  were   (truck  in  Brabant,  Flan- 
ders, Holland,    &c.  upon  that  account.     Then 
the  faid    Duke  perfuaded  the  King  his  Brother 
that  the  beft  way  for  fettling  a  folid  and  lafting 
Peace  hi   his  Kingdom  was,  to  carry  the  War 
into  fome  foreign  Country,  that  the  Providence 
of  God  offered   him  a  fair  opportunity  for  it  ; 
feeing  that   the  Low  Countries,    groaning  un- 
der the  intolerable  Yoke  01  the  Spaniards,  the 
mortal  Enemies  of  the  French  Nation,  befougbt 
ihoft  earneftly  his  Affiftance.     So  his  Majefty, 
who  till  then  had  declined  to  anfwer  favourably 

their 
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their  humble  Petition,  left  he  mould  be  obliged  Henrylll. 
to  enter  into  an  open  War  with  Spain,  ought  „  ^H- 
not  to  take  amifs,  if  he  himfelf  received  themgoryXilL 
under  his  Protection,  and  undertook  their  De- 
fence -,  therefore  he  intreated  his  Majefty  to 
grant  him  his  Afliftance  for  accomplishing  fo 
juft,  neceflary  and  honourable  a  Defign.  That 
things  were  now  come  to  fuch  a  Crifis,  that  he 
muft  chufe  either  to  have  a  continual  War  at 
home,  or  to  carry  it  abroad  ;  that  he  was  rea- 
dy to  ferve  his  Majefty  and  the  Kingdom,  as 
in  Duty  bound  in  either  ;  but  that  he  was  in 
hopes,  that  if  he  afforded  him  the  neceftary 
things  to  carry  it  in  the  Low  Countries,  the 
Chiefs  of  both  Parties  being  imployed  abroad, 
a  folid  Peace  will  be  fettled  at  home. 

The  King,  tho'  he  was  very   averfe  from  a 
War  in  the  Low  Countries,  neverthelefs  as  he 
defired  paffionately  to  live  quietly  at  home,  con- 
fented  to  his  Brother's  Proportion  ;  and  at  the 
perfuafion  of  the  Queen  his  Mother,  he  grant- 
ed the  Duke  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  and  pro- 
mifed  that  if  he  inlifted  Men  in  his  Dominions 
for  that  Service,  he  would  take  no  notice  of  it  -, 
but  he  added  this  Condition,  that  he  fhould  not 
be  obliged  to  wage  War  with  Spain  on  the  fide 
ofGuiem/e,  and  to  give  the  management  thereof 
to  the  King  of  Navarre,  (for  he  knew  that  that 
Prince  inlifted  upon  that: )  What  he  was  willing 
to  do  for  his  deareft  Brother,  he  would  by  no 
means  do  it  for  one  who  was  a  much  more  rer 
mote  Relation  to  him,  and  of  a  Religion  con- 
trary to  his  own  :    So   he  confented   that   he 
mould  treat  with  the  King  of  Navarre  about 
the  Pacification  of  the  prefent  Troubles.     The 
Duke  tranfported  with  Joy  went  poft  into   the 
Ferigcrd,  and  concluded   with  his  Brcther-in 
law  the  Treaty  ot  Flex  abovementioned. 

'  C  c  4  Which 
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Henrylll.      Which   done,    he  wholly  applied  himfelf    to 
p'S84     his  intended  Expedition  ;  and  whereas  he  knew 
goryXIII.that  many  People  oppofed  underhand  his  De- 
u— "v— — i  fign,    either  out  of  fear  of  the  Power  of   Spain , 
or  becaufe  they  dreaded  fome  mifchief  for  him  •, 
he  fent  his  Letters  to  feveral  Parliaments  of  the 
Kingdom,   wherein  he  declared   his  undaunted 
Refolution    of    delivering    the  how   Countries 
from  the  cruel  Bondage  of  their   Oppreffor's  ; 
and  that  his  Expedition  was  not  only  honoura- 
ble, but  would  prove  very  advantageous  to  the 
Kingdom.      The  Parliament  of  Paris,   by  the 
advice  of  the  rirfl  PrefidentDtf  Thou,  fent  thefe 
Letters    to  the   King   without  opening   them, 
faying,  that  no   Letter  directed  to  the  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  opened,  before  the  King  or 
his  Chancellour  had  perufed  them. 

Having  appointed  Chateau-Thierry  for  the 
Place  of  Rendezvous  to  his  Troop?,  the  Duke 
arived  upon  the  Frontiers  on  the  15th  of  Au- 
gust 1 581  ;  his  Army  was  compofed  of  four 
thoufand  Horfe,  and  ten  thoufand  Foot. 

Cambray  had  been  blocked  up  for  a  long  time 
before,  and  in  great  want  of  Provifions,  in  fo 
much  that  the  Befieged  were  forced  to  live  up- 
on Horfes,  Cats  and  Dormice  ;  and  the 
Dearth  was  fuch,  that  a  Cow  fold  for  two  hun- 
dred Florins,  that  is,  about  twenty  Pounds 
Sterling  ;  a  Sheep  fifty  ;  a  Pound  of  Butter 
four  Shillings  ;  of  Cheefe  five  Shillings  •,  an 
Egg  a  Groat,  and  an  Ounce  of  Salt  four  Groats. 
The  Duke  of  Anjcu  arrived  in  good  time  with 
his  Army  to  their  relief.  The  King  of  Spain's 
Lieutenant  retreated  immediately,  and  the  two 
Armies  having  been  for  fome  time  in  prefence 
on  the  17th  of  Augujl,  at  laft  he  removed  his 
Camp,  and  retired  to  Valenciennes,  having  left 
part  of  his  Troops  in  the  neighbouring  Garri- 

fons. 
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Tons.     The  Duke  of  Anjou  entered  Cambray  Henry  III. 
with  great  Shoutings  of  Joy  of  the  Inhabitants.  _  15^- 
Two  Days  after  he  took  the  Oath  in  St.  Mary's  goVyXIII. 
Church,    and  then    in  the   Town-Houfe,   to  <- 
maintain  their   Privileges,  and  togovernthem 
according  to  their  Laws. 

The  next  day  he  went   to  Arleux  and  Sluys, 
(UEfclufe)  the  Enemies  having  been  expelled 
from  thefe  Places,  and  fome  Days  after  he  be- 
fieged   Chateau-Cambrefis  ;     which  after  fome 
Cannon- fhotsfurrendered  itfelf,  and  the  Garrifon 
came  out  fafe  without  Matches :  feveral  other 
Places,  invited  by  the  Clemency  of  the  victori- 
ous Duke,  followed  that  example  and  furrende- 
red  themfelves.     Then  he  was   defired   by  the 
Prince  of  Orange  and  the  States  to  get  by  force 
thro*  the  Enemies  Army,  and  come  into  Bra- 
bant, and  that  they  had  Troops  ready  in  Flan- 
ders ;  having   fent    La  Garde  and  Stuart  with 
their    Regiments,  on  purpofe  to  meet  him   in 
the  way.     But  he  excufed  himfelf,  becaufe  moll 
part  of  his  Troops  were  Volunteers,  or  on  the 
King  his  Brother's  pay  •,  befides  which,  Jealou- 
fies  had  arofe  amongft  the  Chiefs,  which  occa- 
fioned  a  great  Defertion  :  therefore  he  thought 
that  it  would  be  enough  for  him  before  he  pro- 
ceeded any  farther,  to  take  a  Turn  in  England^ 
to  accomplifh  as  much  as  it  was  in  his  power 
his  Promifes  of  Marriage,  and  to  the  end  that 
when  he  mould  come  back  into  the  Low  Coun- 
tries it  might  appear,  not  only  that  he   came 
fupported  by  the  Forces  of  fo  great  a  Queen, 
but  even  by  her  Permiffion  and  Confent. 

A  little  before  the  States  General  had  been 
afTembled  at  the  Hague  on  the  26th  of  July, 
and  had  renounced,  by  a  publick  Inftrument, 
their  Obedience  to  King  Philip  of  Spain,  they 
publifhed  a  Manifefto,  wherein  they  declared 

that 
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Henrylll.  that  a  People  were  not  born  for  the  Prince, 
P<*5Gre- Dut  the  Prince  for  the  People  ;  for  People  may 
goryXIII.  fabfifl  without  Princes,  but  Princes  not :  from 
t  whence  they  inferred  that  the  Prince  is  in  Duty 
bound  to  love  his  People,  as  a  Father  his  own 
Children,  or  as  a  Shepherd  his  own  Sheep, 
and  to  govern  them  according  to  the  known 
Laws  eftablifhed  amongft  them  ;  whoever  do 
otherwife,  is  no  longer  a  Prince,  but  a  Tyrant, 
and  the  People  is  no  longer  obliged  to  keep 
their  Oath  of  Fidelity  and  Allegiance  to  him. 
Which  having  applied  to  King  Philip,  and  e- 
vinced  by  many  In  fiances  that  he  had  violated 
in  the  mod  unjufr,  cruel  and  barbarous  manner 
all  the  known  Laws  of  the  Country  which  he 
had  fworn  to  obferve  and  keep  religiouQy,  they 
concluded  that  he  had  forfeited  all  his  Rights, 
and  that  he  was  no  longer  their  Prince,  that  the 
People  was  freed  from  their  Allegiance  to 
him,  in  confequence  whereof  they  had  elected 
Francis  Duke  of  Anjou,  &c.  to  be  their  law- 
ful Sovereign,  to  whom  they  promifed  their 
Faith  and  Obedience  according  to  the  Laws, 
&c.  &c. 

This  Act  was  much  cenfured  by  many,  even 
smongft  thofe  who  were  very  averfe  to  the  Spa- 
nijh  Government  •,  for  they  faid,  that  it  was  not 
a.  new  thing  to  wage  War  againft  Sovereigns, 
when  all  other  mild  means  for  obtaining  a  Re- 
drefs  of  Grievances  proved  ineffectual,  but  for 
all  that,  People  had  always  perfevered  in  the 
juft  Obedience  due  to  their  Sovereign,  and  never 
had  a  mind  to  dived  him  of  his  juft  Rights, 
much  lefs  of  his  Sovereignty.  Some  of  them 
were  even  fo  tender  upon  that  Point,  and  a~ 
mongft  them  Ralda,  Deputy  of  Frifdand, 
that  when  the  Oath  to  the  Duke  of  Anjou  was 
tendered  unto  him,  he  fainted  away.,  and  died  a 

&  vV 
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Few  Days  after,  without  having  taken  the  faid  Henry  III. 
Oath.  «5g- 

However,  the  Duke  of  Anjou  having  fet  fail  °\e  x/jf 
from  Dover  the  9th  of  February  1582,  arivedat  v- 
Flejfingue  on  the  nth  ;  he  was  received  in  a 
triumphant  manner,  was  met  by  the  Prince  of 
Orange  and  that  of  Efpinoy,  and  the  noife  of 
the  Artillery  was  fo  great  and  frequent,  that  it 
was  heard  from  Calais.  The  next  Day  he 
went  to  Middelburgh  where  the  States  of  Zeland 
met  him  ;  on  the  17th  of  the  fame  Month  he 
fet  out  from  that  Place,  and  arrived  the  next  Day 
at  Lillo,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Antwerp, 
where  the  Ceremonies  of  his  Inauguration  as 
Duke  of  Brabant  and  Marquis  of  the  Holy 
Empire  were  performed,  having  fworn  to  go- 
vern them  not  after  his  own  will  and  pleafure, 
but  according  to  Juftice  and  their  own  Privi- 
leges. 

About  this  time  the  Prince  of  Orange  being 
at  Antwerp,  was   in   great  danger  of  his  Life. 
One  Jouereguy  a  Servant  to  Gafpard  Anajlre  a 
Banker  Bankrupt,  who  was  fufpected  of  hav- 
ing poifoned  Don  Juan  of  Auftria,    fired    a 
Piitol   at  his   Highnefs  as  he  came  out  from 
Dinner,  the  Bullet  went  thro'  the  right  Ear, 
the  left  Jaw-Bone,   and  came  out  thro'  the  Pa- 
late under  the  upper  Teeth  ;  this  happened  on 
the   1 8th  of   March.     The  Prince  was  cured 
of  that  Wound  ;    but  at  the  firft  inftant   the 
Flemijh  thinking  that  the   Duke  was  privy  to 
that  Attempt,    becaufe  the  French  Lords  who 
had  dined  that  Day  with  the  Prince  of  Orange 
had  killed  the  Villain  upon  the  Spot,  were  very 
near  to  affault  his  own  Perfon  in  the  Caftle  of 
Antwerp.     But  the  young  Prince  Maurice  Son 
to   the   wounded   having    of  his   own   accord 
fearched  the  Murderer's  Pockets,  found  Letters 

from 
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Henry  III.  from  Spain,  and  written  in  Spanijh,  which  plain- 

1584.     jy  difcovered  tne  Author  of  this  tragical  Scene. 

Pope  Gre-  J  -rX7-,.i     ,,      x>  •  Gj. 

KoryXIII  While  the  rnnce  was  upon  a  mending  way, 
;the  Duke  was  making  his  publick  Entry  at 
$ruges  and  Ghent  *,  in  this  laft  City  he  received 
the  Regalia  of  his  Dignity  as  Count  of  Flanders, 
Few  Days  after  Salcede's  Confpiracy  againft  his 
Perfon  and  Government  was  difcovered  ;  he 
was  Son  to  that  Salcede  who  had  oppofed  the 
Cardinal  of  Lorrain's  Defigns  upon  the  Mef- 
fine  Country  mentioned  in  our  3d  Volume  ;  he 
commanded  a  Regiment  which  he  had  raifed  at 
his  own  Charge,  and  was  in  the  Duke's  fervice; 
but  he  kept  fecret  Correfpondence  with  the 
Duke  of  Parma  Governour  for  King  Philip, 
which  being  difcovered  by  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
he  was  arretted  with  Francis  Bafa  an  Italian , 
and  a  Banker  named  Baldnin  and  fome  others. 

The  bottom  of  the  Plot  is  yet  unknown,  for 
Bafa  having  confefTed  very  ftrange  things,  mur- 
dered himielf  in  Prifon.  As  to  Salcede,  he 
charged  fo  many  Perfons  of  known  Probity  and 
Fidelity,  and  varied  fo  many  times  in  his  Con- 
feffions,  that  it  was,  and  is  ftill  impoffible  to 
know  with  any  certainty  the  Truth  of  the 
matter.  He  was  drawn  at  four  Horfes  Tails 
through  Paris. 

Now  the  States  had  but  very  little  Money  to 
bear  the  great  Charges  they  were  at  for  keeping 
Garrifons  in  fo  many  Places.  Therefore  the 
Duke's  Army  was  only  of  five  thoufand  Men 
that  Campaign,  which  even  he  was  obliged  to. 
divide  in  three  fmall  Bodies  for  covering  the  out- 
fides  of  the  great  Cities.  But  tho'  the  Duke 
of  Parma's  Army  was  of  thirty  thoufand 
irrong,  neverthelefs  for  want  of  Provifions,  and 
for  fome   other   Accidents,  he  could  perform 

nothing 
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nothing  elfe  but  the   taking  of    four  or    five  Henry  III. 
fmall  Caftles  of  very  little  Importance.  p*^c 

Francis ',  Prince  Dauphin,  Son  to  the  Duke  ofgoryXUl. 
Mcntpenjier,  and  the  Marfhal  of  Biron,  brought 
to  the  Duke  of  Anjou  a  Reinforcement  of  fe- 
ven  thoufand  Foot  and  twelve  hundred  Horfe  ; 
he  himfelf  had  taken  into  his  pay  fome 
Companies  of  Re'ifters  :  This  was  his  laft  fhift, 
for  he  had  laid  out  for  this  War  the  whole 
Revenues  of  his  Appanage  ;  and  three  hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  befides,  which  he  had  bor- 
rowed of  his  Friends.  The  four  millions  of 
Florins,  which  the  States  raifed  for  the  Service 
of  the  Year,  had  been  confumed  in  needlefs 
Pennons  ;  fo  that  there  remained  not  forty  thou- 
fand for  himfelf.  He  intreated  in  vain  the 
King  his  Brother  for  fome  new  fupply  ;  but  he 
was  deaf  to  all  his  Intreaties,  either  out  of 
Jealoufy,  or  out  of  Dread  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
or  both  together  (h).  His  Majefty  let  him. 
know  by  the  advice  of  his  Favourites,  that  he 
ought  to  undertake  fomething  whereby  he 
might  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  of  fupport- 
ing  his  Dignity.  And  what  his  Enemies  ad- 
vifed  him  to  do  in  order  to  forward  his  Ruin, 
the  Queen-Mother  advifed  him  the  fame  in 
order  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  his  Settlement. 

Therefore  being  abfolutely  governed  by  Peo- 
ple without  Flonour  and  Faith,  fuch  as  his 
Secretary  Quinfay,  Fervaques  and  Aurilly  his 
Son  in  Law,  he  was  put  upon  the  defperate 
Attempt  of  feizing  upon  the  how  Countries,  and 

making 

(h)  TJ.manus  tells  us,  that  the  King's  Council  inten- 
ded to  bring  the  Duke  of  Anjou  and  the  States  of  the  Low 
Countries  to  iuch  extremities,  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
fubmit  themfelves  to  any  Terms  which  his  Majefty  would 
be  pleafed  to  impofe,  in  order  to  obtain  his  Aififtance. 
Lib.  77.  p.  6 1  g,  620. 
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Henrylll.  making  himfelf  abfolute  Sovereign  of  thefe  Pro- 
1584.    vinces.     Confequently  he  gave  orders   to  his 
coryXIIL  Captains    to  feize  all  at  once  upon   fevzn   or 
>  eight  of  the   beft  Cities,  fuch  as  Bruges,  Ant- 
werp,   Dunkirk,  &c.  and  the    1 8th  of  Janu- 
ary 1583,  was  the  Day  appointed  for  that  Ex- 
ploit.    All  this   was  plotted  unknown  to  the 
Duke  of  Montpenfier,  the  Counts  of  Laval,  and 
Rochefoucauld,    to  Avantigny   and    others   who 
certainly  would  have  diverted  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  from  fuch  a  bafe  Defign. 

The  Attempt  fucceeded  at  Dunkirk,  Dix- 
mude,  Tendermunde,  Wilworde  and  St.  Vinox, 
where  the  French  were  fuperior  in  number  :  but 
they  mifcaried  at  Aloft,  New-port,  OJlend  and 
Bruges.  As  to  Antwerp,  they  were  very  near 
fucceeding.  The  Duke  had  taken  upon 
him  the  Execution  of  the  Plot  in  that  City. 
Two  Days  before,  he  had  caufed  all  the  Troops 
to  come  into  the  Suburbs ;  juft  as  if  he  had  a 
mind  to  review  the  Army.  The  chief  Officers 
being  come  to  pay  their  refpecls  to  the  Duke, 
received  orders  to  feize  by  force  upon  Crone- 
hourg's  Gate  adjoining  to  the  Prince's  Palace 
on  the  next  night,  and  to  introduce  the  Troops 
through  it  into  the  City.  But  the  Plot  being 
fufpedted,  the  Militia  was '  put  under  Arms, 
and  that  Order  could  not  be  executed  that 
Night.  The  next  Day  early  in  the  Morning 
the  Duke  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  told  him  that  he  was  going  to  review  his 
Army,  and  defired  his  Company  ;  but  the 
Prince  excufed  himfelf  upon  the  bad  State  of 
his  Health  and  the  bad  Weather,  for  it  was  a 
rainy  Day  :  then  he  added,  that  they  had  to 
deal  with  a  very  fufpicious  People,  therefore 
he  intreated  his  Royal  Highnefe  to  defift  and  not 
toftirout  of  the  City.     The  Du:;c  feigned  to 


content 
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confent ;  but  being  gone,  his  Favourites  pre-  Henrylll. 
vailed  with  him  again,  and  having  haftened  his  p  l^' 
Dinner,  he  went  out  of  the  City  with  ^goryXll'l 
Guards  and  two  hundred  Horfe.  He  ftopt 
upon  the  Bridge,  to  the  end  that  at  the  fignal 
appointed  (which  was  to  murder  the  Officer 
which  was  there  upon  Duty)  his  Guards  might 
feize  upon  Croneburgh's  Gate.  Which  done,  the 
Gentlemen  that  rode  before  him  came  back 
into  the  City,  expelled  the  Burgefles  that  were 
near  the  Gate  under  Arms,  and  fet  the  next 
Houfe  on  fire  as  a  warning  to  the  Army  to  come 
in  all  hafte.  In  lefs  than  an  hour  feventeen 
French  Companies  and  fix  hundred  Launcers 
were  introduced  into  the  City,  crying  aloud, 
Kill,  kill,  Mass  for  ever,  City  con- 
quered. But  the  Citizens,  who  having  guef- 
fed  at  the  Duke's  defign  beforehand,  had  their 
Arms  ready,  came  out  in  the  Streets  which 
they  barricadoed  with  the  Chains,  they  put 
Corps  de  Garde  in  all  the  Crofs-ways,  and  the 
Women  were  at  the  Windows  with  Stones  and 
huge  pieces  of  Wood.  Fervaques  one  of  the 
Duke's  Favourites  was  arrefted  at  the  head  of 
one  hundred  Horfe  and  two  Companies  of 
Foot,  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  by  him 
fent  prifoner  into  the  Caftle,  having  his  Hands 
tied  behind  his  Back.  That  happy  Succefs  en- 
couraged the  Citizens.  They  all  joined  toge- 
ther without  any  difference  of  Religion,  Sex, 
or  Condition  for  expelling  the  common  Ene- 
my, wherein  they  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the 
Duke,  who  was  out  of  the  City,  was  forced  to 
retire  with  the  remainder  of  his  Troops,  having 
loft  fifteen  hundred  Men,  amongft  whom  there 
were  three  hundred  Gentlemen  all  killed  upon 
the  fpot,  and  two  thoufand  Prifoners,  who 
were  fpared  thro'  the  Clemency  of  the  Prince 

of 
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Henrylll.  of  Orange  and  the  good-nature  of  the  Inha- 
p  l^A'  bitants,  who  loft  in  the  fray  about  one  hundred 
goryXIIf"  Men,  and  had  many  wounded. 

i  Now  the  Duke  covered  with  Confufion  arid 
Shame,  having  miffed  his  aim,  retreated  with 
his  Army  to  the  Caftle  of  Uerken,  from  whence 
he  wrote  to  the  Deputies  of  the  States,  and  ex- 
tolled to  the  Skies  his  Services  to  the  Country, 
magnified  the  repeated  Injuries  he  had  received 
fince  he  was  arrived  amongft  thein^  which  had 
put  his  Army  out  of  patience  and  obliged  it  to 
commit  fuch  Diforders  which  he  was  very  forry 
for  *,  That  he  had  not  altered  his  good- will  to- 
wards them,  whereof  he  was  willing  to  inform 
them,  riefiring  them  to  let  him  know  their  laft 
Refolution,  that  he  might  take  his  own  accord- 
ingly. 

The  States  refolved  at  the  Prince  of  Orange' % 
Intreaties,  who  infilled  much  upon  bringing 
matters  to  fome  agreement,  to  fend  fome  Depu- 
ties to  the  Duke.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to 
relate  the  feveral  Meffages  parTed  between  the 
two  Parties,  the  many  Dangers  and  Miferies 
whereto  the  Duke  and  his  Army  were  expo- 
fed  for  above  five  Months  ;  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  having  ftayed  in  vain  for  two 
Months  together  at  Dunkirk*  he  took  Ship 
on  the  zSihofJune,  and  came  to  Calais,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  into  the  Cambrefis*  where 
he  parTed  the  remaining  part  of  the  Year  in  a 
very  melancholick  Condition,  being  confoun- 
ded at  the  very  thought  of  his  treacherous  un- 
fortunate Attempts.  He  came  to  Court  in  the 
latter  end  of  February,  where  having  made  an 
humble  ConferTion  of  his  many  grievous  Offen- 
ces to  the  King  his  Brother,  and  revealed  fome 
Secrets  of  the  League,  and  the  advantageous  Of- 
fers which  the   Duke  of  Guife  had  caufed  to 
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be  made  unto  him,  two  or  three  Weeks  before  Hem y lit. 
he  was  reconciled   to  his  Majefty.     Fie  flayed     '584- 
but  few  Days  at  Court,  and  fct  out  at  the   be-jjjj^§jj* 
ginning   of  March  for  Chateau-Thierry,  where 
he  languifned  to  the  day  of  his  Death  (i). 

He  died  unmarried,  tho'  he  had  been  betroth- 
ed to  Queen  Elizabeth,  whom  he  had  vifited 
three  feveral  times  ;  and  tho'  the  Articles  had 
been  agreed,  and  the  Marriage-Contract  drawn 
up  in  form  and  figned,  and  a:l  other  things 
confented  to  her  Satisfaction,  on  the  15th  of 
June  1 58 1  •,  neverthelefs  it  never  came  to  a 
conclufion,  either  becaufe  fne  had  nothing  elfe 
in  view  by  that  Treay  but  of  amufing  the 
Court  of  France,  or  becaufe  fhe  faw  that  fuch 
a  Match  was  very  unpleafing  to  mod:  part  of 
her  Subjects,  and  filled  up  their  minds  with 
Jealoufies,  or  became  fome  natural  Infirmity 
put  her  Life  in  danger  had  me  everconfumma- 
ted  her  Marriage. 

That  Princefs  had  been  promifed  to  Charles 
of  Anzoulcme  third  Son  to  Francis  I.  bv  her  Fa- 
ther,  when  me  was  yet  in  the  Cradle  ;  then  in 
1565,  Charles  IX.  fent  Caftelnau  Mauvi/jicre 
into  England  for  propofing  a  Match  between 
himfelf  and  her  Majefty.  A  few  Years  after, 
the  fame  EmbafTador  propofed  in  the  King's 
name  the  Duke  Henry  of  Anjou  his  Brother, 
and  at  laft  for  nine  or  ten  Years  together,  the 
Treaty  of  Marriage  was  on  fcot  between  her 
Majefty  and  Francis  Duke  of  /den con,  &c. 
which  came  to  nothing.  That  Prince  received 
many  kind  offices  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  ef- 
peciallv  in  the  laft  Voyage  he  made  to  England 
V.  III.  Part  II.  D  d  in 

(/)  Petit  Chronique  de  Hollar.de,  Zelande,  &c.  Tom.  2. 
liv.  XI,  XII,  XIII.  Thuan.  lib.  66,  680  71,  72.  74, 
75»  77'  79-  Grotius,  Ann.  &  Hiit.  de  rebus  Beki- 
cis.     Lib    2,  3,  4. 
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Henrylll.in  1 58 1,  when  me  fupplied    him   with    Men 
*584-    and  Money  for  his   Expedition  in   the  Low 

Pope  Gre-  n  .       J-  r 

goryXIII.C'""'™?  (/)• 

t— -v— — »      He  died  very  penitent,  and  {hewed  an  entire 

Refignation  to  the  Will  of  Almighty  God  :  he 
had  earneftly  intreated  the  King  his  Brother,  by 
his  laft  Will,  to  fave  as  much  as  poflible  upon 
his  funeral  Pomp  in  order  to  difcharge  his 
Debts,  which  amounted  to  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Crowns;  but  his  prodigal  Brother  chofe  to 
lay  out  two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  in  his 
Funeral  rather  than  to  pay  a  Farthing  of  the 
Deceafed's  Debts  (k). 

His  death  was  fufpected  to  have  been  pro- 
cured by  Poifon,  given  him  by  fome  EmifTary 
of  Spain  -,  the  Surgeons  which  opened  his  Body 
found  fome  fymptoms  thereof;  and  the  Murder 
perpetrated  on  the  Perfon  of  William  I.  Prince 
of  Orange  by  Balthazar  Gerard^  on  the  1  oth  of 
July  following  ;  and  the  Flot  of  William  Parry 
againft  Queen  Elizabeth^  difcovered  in  the 
Month  of 'February  before,  were  Indications  that 
ferved  to  ftrengthen  the  Sufpicions  entertained 
againft  Spain. 
Cjj-  The  King  was  overjoyed  when  he  heard  of 

The  fatal  the  Duke  his  Brother's  death,  he  reckoned  that 
Confequen- event  amongft  the  moft  profperous  of  his  Life  ; 
ces  of  his  kut  he  was  moft  groffly  miftaken,  for  that 
death  gave  a  new  Life  and  Strength  to  the  Fac- 
tions that  tore  the  Kingdom  into  pieces,  and  oc- 
casioned at  laft  his  own  Ruin.  Therefore  he 
returned  to  his  former  way  of  living,  not  mind- 
ing SalccJSs  Advices  and  Confefnons,  and  not 
confidering  that  his  Brother  had  been  the  only 
Obftacle  whicli  had  kept  in  awe  the  Spaniards 

and 

(/)  Mem.  de  Caftelnau  Mauviffiere,  Liv.  v.  ch.  1 1.  13. 
Acidic  aux.  Mem.  de  Cafielnau,  l.iv.  ii.  ch.  2.  Liv.  hi. 
ch.  1.  p,  649.  701.         {k)  Thunn   Lib.  79. 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  Fr  a n c e .        403 
and  Leaguers,  and  hindered  them  from  executing  Henry IjF. 
their    wicked   Defigns.      For    almoft   all    the     '5^- 
young  Nobility  had  followed  the  faid  Duke  in00rVxnj. 
his  Wars  in  the  Low-Countries  ;  but  now  being 
dead,  and  they  having   very   little   regard   for 
the  King,  who  grew  every  day  more  and  more 
contemptible,  they  took  party  with  the  Duke 
of  Guife.     It  was  not  long  before  he  was  made 
fenftble  of  his  Miftake,    more  (lowly  however 
than  it  was  requifite  for  preventing  the  perni- 
cious Deiigns  of  the  Leaguers,  and  for  divert- 
ing  the  imminent  Danger  wherewith    he   was 
threatened;  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  the  Guile  or  Cowardlinefs  of  his  bad 
Counfellors  who  flattered  him,  and  never  fpake 
unto  him  but  according  to  his  own  Inclinations 
and  Mind. 

The  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  chief  of  the 
Reformed  in  Languedoc,  &c.  had  juft  then  £??"""_ 
given  the  King  a  frefh  Inftance  of  their  Fidelity  r;is  maje 
and  Zeal  for  his  Majeily's  Service  and  the  Wei-  h  the  Re- 
fare  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Leaguers  had  en-^;',v;-'?- 
gaged  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  attempt  upon  the 
City  of  Aries  in  Provence,  upon  promife  that 
at  the  fame  time  they  would  procure  an  Infur- 
reclion  in  fome  of  the  beft  Cities  of  the  King- 
dom, fuch  as  Orleans  y  Chaalons  upon  Saone,  &c. 
The  faid  Duke  had  entrufted  Captain  Beaure- 
gard with  that  important  Secret,  together  with 
Captain  Efpiard;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  acted  in 
the  King  of  Spain's  Name  •,  the  Duke  o(  Mont- 
morency was  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  faid  Duke 
to  enter  into  that  Confpiracy.  The  Lord  of 
Chatillon  having  been  acquainted  with  the  Plot 
by  De  Les  Diguieres  and  the  faid  Beauregard, 
fent  immediately  notice  thereof  to  the  King 
of  Navarre,  who  thought  proper  to  di 'patch 
upon  the  fpot  the  Lord  du  PleJJis  to  Courr, 
D  d  2  with 


CLII. 

mportant 
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Henrylll.  with   the    faid   Beauregard,   for  informing  his 
p^584-     Majefty   of  the   particulars  of  that  Plot.     Du 
poryXIII.  Pblfis  arrived  at  Court  the  beginning  of  Febru- 
s^—v-mjary  1584;  he  met  with  a  gracious  Reception, 
he  was  heard  upon  the  fubjecr.  of  his  coming, 
he  was  confulted  upon  the  means  of  preventing 
the  wicked  Defigns  of  the  Enemies  of  the  State  •, 
but  his  Opinion  was  followed  only  in  part,  and 
that  too  very  weakly  •,   Beauregard  was  recom- 
penfed.     Du  Plejfis   was  charged  with  fome  o- 
ther  Commiffions    befides     this,    efpecially   of 
folliciting  a  prolongation  of  the  Term  for  re- 
ftoring   the  Cautionary  Towns,  and  a  Permif- 
iion  for  holding  a  political  AfTembly  of  the  Re- 
formed Churches:  As  to  the  firft,  he  obtained 
nothing  at  this  time  •,  but  as  to  the  fecond,  it 
was  but  after  the  King's  Brother's  Death  that 
his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fend  that  Licence 
to  the  King  of  Navarre. 

I  have  been  furprized  to  find  thut  Hhuanus 
has  entirely  omitted  an  Event  of  that  Impor- 
tance, which  is  related  in  du  Plejfis's  Memoirs, 
and  by  his  Biographer  (/) . 
CLIII.        ^  tne  fame  time  the  Duke  of  Efoernon  the 
i'r  u  e  King's   gr^ateft  Favourite  was  fent  to  confer 
non  fent    w^h    the  King  of  Navarre,    and  covered    his 
to  the        Journey  with   the   fpecious  Pretence  of  paying 
King  of    a  viht  to  Lady  ha  Valette  his  Mother  who  lived 
iNiavan-e.  at  Caumont,  and  whom  he  had  not  feen  fince 
he  had  been  raifed  to  fo  great  a  pitch  of  Gran  - 
deur.     The  King    had    commanded    him    to 
endeavour  to  bring  the  King  of  Navarre  to 
make  a  new  recantation  of  the  Reformed  Reli- 
gion, and   to   mow  him  that  fuch  a  ilep  was 
not  only  very   beneficial  and  ufeful  unto  him, 
who  was  become  the  prefumptive  Heir  of  the 
Crown    by  the  Duke  of  Aujoiis  Death,    but 

like  wife 

(1)  Mem.  de  Du  PleffisTom.  1.  Vie  de  Du  Pldlis  Liv.  1. 
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Jikewife  neceffary  to  the  Tranquility  and  Wei-  Henrylll. 
fare  of  the  Kingdom,  that  by  fuch  means  the     I?i?4- 
wicked  Defigns  of  the  Guifians  grounded  only  CorvXIlT 
upon  his  Religion  would  be  defeated  ;  that  if  ■_  -w-  J 
he  would  comply,  he  might  expect  all  kinds  of 
Favours  from  his  Majefty. 

When    Efpemon  had    declared    his    Charge 
to  his  Navarrefe  Majefty,  and  added  feveral  pri-  cefs   .^ 
vate  Advices,  as  if  it  were  of  his  own,  a  Debate  Mejfage. 
arofe  in  that  Court  between  Koquelaure  a  zealous 
Catholick  Lord,  and  the  Minifter  Mar  me  t^  in 
prefence  of  the  renowned  Arnauld  du  Ferrier>for- 
merly  French  Embaflador  at  Venice  and  to    the 
Council  of  Trent ,  and  then  Chancellor  to  the  King 
of  Navarre  ;  the  Point  in  Debate  was,  whether 
it  was  expedient  for  the  faid  Prince  to  accept  of 
the  King's  Offers  upon  the  terms  tendered  un- 
to him,  and  whether  fuch  a  Step  would  be  con- 
ducive to  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the  King- 
dom.    After  feveral  Arguments  on  both  fides? 
drawn  from  Scripture  and  Reafon,  Du  Ferrier 
decided    that,    feeing   the   King   of  Navarre's 
Change  could  not  be  of  any  Service,  either  for 
ftrengthening   the  Concord   between  the  King 
and   his  Navarrefe  Majefty,  or  for  maintain- 
ing the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the  Kingdom, 
or  for  procuring  the  Favour  of  the  States  to  the 
faid  Prince;  his  Opinion  was  that  he  mould  not 
take  that  Step.      Whereupon  that  fecret  Con- 
ference broke  cfr  {in). 

D  d  3  The 

(m)  Thuan.  Lib.  80  adds  further,  that  the  Debate 
ran  lilcewife  upon  this  Point  whether  the  King  of  Navarre 
was  to  go  to  Court  ?  and  that  Du  Ferrier  voted  for  that ; 
but  he  thought  that  the  faid  Prince  ought  not  to  make 
a  long  (lay  in  that  Place.  But,  according  to  the  Biogra- 
pher of  du  Plejis,  Tbuanus  has  put  together  two  Coniul- 
tations  which  have  been  in  two  different  times,  that  about 
going  to  Court  was  in  15 S3,  as  obferved  in  its  proper 
Place,  and    that  about  Religion   was   in   1584.     WEjper-. 
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Henrylll.     The  Duke  of  Efpernorfs  Biographer  tells  us, 
P  ! 5  ctj  e  ^lat  ^e^"cre  tne  ^a'd  Duke  fet  out  on  his  Return 
coryXIil'*0  Court,  he  faid   to    the   King  of  Navarre, 
tL^-y- — >  "  that  tho'  he  denied  to    the  King  his  Mafter 
"  the  Satisfaction  he  had  defired,  neverthelefs 
"  whereas  he  confldered  him  as  his  good  Kinf- 
"  man,  and  his  SuccefFor  to  the  Crown,  if  he 
"  died  without  Male  I  flue  ;    his  Majefty   had 
"  commanded    him   to  aflure    him,    that   he 
"  would  approve   whatever  he  would  do  for 
"  putting  himfelf  in  a  Condition  of  oppofing 
"  the  pernicious  Defigns  of  the  League,  which 
"  aimed  at  no  lefs  than   the   ruin  of  the  royal 
"  Houfe.     That  mice  they  could  not  act  con- 
"  jointly  on  this  Occafion,  he  would  do  well 
"  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  Cautionary  Towns 
"  which   he  deemed   more  fure   in  his  hands 
"  than  in  the  Leaguers:  And  tho'  in-  the  pre- 
"  fent  Juncture  he  could  not  favour  him  open- 
"  ly  becaufe  of  his  Religion,  and  could  not  a- 
"  void  to  infift  outwardly  upon  the  Reftitution 
"  of  the  faid  Cautionary  Towns ;  neverthelefs 
"  he  would  be  very   well  pleafed   with  every 
"  thing   he   fhould  do  for  his  own  Advan- 
"  tage  (»). 
CLTV         In  the  Month  of  September  was  held  at  Mon- 
Affemhh    tattban  an  Afiembly  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Re- 
of  the  Re-  formed  Churches  of  France ,  for  to  confult  toge- 
rmed  at  tjier  aDout  the  moll  proper  means  of  fettling  a 
lontau-    ja^.{ncr  peace  and  Tranquility  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
there  were  prefent  the  King  of  Navarre,  the 

Prince 

von>  Biographer  fpeaks  only  in  this  place  of  the  change  of 
Religion,  and  the  reft  might  be  one  of  thefe  Miftakes  in 
the  3d  vol.  of  his  Hiftory,  whereof  Thuanus  owns  himfelf 
he  had  been  made  fenhble  by  Du  PUJJls,  and  which  he 
p'romifed  to  crrrcft  in  a  new  Edition.  See  his  own  Letter 
in  Du  Plejfis'%  iVJemcirs  Tom.  3.  pag.  618,  619. 

(;;)  G'.rard  Vie  du  Due  <£  Efpcrrion,  Vol.  I.  pag.  79. 
b1  t  he  miftakes  as  to  the  Year,  for  it  was  in  1584  and 
not  in  1  5  85,   as  he  i:iys. 
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Prince  of  Conde,  the   Counts  of  Chatillon  and  Henrylll". 
Laval,  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne,  and  feveral  o-     l$H- 
ther  Lords,  Gentlemen,    Captains  and  Depu-p^XIrT 
ties  of  all  the  Provinces  profeffing  the  Reform-  c— ■v*--' 
ed  Religion.     De  Bellievre  was  likewife  prefent 
in   the  King's  Name,  who   infifted   upon  the 
Reftitution    of  the    Cautionary    Towns.     Du 
Pleffis  was  charged  by  the  Aflembly  to  draw 
a  mod  dutiful  Addrefs  to   his  Majefty,  fetting 
forth  their  many  Grievances  and  that  the  Rea- 
fons  for  which  thefe  Places  had  been  granted 
them,   being   now   the   fame,     and  even  more 
pregnant  than  when  at  firft  granted,  they  moft 
humbly  befought  his  Majefty   to  prolong  the 
term  of  the  Reftitution  for  three  Years  more, 
&JV.     The  Count  of  Laval,  the  Lord  Du  Pleffis 
and  Mr.  Conftant  were  deputed  by  the  AfTem- 
bly  to  Court,   with  the  faid  Addrefs. 

They  met  the  King  at  Blots  and   had  their  ^   ,f 
flrft  Audience,    but  the  Plague   beginning   to  a  Deputa- 
rage  in  that  Place,  they  were  put  off  till  the  *2'°»  to  tt>e 
Court  fhould  come  to  St.  Germain.     His  Ma-  KinS- 
jefty  anfwered  their  Petition   as  favourably   as 
the  Circumftances  of  the  times  could  allow,  and 
with    fome   difficulty    he    prolonged   for   two 
years  more  the  term  for  the  furrendering  of  the 
Cautionary  Town?,  inftead  of  three  as   they 
had  required. 

The  Guijians  having  been  informed  of  Ef-     CLV. 
pernors   Conferences   with   the  King  of  Na-  Commo- 
varre,  of  the  Afiembly  held  at  Montauban  with  *"»*<>/ the 
the  King's  Licence,  and  of  the  favourable  An-^J*"* 
fwer  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed   to  give   to 
their  Petitions,  bawled   every   where,  even  in 
the  Pulpits  by  their  EmifTaries,  that  the  Church 
v/as  in  danger,  that  the  King  countenanced  the 
Hereticks,  that  he  intended  the  Subversion   of 
the  ancient  and  moft  holy  Catholick  Religion, 
D  d  4  that 
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Henry  III.  that  for  that  end  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  had 
p„I  Gre  keen  ^cnt  to  t^e  King  °f  Navarre,  rather  than 
goi-yXIir.for  fettling  Peace,  and  endeavouring    to  bring 
«— v— — 'the  faid  King  to  return  to   the  Religion   of  his 
Anceftors;  and  feveral  other  fuch  like  feditious 
Speeches,  wherewith  the  Cities  and  the  Coun- 
try refounded,  and  whereby  the  Nobility,  Gen- 
try and  Commons  were  extremely  moved,  and 
began  to  make  clandefline  Aflemblies,  to  inlift 
fecretly  Soldiers  in   the  Country,  to    name   fe- 
cret  Chiefs    and  Captains,  and  to   take  proper 
meafures  for  being  ready  to  raife  all  at  once  at 
a  Ihort  warning. 
CLVI.       ,  The  King  received  notice  of  this,  and  feeing 
Ireacbe-   :t  was  not  with  t^e  Reformed,  as  he  had   been 
*  made  to  believe,  but  with  tlivGuiJians  that  he 
Council,    had  to  deal,  he  was  angry  with  his  Counfellors, 
and  upbraided  them  in  fecret ;  however,  fome 
of  them  bribed  by  the  Queen  Mother,  perfua- 
ded    him   chat     thefe    commotions    were     not 
premeditated,    but  occafioned    by     Ffpernon's 
Journey  into  Guienne,  and  the  AfTembly  of  the 
Reformed  at  Montauban.     That  therefore  his 
Majefty  ought  not  to  trouble  himfelf  fo   much 
about  them  ;  that  the  Truth  will  foon  prevail 
againft  the  faife  Reports,  and  that  thofe  who 
were  faid  to  be  the  Authors  thereof,  will  (land 
at  reft  as  foon  as  they  will  fee  that  there  was  no 
danger  for  their  Religion  or  their  own  Peribns. 
CLVTI        Tho'   his  Majefty   was   not  at  all    fatisfied 
Weak  Me-  with  thefe  Reafons,   neverthelefs  his  Inclination 
tbodsfol-   to  a  lazy  Life  made  him  yield  to   his  Mother's 
Advices,  and  fo  he  duTembled  his  juft  Refent- 
*»g-  ment^  ancj  thought  th,at  it  would  be  enough  for 
that  time  to  forbid  upon  pain   of  Treafon  all 
clandeftine  Confederacies,  Societies  and  Enlift- 
ing  of  Men  ;  he   fent  his  Edicl:  to  the  Pariir.- 
mcnt  on  the  nth  of  November,    which    was 
3  read 
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read  and  publifhed  on  the  4th  of  December  to  the  Henryin. 
great  forrow  of  that  moft  illuftrious  Body,  who     !S84« 
were  very  fenfible  that  fuch  an  open  and  odious  g^yx \ [r 
Confpiracy  ought  not  to  be  repreffed  by  Words  ^— y-^J 
only  but  by  Deeds,  and  by  open  force  and  ajuft 
feverity  which  was  then  very  requisite. 

On  the  1  ft  of  the  faid  Month  of  December  Belleville 
was  hung  in  the  Greve,  Peter  d'Efguain,  Lord  executed. 
of  Belleville  in  the  Country  of  Percbe,  for  fome 
'fatyrical  Writings  againft  the  King,  which  he 
owned  to  be  his  own,  his  Corpfe  and  Writings 
were  burnt,   he  was  a  Reformed. 

Tn   the  fame  Month  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  Efpernon 
was  raifed  by  the  King  to  the  Dignity  of  Colo-  raifed  to 
nel  General  of  the  Infantry  of  France,  to  which  *£*£*"%*/ 
his  Majefty  annexed  much  higher  Prerogatives  JX  ln- 
t'han  any  Colonel-General  had  ever  enjoyed  be-fantry  of 
fore-,  for  not  only  he  made  of  it  an  Office  of  the  France« 
Crown,  which  had  never  been  done  before,  but 
he  gave  him  fupreme  Power  over  the  Life  and 
Death  of  the  Troops,  and  added  when  he  deli- 
vered to  the  Duke  the  Patents  of  his  Com  mi f- 
fion,  that  he  was  very  forry  that  it  had  not  been 
in  his  power  to  increafe  his  Authority,  and  to 
annex  to  that  Charge  fome   part  of  the  Royal 
Dignity  (<?). 

After  the  Duke  of  Anjouh  death,  the  States  CLVIIJ 
of  the  Low  Countries   refolved   to  intreat    the  The  States 
King  his  Brother  to   receive  them  under  h\s°ft,;e 
Protection;  truy  had  already  ftipulated  fome  of£ow    • 
the  Conditions,  and  King  Henry  feemed  notat/vi //,r 
fir  ft  averfe  to  it,  he  had  even  promifrd  to  affift  Proteaion 
them  -,  which  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  °fFI3>nc9- 
Duke  of  Parma,  Governour  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries for  the  King  of  Spain,  he  left  no  Stone 
unturned  either  for  diverting  the  States  from 

coming 

(0)  Thiian.  Lib.  LXXX.   p.  6S9,    90.     Girard  Vie  de 
Due  d" E/pernon,  Tcm.  I.  p.  87. 
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Henrylll.  coming  to  a  Conclufion    of  their  Treaty  with 
1584.     France,  or  for  obftructing  their  Negociation  at 

iror'XIII  ^at  Court  '■>  an<^  whereas  he  could  not  fucceed 
1  in  the  firft,  he  turned  all  his  Thoughts  to  the 
other  Side. 

Des  Prune  aux  had  been  left,  as  above  faid, 
by  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  take  care  of  his  Af- 
fairs in  the  Low -Countries.  This  Gentleman, 
after  his  Matter's  death,  had  employed  himfelf 
in  the  Negotiation  for  the  King,  but  tho*  he 
flood  well  affected  to  the  Honour  arid  Welfare 
of  his  own  Country,  neverthelefs  feeing  how 
things  went  at  Court,  and  that  the  more  honerr. 
was  not  there  the  more  happy,  he  was  not  fo 
fteady  in  his  Virtue  as  he  had  been,  he  prefer- 
red his  own  private  to  the  publick  Intereft.  Paul 
de  Foix,  and  Pibrac  were  dead  ;  and  fuch  other 
great  Lights  of  France,  that  could  advife  the 
King  impartially  and  give  him  a  generous  Coun- 
fel,  had  been  expelled  from  Court ;  there  remain- 
ed almoft  none  that  could  or  durft  advife  him 
to  improve  that  Opportunity  which  Providence 
offered,  of  averting  the  threatning  danger  the 
Kingdom  was  in,  and  of  enlarging  the  Limits 
thereof,  which  two  things  could  have  been  eafily 
done,  by  undertaking  in  earne.fr.  the  Protection 
of  the  how  Countries.  Contrariwife,  many 
there  were,  who,  either  out  of  a  fhameful  dread 
of  the  great  power  of  Spain,  or  favouring  its  De- 
figns  under-hand,  did  not  indeed  deter  openly 
the  King,  but  ftarted  fuch  Difficulties  in  the 
way,  which  they  knew  were  great  enough  for 
difheartning  a  Prince  of  his  Character,  and  by 
that  means  they  fpun  out  the  Time,  and  let  flip 
by  ah  odious  Prevarication,  the  Occafion  ot 
doing  an  important  Service  to  their  King  and 
Country,  as  well  as  to  them  who  befought  their 
Protection.  N(  erthelefs,  out  of  hatred  a- 
gainft  the  Englifh  whom  they  knew  would  un- 
dertake 
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dertake  the  faid  Protection  if  the  King  refufed  Henry  III. 
the  Terms  propofed  unto  him,  they   made  ufe     'S8^- 
of  a  bafe  Diifimulation  ;  for  on  one  hand  they  goryxill~ 
amufed  the  poor  Dutch,  and  on  the  other,  they  \_ 
warned  in   fecret  the  King  of  Spain's  Minifters, 
that  tho'  the  King  feemed  to  hearken  to  the  Pro- 
portions of  the  Dutch,  they  may  be  afTured  that 
he'  was  not  in  earnerr,  but  that  he  fought  only 
to  hinder  them  from  making  an  Alliance  with 
England,    and  to  relent  their  Endeavours  by 
giving  them  Hopes  of  Relief;  which  Excufe 
however  the  Spaniards  did   not    receive  as  a 
Truth,  but  rather  as  a  fecret  Confeflion  of  their 
Fears  and  Cowardife.     Whereby  they  conceived 
fuch  an  Opinion  of  the  French  that  they  became 
the  Object  of  their  Scorn,  and   henceforward 
were  more  daring  in  their  Attempts  againft  the 
King  and  the  Kingdom. 

Moreover,  the  Queen  Mother  who  bore  very 
impatiently  the  lofs  of  her  Credit  and  Authori- 
ty at  Court,  willing  to  recover  the  fame  at  any 
Rate,  even  at  the  ruin  of  the  Kingdom,  chofe 
rather  to  have  War  at  home  than  to  carry  it  a- 
broad,  becaufe  fhe  was  Umpire  at   home,  but 
the   Generals     had    the  Management   of    the 
War   abroad ;    therefore    me    was   extreamly 
averfe  to  a  War  with  Spain ;  and  her  Defire 
of  promoting  the  Welfare   of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries had  vanifned  away  with  her  Son  Francis 
Duke  of  Anjou\  Life.    And  feeing  that  of  fo 
many  Sons  fhe  had  had,  there  remained  only 
King  Henry  who  was  like  to  die  without  IfTue, 
and  that  the  King  of  Navarre,  whom  fhe  hated, 
was  prefumptive  Heir   to  the  Crown,  fhe  put 
that  in  her  Head  to  fubvert   the  fundamental 
Laws  of  the  Realm,   whereby  Females  are  ex- 
cluded from  fucceeding  to  the  Crown,  and  be- 
gan to  lay  down  her  Scheme  for  putting   the 

Crown 
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Henrylll.  Crown  upon  the  Head  of  her  Grandfon    the 

1 584.  Marquifs  of  Pont,  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Lorraine 
corvXIII  an^  to  ^er  Daughter  Claudia  of  Valois  ;  for  fuc- 
c— y— «  ceeding  therein  (he  thought  proper  to  fide  with! 

the  Guifes,  in   hopes  that  they   would  fupport! 
her   D^i'gns,    being    fo   nearly   related  to  the: 
Houfe   of  Lorrain.     Therefore   fne  was    very 
careful  to   extenuate  whatever   was  every  Day  I 
reported  to  the  King  concerning  the  Enterprizes 
of  the  Guifes,  and  the  Commotions   that  were 
every  where  raifed  in  the  Cities  at  their  own 
Inftigation,  and    their    fecret  Correfpondences 
with  foreign  Princes ;  and  the  principal  Coun- 
fellors  that  were,  then  at  Court,   efpecially  the 
infamous    Villequier,    willing   to     gratify     the 
Queen,  diffembled  them  wickedly. 

By  thefe  means  the  Affairs  of  the  Low  Coun- 
tries were  kept  at  a  bay,  and  thofe  Counfellors, 
out  of  Jealoufy  againft  the  Englijh  rather  than 
out  of  Hatred  againft  the  Spaniards,  did  not 
open'y  reject  the  Terms  ofrtred  by  the  Dutch, 
but  they  eluded  them  by  the  Length  of  their 
Proceedings. 

Neverthelefs  Des  Pruneaux  continued  to 
go  to  and  fro  and  always  kept  the  States  in 
Sufpenfe,  bringing  them  Words  from  the  King 
more  fpecious  than  true.  Thefe  Secrets  were 
not  hidden  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  me  forefaw 
rightly  that  this  fluggifhne^s  of  the  French 
Court  would  procure  unto  her  a  better  Bargain 
with  the  States,  and  enable  her  to  fell  her  Pro- 
tection at  a  greater  Rate,  which  indeed  hap- 
pened as  (lie  had  forefeen. 

However   after  fome  Debates  the  States  re- 

1585.  folved  to  fend  a  mcft  honourable  Deputation  to 
They  fmt    King  Henry,  at  the  Head  whereof  wr.s  Peter  de 

■*" ?mbff- Melun   Prince  of  Efpinoy.     They    failed   from 

Jyfor  that  Jr       J  .       J  , 

purpofe  to  J-' 
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\La  Brille  at  the  beginning  of  January  1585,  Henryllf* 
and  landed  in  France  in  the  fame  Month.  They  D  l^J>' 
wcre  denred  to  itay  and  wait  tor  the  King  at  goryXIIL 
Senlis,  ten  Leagues  from  Paris.  Whereby  * — -v-«*i 
the  King's  corrupted  Counfellors  betrayed  their 
Treachery  and  Cowardife,  for  fuch  an  Affair 
ought  to  be  treated  publickly  and  not  in  private; 
and  it  was  thought  then,  that  by  that  Step 
which  was  a  plain  demonftration  of  their  Fears, 
they  afforded  the  Spaniards  and  Leaguers  an 
Opportuniry  of  haftening  the  Execution  of  the 
Enterprizes,  they  had  fo  long  ago  plotted  a- 
gainft  the  King  and  the  Kingdom,  which  would 
have  been  at  lead  retarded  if  not  defeated,  had 
his  Majefty  fhewn  forth  fome  Courage  on  this 
Occafion  and  embrac'd  with  ail  his  Heart  the 
Protection  of  the  Low  Countries ;  but  that  un- 
fortunate Prince,  the  Sport  of  his  Favourite, 
uncapable  by  himfelf  of  any  generous  Refolu- 
tion,  having  given  Audience  to  the  States  Em- 
bafladors  which  he  had  fent  for  to  Paris,  dif- 
mifled  them  with  a*denial,  not  confidering  that 
he  had  been  already  too  far,  not  to  provoke  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  that  the  beft  and  only  way 
he  had  for  not  dreading  his  Refentment  was  to 
go  on  with  a  greater  Vigour  than  he  had  be- 
gun 0). 

That  the  Civil  War  which  broke   out  this    CLIX. 
Year   and   raged   in    the  Kingdom   for   about  'j-™'/'?"' 
twelve  Years  together,  was  not  undertaken  on'War  of 
account  of  Religion,  it  is  very  plain  if  we  con-  the  League 
fider   the  advantageous  Offers  that  had   been 
made  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  for  himfelf  and 
the   Reformed   Party,  by   the  Duke  of  Guife, 
the  Author  of  that  War  feveral  Years  before, 
and  of  late  in  1583,  by  the  King  of  Spain  him- 
felf, the  great  Abettor  and  Supporter  of  the 


League. 


(p)  Thuan.  Lib.  Ixxx.  p.  711,  1?,  14. 
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Henrylll.  League.      And     whereas     thefe     Tranfactions- 

1 585.     mjghV  appear  incredible  to  my  Readers,  I  think 

coryXIIlProPer   ^ere  to  m^ert    the  Particulars  thereof, 

w— «v~— '  fuch  as  I  found  them  in  Du  Piejfis's  Biographer, 

whofe  Authority  is  undeniable.    . 

^•Sd?        It:  WaS  in  I5§2   that  the  King  °i  SPain  bear_ 
OfFersto*  *n§  impatiently  the  Duke  of  Anjou's  Enterprife 
the  King    upon  the  Low  Countries,  and  being  refolved  to 
?/~Na-      revenge   himfelf  one  way  or  another,  fent  into 
varre.       Beam  the  Vifcount  of  Erchaux  and  the  Vif- 
count  of  Undiano  ;  they  were  both  Navarrefe, 
but  one  of  them  was  fubject  to  King  Philip  and 
the  other  to  the  King  ot  Navarre,  on  pretence 
of  fettling  the  frontier  between  the  two  Princes  : 
they  were  charged  to  treat  with  the  King  of 
Navarre,  who  being   informed  thereof  by  St. 
Geniez  Governour  of  Beam  and  Low  Navarre, 
he  fent  Du  PleJJis  to  meet  the  Deputies  and  con- 
jointly with  St.  Geniez  to  confer  with  them  a- 
bout  the  Subject  of  their  Deputation.     They 
told  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain  had  fent  them 
on  purpofe  to  treat   with  the  King  of  Navarre 
concerning  the  welfare  of  both,  and  that  he 
would  afford  him  means  of  becoming  much 
greater  than  he  or  his  Houfe  had  ever  been. 
That  he  could  not  queftion  but  the  King  of 
France  would  redemand  the  cautionary  Towns, 
the  Term  being  near  at  an  End.     That  if  he 
refufed  to  furrender  them,  he  would  force  him 
to  it,  and   if  he  did  it  of  his  own  accord,  he 
would  diveft  him  of  all  the  reft ;  that  even  fome 
of  his  Guards  had  been  bribed  to  murder  him. 
That  for  his  own  part  he  had  great  Reafons  to 
complain  of  the  King  of  France,  who  being  at 
peace  with  him,  and  without  any  Provocation, 
had  confented  that  the  Duke   of  Anjou  mould 
invade  his  Dominions  of  the  Low  Countries, 
and  had  fupplied  him  with  Troops  and  Money, 

therefore 
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therefore  he  was  refolved  to  be  even  with  him  :  Henrylll. 
So  that  if  the  King   of  Navarre  was    willing     f585- 
to  undertake  to   wage  War  with  thofe  of  his^yXJlL 
own   Party    againft   the  King  of  France,    he° 
would  pay  to   him  beforehand  three   hundred 
thoufand  Crowns  already    at   Pampelune,  and 
henceforward    an     hundred     thoufand     every 
Month.     That  he  did  not  intend  to  do  any 
Prejudice  to  his  Religion,  that  he  required  only 
of  him  that  he  mould  reft  fatisfied  with  the  in- 
creafe  of  tiie  Te  mpor  alities,  and  as  to  the 
Spiritual  with  the  free  Enjoyment  of  what- 
ever had  been  granted  unto  him  and  his  Party 
by  the  King's  Edicts :  laftly,  that  he  defired  no 
better  Security    than    the  King   of  Navarre's 
Word.     Thefe  were  the  firft  Propositions  made 
to  that  Prince  in  the  latter  end  of  1582. 

Thofe  of  the  Year  1583,  were  more  ample 
and  advantageous,  King  Philip  being  informed 
of  the  taking  of  Mont  of  Marfan  by  the  King 
of  Navarre,  and  of  the  Affront  which  had 
been  put  upon  the  Queen  of  Navarre  by  the 
King  her  Brother,  difpatched  the  fame  Envoys 
to  his  Navarrefe  Majefty,  who  received  them  at 
Pan  in  Beam  ;  and  having  prefented  their  Cre- 
dentials, they  inftfted  upon  the  fame  Topicks, 
and  made  the  fame  Offers  •,  to  which  they  added 
that  the  King  of  Spain  without  minding  the 
Religion  offered  a  Match  between  the  Infanta 
his  Daughter  and  the  King  of  Navarre,  and 
between  himfdf  and  Princefs  Catharine  Sifter 
to  the  faid  King  :  and  as  to  the  Divorce  between 
the  King  of  Navarre  and  his  prefent  Wife,  he 
ought  not  to  trouble  himfelf  about  it,  for  he 
would  take  upon  him  to  engage  the  Pope  to 
grant  it  without  Difficulty. 

All  thefe  fine  Offers  were  received  as  they 
ought  to  be,  the  King  of  Navarre  returned  his 

moft 
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Henrylll.moft  hearty  Thanks  to  his  Catholick  Majefty, 

,S85-    but  declined  upon  very  generous  Principles  the 

PofxiII~accePtin2  of  any   fuch   thing'.  °nly  he  offered 
K2^„  f  to  mortgage  his  own  Demefn  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries for    the  Sum    of  five  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns.     The  Deputies  feeing  that    they  were 
not    able  to  (hake   the  generous  Refolution  of 
the  King  of  Navarre,  told  Du  P lefts   as  they 
parted,  You  don't    know  what  you  do  when  you  ; 
refufe  us,  for  we  have  our  Merchant  ready   to 
conlude  with  us ;  but  our  Mafter  was  willing  to 
give  you  the  Preference  (q).     That  Merchant 
was  the   Duke  of  Guife,  whom  the  King  of 
Spain  threatned  to  come  to  an  Agreement  with  { 
the  King  of  France  at  his  own  Coft,  if  he  de- 
layed any  longer  to  execute  the  Engagements  i 
he  was  entered  in  fome  Years  before  with  Doni.  j 
Juan  of  Aufiria,  when  Governour  of  the  Low 
Countries,  as  we  have  faid  in  another  Place. 

Indeed  Tbuanus  tells  us,  that  the  faid  Duke 
having  been  taught  by  Experience  that  he  and 
his  Houfe  had  drawn  upon  themfelves  the  ha- 
tred of  many,  on  account  of  the  Wars  that  had 
been  fo  often  kindled  in  the  Kingdom  only  for 
their  fake,  and  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  have  fome  of  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  at  the 
head  of  his  Party  for  dazling  the  People's  Eyes, 
and  for  concealing  the  better  his  own  private 
Ambition,  by  which  means  he  would  likewife 
divide  the  Royal  Family,  which  being  united 
together,  would  have  put  an  infuperableObftacle  i 
to  his  vaft  Defigns  •,  he  had,  immediately  after 
King  Charles's  Death,  tampered  with  the  King 
of  Navarre,  who  was  then  Prifoner  at  Court, 
and  endeavoured  to  ilir  him  up  againft  the  then 
Duke   of  Alenfon,    in  cafe  Henry  his  Brother 

mould 

(q)  Viede  Du  Plefils   Mornay,  Lir.  i.  p.  66,  67,  and 
75.  76. 
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mould  chance  to  die  without  Male  IfTue,  and  he  Henry  III", 
lived  very  friendly  with  him,  being  always  to-  „  '5b'5- 
gether,  eating  at  the  fame  Table,  and  lying  of-  gorvXlIl 
ten  together.    The  King  of  Navarre  feigned  not  I 
to  diflike  intirely  the  Proposition;  he  was  very 
glad  to  have  that  Opportunity  of  diving  into  the 
Secrets  of  the  faid  Duke,  whom  he  confidered 
as  an  Enemy  to  the  Royal  Houfe,  and  to  himfelf 
confequently. 

That  Prince  having  made  his  efcape  from 
Court  in  1576,  all  that  Friendfhip  vanimed 
away,  the  Duke  of  Guife,  who  made  a  boaft  of 
his  being  able  to  manage  and  turn  every  one  at 
his  pleafure,  owned  himfelf  that  he  could  not 
bear  to  have  been  outwitted  by  the  King  of 
Navarre  •,  from  whence  arofe  great  Jealoufies 
and  Animofities  between  them,  which  were 
fomething  fupprefled  as  long  as  the  Duke  of 
Anjou  lived,  but  degenerated  after  his  Death 
into  an  irreconcilable  hatred ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Guife  was  more  than  once  heard  to  fay  to  his 
moft  private  Friends,  that  fince  the  King  of 
Navarre  had  fcorned  his  Friendfhip  and  Inte- 
reft,  fo  far  as  to  refufe  to  have  him  for  a 
Friend,  he  forced  him  to  declare  himfelf  his  E- 
nemy.  So  now  he  oppofed  to  that  Prince, 
whom  he  intended  once  to  have  oppofed  to  the 
Duke  of  Anjou ,  another  Prince  of  the  Blood, 
and  it  was  the  Lot  of  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon, 
Uncle  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  to  become  the 
Sport  of  the  League,  as  we  {hall  fay  prefently  (r). 

Now  is  it  not  plain,  that  Revenge  and  a 
boundlefs  Ambition,  and  not  Religion,  were  the 
only  true  Motives  of  the  War  which  was 
kindled  at  this  time  ?  The  King  of  Spain  of- 
fers his  Affiftance,  his  Protection  and  feveral 
other  great  Advantages  to  the  King  of  Navarre 

(r)  Thuan.Tom.  IV.  Lib.lxxxi.  p.  2,   3. 
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HenrylHand  his  Party,  if  they  will  become  the  Execu- 
_  *5 °I'    tors  of  his    hatred  and  Vengeance   againft    the 
^fyXiiL^ing  of  France.     The  Duke  of  Guife  would 
u^y-^i  have  been  very  glad  to  act  under  the  King  of 
Navarre's  Name,  had  that  Prince  been  actua- 
ted by  Principles  lefs  juft  and   noble ;  had  he 
lefs  confulted  what  he  owed  to  the  fundamen- 
tal Laws  of  the  Realm,  to  his  King  and  Coun- 
try.    Was  Religion  the  Principle  that  actuated, 
thofe  mighty  Sticklers  for   the  Catholick  Reli- 
gion,  who  fet  up  themfelves  for  the  Defenders 
thereof?  But  how  could  that  be,  when  they 
carried  the  Profanation  of  every   thing  that  is 
reputed  facred  and  holy  amongft  the  Catholicks 
to   fuch  a  Degree,  that  they   were  a  fcandal 
even  to  the  Hugonots  themfelves,  who  had  no 
fuch  Notions  of  thefe  Things,  fparing  neither 
Nunneries,  nor  their  Churches,  or  Altars,  or 
Pyxes   or    Chalices,  as   their   own   Hiftorians 
have  been  forced  to  own  it  ?  We   muft  then 
take  this  for  granted,    that  a  revengeful  Spirit 
and  a  boundlefs  Ambition  were  the  only  Springs 
that  (ct  that  dreadful  Machine  in  motion. 
CLX.        The   Duke    of  Guife  had    already  caufed 
Cardinal  Charles  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  to  be  pumped  up- 
o/Bour-    on  that  Subject  by  Andrew  de  Rubenbre\    that 
bon  aws   prince  w]10  had  fpent  his  whole  Life  at  Court, 
l>uke  of    and  who  was  a  Man  of  no  great  Genius  and 
Cuiie.       Capacity,  was  eafily    perfuaded  by  the  crafty 
Arguments  of  the  {aid  Duke,  that  the  Crown 
belonged  unto  him  if  King  Henry  chanced   to 
die  without  Male  IfTue  ;  rather  than  to  his  Ne- 
phew   the  King    of  Navarre.     One  Lawyer 
named  Matthew  Zampini  of  Racanati,  having 
been  bribed  by   the  Leaguers,  had  publifhed 
iately  a  Pamphlet  upon  that  Subject,  wherein 
he  endeavour'd   to  evince   the    laid   chimeri- 
cal Right,    and   was  fully  anfvvered  by  Fran- 
2  cis 
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cis  Hotman.     Had  it  .not  been  for  the  KingHenrylUV 
of  Navarre's  Religion,  the  whole  Nation   was  _  'S^S- 
thoroughly  perfuaded' that  by  his  Birth-right g0ryxill, 
he  was  next  Heir  to  the  Crown*  but  his  Reli-  * — - v—j 
gion  was  the  Bug-bear  whereof  his    Enemies 
made  ufe  to  fill  up  the  People's  Minds  with 
Panicks,  that  if  he  fucceeded  to  the  Crown,  he 
would  pull  down  the  Roman  Church,  and  ex- 
tirpate their  Religion. 

The  Duke  of  Guife,  the  Author  and  Abet-  CLXr. 
tor  of  all  thefe  Troubles  and  Commotions,  want-  ^iPff*' 
ed  all  thefe  Supports;  and  feeing,  that  in  order ^Jjfc* 
to  improve  them  for  his  own  Intereft,  he  ought 
to  diflemble  with  every  one*  he  never  fpoke 
his  real  Sentiments  to  any  one  of  them,  but 
he  fpoke  one  thing  to  one,1  and  quite  the  re- 
verfe  to  another  ;  he  imparted  fome  part  of  his 
Defigns  to  one  whom  he  knew  was  able  to  help 
him,  and  another  part  to  another,'  according 
to  what  Capacity  he  difcovered  in  them  ;  fo 
that  no  body  knew  his  Whole  Secret.  Ac- 
cording to  thefe  Maxims  he  fed  Cardinal  of 
Bourbon  with  a  certain  hope  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown,  preferably  to  the  King  of  Navarre, 
and  of  a  Marriage  with  his  Sifter  the  Dowager  of 
Montpenfier,  a.  Princefs  of  a  very  haughty  ancl 
turbulent  Spirit.  When  he  fpoke  to  the  Queen. 
Mother,  he  gave  her  to  underftand,  that  what 
he  did  for  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  he  did  it  only 
for  facilitating  the  Exclufion  of  the  King  of  Na- 
varre; which  once  being  done,  as  the  Cardinal 
was  very  old  and  decrepit  he  could  not  live 
long,  and  by  one  way  or  other,  the  other 
Princes  of  that  Houfe  having  loft  their  Credit,' 
the  Right  of  Succeflion  would  be  devolved  to 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain's  Sons,  and  promifed  all 
his  Intereft  to  bring  that  important  Affair  to  a 
Conclusion  agreeable  to  her  own  Inclinations. 
Ee  2  Was 
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Henrylll.  Was  he  conferring  with  the  King  of  Spain's  Mi- 
'585-     nifters,  he  told  them  that  what  he  feigned  to 

coryXIlT  d°  f°r  tne  Cardinal  and  the  Queen  Mother,  he 
was  not  doing  it  with  any  Profpect  of  Succefs  ; 
for  mould  the  Crown  fall  upon  that  old  Man's 
Head  every  thing  would  fall  to  decay,  and 
that  he  was  not  fuch  a  Fool  as  to  confent  to 
the  transferring  of  the  Crown  into  the  Houfe  of 
Lorrain  as  the  Queen  Mother  flattered  herfelf, 
being  too  weak  for  fuch  a  Weight.  But  that 
he  was  neceffarily  obliged  to  deceive  them 
both  for  fucceeding  more  eafily  in  his  Defigns ; 
and  that  his  real  Thought  was,  that  the  Order 
of  the  Succeffion  could  not  be  fubverted  with- 
out putting  the  Crown  over  the  Head  of  a 
more  potent  Prince,  able  to  keep  and  de- 
fend it  when  once  gotten,  and  of  whom  he 
might  expecl:  a  Recompence  fuitable  to  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Service.  Nay,  he  did  not  deal 
plainly  even  with  his  own  Brethren,  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne,  and  the  Cardinal  of  Guife ;  this 
laft  being  a  perfect  Debauchee,  he  was  afraid 
left  he  mould  unravel  his  Secret  to  fome  Wo- 
man or  other,  and  the  firft  being  much  lefs 
Ambitious,  and  averfe  from  any  ill  gotten 
Fortune,  he  was  fenfible  enough  that  if  he  did 
impart  to  him  his  vaft  Defigns,  far  from  approv- 
ing them  he  would  obftruct  them  as  much  he 
could.  As  to  his  Coufins  the  Dukes  of  Au- 
male  and  Elbeuf,  befides  that  he  defpifed  them 
becaufe  they  were  not  endowed  with  very  great 
Parts,  he  queftioned  not  but  that  they  would 
fide  with  him  and  follow  his  Fortune  whenever 
he  mould  want  their  Afliftance.  Remained 
the  ungrateful  Philip  Emanuel  Duke  of  Mer- 
ceeur  Brother  to  the  reigning  Queen,  whom 
his  Majefty  had  gratified  with  the  Government 
of  Britanny,  having  bought  it  for  a  large  Sum 

of 
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of  Money  of  the  Duke   of  Montpenfier,  andHenrylir. 
the  Prince  of  Dombes.     That  Lord  was   a  co-     *58j>/ 
vert  Man  and  Jlubborn,  he  had  his  Defigns  a  goVy-xiu" 
part,  and  was  endeavouring  to  revive  fome  ftale 
Pretentions  he  had  upon  that  Dukedom  by  his 
Lady's  Right,  who   was    defcended   from  the 
ancient  Houfe  of  the  Counts    of  Pentievre^ 
therefore  it  was  thought  that  he  would  not  be 
faithful  to  the  King. 

The  faid  Duke  of  Guife  had  his  own  Emiflaries 
in  the  great  Cities  and  in  the  Country  Towns, 
Men  fallen  to  Poverty,  or  charged  with  Crimes, 
who  defpaired  to  retrieve  their  Fortune,  or  to 
get  their  Abfolution  without  a  Civil  War :  At 
Paris  efpecial'.y  where  they  met  together  fre- 
quently, and  he  defiredearneftly  that  the  Sedition 
might  begin  in  that  City,  being  perfuaded  that 
others  would  follow  the  Example  of  the  Capital. 
For  that  purpofe  he  had  fome  hireling  Preachers 
ready  to  do  and  to  fay  every  thing  for  a  Spanijh 
Piftole,  and  indeed  without  minding  the  Word 
of  God,  they  entertained  their  Hearers  with  idle 
Tales,  and  filled  their  Minds  with  Panicks  ; 
nay  they  were  not  afnamed  to  revile  the  King 
us  a  Sardanapalus,  or  an  Abettor  of  Hereticks, 
and  extolled  the  Guifes  to  the  Skies.  Befides 
the  Preachers,  the  faid  Duke  made  choice  of  Scrib- 
iers  who  made  ufe  of  their  venomed  Pens  for 
exafperating  the  People  againft  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment, amongft  whom,  was  one  Lewis 
d'Orieans  an  Attorney,  who  publifhed  at  this 
time  a  long  and  verbcfe  Declamation,  under  the 
Name  of  a  Catholick  EngliJIo  exiled,  who  in  re- 
turn for  the  fafe  Refuge  he  had  met  in  France, 
warned  the  French  to  beware  the  Sectaries'  Fer- 
ment and  Tyranny,  otherwife  they  would 
mare  the  fame  Fate  as  the  Catholicks  in  Eng- 
qnd)  and  be  expofed  to  the  fame  Tortures, 
E  e  3  Torments, 
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Henrylll.  Torments,    Punifhments,    Penalties,   and   Ba- 

•5^-    nifhments  as  they  were:  from  thence  all  the 

Q^yXIjj"  Preachers  in  Paris  and  all  over  the  Kingdom, 
l**mymmJ  took  occafion,    as  it  were,    of  one  accord,  to 
*    rage  like  drunken  Men  againft  the  Englijh  Per- 
fections, crying  up  that  French  Catholicks  were 
threatned  with  a  like  Danger  from  the  Sectaries. 
And  left  any  thing  fhould  be  wanting  to  fill 
the  People's  Minds  with  Horror  and  Dread, 
the  Guifians*  EmifTaries  caufed  Guts  to  be  print- 
ed,   wherein,    whatever  they  faid  falfly  con- 
cerning thefe  Perfecutions  was  reprefented,  and 
expofed  to  the  publick  View,  and  proper  Per- 
fons  were  appointed  to  inform  the  Standers-by 
of  what  was  reprefented  v  whereto  they  whif- 
pered  at  firft,  but  at  laft  they  faid  aloud,  fuch 
iviil  be  the  Fate  of  the  French,  if  ever  the  King 
cf  Navarre  comes  to  the  Crown.     Which  plainly 
tending  to  an  open  Sedition,  the  King  com- 
manded the  Lieutenant  Civil  to  take  away  the 
faid  Pictures  wherever  he  could  find  them,  and 
having  fent  Claude  Dorron  Mafter  of  the  Re- 
quefts,    for  fearching  and  feizing  the  Copper- 
Plates  thereof,  at  laft  they  were  found  in  Guife's 
Houfe,  where  they  were  taken  in  his  Abfence, 
and   brought  to  the  King.     Nevertheless   the 
fame  Cuts  were  afterwards  printed  again,  with 
this  further  Addition  that  the  Figures  were  in  a 
greater  length  and   coloured,  and  expofed  to' 
the  publick  View  in   the  Porch  of   St.  Seve- 
ring Church- Yard  ;  till  at  laft,  at  the  reiterated 
Complaints  and  Inftances  of  the  Englifh  Embaf- 
fador,  the  King  obtained  with  great  ado  of  the 
Seditious  Church- Wardens  to  have  them  re- 
moved (s).     ■ 
™-    I    The  Duke  of  Guifc  had  held  an  AlTembly  of 

enjoin-     tne  chief  Leaguers  at  Joinville  on  the  31ft*  of 

vilie.  t  '  December 

(.<)  Thuan.  Tom.  IV.  Lib.  Ixxxl.  p  3,  4,  s- 
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December  laft,  wherein  he  had  renewed  the  fe-Henryin. 
cret  Alliance  with  Spain,  Taffis  and  the  Com-     x58?- 
mander  Moreo  acting  in  Philip's  Name.     It^^m 
was  agreed  to   acknowledge  Charles  Cardinal  i^^ 
of  Bourbon  as  King  of  France  after  the  Deceafe 
of  the  prefent  King-,  to   caufe  the  Council  of 
Trent  to  be  publifhed  and  received  in  the  King- 
dom ;  to  reftore  Cambray  to  the  King  of  Spain ; 
to  exclude  all  Hereticks,  and  Relapfe  now  and 
in  the  future  from  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  •, 
to  naffer  but  the  only  Catholick  Religion  in  the 
Kingdom ;  to  deftroy  all   to  one   thofe   who 
fhould  profefs  any  other  Religion  ;    to  aflift 
with  all  their  Might  the  King  of  Spain  in  the 
Recovery  of  the  Low  Countries ',  and  in  the  Re- 
duction of  his  rebellious  Subjects  ;  to  renounce 
all  Alliances  with  the  Turks.     In  confideration  «  . 
of  thefe  things  the  King  of  Spain  promifed  to  <freaty 
pay  fifty  thoufand  Ducats  per  Month  towards 
the  Charge  of  the  War  as  long  as  it  mould  laft. 
That  League  was  to  be  perpetual  between  the 
faid  King  and   his  Heirs,  and   the  Catholick 
Princes  and  their  Heirs,  for  the  Kingdom   of 
France  and  the  Low  Countries,  and    the  faid 
King  engaged    himfelf   to  advance    as   much 
Money,  as  fhould  be  requifite  for  the  promoting 
of  Religion,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the   illus- 
trious Houfes  of  the  Leaguers  ;  no  foreign  Ca- 
tholick Prince  could  be  admitted  in  the  League 
but   by  their  common   Confent;    Philip    nor 
the  Catholick  Princes   could  not  treat  directly 
or   indirectly    with     the   Mosr    Christian 
King,  or  do  any  thing  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
League  without  the  mutual  Content  of  all.  The 
faid  Treaty   was  to   be  kept  fecret  till  fuch  a 
time,  when  they  fhould  think  proper  to  make 
it  publick.    Laftly,  it  was  agreed  to  leave  places 
blank  for  the  Dukes  of  Mercmr  and  Nevers 
E  e  4  who 
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Henry  1 1  J.  who  were  abfent,  to  fet  down  their  Names. 
Pote  &re--  Copies  were  made  of  the  {aid  Inflrument, 
gorvXIII  one  f°r  King  P£////>,  and  another  for  Cardinal 
<-— v~»  of  Bourbon,  who  were  to  fet  their  Names  and 
Seals  unto  them. 

Such  were  the  Caufes  and  the  Beginnings  of 
that  over-haftened  War.     For  while  the  King, 
as  above  fa  id,  waited  for  the  Deputies  of  the 
States,  whom  he  had  defired  to  come  fecretly 
to  Paris,    Mendoza  the  Spanifh    EmbafTador, 
did  all  he  could  to  hinder  his  Majefty  from 
giving  them  Audience,  fparing  not  threatnings 
in  the  Speech  he  made  to  the  King  on  that  pur- 
pofe  j  whereat  his   Majefly    being  provoked, 
returned  an  Anfwer  fqitable  to  his  Dignity,  but 
which  was  not  fupported  by  Actions  as  it  ought 
to  have  been  ;  whereupon  the  faid  EmbafTador 
without  any  lofs  of  time  hurried  the  Duke  of 
Guife  into  the  Execution  of  thefe  Fiots  long  be- 
fore premeditated  (/). 
VBfymaie      The  faid  Duke  difpatched  immediately   to 
Trepara-  his  AfTociates,  to  be  ready  to  rife  in  Arms  at 
timsfor    a  fhort  warning  •,  the  Jefuit  Matthew,    nick- 
r'        named  The   Courier  of  the   League, 
went   poft  to  Rome,  the  Pope  granted  him  a 
free  Pardon  for  the  Leaguers,  he  had  decided 
already  that  it  is  lawful  to  rife  in  arms  againft 
one's  Sovereign  for  the  good   of  the  C  at  h  click 
Church.     From  Rome  the  Jefuit  went  to  Swit- 
zerland, and  Lijler  a  Man  of  great  Authority 
and  Credit  in  the  Catholick  Cantons   promifed 
him  fix  thoufand  Switzers  for  the  Service  of  the 
League. 

Tho'   the  King  was  fully  informed  of  all 
thefe  Pemeanours,  neverthelefs  he  oppofed  on- 
•  ly  a  bit  of  Parchment  to  the  Sword  of  his  rebel- 
lious Subjects ;  he  published  an  Edict  on  the 

29th 
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29th  of  March  whereby  he  forbad  to  make  .Henryiir, 
any  Levies  of  Troops  within  or  without  the     l5%s- 

tr-        1  -i  1  •     /-\    1  "ope  Grp_ 

Kingdom  without  his  Orders.  goryXIJi 

On  the  31ft  of  the  fame  Month  Cardinal  < — v^^ 
of  Bourbon  publifhed  a  Declaration  or  Manifefto,  CLXiu. 
wherein  he  aflfumed  the  Title  of  firft  Prince  of^^ 
the  Blood  :  it  contained  a  Lift  of  the  foreign  bonVlL 
Princes  who  had  entered  into  the  League.  The  duration. 
Pope,  the  Emperor,  and  all  the  Princes  of  the 
German- Auftri  an  Branch,  the  King  of  Spain, 
the  Electors  of  Mentz  and  Cologn,  the  Dukes 
of  Savoy,  Ferrara,  Cleves,  Parma,  the  great 
Matter  of  Maltha,  the  Republicks  of  Genoa 
and  Lucca,  and  the  Duke  of  Florence,  to  whom 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  joined  himfelf  afterwards, 
being  flattered  with  the  Hopes  of  recovering  by 
that  means  the  three  Bifhopricks  of  Metz,  Tout, 
and  Verdun.  The  Conclufion  of  that  Manifefto 
was,  that  they  had  fworn  to  ufe  all  forcible 
means  for  reftoring  the  Church  to  its  priftine 
Dignity,  and  the  only  true  Catholick  Religion ; 
the  Nobility  to  its  ancient  Rights  and  Privile- 
ges ;  to  eafe  the  People  from  all  Taxes  and  Im- 
ports introduced  fince  Charles  IX.  to  maintain 
the  Parliaments  in  their  Prerogatives ;  and  the 
General  States,  when  aflembled,  in  their  Au- 
thority. Upon  that  feveral  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men left  the  Court  and  went  to  the  Chief  of 
the  League  (v). 

Tho'  the  moft  Chriftian  King  feem'd  at  firft  CLXIV. 
to  take  vigorous  Meafures  for  fupprefting  that  Meafures 
Rebellion,  for  which  purpofe  he  had  given  pro-  °fthe  -fo- 
per  Orders  for  raifing  Troops  in  Germany  andymef 
Switzerland,    neverthelefs  the  wifeft    fort    of 
People  forefaw  very  well  that  he  would  not  con- 
tinue long  in  the  fame  Refolution,  and  that  he 
would  redeem  his  Reft  and  Quietnefs,  even  at 

the 
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Hcnrylll-the  price  of  his  own  Honour  and  Authority. 
1585.    Therefore  many  of  the  Reformed  Party  were 
gory  XIII  °f  Opinion  that  they  ought  to  rife  up  in  arms, 
<—  .y..;and  to  feize  upon  as  many  Places  as  they  could 
while    the  King   mould  be   buiied  elfewhere. 
But  Du  Plejfis  oppofed   that  Proposition,    and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  King  of  Navarre's  Coun- 
cil to  delay  to  the  laft  Extremity  to  begin  Hof- 
tilities  ;  but  in  the  mean  while  to  prepare  them- 
felves  againft  any  Surprize,  and  for  that  end  to 
fortify  their  Places,  to  provide   them  with  all 
forts  of  Ammunition,   to  follicit  their  Allies, 
to  fend  every  where  fome  proper  Perfons  with- 
in and  without  the  Kingdom,  and  not  to  defift 
for  any  Order  that  may  come  from  Court  to  the 
contrary.     De  Segur  was  difpatched  again  into 
England^  Scotland^  Denmark  and  to  the  Ger- 
man Princes,  with  proper  InftrucTions  and  full 
Powers  for  treating  with  the  faid  Potentates. 
De  Clervant  was  fent  to  Court  to  offer  the  King 
of  Navarre's  and  the   Reformed    their  moft 
humble  and  faithful  Services  to  his  Majefty  a- 
gainft  the  rebellious  Leaguers ;    the   Prince  of 
Conde  and   the  Duke  of  Montmorancy,  former- 
ly Damyille,  were  defired  to  meet  together  for 
confidering  the  proper  means  of  procuring  their 
mutual  prefervation  («). 
CLXV.       Now  the  Duke  of  Guife  took  the  field  with 
The  Duke  only  4  or  5000  Men.     De  Ludieu  Deputy'Go- 
of  Guife    vernour  of  Verdun  was  forced  to  furrender,  the 
ffee//he    Mob  having  rifen  in  arms  at  the  Inftigation  of 
fome  feditious  Leaguers  that  were  in  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain's  Intereft,    crying  up  through   the 
Town,  that  Religion  was  in  danger,  that  De 
Ludieu  was  about  introducing  the  Hugonots  into 
the  Town  for  destroying  the  Catholicks  *,  Taul 
was  feized  at  the  fame  time  by  a  like  Stratagem. 

The 
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The  Duke  of  Guife  flattered  himfelf  to  feize  HenrylU. 
Metz  in  the  fame  manner,  but  he  mifcarried  in  Pgl^'ie_ 
the  Attempt  through  the  Fidelity  and  Courage  g0ryxiII. 
of  Tageant,  whom  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  had  s~*v*mJ 
put  Governour    therein.     Being  difappointed, 
he  entered  Champaign  with  an  Army  of  twelve 
thoufand  Men. 

In  Provence,  Devin s  caufed  that  Province  to  CLXVI. 
rebel  againft  the  King  in  behalf  of  the  Leaguers ;  Provence 
Daries  fecond  Conful  of  Marfeilles  and  Boniface  rehflsa' 
Cabanes  feized  that  City  for  them.    But  they^jf / 
were  fo  vigoroufly  charged   by  Bouquier,  that 
they  were  routed,  taken  and  hanged  the  very 
fame  Day.     The  City  was  obliged  to  beg  par- 
don of  the  King  and  of  the  Parliament  of  Aix9 
having  been  declared  Rebels  by  the  faid  Parlia- 
ment.   Thefe  things  happened  in  April. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Mandelot  Gover-  Somefur- 
nour  of  Lyons,  having  cunningly  engaged  Du  tber  Ex~ 
Paffage  to  come  out  of  the  Citadel,  whereof  he^'J^ 
was   Commander,    feized    the   fame    for    the/;-w. 
League  and  caufed  it  to  be  pulled  down.     But 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Marihal    of  Matignon 
play'd  the  fame  trick  upon  Vaillac  Commander  of 
the  Cajile  Trompet  at  Bourdeaux,  and  feized  it 
for  the  King.  That  Prince,  infread  of  attacking 
vigoroufly  the  Rebels,  publifhed  his  Apology, 
daring  not  even  fo  much  as  to  name  them,  he 
promifed  his  Royal  Favour  to  every  one  who 
mould  renounce  the  League  and  all  other  Aflb- 
ciations. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Duke  of  Guife  had 
brought  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  from  Peronne  to 
Chaalons  upon  Marne  with  a  great  Retinue ;  and 
a  Conference  was  opened  few  Days  after 
between  the  faid  Cardinal,  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  and  the  Queen  Mother  who  was  come 

for 
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Henrylll.  for  that  purpofe  to  Efpernay,  a  few  Miles  dif- 
!585-    tant  from  Chaalons  (x). 

sofyXIlT  ^^e  ^a^  ^u'ce  nad  carried  his  Infolence  to 
i^-v «Jthat  Degree,  as  to  caufe  his  Emiflaaies  at  Court 
CLXVII.  to  whifper  in  the  King's  Ear,  that  he  might 
Conference $%fc  with  him  upon  fome  reafonable  Terms. 
^Leaguers.  Whereupon  his  Majefty  tho'  exafperated  at 
that  Infolence,  neverthelefs  poftponing  his 
own  Honour  to  his  Sloth,  intreated  his  Mother 
to  take  that  care  upon  herfelf,  which  me  did 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  tho'  to  remove 
all  manner  of  Sufpicion  fhe  feigned  fome  re- 
luctancy  at  firft :  fhe  was  attended  by  Lewis 
JDe  LanfaCy  Peter  Bridart  one  of  the  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  and  Peter  d'Efpinac  Archbifhop 
of  Lyons  who  fupported  the  League  in  fecret  ; 
he  had  profefTed  in  his  Youth  the  Reformed 
Religion,  but  had  abjured,  and  was  become 
one  of  their  moft  outragious  Enemies :  whether 
he  was  in  earned  or  not,  it  is  not  certain,  but 
he  did  it  to  get  a  Cardinal's  Hat,  whereof  he 
was  exceedingly  ambitious.  As  to  the  reft,  he 
was  learned  and  eloquent,  and  fo  lavifh  and 
profufe  that  he  had  fquandered  away  not  only 
his  own  Patrimony  but  the  Eftates  of  his  own 
Relations,  and  fought  only  an  Opportunity  of 
retrieving  his  Fortune  and  growing  rich  by 
fome  new  Difturbances  and  Commotions  (y). 

The  Conference  was  attended  with  many 
long  and  tedious  Debates,  during  which  the 
Leaguers  Troops  were  afTembled  ;  the  Duke 
did  it  on  purpofe  to  make  a  Shew  of  his  Forces, 
to  the  end  that  the  King  being  frightned  by 
the  Greatnefs  of  the  Danger,  he  fhould  be 
brought  to  a  neceflity  of  coming  to  a  Treaty 
with  him.  For  his  Majefty  was  unwilling  to 
treat  with  them  before  they  had  difarmed,  left 

it 
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it  fhould  feem  that  they  had  forced  him  to  grant  Henry IU. 
their  Demands  ;  but  on  the  contrary  the  Lea-  p  *  *8£'re 
guers  declared  that  they  would  lay  down  their  goVyXlir" 
Lives  rather  than   their  Arms,  before  an  irre-  < — v-*J 
concileable  War  againft  the  Reformed  mould 
have  been  declared.     Therefore  they  required  ^heir  De- 
to  have  an  Edict,  whereby  the  only  Catholick tna 
Religion   mould  be  fuifered  in  the-  Kingdom, 
exclufively    to  all    other;    that    the  Sectaries 
fhould  be  deprived  of  their  Dignities  and  pub- 
lick  Offices,  and  declared  unworthy  to  hold  any 
for  the  future  in  the  Kingdom:  That  the  King 
fhould  caufe  the  faid  Edicl  to  be  publifhed  in  all 
the  Parliaments,  and  bind  himfelf  by  a  folemn 
Oath  to  fee  it  executed  in  all  its  Intents  and 
Purpofes  •,  that  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  the 
Peers  of  the  Realm,  the  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
the  Governours  of  Provinces  and  all  others  who 
held  any  publick  Offices  fhould  take  the  fame 
Oath  •,  that  the  Cautionary  Towns  fhould  be 
taken  by  force  out  of  the  Reformed's  hands,  if 
they    refufed    to    furrender    them ;  that    the 
King  fhould  renounce  the  Protection  of  Geneva. 
And  whereas  fo  many  Edicts  had  been    made 
heretofore  in  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholick 
Religion,  and  had  not  been  put  in  execution, 
they  required  that  it  fhould  be  now  enacted  that 
the  King,    without  any    further    delay,    fhall 
make  ufe  of  the  Forces  of  the  League  and  others 
which  he  mould  raife  immediately  for  putting 
the   prefent  Edict  in  execution.     Upon  thefe 
Terms  the  Leaguers  were  ready,  as  they  fay, 
to  defift  from  the  Cautionary  Towns  which  they 
had  formerly  demanded  for  their  own  Security, 
and  to  refign  of  their  own  accord  their  Govern- 
ments and  Dignities  if  the  King  would  have  it  fo. 
This  they  added  to  dazzle  the  People's  Eyes 
and  make  them  believe  that  they  had  nothing 

else 
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Henrylll.  elfe  at  heart   but  the  Glory  of  God   and    the 
1585.     Welfare  of  the  Church;  for  they   knew  very 
goryXIIl"we^  De^ore  hand,  that  they  would  not  be  taken 
t,— y—Jat  the  word.     That  Requeft  was  fubfcri bed  on- 
ly by   Cardinal  of  Bourbon  and  the  Duke  of 
Guife. 
clxviil       The  next  Day  the  King  of  Navarre  unwill- 
"Jjj^  ing  to  bear  any  longer  the  Calumnies  of  his  E- 
varreV      nemies  the  Leaguers,  who  ftiled  him  in  their 
Dedara-   Writings,  an  lieretick,  Relapfe,  Enemy  to  the 
Hon.         Churchy  Perfecutor  of  the  Catholicks,  Difturber 
of  the  Publick  Peace,  published  his  own  Apo- 
logy at  Bergerac  ;  wherein  he  fets   forth,  That 
as  to  Religion  he  knew  not  how   he  could  be 
deemed  an  Heretick,    flnce   being  void  of  all 
Ambition,  and  only  follicitous  of  his  own  Sal- 
vation,   he  believed    fincerely   whatever   was 
taught  in  the  holy  Scripture,  in  the  Apoftle's 
Creed  and  that  of  the  Ancient  Fathers  whereby 
theOrthodox  were  diftinguifhed  from  Hereticks; 
that  he  detefted  all  Opinions  condemned  by  the 
Word  of  God,  by  the  Decrees  of  the  ancient 
Orthodox  Fathers,    and  Councils.     But   that 
for  feveral  Ages  paft  it  had  been  the  general 
Cry  of  many,  that  many   things  there  was  ei- 
ther in  the  Doctrine  or  in  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Church  that  were  corrupted  and  wanted  a  Re- 
formation ;  and   that  thofe  who   by  their  Call 
were  obliged  to  procure  it   having  neglected 
their  Duty,  from  thence  proceeded  that  Schifm 
which  rented  the  Church  for  fo  many  Years. 
That  he  was  born  at  fuch  times  when  Germany 
and  France  were  miferably  torn   into  pieces  by 
the  Civil  Wars  kindled   upon  that   account ; 
that  it  had  been  thought  that  no  better  Reme- 
dy could  be   found  for  healing  thefe  Difeafes, 
than  a  lawful  and  free  Council,  wherein  the 
Matters  controverted  fhould  be  fully  debated 

and 
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and  impartially  refolved.     That  the  Kings  of Henrylll. 
France  had  granted  feveral  Edicts  for  the  Li-     l&5- 
berty  of  Conference,  which  had  procured  Peace  Jjyxnr* 
to  the  Kingdom,  when  obferved  and  kept,  but  1 
their  Violation  had  brought  nothing  elfe  but 
Trouble  and  Confufion.     That  as  to  what  is 
faid  that  thefe  matters  had  been  decided  by  the 
Council  of  Trent,  that  was  much  queftioned  by 
himfelf  and  many  others,  who  knew  very  well 
that  that  Council  was  neither  lawfully  convened, 
nor  proceeded  it  fairly  5  for  which  Caufes  the 
French  Embafladors  had  Orders  from  the  King 
to   proteft  againft   and  to  withdraw  from  it. 
Therefore  the  King  of  Navarre  could  not  be 
deemed  an  obftinate  Heretick,  fince  he  defired 
no  better  than  to  be  lhewn  his  Errors,  and 
was  ready  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  Decifion  of 
a  free  Council,  wherein  the  Reformed  mould 
be   heard   impartially   and  without  being  mo- 
lefted.     Neither  could  he  be  deemed  a  Relapfe, 
fince  he  had  always  perfevered  in  the  fame  Doc- 
trine for  tho'  he  changed  in  1572  and  fent  an 
Embafly  to  the  Pope  in  order  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  Church,  every  one  knows  by  what  mo- 
tives he  acted  then  ;  to  be  fure  it  was  not  by 
Perfuafion  but  by  Force,  and  for  avoiding  great- 
er temporal  Inconveniences,  therefore  he  had 
no  fooner  recovered  his  Liberty  in  1576",  but 
he  improved  the  firft  Opportunity  for  being  re- 
conciled to  the  reformed  Church,  tho'  he  was 
veryfeufibleofthe  great  Mifchief  he  would  draw 
upon  himfelf  by  taking  fuch  a  Step:  fince  that 
time  he  had  been   ftedfaft   in   his    profeflion, 
without  being   moved   by    any    consideration 
foever  of  his  private  Intereft  for  deviating  from 
the  fame.     As  to  his  Behaviour  towards  the 
Catholicks,  he  appealed  to  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
fenfier  and   other   Princes    and   Lords,  great 

Sticklers 
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Henrylll.  Sticklers  for  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion,  to 
n1*8!-    teftify  whether  after  their  ft rict  Inquiry  of  his 
goryxnr  Conduct  in  that  refpect  at  Jgen  and  elfewhere, 
j  they  had  heard  of  any  complaint  of  his  being 
partial  and  dealing  unfairly  with  the  Catholicks  5 
he  appealed  to  his  own  Catholick  Subjects,  ei- 
ther Ecclefiafticks    or  Laymen   whether    they 
were  in  any  refpect  loaded  with  heavier  Taxes 
or  Impofts  than  the  reft:  of  his  Subjects,  whe- 
ther they  did  not  enjoy  the  fame  Rights,  Li- 
berties, and  Privileges  as  granted  by  the  Laws 
of  the  Country  ?  he  appealed  to  his  own  Houf  • 
hold    whether  the   Catholicks   in   his  Service 
could  complain  of  any  Hardfhip  put  upon  them, 
of  any  ill  ufage   received  on  account  of  their 
Religion,    of  any  Injuftice  done  unto  them; 
from   whence   he  rightly   inferred,    that  that 
Charge  brought  againft  him,  of  being  an  Ene- 
my to  the  Catholick  Church,  and  a  Perfecutor 
of  the  Catholicks  was  a  meer  Calumny.     As 
to  the  other  Charge,  of  being  a  Difturber  of 
the  publick  Peace,  how  could  that  be,  feeing, 
that  he  had  been  always  ready  to  accept  of  any 
Terms  whenever  there  has  been  fome  reafonable 
Provifions  for  Liberty  of  Conference?  As  to  the 
Conference  of '  Magdebourg  wherein  they  pretend- 
ed that  it  had  been  refolved,  that  the  King  of 
Navarre  fhould  renew  the  War  with  France  m 
April  next ;  the  Falfhood  and  Impudence  of  that 
Charge  was  very  plain  and  obvious  to  every 
one ;  fmce  they    fuppofed  that  the   faid  Confe- 
rence was  held  in  December  laft,  and  that  the 
Elector  Palatine  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  were 
prefent  at  it:  Now  every  one  knew  that  the 
faid  Elector  and  the  faid  Prince  of  Orange  had 
been  dead  feveral  Months  before  December  laft. 
His  Navarrefe  Majefty  don't  deny  that  he  fent 
Monfieur  De  Scgur  as  his  EmbafTador  to  the 

Queen 
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Queen  of  England,  to  the  King  of  Denmark  Henrylll, 
and  to  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany  ;  but  p  '585: 
upon  what  account,  and  what  his  Charge  and    ^us  y1" 
Inftruclions  were,  it  was  riot  a  Secret  to  His  Moft  u- -y-i* 
Chriftian  Majefty,  whom  he  had  taken  care  to 
inform   before-hand  of   the  Plots    they    were 
hatching  againft  his  Crown  and  Government, 
and  of  the  means  he   thought  the  propereft  for 
defeating  their  wicked  and  pernicious  Defigns. 
That  he  appeal'd  to  the  abovefaid  Potentates, 
and  intreated  them  in  the  Name  of  God  to  de- 
clare publickly  whether  his  Embafladorhad  been 
any  further  with  them  than  what  he  fayeth  -,  the  ^ 

Particulars  whereof  he  fpeciiies,  adding  that  it 
is  precifely  what  he  had  imparted  by  his  Agents 
at  Court  to  the  Moft  Chriftian  King.  As  to 
the  AiTembly  held  at  Montanban,  that  Objec- 
tion, fays  he,  don't  deferve  any  Anfwer,  fee- 
ing that  it  was  held  with  his  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty*s  Leave,  and  that  his  Deputy  Pompone 
de  Bellievre  was  prefent  at  their  Confutation, 
to  whom  he  appealed  to  certify  whatever  was 
tranfacted  in  the  faid  AiTembly.  Then  he  re- 
turns the  Charge  upon  them,  and  wonders  at 
their  Impudence,  feeing  that  having  i:>  many 
Governments  in  their  own  PoiTeffibn,  having 
already  declared  War  againft  their  King  with, 
terrible  Threatning,  they  were  fo  bold  as  to 
demand  imperioufly  Over  and  above  the  Go- 
vernments of  Normandy,  Picardy,  Lyonnefe, 
the  Marqiiifate  of  Saluces,  Metz,  Tan!,  and 
Verdun,  to  be  diftributed  amOnsft  their  Rela- 
tions  and  Friends,  and  took  amifs  when  the 
Reformed,  tlie  Objects  of  their  utmoft  Hatred 
and  Violence^,  furrounded  every  where  with 
threatning  Dangers,  had  moft  humbly  petition- 
ed the  King  to  grant  them  a  few  Cautionary 
Towns  for  a  little  longer  time  than  had  beert 
V.III.  Part  II.  Ff  agreed 
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Henry  III.  agreed  to  at  firft.  From  whence  it  was  plain, 
'585;.  that  the  Accufers  were  themfelves  the  very 
tus  V.  Per^*ons  guilty  or"  the  Crimes  they  lay  upon  the 
charge  of  others.  Therefore  he  begs  the  King's 
Leave  to  declare  publickly  that  they  who 
fpread  fuch  Calumnies  againft  him,  lye  falfly 
and  wickedly;  furthermore  he  befeeches  moft 
humbly  the  King,  that  in  order  to  fpare  the 
fhedding  of  fo  much  innocent  Blood,  and  other 
Miferies  attending  unavoidably  a  Civil  War,  to 
give  him  leave  to  challenge  the  faid  De  Guife 
to  decide  their  Quarrel  by  a  Duel  with  two  or 
more  Tenants,  as  it  fhall  be  agreed  between 
them,  and  at  a  Place  within  the  Kingdom  ap- 
pointed by  the  King  himfelf ;  or  if  they  like 
better  without  the  Kingdom,  at  fome  fecure 
Place  which  he  the  faid  Guife  fhall  chufe  him- 
felf: That  the  faid  Guife  could  not  decline  fuch 
a  Challenge,  fo  honourable  to  himfelf,  confider- 
ing  the  vaft  difproportion  there  was  between 
him  and  a  King  of  Navarre,  a  firft  Prince  of 
the  Blood.  That  for  the  reft  he  trufted  him- 
felf unto  God  the  Defender  of  Innocence,  and 
the  juft  Avenger  of  Wrong  and  Calumny  (z). 

The  Moft  Chriftian  King  read  this  Apology 
with  a  great  deal  of  Pleafure,  and  efpecially  the 
generous  Challenge  of  the  K'mgof  Navarre  to  the 
Duke  of  Guife.  But  notwithstanding  that  Apo- 
logy, and  the  free  and  ftrong  Remonftrances  of 
the  renowned  Francis  of  Noailles  Bifhop  of  Aix, 
whom  the  King  had  defired  to  hear  in  private,  and 
had  bid  him  fpeak  plainly  and  freely  hisown  mind 
concerning  the  Protection  of  the  Low  Countries , 
whether  he  advifed  him  to  undertake  it  or  not ; 
notwithstanding  the  Conviction  of  his  own 
Confcience,  neverthelefs  he  fufFered  himfelf  to 
be  carried  away  by  the  bafe  and  corrupted  Ad- 
vices 

(z)  Idem  Ibid, 
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vices  of  his  Mother  and  of  his  Privy  Council,  HenrylllV 
who  perfuaded  him  to  grant  all  the  dishonour-  „  ! St- 
able Terms   which  the  bold  Leaguer  impofed   °\^s  y\ " 
Upon  him.  i—v-^j 

Accordingly  he  publifhed   an  Edict  on  the  CLXIX. 
1 8th  of  July,  whereby  he  repealed  all  the  for- j^/ 
mer  Edicts  granted  in  behalf  of  his  Reformed^'*/? /£*• 
Subjects,  and  it  was  enacted  that  the  only  Ro-  Reformed, 
man  Catholick  Religion  mould  be  fuffered  in 
the  Kingdom;  punifhing  v/ith  Death  and  For- 
feiture of  Goods   whoever  mould  profefs  any 
other  after  a  certain  limited  time;  ordering  up- 
on the  fame  penalty  all  Minifters  to  leave  the 
Kingdom  in  a  Month's  time  after  the  publiming 
the  faid  Edict,  and  all  others  after  fix  Months 
in  cafe  they  mould  refufe  to  change,  granting 
them  however  the  Liberty  of  difpofing  of  then 
Goods  moveable  or  immoveable ;  declaring  all 
thofe  of  the  faid  Reformed  Religion  of  what 
Rank  or  Quality   foever   unworthy  of  holding 
any   Office   or  Employment;     abrogating  the 
Chambers  parted    in  two  or  three  in   the  Par- 
liaments of  the  Kingdom  inftituted   in  behalf 
of  the   {aid  Reformed ;  commanding  that   the 
Cautionary  Towns  mould  be  furrendered  with- 
out  any  delay ;  forbidding  all  Perfons  of  the 
faid   Religion  of  what  Rank  or  Condition  fo- 
ever, to  ufe  any  force  on  pretence  of  the  faid 
Edict;  forgiving  whatever   had  been  done  of 
late  by  the  Chief  of  the  League  within  or  without 
the  Kingdom,  as  being  done  out  of  a  true  Zeal 
for   the  Good  and  Welfare   of  the  Catholick 
Church;    laftly,   commanding    all  Perfons  to 
fwear  the  Obfervation  of  the  faid  Edict  which  is 
declared  Pe  rpetual  and  Irrevocable  {a). 
That  Edict  extorted  of  the  King  was   read 
and  published   in  Parliament,  prefent  his  Ma- 
F  f  2  jefty 

(a)  Thuan,  Tom.  IV.  Lib,  Ixxxi.  p.  27, 
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Hemyllljefty  and  the  Members  clothed  in  purple  Gowns 
XS85;  for  rendering  the  Action  more  folemn  :  Many 
tus  V.  Netted  thereat,  faying  that  they  ought  rather 
<— - v— - J  to  be  cloathed  with  black  as  in  a  publick  Mourn- 
tting ;  but  others  took  that  as  an  Omen  of  the 
Wars  and  other  great  Mifchiefs  wherewith  the 
faid  Edict  would  be  attended  in  general.  While 
thefoolifh  Mob  huzza'd  the  King  as  he  came  out 
from  the  Parliament,  the  beft  and  wifeft  fort 
were  fadly  concerned  for  what  he  had  done, 
forefeeing  nothing  elfe  but  the  utmoft  Miferies 
and  dreadful  Calamities,  and  curfing  in  their 
hearts  the  boundlefs  Ambition  of  De  Guife  and 
the  Bafenefs  and  Perfidioufnefs  of  the  King's 
Privy  Council  (b). 
Secret  Ar-  Befides  that  Edict,  the  King  granted  the 
tides.  Leaguers  fome  private  Articles,  viz.  that  feve- 
ral  Cautionary  Towns  mould  be  kept  and  enter- 
tained with  Garrifons,  &?<:.  at  his  own  Charge; 
thefe  Towns  were  Chaalons,  and  St.  Didier  m 
Champaign,  Soiffons'mthtlfle  of  France,  Rheims 
in  Vermandois,  (a  Province  of  Champaign)  St. 
Efprit  de  Rue  in  Picardy,  Din  ant  and  Concquer- 
nau  in  Brittany,  the  Town  and  Caftle  of  Dijon 
in  Burgundy,  with  the  Caftle  of  Beaune,  Ver- 
dun and  Toul  i  the  Government  of  thefe  Places 
was  to  be  put  in  their  own  or  their  Adherents 
hands  :  befides  that  the  King  was  to  pay  them 
two  hundred  thou  fan  d  Crowns  for  the  Expen- 
ces  they  had  been  at,  for  raifing  foreign  Troops 
in  their  late  Infurrection  (c,). 

During  all  the  Time  from  the  beginning  of 
this  unnatural  Rebellion  to  the  publication  of 
this  Edict,  the  Duke  of  Guife  under  the  name 
of  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  had  diverted  from  their 
Loyalty  feveral  of  the  belt  Cities,  by  the  means 
of  his  EmiiTaries  v  almoit  all  the  Clergy  adhered 

to 
(b)  Ibid-  (i)  Ibid.  p.  2& 
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him,  becaufe  Religion  was  the  Pretence,  whereof  HenrylH, 
he  made  ufe  for  covering  his  Wickednefs  ;  the     x585; 
common  People,  much  addicted  to  their  old  Su-    °^s  v,x~ 
perftitions,  ran  mad  every  where  in  the  Towns  «_.— w-^j 
and  in  the  Country ;  their  Priefts  and  Preachers, 
mod  part  whereof  had  been  bribed  with  theGold 
of  Spain,  incenfed  them  by  their  feditious  Speech- 
es. The  Lords  and  Nobility  retained  ftill  a  better 
Senfe  of  their  Duty  -,  neverthelefs  fome  of  them 
dreading  the  punifhment  deferved    for   their 
Crimes,  or  funk  in  Debts  or  led  by   a  Spirit  of 
Party,  followed  the  Guife's  Faction  •,  but  many 
others  detefted  it  as  a  Plague  and  were  faithful  to 
the  King,  fome  even  who  had  engaged  them- 
felves  inconfiderately  in  that  Party,  touched  with 
a  Remorfe  of  Confcience,  forfook  it  entirely. 

Such  was  the  Duke  of  Nevers,  who  feeling   qlxx 
fome  Samples  about  the  Lawfulnefs  of  their  The  Duke 
Proceeding,    opened  himfelf  to    Father  Mat-  o/'Nevers 
thew  above  mentioned,  defiring  to  know  whe-  re*™nces 
ther  the  Pope  approved  of  thefe  Proceedings  ; 
to  which  the  Jefuit  anfwered  pofirively,   that 
the  Pope  did  not  only  approve  of  them,  but 
that  he  would  publiih  a  Bull  for  confirming  the 
League  with  his  own  Authority  as  foon  as  they 
mould  have  proceeded  a   little  further.     The 
Duke  requiring  that  he  mould  give  him  fome 
Evidence  of  what  he  faid,  the  Jefuit  went  poft 
to  Rome,  but  inftead  of  a  Bull  he  brought  no- 
thing  elfe  but  fome  Credentials  directed  to  the 
faid  Duke,  whereby  he  was  exhorted  not  to  be 
over-fcrupulous  in  that  matter  j  that  he  ought 
to  be  fenrible  that  it  wouid  be  a  very  improper 
thing  to  publifh  now  a  Bull  in   behalf  of  the 
League,    which  would  afford  the  Proteftants 
and  Reformed  of  Germany  and  Switzerland  a 
juft  Pretence  to  league  themfelves  together   in 
their  common  Defence,  therefore  he  ought  to 
F  f  3  take 
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Henryllf.  take  care  left  for  his  own  fake  the  Affairs  of  the 
-    x585:    Catholick  Church  fhould  be  ruined.    Well,  fays 
tus  V.    tne  Duke,  if  the  Pope  doth  not  think  proper  to 
confirm  the  League  by  a  publick  Bull,  at  leait 
let  him  be  pleafed  to  fend  me  his  Opinion  in  a  J 
Letter  written  with  his  own  Hand,  and  I  do  1 
promife  upon  my  word  not  to   fhow  the  faid 
Letter  to  any  body.     Matthew  furprized  at  this 
unexpected  Anfwer,  went  poll  again  to  Rome,  1 
but  at  his  return  he  told  the  Duke  that  he  could   I 
not  obtain  what  he  had   defired,  becaufe  the 
Pope  faid  that  fhould   he  grant  his    Requeft, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  grant  the  fame  to  every 
one  who   would  require  it ;  by   which  means, 
what  he  intended  to  keep  fecret  for  a  certain 
time,    would    become    publick    immediately. 
Then  fays  the  Duke,  at  leaft  let  the  Pope  fend 
a  Brief  to  his  Legate  at  Avignon  with  Orders  to 
give  me  the  Reading  of  it,  whereby  my  Scruples 
might  be  refolred.     Thereupon  the  Jefuit  took 
Port  again  and  went  to  Rome,  but  as  he  brought 
nothing  from  that  Place  whereby  the  Duke's 
Confcience  could  be  fatisfled,  he  began  to  fuf- 
pecl  the  Cheat,  and  refolved  to  go  himfelf  to 
Rome  -,  he  took  his  way  through  Avignon  in  or- 
der to  confer  with  the  Pope's  Legate,  of  whom 
receiving  no  positive  Anfwer,  he  wrote  to  Car- 
dinal of  Bourbon,  and  let  him  know  that  he  re- 
nounced the  League,  being  not  at  all  fatisfied  in 
his  own  Confcience  as  to  the  Lawfulnefs  there- 
of; then  he  continued  his  Journey. 

He  found  that  Gregory  XIII.  was  deceafed 
fince  the  14th  of  April,  and  the  renowned  Fe- 
lix Peretti,  Cardinal  of  Montalte  was  elected  in 
his  ftead,  who  took  the  Name  of  Sixtus  V.  This 
Pope  Living  been  better  informed  by  him,  of 
the  Nature,  Proceedings,  and  Defigns  of  the 
Leaguers,  was  lefs  favourable  unto  them  than 

his 
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his  PredeceiTor  had  been,  for  he    would  never  Henrylll. 
affift   them  with    Money  or  Troops  \  only  he  „  '585; 

i      o  j  1      •     t  •   -  1  t  i-n  •  rPope     blX- 

hattenea  at  their  Importunities  trie  pubhihing  or     (us  y 
an  Excommunication,     which    he  fulminated  a-  u— V-—J 
gainft  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of 
Gondii  and  caufed  it  to  be  affixed  in  the  ufual 
Places  at  Rome  on  the  21  ft  of  September,  fub- 
fcribed  by  25  Cardinals. 

Therein  he  declared  H  e  n  r  y  formerly  King  cLXXL 
©/"Navarre,  WHenry  Prince  of  Con  de,  The  King  of 
whom  he  ftiled  a  Bast  ard   and    detest  a- Navarre 
ele  Generation  of  the  most  illustri- aprincge Qr 
ous  House  of  Bourbon,  Hereticks,  Abettors Condc ex~ 
and  Protestors  of  Herefy  -,  and  as  fuch   having  communi- 
incurred  the  Cenfitres  of  the  Church,  and  the  Pe- cate*' 
%alty  ordered  by  the  facred  Canons  ;  therefore  they 
were  deprived  of  all  their  I^ordfhips,    Demcfnes 
and  Dignities,  and  rendered  incapable  to  fucceed 
to  any  Principality,  efpecially  to  the  Crown  of 
France  •,  he  unbound  his  Subjects  of  their  Oath 
of  Allegiance,  forbidding  them  to  pay  them  any 
Obedience,   or  elfe  they  would  be  liable   to  the 
fame  Excommunication. 

That  bold  Attempt  which,  as   it   feemed  at^.^- 
firft,  would   prove  fatal  to    the    two  Princes,  thereof. 
proved   to  be    the    reverfe ;  for   not  only  the 
Reformed,  but  the  Catholicks  themfelves,  took 
occafion,  from  thence,  to  inquire  ftrictly  what 
authority  the  Popes  had  over  the  Sovereigns  ; 
and  found  that,  by  the  Councils  and  the  facred 
Canons  of  the  Church,   it  was  not  fuch  as    the 
Court   of  Rome  did  boaft :  Befides  that,  it  af- 
forded to   the   two  Princes  an  opportunity  of 
fhevving  their  great  Courage  and  Magnanimity, 
for  they  or  their  Friends  affixed  a  Paper  to  the 
Statues  of  Marforio  and  Pafquin  and  other  pub- 
lick  Places   at  Rome,  whereby   they  gave  the 
iye  to  Sixtus  V.   fetting  up  himfelf  for  Pope, 
Ff  4  charging 
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Henrylll.  charging  him  with  being  an  Heretick  himfelf ; 
Pope  Si  -anc^  ^ec^ar^nS  tnat  he  v/as  ready  to  make  good 
tus  V.  that  Charge  againft  him  in  a  free  Council  law- 
1  fully  afTembled,  at  which  if  he  don't  appear,  he 
takes  him  for  an  Anti-Chrift  and  a  Schifmatick, 
and  as  fuch  he  declares  an  irreconcileable  War 
againft  him :  That  if  the  Kings  his  PredecefTors 
have  always  punifhed  the  Temerity  of  thofe 
Scoundrels,  like  this  Sixtus  V.  who,  going  be- 
yond their  authority,  have  attempted  any  thing 
upon  them,  he  hopes  that,  with  the  help  of 
God,  he  fhall  not  prove  inferior  to  them  in  any 
fuch  thing,  and  that  he  will  be  the  Avenger  of 
the  injury  done  to  the  King  and  Royal  Family, 
to  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Parliaments 
of  the  Kingdom,  upon  himfelf  and  his  Suc- 
ceflbrs.  For  which  purpofe  he  begs  the  Help 
and  AfTiftance  of  all  Kings,  Princes,  Common- 
wealths and  Cities,  who  may  be  concerned  in 
this  Affair,  and  may  dread  the  Confequences 
thereof  if  it  goes  unpunifhed  •,  and  he  defiresall 
Friends  and  Allies  of  the  Crown  of  France  to 
join  their  Forces  with  his  againft  the  Tyranny 
and  Ufurpationsofthe  Pope  and  of  the  Leaguers, 
the  common  Enemies  of  God, King  andKingdom, 
and  of  all  Chriftendom.  A  like  Writing  was  af- 
fixed at  the  fame  Time  andPlaces,  that  is  the  6th 
of  November,  in  the  Prince  of  Condi's  Name  {d). 
Many  admired  the  Boldnefs  of  the  Under- 
takers, feveral  applauded  and  praifed  their  Zeal 
and  Courage  -,  the  Pope  himfelf,  who  was  a 
witty  and  difcerning  Man,  after  having  made 
in  vain,  all  the  fearch  and  enquiry  after  the 
Authors  thereof,  could  not  refufe  his  Efteem 
to  the  King  of  Navarre,"  and  to  conceive  a  good 
Opinion  of  his  profperous  Succefs  ;  and  after 
that  he  was  wont  to  fay,  that  he  knew  but  two 
Perfons  in  the  whole  World  worthy  to   wear 

the 
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the  Crown,  was  it  not  for   their  Herefy,  and  Henrylli. 
that  he  would  have  imparted  to  them  very  im-     l$H' 
portant  Secrets,  had  not  the  fame  Caufe  put  an   °^s  y~ 
infuperable  Obftacle  to    his  good  Will :  thefe  ^_,-v-  ,'j» 
two  Perfons   were,  as   he    faid,  Queen  Eliza- 
beth and  the  King  of  Navarre  (e). 

This  Prince  had  been  exactly  informed  ofcLXXIL 
the  Treaty  that  was  on  foot  with  the  Leaguers  Union  of 
agaitift   him,  by  his  Agents  at  the  Court    off?  Kin&°f 

J?  j  ,     J .  .°,  .  .  —Navarre 

France,  and  having  tried  in  vain  to    ward  orrw^  tfJg 
the  Blow,  by  an  expoftulatory  Letter  he  wrote  Duke  of 
to  the  King  at  the  beginning  of  July,  he  con-  Montmo- 
cluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  Duke  of rancy" 
Montmorancy  Governor  of  Languedoc. 

That  Lord  had  been  ftrongly  follicited  by  the 
Cardinal  of  Bourbon  to  fide  with  the  League, 
and  had  been  offered  very  advantageous  Terms. 
Indeed  if  he  had  accepted  them,  I  don't  know 
whether  that  would  not  have  proved  the  total 
ruin  of  the  Royalifts,  confidering  the  Greatnefs, 
Credit,  and  Riches  of  his  Houfe,  and  the  vaft 
Extent  of  his  Government  j  but  luckily  for  the 
Kingdom,  his  Hatred  againft  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  the  Hypocrify  and  Ambition  whereof 
were  perfectly  well  known  unto  him,  prevailed 
above  all  other  Confiderations  i  nay,  he  ex- 
horted the  Cardinal  to  beware  of  the  Flatteries 
and  bafe  Adulations  cf  the  Guifes,  who  made 
ufe  of  his  Name  for  comparing  the  Ruin  and 
Deftruction  of  the  whole  Royal  Family. 

So  being  exhorted  by  the  King  of  Navarre 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde  to  join  his  Forces  with 
their  own,  for  the  Defence  and  Support  of  the 
King  and  Kingdom  of  France,  he  met  thefe 
two  Princes  at  St.  Paul  in  Lauragais,  after  the 
Publication  of  the  Edict  above-mentioned,  on 
the  iothof  dugufl.     They  agreed  to  publifh  a 

Decla- 
im Idem  Ibid.  p.  47. 
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HenrvIII-  Declaration    and   Proteft  againft  the   Treaty 
p!585-     lately  concluded    with  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of 
tus  V    Lorrain,  Chiefs,  Authors,  and  Abettors  of  the 
v  — y-iuj  League,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Houfe  of  France  ; 
which  was  fubfcribed  by  the  two  Princes  and 
the  faid  Duke   of  Montmorancy.     Then,  after 
having  fettled  what  concerned  the  Management 
of  the  War,  the  Duke  fet  out  for  Languedoc  ; 
and  the  King  of  Navarre  and  Prince  of  Condi 
returned  in  Guienne  (f). 
CLXXIIf.     Tne  next  Day  after  the  publishing  of  this 
The  King's  Declaration,    the    Moft    Chriftian  King,  who 
Difcourfe  about  two  Months  before,  had  ordered  his  Re- 
CW    /  ce*ver  General  in  Poitou  to  get  together  a  great 
efGuife.   Quantity  of  Corn,  Oats,   and  Wine,  for  the 
Subiiftence   of  an  Army  he  defigned  to  fend 
thither,  fent  for  the  two  firit  Prefidents  of  the 
Parliament,  the  Provoft  of  the  Merchants,   and 
the  Dean  of  Our  Lady's  Church,  to   come  to 
the  Louvre,  and  faid  to  them  feverally  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  Cardinal  of  Quife\  I  am  glad  that, 
by  your  Advice,  I  have  repealed  the  laft  Edict 
of  Pacification,  granted  in  behalf  of  the  Refor- 
med, tho'  much  againxL  my  Opinion  ;  not  that 
I  had  lefs  Zeal  for  the  Catholick  Religion  than 
heretofore,  but  becaufe  I  have  learn'd,  by  Ex- 
perience, that  fuch  Things  are  always  attended 
with  almoft    infuperable  Difficulties.     Never- 
thelefs,  as  it  is  a  Thing  refolved  and  done,  I 
hope  that  you  will  enable   me  to  purfue,  with 
fuccefs,  the  end  for  which  it  has  been  refolved  ; 
now  I  muft  keep  three  Armies  on   foot,  one 
near  my  Perfon,  another  to  act  in  Guienne,  and 
the  third  upon   the  Frontiers  for  oppofing  the 
PafTage  of  the  German  Army,  which  is  upon 
march,  or  will  be  certainly  very  foon  •,  and  fince 
you  did  not  think  proper  to  live  in  Peace  as  I 
advifed  you,  don't  think  that  I  will  take  upon 

myfelf 
(f)  Thuan.  Tom.  IV,  Lib.  lxxxi.  p.  28,  29. 
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myfelf  the   whole  Burthen  of  the  War ;  no,  HenrylH. 
but  you  the  Prefidents,    fince  the  Parliaments15^; 
has  fo  heartily  voted  for  the  repealing   of  the   t"J  y. 
late  Edict,  and  had  fo  earneftly  intreated  me  to  ' 
take  in  hand  the  Caufe  of  Religion,  I  commend 
your  Zeal ;  but  then  don't  expect  that  I  will 
ever  hearken  to  any  of  your  Remonftrances 
about  your  Penflons   as  long  as  the  War   will 
laft  •,  they  mall  be  fupprefi'ed  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  War.     You  the  Provoft  of  the  Mer- 
chants, know  and  acquaint  thereof  the   Citi- 
zens to-morrow  morning,  that  as  to  the  annual 
Rents  paid  out   of  the  publick  Treafury,  fincQ 
they  have  been  fo  glad  of  the  repealing  of  my 
former  Edicts,  I   want  two  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns  for  the  prefent  Exigencies,  and  expect 
that  they  will  pay  them  out  of  hand  •,  for  itap- 
pears,  by  the  Accounts,  that   the  Expences  of 
this  War  amount   to  four  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns  a  Month.     Then,  fpeaking  to  the  Car- 
dinal of  Guifey  with  a    frowning  Countenance, 
I  tojk  care,  fays  he,  that  the  firft  Month's  Ex- 
pence  mould  be  paid  out  of  my  own  and  my 
friends  Purfe  ;  but  'tis  your  Bufinefs  to  find  ail 
the  reft  as  long  as  the  War  mail  laft,  out  of  the 
Church-Rent,  l£c.  &c.  (This  is  but  a  faithful 
Abftract.)  If  that  Prince  had  a  mind  to  frighten 
fhefe  Perfons  by  the  Consideration  of  the  vaft 
Expences  they  would  be  at,  on  account  of  the 
War,    he  was  much  miftaken ;    many  found 
fault  with  his  having  repeated   fo  many  times 
that  it  was  againft  his  Will  j  whereby  he  drew 
upon  himfelf  the  Hatred  of  the  Mob,  always  de- 
iirous  of  fome  new  Change,  and   the  Scorn  of 
the  Guifes,  the  Fire-brands  of  this  War  :    for 
having  once  experienced  that  the  King  could  be 
forced  with  Impunity,  to  do  Things  againft  his 
own  Will,  they  hence-forward  fet  no  bounds 

to 
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Henry  I II.  to  their  Impudence.     O  lamentable  Condition 
p1*8!'-   of  Kings  and  Princes  !  that  they  mould  he  put 
tusV.     to  a  Neceility  of  diffembling   and  deceiving,  fo 
i»— v— «/  far  as  not  to  appear  forced  in  any  thing  good  or 
bad,  even  tho'  they  are   fo  in  the  moft  violent 
manner  (g). 
CLXXIV      His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  very  fenf.ble  that 
He  finds  tne  War  had  been  refolved,  not  only  againft  his 
/T t0mth'e'ov/n  Will,  but  alfo  againft  the  politive  Words 
King  of  and  Promifes  he  had  given  and   made   to  the 
Navarre.   King  of  Navarre,  thought  proper  to  fend  him  a 
moft  honourable  Embafly,  whereof  the  Cardinal 
of  Lenoncourt  was  the  chief,  for  excufing  what 
he   had  done  :  for  a  {Turing  his  Navarreje  Ma- 
jefty  of  the  tender  Affection  the   King  had   for 
him  ;  for  trying  to  bring  him  over  to  the  Ca- 
tholick   Religion  ;  for  demanding  the  Reftitu-? 
tion  of  the  Cautionary  Towns  ;  and  for  propo- 
sing a  Conference  between  him  and  the  Queen- 
Mother,  provided  that  the  German  Auxiliaries 
fhould  delay  their  March. 
CLXXV.      To  thefe  Articles  the  King  of  Navarre  an* 
'J^efinzf{wzrtd,  that  he  was  very  thankful  for  the  tender 
Anfiuer.    Regard  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  fhew  forth 
for  his  Concerns  •,  that  he  was  very  forry  he  had 
not  accepted  of  his  Offers  of  Services,  whereby 
fo  many  Mifchiefs  would  have  been  prevented  ; 
that,  as  to  his  Religion,  his    Majefty   might 
judge  himfelf  whether  it  was  juft  and  honourable 
for  him  to  renounce  a  Religion  wherein  he  had 
been  brought  up,  and  wherein  he  could  difcern 
no  Error  •,  that  however,  he  refufed  not   to  be 
better  inftructed  in  a  free  Council  lawfully  af- 
fembled  ;  that  as  to   the    Cautionary  Towns, 
it  was  in  vain  to   demand  them  in  the   prefent 
Pofture  of  Affairs,  and   that  it  would   be    but 
reafonable  for   the  Reformed  to  petition  the 

King 
(g)   Idem  Ibid.  p.  30,  31. 
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King  for  fome  more  •,  that  as  to  the  Conference  Henry  III. 
with  the  Queen-Mother,  if  their  Maiefties  were  „  I5,s?- 
in  earned   and    would  order   the   Troops    that    Qs  v " 
were  beyond  the  Loire  to  retreat  elfewhere,  he  u— v— j 
would  go  himfelf  as  far  as  Bergerac  where  they 
would  agree  about  a  Place  of  Conference  ;  but 
that  he  could  not,  for  all  that,  retard  the  lead 
in  the  World,  the  March  of  the  German  Auxi- 
liaries, that  came  as  much  for  the  Service  of  his 
Moft  Chriilian  Majefty,  as  for  aflifting  the  in- 
nocent Reformed  under  their  difmal   Circum- 
fcances  ;  and  as  to  the  Sufpenfion   of  the  pub- 
lick  Exercife  of  the  Reformed    Religion,  that 
Article  was  quite  contrary  to  the  Edicts  freely 
publifhed  in  their    behalf  upon  that  account, 
which  had  been  repealed  but  by  another  forcibly 
extorted    from  his  Majefty,    and   therefore  it 
could  be  granted  by  no  means. 

So  the  Embafladors  went  back  without  Suc- 
cefs  ;  and  whereas  the  Conference  with  the 
Queen- Mother  had  been  propofed  only  for  pro- 
trading  the  Time,  it  was  put  off  till  another 
Year,  becaufe  they  certainly  knew  that  the 
Auxiliaries  of  Germany  were  not  fo  foon  ready 
to  take  the  Field  as  it  had  been  imagined  (b). 

The  news  being   brought   to  Court  that  the  CLXXV1 
Reformed   had   begun  Hoftilities  in  Guienne,  A  new 
Languedoc,    Daupbine,    &c.    where  they  had^^?  a~ 
feized  feveral  Towns  and  Caftles,   the  Chiefs  of  jjSgjLS 
the  League  forced  the  King  to  publifh   a   new 
Edict  againft  them  more  fevere  than  the  former, 
commanding  them  to  renounce   their  Religion 
in  a  Fortnight,  on  pain  of  Death  ;  the  Goods 
and  Eftates  of  thofe  who   had   rifen  in   arms 
were  forfeited,  to  difcharge  the  Expences  of  the 
War.     That    Edict    was    ftrictly    executed    in 
many  Places ;  which  unfeafonable  Severity  ferveci 

only 

(b)  Thuan.  Tom.  IV.  Lib,  lxx.xi,  p.  30,  jr. 
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Henrylll.onlyto  exafperatethem  themore,and  to  encourage 
p  I58s5*,    them  to  arm  themfelves  in  their  own  juft  Defence, 
tus  y"      The  King  of  Navarre,  by  the  advice  of  his 
c— -v- — i  Privy- Council,  publifhed   a  like  Edict  againft 
the  Catholicks  of  his  own   Dominions,  dated 
at  Bergerac  the  30th  of  November. 
clxxvii.      The  Duke  oiMercceur,  who  had  begun  the 
Several    War  iti  Poitou,  with  a  Body  of  2000  Men,  was 
Oaurren-  f^rprized  by  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and  obliged 
four  lafl  *t0  ietn*e  m  great  Diforder  from   the  Suburb  of 
Months  of  Fontenay  le  Comte,  commonly  called  Les  Loges, 
this  Tear,  leaving  behind  him  moft  part  of  his  Baggage, 
and  many  Soldiers   killed   on  the  fpot.     The 
fame  Prince  befieged  Brouage,  and  would  have 
taken  it  in  a  fhort    time,  had  it  not  been   for  a 
great  Imprudence  whereby  he  deprived  himfelf 
of  a  certain  Victory  for  running  after  a  Shadow. 
For  while  he  was  before  that  Place,  he  received 
the  News     that    the    Cattle    of  Angers    had 
been  furprized  by  Captain  Rochemorte,   where- 
upon,   without     waiting   for  a   Confirmation, 
or    inquiring  awy  further  into  that   Affair,  he 
marched,  on  the  8th  of  Oflober,  with  part  of 
the  Army  to  the   Relief  of  Rocbetmrte  ;  but 
being  arrived  before  Angers  on  the  20th  of  the 
fame  Month,  he  found,  to  his  great  furprize, 
that  the  faid  Captain  had  been  killed,  that  the 
Caftle  had  furrendred  itfelf  to    the  Duke  of 
yqyeufe's  Lieutenant,  and  what  was  more  fad  for 
his  Highnefs,  that  it  was  almoft  impofiible  for 
him  to  efcape,  being  furrounded  every  where  by 
the  Dukes  ofjoyeufe,  Efpernon^Mayenne  and  the 
Marmal   of  Birorfs    Troops.     Whereupon  he 
difperfed  his  own  Troops  by  fmall  Divisions  of 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  Men  at  the  moft,  who 
efcaped  almoft  miraculoufly,  without  any  fhed- 
ding  of  Blood,  and  he  himfelf  went  through 
fome    By- Ways   into    Low-Normandy,    from 

whence 


ties  en 


Book  VI.  Reformed Churches  in  France.       447 
whence  he  came  over  to  Guernfey.     In  the  mean  Henryiir. 
while  the  Siege  of  Brouage  was  raifed  at  the  ap-     15*|; 
proach  of  Marfhal  of  Matignon  (j).     On  the  o-    °QS  y'x~ 
ther  hand  the  Count  of  Laval  obliged  the  faid  <— ~v-— ' 
Marfhal  to  raife  the   Siege   of  'Tailiebourg.     In 
Daupbine  Les  Diguieres  with  a  handful  of  Men, 
but  all  Soldiers  ftout  and  brave,   carried  Fright 
and  Terror  every  where,  his  only  Name  was  as 
good  as  an  Army,  Victory  marched  under  his 
Standards,  and  good  Succefs  attended  him  every 
where  ;  in  a  few  days  he  befieged  or  availed  and 
took  Die,  Embrun,  Montelimar,  Charge,    and 
fome  other  Places  of  lefs  moment  (/). 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Year  the  King  had  ,-35 
fix  Armies  on  foot  under  the  Command  of  fix  clxxvui. 
Generals,  the  Dukes  of  Guife,  of  Mayenne,  of  The  King 
Joyeufe,  of  Efpernon,  and  the  Marfhals  of  Ma-h^*t 
tignon,  and  of  Biron ;  the  firft  acted  in  Cham-f0Qt. 
paign,  Burgundy,  and  other  Provinces  upon 
the  Frontier,  the  fecond  in  Guienne  ;  the  third 
in  the  Provinces  upon,  and  on  this  fide  the  Loire; 
the  fourth  in  Provence  and  Daupbine,  and  the 
two  la  ft  in  Poiiou.  But  his  Majefty  had  given 
fecret  Orders  to  Efpernon  and  Matignon  to  op- 
pofe  under  hand  as  much  as  poffibie  the  De- 
signs and  Progrefs  of  the  League. 

I  don't  intend  to  give  a  particular  Account  of 
the  Operations  of  thefe  fix  Armies,  their  En- 
counters, Fights,  Sieges,  taking  and  retaking 
of  Places,  &c.  that  don't  belong  properly  to 
my  Subject.  The  Reformed  were  not  concern- 
ed in  this  War,  confidered  as  Reformed,  but  as 
Royalifts  firmly  adhering  to  the  Intereft  of  the 
Royal  Blood.  Therefore  I  fhall  confine  my 
felf  to  a  brief  Narration  of  the  principal  Events 
of  this  War  to  the  latter  end  of  this  Rei°;n. 

°       So 

(j)  Idem  Ibid." 

(i)  Vide  Hift.  du  Connetable  de  Les  Diguieres  Liv.  ii. 
ch.  5,  6,  7. 
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Henrylll.     So   many  Armies   deftined    againft   the  Re- 
1586.    formed  pU£  at  firft  the  whoie  Party  into  a  great 
tus  V.    Confirmation,  and  caufed  great  Perplexities  to 
v. — v— 4-* the  King  of  Navarre's  Council:  That  Prince 
cLxxix.  afiembled     his    moft   private    Counfellors,    to 
a/'Na    S  c°nn^er  wnat  was  t0  be  done  in  the  prefent  E- 
varre'i      mergency.     They  vvere  divided   in  three  feve- 
great  Per-  ral   Opinions,    the  firft  was,  that  that  Prince 
pkxitics.    fhould  crofs  the  Sea  and  come  over  to  England* 
from   thence  to  proceed  to  the  Low  Countries 
and  Germany  with  very   few  Attendants,  and 
even  thefe  to  be  forhe  of  his  moft   Confident, 
for  iblliciting  Queen  Elizabeth  arid;  the  Prote- 
ftant  Princes  of  thofe  Countries  to   haften   the 
powerful  Succours    they  had    promifed  him, 
that  he  might  come  back  into  France  at  the 
Head  of  a  ftrong  Army  ;  which  Opinion  was 
rejected.     The  fecond  was  propofed  by  Rofny 
(afterwards  Duke  of  Sully)  and  was  to  this  pur- 
port, to  provide  all  the  ftrong  Places  of '  Guicnne 
and  of  the  adjacent  Countries  with  able  and  ex- 
periene'd  Commandants,  and  with  other  things 
neceftary   for   their  defence ;  to  eftablifh  a  De- 
puty Govcrnour  over  the  whole,  a  Man  of  a 
Quality  and  Capacity  fufficient  to  command  the 
Refpectand  SubmifTion  of  all  thofe  who  mould 
be  under  his  Government ;  to  fee  what  Party 
the  Duke  of  Mayenne  will  take,  what  his  firft 
Defigns  might  be,  and  then  with  a  good  Troop 
of  Horfe  to  retire  into  Rochelle,   which  would 
be  a  good  Place  for  feCuring  his  Perfon ;  that  by 
that  means  he   would  give  four  Heads  to   his 
Party,  one  v/as  himfelr  arid  the  Prince  of  Condi 
at  R ocbclle  and  the  adjacent  Places,  the  fecond 
the  Duke  of  Montmorancy  in  Languedoc,    the 
third  the  Lord  of  Les  Diguieres  in  Daupbiney 
and  the    fourth  the  Vifcount    of  Turenne  hi 
I     Guicnne.     Over  and  above  which,  if  the  Auxi- 
liary 
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liary  Army  which  was  expected,  was  well  com-  Henryill 
manded  by  a  Chief  of  great  Credit  and  Experi-  p  1  53°- 
ence,  their  Enemies,  who  were  in  hopes  to  com-    °ftm  y 
pafs  their  Ruin    fo  eafily,   will  find  themfelves  v— «y~"»i 
much  deceived    in  their  Account.     (Indeed  Du 
Pleflis's  Biographer  has  exceedingly  mifreprefent- 
ed  Rofni's  Opinion.)  The  third  was  Du  PleJJis. 
He  fheweth  forth  that  his  Majefty  ought  to  be 
fledfaft  to  the  Aflbdattoh  lately   made,  where- 
of he  had  promifed  to  be  the  Head,  confidering 
that  he  was  upon  a  juft  Defence,  that  his  own 
Dignity  and   Life,    true  Religion,  Liberty  of 
Confcience,  whatever  is  clearer!  to  a  noble  Soul 
lieth    at  the  Stake.     Therefore   he    ought  to 
truft  himfelf  in  God  and  expect  from  him  his 
Deliverance  •,  in  a  Word,  he  voted  for  remain- 
ing in  Guienne  (/). 

Du  Pleffish  Biographer  pretends  that  the  King, 
rejecting  the  two  former  Advices,  adhered  to 
this  laft.  That  is  not  true,  but  he  joined 
both  together,  as  it  is  plain  enough,  by  his  own 
Relation,  that  Prince  ftayed  fome  time  longer 
in  Guienne,  he  went  into  Beam  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  the  Princefs  his  Sifter,  he  held  a  political 
AfTembly  of  the  Reformed  Churches  at 
Montauban,  from  whence  being  come  back  to 
Bergerac  he  went  into  Xaintonge,  and  from 
thence  to  Rochelle  by  the  latter  end  of  April, 
having  left  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne  his  Lieute- 
nant-General  in  Guienne. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenne's  Progrefs  was   but  CLXXX. 
very  inconfiderable ;  he   took   Cq/lels,  Monfe-T^eDukeof 
gur  and  St.  Bafeille,  after  having  befieged  them  p^L^T ' 
in  form  ;  loft  a  great  deal  of  Time  and  many  of 
his  Men  •,  thefe  fmall  Advantages  decided  no- 
thing :    Cafiillon  was  like  wife  taken   by   him 

V.  III.  Part  II.         Gg  after 

(I)  Vie  Du  Plejps,  Liv.  i.  p.  93.  94,  95.  Mem.  de 
Sully,  Tom  I.  p.  46. 
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Henrylll.  after  two  Months  Siege,  but  was  retaken  by 
„  J 5  86.  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne  a  little  after,  in  lefs 
tus  V.  t^lan  two  H°urs?  an-d  w^h  ten  Pounds  of  Pow- 
l— v— ^  der,  by  means  of  a  Petard.  The  Jealoufies  be- 
tween the  Duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  Marfhal  of 
Matignon,  or  rather  the  fecret  Orders  which 
this  laft  had  received  from  Court,  were  of  a  great 
prejudice  to  the  Army,  commanded  by  the 
firft  ;  for  nine  Months  together  that  great  Cap- 
tain of  the  League  performed  no  other  Ex- 
ploits befides  thofe  above-mentioned  :  He 
wanted  Money,  for  the  Clergy,  at;  the  end  of 
three  Months,  were  tired  of  fupplying  him, 
and  the  Pope  aflifted  him  only  with  his 
Bleflings.  He  flood  in  need,  of  every  thing, 
Provifions,  Ammunition,  &c.  and  had  againft 
him  whatever  may  be  conducive  to  ruin  the 
Defigns  and  Reputation  of  a  Chief;  frequent 
Mutinys  amongft  his  Troops,  Mifunderftand- 
ing  amongft  his  Officers,  Jealoufies  and  Miftrufts 
in  his  Colleague,  and  an  inveterate  Hatred  a* 
gainft  himfelf  in  the  King's  Privy-Council. 
To  which  it  muft  be  added,  the  great  Heavi- 
nefs  and  Slownefs  of  the  Duke  himfelf,  who  was 
ufed  to  fet  longer  at  Table  than  the  King  of 
Navarre  lay  in  his  Bed.  All  thefe  things  put 
together  obliged  the  faid  Duke  to  afk  his  Dif* 
charge,  and  to  infift  upon  it,  notwithftanding 
the  ftrong  Remonftrances  of  the  Duke  ofGui/e^ 
which  he  obtained  at  laft,  before  the  end  of 
this  Year  (m). 
CLXXXI  While  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  was  in  Guie'nne, 
Guile' j  the  Duke  ofGuife  made  ufe  of  the  Army  which 
Progrefs.  jie  commanded  upon  the  Frontiers  of  Champaign 
for  feizing  upon  Rancour  and  Donzy,  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  :  On  the  other  hand, 

the 

(m)  Thuan.  Lib.  Ixxxvi.     Mezeray  Part  3.  Tom.  V- 
p.  293,  &c. 
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the  Duke  of  Aumale  having  armed  the  Picards,  Henryllf. 

who   were    very  violent  Leaguers,  feized    the  _ '5s,6- 
Towns  of  Dourlens  and  Pontdormy.  tus  v 

The  Duke  of  Joyeufe  having  fupplanted  the' v — J 

Marfhal  of  Aumont,  obtained  the  Command  of  Joyeufe'* 
the  Army  deftined  againft  the  Reformed  and  ucceJf' 
Politicians  of  Auvergne,  Vezelay  and  Givaudan, 
but  his  Performances  were  but  very  indifferent 
this  Campain  befides  his  taking  of  Mendes  •,  and 
having  ruined  part  of  his  Army  in  taking  five 
or  fix  little  petty  Towns,  he  put  the  Remainder 
into  Winter-Quarters,  and  came  back  poft  to 
Court,    ,-t  i 

The  Duke  of  Efpernon  fucceeded  fomething  Efpernon'* 
better  in  Provence^  the  Government  whereof  Sucetft. 
he  had  obtained,  after  the  Death  of  the  Great 
Prior  of  Vendome^  natural  Son  to  King  Henry  II. 
who  was  killed  at  Aix  by  Altoviti  a  Florentine 
Gentleman,  whom  he  had  afTaulted  in  his  own 
Chamber  and  ran  him  through.  There  was 
a  Gentleman  in  Provence  whofe  Name  was 
Vins,  a  great  Stickler  for  the  League,  and  con- 
fequently  a.  great  Enemy  to  the  Reformed  ;  he 
had  with  him  a  Body  of  about  4000  Men, 
horfe  and  foot  ;  with  thefe  Forces  he  went  and 
befieged  the  Caftle  of  Allemagne,  the  Lord 
whereof  was  as  zealous  for  the  Reformed  as  Vins 
was  for  the  Catholicks ;  and  whereas  the  Baron 
d*  Allemagne  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  cope 
with  Vins,  he  defired  Les  Diguieres  his  Kinfman 
to  come  to  his  Relief,  which  he  did  as  foon  as 
he  could,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful  that  Vins  was 
routed  with  the  lofs  of  fifteen  hundred  Men 
befides  many  Prifoners  •,  but  the  Baron  of  Alle- 
magne reapt  no  Fruits  of  this  Victory  he  being 
killed  upon  the  fpot.  Now  d'Efpernon  being 
arrived  at  this  time  in  Provence,  he  took  pofTef- 
fion  of  his  Government,  and  took  Merindol, 
G  g  2  $eym 
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Henry  III  Seyne  la  grand  Totir^  the  Fort  of  Breolle  from 
1586     the  Reformed.     Then  having  joined  his  Bro- 
Tus  V "  tner  Bernard  de  la  Valet te,  they  befieged  Chorges 
t_v-  _<in    Daupbine,  with   an  Army   of  15000  Men 
?nd  14  Cannons  i  the  Siege   was  long,  at  laft 
the  Place  furrendered   by   an  honourable  Capi- 
tulation •,    moft    part    of  d'Efpernon's   Army 
perifhed  before  it,  either  by  Sicknefs,  or  Cold, 
or  for  want  of  Pro  virions,  or  otherwife.     But 
the  victorious  Lefdiguieres  made    very    ample 
amends  for  that  Lofs,  by  the  taking  of  feve- 
ral  Places  from  the  Enemies  of  a  much  greater 
Importance  than  Chorges  was  (n). 
clxxxii.      The  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland  ^  be- 
Emba0offoVQ  they  fent  their  Auxiliaries  to  the  King  of 
the  Swit- -ifayorrfi  thought  it  to  be  their  Duty  to  try 
^Trote-  whether  they  could   not   bring  matters  to  an 
ftantPrin-  Agreement  between   the  Moil:  Ch rift ian   King 
ctt  o/~Ger- and  his  Reformed  Subjects,  for  which  purpofe 
many.       t^ey  fent   a  f0]emn  EmbaiTy  to   his   Majefty  ; 
the  King  of  Denmark  fent  likewife,  upon  the 
fame  account,  Breda  de  Ranzow,  they  were 
very  kindly  received,    his    Majefty  anfwered 
them,  that  nobody  knew  better  than  himfelf 
what  was  for  the  Good  and   Welfare  of  his 
Kingdom,  that  he  wonld  take  care  of  it,  and 
that  nothing  mould  be  wanting  on  his  part  for 
cultivating  a   good  Correfpondence    with   his 
Neighbours   and    Allies,    and    for    procuring 
Peace  and  Tranquillity  in   his  own  Kingdom. 
So  they  were  difmiffed. 

Now  the  King  understanding  that  the  Em- 
bafladors  of  the  Proteftant  Princes  and  free 
Cities  of  Germany  were  upon  the  Road,  at  the 
Head  whereof  were  Frederick  of  Wirtemberg, 
-Count  of  Montbeliardy  and  Volfang  Count  of 

Ifem- 

(n)  Videl  Hift.  du  Connet.   De  Lefdiguieres  Liv.  ii 
Ch.  8.  9.  iq,  11,  a. 
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Jfembourg,  he  thought  proper  to  fet  out  from  Henry  III, 
Paris    before  they  could  arrive,  thinking  that     '  -j*L6- 
he  would  retard  the  Defigns  of  their  Principals    JJ  y.~ 
as  long  as  he  mould  keep  them  in  France  ;  by  k— ^-^j 
the  fame  Motive  he  defired  the  Queen-Mother 
to  depart  from  Paris,  fhe  went  to  Chenonccaux 
m  her  way  to  the  Place  of  Conference  with  the 
King  of  Navarre,  and  he  himfelf  went  inta 
Bourbonnois  with  a   fmall  Retinue,  leaving  in 
the  City  fome  proper  Perfons  for  receiving  and 
entertaining  the  German  EmbalTadors,  for  ex- 
cusing his  Majefty's  Abfence  upon  fome  Indif- 
pofition    which  had   obliged  him  to  go   to  the 
Bath  •,  and  for  defiringthem  to  wait  for  him  till 
the  Month  of  Oclober,when  the  King  would  ar- 
rive and  give  them  Audience  (0). 

The  EmbalTadors  arrived  on  the  5th  of 
Auguft  ;  the  King  had  been  gone  ftnce  the  23d 
oi  July  ;  they  were  mod  honourably  received, 
but  few  Days  after,  the  Counts  of  MontbeUard 
and  Ifembourg  thinking  it  to  be  a  Thing  un- 
becoming their  Quality  to  wait  (o  long  for  the 
King,  having  afked  leave  of  his  Majelty  by 
their  Letters,  on  pretence  of  fome  private  B;- 
finefs  which  required  their  Pre  fence,  returned 
into  Germany,  leaving  the  other  Embafladors 
with  their  Inftructions  for  executing  their  Com- 
miflion.  At  laft,  after  feveral  delays,  the 
King  being  arrived  from  Lyons,  gave  them  Au- 
dience at  Si,  Germain  -,  they  fpared  nothing  in 
their  Speech  in  order  to  move  his  Majefly  ;  nay, 
they  upbraided  him  with  Breach  of  his  Faith, 
inafmuch  as  having  granted  an  Edict  in  behalf 
of  his  Reformed  Subjects,  which  he  was  plea  fed 
to  call  his  own  Edict,  he  had  repealed  it 
without  the  leaft  Provocation,  only  for  in- 
dulging the  boundlefs  Ambition  of  fome  wicked 
G  g  3  Men, 

(0)  Thuan.  Tom.  IV.  Lib.  lxxxv.  p.  142,  14  3 
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Henrylll.  Men,  Difturbers  of  the  publick  Peace,  and  the 

1586.     Plague  of  Mankind  •,  whereupon  they  threatned 

?us  V*    ms  Majefty   with    the   heavieft  Judgments  of 

God. 

The   King  was  indeed  fomething  moved  at 
this   unufual  Boldnefs,  neverthelefs   he  mode- 
rately anfwered,  that  God  having  conftituted 
him  King,  and  a  Moft  Chriftian  King,  he  had 
b?en  always  careful   to  procure  the  Glory   and 
Welfare  of  the  Catholick  Religion,  which   he 
had  better  demonftrated  by  his  Actions  than  by 
his  Words.     For  the  reft,  he   willeth   that  all 
Princes  and  Cities  fhould  know  that  he,  who 
had  always  the  Fear  of   God  before  his  Eyes, 
and  had  been  no  lefs  follicitous  of  his  own  Ho- 
nour and  Reputation,  had  never   omitted  any 
opportunity  of  procuring  the  Peace  and  Tran- 
quility of  his  own   Subjects,  knowing  better 
than   any  one  what   was  more  expedient,  ac- 
cording to   the  Ciroumftances  of  Times  ;  that 
to  him  it  belonged  to  govern  his  Kingdom,  to 
make  [  Laws,  to  explain,  alter,  and   abrogate 
them    as  he  thought  proper;  fo  that   it   was 
what  he  had  done  before,   and  would  do  here- 
after, &cy  '  So  he  difmifTed  the  EmbafTadors  ; 
but  in  the  Evening,  reflecting  upon  what  they 
had  fo  often  repeated,    that  he  was  guilty  of 
Breach  of  Faith,  and  of  violating  his  own  Edict 
of  Peace;  that  very  Thought  put  him  into  fuch 
a  ParTion^  that  he  wrote  with  his  own  Hand, 
that  ivhofoever  Jhould  fay  that  he  had  broken 
his   Faith,    or    Jiained   his  Honour    and  Re- 
putation, in  repealing  his  Edit!  of  Peace,  was  a 
Lyar.     This   Paper  he  fent  that   very  Night 
to  the  EmbafTadors  by  a  Gentleman  of  his  Bed- 
chamber, with  Orders  to  read  it  before  them  -, 
they  demanded  a  Copy  of  it,  but    were   told 
that  the  King  had    ordered   otherwife,    and 

would 
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would   have  them  to  take  this    for  their  laft  Henry  III. 
Anfwer,  and  not  to  expect  to  be  admitted  to„  f5|6- 
any  other  ;  fo   they   took  proper  meafures  for   JyX" 
returning  in  Germany  (p).  < — ^— .j 

Before  the  fetting  out  of  thefe  EmbafTadors,  clxxxui. 
either  of  Switzerland  or  of  Germany  for  France.        071y 
the  Count  of  Montbeliard  had  procured  a  Con-  tlvee>t  tbe 
ference,  between  fome  Divines  of  the  Auguftan  Divines  of 
and  thofe  of  Switzerland  and  Geneva's  Con-  **'  Augu- 
feflion  •,  at  the  Inftigation  of  Mr.  De  Clervant,  tyre  nnof 
the  King  of  Navarre's  Envoy  to  that  Prince,  Switzer- 
\\\  order   to   bring  them,  if  poflible,  to  fome  land  Con- 
Agreement  amongft  them,  as  to  the  Points  o{fe$on- 
Doctrine     controverted   betwixt    them.     The 
Conference  was  held  at  Montbeliard,  Theodoras 
De  Beze  and  Abraham    Mufculus,  Minifter  at 
Bern,  came  thither  at  the  latter  end  of  March  ; 
James  Andrea  of  Tubinge,  Luke  Ofiander  and 
Theodorick  Sneptius,  arTifted  on  the  Lutheran's 
Part :  Great  Debates  arofe  between  Beza  and 
Andrea,  concerning   the   Lord's  Supper,    the 
Perfon  ofChrift,  the  Baptifm,  the  Predeftina- 
tion,  the   Temples,    the  Images,  the  Organs, 
and  the  ufe  to  be  made  of  them  ;  with  no  other 
fruit  than  to  revive,  with  greater  Heat,  the 
Difputes  about  thefe  things  which  were  thought 
to   be   buried  in   oblivion  long  ago.     Andrea 
and  his  Partners  afcribed    to  themfelves   the 
Victory,  and  were  not  aihamed  to  fend  Let- 
ters all  over  Germany,  wherein  they  maliciously, 
or  rather  wickedly,  boafted  that  Beza  weeping- 
ripe,  had  been  forced  to  yield.     Beza  anfwered, 
by  an  extemporary  Writing,   as  they  defcrved, 
and  he  revifed  the  fame  four  Years  after  (q). 

The   King  of  Navarre's   Arms  were  very  clxxxiv. 

profperous     this    Campaign,      in    Xaintonge,^eKh!S'>f 
Gg4  3«-^varre'8 

(p)  Thuan.  Lib.lxxxvi.  p.  148,  149. 
(q)  Idem  lib.  Ixkxv.  p.  143. 
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Y\w\\\\.AngoiLmois,  Poitou,    Sec.    Roy  an   was  taken  by 
Plajfac,    which   Place  was   yery   advantagious 
by  its  Situation  to  the  faid  Prince.     The  Prince 
of  Condi  being  arrived    from  Guernfey  at  Ro- 
chelle,  at  the  beginning  of  this   Year,  with  a 
numerous  Retinue   of  Volunteers,    the  Queen 
of  England  having  fent  to  him  fome  Ships  and 
a  round  Sum  of  Money,  he  befieged  the  Caflle  of 
Dampierre  in  the  Neighbourhood    of  Rochelle^ 
belonging  to  Claudia  de  Clermont,  wife  to  the 
Duke  of  Raiz,  and  took    it  by  Composition. 
Then  he    married  Charlotte  Catharina  of  La 
Trimouille,  which  marriage    was   celebrated   at 
Taillebcurg,   on  the  1 6th  of  March  •,  he   had 
been    a   Widower    for     about   eleven   Years. 
The  Count  of  Laval  took  Soubize,  and  Mernac  •, 
St.   Gelais  took  Alnet,   Monperic  and  Chizay, 
upon  Boutonne-,  De  Ranques  took  the  Caftle  of 
Safay. 
r'rxxv.       But  the  Joy  of  all  thefe  happy  SuccefTes  was 
The  Cowit  much,  interrupted  by  the  Death  of  the  Count  of 
a  ^val's  ]_taval^  and  0f  his  two  Brothers  De  Sevilly  and 
*  De  Rieux,  Sons  to  the  late  renowned  D'Andelot. 
The  Prince  of  Conde  having  attacked  the  Rear 
of  Thy -celin  of  La  Roche  Du  Maine,  as  he  was 
going  to  Saintes,  routed    it  at  the  firft  Onfet, 
tho'  with  a  great  Lofs  of  his  own ;  Tiercelin 
having  rallied  his  Troops,  renewed  the  Fight  •, 
The  Count  of  Laval  was  come  in  all  hafte  with 
part  of  his  Regiment  of  Horfe  to  the  Prince's 
Affirtance  ;   the  Royalifts  were  routed  again, 
their  Standards  were  taken,  many  were  killed, 
feveral  wounded,  fome  taken  Prifoners,  and  the 
reft  difperfed  ;  but  the  Lords  De  Sevilly  and  de 
FJeux    on   the  Prince's    fide    were    mortally 
wounded  and  died,  the  one  on  the  next  day, 
and  the  other  two  days  after,  at  St.  John  d'An- 
gely.    The  Count  their  Brother  was  fo  much 

afTeclcd 
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affected  with  that  Lofs,  that  he  died  with  Grief,     1586. 
eight  Days  after  •,  De  Tanlay  Brother  to  Sevilly  PoPe  *jj?* 
was  dead   of  Sicknefs  a  few   Days  before.     So  ,_^_     _j 
that  of  all  that  noble  Family,  confiding  of  four 
Sons  and  two  Daughters,  there  remained,  in  a 
fortnight's  time,  but  a  young  Child,  Guy  De 
Laval  and  his  Aunt  Ann,  who   was   married 
eight  Years  after  to  James  Chabot  Marquifs  of 
Mirebeau,  Son  to  the  Count  of  Brion.     It  was 
thought  likewife,  that  Rene  Duke  of  Rohan  was 
fo  much  affected  with  that  fad  Inftance  of  the 
Frailty  of  human  Things,  that   he  fell  into  a 
lingering  Sicknefs,    wherewith,  he  died  at  Ro- 
chelle  this  fame  Year  (r). 

Tho'  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of  clxxxvi. 
Condi  were  much  affected,  they  were  not  how-  Confere"- 
ever  difheartened  by  thefe  Lofles,  which  many  g^x 
People  confidered  as  a  bad  Omen  for  the  Re- 
formed.    We  have  faid   above,  that  a  Con- 
ference had  been  propofed  between   the    faid 
King  and  the  Queen- Mother,  and    that  that 
Princefs   was  fet  out  from  Paris  for  Chenon- 
ceaux,    in  the  Month   of  July,    in   order  to 
proceed,  by  fmall  Journeys,  to  Si.  Brix,  the 
Place  appointed  for   the    Conference,    which 
was  opened  on  the  13th  of  December.     I  fhall 
briefly  obferve  here  that  D^Avila,  according  to 
his  Cuftom,  has  improved   this  Opportunity 
for  making  a  fine  Romance  of  his  own  •,  he 
fays,  firft,  that  the  Conference  was  opened  on 
the  1 8th  of  October  ;  but  it  is  plain  enough  by 
Thuanus,  D*Aubigne,  Perefixe's,  &c.  Testimo- 
ny, that  it   was   only  in  December ;  fecondly, 
amongfr  thofe  who  attended  the  King  of  Navarre 
he  names  the  Count  of  Laval,  but  that  Lord 
died  in  the  latter  end  of  the  preceeding  April,  as 
abovefaid ;  thirdly,he  makes  one  of  the  principal 

Points 

(r)  Thuan.  Lib.  Ixxxv,  p.  132,  133,  134. 
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I lenrv in. Points  of  the  Conference  to  run  upon  a  Divorce! 
f586:    between  the   King  of  Navarre   and  Margaret\ 
Fnpe  'fut-.'pfjzajffj.sifa  Confort,  and  a  new  Match  with  a. 
►Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  ;  but  not    a 
word   of  this    in  Tkuanus,  or   B'Aubigne,    or 
Meztray,  True  it  is,  that  Perefixe  fays,  that  the 
Queen    Mother,   having  other  things  in  view 
than  the  King  her  Son,  or  the  King  of  Navarre, 
or  the  League,  for  the  Ch  ildren  of  her 
own  Daughter,  married   to  the    Duke   of 
Lorraine  ;  promifed  to  the  King  her  Son,    that 
fhe  would  find  means  of  quelling  all  thefe  Storms. 
Whereby  he  feems   to  confirm  D'Avila's  Rela- 
tion ;  but  in  truth  that  Argument  is  too  weak 
to  be  admitted  :  and  had  her  Majefty  propofed 
any    thing  like,    is    it   probable  that    Perefixe 
would   have  omitted  it  when  he  fpeaks  of  the 
Proportions   made  in   the   Conference  ?    This 
I  thought   proper  to  obferve,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  my  not  quoting  T>"  Avila  ;  it  is  in  a 
word,   becaufe    I  cannot  depend  upon  the  Ve- 
racity of  thatHiftorian,  whom  I  look  upon,  at 
the  beft,  as  an  ingenious  and  eloqjuent 
Rom  ancer  (x). 

The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is  thus  :  the  Queen 
Mother  and  the  King  of  Navarre  met  together 
at  the  Caftle  of  St.  Brix  near  Coignac,  in  the 
Month  of  December,  and  not  before ;  fome 
Difficulties  were  ftarted  at  rirft  about  the  Safety 
of  both  their  Majefties,  efpecially  of  the  Queen 
Mother,  which  were  at  laft  adjufted  to  her  fa- 
tisfaclion.  The  Queen  Mother  was  attended 
by  the  Duke  of  Montpenjier,  formerly  ftiled 
the  Prince  Dauphin,  the  Abbefs  Catharine  of 
Bourbon-,  Aunt  to  the  King  of  Navarre,  the 
Duke  of  Nevers,  the  Marihal  ofBiron,  Lanfac, 
Raniboiiillet,   and   feveral  other  Lords  of  the 

Court, 
(s)  D'Avila,  Liv.  viii.  p.  447,  &c. 
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Court,  befides  a  numerous  Train  of  the  moftHenryllL 
beautiful  Ladies  that  could  be  {etn  ;  in  order  to  p  !5^- 
enfnare  the  King  her  Son-in-law  and  the  Lords  °^syX' 
of  his  Court.  A  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  was  agreed 
on  at  firft  for  fome  Weeks  only,  but  at  laft  till 
March  following.  The  firft  Conference  began  by- 
reciprocal  Complaints  and  Expostulations ;  the 
Queen  upbraided  the  King  with  Obftinacy  in 
his  Opinions,  and  Refiftance  to  the  wholefome 
Counfels  of  her  and  the  King  her  Son,  whereby 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  had  been  obliged  to 
wage  war  againft  him.  To  this  he  oppofed 
his  known  Fidelity,  Obedience,  and  Patience 
whereby  he  had  encouraged  his  Enemies  to  do 
what  they  did  ;  and  that  the  King  flood  in  no 
need  to  repeal  his  Edict  of  Peace  and  declare 
War  againft  him,  had  he  not  been  forced  to 
it  by  the  wicked  Advices  of  his  corrupted 
Counfellors.  The  two  firft  Conferences  were 
employed  in  like  warm  Debates  and  Expoftu- 
lations. The  Vifcount  of  Turenne  paying  a 
vifit  to  the  Queen,  fhe  took  that  Opportunity 
to  infinuate  unto  him,  that  there  was  no  other 
means  left  for  procuring  the  Peace,  than  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Conversion  to  the  Religion 
of  his  Anceftors ;  and  fhe  defired  him  to  let 
his  Majefty  know  it.  But  in  a  third  Confe- 
rence, he  rejected  abfolutely  that  Condition, 
fhewing  forth,  that  it  was  not  only  detrimental 
to  the  King  and  the  Kingdom,  but  likewife 
that  it  would  caft  a  blemifh  upon  his  own  Cha- 
racter ;  and  whereas  the  Queen  infifted  much 
upon  a  Truce  for  a  Year,  during  which  time, 
the  Exercife  of  the  Reformed  Religion  fhould 
be  fufpended,  and  the  General  States  fummoned 
for  fettling  a  Peace  in  the  Kingdom  •,  the  King 
told  her  that  he  nor  his  Party  could  not  accept 
of  any  fuch  Terms,  feeing  that  the  matters  of 

Religion 
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Henrylll.  Religion  could  not  be  otherwife  determined  but 
»t;86     \yy  a  free  Council  lawfully  aiTembled  ;  that  they 
°tiis  V*X  could  expect  nothing  good  of  the  Starts  Gene- 
A.-.-y— j  »';il  after  what  they  had  experienced  in  thole  of 
Blass;  that    the  Votes    being    bribed    bv    the 
Leaguers,  they  would  do  violence  to  the  King's 
Will  :  That  if  a  free  Council  was  agreed  upon, 
he  was  ready   to  agree  upon  a  Truce,   by  the 
Advice  and  Conlent   of  the    Deputies   of  the 
Provinces,  without  which  he  could  nor  would 
do  any  thing. 
_g  Whereas  they  could  not  agree  together,   the 

Queen  went  to  Funtenay,  and  Niort,  and  the 
king  of  Navarre  to  Rochelle  ;  and  the  Jcalou- 
iies  increasing  between  them  both,  the  Confe- 
rence could  never  be  renewed:  but  the  Vil- 
count  of  Turenne  being  fent  to  the  Queen,  he 
extolied  the  profperous  Condition  of  the  King 
of  Navarre's  Affairs,  depreffing  that  of  the 
Leaguers,  faying,  that  they  had  loft  much  of 
their  Reputation  in  the  laft  Campaign,  that 
they  could  expect  but  very  little  Afliftance 
from  Spain,  which  had  her  hands  full  with  the 
War  in  the  Low  Countries,  that  they  could  rely 
only  upon  their  own  Confpiracies,  and  Cheats, 
and  the  Rebellion  of  the  Cities  procured  by 
their  feditious  and  profligate  Emifiaries  •,  that 
true  it  was  that  the  King  of  Navarre  had  loll 
fome  weak  paltry  Places,  but  that  inftead  of 
them  he  had  taken  and  fortified  other  Places 
double  the  Number  of  a  far  greater  Confequence. 
That  he  was  expecting  a  ftrong  and  numerous 
Army  of  his  Allies  in  Germany,  that  he  cared 
very  little  for  the  boafted  Power  of  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  State,  considering  that  with  fb  few 
Forces  as  thofe  he  had  at  the  beginning  of  this 
War,  he  had  been  able  to  withftand  the  Efforts 
of  iix  Armies  and  to-  ruin  them.     The  Duke  of 
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JSfevers  afk'd    him   whether  the  King  of  Na-  Henrylll. 
varre  was  fo  far  engaged  with  the  Germans,      '  58r.- 
that  he  could  not  treat  with  his  Moft  Chriftian  Po^  ^x' 

Majefty  about  Peace  ?  To  which  the  Vifcount  (. v-'_j 

replied,  that  his  Navarrefe  Majefty  was  at  full 
Liberty  to  treat,  nay,  that  he  v/ould  engage 
his  Word  that  if  the  King  pleafed  and  gave 
proper  Directions  for  that  purpofe,  the  Germans 
would  turn  their  Arms  againft  the  fworn  Ene- 
mies of  the  State  (?). 

We  mud  not  omit  fome  particulars  of  thefe 
Conferences,  which  do  much  honour  to  the  King 
of  Navarre.  A  Sufpenflon  of  Arms  had  been 
agreed  as  abovefaid,  and  it  had  been  ftipulated 
that  the  firft  who  fhould  break  it,  mould  be  ar- 
retted by  the  other  Party.  Now  fome  of  the 
King  of  Navarre's  Servants  feigning  to  be 
Traitors  had  lured  fome  of  the  Queen  Mother's 
Servants,  too  eager  after  Plunder,  with  the 
Hopes  of  furprifmg  Fontenay  by  fome  Intelli- 
gence. Thereby  the  Catholicks  would  have 
been  convicted  of  Perfidioufnefs,  the  Queen 
Mother  would  have  been  arretted,  and  not  re- 
leafed  without  a  large  Ranfom  of  fome  Millions 
of  Livres,  which  would  have  amended  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  King  of  Navarre;  but  that  gene- 
rous Prince  having  had  a  fcent  of  the  Plot,  was 
very  angry,  and  rebuked  the  Plotters,  forbid- 
ding them  to  proceed  any  further. 

As  he  fhewed  forth  his  Generofity  on  this 
Occafion,  fo  did  he  his  Conftancy  and  the 
Strength  of  his  Mind  during  the  whole  Confe- 
rence. One  day  as  the  Queen  afked  him 
what  it  was  that  he  defired  ?  Nothing,  fays  he, 
Madam,  of  what  I  fee  before  me\  looking  upon 
the  fair  Ladies  that  attended  her  Majefty.  Af- 
ter a   long  Conference,  the  Queen  told  him, 

'Then 
{/)  ThuaR.  Lib.  lxxxvi.  p.  1 54,  155. 
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Henrylll.  Then,  Sir,  fh all  all  the  Trouble  I  have  taken  prove 
l587;  fruitlefs?  I  who  defire  fo  much  to  be  at  reft. 
F°tL  y*'' Madam,  fays  he,  'tis  not  my  fault,  I  don't  hin- 
der you  from  fteeping  quietly  in  your  own  Bed, 
but  it  is  you  that  hinder  me  to  lie  in  my  own  ; 
the  Trouble  you  take  is  delightful  to  you,  it  is 
your  Nourifhment,  Quiet  and  Reft  cannot  abide 
with  your  Temper.  But  amongft  his  quick  and 
witty  Replies,  this  was  particularly  taken  no- 
tice of;  the  Duke  of  Never s  told  him  that  he 
would  be  much  more  honourably  with  the  King, 
than  with  People  among  wKom  he  had  no  Au- 
thority, and  that  if  he  wanted  Money  at  Ro- 
chelle,  he  would  not  have  Credit  enough  to  lay 
an  Impoft  upon  the  Inhabitants  •,  he  anfwered 
ftoutly,  Sir,  I  do  at  Rochelle  whatever  I  will, 
becaufe  I  will  nothing  beyond  my  Duty  (y). 

Thefe  Conferences  of  St.  Brix  ferved  only  to 
increafe  the  Heats,  A  minorities  and  Jealoufies 
between  the  Parties.  .  I  don't  know  upon  what 
foundation  Perejixe  fays  that  the  Guifians  trying 
all  manner  of  ways  and  means  to  be  revenged 
upon  the  Favourites,  fent  offers  of  their  Ser- 
vices to  the  King  of  Navarre,  and  that  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne  let  him  know,  that  it  was 
not  impoffible  to  come  to  fome  Agreement,  if  he 
would  only  confent  to  it ;  that  he  would  go  to 
meet  him  with  four  Horfes  only  wherever  he 
mould  be  pleafed,  and  would  deliver  unto  him 
his  own  "Wife  and  Children  in  Hoftage  (u). 
It  is  true  that  fuch  an  Offer  was  proffer'd  to 
the  King  of  Navarre  about  two  Years  before, 
but  I  find  no  fuch  thing  at  this  time. 

On  the  1 8th  of  February  this  Year,  Mary 
Stuart  Queen  of  Scotland  after  fevcnteen  Years 
captivity  was    beheaded ;  Sentence    of  death 

had 
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(v)  D'Aubigne  Tom  III.  Liv.  i.  ch.  7. 
(u)  Perefixe  Part.  I.  p.  79,  80,  81. 
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had    palled    upon    her   three   Months  before,  Henrylli. 
during  which  time  the  King  of  France  omitted  „  l^k 
nothing  for  moving  Queen  Elizabeth  to  pity.    °(us  y,x 
Neverthelefs  the  Guifians  made  ufe  of  this  pre- v- — sr^i 
tence,  as  well  as  they  had  done  of  the  Queen 
Mother's  Conferences    with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, for  calumniating  his  Majefty  and  incen- 
fing  the  People  againft  him,  as  if  he   had  con- 
nived with  the  Queen  of  England,  as  if  he  was 
an  Abettor  of  Heieticks  ;  and  they  exafperated 
them   fo  much   the   more  againft  the  King   of 
Navarre  and  the  Reformed,  by   the  means  of 
the   feditious  Preachers,   wh6  told    their  Hear- 
ers   that  they   would   be   treated    worfe   than 
Queen  Mary,  if  the  King  of  Navarre  was  ever 
King  of  France  •,  and   the  hatred   againft  them 
went  fo  fir,  that  whoever  fpcke  of  Peace  with 
the  Hugonots,  was  look'd  upon  as  guilty  of  high 
Treafon  againft  God  and  Man  (;*■).  clxxxviii. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenne  being  arrived  at  Pa-  Plots  and 
ris9  took  new  Meafures  with  the  Sixt  e  e  n,  (fo  Afe™Pf 
were  named  the  Heads  of  the  League  at  Paris,       *s  Ja 
becaufe  they  had   divided  the  whole  City   into  Paris, 
fixteen  Wards,  each  Ward  had  its  own  Com- 
miftary  or  Overfeer  ;)  thefe  Men  were  for  the 
moft  part  of  the  worft  Character,  Murderers,  or 
Robbers,  or  fraudulent  Bankrupts,  &c.    There 
was  a  Lord  of  Mayneville  a  great  Stickler  for 
the  League,  a  great  Lyar,   if  there  was  any  in 
the  Kingdom,  who  ufed  to  be  prefent  at  their 
Conferences  in   the  College  of  Forteret,   {ince 
that  time  called   the  Cradle  of  the  League,  and 
one  Le  Clerc  an  Attorney,  a  bold  Fellow,  they 
both  by  their   falfe  Infinuadons  and  feditious 
Speeches  moved  their  Adherents  to  Rebellion, 
they  told  them  that  the  C-.i  holick.  Religion  way- 
going to  be  undone,  if  it  was  not  fpeedily  Jug 

poi 
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Henryl II.  ported    and   aflifted  ;  that  above  ten  thoufand 

nx^J.'    Huponots  were  lodged  in  the  Suburbs  of  St.  Gcr- 
rope  Six-         .  .  D     ,      ,-,-,,  r     .       _,    , 

tus.  V.    main->  ready  to  cut  the  1  hroats  or  the  Catho- 

licks,  in  order  to  have  the  King  of  Navarre 
declared  lawful  Heir  to  the  Crown;  that  many 
Politicians  even  amongft  the  Catholicks  fup- 
ported  the  Caufe,  as  well  in  the  King's 
Council  as  in  the  Parliament ;  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  good  Catholicks  mould  arm 
themfelves  fecretly,  that  they  might  be  the 
ftrongeft,  and  able  to  oppofe  fuch.  Attempts  ; 
that  they  had  for  their  Leaders  feveral  good 
Lords  and  Princes,  fuch  as  the  Dukes  of  Guife, 
Mayenne,  Aumale  and  all  the  Houfe  of  Lor- 
raine ',  that  in  their  Consideration,  the  Pope, 
the  Cardinals,  Bifhops,  Abbots  and  the  whole 
Clergy,  with  the  Doctors  of  Sorbonne,  would 
aflift  them,  becaufe  they  knew  very  well  that 
they  were  fupported  by  the  King  of  Spain,  the 
Prince  of  Parma,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ;  that  it 
was  certain  that  the  King  of  Navarre  was  coun- 
tenanc'd  by  the  King  of  France,  for  he  had  re- 
mitted unto  him  by  the  Duke  of  Efpernon's 
means  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  Crowns, 
for  enabling  him  to  wage  war  upon  the  Catho- 
licks •,  but  that  there  was  already  a  good  Num- 
ber of  Men  at  Paris  who  had  promifed  upon 
their  Oaths  that  they  would  die  rather  than 
fuffer  fuch  things  •,  that  it  would  be  very  eafy 
for  them  to  execute  their  Deigns, the  King  having 
no  other  Forces  near  his  Perfon  but  300  of 
his  Guards,  the  Provoft  of  the  Hojiel  and  his 
Archers,  and  Provoft  Hardy ;  that  the  Duke 
of  Guife  would  be. ready  at  hand  to  aflift  them 
with  the  Forces  he  had  fecretly  levied  in 
Champaign  and  Picardy  to  the  Number  of  4000 
Men,  paid  by  feveral  of  the  richeft  amongft 
them.     They  made  fecretly  great  Provifion  of 
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,/irms  which  were  concealed  in  Guife's  HoufeHenrylll. 
or  at  the  Houfes  of  Le  Clerc,  Corn-pan,  de  Bar,  *.S8|; 
Rolland,  Cruce,  and  in  other  Places  in  all  the  °£s  v' 
Wards  of  the  City.  They  tampered  with  every 
body  in  the  following  manner ;  with  thofe  of 
the  Chamber  of  Accounts,  by  la  Chapelle  Mar- 
ttau  ;  with  the  Court  of  the  Parliament  by  the 
Prefident  Le  Maitre ;  with  the  Attorneys  thereof, 
by  Le  Clerc  and  Michel,  Attorneys  •,  with  the 
Clerks  of  the  Rolls,  by  Senault  -,  with  the  Ser- 
jeants, by  Le  Lew  •,  with  the  Court  of  Af- 
firmants, by  the  Prefident  de  Nutty,  wifh  the 
Clerks  thereof,  by  Choulier ;  with  the  Ge- 
nerals of  the  Mint,  by  Holland,  The  Sixteen 
had  likewife  tampered  with  the  Serjeants  of 
the  Rod  and  otherp,  as  with  nfioft  part  of  their 
Neighbours  and  Inhabitants  of  their  Wards, 
over  whom  they  had  fome  Influence.  La 
Bruyere  was  to  tamper  with  the  Coimfellors  of 
the  Cbajlelet,  and  Cruce  with  the  Attorneys 
thereof  and  rrioft  part  of  the  University  of 
Paris.  De  Bar  and  Michelet,  with  the  Seafa- 
ring Men  and  Watermen,  which  were  500  in 
Number,  all  perfect  Rakes  ;  Toujfaint  Poccart 
a  Porter,  and  one  Gilbert  a  Seller  of  Hogs 
Heads,  Neat  and  Hogs  Tongues,  &c.  with  all' 
the  Butchers  and  other  fuch  like  Tradefmen  of 
the  City  and  Suburbs  the  Number  whereof  a- 
mounted  then  to  above  1500  Men-,  Louchart 
with  Jockeys,  and  fuch  People  of  the  like  kind, 
to  whom  they  gave  to  underftand  that  if  they 
did  not  provide  themfelves  in  good  time,  the 
Hugonots  would  cut  their  Throats  and  place 
the  King  of  Navarre  upon  the  Throne.  The 
Duke  of  Guife  fent  notice  to  the  Sixteen  that 
it  was  requifite  to  practife  upon  the  beft  Cities' 
of  the  Kingdom,  which  being  approved  by 
them,  they  fent  Ameline  into  the  Provinces  of 
V. III.  Part  II.  Hh  Beatiffe; 
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Henrylll.  Beauffc,     Maine,    Anjou    and  Touraine,    who 

*587-     made  a   prodigious  Number  of  Profelytes   to 

Tus  V?  *"s  Wickednefs  at  Chartres,    Orleans,    Blots, 

Tours  and  feveral  other  Cities. 

They  deliberated  to  feize upon  Bologn,  where 
the  Spanijh  Fleet  might  land  the  Forces  they 
brought  to  their  Afliftance;  and  accordingly  the 
Provoft  Fetus  took  upon  himfelf  to  feize  upon 
one  of  the  Gates  with  50  Archers,  till  the 
Duke  of  Aumale,  who  had  Troops  near  that 
Town  ready  to  march  at  thefirft  warning,  might 
come  to  his  Relief.  But  Nicolas  Poulain  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Provoftfhip  of  the  IJle  of  France, 
who  feigned  to  be  as  zealous  a  Leaguer  as  any 
one  of  them,  being  prefent  at  this  Deliberation, 
gave  notice  immediately  thereof  to  the  King, 
who  wrote  to  the  Lord  of  Bernay  Governour 
of  Bologn,  who  prepared  every  thing  againft  a 
Surprize.  The  Provoft  Vetus  came,  but  was 
arretted  and  brought  Prifoner  into  the  Town 
with  part  of  his  Men,  where  he  remained  for 
above  four  Months.  Aumale  questioning  not 
but  that  Vetus  had  feized  upon  one  of  the  Gates, 
came  to  his  Afliftance;  but  when  he  was  near 
enough  the  Town,  they  fired  the  Cannon  upon 
him  and  obliged  him  to  retire ;  he  fell  by  the 
way  into  an  Ambufh,  and  faw  part  of  his 
Troops  cut  to  pieces  before  his  Face. 

That  Difappointment  difheartned  not  the 
Sixteen  nor  their  Chief  the  Duke  ofGuife,  the 
Rabble  of  their  Party  were  moft  impatient, 
and  burnt  with  an  eager  defire  of  murdering 
and  plundering  ;  they  were  averfe  to  all  Delay, 
being  afraid  left  they  fhould  be  difcovered  and 
puniihed  as  they  delerved  :  They  had  a  mind 
to  begin  with  the  King's  moft  facred  Perfon, 
iome  were  for  falling  upon  him  and  murdering 
him,  but  others  were  for  feizing  him  and  {hut- 
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ting    him  clofe   in   a  Monaftery ;  and   indeed  Henry  I II. 
they  waited  one  Day  for  him   in  St.  Anthony's px ^7: 
Street,  fully    refolved  to  ftop  his  Coach   as  he    jus  y. 
came  from  the  Caftle  of  Vincennes  attended  only 
with  two  Horfemen   and  four  Lackeys.     But 
as    they    were    upon   the    point  of  executing 
their  deteftable  Plot,   their  Hearts  failed  them. 
They  expected  every  day  the  Duke  of  Guife, 
but  in  the  mean  while  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
arrived  from  Guienne  ;  the  Sixteen  waited  upon 
him  at  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  Evening  at  St. 
Dennis*   Houfe,    they   imparted    their    Defigns 
to  him,  and  told  him  that  the  Duke  of  Guife 
had  promifed  to  afTift  them,  but  that  the  De- 
lays were  prejudicial  unto  them,  and  that  they 
might  be  difcovered  by  the  King,  if  not  pre- 
vented in  good  time.    Mayenne  approved  their 
Reafons,    and  promifed   them   his   Afliftance. 
After  that  time  they  took  proper  meafures  for 
feizing  upon  the  Baft  He,  the  Arfenal,  the  great 
and  little  Chafielet,  the  Palace,  the  Temple,  the 
Town  Houfe,  and  the  Louvre  ;  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween them  to  murder  the  Knight  of  the  Watch, 
the  firft  Prejident,  the  Lord   Chancellor,   the 
Attorney  General,  Mefiieurs  De  la  Guefle,  d'Ef- 
feffes  and  feveral  others,  and  to  plunder  their 
Houfes.     But  upon  fome  Difficulties    ftarted 
concerning  the  Execution,  they  altered  their 
Scheme,    and  agreed    upon    B'arricadoes,' 
which  was  thus  :    Every  one  in  his  own  Ward 
was  to  chain  the  Streets,  and  to  put  Hogmeads 
full  of  Earth  for  encumbring  the  Pa'rTage,  and 
as  foon  as  the  Word  mould  be  given  no  body 
mould  be  allowed  to  pafs  but  thofe  who  fhould 
know  it,  and  had  a  certain  Mark,  that  only 
4000  Men  mould  pafs  through  the  Barricadoes, 
for  going  to  the  Louvre  to  deftroy  the  King's 
Guard  ;  and  in  every  other  Place  where  there 
H'h  2  was 
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Henrylll.  was  any  Force  for  his  Majefty,  the  Nobility 
}}*\-  that  fided  with  the  King,  the  Politicians,  and 
"thofe  who  were  fufpected  of  Herefy  ought  to 
be  murdered  all  to  one,  as  well  as  the  King's 
Council  •,  which  done,  they  were  to  cry  in  the 
Streets,  Mass  for  ever,  whereupon  they 
queftioned  not  but  that  all  true  Catholicks 
would  join  with  them.  That  they  mould  feize 
upon  the  Louvre  and  the  King's  Perfon,  which 
they  would  fpare  provided  he  would  promife 
them  not  to  meddle  himfelf  the  leaft  in  the 
World  with  the  Government  for  the  future, 
but  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  abfolutely  governed  by 
a  Council  of  their  own  chufing.  As  to  the  Ar- 
my which  they  expected  from  Spam,  they  in- 
tended to  fend  it  into  Guienne  and  Gafcony 
againft  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Hereticks 
till  they  had  utterly  deftroyed  them  all  to  one. 
In  a  word  every  Member  of  that  execrable 
Body  was  fully  bent  to  murder  and  plunder  as 
much  as  he  could.  The  Plot  was  certainly  to 
be  executed  in  lefs  than  ten  Days,  had  it  not 
been  prevented  by  the  Difcovery  which  the 
above  named  Nicholas  Poulain  made  thereof  to 
the  King,  who  thereupon  commanded  the 
Gates  of  the  City  to  be  more  ftrictly  guarded, 
a  Garrifon  to  be  fent  to  the  great  and  little 
Cbajlelet,  to  the  Arfenal,  the  Bridge  of  St.  Clou, 
Charenton  and  St.  Dennis  -,  he  fent  likewife  for 
more  Troops  into  the  City,  whereat  the  Trai- 
tors were  frightned  out  of  their  Wits,  knowing 
not  by  what  means  or  by  whom  they  had  been 
difcovered. 

Maytnne  feeing  himfelf  difappointed,  was 
bold  enough  to  go  to  the  Louvre  to  pay  his  re- 
fpects  to  the  King  whom  he  had  (ecn  but  once 
fince  his  arrival  from  Guienne,  and  taking  his 
leave  of  his  Majefty,  the  King  laid  to  him,  How 
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fo  Coufin,  do  you  forfake  your  good  Friends  the  Henry  I  If. 
Leaguers?  whereto  he  anfwered,  I  don't  know  p1^:. 
what  your  Majefly  means.     Neverthelefs  he  and    ^  v'x" 

the  Cardinal  of  Guife  his  Brother  had  Jodged  < y~—/ 

fixty  Officers  in  the  Suburbs  of  St.  Germain,  in 
order  to  feize  upon  the  King  at  the  Fair,  his 
Majefty  having  been  invited  to  dine  at  the  Ab- 
by\  but  having  received  notice  thereof  by  Pou- 
lain,  he  went  not  to  the  Abby,  nor  to  the  Fair. 
But  he  fent  thither  the  Duke  of  Efpernon,  who 
was  expofed  to  great  Danger,  and  was  obliged 
to  retire  without  dining. 

The  Duke  of  Guife  having  notice  of  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne's  Attempt,  was  very  angry 
with  the  Leaguers  of  Paris  •,  he  fent  de  Mayne- 
ville  to  expoftulate  with  them  \  he  knew  that . 
the  Pear  was  not  ripe  enough,  and  was  afraid 
left  by  being  over-hafty  they  fnould  fpoil  all. 
However,  at  their  moil  humble  Requeft  he  for- 
gave them,  and  Mayneville  got  of  them  a  gold 
Chain  of  five  hundred  Ducats  value  for  his 
Trouble. 

Though  the  King  had  an  exact  notice  of  all  clxxxix. 
thefe  private  Tranfa&ions  by  the  means  of  Ni-  The  Kings 
choias  Poulain  abovementioned,  neverthelefs  \^utinenefu 
was  as  it  were  bewitched,  and  tho'  he  could 
not  queftion  in  the  leaft  the  Truth  of  the  Re- 
ports, neverthelefs  the  Impudence  of  the  perfi- 
dious and  treacherous  Villequier,  who  afTured 
him  that  he  was  too  much  beloved  by  the 
People  of  Paris,  to  have  any  thing  to  fear  from 
them,  prevailed  fo  far  upon  him  that  he  continued 
to  live  in  a  wonderful  Supinenefs,  debafing  the 
Royal  Majefty,  afiifting  as  ufual  at  his  noctur- 
nal and  diurnal  Proceftions,  playing  as  he 
walked  in  the  Streets  with  aBiLBOQUET,  [which 
is  a  Stick  hollowed  at  both  Ends  with  a  Line,  in 
the  midji  of  which  hangs  a  Bullet  for  Children  to 
Hh  3  flay 


King  of 
Navarre. 
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HenrylH.p/^zv  withal)  wearing  a  Bafket  hanging  to  his 
k8?-     Neck  with  little  Dogs  in  it  no  bigger  than  the 
I  °^s  yX    Fift,  for  getting   or  keeping  of  which  he  laid 
c— -v— -J  out  every  Year  a  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  (y). 
CXC.        Such  were  the  Difpofitions  and  Inclinations 
Precau-     0f  ^&  Leaguers  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year 
m?m* J  1 587. The  Conferences  ofSt.Brix  having  proved 
fruitlefs,  the  King  of  Navarre  thought  proper 
to  fend  his  Deputies  throughout  the  Provinces 
of  France,  to  acquaint  his  Party  with  whatever 
had  been  tranfa&ed  in  the  Conferences,  and  that 
in  order  to  avoid  the  Jealoufies,  and  to   pre- 
vent the  falfe  Insinuations  which    his  Enemies 
could  make  ufe  of  for  cooling  the  Zeal  of  the 
Reformed,  as  if  his  Navarrefe  Majefty   had 
had  a  mind  to   treat   with  the  Court  without 
their  Participation.     At  the  fame  time  he  fent 
to  the  Princes  of  Germany  for  haftening  their 
Auxiliaries  ;  for  their  AmbafTador  having  re- 
ported to  their  Principals   what  Anfwer  the 
Moft  Chriftian  King  had  returned  to  them  laft 
Year,  provoked  thereat,   they  had  refolved  in 
an  Affembly   held   at  Lunehurg,    to    fend  a 
powerful  Succour  to  the  King  of  Navarre  and 
the  Reformed. 
His  Ex~        In  the  mean  while  the  faid  King  of  Navarre 
floits.       £t  out  from  Rochelle  by  the  latter  end  of  A- 
pril  with  fome  pieces  of  Artillery ;  in  his  way 
he  took  Chifay  by  Compofition,  and  Safay  by 
Aflault,    then  St.  Maixant    by   Compofition, 
Fontenay  le  Comte  furrendered   itfelf   at  Dif- 
cretion  after  two  Weeks  Siege ;  Mauleon  was 
taken  by  Efcalado. 
CXCI.    '    The  King  of  France  had  but  three  Armies 
7be  Duke  on  foot  this  Year,  one  in  Poiffou  and  Guienne 
*f)*y~       :  under 

euie'j  Ex- 

ttutions.         (yj  procez  verbal  de  Nicholas  Poiilain.     It  is  alfo  to  be 

found  word  for  word  in  Thuanus,  Tom.  IV.  Lib.  bexxvi. 

p.  168,-175. 
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under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Joyeufe,  Henry  in. 
another  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of    J587; 
Guife    upon   the   Frontiers,    and    another   in   f^s  y' 
Beaufje  wherein  he  commanded  in  Perfon.  The 
firft  having  crofled  the  Loire  with  a  numerous 
Army,  his  Vanguard  was  almort  routed  by  the 
King  of  Navarre,  who  after  having  fent  part 
of  his  Troops  into  Xaintonge  and  another  near 
St.  Maixant,  went  himfelf  to  Rochelle.     Now 
it  happened  that  the  Regiments  of  La  Charbon- 
niere  and  Dejbory  having  been  left  in  Poitou, 
and  making  frequent   Incurfions  upon  the  E- 
nemies,  were  come  to  La  Mothe  St.  Eloy,  where 
they  lodged  without  taking  any  further  Se<    - 
rity  from  the  Governour  of  the  Caftle  than  his 
own  Word :  Therefore  being  unexpectedly  fur- 
rounded  by  Joyeufe's  Army,  they  were  all  to  a 
Man  cut  to  pieces  by  that  General's  Orders  with 
the  greater!:  Cruelties,  notwithstanding  the  In- 
treaties  of  the  feveral  Officers  of  diftinction  of 
the  faid  Army,  who  had  engaged  their  Faith 
and  Honour  to  the  faid  Regiments  that  they 
mould  have  their  Lives  faved.   Colonel  Dejlory 
was  taken  and  kept  Prifoner ;  as  to  La  Char- 
bonniere,  he  was  abfent  from  his  Regiment  at 
that  time.  After  that  fine  Exploit,  Joyeufe  befieg- 
ed  St.  Maixant,  which  after  a  fortnight's  Siege 
was  obliged  to  capitulate ;  but  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation,  thro'  the  Cruelty  of  the  General^ 
were  no  better  kept  than   the  Promifes  made 
to    the   forementioned    two   Regiments,    the 
Town  was  given  up  to  Plunder,  and  the  Sol- 
diers committed  the  greateft  Outrages  againft 
the  poor  Inhabitants  without  diftinction  of  Age 
or  Sex.    The  Reverend  Mr.  Jarriette  Minifter 
of  the  Place  being  taken  as  he  endeavoured  to 
efcape,  was  brought  to  Joyeufe,  who  caufed  him 
to  be  hanged  upon  the  fpot.     From  St.  Maix- 
H  h  4  ant 
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Htxirylll.  ant  that  Qeneral   came   to  Niort,  and   feigned 
'587;    to  have  a  defign  upon  Marans,  but  at  the  In- 
tra V.    ftances  oi  St.  Luc  he  crofled  the   Country  of 
t— . -v— - -« Aulnix  and  battered  Tonnay  Charente,  which  he 
took    by   Compofition.     Then    underttanding 
that  the  Company  of  Horfe   belonging  to  the 
Lord  Dcs  Peuilhes  was   at  Croix    Chappeau,   a 
Place  between  Tonnay  and   Rcchelle,  he   went 
thither  with   the  choiceft  Men  of  his  Army, 
they  made  a  brave  Reiiftance  for  a  time,  but  at 
laft  being  furroundedby  the  Enemy,  and  unable 
to  withftand,  they  furrendered  themfelves  upon 
Terms-,  but  here  aga'mjoyeufe  (hewed  the  little 
Regard  he  had  for  his  Faith  and  Honour,  for 
he  caufcd  them  to  be  ftript  ftark  naked  and 
butchered  in   the  moll  cruel  manner.     Which 
done,  he  returned  to  Tonnay ,  and  hearing  that 
the  King  of  Navarre  was  fet  out  from  Rochelle 
m  order  to  engage  him,  he  went  back  to  Niort, 
the  Prince  of  Conde  retook  Tonnay,  which  was 
faken   again    by  Joyeufe  \    he     took    likewife 
Maillezay,  butdurft  not  attack  Marans,  dread- 
ing the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Prince  of 
Conde   who  had  taken  the  Field  ;  nor  Talmont, 
-becaufe  St.  Stephen,  an    old  brave   experienc'd 
Officer,  had  entered  the  Place  in  order  to  defend 
it.  Now  his  Army  was  in  a  bad  Condition,  the 
fla.gue   made   havock    amongft    his    Troops, 
many  deferted,    and   receiving  Advice  from 
Court  that  he  loft  ground  in  the  King's  Favour, 
he  went  Poft  to  Paris  about  the   middle  of 
Auguft,  Jeaving  his  Army  under   the  Conduct 
of  Lav ar din.   • 
CXCII.   '    But  the  King  of  Navarre  who  watched  the 
The  Knig  £rft  Opportunity,  followed  with  fome  Cavalry, 
^Na     ti  and  purfued  them   (o  brifkly,  that  he  entirely 
the  Rear   r0lJted  three  Companies  of  Horfe  In   the  Rear, 
p/'joyeufc-took  their  Standards  and  made  a  great  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  Prifoners  of  diftinction.     Which  done,  HenryW. 
he  purfued  Lavardin  who  conducted  the  Foot,  pJ'J^'^ 
with  two  Culverines,  and  who  with  great  Dif-    tus  y. 
ficulty  got  into  the  Hague  in  Touraine  where  he  u— y— ^ 
befieged  him  ;  but  having  no  Cannon  to  batter 
the  Walls,  he  defifted,  crofTed  the  Loire,    and 
built  a  Fort  near  Monfereau  beyond  Saumur, 
with  a  Bridge  of  Boats,  waiting  for  the  Troops 
which  the  Count  of  Soijfons  and  the  Lord  of 
Colombieres  were  bringing   to  him   from  Nor- 
mandy, Anjou,  &c. 

The  Count  of  Soijfons  was  youngeft  Brother  CXCIII. 
to  the  Prince  of  Condi.  He  was  a  magnani-~Jj  JjJ* 
mous  Prince,  and  feeing  that  the  Royal  Ma-;vJ^ns 
jefty  was  daily  debafed,  that  the  very  NameA?*^^ 
of  Prince  of  the  Blood  was  become  almoft  con-  Navarre. 
temptible  amongft  People  of  all  Ranks,  that 
on  the  contrary  the  Power  and  Credit  of  the 
Guifes  increafed  every  Day  ;  befides,  con- 
iidering  that  this  War  was  not  kindled  for  Re- 
ligion fake  (he  had  been  brought  up  in  the  Ro- 
man Religion)  but  rather  for  the  Deftruction  of 
the  Royal  Houfe,  he  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  take 
the  King  of  Navarre*s  Party  for  the  Good  and 
Welfare  of  the  Mod  Chiiftian  King  and  the 
Kingdom,  efpecially  being  offered  the  moll 
honourable  Terms  j  for  Abbot  d'Elbene  the 
Manager  of  this  Negociation  for  the  King  of 
Navarre,  gave  him  hopes  of  marrying  that 
Prince's  Sifter.  The  fame  Abbot  had  engaged 
the  Earl  of  Stafford  the  Englifh  Embaflador  at 
the  Court  of  France  to  deliver  to  the  faid  Count 
moft  part  of  the  Money  which  Queen  Eliza- 
beth had  remitted  for  the  neceffary  Ufes  of  the 
Reformed  in  the  prefent  War.  So  then  the 
Count  of  SoiJJons  having  firft  imparted  his  De- 
fign  to  the  Prince  of  Conti  his  Brother,  they  a- 
greed  that  he  mould  immediately  join  the  King 

of 
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Henrylll.of  Navarre  with  the  Levies  he  had  made,  and 
1 587-  that  the  Prince  of  Conti  mould  wait  at  home  till 
tus  V*    tne  cdniihg  of  the  German  Auxiliaries,   whom 

t_,— vt-,_j  hp.  mould  join  with  the  reft  of  the  French 
Troops  he  had  under  his  Command.  Accord- 
ingly Soijjons  begun  his  March  and  was  met  at 
Lude  by  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne,  whom  the 
King  of  Navarre  had  fent  for  that  purpofe  ; 
then  having  crofTed  the  Loire  without  aay  Ob- 
ftacle,  tho5  Joyeufe  was  already  at  Saumur,  he 
was  received  by  the  faid  King  and  the  Nobility 
that  were  with  him,  with  all  poflible  De- 
monftrations  of  Joy,  and  having  joined  their 
Forces  together,  they  marched  to  Louduny  with- 
out any  Opposition  from  Joyeufe  •,  from  Lou- 
dun  they  came  into  Xaintonge,  from  whence 
the  faid  King  fent  the  Vifcount  of  'Turenne  to 
Rochelle  to  bring  from  thence  the  Artillery.  His 
Defign  was  to  go  and  meet  the  German  Auxi- 
liaries, after  having  received  a  new  Supply  of 
Troops,  which  he  expected  from  Gafcony ;  but 
the  fudden  Arrival  of  Joyeufe  with  an  Army 
ftronger  than  the  former,  obliged  him  to  alter 
his  Scheme. 

CXCIV.      That  General  was  come  from  Saumur  to  Lou~ 

"Battle  of  ^un^  from  whence  he  marched  by  great  Jour- 
neys through  the  Angoumois  into  the  Perigord, 
in  order  to  meet  the  King  of  Navarre  and  op- 
pofe  his  crofling  the  Droune.  That  Prince 
being  fet  out  from  Rochelle  was  come  to  Pons 
in  Xaintonge,  where  having  aflembled  his  Forces 
lie  came  in  all  hafte  into  Perigord  to  be  before- 
hand with  Joyeufe. 

That  Favourite  who  was  at  Barbejieux, 
fent  a  Troop  of  Albanois  to  Coutras  in  or- 
der to  feize  that  Place  •,  the  King  ;of  Navarre 
had  fent  likewife  Claude  la  Trtmouille  Duke 
of  Thouars,  with  the  fame  Defign,  who  being 

arrived 
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arrived,   he  diflodged  the  former,    and  took  Henrylll. 
Lodgment  for  the  Anriv  ;  fo  that  the  Duke     I587- 
of  Joyeufe,   who  had   followed    the  Albanois   °^s  y  " 
with  all  his  Forces,  was  obliged  to  retire  to 
Rocbe-Chalais,  and  there  to  continue  all  Night 
long.     The  next  Morning,  the  20th  of  OBo- 
ber,  the  King  of  Navarre  underftanding  that 
Joyeufe  was  come  and  had  put  his  Army  in 
Array,  he  did  the  fame,  and  divided  his  Ca- 
valry in  four  Squadrons  ;  one  under  his  Com- 
mand,   another  under  the  Prince  of  Conde's 
at  his  Right,   the  third  under  the  Count  of 
Soijfons's  at   his  Left,   and  the  fourth  under 
the  Vifcount  of  Turenne.     I  mail  not  give  any 
further  Defcription  of  this  Battle  ;  I  mall  ob- 
ferve  only,  Firft,  That  the  Royal  Army  was 
of  about  12000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot;  and 
the  King  of  Navarre's  of  6500  Men,  Horfe 
and  Foot ;  the  firft  was  compofed  for  the  mcft 
Part  of  young  Nobility  and  Gentry,  but  truly 
Voluntiers,    raw,    undifciplin'd    young  Cour- 
tiers, that  followed  only  their  Heat,  and  could 
not  fubmit   themfelves   to    any  Rule  of  the 
military  Difcipline  -,  the  General  himfelf  had  but 
very  little  Experience,  puffed  up  with  Pride, 
and  led  by  a  blind  Zeal  for  the  League^  and 
his  own  Religion.     The  other  was  compofed 
of  the  choice  Men  of  the  Party,  the  Rem- 
nants of  the  Battles  of  Jarnac,    and  Mont- 
contour,  Men  inured  to  the  Labours  and  Fa- 
tigues of  the  War,   under  the  Command  of 
three  Princes  of  the  Blood,  the  firft  whereof 
was  well-beloved  for  his  amiable  Qualifica- 
tions,   obeyed,    and   revered   as  Presumptive 
Heir  of  the  Crown.    Secondly,  The  Orders 
for  the  Battle  being  given,  the  King  of  Na- 
varre called  for  all  the  chief  Officers  of  his 
Army,  and  from  a  rifing  Ground  he  exhorted 

them' 
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Henry  III.  them  in  few  Words,  but  very  well  becoming 
Pole's'    ^s   high   Quality,    and    fuitable    to  the  pre- 
tus  V.    fent   Circumftances;    calling    God.  to  witnefs, 
that   he  did  not  fight   againft   his   King,   but 
tor  the  Defence  of  his  own   Religion  and  of 
his  own  Right.    Then  directing  his  Speech  to 
the    two   Princes   of    the   Blood,    Conde   and 
Soijfons,  I  Jhall  tell  you  nothing  elfe,  fays  he, 
but   that   you  are  of  the  Hoitfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  by  the  help  of  God,  I  willjhew  you  this  Day, 
that  I  am  your  Eldeji.     Thirdly,    The  Revd. 
Mr.  de  Chandieu   having  remonftrated  to  his 
NavarrefeM.d.)e{iy  that  he  had  heavily  offended 
and  fcandalized  his  Church,   by  devouring  the 
Daughter  of  a  Magiftrate  at  Rochelle,  whereby 
the    whole  Family  was  difhonoured  ;  and  that 
he  could  not  expect  that  God  mould  favour 
his  Arms,  if  before  all  he  did  not  aik  Pardon 
for   his  Offence,  make   Amends   for  it,    and 
reftore  that  Family  to  its   former  Honour  as 
much  as  poffible.     The  King  having  humbly 
hearkened   to  thefe  Remonftrances,  fell  down 
upon   his  Knees,  alking  God  Almighty's  Par- 
don,  defiling  all  the  Afliftants   to  bear  wit- 
nefs  to  his   Repentance,    and    to    affure    the 
Girl's  Father,  that  if  God  preferved  him,  he 
would  give  him  all  proper  Satisfaction.     What 
was  more  admirable,  or  Cbandieu's  Afiurances, 
or  the  King's  Humility  ?  True  it  is,   that  be- 
ing fo  good  a  Politician,  understanding  very 
well  his  own  Intereft,  he  knew  perfectly  well, 
that  fuch  a  Step  was  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
preferving    the  Love    and   Affection   of   the 
Rocbellefe,  and  efpecially  of  his  Troops  in  the 
prefent  Juncture.    Nay,  he  went  much  further 
afterwards,    for  he  did  publick  Penance  for 
the  fame  in  one  of  the  Churches  of  Rochelle  • 
upon    a  Sunday,  during  the  Time  of  Divine 

Service 
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Service  (z).     Fourthly,  His  Valour  and  great  Henrylll. 
Courage   appeared  plainly   in   that  Day-,  he     I587- 
had   put  upon   his   Salade   a  Plume  of  white  t^ya" 
Feathers,  not  only   becaufe  he  liked  beft  that ' 
Colour,  but  efpecially  that  he  might  be  more 
remarkable  ;    therefore  fome  of  his   Servants 
having  put    themfelves   before  him,    for   de- 
fending  and    covering  his    Perfon,    he  cried 
unto  them,    dfide,    ajide,    don't  eclipfe   me,    I 
*want  to  be  feen.     He  broke  through  the  firft 
Files  of  the  Enemy,  and  took  himfelf  feveral 
Prifoners  -,    nay,    he  took  by  the  Neck,    one 
Chateau- Regnard  a  Cornet  of  a  Company   of 
Gendarmes,    faying  unto  him,  Surrender 
thou  Philistine!    Having  got   the  Day, 
fome  having  feen  the  Run-a-ways  who  halted, 
miftook  them  for  another  Army  of  the  Mar- 
fhal  of  Matignon,    wherewith   he  acquainted 
the    King    of   Navarre,    who    received    that 
News  as  a   frefh  Subject  of  Glory,  and  faid 
to    the  Officers   that    flood  by   him,   (Comey 
my  Friends,   it  will  be  what  has  never  been  feen 
before,    two  Battles  in  a  Bay.     Fifthly,  The 
Enemy's  Army    was   intirely   routed    and  cut 
to  pieces,  th^y  loft  5000  Men,  amongft  whom 
v/ere  400   Officers  or  Noblemen,  all  the  Ar- 
tillery,    Baggage,    Enfigns,    and    Standards; 
all  the  Officers,  two  or  three  excepted,  were 
killed  or  taken  Prifoners,  the  Duke  of  Joyeufi 

and 

(z)  Thuan.  Lib.  87.  Perefixe,  pag.  88.  But  neither  o^ 
them  fay  that  he  did  Penance  at  Rockelle,  we  have  that  Ac- 
count from  Du  PleJJii's  Biographer,  who  differs  too  from 
the  two  other?,  in  thefe  two  Particulars:  Firft,  he  fays  that 
Du  PleJJis  was  the  Man  who  gave  the  King  the  firft.  Hint 
to  do  Penance ;  Secondly,  That  he  did  it  for  the  firft 
Time,  not  at  the  Head  of  his  Army,  but  in  the  Church 
of  Pons,  and  that  the  Revd.  Mr.  Dt  Chandieu,  preached 
an  excellent  Seimon  fuitable  to  the  Occafion.  He  adds,  that 
when  he  did  Penance  at  Paddle  the  Revd,  Mr.  De 
h.  louche  preached  the  Sermon. 


47  3    Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vo  l  .  III. 
He'nfylll.  and  his  Brother  St.  Sauveur   were  found   a- 
lSs7:    mongft  the  Slain  in  the  Field.     Sixthly,  The 
tus  v!*  Moderation    and   Clemency  of  the  King   of 
Navarre  on  this  Occafion,  cannot  be  fuffici- 
ently  exprefled  nor  admired;  being  come  back 
tb   Coutras  in  the  Evening  to  refrem  himfelf, 
he   found    his   Houfe   full  of  Prifoners   and 
Wounded,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  go  into 
du  Plcffis's  Apartment,  ordering  his  Cover  to- 
be  laid  there  ;  but  the  Corpfe  of  Joyeufe  lying 
upon  the  Table  in  the  fame  Room,  he  was 
obliged  to  come  up  one  Pair  of  Stairs.    During 
his  Supper,  the  Prifoners  of  moft  Diftinction 
Were   brought  before  him,  together  with   56 
Enfigns,    and   22    Cornets.     Far   from   being 
puffed  up  with  his  Victory,  he  comforted  the  J 
Prifoners,  feveral  of  whom  he  releafed  with- 
out Ranfom,  took  great  Care  of  the  Wounded, 
and   delivered    the   Corpfe  of  Joyeufe  to  the 
Vifcount  of  Turenne,    who  fent  it    to  Paris,' 
where  it  was  honoured    with  Royal   Funerals 
by  the  King's   Orders.     That  Lord   was  one 
of  the  moft  embittered  Enemies  the  King  of 
Navarre  had,   he  had  obtained  of  the  Pope 
the  Forfeiture  of  all  that  Prince's  Dominions, 
flattering  himfelf  that  this  Battle  would  certainly 
put  him  in  PorTeffion  thereof,  being  pofitive  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  the  King  of  Navarre  to  ef- 
capefrom  his  Hands ;  the  Event  proved  quite  the 
Reverfe,  and  the  Soldiers  of  the  Reformed  Ar-  j 
my  having  frefh.  in  their  Memory,  what  Treat-'  | 
ment  their  Brethren  had  received  of  that  per-  j 
fidious  and   cruel  General,    did  not  forget   to  i 
excite  one  another  to  Revenge,  faying  one  to  | 
another,    during    the  Heat    of   the    Action,  { 
Remember     the    late    Butchery     of  i 
la   Motte  St.  Eloy.      Sixthly,    Pafquier  \ 
fays    that  this  Misfortune   was    afcribed    by  i 

fome,  j 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  F ran ce.      479 
fome,  to  Joyeufe's  Temerity,  who  infifted  ob-  HenrylJL 
ftinately  upon  giving  the  Enemy  Battle,  againft  p15??' 
the  Opinion  of  the  mod  experienced  Officers  of    \as  y" 
his  Army  *,  by  others,  that  he  had  the  King's 
pofitive  Orders   to  engage  at  any  rate,  as  foon 
as  an  Opportunity  mould   offer  itfelf;    fome 
others,  that  thinking  to  be  out  of  Favour,  he 
chofe  to  die   rather  than  to  out-live  his  Dif- 
grace ;  others  afcribed  it  to  a  particular  Judg- 
ment of  God  upon  him,  for  fo  many  Cruelties 
and  perfidious  Acls  by  him  or  at  his  Com- 
mand committed,  whenever,   and  wherever  he 
had  been    the  Strongeft  -f .     Seventhly,    The 
Lofs  on  the  Reformed  Side  was  very  incon- 
fiderable,  amounting  not  to  30  Men,  amongft 
whom  were  found  no  Perfon  of  any  Note,  few 
were  wounded.  Indeed,  the  Fruits  reap'd  from 
this  great  Victory,  were  but  very  fmall  and 
indifferent ;  but  I  am  much  furprized  to  find 
fo  many  Hiftorians,  fome  of  them  of  no  lefs 
Note   than  Mezeray,  who  afcribe   the  Fault 
thereof  to  the  King  of  Navarre's  Paflion  for 
the  fair   Countefs   of  la  Guiche  \  and  what  is 
more  furprifing  is,  that  Bayle  himfelf  has  given 
an  intire  Credit  to  that  Hiftorian,  who  had 
copied  after  fome  other  of  a  lefTer  Capacity 
than  himfelf:  Bayle,   I  fay,   always  ready  to 
take  Advantage    of  every    thing    that  may 
tickle  his  Fancy,  has  copied  Mezeray,  rather 
than   du  Pleffis's  Biographer,    whom   he   had 
quoted  juft  before,  upon  account  of  the  King 
of  Navarre's  doing  Penance.    Had  he  been  at 
the  Trouble  of  Reading  only  juft  the  two  next 
Pages,  he  would  have  feen  that  that  Prince  was 
under  an  abfolute  Impofiibility  to  improve  his 
Victory,    becaufe  he  was  not  Matter  of  his 
Troops.  The  Day  before  the  Battle,  the  Prince 

of 
•f  Pafquier  his  Letters,  Tom.  I.    Lib,  XI.  p.  710,  711 . 
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Henrylll.of  Conde,  who  was  at  Mtmgyon,  fent  him  Word 
Pole  Six-   that  the  NobiIity  and  Gentry  of  Pcitou,  Xain- 
tus  V.    tonge  and  Angoumois  were  refolved  to  go  home, 
to  prepare  themlelves  for  going   to  meet   the 
German  Auxiliaries  that  were  already   entered 
the  Kingdom  :  Whereupon,  that  Prince  by  his 
moft  earneft  Intreaties  obliged  them  to  follow 
him   to  the  River  Drogne^   upon  Promife  that 
they  mould  not  crofs  it :  Neverthelefs  they  did 
more  than  they  had  promifed,  and  feeing  that 
it  was  in  earneft,  they  crofTed  the  River   and 
performed   their   Duty   with    great   Zeal   and 
Courage  on  the  Day  of  Battle.  But  immediately 
after  the  Battle,  it  was  not   pofTible   to  keep 
them  any  longer,  they  infifted  upon  their  Bar- 
gain,  and  the  King  of  Navarre  faw  himfelf  for- 
ced to  give  them  Leave  to  go  to   their  own 
Houfes  ;  upon   Promife  however,    that   they 
would  meet  again  his  Majefly,   in  St.  Aulaie's 
Commons    on   the   20th  of  November.     The 
Troops  of  Guyenne  likewife  had  been  lent  only 
for  three  Weeks,  and  neverthelefs  they   had 
been   detained  fix  Weeks  longer  ;  fo  after  the 
Battle  they  did  infift  upon  their  Return,  as  thofe 
of  Poitou,    &c.    and    could    not    be    refufed. 
There   remained  only  the  Troops   levyed  be- 
yond the  Loire,  which  were  to  be  employed 
by   Mr.  De  Turenne,  at   the  Siege  of  Sarlat  y 
therefore  the  King   of  Navarre    was  not  in 
a  Capacity  of  undertaking  any   thing  of  Mo- 
ment, with  fo  fmall  a  Number  of  Troops  ; 
and  indeed  fuch  Hiftorians  and  Criticks  who 
follow   their  own  Imagination,   inflead  of  in- 
quiring into  the  Nature   of  Things   and  the 
true   Circumftances,  are  much  to  be  blamed. 
{a)  His  Navarrefe    Majefly   came   to  Nerac, 

attended 
[a)  Mezeray,   Partie  III.    Tome  V.    p.  308.    Bayle's 
Di&.  Art.  Henry  IV.  Vie  de  Du  Pleffis.  Liv.  I.  pag.  1C9, 
x  10,  in.    His  Memoirs  Tom.  I. 
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attended  with  his  Houmold   and  a   few  others,  Henrylfli 
then  he  proceeded    into  Beam  with  the  Count  _  lS*%. 
of  Soijfons  and  payed  a  Vifit  to  his  Sifter  at  Pan.    jus  y. 
He  font  an  Envoy  to  his  Moft:  Chriftian  Maje-  ^ — y— » j 
fty,  intreating  him  in  the  moft  fubmhTive  Man- 
ner to  grant  Peace  to  his  moft  faithful  Subjects 
of  the  Reformed  Religion.     But  that  miferabJe 
Prince  was    fo  far  bewitched  by  his   corrupted 
Counfcllors,  the  vile  Slaves  of  the  League,  that 
he  refufed  to  give  Audience  to  that  Envoy. 

While  the  King  of  Navarre  was  in  Beam  he    CXCV. 
receiv'd  the  News  of  the  German  Army's  Rout.  ''Thc  duxi* 
We  have  faid  above  that  the  German  Embafla-  "ary-4r* 
dors  being  returned  home  -aft  Year,  their  Prin-  " 
cipals  had  been  fo  much  provoked  at  the  King's 
Anfwer,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  in  an  Af- 
fembly  held  at  Luncbourg  to  fet  on  foot  a  nume* 
rous  Army  to  be  fent  to  the  Relief  of  the  King  of 
Navarre ;  that  Scheme  was  fo  eagerly  purfued 
and  executed,  that  in  a  little  time,  they  had  an 
Army  of  about  30000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot, 
with    all   their  Accoutrements :    never  a   finer 
Army  carne  out  of  Germany  and  Switzerland* 
and  had  they  had  a  Chief  adorned  with  all  the 
requisite  Qualifications,  very  likely  they  would 
have  been  able  to  fubdue  the  Leaguers  and  all 
their  factious  Gang,  nay,  they  would  have  been 
able  to  bring  the  King  himfelf  to  their  Terms. 
But 

Qyos  Jupiter  perdere  vult,  prius 

DEMENTAT. 

An  Apple  was  put  inftead  of  a  Head  upon  a 
Body  of  fuch  Bulk.  Prince  Cajimir*  defigned 
to  command  thefe  Forces,  declined  that  Charge, 
I  don't  know  precifely  for  what  Reaibn,  and  the 
Baron  of  Donah,  one  of  his  Domefticks  ;  was 
put  in  his  ftead,  an  honeft  Man  indeed,  wife 
and  courageous  considered  in  his  private  Capa- 
V.  III.  Pa*t  II.  li  city, 
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Kenrylll  city,  but  wanting  Experience,  and  not  having 
P*$Z'     the  Credit  and  Authority  requisite  to  command 
tas  V,    R-efpe&   and  Obedience,  each  Colonel   thought 
Vr— v— — <  himfelf  as  good   as  the  General,  no  Harmony 
in  the  Council  of  War,  frequent  Mutinies  a- 
mengft  the  Troops  ;  no  wonder  if  they  ended 
fo  miferably,  having  begun  with  fo  little  Pru- 
dence and  Management. 

That  Army,  according  to  Orders,  was  re- 
CXCYI.  viewed  near  Strafbgurg  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  y 
*  G4T  there  were  8000  German  Horfe  under  the  Com- 
wmrcbitSa  mand  of  three  Colonels,  Boucq,  Bernsdorff  and 
France.  Dommartin,  Colonel  Schrogeln  commanded  a 
Regiment  of  Foot.  The  Proteftant  Cantons  of' 
Switzerland  had  fent  20opq  Foot  under  the 
Command  of  Mr.  Be  Clervant,  fo  many  times 
mentioned  before,  who  fent  4000  of  them  into 
Dauphine,  which  were  routed  by D*Efpernon  and 
La  Valette  his  Brother.  Befides  the  Baron  of 
'Donah,  Prince  Cafimir  had  joined  to  him  fome 
other  General  Officers,  who  did  not  agree  toge- 
ther, and  had  named  one  Michael  de  la  Hu- 
guiere,  formerly  a  School- Mafter  at  Paris,  to 
be  Interpreter  and  Agent  of  that  Army,  a  Man 
of  an  intolerable  Impudence,  bribed  by  the 
Puke  of  Lcrainy  with  whom  he  kept  a  fecret 
£orrefpondence,  and  fent  him  Notice  of  the 
Refolutions  taken  in  the  Council  of  War.  As 
foon  as  the  Duke  of  Bouillon,  whom  the  King 
of  Navarre  had  nominated  his  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral in  that  Army,  had  Notice  of  its  March, 
he  fet  out  from  Sedan  with  the  Count  of  la 
Mark  his  Brother,  and  2000  French  Foot,  with 
300  Horfe.  But  having  joined  the  Army,  he 
faw  himfelf  obliged  to  yield  to  the  Baron  of 
Donah,  who  was  older  than  himfelf,  and  had 
in  his  Power  the  main  Force  thereof  -,  he  was 
attended  by  feveral  of  t.he  French  Reformed 

Nobility, 
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Nobility,   brave  Officers  of  great  Experience,  Henryllf. 
but   whofe  Counfels  were  not    hearkened   t°-p\[S7c- 
Emperor  Rodolph  at  the  In  (ligation  of  Philip    tus  y 
King  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Lorain  Princes,  fent 
Orders  to  Baron  of  Donah  to  difband  the  Army 
under  his  Command,   as  having   been  raifed 
without  his  Leave  ;  but  the  Baron  anfwered 
very  pertly,  and  did  not  obey  fuch  a  ridiculous 
Order. 

The  Duke  of  Lorain  understanding  that  this 
Army  was  ready  to  enter  his  Dominions,  put 
himfelf  the  bed  he  could  in  a  Pofture  of  De- 
fence. The  Moft  Chriftian  King,  tho'  intirely 
abhorring  that  War,  thought  however  requifite, 
in  order  to  remove  the  ill  Opinion  People  had 
conceived  of  him  by  the  means  of  Preachers 
and  other  Guijian  Emiflaries,  to  aflemble  his 
Troops  ;  and  being  gone  to  Meaux,  he  publifhed 
an  Edic*l  on  the  23d  of  June,  ordering  the  Re- 
giments of  Horfe,  which  were  named  therein, 
to  repair  to  Chaimont  in  the  Vexinc,  by  the  20th 
of  July,  and  the  reft  at  Gien  and  St.  Florent 
upon  the  Loire,  by  the  ift  of  Auguft.  He  di- 
vided all  his  Forces  into  two  Bodies,  one  where- 
of was  to  be  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke 
of  Guife,  which  was  compofed  of  twenty  Troops 
of  Horfe,  and  four  Regiments  of  Foot.  The 
other  was  to  be  commanded  by  the  King  him- 
felf. The  Duke  of  Guife  arrived  at  Meaux  at 
the  fame  Time  to  fee  the  King,  by  the  Inter- 
vention of  the  Queen-Mother,  who  had  kindled 
that  War.  who  entertained  it,  and  defired  earn- 
eftly  to  fee  it  managed  and  perfected  by  the 
Duke  of  Guife.  And  in  the  Conference  the  faid 
Duke  had  with  the  King,  it  was  publickly  treat- 
ed of  the  Operations  of  the  Campaign  ;  but  in 
fecret  the  King  infinuated  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  find  ways  and  means  for  making  a  lafting 
I  i  2  Peace  5 
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Henrylll.  Peace;  which  the  Duke  anfwered,  that  he  could 
p  I    Six-  determme  nothing  upon   that  Point,    without 
tus  V.      confulting  firft  his  own  Relations,   Friends  and 
Allies,   that  he  would  nor  ought  not  to  be   of 
another  Opinion   than  theirs.     The  King  was 
deeply  affected  with  this  the  Duke's  impudent 
Anfwer,  and  fo  much  the  more,  becaule  the 
Qneen  and  the  corrupted  Counfellors  had  given 
Hopes  to  his  Majefty,  that  that  Man  would  be 
brought  to  Moderation,  did  his  Majefty  vouch- 
fafe  to  ?dmit  him  to  a  Conference.  This,  Tbua- 
tius    had  from   Claude  de  la  Chatre's    printed 
Relation  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Expedition  un- 
dertaken  againft  the  Germans  -,  he  was  a   hot 
Leaguer,  and    one   of  their  principal    Chiefs. 
However,   the  King  began  to  dread  more  the 
Attempts  of  the  Guifes,  than  all  the  Efforts  of 
the  Germans,  and  did  not  give   in   time  the 
Troops  he  had  promifed  to  that  Duke  •,  who 
knowing  the  Reafons  of  thofe  affected  Delays, 
wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  Governor  of  the 
Low  Countries,  who  fent  to  his  Affiftance  300 
Horfe,  he  received  a  like  Number  from  Balagny 
Governor  of  Cambray  -,  with   thefe  Forces,  at 
the  Duke  of  Lorain's  Intreaties,  he  fet  cut,  and 
arrived  at  Nancy  on  the  27th  of  Augufi. 

The  German  Army  had  already  penetrated 
into  Lorain, and  had  been  joined  by  fome  French 
Troops  under  the  Command  of  de  Vauldray, 
Lord  of  Mouy.  A  Defcription  of  their  Opera- 
tions, March  and  Countermarch,  is  not  in 
jny  Province  •,  I  fhall  obferve  only,  that  after 
having  ranfacked  and  plundered  that  Country 
for  a  Month  together,  they  refolved  to  pafs 
the  Loire  without  any  regard  at  all  to  the  In- 
treaties of  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  and  other 
French  Reformed  Chiefs.  They  fojourned  ten 
•  Days  in  the  Bqffigny^  from  whence  they  march- 
S  ed 
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ed  to  the  Fountains  of  the  Seine,  which  they  -Henrylll. 
crofted  beyond  Cbatillon  and  the  River  Tonne  pA  "fa- 
st Mailly\  they  refufed  to  crofs  the  Loire  at     tus  V. 
the  Ford  of  Neuvy,  tho'  the  King  of  Navarre  *- — y*- -J 
had  defired  them  barneflily  to  do  it,  and  it  was 
very  eafy  for  them,  the  Waters  being  very  low  ; 
they  chofe  to  march   into  Beaujfe,  where  they 
ftiight   more  eafily  gratify  their  Gluttony  and 
Rapacioufnefs. 

What  a  fad  Condition  was  now  that  of  the 
Kingdom,  devoured  by  {tven  Armies  all'  at 
once !  The  Duke  of  Joyeufe  had  one,  (this  was 
fame  Weeks  before  the  Battle  of  Coutras)  in 
Guienne,  the  King  of  Navarre  another  in  the 
fame  Province  ;  Matignon  a  third  in  Poitou  ; 
Montmorancy  a  fourth  in  Languedoc ;  Les  Di- 
guieres  a  fifth  in  Daupbine;  the  Duke  of  Guife 
a  lixth  In  Champaign  •,  the  King  had  his  own 
upon  the  Loire  compofed  of  8000  Horfe,  French 
and  Germany  10000  French  Foot,  and  8000 
Switzers :  Bcfides  that,  the  Duke  of  Aumale 
had  a  Body  of"  Troops  in  Picardy,  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne  another  in  Burgundy,  and  the 
Prince  of  Conty  was  affembling  Troops  in 
Anjou  and  Maine,  for  the  King  of  Navarre's 
Service. 

The  Victory  of  Coutras  caufed  no  great  A\- They  are 
teration  in  that  Grand  Army's  Conduct,  they  routed  and 
were  already  tired   with   their  long  Marches,-^0'0 
and  were  forry   for  that  the  King  of  Navarre 
was  not  come,  immediately  after,  to  meet  them  ; 
but   it    was  none  of  his  Fault.     The  Reijiers 
mutinied  frequently :     They   were    routed   at 
Auneau,  by  the  Duke  of  Guife,  they  loft  2000 
Men  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  all  their  Baggage  ; 
Baron  ol  Donah  efcaped  with  nine  others.    The 
S-uitzers  of  that  Army  treated  with  the  Duke 
of  Efpernon,  and  retired  into  their  own  Coun- 

1  i  3  try* 
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Henrylll-try,  in  Confederation  of  the  Sum  of  four  hun- 
p  l$p\  dred  thoufand  Crowns  paid  unto  them;  the 
£sS  v.    Duke  of  Bouillon  and  Monfieur  de  Clervant  fol- 
u-*«y-— '  lowed  them,  and  died  both  at  Geneva  Coon  af- 
ter, fome  fay  of  Poifon,  others   with  Grief: 
However,  the  Count  of  Chaiillon  refufed  to  be 
comprifed  in  that  Treaty,  and  retired  with  his 
Troops  into  JLanguedoc,  having  beaten  in  his 
way  Mandelot  Governor  of  Lyons,  who  endea- 
voured to  oppofe  his  PafTage. 

The  Remnants  of  the  Reijiers,  and  other 
German  Troops,  were  glad  to  obtain  the  King's 
Pafs  for  retiring  into  their  own  Country,  but 
many  perifhed  upon  the  Roads  with  Fatigue, 
Sicknefs  and  other  Misfortunes.  Such  was  the 
Fate  of  that  great  Army,  which  feemed  at  firft 
able  to  abforb  the  whole  Kingdom,  they  ruined 
tbtefnfelves,  they  ranfacked  the  Countries  thro* 
which  they  palled,  without  performing  any 
thing  of  the  whole  Defign  for  which  they  had 
been  fent  for  (b). 

The  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  Reformed 
Party  were  much  affe&ed  with  the  News  of 
that  Rout.     Through  an  old  Error,  they  had 
conceived   great   hopes    that  fuch   an   Army 
would  procure  them  great  Advantages  and  put 
them  into  a  Condition  of  bringing  their  Ene- 
mies to  their  Terms  ;  not  corifidering  enough, 
that  the  Arm  of  Flefti  is  but  Vanity,   when  a 
Caufe,  wherein  God  Almighty  is  concerned,  is 
CXCVII.  in  queftion.     Du  Pleffis,  who  had  thought  al- 
A  General  wayS  that  qq£  WOuld  not  profper  fuch  Means 
Affemhh    whereupon  they   trufted  too  much,    put  his 
of  the  Re-  Head  upon  finding  fome  proper  Remedy,  and 
formed      agreed  with  the  Vifcount  of  Turenne,  that  it 
upon         was  absolutely  requisite  in  the  prefent  J  uncture, 
•    '  to 

(b)  Thvan.  lib  l.xxxvii.  Memoirs  delaLigue,  Tom.  II 
^ag.  333.-577. 
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fa  hold  a  General  Political  Aflerribly  of  all  theHenryj.il. 
Reformed  Churches  in  the  Kingdom.   At  firft   D  *$  «?.' 
the  King  of  Navarre  rejected  that  Proportion,    fus  y. 
becaufe  he  was  fenfible  of  the  many  Complaints  <— y— J 
that  might  be  brought  againft  his  Conduct  and 
the  general  Adminiftration  of  Affairs  %  but  be- 
ing perfi!aded  by  du  Plejjis\  at  laft  he  confented 
to  the  holding  of  it,  which  however  could  not 
be  executed  till  the  next  OBober,   1588  (c). 

During  the  whole  Courfe  of  this  Year.;   thecxcvm. 
brave  and  generous  Les  Diguieres  performed LesTtigui- 
Wonders  in  Dauphine,  he  took  feveral  CaftleSeres/V*V*" 
and  Towns,  and  Montelimar  having  been  fur-  Dauphin! 
prized  by  the  Catholicks  on  the  16th  of  Au- 
gufi^  headed  by  the  Count  of  la  Suze.,  was  re- 
taken by  Les  Diguieres's  Lieutenants,  on  the 
19th;  they  had  but  1200  Men  againft  above 
$000  ftrongly  retrenched  in  th%  Town,  having 
three  Pieces  of  Cannon  at  their  Front  ;  never- 
thelefs,  the  Catholicks  loft   in   that  Day  more 
than  2000  killed  upon  the  fpot,  amongft  whom 
were  the  Count  of  la  Suze^  many  taken   Pri- 
foners,  feveral  wounded,  and  very  few  efcaped 
fafe  (d). 

Now  we  begin  the  moft  memorable  Year  of  158$. 
1588,  memorable  for  the  Greatnefs  as  well  as 
for  the  Multiplicity  of  the  Events,  fuch  as 
the  Decifions  of  the  Sorbonifis  againft  Kings  j 
the  new  Articles  of  the  Leaguers  impofed  upon 
King  Henry  ;  the  Prince  of  Condi's  Death,  be- 
ing poifoned  ;  the  moft  outrageous  Rebellion 
of  the  Parifians^  which  forced  the  King  to  fteal 
out  from  Paris  ;  the  Invincible  Armada  de- 
ftroyed  ;  the  General  Eftates  alTembled  at  Alois? 
their  violent  Proceedings  fupported  by  the 
I  i  4  Duke 


(c)  Vie  de  Mr.  du  PleJJis  Mornay,  Liv.  i.  pag.  1 1  z, 
113.  (d)  Vide  la  Vie  du  Connetable  dt  ks  Diguieres, 
lit.  z.  ch.  12.  liv.  iii.  ch,  1,  z,  %, 
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Henry  I II.  Duke  of  Guife -,  the  faid  Duke  and  the  Cardinal 
P  L  s:  -  ^'1S  Brother  murdered  by  the  King's  Command  ; 

tL)S  v.    the  Political  AfTembly  of  the  Reformed  at  Ro- 

%——v~—Jihel!e,  and  their  Proceedings-,    I  fh  all  give    a 

mort   Account  of  all   thefe  Tranfaclions   and 

Events. 

CXCIW       In  the  preceding  Month  of  December ,  there 

The  Sox-    hacj  been  an  AfTembly  of  Sorbonifts,  held  fecretly 

°rU     e~ at  Paris,  who  were  fo  bold  as  to  decide,  That 

cijion  <x-  _  ' 

&u'nji  when  a  Prince  is  not  qualified  fuch  as  he  ought 
Kings.  to  be,  he  might  be  jujlly  deprived  of  the  .Govern- 
ment, as  Tutors  are  deprived  of  their  A<hninifira- 
tion,  when  they  do  abufe  their  Truft.  The  King 
being  informed,  fent  for  the  whole  Faculty  of 
Pivinity  to  the  Louvre,  in  Prefence  of  the  Par- 
liament, at  the  beginning  of  January,  but  in- 
ftead  of  punching  them  as  they  deferved,  he 
was  contented  with  reproving  and  rebuking  the 
hotted  Leaguers  amongft  them,  and  difmifTed 
fhem  fafe. 
cc  About  the  beginning  of  February,  Chnrles 

Jjfembly  Duke  of  Lorain,  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  other 
at  Nancy.  Chiefs  of  the  League  held  an  AfTembly  at  Nan- 
cy, wherein  amongft  other  Things  they  agreed 
%o  require  the  King  to  adhere  more  openly 
and  without  any  further  Tergiverfation  to  their 
Party,  for  which  End  they  tendered  to  his  Ma- 
jelry  the  following  Articles,  to  be  confented  to 
by  him.  Firft,  To  remove  from  his  Prefence 
and  from  ail  publick  Employment,  Charge  or 
Office,  thofe  which  mail  be  named  by  them. 
Secondly,  To  caufe  the  Council  of  Trent  to  be 
publifhed  and  received  in  all  his  Dominions  ', 
fuperfeding  however  the  Execution  thereof  for 
fome  Time,,  as  to  thofe  things  only  which  might 
.concern  the  Exemptions  of  Collegiate  Churches, 
Abbies  and  other  Churches.  Thirdly,  To  fet- 
tle the  Holy  Inquifition  Office,  at   leal!   in   the 

beft 
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befl:  Cities  of  the  Kingdom,  that  being  the  beft  ftenrylET., 
and  only  Means  for  extirpating  Plerefy,  4n4  pjS  |jx, 
thofe  fufpecled  thereof-,  and  that  the  Officers  tus  v. 
of  the  fame  fhal!  be  Foreigners,  or  g,t  leaft  not' 
Natives  of  the  Places  wherein  the  faid  Office 
mall  be  fettled,  nor  have  any  Relation  therein. 
Fourthly,  To  grant  the  Ecclefiafticks  a  Fa- 
culty of  Redeeming  perpetually  the  Eftates 
and  Goods  that  haye  been  formerly,  or  fhall 
be  hereafter  alienated,  of  what  Nature  foever 
thefe  Goods  might  be,  and  of  what  Qua- 
lity foever  thofe  who  had  bought  them  might 
be  -,  and  that  the  faid  Ecclefiafticks  fhall  be  ob- 
liged to  that  Redemption  in  a  certain  fhort 
Time  appointed.  Fifthly,  That  he  fhall  put 
into  their  Hands  certain  ftrong  Places,  wherein, 
they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  build  FortrefTes  and 
Caftles,  and  to  garifon  them  at  the  Charge  of 
the  Towns,  or  of  the  adjacent  Country,  juft  as 
the  faid  Chiefs  fhall  think  proper,  and  that  they 
might  do  the  fame,  in  the  Places  already  pof- 
fefTed  by  them.  Sixthly,  That  he  mall  keep 
at  his  own  Expence  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Troops  in  Lorain  for  oppofing  the  Entrance  of 
the  Foreigners;  for  which  End,  as  well  as  for 
continuing  the  War,  the  Goods  and  Eilates  of 
Hereticks  fhall  be  peremptorily  fold  to  the  beft 
Bidder.  Seventhly,  Furthermore,  thofe  who 
have  been  formerly  Hereticks  or  fufpecled  as 
fuch,  from  the  Year  1560,  fhall  be  afTelTed  to 
the  third,  or  at  leaft  the  fourth  Part  of  then- 
Rents  to  the  End  of  the  War,  and  the  Catho- 
licks  to  -the  Tenth.  Eighthly,  That  thofe  who 
are  any  ways  related  to  the  Hereticks,  fhall  be 
obliged  to  buy  at  Auction  the  faid  Goods  and 
Eftates,  and  fhall  have  the  fifth  Part  of  the 
Pi  ice  abated  ;  but  if  they  refufe,  they  fhall  lofe 
their  Right  and  Pretenfiou  upon  the  faid  Goods 

OB 
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Henryllf.or  Eftates.     Ninthly,  The  Sums  arifing  from 
!58|:    fuch  Sale  mall  be  thus  difpofed  of,  the  Debts 
'tus  vX"contiac'i:e^  ^y  f^e  Chiefs  of  the  League  for  the 
K^^z-^mj  Support  of  the  War,  mall  be  paid  and  difcharg- 
ed  out  of  hand  ;  and   the  Remainder  be  kept 
for  the  iiecefury  Ufes  hereafter.  Tenthly,  That 
ho  Quarter  (hall  be  given  to  the  Prifoners  of 
War,  unlefs  they  find  Security  for  their  good 
behaviour  hereafter,  and  that  they  lhall   live: 
according  to  the  Doctrines  received  by  the  Ro- 
man Catholick  Church,  and  pay  the  Value  of 
their  Eftates,  if  they  have  not  been  already  fold, 
and  ferve  the  League  for  three  Years  together 
without  any  Stipend  (•*.) 
Ibe  King      When  thefe  impudent,  and  unreasonable  Ar- 
denies       tides  were  brought  to  the  King,  he  did  not  de- 
their  Peti-{p\fe  them,  the  Circumftances  of  Times  did  not 
allow  it,  being  come  back  into  the  City,  and 
forced  unto  it  by  the  Seditions  that  were  full 
rife  amongft  the  Farifians  •,  but  he  delayed  his 
Anfwer,  and  at  laft  eluded  them  all.     Never- 
thelefs  his  Majefty  prepared  every  Thing   for 
Extirpating  the  Reformed  ;  but  either  becaufe 
he  did  not  exert  himfelf  fo  briikly  and  cruelly 
as  they  defired,  or  becaufe  they  did  not  like 
that  he  mould  meddle  himfelf  with  it,  and  had 
been  better  pleafed  to  fee  him  protecting  the 
Reformed,  to  h;ive  a  Pretence  of  rendering  him 
more  odious  to  the  Clergy,  and  the  great  Cities 
of  their  Party,  or  becaufe  they  thought  they 
could  fucceed  better  in  that  Execution  than  the 
King  himfelf,  and  have  the  Pleafure  to  hear  the 
Air  refounding    with  thefe  fine  Encomiums, 
The   League    has    killed    ten   thou- 
sand Hugonots,  and  the  King  a  thou- 
sand)' 

(e)  Thuau.  L.  xc.  p.  276.    Mem.  de  la  Ligue,  Toft.  II, 
p.  421.— 456. 
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sand  •,  for  either  of  thefe  Caufcs,  the   Chief  Henrylft. 
of  the  League  offended  at  the  King's  Denial',  «J/g; 
difcharged  the  whole  weight  of  their  Fury  up-    c^us  y. 
on  a  young  innocent  Pupil,  I  mean  Charlotta^ 
dc  la  Mark,  Duchefs  o(  Bouillon,  invading  her 
Dominions,   burning,  plundering  and  ran fac Ic- 
ing  whatever  they  met  in  their  Way  (f). 

"Her  Brother  the  Duke  of  Bouillon  had  made     CCI. 
his  Will  four  Days,  or  according  to  cThuanus,4ff}"r  °f 
two  Days  before  his  Death  at  Geneva  ;  where-  ja^ieu# 
by  he  conftituted  the  faid  Lady  Charlotta  his 
Sider,   his  only  and  univerfal  Heirefs  of  all  his 
Goods  and  Eftates,  with  this  Provifo,  that  fne 
fhould  not  alter  any  thing  in  his  Sovereignties 
neither  as  to  the  Civil,  or  as  to  Religion,  which 
was  the  Reformed,  and  which  me  ought  to 
keep  and  maintain  as  it  was  eftablifhed.     She 
was    not  to  marry,    without  the   Confent   of 
the  King  of  Navarre,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and 
the  Duke  of  Montpenfier  her  Uncle,  on  the  Pe- 
nalty of  forfeiting  the  Succeffion  to  the  faid  So- 
vereignties. 

If  the  faid  Lady  died  without  Iflue,the  Duke 
of  Montpenfier  was  to  fucceed  her,  then  the 
Prince  of  Dombes,  his  Son,  provided  that  they 
mould  not  alter  any  thing  either  in  the  State  or 
in  the  Religion. 

In  Cafe  of  any  Alteration  in  thefe  things, 
the  King  of  Navarre,  and  after  him  the  Prince 
of  Condi,  were  fubftituted  to  the  two  former  . 
Princes. 

The  Lord  of  la  None  was  named  Executor  of 
the  faid  Will :  The  News  of  that  Death  was 
immediately  fent  from  Geneva,  to  the  King  of 
Navarre,  and  then  to  the  Princefs  Charlotta 
at  Sedan.  But  fo  foon  as  it  was  made  publick, 
the  Duke  of  Lorain  improving  the  Opportu- 
nity, 
\f)  Eid.  Ibid. 
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HenrylH.  nity,  laid    Siege  to  Jame'tz,  at  the  Irrigation 

pj/six-  °f tne  Duke  oiGnife,  on  the   16th  of  January 
tus  V.     vvith  5000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot;  after  eleven 

*— "v— — '  Months  Siege  the  Town  was  obliged  to  fur- 
render,  the  Governor  thereof  with  the  Forces 
he  had  with  him  retired  into  the  Cafile,  which 
held  out  till  the  middle  of  July  1589,  when, 
having  no  hopes  of  Succour,  he  was  obliged  to 
capitulate.  During  that  Siege,  the  Befiegers 
had  much  to  fuller  from  the  Befieged.  not  only 
in  the  Sallies  wherein  they  were  wonted  often- 
times, but  likewife  by  their  Artifices  ;  befides 
that  the  Lorain  Troops  were  routed  at  Douz:, 
where  they  loll  above  300  Men,  200  Pri* 
ibners,  and  moid  Part  of  their  Artillery  and  Bag- 
gage (g). 
CCTI.         The  King  of  Navarre's  Joy   for  .the  good 

V'eP '^Succefs  of  his  Arms  in  Xaintcngc,  Poitou,  &c. 

Death  S  was  inucn  interrupted  by  the  melancholy 
News  of  the  Prince  of  Condi's  inopinate  Death, 
which  happened  on  the  5th  of  March,  in  the 
Town  of  St.  John  of  Angely  ;  he  was  fuddenly 
taken  ill  on  the  3d  of  the  fame  Month  half  an 
Hour  after  Supper,  and  fu  fie  red  the  moil  vio- 
lent Pains  till  the  5th.  His  Corpfe  having  been 
opened,  .all  the  Symptoms  of  a  violent  Poifon 
were  found  upon  him.  Whereof  the  King  of 
Navarre  having  been  informed,  he  fent  posi- 
tive Orders  to  arreft  and  profecute  with  all  the 
Rigour  of  the  Law  all  thofe  who  were  fufpect- 
ed,  and  mould  be  convicted  of  the  Facl :  Two 
of  his  Pages  mofl  fufpecled,  ran  away  ;  John 
Ancelin  Brillaud,  formerly  a  Sollicitor  in  the 
Parliament  of  Bcurdeaux,  and  now  in  the 
Prince's  Houfhold,  charged  with  having  pro- 
vided the  two  Pages  with  Horfes,    and  other 

NecefTaries 

(g)  Tbunnuf,  Lib.  XC.   p.  270, —  276.  Lib,  xcvi.  pag, 

454*455- 
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neceffaries  for  making  their  Efcape,   was  feized,  Henryin. 
condemned  to  Death  and  executed,  being  drawn  Po*jfjx_ 
in  Quarters   by  four  Horfes  ;   he  charged    the    tus  y. 
Deceafed's   Widow   with   being  privy    to   the  ^— v— -* 
Fadr. 

She  was  confined  clofe  Prifoner,  tried,    and  The  Prin- 
condemned    to  Death,    and   to    be  put  upon£^*" 
the  Rack  before   her  Execution,  to  make   ^^  charged 
confefs  her  Advifers.     A1J  this  was  done  at  the  with  the 
Inftances  and  Purfuit  of  the  King  of Na-varre^afi. 
and  by  Judges  that  were  not  thought  compe-  Sbehtri* 
tent,  and  notwichftanding  the  repeated  Orders ^J,™} 
of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  to  whom  only  it  be-  a„j  re_ 
longs  to  take  Cognizance  of  the  Affairs  of  thtpricved. 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  the  Peers  of  the  Realm 
and  their  Conforts,  in  criminal  Matters.      Ne- 
verthelefs,  whereas  that  unfortunate   Princefs 
was  then  gone  three  Months   with  Child,  the 
Execution  of  the  Sentence  paffed  upon  her  was 
put  off  till  the  fortieth  Day  after  her  Delivery, 
during  which  Time,  me  was  kept  clofe  Prifoner 
under  a  ftrong  Guard  in  the  Cattle  of  St.  Job:: 
d'Angely,    being    allowed  however   the  Com- 
pany of  fome  Ladies  of  Quality,  among  whom 
the  Lady  of  Brifambourg,  Sifter  to  the  Marfhal 
of  Biron,  and  John  of  Roche-Beaucour  de   St. 
Mefme's  Lady,  were  efpecially  named  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  her  Delivery.  That  Princefs's  Condition 
could  not  be  more  fad  than  it  was ;  big   with 
Child,  under  Sentence  of  Death  and  the  fmart 
'Remorfes  of  a  Confcience  guilty  of  one  of  the 
moil  heinous  Crimes  :  for  tho'  the  Bill  of  At- 
tainder and  the  Sentence  given  inconfequence 
thereof,  was  reverfed  about  feven  Years  after, 
by  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  neverthelefs,  when 
we  confider,  that  the  Lord  du  Pleffis  had  been 
one  of  the  Judges  deputed  by  the  King  of  Na- 
varre to  try  her,  that  far  from  having  any  In- 
terest 
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HenryllJ.  bereft  in  her  Condemnation,  they  had  the  great-' 
eft  one  that  (he  mould  he  found  innocent,  be- 
baufe  of  lier  numerous  and  molt  illuftrious  Re-  ' 
lations  and  Friends,  who  bore  a  great  Sway  in 
the  Reformed  Party  ;  when  we  coniider  that 
when  the  Parliament  of  Pur  is  took  Cognizance 

•  of  her  Affair,,  the   Prince   of  Conti.  ?.nd  the 

-  * 

Count  of-  Soiffons,  Brothers  to  the  Deceafed,  had 

not  fufficient  Time  allowed  them  for  bringing 
in  their  Charge  and  Evidence,  and  efpecially 
that  Hie  had  promifed  to  turn  CathoKck    with 
her  Son,  foon  after  the  IfTue  of  her  Affair,  not 
willing,    as  fhe  faith,  to  do  it  before,  left  the 
Reformed  mould  fay,  that  (lie  had  redeemed 
her  Life  at  the  Ex  pence,  of  her  Religion.     To 
this  we  may  add  feveral  other  concurrent  Cir- 
cumftances,  which  joined  together,  afford  us 
Reafon  enough  to  fufpect.  that  the  Parliament 
of  Paris  fought  either  to  fnew  their  Refent- 
merit  for  the  little  Regard  paid  to  their  Com- 
mands, by  the1  Judges  Deputies  at  St.  John  de 
gely,  feven  Years  before-,  or  to  comply  with 
the  King's  carneft  DenYe  rather  than  to  do   a 
Uriel  Juitice.      Howbeit,  that  Princefs  having 
been  delivered  of  a  Prince,  in  the  Month  of 
September  following,  the  joyful  Hopes  which 
the  People  conceived  of  the  Son,  faved    the 
Mother's   Life  •,  other  Affairs  of  great  Impor- 
tance, and  the  Circumftances  of  Times,  obliged 
the  Profecutors  to  fuperfede  the  Execution  of 
the  Sentence.     She  continued  Prifoner  till  the? 
^i^iri  ^'ear  1595  '■>  when  the  King  of  Navarre,  then 
vedfjven  King  °*  France,  caufed  the  Duke  of  la  Tre- 
Years  of-  mvuille  and  I'bouars,  with  feveral  others- of  her 
tcrbytht  neareft  Relations  and   Allies,    to  tender    him 
mentf    a  Petition,    praying  to  have  her  tried  a-new 
i'aris/      by  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  &c.     Which  Pe- 
tition 
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tirion  was  readily  granted,  the  IfTue  of  which  Henry  I II. 
Tryal  was  fuch  as  abovefaid  (h).  p'^c8' 

Such  was  the  lamentable  End  of  Henry  Prince1  °{L  y" 
of  Conde,  adbrned  with  -all  the  Virtues  of  his  ■  -Y-.^ 
Father  without  any  of  his  Blemilhes.  In  this  The  Prince 
Prince,  Fortitude  and  Humanity,  Valour  and^™^ 
Courtefy,  Prudence  and  Liberality,  Eloquence an'j  £;& 
and  Majefty,  vied  one  wiih  another ;  nothing 
was  wanting  in  him  but  better  Times  and  a  bet-  * 
ter  Fortune  ;  for  he  was  ^brought  up  and  exer- 
cifed  in  Adveriities  during  the  whole  Courfe  of 
his  fhort  Life,  (he  was  but  35  Years,  old  when  he 
died)  he  was  near  to  be  undone  as  well  as  his  Fa- 
ther at  the  Affair  of  Amboifi  •,  then  expofed  with 
him  to  the  continual  Dangers  of  the  Civil  Wars, 
before  he  was  able  to  bear  Arms.  After  his  Fa- 
ther's Murther  he  faw  himfelf  tofTed  to  and  fro 
by  the  like  Civil  Wars,  efcaping  narrowly  from 
Bartholomew? s-day  Maffacre,  he  redeemed  his 
Life  by  his  Captivity,  and  his  Liberty  by  his 
Exile :  Then  being  carried  away  hy  the  violent 
Stream  of  the  Civil  Wars,  he  returned  from 
Germany  into  France  with  an  Army,  the  Com- 
mand whereof  he  readily  delivered  to  the  Duke 
pf  Alen$on,  and  could  obtain  nothing  better  af- 
ter fo  many  Dangers  and  Troubles  than  the 
Town  of  St.  John  of  Angely  for  his  Retreat, 
having  been  unjuftly  difappointed  in  his  Ex- 
pectation of  the  Government  of  Picaray  which, 
had  been  folemnl.y  granted  him,  and  while  he 
endeavoured  to  enter  into  it  by  force, having  tak- 
en La  Fere,  he  was  involved  in  new  Calamities  ; 
then  he  wandered  from  Place  to  Place,  from 
England  j.nto  the  Low  Countries,  and  from  thence 

into, 

(b)  V'*e  <3e  M.  Du  Pleffis  Liv.  i.  p.  r  13,  1*4,  Mem. 
de  Mr.  Du  Pleflis  Ton;.  I.  Thuaiv  Tom.  IV  Lib.  xc. 
p.  279,  280.  Tom.  V.  Lib.  cxii..  p.  534.  Lib.  cxvii. 
p.  697,  698,  699. 
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ITenrylll  into  Germany,  folliciting  in  vain  the  Succours 
A-I5o;'_  andAffiftanee  of  the  Proteftant  Princes \  at  his 

tus  V.  Return  paflmg  through  Savoy  incognito  with  a 
very  fmall  Retinue  and  very  meanly  dreft,  he 
was  taken  and  ftript  of  every  tl  1"r/,-,  and  nar- 
rowly efcaped  being  murdered.  Then  the  Lea- 
guers having  renewed  the  War,  as  he  was  be- 
fieging  Brouage,  deceived  by  the  vain  Plepes 
of  taking  poheiTion  of  Angers''  Caftle,  he  left 
the  Siege,  crofled  the  Loire,  was  in  greaH 
danger  of  being  routed,  and  had  the  Mortifica- 
tion to  fee  the  DifTipation  of  his  fine  Troops  and 
he  himfelf  obliged  to  put  his  Security  in  flight,- 
and  to  look  for  a  Retreat  in  the  Ifie  of  Guern- 
Jiy.  Then  having  overcome  that  Calamity,  thro' 
the  generous  Afiiftance  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  he 
returned  to  Rockelle,  was  prefent  at  the  Battle 
of  Contrast  where  he  was  in  great  danger  of  his 
Life,  having  had  his  Plorfe  killed  under  him, 
and  being  himfelf  wounded  ;  at  laft  he  ended 
his  troublefome  Life  in  the  lamentable  manner 
we  have  faid.  He  left  two  Daughters  and  a 
Son,  of  his  two  Wives,  viz,  Catharine  Daugh- 
ter of  Mary  of  Cleves  his  firft  Wife,  and  Eieo- 
no'r  Daughter  of  Chariot t a  de  la  I'remouillc  his 
fecohq  Wife ;  his  Son  was  Henry,  born  fix 
Months  after  his'  Deceafe. 

If  the  Enemies  of  that  great  Man  and  mofi 
illuftfiouS  Prince,  if  the  Duke  of  Guife  himfelf, 
who  had  admired  and  dreaded  his  moft  incom- 
parable Virtues  during  his  Life,  could  not  re- 
train from  Tears  when  he  heard  the  News  of 
his  Deaths  what  were  not  the  Anguiihes,  Griefs 
and  Lamentations  of  his  Friends  ?  The  King  of 
Navarre  his  firft  Couiln  was  deeply  affected 
With  that  Lofs,  at  firft  he  filed  a  Flood  of  Tears, 
faying,  that  he  had  l.-ft  his  own  Right  Arm  -,  he 
Went  to  6V.  'John*,  and  ordered  a  itricl  Inquiry  to 

be 
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be  made  after  the  Guilty  and  their  Accompli-  Henry]  II* 
ces,  and  to  punifh  them  with  the  utmoft  Seve-      'S88- 
rity.     As  to  the  Reformed  Party,  they  relented  tJ    y 
that  Lofs  as  the  greatest  that  could  befal  them, 
the  TruSt  they  put  in  him  was  Co  much  the 
greater,   that  they  were  well  fatisfied  as  to   the 
Uprightnefs  of  his  Intentions,  and  his  ftedfaft 
Adherence  to  their  Religion.  And  indeed  consi- 
dering that  he  was  not  firSt  Prince  of  the  Biood, 
one  may  fafely  depend  upon   this,  that  Am- 
bition nor  any  other  fuch  human  Motive,  but 
a  thorough  PeriuaSion  grounded  upon  a  certain 
Knowledge  of  the  Truths  of  the  Reformed  Re- 
ligion caufed  his   ftricr.  Adherence  to  it.     We 
have  {&tn  him  withstanding  the  hardeSt  Tryals, 
while  the  King  of  Navarre  yielded,   one  may 
fay,  at   the  firft  Summons  of  Charles  IX.   on- 
Bartholomew's  Day  ;  and  if  after  feveral  Days 
ReSiStance  he  furrendered  himfelf  at  lad  thro' 
human  Frailty  and  the  deceitful  Insinuations  of 
the  Minister  des  Rc/Iers,  he  improved  the    firft 
Opportunity  not  only  of  making  his  Efcape, 
but  alfo  a  publick  Recantation  of  his  Fault  at 
Strafbourg,  and  let  (lip  no  Opportunity  of  Shew- 
ing  forth   his  disinterested  Attachment  to   the 
Reformed  Party,  no  wonder  if  he  was  fo  much 
regretted  by  them  after  his  Death. 

As  to  the  Parijians^  their  blind  Zeal  made 
them  run  almoft  mad  upon  this  Occaiion,  they 
were  overjoyed  at  this  melancholy  News,  think- 
ing and  firmly  believing  that  the  Prince's  Death 
ought  to  be  afcribed  to  their  fervent  Prayers, 
their  ProceSTions  and  other  fuperStitious  Acts  of 
their  Religion,  and  be  considered  as  a  heavy 
Judgment  of  God  upon  that  Enemy  of  true 
Religion,  (for  fo  their  feditious  Preachers  (tiled 
V.  III.  Part  II.         Kk  him] 
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Henry  III.  him)  who  had  taken  him  away  fuddenly,  and, 
„  I588.-    as  one  may  fay,  by  Miracle  (j). 

tus  V.        As  to  tne  m°ft  Chriftian  King  it  cannot  be 
t— v^-j  determined  certainly  whether  he  was  glad  of  or 
forry  for  that  Death,  toiled  from  the  publick 
Commotions  of  the  Parifians  to  the  private  Af- 
fections and  Paflions  of  his  Favourites,  his  poor 
Soul  always  bent  to  Lazinefs  longed  after  a  Reft 
which  the  feditious  Faction  of  the   Leaguers 
would  not  allow  him  to  enjoy. 
CCIII.        They  had  a  ftrong  Party  even  in  the  King's 
Archbi/hop  Council,  which  was  increafed  by  the  Acceflion 
declare?    °^  L*  Efpinac  Archbifhop  of  Lyons.     We  have 
openly  fir  obferved  above,  that  that  Prelate  having  profef- 
t&e League,  fed  formerly  the  Reformed  Religion  feigned  at 
this  time  to  be  one   of  their  moft  mortal  Ene- 
mies,    and  countenanced   the  League    under- 
hand ;  being  one  day  in  the  Month  of  February 
in  the  King's  Council,  he  inveighed  bitterly  a- 
gainft  the  King  of  Navarre,  faying  that  he  was 
unworthy  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown.     The  Duke 
of  Efpernon,  who  was  then  prefent,  and  known 
to  be  in  the  Intereft   of  that  Prince,  could  not 
refrain  his  Refentment,  but  afk'd  the  Prelate  be- 
fore the  whole  Council,   whether  a  Man    who 
kept  a   criminal   Converfation   with    his    own 
Sifter,  who   fold  every  thing  in  the  Church,  e- 
ven  the  moft  facred,  who  had  wafted  riotoufly, 
and  in  fhamcful   and  fcandalous  Debaucheries, 
not  only  his  own,  but  alfo  his  Relations  Eftates, 
was  a  fit  Man  to  be  inverted  with  the  firft  Dignity 
of  the  Church?  The  Archbifhop  was  the  more 
offended  at  this,  as  he  was  fenfible  the  Duke 
had  faid  nothing  but  plun  Truths.     However, 
having  in  vain  petitioned   the  King  for  a  Satis- 
faction, he  declared  himfeif  openly  for  the  Gui- 
fian  Party,  and  was   faid   to  have  advifed  the 
.  Duke 

(j)  Thuan.  Lib  xc. 
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Duke  of  Guife  to  haften   the  Execution   of  his  Henryilf: 
Defigns,  and  to  have  hurried  upon  him  the  fa-  „  l^- 
tal  Cataftrophe  which  put  an  end  to  his  unjuft    tus  V. 

Ambition  together  with  his  Life.     He  publifh-  « ^ — j 

ed  a  Libel  againft  Efpernon,  wherein  he  com- 
pared him  with  Gaverjlon  Favourite  to  Edward 
II.  and  threatned  him  with  a  like  Fate.  Thence- 
forward that  Lord  went  by  no  other  Name  a- 
mongft  the  Leaguers  but  that  of  Gaverjlon,  they 
took  it  to  be  the  Anagram  of  his  Name,  and 
true  it  is  that  by  tranfpofing  the  Letters  of  the 
Name  Noguarest  you  will  find  that  of  Ga- 
ve rston  ;  but  how  will  that  infer  a  Simili- 
tude of  Fate  from  the  Similitude  of  Letters  ? 
Nothing  but  a  violent  Paflion  can  be  fatisfted 
with  it  (i). 

Now  the  Parifians,  fenfible  of  the  greatnefs  CCIV. 
of  their  unnatural  Rebellion,  expecting  no  fa-What  pre- 
vour  from  the  King,  if  once  awakened  from  his^f^/^ 
Sloth,  he  undertook  to  do  himfelf  Juftice,  were^/'^ 
in  the  greateft  Anxieties;  they  dreaded  him,  tho' Paris, 
they  had  for  him  the  utmoft  Contempt  •,  there- 
fore  they  infilled  warmly    with  the  Duke  ot" 
Guife  and  fent  him  every  day  MeiTages  one  af- 
ter another  to  haften  his  coming  to  the  City  to 
put  himfelf  at  their  Head.     That  Lord  waver- 
ing between  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Attempt  and 
the  unavoidable  Confequences  thereof,  and  the 
Danger    wherein    his    Friends    and    Affociates 
were  at  Paris  of  being  discovered  and  punifh  d 
after    their  Deferts,   was  at    a  Stand,   consider- 
ing what  to  do :  at  laft,  like  another  Cefar,  he 
refolved  to  pafs  the  Rubicon,  but  firit  of  all  he 
very  prudently  defired  to  be  more  thoroughly 
informed  of  the  true  State  of  the  City,  and  hav- 
ing been  acquainted  that  in  the  fixtcen  Wards 
thereof  there   was  a  certain  Number   of  Men 
K  k  2  ready 

(i)  Idem  Ibid. 
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Henrylll. ready  to  rife  in  Arms  at  the  Day  and  Hour  ap- 
1588.    pointed,  he  ordered  to  reduce  the  Wards  to  the 
?us  V    Number,  of  five,  not  to  be  obliged  to  divide 
this  Forces  for  keeping  fo  many  Places,  where- 
by he  would  have  been  weakened  too  much, 
and  to  reduce    likewife   the   Number    of  the 
Chiefs.      Then  not  trufting  too  much  in  the 
Trainband  Officers,  he  thought  proper  to  fend 
Urbain  De  Laval  Lord  of  Bois  Dauphin,  Charles 
De  Brijjac,  Meneville,  De  Gomercn,  De  Riche- 
lourg,  Gnedon  Lord  of  Efclavolles  and  of  Cha- 
mois, having  all  a  great  Interefl  either  by  their 
Birth  or  their  Offices;  befides  them  he  fent  fome 
others  of  lefs  Note,  and  500  Horfes  under  the 
Command  of  the  Duke  of  Aumale,  to  be  quar- 
tered in  the  neighbouring  Villages  of  Paris  (/). 

In  the  mean  while  ha  Chapelle  Marteau  and 
Bufjy  Le  Clerc,    the  two   Firebrands    of  the 
League  in  that  City,plotted  to  kill  the  King  and 
the  Duke  of  Efpernon  together ;  it  was  an  eafy 
matter  for  them,  as  they  thought,  if  his  Majef- 
ty  and  the  Duke  went  mafked  during  the  Car- 
nival, as  they  ufed  to  do.     But  being  informed 
of  the  Plot  by  the  Chancellor,  who  had  it  from 
Nicholas  Poulain  above  mentioned,  he  did  for- 
bear fuch  things.     How  great  foever  was  the 
Danger  he  had  been  in,  it  was  not  fufficient  to 
awake  him  out   of  his  natural  Sloth,  and   to 
watch  more  narrowly  for  his  own  Prefervation, 
the  bafe  Vilkquier  giving  him  always  to  under- 
ftand  that  he  was  too  well  beloved   by  the  Pa- 
rifians,  and  that  they  would  never  attempt  any 
thing  againft   his   facred  Perfon,    affirming   im- 
pudently  that   whatever  was  reported  by  Pou- 
lain and  others   were   but  Calumnies ;  nay,  he 
threatened  Poulain  himfelf  with   Death  if  he 
continued  to  trouble   the  King  with   his  falfe 

Reports. 
(!)  Thuan.  Ibid. 
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Reports.  La  Cbapelk  Marteau  had  already  Henry  III, 
the  Keys  of  St.  Denys's  Gate  in  his  PofTeffion,  *58?:. 
having  bribed  the  Keeper  thereof;  he  tryed  °fus  v\ 
likewife  to  get  the  Keys  of  St.  Martin's  Gate, 
but  Le  Comte  Keeper  thereof  was  faithful  to  the 
King  •,  whereupon  that  wicked  Man  charged 
him  before  a  Magiftrate  with  being  an  Heretick, 
that  he  might  by  that  means  invalidate  his  Evi- 
dence. He  went  further,  and  Laval DeBois  Dau- 
phin having  been  arretted  for  a  large  Sum  of 
Money  by  his  Creditors,  he  refcued  him  out  of 
the  Serjeant's  Hands  as  he  was  carrying  to  Goal ; 
he  did  feveral  other  violent  things  whereat  the 
Magiftrates  connived,  becaufe  the  King,  out  of 
a  prodigious  Supinenefs,  took  no  notice  of  it, 
tho'  done  againft  his  own  Authority,  and  tho' 
he  was  faithfully  informed  thereof.  Being  grown 
more  audacious  through  Impunity,  reckoning 
themfelves  20000  armed  Men  ftrong  in  the 
City,  they  plotted  to  attack  the  Louvre,  and 
having  {lain  the  King's  Guards,  to  feize  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  murder  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  and 
all  thofe  that  were  fufpicious  unto  them.  The 
Plot  was  declared  to  the  King  by  the  fame  Ni- 
cholas Poulain  one  of  the  Accomplices,  who  fet 
down  in  writing  his  Deposition  by  his  Majefly's 
Command.  This  happened  on  the  2 2d  of  A- 
pril;  the  next  Day  the  King  caufed  a  great 
Number  of  Coats  of  Mail  to  be  brought  pub- 
lickly  into  the  Louvre,  that  Sight  cart  a  Damp 
in  the  Con  fpira  tors  Minds,  they  queftioned  not 
but  that  their  Plot  was  difcovered,  and  thought 
themfelves  undone  •,  and  indeed  fo  they  would 
have  been,  had  the  King  perfifted  in  exerting 
himfelf  ftrenuoufly:  it  would  have  been  very 
eafy  for  him  to  take  all  thefe  Arch-Rebels  as 
in  a  Net,  had  he  fent  a  main  Force  to  feize  them 
in  the  Houfe  of  Cbapelle  Marteau,  where  they 
Kk  ?  were 
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HenrvIII.  were  affembled,  as  he  was  earneftly  intreated  to 
5Sg:  do  by  Poulain  :  But  having  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  impofed  upon  thro'  the  Fallacioufnefs  of  his 
own  Mother  and  Villequier,  whcfe  Counfels 
fuited  better  his  own  Inclinations,  he  loft  irre- 
coverably the  favourable  Opportunity,  of  do- 
ing juftice  and  revenging  the  Injury  done  to  his 
mo  it  facred  Majefty,  by  thofe  vile  Wretches. 
In  the  mean  while  the  Duke  of  Guife  was  come 
fecretly  to  Goneffe  not  far  from  Paris,  in  order 
to  take  his  Quarters  in  the  Suburb  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, to  be  ready  to  aflift  his  Party  ;  but  under- 
franding  that  the  King  had  fent  for  4000  Swjt- 
zers  that  were  quarterd  at  Lagny  upon  Marne, 
he  went  back  in  all  hafte  to  Scijjons,  having 
feht  word  to  La  Chape! Ie  not  to  be  difneartened, 
that  he  would  be  with  them  very  foon. 

Poulain  gave  faithful  notice  of  every  thing 
aim  oft  every  Hour,  but  in  vain;  nay,  the  King 
began  to  fufpecT  the  Truth  of  his  Depofitions, 
and  afked  him  whether  he  was  not  a  Reformed? 
Or  whether  he  had  not  been  fuborncd  by  fome 
Reformed  to  fay  fuch  things  ?  Neverthelefs  up- 
on Poulaiu's  earneftly  befeeching  his  Majefty  to 
fend  him  to  Prifon  immediately,  and  to  order 
that  fuch  Perfons  as  he  ihould  name  fhould  be 
likewife  arrefted,  and  if  they  did  not  own 
the  Facts  wherewith  he  charged  them,  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  fuffer  the  moft  cruel  Death, 
the  Kino:  refted  fatisfied  with  him.  but  bewitch- 
ed  by  his  Mother  and  Villeqitier  he  took  no 
further  Meafures  for  preventing  the  Mifchief 
that  befel  him  a  few  Days  after.  Notwithstand- 
ing his  repeated  Prohibitions,  the  Di;ke  of  Guife 
arrived  at  Paris  the  9th  of  May,  with  a  fmull 
Retinue,  to  mow  the  better  his  great  A  flu  ranee, 
or  rather  Impudence,  and  hew  much  he  fecrn- 
cd  the  King's  Authority  ;  and' alighted  without 

being 
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being  expected    at  the  Queen  Mother's  Houfe,  Henrylll. 
fhe  was  furprized  to  fee  him,  and  after  a  fhort     '5  s?- 
Conference,    having    fent   word    to   the  King,    ^  yX" 
that  fhe  and  the  Duke  of  Guife  defired  to  con-  «_  -y-_r 
fer  with  him,  they   went  to  the  Louvre,   me 
being  carried    in  her  Chair,  and    he   walking. 
The  King  received  him  with  a  fad  Countenance, 
he  afked  him  why  he  was  come  againft  his  Or- 
ders ?  He  anfwered,   that  he  was  come  firft  to 
tender  his  Majefr.y  his  moft  humble  Duties  and 
Services  ;  then  to   lay   his   Head   at   his  Feet, 
if  he  was  found  guilty   of  the  Crimes  laid  to 
his   Charge  ;    laftly,   to  die  with  feveral  of  his 
Friends,  that  were  deftined  to  destruction  as  it 
was  publickly  rumoured.     At  this  it  is  faid  that 
the  King  altered  his  Countenance,  and  flood 
mute  for  a  while ;  but  having  recovered   him- 
felf,  the  reft  of  the  Converfation  pafTed  in  mu- 
tual Expostulations,  which  being  ended,  he  let 
the  Duke  go  unmolefted,  inftead  of  arrefting 
him  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  or  of  murdering 
him,  as  he  had  refolved  to  do,  when   he  con^- 
fented  to  confer  with  him. 

When  the  Duke  went  out  of  the  Louvre \ 
the  Streets  through  which  he  pafTed  were  fo 
crouded  with  People,  that  he  could  hardly 
walk  ;  Ladies  from  the  Windows  poured  per- 
fumed Waters  upon  him,  and  ftrew'd  the  Streets 
with  Flowers  ;  an  old  Woman  carried  her  Ve- 
neration for  him  fo  far,  that  having  broken 
through  the  Croud,  fhe  told  him,  that  fhe  would 
die  now  with  Joy  fince  God  had  granted  her  the 
BlcfTing  of  feeing  him,  whereupon  fhe  touched 
his  Garment  with  her  Beads.  Being  come  to 
his  Houfe,  he  prepared  himfelf  for  tendering  a 
Petition  to  the  King  which  had  been  drawn  up 
atSoijfons,  wherein  he  demanded  that  the  ge- 
neral States  of  the  Kingdom  mould  be  afTem- 
K  k  4  bjel 
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RenryllL  bled  for  working  its  Reformation.     The   next 
r58|:    day   the  King  commanded   the  Guards   before 
tus  v'X  tne  Louvre,  French  and  Switzers  to  be  doubled, 
r^-Y—vj  which  hindered  not  the  Duke  from  coming  in 
the  Morning  to  confer  with  his  Majefty  ;  on  the 
1  ith  the  King  received  him  again  with  a  fourer 
Countenance  than  the  Day  before,  and  in   the 
Evening  he   commanded  the  Keys  of  the  City- 
Gates  to  be  brought  unto  him. 
jlarrica.        The  1 2th  of  May  about  three  of  the    clock 
does  of      in  the    Morning,    4000   Switzers    and    2000 
Paris.        Trench  entered   the  City,    and  took  pofTeflion 
of  the  Market -Hath \oi  St.  John's  Church-yard, 
of  Greve's- Place,  of  the  New- Market  t  near  the 
little  Bridge,  in    order  to    feize  likewife  Mau- 
berths-Place  ;  but  had  the  King  and  the  King- 
dom been  actually   fold  to  the  Duke  of  Guife 
by  the  Queen  Mother  and  the  profligate  Ville- 
quier,  they  could  not  have  betrayed  both  into 
his   hands   in  a  more  odious  and   fcandalous 
Way  than  they  did  on  this  Occailon  ;  for  the 
King  having  taken  that  Step,  ought   to  have 
purfued    his   Meafures  with  Vigour,    that   he 
might  keep  in   awe  his  rebellious  Subjects,  de- 
feat   their  wicked    Defigns,    and   bring    their 
Ringleaders  to  a  condign  Punifliment ;  inftead 
thereof  he  fent  them   Orders,  at    the    Queen 
Mother  and  Villequier's  Perfuafion,  not  to  offer 
any  Violence   to  any   of  the  Inhabitants,    but 
to  fit  {till  and  quiet  till  they  were  attack'd  firft, 
then    they   might  repel  Force  by  Force.     The 
Inhabitants  feeing  in  the  Morning  theabovefaid 
Places  full  of  Soldiers,  were  ftruek  with  Ter- 
ror, the  Duke   of  Guife  himfelf  thought  that 
he   was   undone,   when  the  News  thereof  was 
brought  to  him  -,  but  their  Condernat'ion  laft- 
ed  not  long,  for  I.civis  Breton  de  Grillon^  Co- 
Jond  of  the  King's  Guards,   who  was  with  the 

Marfhal 
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Marfhal  of  Btron,  having  Orders    to  march  to  Henrylir. 
Member?  s-P  lace  thro'    the    little  Bridge,  met     '5 88. 
in  his   way   the  Seditious  of  that  Place,  who    °QS  y " 
were  in  great  Number,   and  oppofed  his  Paf- 
fige  :   willing  to  force  it  by  fighting  them,  he 
received  the  King's  Orders  to  defift  •,  at  which, 
as  he  was  a  true  brave  Frenchman,  and  an  ex- 
perienced   Officer,   he  fretted,  faying  that  his 
Majefty  and  the  Kingdom  were  betrayed  ;  and 
fo  they  were  indeed,  he  was  obliged  to  yield, 
and  that  infoient  Rabble,  puffed  up  with  that 
Succefs,   ran  throughout  the  City,  and  incited 
others  to    follow   their  Example.     The  King 
hid   Notice   every   Minute    of  whatever  was 
done,  but  was   ilupiiied  fo  much,  that  inftead 
of  giving  proper  Orders,  he  confented  by  the 
Queen  Mother's  Advice  to  Villequier's  Propo- 
rtion i  who  offered  to  ride  himfelf  on  Horie- 
back  thro'  the  Streets,   and  exhort  the  People 
to  defiif,  to  fear  nought,  to  open  their  Shops, 
and  attend  their  Bufinefs  as  ufual,  and  to  com- 
mand the  Soldiery  in  the  King's  Name,  not  to 
ilir,   or  offer  any    Injury    to   the  Inhabitants, 
which  he  did  •,  but  was  laughed  at  by  the  Rab- 
ble,  who  growing  more    and  more   feditious 
and  wicked  through  Impunity,  began  to  chain 
the  Streets,  and  to  (hut  up  the  Avenues  with 
Hogfheads  full  of  Earth  ;  the  Windows  v/ere 
foon  furniihed  with   abundance  of  Stones,  and 
other    like  Materials   for  throwing  upon    the 
Soldiers  or  others  that  would  have  offered  to 
make   any   Refiftance :    This   was  called   the 
Barrtcadoes,  they  were  carried  fo  far,  and 
with  fuch  Expedition,  that  before  Noon,  they 
were  brought  almoft  to  the  very  Gates  of  the 
Louvre,  and  thofe   6000  Men,  Switzers   and 
French,  which   had  been  introduced  into  the 
Citv  the  Night  before,  faw  themfelves  fhut  up 

fo 
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HenryNI.fo  clofely,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to 
l^°-  efcape-,  for,  in  purfuance  of  the  Court's  Or- 
tus  v.   ders,  they  had  tamely  fufrered  the  Mutineers 

v— -v-—  to  chain  up  the  Streets,  and  to  advance  their 
Retrenchments,  without  daring  to  ftir,  no  more 
than  marble  Statues.  The  Duke  of  Guife  had 
kept  to  his  Houfe  moft  part  of  the  Morning, 
with  his  Friends  and  a  few  armed  Men  ;  but 
about  Mid- day  he  went  out  into  the  next  Street, 
having  on  him  a  Riding-Coat,  and  mowing 
a  (lout  Countenance,  he  walked  with  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Lyons,  anfwering  to  the  MefTages 
difpatched  to  him  almcft  every  Minute  by 
the  Confpirators.  He  fuw  himfelf  in  a  Con- 
dition of  giving  Law  to  him  of  whom  he 
ought  to  receive  it,  and  improved  that  Oppor- 
tunity fo  far,  that  the  King  ftood  as  it  were 
obliged  to  him,  for  his  having  fuffered  his 
Guards  to  retire  fafe,  inftead  of  cutting  them 
to  pieces,  as  he  might  eafily  have  done.  They 
had  been  furrounded,  as  aforefaid,  by  the  Se- 
ditious, and  were  in  the  utmoft  danger,  with- 
out any  means  to  efcape,  when  the  Duke  of 
Guife  coming,  at  his  Perfuafion,  the  Seditious 
let  them  go  difarmed,  two  by  two,  with  a 
Stick  in  their  Hands,  and  at  laft  at  his  Intrea- 
ties  their  Arms  were  restored  to  them.  As  to 
the  Swi/zers  that  were  in  the  New-Market- 
Plact\  it  fared  not  fo  well  with  them  as  with 
the  French  Guards,  for  above  fixry  were  killed 
or  wounded  with  Mufket-Shots  or  Stones  from 
the  Windows. 

For  ftirring  up  the  Mob,  a  Rumour  had 
been  fpread  by  the  Duchefs  of  Alcn/penfer's  Sug- 
getlion,  that  the  King  intended,, as  foon  as  the 
C'iry  fhould  be  reduced  to  his  Power,  to  have 
the  good  Catholicks  who  oppefed  the  pernici- 
ous Defigns  of  the  Politicians  to  be  hang'd  and 
3  ftrangled 
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ftrangled  before  the  Palace,   for  which  purpofeHenryHI. 
he  had  caufed  feveral  Gibbets  to  be  erected,  pi;  s^_ 
and  had  fent  for  many  Executioners  which  he    tus  y. 
had  kept  concealed  in   the  faid  Palace  all   the  ' — v- -* 
Night:    Tho*   the   Falfhood   of  that    Report 
was  eafy  to  be  difcovered,  neverthelefs  it  can- 
not be  conceived  how  eafily  that  Tale  got  Cre- 
dit amongft  the  Rabble,  whereby  they    were 
incenfed  to  the  laft  Degree. 

In  the  Evening,  feveral  Corps  de  Guard  Wb<*t  fol- 
were  fet  in  the  Crofs-Streets  and  publick  Pla-  lo™eii//jat 
ces,  and  the  rrovolt  or  the  Merchants  having 
fent  unto  them  the  Watch- word  in  the  King's 
Name,  as  ufual,  they  refufed  it,  but  received 
it  from  the  Duke  of  GuiJZ,  which  was  the  firft 
Token  they  gave  of  an  open  Rebellion.  The 
Night  was  fpent  in  Troubles,  Anxieties  and 
Fears  on  one  Side,  and  great  Motions  on  the 
other  ;  the  Duke  of  Guife  being  follicitous  for 
what  the  foreign  Powers  would  think  and  fay 
of  his  Behavipur,  fent  the  Count  of '  Briffac  to 
the  Earl  of  Stafford,  the  Englijh  EmbafTador, 
for  to  fright  him  if  poflible,  confidering  the 
Danger  he  was.  in  of  being  forced  and  mur- 
dered in  his  own  Houfe  by  the  Rabble,  llill 
incens'd  again  ft  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the 
Execution  of  Alary  Queen  of  Scots  -,  there- 
fore he  had  Orders  to  offer  to  the  faid  Em- 
baflador a  Safe-Guard  from  the  faid  Duke, 
and  at  the  fime  time  to  have  the  Houfe 
fearched  by  fome  of  his  Attendants,  becaufe  it 
had  been  malicioufly  fpread  abroad,  that  the 
Earl  kept  armed  Men  concealed  in  his  own 
Houfe.  But  all  the  fine  Rhetorick  and  Devices 
of  Briffac  proved  fruitlefs,  his  Excellency  an- 
fwered  him  in  a  Way  perfectly  fuitable  to  his 
Quality  and  Character,  and  having  fpoke  free- 
ly  his  Mind  concerning  what  had  been  done, 

he 
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Henrylll.  he  told  him  at  laft,  That  being  a  Per/on  invejied 
1588.  with  a  publick  Character,  he  wanted  no  other 
tus  V:    Security->  therefore   he  fhoidcl  not  command  the 

i—^muGates  of  his  Hoiife  to  be fhut  up,  as  he  advifed 
him  to  da,  nor  receive  any  Safe-Guard  from  the 
Duke;  That  he  was  not  come  into  France  only 
to  remain  at  Paris,  but  to  attend  the  King 
wherever  he  fhonld  be. 

The  Duke  finding  himfelf  difappointed  in 
that  refpect,  thought  proper  however,  for  his 
own  Reputation,  to  intreat  the  Seditious  not 
to  offer  any  Injury  to  the  EnglifJj,  which  was 
granted  accordingly. 

Such  was  the  Succefs  of  the  Barricadoes,  fo 
much  renowned  in  the  Hiftory  of  this  Reign  j 
a  Day,  wherein  the  Royal  Majefty  was  trampled 
under  foot ;  the  Duke  of  Guife's  Power  and 
Authority  fettled,  and  his  Rafhnefs,  attended 
with  a  Succefs  far  exceeding  his  Hopes,  at  leaft 
for  a  Time.  It  is  credibly  reported  that  when 
Sixtus  V.  a  Man  of  very  quick  Parts,  never 
forgetting  an  Injury,  and  who  knew  perfectly- 
well  how  to  maintain  his  Authority,  was  told 
of  the  Coming  of  the  Duke  of  Guife  to  Pa- 
ris, and  to  the  Court,  he  exclaimed  fuddenly, 
Oh!  the  rafh  Man,  who  fo  imprudently  puts 
hirfelf  in  the  Claws  of  a  Prince  juflly  incenfed 
againfl  him.  But  being  told  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  had  been  kindly  received  by  the  King, 
and  let  go  without  any  Harm  »  Oh!  the  coward- 
ly and  filly  Prince,  fays  he,  who  lets  efcape  an 
Enemy,  born  for  his  own  Deflruclion,  when  he 
has  a  fair  Opportunity  in  his  own  hands,  of 
beinv  revenged  of  him. 

Tit  King's     The  King's  fhameful  Patience  on  the  pre- 

*%&•  ceding  Day,  was  attended  this  Day  with  a 
Defign  no  Ids  fhameful,  tho'  more  fafe,  viz.  To 
fteal  out  from  Paris,  as  he  had  done  fourteen 

Years 
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Years  before  from  JVarfaw  \  whether  his  Mo- Henry  I II. 
ther  and  Villequier  were  privy  to  it,  or  whether     lS88: 
he  confulted  only  his  own  Fears,  that  I  can't   °^s  yX' 
tell  precifely,   tho'  Thuanus  feems  to  infinuate,u— y— ^ 
that  he  acted    by  his  Mother's   Confent,  but 
Pafquier  denies  it.    However  being  told  that 
the   Seditious    were    about    to    furround    the 
Louvre    on   all  fides    with   8000    Men,    and 
would  at  any  rate  feize  him,  he  went  out  a- 
bout  Mid-day,    the  13th  of  May,    thro'  the 
new  Gate  to  the  Tuilleries  Gardens,  where  he 
was  wont  to  walk,  and  where  having  put  on 
his  Boots  in  all  hafte,  he  ran  away  with  thofe 
of  his  Servants  and  Courtiers  that  could  follow 
him,  fome   on  Horfeback  without  Saddle   or 
Stirrups,    others   walking,  all  in   a  miferable 
Condition,  they  having  had  no  Time  to  pre- 
pare themfelves  for  fuch  a  Journey.     He  lay 
that  Night  at  Trappes,  and  the  next  Day  he 
arrived  at  Chartres  (ni).     A  few  Days  after, 
the  Parifians  fent  a  fham  Proceffion  of  Capu- 
cins,    feigning  to  crave  the  King's  Pardon,  and 
that  he  would  return  to  Paris. 

As  foon  as  the  King  of  Navarre  received  The  King 
the  News  of  what  had  been  done  at  Paris,  and?^Na- 
the    fad  Condition   the  Molt   Chriftian  KtogJ*™^ 
was  reduced  to,    he  difpatch'd   the   Lord  of   r 
Monluet  de  Rambouillet  to   his  Majefty,    with 
offers  of  his  and  the  Reformed  Party's  Ser- 
vices, intreating  him  moil  earneftly   to  accept 
of  them  ;  but  tho'    the  King   was   very   well 
pleafed  with  thefe  Offers,  neverthelefs  he  durft 
not  admit  the  Envoy  to  his  Audience,  left  he 
fhould  increafe  the  Jealoufies  of  the  League. 

That  occafioned  the  feigned  Mifunderftand- 
ing   between   the  King  of  Navarre  and    the 

Count 

(in)   Thuan.  Lib.  xc.  p.    282 — 2S9.  Pafquier,    fes 
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Henrylll.  Count  of  SoiJJbns  -,  this   laft   indeed,    had   no 
Pol^S'     Sreat  rea^on   t0  be  well-pleafed  with  his  Cou- 
tus  V.   ^ni  he  had  been  amufed   with  the  Protnifes  of 
1  marrying  the  Princefs  of  Beam  ;   fhe,  thinking 
that  her  Brother  was  in  earned-,  had  made  no 
Refiitance  to   the  firft  Impreflions   which   the 
Count  made  upon  her  Heart,  even  at  the  firft: 
Sight,    and   on    his  part  he   was    exceedingly 
well-pleafed  with  the  Match.    Bat  after  eight 
or  nine  Months  Courting,  and  feveral  great  Ser- 
vices done,  he  faw  himfelt  no  further  forwarded 
as  to  the  Conclufion,  than  the  very  firft.  Day, 
which  made  him  uneafy.    Thefe  outward  Ap- 
pearances of  Difcontent   were  very  favourable 
for  the  prefent  Purpcfes,   they  ferved   to  con- 
ceal the  better  the  real  Defigns  of  that  Prince's 
leaving  the  King  of  Navarre,  in  order  to  return 
to  the  King  of  France  •,  and  it  is  what  moft  part 
cf  the  Hiftorians  of  thofe  Days  have  not  been 
acquainted  with,    having  taken  this  Separation 
as  a  real  Rupture  between  thefe  two  Princes. 
Bat  the  Truth  is,  that  the  Count  of  Soijfons  was 
fully  enamoured  with  Princefs  Catharine,  and 
would  not  have  defifted  on   any  account ;  that 
however,  firm   to  the  Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  which    was   his   own,  he   yielded   to 
t:ie  Solicitations  of  his  Friends,  efpecially  the 
Marfhalof  Aumont,  and  fhowing  forth  an  eager 
Defire    of   being    reconciled     v.ith    the    Mud 
Chriitian  King,  he  took  his  Leave  of  the  King 
of  Navarre  at  Rochelle,  in  the   beginning  of 
July  ;  that  du  PlsJJls  improved   this  Opportu  1 
nity   for    trying   a^ain    to   reconcile   the    two 
Kings  •,    and   that    the    Count  of  Stiffens  was 
charged   with  a  particular  Inf<ruction  from  the 
King  of  Navarre  for  bringing  abaut  that  Re- 
conciliation •,  but  tho'  his  Majeity  was  fatisfy'd 
in  himfelf  with  the  Solidity  and  Strength   or' 

the 
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the  Reafons  brought  by  the  King  of  Navarre,  Henry II I. 
neverthelefs    he  dared  not  to  declare  openly  p  *5  <7^_ 
his  Mind  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  acled  the  Part    tus  y. 
of  an  irreconcileable  Enemy,  as  we  mail  fay  < — >rmmJ 
prefently  (n). 

It  was  impoffible  for  the  Duke  of  Guife  to 
difTemble  his  Grief  and  A  ft  on  i  dim  en  t  when 
he  heard  the  King  was  gone.  At  firil,  he  made 
bitter  Complaints  and  Reproaches  to  the  Queen- 
Mother,  telling  her  fhe  had  deceived  him, 
and  that  his  Enemies  had  advifed  her  to  it, 
to  render  him  odious  and  criminal  in  the  Eyes 
of  all  France,  and  of  all  Sovereign  Powers: 
But  afterwards  he  was  mollified,  and  made 
humble  Submiffions  to  that  Princefs. 

When  the  News  of  the  Parijian  Revolution 
reached  the  Provinces,  Orleans,  Bourges,  Ami- 
ens, Abbeville  and  feveral*  other  Places  where 
the  Leaguers  were  ftrongeft,  they  declared  them- 
felves  openly  for  that  Party:  The  Cardinal  of 
Guife  debauched  Rheims  and  Chalons  into  their 
Intereft  *,  D'Efpernon  was  ill-received  in  his 
Government  of  Normandy,  the  Commandants 
of  mod  part  of  the  Towns  refufing  to  admit 
him. 

At  the  (lime  Time,  the  News  of  the  Invin-  AJham 
cible  Armada  having  put  to  Sea,  and  of^^ndJia-. 
the  great  Preparations  of  the  Duke  of  Parma*!0*    ■' T 

P      T  /,  .  .  .  tween  the 

in  the  Lo-JO-Lountnes,  concurring  with   other  King  and 
Circumftances  of  the  Advantages  got  already^  Led- 
in  France  by  the  League,  gave  them  no  lckSt!erj- 
Audacioufnefs,   than  Anxieties  and  Apprehen- 
fions   to  the  King,  and  difpofed  him  to  defire 
the  good  Offices  of  the  Queen  his  Mother,  for 
Negociating    an    Agreement.      The    Duke   of 
G:afe  on  his   part  defired   the   fame,    that   he 
might  afterwards  play  his  Game  more  furely, 

and 
(a)  Vie  de  Dm  Plefis  Mornay,  Liv.  I. 
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Henrylll.  and  have  the  King  in  his  power  ;  that  he  might 
pJ58^:    govern  all,   and  attempt   whatever  he  pleafed. 
[as  y  '  Therefore    the  Queen- Mother,   fet   herfelf  to 
work,  not  for  feeking  Means  of  making  a  folid 
Agreement,  but  rather  for  bringing  Matters  to 
fuch  a  Point,  that  there  might  be  always  Need 
of  her*     So  the  Duke  of  Guife  drew  up  an 
ample  Petition  in  the   Name  of  the  Princes, 
the  City  of  Paris,  and  of  all    the  Catholicks 
in  the  Kingdom  ;  containing  in  Subftance,  the 
fame   Articles   which  had  been  agreed  in  the 
Conference   of   Nancy,     and    which  had    be- 
fore been  propofed  to  the  King  as  abovefaid. 
The  Queen- Mother  went    to   Chart res ,    and 
prefented  the  faid    Petition  to  the  King ;  he 
anfwered  that  he  had  always  a  great  Defire  to 
unite  all  his  Subjects  in  one  Religion,  to  eafe 
them  of  the  Oppreffions   which  the  Calamities 
of  the  Times  had  brought  upon  them,  to  hear 
all  their   Complaints,  and   to  ftudy   means  to 
fatisfy  them  ;  to  which  End  he  was  refolved 
to   fummon    the   States  of  the   Kingdom    to 
meet    at  Blots,     in    Auguft   next,    where    he 
would  efficacioufly  take  off  the  Fears  the  Ca- 
tholicks were  pre  poffefs'd  with,  of  falling  un- 
der the  Dominion  of  Hugonois ;  he  granted  a 
general  Amnefty  for  whatever  had  been  done 
out  of  a  good  Zeal.     But  the  Reconciliation^ 
was  not  perfected  till  the  Spanijh  Armada  ap- 
peared in  the  Channel,  which  alarmed  the  King  -, 
for  tho'  he  knew  that  it  was  intended  again  ft 
England,  yet  he  feared  that  they  might  make 
a  Defcent  upon  France  -,  and  that  the  League, 
unlefs  he  agreed  timely  with  them,  would  open 
fome  Door  to  the  Spaniards,  and  buy  their  Af- 
fiftance  at  the  Coll  of  the  State,  as  they  had  al- 
ready done.     This  determined  him  to  fign  an 
Agreement    with  the  Chiefs   of  the  League, 

efpecially 
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efpecially  with  the  Duke  of  Guife,  he  granted  .Henrylll. 
him  the  Office  of  Great- Matter  of  the  French   J^8'. 
Gendarmery,  which  in  effect  was  but  a  Peri-     ^lyX~ 
phrafis  of  the  word  Conftable,  he  created  him  w-vw 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  pub- 
limed  on  the  4th  of  July  an  Edid  of  Re-union, 
wherein  the  Reformed  were  handled  very  fe- 
verely.  This  done,  the  King  and  the  Duke  of 
Guife  had  an  Interview  at  Cbartres,    by  the 
Queen-Mother's  Interpofition. 

All  thefe  Favours  heaped  one  upon  another, 
would  not  however  fatisfy  the  Leaguers,  unlefs 
the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  was  honoured  with 
fome  new  Pre-eminence,  which  might  flatter 
his  vain  Ambition,  and  give  them  a  plaufible 
Pretence  for  breaking  the  Order  of  the  Suc- 
ceffion.  So  on  the  17th  of  Augufi,  he  was 
obliged  to  grant  Letters  Patents,  whereby  the 
faid  Cardinal  was  acknowledged  firft  Prince  of 
the  Blood  ;  this  theLeaguers  had  the  mod  ea- 
gerly purfued. 

But  tho'  the  King  feigned  outwardly  to  have 
broken  off  all  manner  of  Correfpondence  with 
the  King  of  Navarre,  nevertheless  he  fent  at  this 
very  time  Mr.  de  St.  Colombe,  Colonel  {MeflreThe  King 
de  Camp)  in  the  King's  Guards,    he   was  a/ends fome 
Bearnefe,  and  confequently  a  natural  Subj eel  ta^^jP 
the  King  of  Navarre  ;    under  Pretence  of  a^Na_' 
Journey  into  his  own  Country  for  fettling  hisVarre. 
Affairs,  he  was  to  pay  his  Refpects  to  his  Na- 
varrefe  Majefty  then  at  Rochelle,  which  he  did 
accordingly,  and  delivered  fecretly  his  MefTage, 
which  was  to  the  following  Purport ;  That  the 
Mod  Chriftian  King  was  indifpenfibly  obliged 
to  convene   the  States  of  the  Kingdom   and 
there  to  disinherit  his  Navarrefe  Majefty,  unlefs 
by  a  publick  Recantation   he  mould  renounce 
the  Reformed  and  adhere  to  the  Cathdlick  Re- 
V.  III.  Part  II.  LI    •  ligion  5 
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*lenrylI1,Kgion-,    That  if  he  would  comply  with  thefc 
Pole  Six-  Terms  and  return  to  Court,   he  was  fure  that 
tus  V.    every  thing  mould  fucceed  in  the  States,  after 
their  Wil"hes,  and  that  their  common  Enemies 
would  be  confounded  ;  That  being  united  to- 
gether, it  would  be  eafy  for  him  to  refume  his 
former  Authority,    and  reftore  Peace  in  the 
Kingdom. 

The  King  of  Navarre  was  exceedingly  mov- 
ed by  St.  Colombe's  Arguments,  and  in  truth 
had  it  not  been  for  Du  Plejfis*s  warm  Remon- 
ftrances,  he  would  have  complied  with  every 
thing  which  the  King  required  of  him,  not 
considering  that  there  was  no  Security  for  him, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Guife  was  already  gone 
too  far  to  defift,  upon  his  change  of  Re- 
ligion, being  fo  ftrongly  fupported  within 
and  without'  the  Kingdom  ;  fo  that  he  ran  the 
Hazard  to  lofe  all  his  Friends,  without  being 
fure  of  conquering  a  (ingle  Enemy.  Thefe 
Confederations  prevailed  at  laft  upon  his  Mind, 
he  difmifled  St.  Colombe  with  a  refpeclful  and 
dutiful  Anfwer  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
excufing  himfelf  for  not  accepting  his  moft 
gracious  Offers,  becaufe  his  Confcience  did  not 
allow  him  to  yield  to  the  Terms  propofed 
unto  him  (o). 

The  Clergy  advanced  five  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns  for  the  making  of  War  againft  He- 
refy  ;  and  two  Armies  were  raifed  to  be  main- 
tained with  that  Money  :  The  Duke  of  May- 
enne  had  the  Command  of  one,  and  the  King 
offered  the  other  to  the  Duke  of  Guife  •,  but 
thinking  that  it  was  better  for  him  to  keep 
about  the  King's  Perfon,  than  to  be  in  the  Ar- 
mies, he  declined  it,  and  refolved  to  abide  at 
Court.     The  Duke   of  Nevers  had   then  the 

Command 

(<?)  Vie  de  Du  Plcjfis  Mornay,  Li  v.  i.  p.  1 16,  1 1.7. 
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Command  of  that  Army,  which  was  to  act  in  Henry UI. 

Poitou,  Xaintonge,-  &c.  _  '588. 

t-j     »  .l      r  •  .1  •         Pope  Six- 

Tno  the  Leaguers  were  carrying  on  things  t„s  y 

with  fo  high  a  Hand,  they  had  however  no  < y»j 

great  Reafons  to  brag  of  their  Succefs  this  Year.    t-'CV. 
Their  Pride   was   extremely  humbled  by  tbe    J  SP" 
total  Rout  of  the  Spanish  Armada.    Phi-m^rout. 
lip  11.  the  main  Support   of  the  League,  haded  by  the 
taken  for  his  Share,   in  the  general  Scheme  theEnS!j1^- 
Catholick  Powers  had  laid,  for  the  Deftruction 
of  the  Protectant  and  Reformed  Religion,  the 
Invafion  of  Great  Britain,   beginning  by  Eng- 
land i  for  that  End,  he  made   for  five  or  fix 
Years,  at  a  prodigious  Expence,  fuch  van:  Pre^ 
parations  both  by  Sea    and  Land,    but  efpe- 
cially  by  Sea,  as  feemed  fufficient  to  abforb  the 
whole  World  :   And  indeed  had  he  fucceeded, 
as  it    was  likely,  I  don't  know  what  human 
Pov/er  of  the  World  could  have  oppofed  his 
Aim  to  an  univerfal  Monarchy  ?  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  being  united  to  his  former  Domi- 
nions, the  Low  Countries   would   have  been 
forced  of  courfe  to  yield  to  his  Yoke ;   France 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  cope  with  him,  the 
Leaguers  would  have  helped  him  to  the  Con- 
quer! thereof,  they  had  already  made  two  At- 
tempts  upon    Bologn,    that   his   Land-Forces 
might  have  a  Sea- Port,  where  they  could  make 
a  Defcent.   But  God  Almighty  was  pleafed  to 
chaftife  their  Pride.  That  dreadful  Arma- 
da  did  not  find  the  Englijh,  either  lull'd  a- 
fleep   by    the   vain   Treaties    of  Peace,    with 
which  the  Council  of  Spain  fought  to  amufe 
them  ;  or  divided  amongft  themfelves  about 
Religion  ;  or  terrified  by  that  enormous  Force  -, 
whereof  the  Spaniards   had  made  their  Boa  ft, 
backed  with  the  Thunders  of  Sixtus  V.  againft 
Queen  Elizabeth  :   But  all  perfectly  united  to- 
L  1  2  gether, 
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HenrvTU.getiier5aii  ftoutly  refolute  and  well-prepared  to 
Pote  Six-  defend    the  Honour  of  their  generous  Queen, 
tus  v.    and   the  Liberty  of  their  Native  Country.     I 
<— v— — '  don't  intend  to  give  any  particular  Account  of 
that  Expedition,  fo  well  known  in  this  Coun- 
try.    I  mall  obferve  only,  that  of  that  vaft 
Number  of  Ships,  moft  part  whereof  were  of  a 
monftrous  Size,  and  which  had  been  Six  Years 
in  preparing  and  equipping,  and  had  coft  above 
twelve  Millions  of  Crowns,  before  they  could 
fail  from  Lijbonne  moft  part  in  lefs  than  three 
Weeks  were  deftroyed    one   way    or   other, 
with   the  Lofs   of  ten   thoufand   Men   either 
killed  or  drowned,  and  a  thoufand  Prifoners 
that  were  brought  to  London  ;  fome  of  whom 
perceiving  fenfibly  Almighty  God's  Finger  in 
their  Defeat,  were  fo  impious  as  to  fay  that  for 
certain,  the  Lord  Jefus  had  turned  Lutheran,  or 
elfe  they  Jhould  have  fucceeded   in  their   At- 
tempt (p). 
CCVI.        But  if  the  League  was  fo  unkindly  treated 
Tfa  Ditle  by  the  Englijh,  their  good  Friends   in  France 
^Savoy    made  them  amends  for  it,  as  full  as  they  could. 
Marqui-    Charles  Emmanuel,    Duke  of  Savoy,    always 
fate  ofSz-  ready  to  fiih   in  troubled  Waters,  improved 
luces.        this  Opportunity,  for  feizing  on  moft  part  of 
the  Marqui  fate  of  Saluces,  upon  very  frivolous 
Pretentions-,    he   took    Carmagnole    the   chief 
Town,  in  the   Month  of  September,  wherein 
he  found  four  hundred  Cannon,  Bullets  and 
Gun- Powder  in  proportion  ;  then  he  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Guife,  offering  his  Aftiftance  for 
helping  him  to  execute  his  Defigns,  provided 
he  would    yield   unto   him    the  Provinces   of 
Dauphine,  Provence,    and    the   Marquifate  of 
Saluces.    But  the  Duke  unwilling  to  fnare  with 


any 


(p  )  Tbuan.  Lib.  lxxxix.  p.  247,  —  256.     Memoires  de 
la  Ligue,  'lorn.  U.  pag.  629  —  715. 
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any  one,  a  Kingdom  which  he  intended  to  keep  Henrylir. 
whole  for  himlelf,  declined  at  nrft  the  Propofi-  p  ***$: 
tions  of  the  Savoyard,  and  without  rejecting  ab-    tu's  y 

folutely  the  Offer,  he  put  off  the  Consideration  < v 1 

thereof  to  a  better  Time,  faying  that  the  Har- 
veft  was  not  as  yet  full  ripe.  Emmanuel  was 
provoked  at  this  Anfwer,  which  he  took  for 
a  flat  Denial,  and  in  order  to  be  revenged,  he 
informed  the  King,  by  the  Marquis  of  Luzinge 
his  Embaflador  at  the  Court  of  France,  of  the 
Guifians  wicked  Defigns  againft  his  Majeffy, 
offering  his  Services  and  Affiftance,  and  beg- 
ging that  what  he  had  done  for  his  own  Secu- 
rity, mould  not  be  taken  amifs.  What  the 
Confequences  of  that  Affair  were,  and  how  it 
ended  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV,  don't  belong 
properly  to  this  Hiftory  (q). 

By  the  King's  feigned  Reconciliation  with  the   CCVJI. 
Duke  of  Guije,  the  Duke  of  Efpernon  had  been  Union  be- 
obliged  to  leave  the  Court,  and  to  repair  to  ^!~'e"'  ^ 
his  Government  of  Angouleme,  where  he  efcaped  an^  jes 
very  near  the  being  affaflinated  by  the  feditious  Diguieres. 
Leaguers ;  and  for  three  or  four  Days  he  had 
to  ftruggle   with  the   greateft  Difficulties,  his 
Lady,  who  was  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  his 
Enemies,  was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  her  Life, 
being  threatned  with  Death  if  herHufband  did 
not  furrender  himfelf ;  however,  thro'  his  great 
Courage   and    Prefence  of  Mind   he  got   the 
upper  hand    of  the  Seditious,    and   forgiving 
the  Commoners,  he  obliged  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry   who  had  been  the  Fire-brands  of  that 
Sedition,  to  leave  the  City.  This  Treatment  of 
the  Duke,  together  with  the  Edict  of  Union,  pub- 
liihed  in  July  before,  afforded   the  Lord  Ber- 
nard de  la  Villctte  his  Brother,   Governour  of 
L  1   3  Pro- 

(q)  Thuan.  Lib.  xcii,  p.  3^.. —  5.        Mem.  c!e  la  Liguc, 
Tom.  II.  \\  715,  —  718. 
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Henrylll.  Provence,   a  jufl:  Pretence  to  conclude  an  Al- 

p1}  I'.  _  liance  offenfive  and  defenfive    with  the  Lord 

tus  V.  °f  Les  Diguieres,  Chief  of  the  Reformed   in 

< — -v——>Dai(p/ji!?e,   which  was  not  only  approved  by 

the  Duke  of  EJpemon,  but  wherein  he  entered 

himfelf  a  little  after  (r). 

The  King  of  Navarre,  at  whom  the  Duke 
ofGuife  aimed  principally,  bravely  oppofed  the 
Efforts  of  the  League,    and  endeavoured   to 
fhew  his  Enemies,  who  at  the  Bottom  aimed 
more  at  his  Perfon  than  his  Religion,  that  he 
knew  very  well  how  to  defend  the  one,  by  the 
means  of  the  other.     He  re-took  the  Ifles  of 
Charon  and  Marans,  which  the  Royalifts  had 
feized    under   the    Command    of   Lavardin, 
whereby   he  not   only  confirmed    his   Affairs 
in  Xaintonge,  and  Pditou,   but  fenfibly  obliged 
the  Rochellefe,  who  faw    themfelves    reftored, 
as  it  were,  to  their  Liberty,  by  thefe  Con- 
quers (s). 
CCVIII.      The  Time  drawing  near  for  the  States  of 
States  of   Blojs,  the  Elections   for  Deputies  were  carry- 
ing on  in  the  Provinces  with  great  Heats.  The 
King  flattered    himfelf   with    thefe    Notions, 
that   the   Nobility,     whofe   Luftre   proceeded 
from    the  Crown's  ;    the  Clergy,    who   were 
beholden  to   him  for  their  Benefices  and  Pre- 
ferments ;  and  the  Officers  who  received  their 
Salaries  from  him,  would  fupport  and  ftrength- 
en  his  Authority,  and  affift  him  in  the  Reco- 
very of  that  Part  thereof,    which  the  Guijes 
had   wrefted  from  his  Hands.     Therefore  the 
Duke   of  Guife  reiterated  his  Intrigues  in  the 
Provinces,   to  procure  Deputies  at  his  devoti- 
on :    The  Clergy  exerted  all  their  Credit  over 
the  People's  Gonfcicncek  -,  and  when  they  had 

furioufly 

Ihnan,  lib.       Vide  la  Vie  Je  Le  Diguieres,  Liv. 
ch.       {< .]  Tbunn    lib. 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  France.      519 
furioufly  declaimed  againft  the  Government,  Henrylir. 
and  pathetically   defcribed  the  great  Miferies     *5 88: 
under  which  the  Kingdom  groaned,  they  ex-    \^  v" 
tolled   to   the   Skies  the  tranfcendent  Virtues 
of  the   Duke   of  Guife,  who   would    deftroy 
Tyranny  and  Herefy,  and  reftore  Liberty  and 
Religion  to  their  former  Splendor.    True  it  is, 
that  the  Memoirs  which  Du  Plejfis  caufed  to 
be  diftributed  in  all  the  Provinces,  concerning 
the  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom,    were  effica- 
cious  enough   for  obliging  fome  of  them,  to 
give  proper  Inftructions  to   their  Reprefenta- 
tives  for  demanding  that  the  King  mould  make 
Peace  with   the  King  of  Navarre.     But  they 
were  but  few  in  Number,  and  their  Voice  was 
fmorhered  by  the  Majority,  all  dependent  on 
the  Guijes  :  Indeed  the  Buftles  for  Elections, 
became  fo  open  and  violent,  that  if  any  one 
offered  to  fpeak  the  leaft  Word  againft  them, 
he  was  deprived  of  his  Right  of  Voting. 

Soon   after   the   News   of  the  Defeat  and 
Difperfion  of  the  Invincible  Armada,  the 
King  went  to  Blois  -,  he  thought  that  the  League 
being   ftunn'd  with  fuch  a   Blow,  the  States 
would  be  more  tradable :  with  that  Notion,  he 
applied  himfelf  to  win  the  Deputies  to  his  In- 
tereft, as  they  arrived,  by  kind  and  honoura- 
ble Ufage,    by  Promifes,  and  by  pathetick  Ar- 
guments drawn  from  the  Confideration  of  the 
publick  Good  and  Welfare  of  the  Kingdom  : 
But  the  Chief  Leaguers  had  fo  well  worked 
upon  their  Minds  in  the  Provinces,  that  they 
were  incapable  of  any  other  Impreffion.     He 
fent  Orders   to   the  Chancellor  of  Chiverny  to 
refign  his  Office,  and   the  Seals  were  given  to 
Montholon,  the   Secretaries   Vi/Ieroy,    Brulart, 
Pinar,  with  Beliievre,  were  exiled  from  Court; 
Ruz>   de  BeaidieUj  and  Lewis  de  Revol    were 
L  1  4  made 


520  Hiftory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol. III. 
Henry  1 1 1,  made  Secretaries  in  their  ftead.  Then  on  the 
„  f58^.-     1 6th  of  October  the  States  began  their  Seilions, 

Pope    Six-         .  " 

tus  V.     which  the  King  opened  with  a  long,  fine,  gra- 
cious and  very  moving  Speech  •,  the  main  Scope 
whereof  was  to  give  them  to  underftand,  that 
he  fincerely  forgave  all  paft  Offences  and  Inju- 
ries done  to  his  Royal  Majefty,  but  that  he 
expected  to  fee  the  Royal  Authority  reftored, 
and  that  the  Duke  of  Guife,  (he  did  not  name  him) 
fhould  be  compelled  to  keep  in  the  Bounds  of 
his  Duty  by  the  States'   Authority  ;   that  he 
was  earneftly  defirous  to  reform  the  State  by 
their  Advice,  and  required  their  Affiftance  for 
that  purpofe.     Renaud  de  Beaune,  Archbifhop 
of  Bourges,  was  Speaker  for  the  Clergy  ;  Clau- 
dius of  Beaufremont,  Baron  of  Senefcay,  for  the 
Nobility  ♦,  and  La  Chapelle  Marteau,  the  fa- 
mous Archi- Leaguer  of  Paris,  for  the  Com- 
mons. The  King  and  the  States  folemnly  fwore 
to  caufe  the  Edict  of  Union  above-mentioned 
to  be  obferved  and  executed  :  The  Clergy  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Council  of  Trent  fhould  be  ap- 
prov'd  and  received  in  the  Kingdom,  a  Point 
they  had  been  continually  driving  at  for  twen- 
ty five  Years  together,   but  which  the  Parlia- 
ment had  always  diligently  and  courageoufly 
oppofed  \  and  on  this  Occafion,  D'EfpeJJes  At- 
torney-General, fpeaking  for  the  Liberties  of 
the  Gallican  Church,  fet  forth,  That  they  were 
not  exorbitant  Privileges,  but  natural  and  com- 
mon  Rights,  which  all  Churches  formerly  en- 
joyed, and  which  that  c/France  had  been  care- 
ful to  preferve,  without  fuffering  any  Derogation 
from  them.     That  they  confijied  mojl  efpecially  in 
t%io  Points  ;   \Jl,  That  the  Pope  had  no  Power 
to  ordain  or  judge  in  Matters  relating   to  the 
vil  Adrniniflraticn  within  the  King's  Domini- 
ons ;  that  if  he  did,  the  Subjctts  were  net  bound 

to 
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to  obey  him,  not  even  thofe  of  them  that  were  Henrylll. 
in  holy  Orders:  The  id,  That  alt  ho*  the  French  p,58|.* 
do  allow  that  the  Pope  has  the  fupreme  Autho-    °^s  yX~ 
rity  in  Ecclefiajlical  Affairs,  yet  they  never  al- 
low'd  his  Power  to  be  abfolute,  but  to  be  confined 
within  the  Limits  of  the  holy  Canons,  and  the 
Rules  prefcribed  by  the  ancient  Councils  received 
in  the  Kingdom.  D*  Efpejfes  pufhed  the  Clergy 
fo  home   upon   this  Subject,    that   tho'  they 
were  fupported   by  the  Nobility,  nevertheless 
the  Debate  was  broke  off  by  a  confufed  Mur- 
mur, the  Aflembly  rifing  fuddenly  without  de- 
termining any  thing  upon  it,  nor  was  it  after- 
wards renamed  while  the  States  continued  at 
Blots  (t). 

As   to  the  reft  of  their  Proceedings,  it  will 
be  enough  to  obferve,  that  two  thirds  of  that 
Aflembly  being  wholly  devoted  to  the  League 
and  the  Duke  of  Guife,  they  demanded  of  the 
King,  That  the  abfolute  Command  of  the  Ar- 
mies fhould  be  put  into    the  Hands   of  the 
Duke,  with  the  Title  of  Conftable  ;  and  that 
the  King  of  Navarre  fhould  be  declared  in- 
capable of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown :  Which 
Points  they  prefled  upon  him  with  the  utmoft 
Earneftnefs  and  Importunity,    till   the  King 
durft  hardly  either  excufe  or  delay  his  Con- 
fent  •,  but  he  complained  bitterly,  That  they 
were  compelling  him  to  divefi  himfelf  of  his  Au- 
thority, and  to  dig  a  Grave  for  himfelf  to  be 
buried  in,  whenever  the  Duke  pleas' d.     How- 
ever, the  firft  Point  was  to  be  granted,  but  it 
was  never  enjoyed  by  him  :   The  fecond  was 
likewife  granted  out  of  Condefcenfion,  and  on 
the  4th  of 'November  the  States  enacted  the  King 
of  Navarre's  Exclufion  from  the  Succeflion  to 
the  Crown.     What  hurried  them    to  do  that 

piece 

( t)  Thuan.  lib.  xciii,  pag.  361,  362. 
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HenryTir.pjece    0f  Injustice   was  a  Petition  fent    to   the 
/>^8|ix_King,  by  the  King  of  Navarre,  from  Rochelle* 
tus  V.    whereby  the  Reformed   required   the  Reftora- 
*  .— v~mmJ  (ion  of  the  Edict  of  January  1561  ;   The  Af- 
fembly  of  a  National  Council,  fo  many  times 
defired,  wherein  their  Divines  might  be  heard, 
the   controverted  Points   freely    debated    and 
modeftly   decided ;    The    Restitution    of  the 
Goods  and  Eftates  forfeited  fince  the  laft  Edict 
of  Peace  ;  That  the  States  of  the  Kingdom  af- 
fembled   at  Blots  mould  approve  the  laid  Peti- 
tion, which  they  had  caufed  to  be  printed,  or 
elfe.  they  excepted  againft  them  (*).     That  Pe- 
tition was  no  fooner    perufed   by   the   Depu- 
ties, efpecially  thofe  of  the  Gutfian    Faction, 
than  they  flew  out  into  a  violent  Paffion,  and 
executed  what  is  above  faid. 
CCIX.        During  the  Seflions  of  the  States  at  Blois,  the 
^MWReformed  held  a  p0iiticai  Affembly  at  Rochelle, 
of  the  Re    tlie  -^ing  0*  Navarre  being  preient,  for  conii- 
formed      dering  the  propereft  Ways  and  Means  of  diver- 
Cburches   ting  or  withstanding   the   violent  Storm   that 
lelle"      was  ra^ng  againit  them;  the  faid  Prince  open- 
ed  the  Seflions  on  the  1 6th  of  November  with 
a  fhort  Speech  tending  to   exhort  them  to  U- 
nion  and  Concord,  to  perfevere  in  their  Loyal- 
ty to  the  King   who   was  kept  captive  by  the 
Enemies,  and  to  confider  that  what  he  had  done 
againfl  them  proceeded  not  from  his  own   free 
Will,  but  had  been  extorted  from  him  by  force, 
and  to  make  new  Efforts  for  oppofing  the  wick- 
ed Defigns  of  the  League,  wherein   he  would 
be  always  ready  to  fet  up   himfelfas  a  Pattern 
to  others.     It  is  obfervable  that  he  prefided  not 

in 

(*)  Thuan.  lib.  xciii.  pag.  355.  D'  Aubigne,  Tom.  III. 
Liv.ii.  cli.  8.  Eut  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  DuPieJJii  had 
ro  Hand  at  all  in  this,  and  difapproved  of  fuch  a  Petition. 
Vie  de  Du  Pltjjis,  Liv.  i.  pag.  124. 
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in  this  AfTembly  by  any  other  Title  or  Right  Henrylll. 
but  that  of  Election  :  And  it  is  no  lefs  obfervable     '  5|?- 
that  in  his  whole  Life  he  was  never  fo  fevere-     \ns  y 
\y  handled  as  he  was  at  this  Time.     The   De- 
puties of  the  Provinces  were  charged  with  very 
mortifying  Inftructions  againft  that  Prince,  he 
was  upbraided  for  his  Ungratefulnefs  to  his  moft 
faithful    Servants  of  the   Reformed   Religion, 
while  he  beftowed   freely  his  Favours  upon  the 
Catholicks  even  upon  the  Leaguers,  on  account 
of  fome  frivolous  Hopes,  like  wife  for  his  ex- 
travagant Expences  for  the  Support  of  his  Mif- 
trefTes,  and  was   obliged  to  bear  with  the  Re- 
proofs of  the  Minifters  that  were   deputed   to 
him  for  that  purpofe  ;  nay,  if  Mezeray  is  to  be 
credited,  they  went  fo  far  in  that  AfTembly  as  to 
Debate  whether  it  would   not  be  proper  to  di- 
veft  him  of  the  Protectorfhip,  and  to  chufe  in 
his  ftead  Prince  Cafimir.     But  I  don't  find  any 
like  Proportion  in  the  Hiflorians  of  thofe  Days ; 
true  it   is  that  D'Aubigne  fays  that  Complaints 
were  made  againft   the  Protector  a  l  Ty- 
ranny, as  they  ftiled  it,  and  that  the  Depu- 
ties applied  themfelves  to  bring  that  Office  into 
the  Compafs  of  its  primitive  Rules.     Du  PleJ/is 
in  his  Memoirs,  and   his  Biographer,   fpeak  of 
fome  Heats  and  Jealoufies  which  caufed  at  firft 
fome  divifion  in  that  AfTembly,  but  they  don't 
enter  Into  any  Particulars  of  that  kind.     Tbuanus 
relates  what  was  enacted  in  that  Aflembly,  with- 
out mentioning  a.ny  Debate,  much  lefs  upon  fuch 
a  Subject.  Howbeit,  through  the Interpofition  of 
the  King  of  Navarre's  Friends,  thefe  Heats  being 
qualified,  and  Jealoufies  and  Miftrufts  removed, 
they  proceeded  quietly  to  make  very  good  and 
prudent  Regulations,  againft  Swearers,  Ravifhers, 
Leacherous,  Robbers,  ordering  that  the  Laws 
made  againft  them  fhould  be  ftrictly  put  in  Ex- 
ecution. 
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HenryIII.ecution.     As  for  fa    pQor  Rnr\   nte^y9  fat  fay 

Pope  Six-  ^10ulci   t>e  relieved  by    publick  Contributions, 
tus  v.    and  to  admit  none  into  publick  Offices  but  of  a 
^—v—'confpicuous  Capacity,   Probity  and  Piety  ;  they 
made  likewife   feveral   other  Regulations,  con- 
cerning the  Treafury  or  Exchequer,  the  Gifts, 
the  Immunities,    the   military  Difcipline,    the 
Stipend  of  the  Army,  &c.  csV.     Then  having 
received  the  Sacrament  all  together  with   the 
King  of  Navarre,  they  ended  their  Seffions  on 
the    17th  of  December,  and   parted   feemingly 
reconciled  one   with  another,  tho'  D' '  Aubigne 
obferves,  that  that  Prince  remembered   after- 
wards the  Treatment  he   had  received  in  that 
Affembly  (v). 
CCX.         At  Blois  the  Royal  Majefty  funk  every  day 
The  Duke  more  and  more,  the  Duke  of  Guife  and  his  Ad- 
*Cardin  I  nerents  trampled  it  under    their  Feet.     The 
of  Guife    King  was  informed  about  this  Time,  by  the 
executed    Republick  of  Venice,  the  Great  Duke   of  Tuf- 
at  Blois.    cany,  and  the  Duke   of  Mantua,  of  the  fecret 
Agreement  pafTed  between  Sixtas  V.  and  the 
Duke,  whereby  that  Pope  promifed  to  give  his 
Niece  to  Wife  to  the  Prince  of  Jotnville  the 
Duke's   Son,    and  to  transfer    the  Crown    of 
France  to  the  faid  Duke,  the  King  having  been 
firft  depofed  as  an  unworthy  Prince  («).     Be- 
fides  that,  the  Affronts  put  upon  his  Attorney 
and  Sollicitor  General  for  having  oppofed  ftre- 
nuoufly  the  Reception  of  the  Council  of  Trent^ 
touched  him  to  the  quick.     To  this  was  added 
the  Duke  of  Guife* s  great  Impudence  in  the  Af- 
fair of  Orleans,  the  King  denying  that  he  had 
ever  granted  the  Leaguers  fuch  a  Place  as  a  cau- 
tionary Town,  and  Guife  affirming  the  contrary, 

•       he 

(<v)  Thuan.  Ibid.  D'Aubigne  Ibid.  Mezeray  Abregc 
Chron.  Part.  III.  Tom.  V.  pag.  327.  Vie  de  Du  Piellis 
Ibid,  fes  Memoires  Tom.  I. 

(u)  Thuanus  Lib.  xciv.'  pag.  399. 
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he  carried  his  Saucinefs  fo  far  as  to  tell  his  Ma-  Henrylil. 
iefty  in  a  Paflion,  Sir,    you    did,  and  we     *5g8- 

J      J  Pope  Six- 

SHALL     HAVE      IT      EVEN      AGAINST      YOUR      jus  y 

Will.     But  what  determined  the  King  to  hur- 
ry the  Ruin  of  that  proud  Man,  were  the   re- 
peated Advices   fent  to  him  by   the  Duke   of 
Mayenne  himfelf  Brother  to  the  Duke  of  Guifey 
confirmed  by  the  Dutchefs  of  Elbeuf  his   near 
Relation,  and  by   the  Marfhal   of  Aumont,  by 
Rambouillet  and  feveral  others,    who  advifed 
the  King  to  be  upon  his  guard,  and  to  pre- 
vent his  Enemy,  or  elfe  he  would  be  prevented 
by  him.     The  Carriage    of   the  Dowager  of 
Montpenfier  Sifter  to  the  faid  Duke  was  like- 
wife  a  ftrong  Indication  of  the  great  Mifchief 
that  was  hanging  over  the  King's  Head  •,  ihe 
mewed  her  golden  SchTars,  and  bragged  in  full 
Court,  That  they  would  ferve  to  give   the  King 
a   third  Crown,     meaning     a  Prieft's  Crown. 
Therefore  his  Majefty   furrounded  with  Fears 
and  overwhelmed   with  Sorrows,    call'd  apart 
the  Marfhal  of  Aumont,    Nicholas  d'Angennes 
Tord  of  Rambouillet,  Anthony  de  Brichanteau 
and  Beauvais  Nangis,  four  of  hismoft  faithful  and 
trufty  Servants,  and  having  commanded  them 
to  fit  down  by  him,  he  unbofomed  himfelf  to 
them,  and  in  a  very  moving  Speech  he  fet  forth 
the  black  Ungratefulnefs  of  the  Duke  of  Guife 
who  was  beholden  for  all  his  Grandeur  to  the 
Kings  his  Father  and  Brothers  and  to  himfelf, 
and  who  requited  him  fo  unworthily   by  cor- 
rupting the  Cities  and  inticing   away  his  Sub- 
jects from  their  lawful  SubmhTion  and  Obedi- 
ence to  their  own  Sovereign,  by  plotting  and 
attempting   to   fubvert   the  fundamental  Laws 
of  the  Kingdom  as  to  the  Right  of  Succef- 
fion  to  the  Crown,    by   endeavouring  by  all 
wicked   means   to    deprive  the   lawful   Heirs, 

for 
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Henrylll.  for  getting  himfelf  into  their  Succeflion,  find 
1588.    keeping  for  tnat  end  treafonable  Correfponden- 

tus  \/1X"ces  w^  t^le  mo^:  embittered  Enemies  of  the 
State,  the  King  of  Spain,  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
&c.  That  his  Defigns  againft  his  own  Perfon 
were  too  obvious  and  too  well  known  even  by 
themfelves  -,  he  accufed  his  Patience  and  too 
Jong  Forbearance,whereby  he  had  brought  upon 
the  Kingdom  and  himfelf  the  Misfortunes  and 
Miferies  whereunder  they  did  then  groan,  &c. 
Laftly,  he  commanded  them  to  advife  him  freely 
what  he  was  to  do  to  avert  the  Danger  where- 
with the  Kingdom  and  he  were  threatened,  and 
afked  them  whether  the  beft  Way  at  prefent 
would  not  be  to  have  the  Duke  of  Guife  and 
his  Family  arretted  and  brought  to  their 
Trial  ?  Marfhal  d'Aumont  joined  with  the  King 
in  the  fame  Opinion.  It  was  the  moll  honour- 
able, but  not  the  fafeft  Way,  very  far  from  it ; 
for  who  would  have  taken  upon  himfelf  to  ar- 
reft  the  faid  Duke  in  a  City  where  he  was  the 
mod  powerful,  being  ufually  attended  with  a 
numerous  Guard?  and  fuppofe  he  could  have 
been  arretted,  who  would  have  tryed  him  ?  not 
the  States  to  be  fure,  more  than  the  two  thirds 
thereof  being  in  his  Intereft.  The  Parliament  of 
Paris  were  his  natural  Judges  •,  but  how  could 
he  have  been  carried  thither  without  being 
refcued  upon  the  Road  ?  How  could  the  Par- 
liament pronounce,  how  plain  and  ftrong  foever 
the  Evidences  were  againtt  him,  they  being  be- 
fieged,  as  one  may  fay,  by  that  Multitude  of 
factious  Leaguers.  Thefe  Difficulties  were  not 
to  be  eafily  overcome.  Therefore  Ramboutllety 
Brichanteau,  and  Beawvais  Nangts,  confidering 
that  his  high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours  were 
but  too  certain,  advifed  his  Majefty  to  have 
him  executed  in  a  private  manner,  and  to  ar- 

reft 
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reft  the  Cardinals  of  Bourbon  and  Guife,  the  Henrylir. 
Archbifhop  of  Lyons,  the  Prince  of  Joinville  p  l5^.8" 
Son  to  the  Duke,  the  Duke  of  Nemours,  and  °{eQS  y~ 
feveral  others.  That  Opinion  prevailed,  and 
accordingly  Orders  were  given  to  Lar  chant,  one 
of  the  Captains  of  his  Guards,to  get  every  thing 
ready  for  that  Execution  the  Morning  of  the 
Day  after  the  next  which  was  the  23d  of  De- 
cember. The  King  feigning  to  have  a  mind  to 
difpatch  the  Bufinefs  that  he  might  attend  his 
Devotions  during  Chriftmafs  Holidays,  de- 
fired  the  Duke  of  Guife,  the  Cardinal  and  o- 
thers  of  his  Privy  Council  to  come  very  early 
that  Morning.  I  mall  not  enter  into  any  Par- 
ticulars of  this  bloody  Tragedy, any  further  than 
to  obferve  that  the  Duke  being  inebriated  with 
the  high  Conceit  of  his  great  Power,  fcorned 
the  wholefome  Advices  he  received  to  beware 
of  the  King,  that  a  Plot  was  laid  againil  his 
Life,  and  would  be  executed  upon  fuch  a  Day 
and  in  fuch  a  manner  ;  he  went  to  Council  at 
the  appointed  time,  and  as  he  was  entering  the 
Chamber  he  was  afTaulted  by  nine  of  the  45 
worthier!:  whom  the  King  kept  conftantly  in 
in  his  Pay,  and  to  whom  only  he  trufted  the 
guard  of  his  own  Perfon  Night  and  Day  ;  he 
received  1 5  or  16  Stabs,  and  falling  upon  the 
Floor,  he  died  inftantly.  The  Cardinal  his 
Brother  hearing  the  Noife  from  the  Council- 
Chamber,  and  gueffing  what  it  was,  got  up  fud- 
denly  in  order  to  run  away  thro'  another  Door  ; 
the  Archbifhop  of  "Lyons,  confcious  of  the  Fault 
he  had  done  in  oppofing  thofe  who  advifed  the 
Duke  to  leave  the  Court,  went  to  the  Door  of 
the  King's  Chamber,  as  if  he  had  a  mind  to 
aflift  the  Duke  or  to  die  with  him.  But  he  and 
the  Cardinal  were  prevented  by  the  Guards  that 
came  at  that  time  into  the  Council- Chamber, 

and 
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Henrylll.  and  arretted  them.  The  Marfhal  of  Aumont,  pri- 
1588.  Vy  to  the  Affair,  comforted  them  the  beft  he 
tus  V*"  cou^»  an<^  exhorted  them  to  Patience,  then 
1  they  were  both  brought  up  into  a  Garret  of  the 
Cattle,  where  they  remained  that  Day  and  the 
next  Night.  Then  the  King  having  admitted 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  to  his  Prefence,  he 
told  them,  directing  his  Speech  to  the  Cardinal 
of  Vendome,  Now  I  am  King,  and  am  refold- 
ed to  carry  on  the  War  againft  the  Hereticks 
more  vigor oujly  than  ever,  which  was  retarded  by 
thofe  turbulent  Men,  who  had  always  the  facred 
Name  of  Religion  upon  their  Tongues,  but  had  no 
Senfe  thereof  in  their  Hearts.  Let  thofe  who 
fhall  continue  to  molejl  me,  learn  by  this  Example 
that  the  fame  Fate  will  attend  them,  if  they  don't 
dejijl.  Then  he  went  to  the  Queen  Mother's 
Apartment,  and  told  her  what  he  had  done ; 
fhe  was  much  furprifed  at  it,  however  as  me 
knew  perfectly  well  how  to  difTemble,  fhe  ap- 
proved the  thing,  but  afked  her  Son,  whether 
he  for ef aw  the  Conferences  thereof,  and  was  pro- 
vided againft  all  Events  ?  he  having  anfwered 
affirmatively,  fhe  told  him,  that  Jhe  prayed  to 
God,  that  he  would  make  him  profper  in  his  Un- 
dertakings. At  the  fame  time,  the  Dukes  of 
Nemours  and  Elbccuf  were  arretted  in  their  own 
Chambers,  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  and  the 
Prince  of  Joinville  had  Guards  fet  upon  them, 
Anne  of  Eft  Mother  to  the  Dukes  of  Guife  and 
Nemours  was  likewife  arretted.  Then  Richelieu, 
Provoft  of  the  King's  Houfhold,  went  with 
his  Company  of  Guards,  and  arretted  the  Pre- 
fident  de  Neuilly,  Compan,  Cot te- Blanche,  La 
Chapelle  Marteau,  four  Reprefentatives  of  the 
City  of  Paris,  and  very  hot  Leaguers,  with 
Vincent  Le  Roy,  Mayor  of  Amiens.  Laval  de 
hois -Dauphin,  the  Count  of  Briffac,  were  like- 
wife 
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wife  arretted  in  their  own  Houfes,  but  theHenrylll. 
firft  was  releafed  upon  Promife  that  he  would  pI58c8' 
never  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  King,  and  °^y^ 
the  Duke  of  Monbazon  and  Larchant  entering 
caution  for  him  •,  the  Bifhops  of  Cominges,  Bo- 
logn,  and  another  efcaped  Priibn  by  their  Flight; 
feveral  others  who  felt  their  Confciences  guilty, 
did  the  fame.  In  the  mean  while  the  King  fent 
Secretary  Revol  to  Cardinal  Morofini  the  Pope's 
Legate,  to  notify  unto  him  the  Duke  of  Guife's 
Execution,  the  Reafons  that  had  induced  him 
to  it,  and  to  let  him  know  that  he  was  firmly  re- 
folved  to  carry  on  the  War  vigoroufly  againft 
the  King  of  Navarre;  wherewith  the  Legate 
feemed  to  be  fatisfied.  Ornano  was  fent  poft 
to  Lyons  to  arreft  the  Duke  of  Mayenney  but 
was -prevented  by  the  Courier  which  Mendoza 
the  Spani/h  Embaffador  had  fent  to  that  Prince 
to  inform  him  of  the  Danger  he  was  in  •,  fo  that 
he  had  juft  time  enough  for  going  out  of  the 
City  through  one  Gate,  while  Ornano  entered  it 
through  another.  The  next  day  the  King  hav- 
ing confented  to  the  Cardinal  of  Guife's  Death, 
£,1?  Guaft  Captain  of  his  Guards  went  to  him 
with  four  of  his  Soldiers  armed  with  Hal- 
berds, and  having  told  his  Eminence  that  his 
Majefty  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him,  he  led  him 
thro'  fome  dark  places,  defiring  him  to  recom- 
mend himfelf  to  God,  and  having  bid  his  Men 
to  do  their  Duty,  they  killed  him  with  their 
Halberds.  The  Rumour  of  that  Execution 
being  fpread  abroad,  every  one  ftood  in  amaze  ; 
thofe  who  had  been  almoft  unconcerned  at  the 
Duke's  Execution,  cenfured  that  of  the  Cardinal 
becaufe  of  his  Character.  Morofini  let  the  King 
know,  that  he  was  fallen  under  the  greater  Ex- 
communication, for  the  Murder  of  a  Prieft  and 
a  Cardinal.  However,  to  binder  the  People 
V.  III.  Part  II.        Mm  from 
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ilenrylll.from  falling  into   the  grofTeft  Superftition  to- 
Priisbc-  warc*s  tne  Corps  of  the  deceafed,  it  was  thought 
*  tus  V.  proper  to  deftroy  them  entirely  •,  for  that  end 
v— ~v-— ;  tne  King's  Servants  fent  for  a  fufHcient   quan- 
tity of  Lime,  and  in    the  Night-time  they  let 
them  down   from   the  Window   with  a  Rope  •, 
they  were  intirely   confumed  in  it,  and  their 
Ames  caft  in  the  Wind. 
Charafter      Such  was  the  untimely  and  unexpected  End 
vfthetnuo$  thefe  two  mighty  ambitious  Men,  born  for 
■>,  Mts.  t^e  £ujn  ancj  subverfion  of  the  Kingdom.    The 
Duke   had  all  the  Qualifications  of  Body  and 
Soul  requifite  to  make  a  perfect  Ufurper.     His 
Body  was  inured   from  his  Youth  to  Fatigue 
and  Hardships,  and  could  eafily  bear  with  Cold, 
Heat,  Thirft  and  Hunger  •,  he  was  tall,  ftrong 
and  well  maped,   he  carried   a  majeftick  Mien 
and  a  graceful  Countenance  ;  he  flept  little,  was 
very  diligent,  chearful  and  merry,  and  was  fo 
ready  in  difpatching  Bufmefs,  that  he  made  but  a 
play  of  the  moft  ferious  and  weighty  \  he  was  civil 
and  courteous  to  every  one,  and  very  engaging, 
more  eloquent  in  private  than  in  pub  lick  *  he 
had    made  his   firft  Exercifes  in   the  War  in 
Hungary,  and  had  afterwards  made  himfelf  fa- 
mous by  the  Defence  of  Poitiers,  the  Rout  of 
Thorc  near  Chateau-Thierry,  in  which  Places  he 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  and  received  moft  honour- 
able Wounds ;  then  he  routed  the  German  Ar- 
my commanded  by  Baron  of  Dhona,  at  St.  Vin- 
cent, Vimory  and  Juneau.     All  thefe  Exploits, 
wherein  he  had  given  proof  of  a  Prudence  e- 
qual  to  his  Courage  and  Intrepidity,  procured 
him  the  Favour  of  all,  and  even  thofe  who  did 
not  approve  his  vaft  and  ambitious  Defigns,  and 
did  not  love  him  for  that,  could  not  refufe  him 
their  Admiration.     We    have  reprefented  the 
Duke  ofGuife  to  the  beft  Advantage :  But  thefe 

good 


Boo  K  VI.  Reformed  Church  ti  in  Fr  a  n  c  e  «       5-3-1 
good  Qualifications  were  (lifted  by  Vices  of  the  Henry  I  IE, 
blackeil  Dye.     His  Ambition  was  extravagant     ' 5^; 
and   boundlefs,  bis  Brr.in   was  perpetually  agi-    ^  y'*'* 
tated  with  a  thoufand  vail  and  confufed  Ima-  l— ^*W 
ginations,  and  gftew  gidfefy  with  too  much  Pro- 
fperity  ;  he  was  of  a  crafty  Genius  that  turneth 
eafily,  and  -while  he  fed  his  Eyes  with  diftant 
Objects,    he    flighted     the   prefent.     A   great 
Matter  in  the   widbed  Art  of  diflembling  and 
cheating,  he  was  not   afhamed  of  making  free 
with  Lyes  to  compafs  his  Ends  ;  they  were  fo 
cuftomary    with   him,    that    he  could    hardly 
fpeak  without  lying,  which  being  known  only 
by  his   intimate  Friends,  rendered  him  by  de- 
grees odious  to  them,  and  feveral  forfook  him 
for  it.     He  was  a  thorough  Hypocrite  as  to  Re- 
ligion^  for  while  he  infilled  fo  warmly  upon  the 
utter  Deftructioii  of  the  Reformed,  he  was  no 
lefs  eager  in  purfuing  an  Alliance  with  them, 
for    obtaining   which,  he  wrote  with    his  own 
Hand  thefe  very  Words  to  fome  of  the  top- 
ping Men  amongft  them,  If  a  Minister  is 

NOT     ENOUGH.     FOR     YOU,    YOU    WILL      GET 
TWO    IF    YOU     AGREE    WITH    ME.        And  We 

have  feen  what  Steps  the  Duke  of  Mayenne 
took  with  the  King  of  Navarre,  what  Offers 
he  tendered  to  him  in  1585  with  his  Brother's 
Confent  •,  fo  that  Religion  was  but  a  Maik 
whereunder  he  hid  the  wicked  Defigns  of  his 
Ambition.,  and  by  that  feigned  Zeal  for  the 
public k  Good  and  the  Glory  of  the  Catholiek 
Church  he  fought  only  to  dazle  the  People's 
Eyes,  and  advance  his  own  Intereft.  There 
was  a  vaft  difference  between  him  and  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne  his  Brother.  Guife  was  bold 
in  his  Defigns,  Mayenne  prudent  and  moderate  -9 
in  the  Houfhold  of  the  firfl  every  thing  was  in 
Confufion  and  Diforder,  in  Mayenne**  all  was 
Mm.  2,  ft<s 
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Henrylll. fet  in  good  order:  The  firft  did  not  care  how 
1S8^-     far  he  ran  in  debt,   provided  he  could  find   at 

*tus  V  *   any  ^ate  w^at  to  exPenc*>  tne  Second  regulated 
his  Expence  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  owed  no- 
thing;   the   firft   made     very   large   Promifes 
which  he  feldom  kept,  the  fecond  promifed  fel- 
dom,     but   was   always  faithful ;  the    firft    fet 
no  bounds  to  his  Ambition,  exceedingly  greedy 
after  new  Dignities,  new  Preferments,  and  ne- 
ver fatisfied  with  any  thing,  he  thought   him- 
felf  above   Laws,  and   whatever  came  in   his 
Fancy,  he  would  have  it  right  or  wrong ;  the 
fecond    was  modeft,  and  it   was  plain  enough 
that  he  liked  better  a  middle  Fortune  with  the 
Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  than  an  unbridled  Au- 
thority with  a  Civil  War.   Perzcart,  Guife's  Se- 
cretary,  having  been  arretted  and  his  Papers 
feized,    there    was   found   amongft  them    his 
Treaty  with  the  King  of  Spain,  and    another 
with  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     The  Account  of  the 
Money  he  had  received  of  the  King  of  Spain  at 
different  times   from   the   latter  end  of  1584, 
having  been  caft  up,  the  Sum  amounted  to  one 
million  five  hundred  thoufand  Crowns.    As  to 
the  Cardinal  of  Guife,  he  was  a  very  profligate 
Fellow,  given  up  to  all  manner  of  Debauchery, 
efpecially   to  Lewdnefs,     which    hindered  his 
Brother   from    trufting  him     with    his    fecret 
Thoughts  and  Defigns ;  he  was  proud  and  vio- 
lent,  which  occasioned  his  Death.     Such  were 
thefe  two  Men,   the  People's  Idols  while  alive 
and  after  their  Death  :  the  Duke  was  38  Years 
old,  wanting  eight  Days,  and  the  Cardinal  25 
or  thereabout.  (#). 

Had 


( x )  Thuan  Lib.  xcii,  xciii,  xciv.  It  is  he  who  charges, 
the  Duke  of  Guife  with  being  a  downright  Lyar.  l\lc- 
njoires  dc  Du  Phjfu  Momay.  Tom.  I. 
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Had  the  King  after   that  Execution  fent  in  Henry  III. 
all  hafte  for  his  Army  under  the  Command  of    '5^9 
the  Duke  of  Nevers,  which  was  in  Poitou,  and    (us  V. 
marched  with  it  directly  to  Paris,   while  that1 — v — «■ 
City  was  under  the  utmoft  Confirmation  for  Cmfeq"ef*- 
the  Death  of  its  Darlings,  very  likely  that  Step  ^iwJ/i' 
would  have  turned  to  his  Advantage  •,  but  his 
natural  Slownefs  did  not  allow  him  to  purfue 
vigorously   what  he  had  begun,  he  returned  to 
his  former  way  of  managing  Affairs,  and  giv- 
ing way  to  his  Superftition,    he  followed    the 
moft    imprudent    Counfel   of  the   Marfhal   of 
Retz;  he  fent  no  Succour  to  the  Marfhal  of  Au- 
mont  befieged   in   the  Caftle  of  Orleans  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  that  City,    becaufe    he  would 
have  offended  the  good  Catholicks,  had  he  re- 
called his  Army  out  of  Poitou  deftined  againft 
the  Hugonots  :  for  the  fame  reafon  he   would 
not  confent  for  this  time,  that  Sancy  mould  go 
into  Switzerland  and  defire  the  AfTiftance  of  the 
Proteftant  Cantons,  he  liked  better  to  do  the 
Sergeant's  Office   and  to  lead   himfelf  the  Pri- 
foners  of  Blois  to  the  Caftle  of  Amboife. 

Therefore  the  Parifians,  being  informed  of 
the  King's  Indolence,  ran  into  all  the  ExcefTes 
of  the  moft  outrageous  Rebellion.  The  Sixteen 
had  elected  the  Duke  of  Aumale  for  their  Go- 
vernour  as  foon  as  they  had  heard  of  the  Exe- 
cution made  at  Blois,  and  gave  the  Que.  to  all 
the  Preachers,  to  cry  up  the  Merits  of  the  two 
Brothers,  and  to  magnify  the  Perfidioufnefs 
and  Cruelty  of  the  King  •,  which  Orders  they 
fhamefully  executed,  with  all  the  Paftion  and 
Rage  that  can  be  imagined.  It  would  be  too 
offenfive  to  the  chafte  Eyes  of  my  Reader  to 
fee  here  the  many  Inftances  of  the  extravagant 
and  even  blafphemous  Rants  uttered  from  the 
Pulpit  on  this  occasion  by  one  Cuincejlre,  one 
M  m  3  Boitcha\ 
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Ueatylll  -Boucher,  and  many  others  recorded  by  Name  in 
the  Journal  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  III.  and  ia 
the  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  I' Hiftoire  de  France y 
and  in  the  Catholicon  d'Efpagne,  and  fome  o- 
thers.  I  mail  only  take  notice  of  the  Sentiments 
and  Proceedings  of  the  mod  able  and  eminent 
amongft  the  Catholick  Divines  in  France.  The 
Decifions  of  the  S  or  bonne  might  ferve  for  all. 
The  Sjxte  en  had  prefented  a  Petition  in  the 
Name  of  the  City  to  the  Duke  of  Aumale  by 
the  Provoft  of  the  Merchants,  and  the  -Efche- 
vins,  of  Sheriffs,  to  be  prefented  by  him  to  the 
Sorbomjts^  defiring  to  be  refolved  upon  thefe 
two  Points: 

i°.  Whether  the  People  of  France  were 
freed  from  their  Oath  of  Allegiance  fworn  to 
Henry  III? 

2°.  "Whether  the  fame  People  might  with  a 
*afe  Confcience  arm,  unite,  collect  Money,  and 
affefs  themfelves  for  the  Defence  and  Confer- 
vation  of  the  Catholick,  Apoftolick,  Roman 
Religion  in  the  Kingdom,  againft  the  nefarious 
Counfels  and  Attempts  of  the  faid  King  and 
ill  his  Adherents,  cjtV? 

Upon  which  Articles,  the  mature,  accurate 
and  free  Deliberations  of  all  and  fingular  the 
Mailers,  -in  Number  feventy,  being  heard,  &c. 
it  was  concluded  by  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
nemine  contradicente  ;  and  this  by  way  of  Ad- 
vice for  earing  the  Confciences  of  the  forefaid 
People;: 

j°.  That  the  People  of  this  Kingdom  were 
ireleafed  and  freed  from  their  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance fworn  to  the  faid  King  Henry. 

2°.  That  the  fame  People  might  lawfully, 
ard  with  a  fafe  Confcience,  arm,  unite,  col- 
lect Money,  and  contribute  towards  the  De- 
fence and  Confervation  of  the  Catholick  Apo- 
ftolick 
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flolick  and  Reformed  Religion  againft  the  ne-  Henrylir. 
farious  Counfels  and  Attempts  of  the  faid  King     'S88; 
and  all   his  Adherents   whatfoever,  becaufe  of  °£*s  ylx" 
his  violating  the  publick  Faith,  in  prejudice  of  < 
the   faid  Catholick  Religion,   the  Edict  of  the 
holy  Union,  and  the  natural  Liberty   of  the 
Aflembly  of  the  three  States  of  the  Kingdom, 
$c. 

The  People's  Minds  being  loofed  from  all 
Reftraints  of  Confcience  and  Allegiance  by 
fuch  a  Decifion,  'tis  no  wonder  they  ran  into 
all  manner  of  Excefies  againft  their  Sovereign, 
efpecially  after  the  Parliament  was  new  model- 
led by  the  Sixteen.  That  auguft  Body,  / 
mean  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  which  without 
any  other  Force  than  that  of  Juftice,  and  Pru- 
dence, was  never  wanting  to  uphold  the  Royal 
Authority,  had  often  faved  the  State  when  all 
other  Means  had  failed,  and  was  always  dread- 
ed by  ill-defigning  and  feditious  Men,  as  a 
Power  that  could  not  eafily  be  terrified  or  cor- 
rupted, but  was  ufed  to  exert  the  utmofl  Vi- 
gilance and  Virtue  in  times  of  the  greateft  Peril. 
The  Sixteen  therefore  having  in  vain  tryed 
all  forts  of  Methods  to  bring  them  over  to  their 
Jntereft,  refolved  to  feize  and  imprifon  the 
principal  Perfons  amongft  them,  whofe  Names 
they  fet  down  in  a  Lift.  Bu\jy  he  Clerc  ofrer'd 
himfelfto  perform  this  Exploit.  He  entered 
the  Palace,  where  the  Parliament  was  afTembled, 
with  Sword  in  hand,  attended  by  twenty  other 
Fellows  like  him  armed  with  Swords  and 
Piftols,  and  called  by  their  Names  thofe  who 
were  fet  down  in  the  Lift  one  after  another,  be- 
ginning with  the  firftand  fecond  Prefident-,  anil 
becaufe  they  afked  him  what  Authority  he  had 
for  fo  doing,  he  threatned  them  to  ufe  Force  if 
they  did  not  obey,  fo  then  they  fubmitted  to 
M  m  4  their 
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Ilenrylll. their  Fate.     But  when  he  had  called  out  fome 
P  '58?:  .of  them, the  reft  of  the  Parliament  rofe  up  and 
tus  V.     told  him,  he  need  not  read  on,  for  they  were  all 
refolv'd  not  to  abandon  their  Chiefs.     So  fay- 
ing, they  followed  them  courageously,  by  two 
and  two  to  the  Baftile,  where  Bujfy  detain'd  as 
many  of  them  as  he  pleas'd.     The  fame  Day 
BuJJy  took  fome  others  in  their  Houfes,  who 
had  abfented  from  the  Palace,  and  imprifoned 
them ;  but  moft  of  them  were  releafed  that 
Afternoon,    or  within   a  Day  or  two  after  •, 
getting  off  by  their   Money  and    Jewels,  or 
by  making  Friends,  and  promifing  to  quit  the 
King's  Party.      Thofe  who  had   more  Con- 
Itancy  remain'd  Prifoners.     Some  of  thofe  that 
were  fet    at  liberty  fided  in  earner!   with  the 
League,  others  ferving  the  Times,  diflembled 
their  real  Sentiments. 

The  Parliament  being  thus  difmembered  of 
its  nobleft  Limbs,  that  illuftrious  Senate,  or 
rather  its  Shadow,  remain'd  intirely  at  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  the  Factious,  and  a  Council  of  forty 
Perfons  having  been  erected  by  the  Duke  of 
Auniale,  under  the  Title  of  the  three  States  of 
the  Kingdom,  which  three  States  confifted  of 
no  other  than  the  fixteen,  and  Men  like  them, 
with  Deputies  from  two  or  three  of  the  re- 
volted Towns,  they  made  ufe  of  Catharine  of 
Clever,  the  Duke  of  Guife*s  Widow,  to  bring 
upon  the  Stage  a  very  ftrange  Scene.  She  went 
in  deep  Mourning,  attended  by  feveral  Ladies 
her  Friends,  and  others  of  her  Houfhold,  who 
like  her  compofed  their  Drefs  and  Counte- 
nance to  move  Pity,  and  prefented  a  Petition 
to  the  Parliament,  demanding  Juftice  on  thofe 
who  had  caufed  and  procured  her  Hufband 
and  Brother-in-Law  to  be  afTaflinated  at  Blois  ; 
'J he  Forty  joined  themfelves  with  her  in  that 

Suit, 
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Suit.     The  Parliament   received   her  Petition  HenryllL 
very  favourably,  the  Procefs   was  began   and     '589; 
carried  on  in  Form  by  the  Attorney- General,    ^  yX~ 
but  how  far  they  proceeded,  nobody  knows 
with  any  Certainty,  becaufe  the  Leaves  were 
torn  out  of  the  Regifters  of  the  Parliament, 
when  Henry  IV.  firft  entered  Paris  in  1594  (y). 

If 

(y)  It  is  faid  that  the  DuchefVs  demands  were,    That 
the  faid  Henry  of  Valois  fhould  be  condemned  for  the  Mur- 
der of  the  Duke  and  Cardinal  of  Guife,    to  do  Amende 
Honorable  in  his  Shirt,   bare-headed  and  bare-footed,  a 
Rope  round  his  Neck,  a  lighted  Taper  of  thirty  pound* 
weight   in  his  Hands,  and  the  Hang-man  behind  him  , 
that  he  mould  kneel  before  the  States  affembled,  and  de- 
clare that  wrongly  and  without  Caufe  he  had  murdered 
or  caufed  to  be  murdered  the  laid  Duke  and  Cardinal,  for 
which  he  fued  for  Pardon  of  God,  Juitice,  and  the  States; 
that  from  that  Moment,  he  fhould  be  depofed  and  declared 
unworthy  of  the  Crown  of  France,  as  convitflod  of  fuch 
high  Crimes,  renouncing  all   manner  of  Right  and  Prc- 
tenfion  to  the  faid  Crown  :  Befides  that  he  fhould  be  exiled, 
and   perpetually  fhut  up   in  the  Monilery  of  the  Hierony- 
?nites  near  the  Cattle  of  Vincennes,  there  to  do  Penance, 
and  to  feed  only  upon  bread  and  water  all  the  days  pf  his 
Life,  &c.    See  BayWs  Diction.  Article  Guise,  Rem.  I. 
Tho'  the  Author  fays  that  he  had  this  Account  from  Dr. 
Bourdelot,  Phyfician  to  the  Duchefsof  Burgundy,  I  don't 
take  it  to  be  lefs  fpurious :  For  the  States  of  Blois  being 
ftiled  the  Pretended  States,  I  dare  fay  that  the  fajd 
Pamphlet  was  not  the  work  of  a  Catholick,   who  had 
quite  contrary  notions  of  that  Affembly.     Eefides,    th;tr 
how  ignominious  foever  was  the  penalty  to  be  inflicted 
upon  the  King,  nay,  worfe  than  Death,  for  a  perfon  ol 
that  high  Station,  is  it  likely  that  the  Plaintiff  would  chute 
that  rather  than  the  Defendant's  Death  ?  Were  they  fo  far 
blinded  with  eagernefs  after  Revenge,  as  not  to  foreiee  th»;. 
there  was  no  Security  for  them  as  long  as  he  mould  be  alive^ 
for  by  fome  lucky  turn  or  other,  he  might  be  reliored 
to  his  Throne,  and  have  it  in  his  power  to  be  dreadfully 
revenged?  Therefore  we  may  certainly  depend  upon  it,th;u 
they  fought  his  Life.rather  than  anything  elfe;  and  Thua- 
mis,  who  relates  the  fame  thing,  word  for  word,  Lib.  xciv. 
pag.  397.   Letters  E.  F.   Edit.  1626.  fpeaks  thereof,  nor 
as  a  Demand  of  the  Duchefs  of  Cleves,  but  as  of  a  fcanda 
lous  Pamphlet  written  by  fome  unknown  feditious  hand  or 

hsnd?>. 
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Henry  III.     jf  tj^  parjfians  carried  fo  far  their  Rebelli- 
Pole   si.   on  aSa'ni^  tneir  Sovereign,  the  Inhabitants  of 
tus  v.    Totilcufe  went  ftill  further,  at  the  Inftigation  of 
'the  Bifhops  of  Cominges  and  Cafi res  \  efpecially 
the  fArft,  who  had  fled  from  Blots,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  that  the  Duke  of  Guife  was  dead. 
Stephen  Duranti,  firfl:  President  of  that  Parlia- 
ment, tho*  a  zealous  Catholick  and  a  Man, 
who  for  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  People 
had  countenanced  them  in  all  their  violent  and 
unwarrantable    Proceedings    againfl    the    Re- 
formed,  and  James  Daffis  Attorney- General, 
kept  that  City    for  a  Month  together  in   the 
King's  Obedience  r    But  at  laft  the  Bifhop  of 
Ccminges,  a  Man  ambitious   and  violent,  ftir- 
red  up  the   People  againfl  thefe   two   Magif- 
trates,  and  inflamed  them  with  fuch  a  Fury, 
that  as  Duranti  came   out  from    the  Palace, 
where   he   had  ftrenuoufly  aflerted  the  Reve- 
rence, Fidelity  and  Obedience  due  to  the  King, 
againft  thofe  who  were  for  following  the  Ex- 
ample of  Paris,  he  was  affaulted  by   the  Po- 
pulace and  elcaped  very  narrowly  ;  he  fled  for 
Refuge  to  the  Town- Houfe  (Capitoul's-Houfc) 
expecting  to  be  relieved   by   his  Friends   and 
good  Citizens,  but  out  of  Fear,    nobody  came; 
and  having  (laid  there  four  Days,  he  was  taken 
out  from  that  Place,  and  brought  Prifoner  to 
the  Dominicans-Convent,  the  Bifhops  of  Co- 
mir.ges  and  Chartres  attending  him  •,  where  he 
was  fo  clofely  kept,    that  his  only    beloved 
Daughter  was  not  allowed  to  fee  him.    A  few 
Days  after,  the  Populace  ran  to  the  Convent, 

and 

hands.  The  Author  of  tho  Collection  of  the  memorable 
Events  happened  in  France,  <3c.  fays,  pag.  686.  3d  Edit. 
1603.  that  the  King  was  tried,  condemned  to  be  hang'd 
:nd  executed,  in  effigy,  and  that  the  faid  Effigy  was  burnt 
airer  having  been  hanging  a  while.  But  that  Author's 
qrity  is  iupported  by  none  other. 
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and  the  Guards  refufmg  to  open   the  Gates,  Henrylll, 
they  fet  them  on  fire  ;  then  one  of  his  Guards  _  \-f$\ 
went  to  him,    and   told  him  that   the  People   ,^s  y 
waited  for  him  at  the  Gate ;  he  gueffed  right 
what  was  the  Matter,  fa  he  took  his  laft  fare- 
wel  of  his  Wife,  who  had  been  allowed  to  be 
fhut  up  Prifoner  with  him,  and  went  to  the 
Gate ;    where  one  of  the    wickedeft   of   his 
Guards,  took  him  by  the  Arm  and  delivered 
him  to  that  furious  Populace,  faying,  Here 
is  the  Man!   He  with  an  undaunted  Coun- 
tenance,  afked  -them,   What  harm  then  have  I 
done,  that  deferves  fuch  a  fever  e  Treatment  ?  The 
Multitude  flood  ftupefied  at  the  fight  of  a  Man, 
whom  they  had  fo  much  reverenced  before  ^ 
but  one  of  them  breaking  through  the  Croud, 
fired   his  Mufke.t  at  him   and  killed  him  upon 
the  Spot.  Then  the  mod:  furious  amongft  them* 
not  fatisfied  with  his  Death,  ftabbed  him  in  fe- 
veral  Places,  and  dragged  his  Corpfe  to  the 
Place    where  they   were  ufed  to  execute   the 
Malefactors,    and   hang'd    him    with    one  of 
the  King's  Pictures  behind  him,  adding  thefe 
Words,  The  King  was  fo  dear  to  thee  in  thy 
Life-time  -,  now  thou  art  at  liberty  to  enjoy  himt 
and  lay  with  him.     They  murdered  one  of  his 
Servants  who  was  flck  a-bed  with  the  Wounds 
he  had  received  in  the  Defence  of  his  Mafter. 
As  to  Attorney-General  Daffis,  they  took  him 
out  of  Prifon,   and   killed  him  moft  cruelly 
with  their  Darts.     Not  fatisfied  with  this,  they 
went  to  the  Town-Houfe,  and  having  takeu 
down  the  King's  Picture,  they  dragged  it  thro' 
the  Streets,  and   at  laft   feigned   to  fell  it  by 
Port-Sale,  one  of  them  crying,    That  the  Exe- 
cutioner bid  five  Pence  for  it,  to  buy  a  Rope  for 
hanging  the  Original  (z). 

2  Bat 

(z)  Thuan.  lib.  xcv.  pag. 415,416. 
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llcnrylll.     BU{;  we  mu{r.  return  to  Court,   where  we 

pipe  Six-^  t^ie   ^-^nS  verY  ^ufy    m  transferring  his 
tus  v.    Prifoners  from  Blois  to  Amhcife.     The  Duke 

«— v^—fof  Nemours  found  Means  to  make  his  Efcape 
out  of  Prifon,  difguifed  under  a  Scullion-Drefs ; 
a  few  Days  after,  his  Majefty  fet  the  old 
Duchefs  of  Nemours  at  liberty,  in  hopes  that 
ihe  would  procure  fome  Agreement  with  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne.  The  Reprefentatives  for 
the  City  of  Paris,  and  that  for  Amiens  were 
likewife  releafed,  upon  Promife  of  fome  good 
Services.  The  Archbifhop  of  Lyons  remained 
inflexible,  refufing  abfolutely  to  anfwer  before 
the  CommifTaries  the  King  had  named  to  ex- 
amine him,  on  accouut  of  his  Dignity  ;  and  at 
laft  he  redeemed  his  Liberty  for  a  Sum  of 
Money  he  gave  to  his  Keeper,  who  received 
it  with  the  King's  Confent.  Perkart,  Secre- 
tary to  the  late  Duke  of  Guife,  faved  his  Life 
and  redeemed  his  Liberty,  by  revealing  all  the 
Secrets  of  his  Mafter. 

CCXI.         But  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  Events  of 
TbeShteen-  the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  was  the  Queen- 

totik*  Motner's-Death-  That  Pnncefs  was  afflicted 
with  a  Dropfy  fome  time  before,  and  was  fo 
moved  when  {he  heard  of  the  two  Brothers 
Death,  and  of  the  great  Revolution  which  had 
happened  at  Court,  that  it  was  thought,  Grief 
haftened  her  Death  ;  me  died  on  the  5th  of 
January,  in  the  70th  Year  of  her  Age,  being 
born  the  13th  of  April  15 19. 

Seme  Ad-       I  nave  but  little  to  add  to  what  I  have  faid 

dithn  to    of  her  in  the  firft  Vol.  of  this  Hift.  Book  II. 

berCha-  page  x  5^ — -[68.  I  mall  obferve  only,  that  her 
unquenchable  Thirft  after  Dominion  put  her  up- 
on all  manner  of  Shifts  to  gratify  it;  me  did  not 
fcruple  to  create  and  foment  perpetual  Divifi- 
on3  between  her  Sons,  nay  foon  after  the  King's 

Mar- 
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Marriage,  fhe  was  not  afhamed  to  make  ufe  of  Henry  III. 
the  wickeder!  Means  for  alienating  his  Affecti-  *5|9- 
o»s  from  the  Queen  his  Confort,  charging  her  ^  yX~ 
with  Infidelitv  to  him,  becaufe  that  unfortu- 
nate  but  innocent  Princefs  hearkened  to  the 
Counfels  and  Directions  of  the  Duke  of  Guife 
her  Coufin ;  and  was  not,  as  fhe  thought,  com- 
plaifant  enough  to  her.  She  prevailed  fo  fai 
with  the  King,  that  for  two  Years  together 
he  treated  her  with  the  greater!;  Rigour,  re- 
moving from  her,  her  moft  trufty  and  faithful 
Servants,  and  behaving  himfelf  in  all  other 
refpecls  towards  her,  juft  as  if  fhe  had  been 
guilty  of  the  Crimes  laid  to  her  charge.  In  a 
word,  fhe  rauft  reign  and  govern,  and  cared 
not  what  fatal  Confequences  her  unbridled 
Ambition  might  be  attended  with.  Her  Pro- 
fufenefs  was  fuch,  that  her  Debts  amounted  to 
eight  hundred  thoufand  Crowns,  for  difcharg- 
ing  of  which,  her  houfhold  Furniture,  which 
was  exceedingly  rich,  and  part  of  her  perfonal 
Eftate  in  Auvsrgne  and  Languedoc  were  fold 
by  Port-Sale.  Several  Pafquils  and  other  Ver- 
fes  were  publifhed  againft  her  Fame.  Some 
of  the  beft  I  have  inferted  here  : 

La  Reive,  qui  cy  git,  fut  un  Viable  et  un  Ange, 
Toute  pleine  de  blame,  et  pleine  de  Loiiange, 
Elle  foutint  I*  Etat,  et  /'  Etat  mit  a  bas, 
Elle  fit  maints  Accords,  et  pas  moins  de  Debats. 
Elle  enfanta  trois  Roix,  et  cinq  Guerres  civiks? 
Fit  batir  des  Chateaux  et  nana  des  Villes. 
Fit  bien  de  bonnes  Loix,  et  de  mauvais  Ediffs, 
Souhaite  lay,  PaJJant,  Enfer  et  Paradis  (a). 

She  was  fo  little  regretted  after  her  Death, 
that  fhe  was  quite  forgotten  a  few  Days  after. 

The 

(.1)  Memo: res  pour  fervir  i  1'Hift  de  France,  Tona.  I. 
j,ag.  263. 
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HenryllL     The  King  having  received  the  Petitions  of 
»  *5e?'    j-he  States,  and  fworn  a-new  the  Edict  of  Uni- 
tus  V.    on>  Put  an  enc^  t0  tneir  Sefflons  on  the  i6th 
v— -v-~->  of  January.     His  Majefty  feemed  fo  little  con- 
<T£Cjr^''  cernei^  at  ^ie  nuferable  Condition  he  and  the 
Supinlmfs  Kiflgdom  were  in,  that  every  one,  Foes  and 
'Friends,  wondered  at  it.   As  long  as  he  enter- 
tained fome  Hopes   of  coming  to  an  Agree- 
ment with  the  Duke  of  Mayenney  he  took  but 
little   Pains    to    put   himfelf  in    a    Condition 
of  withftanding   the  Forces    of  the   League, 
and  every  Day  brought  in  News  of  the  Defec- 
tion of  fome  of  bis-  beft  Cities  ;  efpecially  after 
the  taking   the  Caftle   of  Orleans,  which  the 
Marfhal  of  Jumont  could  not  keep  any  longer, 
for  want  of  Relief.    The  Duke  of  Nevers,.  who 
commanded   the  Army  of  Poitou,  could  uot 
execute  the  Orders  he  received  from  Court,  for 
thefe  two  Reafons.     Firft,  Becaufe  the  Catho- 
licks   would   have  taken  great  Offence  at  his 
Conduct,  had  he  employed   his  Army  raifed 
againft  the  Reformed,  to  oppofe   the   Catho- 
Hcks.     Secondly,  Becaufe  the  faid  Army  was 
for  the  mod  part  compofed   of  hot  Leaguers* 
who  for  certain   would  have  refufed  to  obey 
their  General's  Orders,  had  he  given  them  any 
contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  their  Party. 
Beawak*      But  his  Majefty  finding  that   the  Duke  of 

and  minds    _  M  i       i  i  t»  j 

his  hte-    Mayenne  was  not  to  be  bought  at  any  Kate,  and. 

reft.  that  the  Pope  was  inflexible,  and  refufed  obfti- 
nately  to  abfolve  him,  unlefs  he  would  put  in- 
to his  hand  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon,  and  the 
Arehbiihop  of  Lyons,  he  faw  himfelf  under  a 
mere  Neceffity  of  hearkening  to  Sancy's  Counfels 
and  Offers,  and  of  difpatching  him  into  Swit- 
■zcrlandy  for  treating  with  the  Proteftant  Can- 
tons ;  nay |  he  thought  it  to  be.  his  true  Inte- 
reft to  hearken  to  the  King  of  jSavarre*s  Pro- 

pofitionsj 
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pofitions,  and  to  come  to  an  Agreement  with  Henrylll, 

u-  '589- 

rum.  pohe  3:x_ 

Indeed  it  was  high  time  for  his  Moft  Chri-  tus  v. 

ftian  Majefty  to  provide  for  himfelf ;  for  on  one « ; — s 

Side,  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  got  the  Ad-j^£f- 
vantage  over  him.  That  Prince  being  timely^^; 
efcaped  from  Lyons,  went  into  his  Government «,/ 
of  Burgundy,  for  fecuring  that  Province  to  his 
Intereft.  There  he  received  the  King's  Let- 
ters, containing  an  Apology  for  what  had  been 
done  at  Blois,  and  a  ferious  Exhortation  to  per- 
fevere  in  his  Loyalty,  accompanied  with  moft 
ample  Offers  and  Promifes,if  he  would  exert  his 
Credit  for  reftoring  the  King's  Authority,  and 
the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom.  Mayenne  was  wa- 
vering and  irrefolute  for  a  Time,  but  the  Du- 
chefs  of  Montpenfier,  who  could  not  agree  with 
the  Duke  of  Aumale,  being  arrived  in  Burgundy \ 
prevailed  fo  far  with  him,  that  he  totally  re- 
jected all  Overtures  of  a  Reconciliation  with  the 
King.  He  fet  out  for  Paris,  went  to  Sens, 
where  his  Prefence  was  required  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  his  Friends  ;  from  thence  to  Orleans^  thence 
to  Chartres,  where  he  was  received  with  the 
loudeft  Acclamations,  and  proceeded  to  Paris, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  10th  of  February. 
He  was  received  with  all  poflible  Marks  of  Ho- 
nour and  Joy,  and  offered  the  Title  of  King, 
and  a  Throne  was  actually  prepared  for  him: 
But  he  thought  it  to  be  his  Intereft  to  refufe  it, 
for  he  was  very  fenfible  that  the  other  Chiefs 
of  the  League,  who  were  willing  to  be  his 
Friends  and  Companions,  would  not  eafily 
confent  to  become  his  Subjects  ;  therefore  Jie 
contented  himfelf  to  affume  the  Title  and  Qua- 
lity of  Lieuten ant-General  of  thi 
State  and  Crown  of  France.  A  new 
•Seal  was  made  by  the  Council's  Orders,  on 

•one 
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Henry  III. one  Side  were  engraved   the  Flowers-de-Luce, 

_'>89'     as  ufual,  but  on  the  other  an  empty  Throne 

tus  V.    w^^  thefe  Words  round  about,  The  Seal  of  the 

1 Kingdom  of  France  ;   fuch  was  the  Duke  of 

Mayenne's  profperous  Condition. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  King  of  Navarre 
and  the  Reformed's  Affairs  had  never  been  in 
a  better  Pofture  •,  that  Prince  was  upon  making 
an  Agreement  with  the  Duke  of  Efpernon,  not 
only  for  the  mutual  Support  one  of  another, 
but  alfo  for  joining  their  Endeavours  together 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Royal  Authority,  when 
he  received  the  News  of  the  Duke  of  Guife's 
Death  ;  whereupon  he  faid  to  thofe  who  were 
then  with  him,  "  I  mould  lye  if  I  did  fay  that  I 
"  am  forry  for  it,  confidering  that  he  was  aDif- 
"  turber  of  the  publick  Peace,  a  Traitor  to  his 
"  King".  As  for  the  reft,  he  might  affirm  pofi- 
tively  that  feveral  Noblemen  had  offered  them- 
felves  to  murder  the  faid  Duke,  but  that  he 
had  always  deterred  them  from  fuch  a  Defign, 
threatening  them  to  deem  them  wicked,  and 
Foes  to  himfelf  if  they  did  perfift.  So  he  had 
the  good  Luck  to  be  freed  of  a  mortal  Enemy 
and  dangerous  Competitor,  without  being  in 
any  wife  privy  to  it.  He  and  his  Council 
judged  rightly  that  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
would  continue  the  War  againft  them,  if  it 
was  but  out  of  Policy,  that  the  League  mould 
not  have  Occafion  to  fay  that  the  Duke  of 
Guife  had  forced  him  to  be  a  Catholick  out- 
wardly, but  that  inwardly  he  was  an  Heretick, 
countenancing  under-hand  their  Party  :  how- 
ever, it  was  not  Co,  long,  as  Du  Plejfs  imagined 
before  he  concluded  a  Treaty  with  the  King 
of  Navarre,  as  we  fhatll  fay  prefently. 

The  faid  King  of  Navarre  took  at  this  time 
If  fort  by  Surprize  j  that  Ad  vantage  was  followed 
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by  the  Surrender  of  St.  Maixant  and  Maille-  HenryllJ. 
zais.  At  this  time  the  Duke  of  Nevers  be-  p1^' 
fieged  La  Ganache ;  the  King  of  Navarre  °^s  yt 
marched  to  the  Relief  of  that  Place,  but  he' 
was  feized  upon  the  Road  with  a  pleuretick 
Fever,  and  the  Succours  not  being  able  to  ar- 
rive time  enough,  the  Governor  was  forced  to 
furrender  upon  honourable  Terms.  Moft  part 
of  the  Duke's  Army  difbanded  themfelves, 
and  joined  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  The  King 
of  Navarre's  Sicknefs  caufed  a  general  Confier- 
nation  not  only  in  his  Army,  but  in  the  whole 
Party,  to  whom  his  Death  would  have  proved 
a  fatal  Blow  •,  God  Almighty  pitied  their  Fate, 
and  reftored  that  Prince  to  the  Prayers,  not 
only  of  the  Reformed,  but  of  every  true  French- 
man :  in  a  few  Days  he  was  in  a  Condition  to 
be  carried  to  Rochelle,  and  took  the  Field 
again  in  the  beginning  of  February.  He  had 
an  Enterprize  upon  Saumar,  which  mifcarried 
for  want  of  proper  Secrecy,  and  of  proper 
Meafures,  he  fucceeded  better  at  Loudun, 
which  he  took,  Thouars,  Monjireuil,  Bellay, 
Uljle  Boucharty  Chatelleraud,  La  Rochepozay, 
Angle,  St.  Savin  and  feveral  others  opened  their 
Gates  to  him  ;  every  where  he  left  Marks  of 
his  Clemency,  not  permitting  his  Troops  to 
do  any  Outrage  to  the  Vanquimed,  either  in 
their  Perfons  or  in  their  Goods,  and  allowing 
the  Catholicks  the  free  and  publick  Exercife  of 
their  Religion.  He  march'd  into  Berry,  and 
took  Argenton  \  then,  leaving  his  Infantry  and 
Artillery  behind  him,  he  proceeded  fo  far  as 
La  Haye  in  Touraine.  There  the  Baron  of 
Rofny  arrived  the  fame  Day,  who  told  his  Ma- 
jefty  that  Mr.  de  Buhy,  Brother  to  Du  Pleffis, 
would  be  with  him  the  next  Day.  He  was 
Major-General  in  King  Henry  the  Illd's  Ser- 
V.  III.  Part  II.         N  n  vice, 


Pope  Six 
tus  V. 


He  treat* 
nvitb  the 
King  of 
Navarre. 


546  Hiflory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol  .  III. 
Henry  III.  vice,  and  his  Majefty  fent  him  that  he  might, 
L5s?y-  un(^er  Pretence  of  paying  a  Vifit  to  his  Bro- 
ther, confer  with  the  King  of  Navarre  about 
a  Treaty,    the  Overtures   whereof  had   been 
made  by  Rofny. 

In  order  to  underftand  this,  one  muft  re- 
member what  we  have  {aid  above  concerning 
the  Hard-heartednefs  of  the  Pope,  the  Duke  of 
Mayenne's  Obftinacy,  and  the  Progreffes  of 
the  League ;  the  King  being  not  very  fafe  at 
Blots,  refolved  to  go  to  Tours,  where  his  Pre- 
fence  was  requifite  for  the  Support  of  his  Inte- 
reft  in  that  City.  Before  he  left  the  former 
he  had  been  obliged  to  pay  thirty  thoufand 
Crowns  to  Le  Guaft,  whom  he  had  intruded 
with  the  Guard  of  -the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon, 
the  Prince  of  Joinville,  the  Duke  of  Elbceuf, 
the  Archbifhop  of  Lyons  and  other  Prifoners 
in  the  Caftle  of  Amboife,  for  getting  out  of  his 
Hands  the  three  firft,  becaufe  that  perfidious 
Man  was  treating  for  their  Liberty.  He  had 
likewife  publifhed  an  Amnefty  for  all  thofe, 
of  what  Rank  and  Quality  foever,  who  for- 
faking  all  other  Affociation,  mould  return  to 
their  Allegiance  ;  declaring  Rebels  and  Trai- 
tors to  the  King  and  their  Country,  all  thofe 
who  mould  refufe  to  obey  before  the-  ift  of 
March :  The  Dukes  of  Mayenne  and  Aumale, 
and  the  Chevalier  of  Aumale,  were  particularly 
taken  Notice  of  in  the  faid  Amnefty.  He  pub- 
lifhed likewife  an  Edict,  whereby  he  trans- 
ferred his  Parliament  of  Paris  and  Chamber  of 
Accounts  to  Tours,  commanding  all  Prefidents, 
Counfellors  and  other  Magiftrates  that  were  at 
Liberty,  to  repair  to  that  City  for  adminifter- 
ing  Juftice,  and  performing  the  Duties  of  their 
Charge.  He  defired  likewife  Cardinal  Moro- 
fini  the  Pope's  Legate  to  write  to  the  Duke  of 

Mayenne, 


<s 
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Mayenne,  and  endeavour  to  bring  him  to  fome  Henrylll. 
Agreement  with  him.    The  Cardinal  complied  p  I589- 
with  that  Requeft,  and  Tent  one  of  his  Secreta-    £us  y  " 
ries  to  the  faid  Duke,  but  all  his  Trouble  and 
Intreaties  were  to  no  purpofe.     In  the  mean 
while  the  Count  of  SoiJJbns,   Rambouillet  d'/h- 
gennes  and  others,  faithful  Servants  to  the  King, 
left   no  Stone   unturned   to   perfuade  his  Ma- 
jefly  to  make  a  Truce  with  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, and  to  join  their  Forces  together  againfr. 
their  common  Enemies  •,  but  the  King's  Ha- 
tred againft  the   Reformed  was  fuch,  that  he 
could  not  bear  with  the  thought  of  that  Uni- 
on :    Neverthelefs  when    he   faw   himfelf  de- 
barred from  all  Hopes  of  being  ever  reconciled 
with   the   League,  feeing  himfelf  not,  able  to 
withftand  their  Forces,  he  confented,  tho'  with 
the  greateft  Reluctancy,  to  a  Treaty. 

At  that  Time  the  Baron  of  Rqfny,  pafled 
through  Blois  in  his  Way  to  the  King  of  Na- 
varre ;  tho'  he  travelled  incognito,  neverthelefs 
he  was  known  in  the  Streets  by  Rambouillet, 
who  followed  him  to  his  Lodging,  and  after 
fome  Conference  together,  he  introduced  him 
to  the  King,  having  firft  informed  him  of  his 
Coming  and  of  what  had  pafled  between  them 
in  their  Conference.  His  Majefty  opened  his 
Mind  to  him,  and  told  him  that  he  deured 
earneftly  to  be  reconciled  with  the  King  of 
Navarre,  and  to  trull  in  him  for  the  future  ; 
then  he  let  him  proceed  to  the  King  of  Na- 
varre, with  Orders  to  let  him  know  his  good 
Intentions  for  him. 

Such  was  the  Court's  Situation,  when  the 
King  having  put  a  ftrong  Garrifon  in  Blois  fet 
out  for  Tours,  bringing  the  three  State- Prifoners 
along  with  him,  he  fent  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon 
under  a  ftrong  Guard  to  Cbinon  under  the  Care  of 
N  n  2  Qba- 
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Henry  1 1 1.  Cbavigny  Commandant  of  the  Caftle,  the  Duke 

l^9\    of  Elbceuf  was  fent  to  the  Caftle  of  Laches  un- 

p0pe  Six-  ^er  ^  £are  Qf  $auerm  Governor  thereof,  and 

>the  Prince  of  Joinville  was  kept  in  the  Caftle 
of  fours  under  the  Care  of  Rouvray. 

The  King  of  Navarre  having  heard  what 
Rofny  had  to  fay  to  him  in  his  Moil  Chriftian 
Majefty's  Name,  fent  him  back  to  him,  with 
his  Letters  and  Inftru&ions  •,  he  met  the  King 
at  Mont- Richard  in  his  Way  to  -Tours,  and 
having  conferred  with  his  Majefty  in  the  Night, 
and  received  his  Anfwer;  he  was  difpatch'd 
back  to  the  King  of  Navarre  that  very  Night, 
and  told  him  that  De  Buhy  was  to  arrive  the 
next  Day  for  conferring  upon  the  fame  Bufi- 
nefs,  and  Rofny  falling  fick  of  a  Fever,  that 
lafted  twelve  Days,  Du  Pleffis  was  charged 
with  that  Commiffion  (b). 

The  Kings  of  Frame  and  Navarre  were 
both  befieged  by  their  Courtiers,  who  ftarted 
every  Moment  fome  new  Difficulties  in  the 
way,  and  filled  up  the  Minds  of  their  M afters 
with  Miftrufts,  Fears,  and  Jealoufies  one  againft 
another  :  But  all  thefe  Obftruclions  being  hap- 
pily removed,  thro'  the  Induftry,  and  great 
Capacity  of  the  Managers,  at  laft  the  Treaty 

was 

(b)  Memoires  4e  Sully,  Tom.  I.  ch.xxvi.  p.  64.  But 
the  Author  thereof  is  fo  high  conceited  for  that  Duke  his 
Mailer,  that  he  don't  trouble  much  himfelf,  if  he  don't 
agree  with  other  Hiftorians  ;  fo  it  we  do  believe  him  here, 
his  Mailer  brought  this  Affa:r  fonear  the  Conclufion,  that 
nothing  more  remained  but  to  fign,  but  by  Du  PleJJi'%  Ca- 
bal he  was  deprived  of  that  honour  while  he  was  fick-a- 
bed.  That  Author  was  fo  much  prepoflefled  in  behalf  of 
the  Duke  of  Sully,  that  he  takes  for  an  Injury  done  to  him 
the  choice  the  King  of  Navarre  made  of  Du  Pleffis,  for 
compleating  the  Work  begun  by  that  Duke,  not  confider- 
ing  that  there  was  no  time  to  lofe  in  the  prefent  Crifis  of 
Affairs,  and  that  twelve  Days  then,  -were  more  than 
twelve  Months  at  another  time. 
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was  concluded  on  the  3d  of  April,  the  chief  Harriet 
Contents  thereof,   were  to   the  following  Pur-  pJJ^ 
port.  tas  V. 

That  there  fhall  be  a  Truce  for  one  Year  o~v->^ 
between   the  two  Kings  •,  That   the  King    of  ^c:lIIJ- 
Navarre   fhall    faithfully    aflifl    the    King    'of „£!&"£* 
France  with   all  his    Forces  ;    That  Avignon  King  of 
and  the  Venaiffine  County  fhall  be  comprifed  in  Navarre. 
the  Treaty,  (This  the  King  of  France  required, 
to  pleafe  the  Pope  :)    That  the  Bridges  of  Ce 
upon  Loire  fhall  be  delivered  up   to  the  King 
of  Navarre,  for  the  free  PafTage  of  his  Troops  : 
(But   that  Article  could  not   be  executed,  be- 
caufe  the  Governpur  of  that  Place  refufed   to 
furrender  it,  unlefs  the  King   would    pay  him 
an  hundred   thoufand'  Crowns  ;  and    -Thuarms 
fays,  that  this  was  a  Device,  of  the  King  o\  Na- 
varre, who  not  being  well-pleafcd    wirh   that 
Place,  and  liking  Saumur  much   better,   gave 
that  Governour,  namely  Cojfeins,  to  unueHland 
underhand,  that  if  he  infilled  with   the  King, 
he  mould  have  an  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  ; 
which  fucceeded  to  that  Prince's'  Wifhcs,  for 
he  got  Saumur  inflead  of  the  Bridges  of  Ce  :) 
That  he  fhall  furrender  to  the  King,  what  Pla- 
ces he    and    his   Party    fhall  take  from    their 
common  Enemy  ;  his  Moil  Chriilian  Majefty 
promifing  not  to  put  into  them  any  Governonr, 
but  thofe  who  fhall  be  acceptable  to  the  King 
of  Navarre.  Befides,  That  the  faid  Prince  mall 
be  allowed  to  keep  one  of  thefe  Places  in  every 
Bailiwick  or  Senefcalihip,  for  the  Retreat  of  his 
own  Sick  and  Wounded,  and  as  a  Pledge  till 
the  Reimburfernent  of  the  Expences  he  fhall 
be  at,  for  his  Majefly's  Service  during  the  War, 
provided  the  faid  Place  mould  not  be  the  Seat 
of  a   Bifhoprick,    Bailiwick    or   Senefcalihip : 
That   both   Parties   fhall    freely   enjoy    their 
N  n  3  Goods 
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Henrylll.  Goods  without  Moleftation.   By  the  fecret  Ar- 

*5.9-     tides  it  was  ftipulated,  that  nobody  fhould  be 

tope  bix-  in,  r  r   1  •      t»    i-    • 

*tus  V.  niojeitea  on  account  or  his  Religion  in  any 
Place  in  the  King's  PofTeflion  •,  That  the  free 
Exercife  of  the  Reformed  Religion  mould  be 
allowed  in  the  Places  granted  to  the  King  of 
Navarre  for  his  Paflage,  in  his  Army,  and  in 
all  Places  where  the  faid  Prince  fhould  fojourn, 
as  well  as  in  the  Towns  which  fhould  be  al- 
lotted to  him  in  every  Bailiwick,  &c. 

The  King  of  France's  Reluctancy  was  fuch, 
that  he  would  have  this  Treaty  to  be  kept  fe-« 
cret,  as  not  willing  to  offend  the  Pope  ;  but  be- 
ing told  by  the  Legate,  that  it  was  in  vain,  he 
required  to  have  a  Fortnight  longer,  before  it 
fhould  be  delivered  to  the  King  of  Navarre ; 
being  always  in  hopes  that  by  that  Time,  he 
might  come  to  an  Agreement  with  the  Duke 
of '  Mayenne,  or  obtain  at  leaft  a  Sufpenfion  of 
Arms  •,  either  of  which,  if  he  obtained,  he  was 
refolved  to  make  War  upon  the  King  of  Na- 
varre more  vigoroufly  than  before.  Several 
Difficulties  ftarted  on  purpofe,  about  the  Ar- 
ticle concerning  the  Place  of  PafTage,  afforded 
to  the  King  the  Pretence  he  defired  for  delay- 
ing- . 

But  at  laft,  feeing  all  his  Hopes  fruftrated, 

he  confented  in  earned  to  be  reconciled  with 
that  Prince,  and  publifhed  an  Edict  concerning 
the  Treaty  he  had  concluded  with  him,  which 
Edict  was  read  and  regiftered  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Tours,  on  the  29th  of  April,  to  the 
great  Joy  of  every  true  Frenchman,  who  were 
fenfible  that  no  other  ways  remained  for  re- 
ftoring  the  Kingdom,  than  that  Union  with 
a  Prince  fo  much  renowned  for  his  Prudence, 
Valour,  and  Experience  (c). 

That 

(c)  Thuanus,  Lrb.  xcv.  pag.  423,  424. 
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That  Prince  published   two  Writings   one  Henry  III. 
after  another,  the  nrft  from   Chatelleraud,  onp  !5??- 
the  4th  of  March^  directed  to  the  three  States   °^s  y ' 
of  the  Kingdom  ;  wherein,  after  having  lamen-  <— v—J 
ted  the  miferable  Fate  of  the  Realm,  he  ex-  CCXIV*. 
pofed  the  Juftice  of  his,  Caufe,  which  forced  Jrii&** 
him  againft  his  own  Inclination,  to  take  upvarreV 
Arms  for  his  own,  and  his  Party's  Prefervation  two  Wri~ 
and  Liberty  of  their  Confcience;   then  he  in- **"£*- 
treats  the  King  to  grant   Peace  to  his  Party 
and  the  Leaguers,  as  the  only  Remedy  for  fo 
many  Difeafes ;  and  he  exhorts  thofe  that  were 
about  the  King's  Perfon,  to  advife  him  to  make 
Peace  with  him.     Can  a  fingie  King,  fays  he, 
cope  with  the  Forces  of  fo  many  Enemies,  fur- 
rounded  on  one  fide  by  the  Reformed,  on  the 
other  by  the  Leaguers  ?  Therefore  let  him  ac- 
cept the  Condition  ;  let  the  Leaguers  lay  doWn 
their  Arms,  and  confider  that  they  have  done 
enough  for  gratifying  their  Revenge,  Hatred, 
Jealoufies   and   Ambition,  if  any   remains    in 
them    after  fo    many    Misfortunes.       As    for 
himfelf,    he   will  fet   up  for  an  Example    to 
others  •,  and  deem    himfelf  very  happy,  and 
fufficiently  recompenfed  if  he  can  be  reconciled 
with   the  King,    and   reconcile  the  Leaguers 
with  his  Majefty.     That,  that  was  the  earneft 
Defire  of  himfelf  and  of  his  Party  ;  the  Sub- 
ject: of  their  fervent  Prayers  to  God ;  and  what 
he  moft  humbly  befought  the  King  to  grant, 
what  he  intreated,  nay,  what  he  commanded, 
as  firft  Prince  of  the  Blood,  the  Leaguers  :   If 
they  don't  comply,  if  the  King  denies  his  juft 
Petition,    he  implores   God   Almighty's    Af- 
fiftance,  and  calls  him  and  all  Men  to  be  Wit- 
nefTes  of  the  Sincerity  of  his  Intentions,  that 
he  will  take  upon  him  the  King  and  King- 
dom's Defence  againft  all  Oppofers,  even  to 
N  11  4  the 
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Httirylll.the  Peril  of  his  own  Life  •,  then  he  offers  his 

Pole  Six-  Prote<^on   to   tne  Cities,  Corporations,    &c. 

tus  V.   tnat  fhall  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  King,  and 

to   himfelf,  promifing  them  to  alter  nothing 

either  in  their  Civil  Government  or  in  their 

Religion,  &c. 

The  fecond  Writing  was  publifhed  on  the 
1 8th  of  ApriU  whereby  he  declares,  that  he 
will  hold  for  his  Enemies,  thofe  Leaguers  and 
Plotters,  who  having  attacked   the  King,  had 
abolifned  rhc  King's  Name,  expelled  the  Par- 
liaments and  other  Courts  of  Juftice  from  their 
Tribunals,    trod   under  their   feet  all  Rights 
Human  and  Divine,  had  confounded  the  Or- 
der of  all  things,  and  filled  up   the  Kingdom 
with  Blood  and  Horror  ;  letting  them  to  know 
that  he  will  purfue  and  profecute  them  with 
the  utmoft  Rigour.     And   whereas  he  knew 
that  many  either  thro'  Imprudence  or  Fear  had 
engaged  themfelves  with  the  League,  therefore 
he  exhorts  them  to  forfake,  without  any  fur- 
ther Delay,  thofe  Traitors,  and  to  yield  to  the 
King  the  Submiflion  and  Obedience  whereto 
they  are  bound  by  their  Allegiance ;  promif- 
ing his  Protection   to  thofe  who  mail  obey, 
and  threatning  with  Deftruclion  the  Refracto- 
ries.   Then  he  fet  forth  the  boundlefs  Ambiti- 
on of  the  Guifian  Houfe,  to  which  only  the  Mi- 
feries  and  Calamities  wherewith  the  Kingdom 
had  been  afflicted  for  thirty  Years  paft  were  to 
be  afcribed  ;  whereby  a  total  Deftruction  of  the 
State  muft  follow  of  courfe,  unlefs  thofe   who 
adhere  unto  them  mould  timely  repent. 

Six  Days  after  being  at  Saumury  he  publifhed 
an  Edict  directed  to  the  Reformed,  and  all 
others  who  were  under  his  Protection,  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  Truce  he  had  con- 
cluded of  late  with  the  King  of  France^  and 

at 
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at  the  fame  time  accounting  for  the  Reafons  Heurylir. 
that  had  induced  him  to  comprife  the  City  of  p**S^ 
Avignon,  and  the  County  of  Venaijfme  in  the   °{^  y' 
faid  Treaty,    and  commanding  them  ro  for-  <— -y— « 
bear  all  Outrages  to  the  King's  faithful  Sub- 
jects, and  the  Pope's,  and  all  manner  of  Dis- 
turbance to  the  free  Exejxife  of  the  Catholick 
Religion  (d). 

At  laft  the  two  Kings  had  an  Interview  at  CCXV. 
P lefts  les  Tours,  to  the  great  Joy  of  the  two  Interview 
Courts,  the  faithful  Inhabitants,  and  of  all  y&& £?*"*" 
were  prefent,  who  by  their  repeated  Reclama- 
tions exprefTed  their  high  Satisfaction  •,  and  in- 
deed that  Sight  could  not  but  be  very  moving, 
especially  the  King  of  Navarre's  great  Genero- 
fity,  who  facrificed  to  the  publick  Good  his 
juft  Refentments  for  the  many  Injuries  he  had 
received  of  the  King  his  Brother-in-Law.    He 
fell  upon  his  Knees  as  he  came  near  his  Ma- 
jefty,    about   three  Steps  diftance,    and  faid ; 
That  he  reckoned  that  Day  the  happieft  of 
his  Life,  which  procured  to  him  the  Honour 
of  feeing  the  Face  of  his  Moft  Gracious  Lord, 
and  of  tendering  himfelf  his  moft  humble  and 
faithful  Services  ;   that  now  Death  itfelf  would 
not  be    bitter    nor  unpleafant   to  him,    fmce 
being  reconciled   with  his  Majefty,  he  could 
give  up  the  Ghoft,  as  one  may  fay,  into  his 
Bofom.     Then  the  King  took  him  up  by  the 
Hand  and  embraced  him  moft  tenderly  ;  which 
done,  the  King  of  Navarre  faluted  the  Princes 
and  the  Lords  that  were  in  the  King's  Atten- 
dance ;  and  both  their  Majefties  walked  toge- 
ther, amidft  the  Acclamations  of  the  People, 
who   wifhed  them   all  profperous  Succefs   in 
their  Undertakings.     Then  they  went  to  the 
Caftle,  and  held  a  Council   about  Ways  and 

Means 

{d)  Thuan.  Lib.  xcv.  pag.  422,  424.  425. 
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HenryIII.]VIeans  0f  carrying  on   the  War   fuccefsfully  ; 

Pope  Six-  anc*  ^y  t^ie  King  °^  Navarre's  Advice,  it  was 
tus  V.  refolved  to  fend  ten  thoufand  Crowns  to  Sedan, 
for  the  Relief  of  the  diftrefTed  Garifon.     In 
the  mean  while,  thofe  who  waited  in  the  Court- 
Yard  for  their  Majefties,  Royalifts  and  Navar- 
reans  embraced  mutually  one  another,  detefting 
their  former  Hatred  and  the  fad  Effects  thereof, 
and  promifing  to  behave  for  the  future,  one 
to  another  as  Fellow- Country  men,  they  walked 
together,  talking  of  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  ; 
fo  that  it  feemed  that  their  former  Ill-will  was 
fo  effectually,  and  in  a  Minute  fuppreffed,  that 
the  Frenchmen  came  to  the  Afliftance  of  French- 
men, for  quenching   the  burning  Flame  which 
confumed  their  common  Country.     After  the 
Council  was  over,  the  two  Kings  got  on  Horfe- 
back  to  go  into  the  City.     His  Majefty  find- 
ing  the   King  of  Navarre's  Guards   at   the 
Caftle-Gate,     was  much  furprized  at  it ;  but 
their  Mafter  diffembling  that  they  were  there 
by  his  own  Orders,  feigned  to  be  angry  againft 
them,  and  afked   them  in    a  rough  Manner, 
what  Bufinefs  they  had  there  ?  By  that  means 
the  King  was  appeafed,  and  thinking  that  he 
was  in  earneft,  he  took  their  Part,  and  excufed 
what  they  had  done :  Thefe  Guards  went  be- 
fore, and  the  two  Kings  arrived  at  the  Bridge 
of  St.  Anne,  where  the  King  of  Navarre  took 
his  Leave  of  his  Majefty,  and  having  croffed 
the  River  to  pleafe  his  Courtiers   and  faithful 
Servants,  he  lodged  that  Night  in  the  Suburb 
of  St.  Symphorien,    where  his  own  Troops  had 
their  Quarters. 

The  next  Day,  having  (ct  afide  all  Miftrufl, 
h«  went  into  the  City,  very  early  in  the  Morn- 
ing, attended  only  with  a  Page,  tho*  the  King 
was  not  yet  got  up,  he  was  admitted  to  his 

Bed- 
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Bed-Chamber,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  all  thofe  Henry  IIL 
who  knew  it  afterwards,  and  who  had  heard  p  *■ 5g^ 
him  faying  that  he  would  never  come  alone  into     tus  V. 
the  King's  Chamber,  unlefs  he  was  attended  w^— j 
by  two  Armies,  one  on  each  fide.  Then  when 
he  had  brought  back  his  Troops  beyond  the 
River,  the  King,  by  his  Advice,  lodged  three 
Regiments  in  the  Suburbs.     The  Princes   of 
his  Blood,  and  his  mod  faithful  and  trufty  Ser- 
vants, amongft  others  the  Cardinal  of  Lenon- 
court,  Marfhal  of  Montmorancy,  the  Dukes  o£ 
Efpernon  and  of  Nevers,  with  feveral  others^  . 
were  come  to  his  Majefty  at  Blots  and  attended 
him    to  Tours.     Each  of   them   had  brought 
fome  Troops  along  with  him.  Now  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne  knowing  the  fituation  of  Affairs  afi  . 
Court,  thought  to  have  met  with  a  fair  Op- 
portunity of  forwarding  his  own.  Intereft  (e). 

The    King's   Reconciliation    with    Navarre  CCXVI. 
gave  the  Leaguers  a  new  Subject  for  inveighing  naaa"a 

&     •    n     i  •  i  -j  i  -  &  good  Con- 

againit  him;  they  cried  out  that  now  it  vta&fequences 
plain  he  was  a  Heretick  in  his  Heart,  or  rather  of  that  Re- 
had  no  Religion  at  all :  And  upon  this  Occa- conciiia- 
fion,  the  Sorbonifts  decreed,  that  his  Name 
mould  be  left  out  of  the  Canon  of  the  Mafs,  and. 
that  in  the  Prayers  inftead  of  pro  Rege  nofiro^ 
for  our  King,  the  Words  pro  Chrifiianis  Prin* 
cipibus  noftris,  for  our  Chriftian  Princes,  meatir. 
ing  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Lorrain,  mould 
be  fubftituted.  And  to  fupport  all  their  Pro- 
ceedings, together  with  the  Juftice  of  degra- 
ding the  King  from  his  Royalty,  feveral  Pam- 
phlets were  publimed,  no  longer  without  the 
Author's  Name,  as  it  had  been  done  till  now, 
but  having  ftifled  all  Remorfe  of  Confcience, 
and  ihaken  off  all  Senfe  of  Shame  and  Duty, 
they  put  their  Glory  in  their  Shame*  amongft 
(e)  Thuan.  Lib.  xcv. 

others. 


556  Hiflory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 

Henrylll.  others,  Boucher  wrote  his  famous,  or  rather  mh-. 

Pel   s'  -  mous  Book  de  jujia  Abdicatione  Henrici  III.  e 
tus  V.    Francorum  Regno,  of  the  juft   Degradation   of 
Henry  III.  from  being  King  of  France,  which 
was  actually  in  the  Prefs  when  the  faid  King 
was  murdered.     Befides  that  Mayenne  and  his 
Partners  made  fuch  an  Uproar  at  Rome  by  their 
EmifTaries,  who  filled  the  Pope's  and  Cardi-: 
rials  Ears  with  fo  many  Falfhaods  concerning 
that  Reconciliation,  that  Sixtus  V.  publifhed  a 
Monitory  againft  the  King,  whereby  he  com- 
manded him  to  releafe  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon 
and  the  Archbifhop  of  Lyons  in  ten  days  after 
the  publifhing  of  the  faid  Monitory,  and  to  no- 
tify the  faid   Releafement  by  his  Letters,    or 
fome  other  publick  Inftrument  directed   to  the 
Apoftolical  See,  figned  and  fubfcribed  with  his 
own  Hand,  and  fealed   with  his  Royal  Seal  in 
30  Days  after.     If  he  don't  obey  he  excommu- 
nicates him,  and  fulminates  Anathemas  againft 
Jiim,  declaring  him  obnoxious  to  all  the  Church- 
Cenfures,  efpecially  thofe  exprefTed  in  the  Bull 
Ccena  Domini,  &c.  And  this  is  to  be  underftood, 
not  only  of  the  King,  but  likewife  of  all  his  Ad- 
herents, and  thofe  who  by  what  means  foever 
do  or  fhall  abet  him.     Furthermore,  he  fum- 
mons  him  to  appear   before  him  in   60  Days 
after  he  final]   have  received  notice   of    thefe 
Summons's,  either  in  Perfon  or  by   his  Proc- 
tors, in  order  to  fhew  caufe  why  he  had  mur- 
dered the  Cardinal  of  Guife,  and  now  detains 
Prifoners  the  Cardinal  of  Bourbon  and  the  Arch- 
bifhop of  Lyons,  and  why  Sentence  fhall  not  be 
pafTed  againft  him,  &V.     Adding,  that  he  could 
not  be  abfolved  but  by  the  Pope  himfelf,  ex- 
cept at  the  point  of  death,  and   that  too  upon 
Promife  to   fubmit   himfelf  to  whatever   the. 
Church  mould  inflict  upon  him. 

All 
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All  thefe  Proceedings  either  of  the  Sorbonifts  Henrylf I. 
againft  their  own  Sovereign,  or  of  the  Pope  a- „  x589: 
gainft  the  firft  King  of  Cbrijiendom  in  Europe,   °{^  y/~ 
were  enough  to  turn  the  People's  Heads,  and  to  v. 
make  them  run  into  all  manner  of  ExcefTes  a- 
gainft  Royal  Majefty  •,  and  fo  it  happened,  and 
that   rebellious   Spirit,  like  an  epidemical  Dif- 
temper,   raged  every  where,    and  caufed  fuch. 
ftrange  Convulfion  Fits  upon   Men,    that  any- 
thing like  it  had  never  been  (etn  before. 

But  on  the  other  fide,  nothing  could  be  more 
advantageous  to  the  King  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
rrances,  than   that  Union   with   the  Reformed 
Party,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  reap'd  the 
Benefit  thereof  j   and  indeed  the  Pope's  Moni- 
tory againft  him  v/as  no  fooner  made  publick 
than  the  Senate  of  Venice,  the  Great  Duke  of 
"Tufcany,  and  the  Duke  of  Mantua,  fent  notice 
thereof  to  that  Prince  by  the  means  of  Ifaiah 
Brochard  Lord  of  La  Clielle,  formerly  his  En- 
voy to  the  Great  Duke,  and  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty, to  let  the  Pope  know  as  foon  as  poflible, 
by  the  faid  La  Clielle,  that  he  had  been  inform- 
ed by   fome  Princes  his  Allies,  of  the  Decree 
published  againft  him  •,  which  feemed  unto  him 
a  new  and  very- unjuft  Proceeding:  that  he  had 
no  reafon   to  expect   any   fuch  thing  from  the 
Holy  See,  which  was  beholden  to  himfelf  and  to 
his  Anceftors  for  fo  many  Favours  heap'd  one 
over  another  upon  it.  That  he  defired  he  fhould 
know,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  inquire  why  he  had 
caufed  the  Duke  and  the  Cardinal  of  Guife  to  be 
put  to  death,  and  why  he  detain'd  the  Cardinal 
of  Bourbon  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Lyons  clofe 
Prifoners,  ftnee  the  Reafons   thereof  were   ob- 
vious to  all  the  World,  and  that  all  the  Na- 
tions were  informed  of  the  Plots  they  had  hatch- 
ed and  very  nearly  executed  againft  him  and  the 

Kingdom; 
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Henry  III.  Kingdom ;  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  fur- 
*589-  ther  Arguments  for  evincing  what  he  averted  ; 
tus  V1X  xt  was  f"fficient  f°r  tnat  purpofe  to  confider  the 
Behaviour  of  the  Duke  of  Mayenne  and  his  Ac- 
compliceship perfifted  in  their  unnatural  Rebel- 
lion, and  treading  in  the  Steps  of  the  Duke 
of  Guife,  were  doing  their  ntmoft  Efforts  to 
compleat  openly  what  he  had  begun ;  that  if 
he  has  done  any  thing  amifs,  which  however  he 
don't  own,  that  has  been  remitted  unto  him  by 
his  ConfefTor  in  virtue  of  a  Brief  granted  for 
that  purpofe  by  the  Pope  himfelf  •,  and  that  he 
was  not  obliged  to  account  for  any  of  his  Ac- 
tions but  only  to  God -,  and  that  he  was  no 
more  obnoxious  to  the  Church's  Cenfures  than 
his  Predeceflbrs.  Neverthelefs  to  mew  the 
World  that  he  declined  not  the  Pope's  Authority, 
he  was  refolved  to  go  to  Rome  in  a  fhort  time, 
but  attended  with  a  Company  fuitable  to  his  high 
Dignity,  and  (o  ftrong  and  powerful  that  he 
might  not  be  denied  free  Paflage.  Trufting 
himfelf  that  having  evinced  the  Juftice  of  his 
Caufe  before  the  World,  the  Decree  fhall  be 
reverfed,  nay  his  Holinefs  will  be  glad  to  grant 
him  Abfolution  if  required  (e). 

The  Senate  of  Venice,  the  Great  Duke,  and 
the  Duke  of  Mantua,  were  likewife  to  interfere, 
and  to  fhew  the  Audacioufnefs,  Pride  and  In- 
juftice  of  his  Proceedings.  They  further  ad- 
vifed  his  Majefty  to  feize  upon  Avignon  and 
the  Venaiffine  County,  by  the  means  of  La  Va- 
lette  Governour  of  Provence,  or  of  Alfhonfo 
Ornano  aflifted  with  Les  Diguieres's  Forces,  and 
to  give  out  that  he  had  done  it  by  his  Autho- 
rity, to  preferve  for  the  Holy  See  thofe  Coun- 
tries that  have  been  always  under  the  Crown's 
Protection,    from  falling  into  the  Hands  of 

thofe 
(«)  Idem  Lib.  xcv.  pag.  431, 
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thofe  who  had  a  greater  Regard  for  their  ownHenryllL 
Intereft  than  for  the  Holy  See,  and  that  he  had     '58?- 
been  forced  to  do  it,  feeing  that  Sixtus  V.  that    tus  y. 
unworthy  Head  of  the  Church,  did  not  endea- 
vour as  becometh   the  Common  Father  of  all 
Chriftians,  to  maintain  Peace  and  Concord  be- 
tween the  Chriftian  Princes,  but  rather  foment- 
ed Difcord  amongft   them  \  that  he  has  taken 
poffeilion  of  .thefe  Countries  for  preventing  his 
pernicious  Defigns,  being  ready  to  reftore  them 
as  foon  as  Peace  and  Tranquility  (hall  be  fettled 
in  his  Kingdom,  and  the  Pope  mail  be  better 
tempered. 

Such  were  the  Counfels  given  to  the  King  by 
the  Princes  of  Italy  who  knew  perfectly  well 
that  Sixtus?*  wild  Temper  could  not  be  moved 
by  any  Submiffions  or  Intreaties,  but  only  by 
Force  and  hard  Ufage  and  Language.  And 
had  it  not  been  for  the  King's  fudden  death, 
very  likely  that  Pontiff  would  not  have  fared 
better  than  fome  of  his  proud  Predeceflbrs  (f). 

I  can't  tell  whether  CUslle's  Deputation  took 
place,  nor  whether  thofe  States  of  Italy  did  ac- 
tually interfere  with  the  Pope  in  the  King's  be- 
half. I  know  thftt  there  was  a  Truce  in  Dauphine 
between  the  King's  Generals  and  Les  Diguieres, 
and  that  they  united  their  Forces  together  to 
act  conjointly  again  ft  the  Leaguers  and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy.  But  the  Great  Duke  of  Tuf- 
cany  went  much  further  than  any  other  Prince, 
for  he  lent  the  Kincr  two  hundred  thoufand. 
Crowns,  which  he  took  care  to  remit  fafely  in- 
to Germany. 

Befides  thefe  Advantages,  the  Duke  of  Mont- 
penjier  routed  the  Gaulterian  Army  in  Normandy ; 
they  were  {o  called  from  the  Parifh  of  JLa  Cha~ 
pile  Gaultier,  where  a  few  Years  before,  they 

had 

(f)  Idem  Ibid, 
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Henrylll.had  their  firft  AfTembly  in  order  to  oppofe  the 

x589-     Incurfions  of  the  Soldiery,  that  went  plundering 

Pope  bix-         ,  •     .  *  •        1       1  1   *A  ° 

t^s  y  and  committing  many  intolerable  Outrages 
'upon  the  poor  Peafants  and  other  Country- 
Men.  That  Example  was  foon  followed  by 
others  •,  and  their  Number  being  increafed,  they 
became  more  noxious  to  the  Country  than  the 
Soldiery.  They  were  fometimes  above  fixteen 
thoufand  Men,  difperfed  in  the  Villages,  who 
at  a  certain  Signal  were  ufed  to  leave  their 
Work,  to  take  their  Arms,  and  repair  .  to  the 
Place  -  appointed  by  their  Captains :  Now  the 
Leaguers  made  ufe  of  them,  for  difturbing  the 
Peace  in  that  Province,  and  forwarding  their 
Jntereft  in  it ;  the  Count  of  Brijjac,  whom  the 
Marlhal  of  Aumont  had  lately  caufed  to  fly  from 
Augers,  was  come  into  Normandy,  and  had  of- 
fered himfelf  to  the  Gualterians  to  be  their 
Chief,  and  had  been  accepted,  but  was  intirely 
routed  at  Argent  an,  3000  of  them  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot,  1200  taken  Prifoners,  400 
whereof  were  condemned  to  Slavery,  the  reft 
releafed  ;  from  that  time  they  were  lb  well  dif- 
perfed, that  they  were  never  feen  after. Senlis, 
befieged  by  the  Duke  of  Aumale,  was  relieved 
about  the  fame  time  by  the  moft  renowned  La 
Noue,  called  Iron- Arm,  under  the  Command  of 
the  Duke  of  Longuev.ille,  and  by  that  Great 
Man's  Prudence  and  Courage,  Aumale's  Army 
was  intirely  routed,  leaving  more  than  1200 
Men  killed  upon  the  Field.  But  the  Count  of 
Brienne,  a  Royalift,  was  likewife  routed  by  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne,  having  been  furprized  near 
Amboife,  he  loft  600  Men,  three  Standards,  and 
was  taken  Prifoner. 

The  King  himfelf  was  in  great  danger  of 
being  killed,  or  at  leaft  taken  Prifoner  at  Tours, 
by  the  Duke  of  Mayenne.  That  General  aflailed 

one 
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one  of  the  Suburbs  of  that  City,  and  carried  ft  Henry  ill. 
after  a  long  and  flout  Refiftance.  His  Majefty  Pol^f:  \ 
was  riding  that  Morning,  in  that  Suburb,  with  (as  ym 
fome  of  his  Generals  and  Courtiers,  when  on' 
a  fudden  the  Duke's  Scouts  were  feen  coming 
full  Gallop ;  and  fcarce  had  he  Time  enough 
to  retire  into  the  City,  and  order  the  Gates  there- 
of to  be  fhut  up,  left  the  young  Nobility  fhould 
rum  inconfiderately  among  the  Enemies  :  Then 
he  Wrote  to  the  King  of  Navarre  to  inform 
him  of  the  Danger  he  was  in,  and  to  defire 
him  to  fend  his  Arquebufiers  in  all  hafte  to  his 
AfTiftance,  which  he  did,  and  feht  them  the 
fame  Day,  tinder  the  Command  of  the  Count 
Coligny\  they  with  the  King's  Sivitzers  of  the 
Regiment  of  Galati,  performed  Wonders  ;  the 
brave  Grillon,  who  commanded  the  whole  In- 
fantry in  the  Duke  of  Efpernon's  Abfence,  dif- 
tinguihHed  himfelf  on  this  Occafion  :  but  at  Ja(r, 
being  over-powered  by  Numbers,  they  could 
hot  hold  out  any  longer,  and  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  after  having  fought  for  nine  Hours  to- 
gether, and  to  leave  that  Suburb  at  the  Difcre- 
tion  of  the  Enemy.  The  Chevalier  Claude  of 
Lorraine  ftained  that  Viclory  by  the  moft 
fhameful  and  abominable  Actions,  not  fparing 
even  the  Churches  nor  Convents*  where  Wo- 
men and  Virgins  had  taken  Refuge  with  their 
bed  Moveables ;  he  entered  the  Churches, 
plundered  the  Altars  ',  at  the  foot  of  them  he 
ravifhed  Women  in  prefence  of  their  Hufbands; 
and  defloured  Virgins  in  prefence  of  their  Pa- 
rents.Thefe  impious  Leaguers  were  notafhamed 
to  give  out  that  every  thing  was  allowed  and 
forgiven  to  thofe  who  fought  for  Religion's 
fake,  being  fupported  by  the  Pope,  and  that 
the  fame  Things  were  hot  allowed  ta  Here- 
V.  III.  Part  II.         0  a  sides. 
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Henry  HI.  ticks,  (f0  they  called  the  Royalifts,)  which  were 

plJe* Six-*0  CathoHep. 
tus  V.  But  tne  next  ^ay,  t^ie  9tn  °^  -^y?  they  al- 
tered their  Language  and  Behaviour-,  for  the 
Duke  of  Mayenne  underftanding  that  the  King 
of  Navarre  was  in  full  march  with  the  reft  of  his 
Troops,  and  would  arrive  at  Noon,  he  thought 
proper  to  march  off  privately  and  filently;  his 
Rear  was  purfued,  and  fome  of  them  killed  or 
,  taken  Pri loners.  The  King  of  Navarre  arrived 
about  Mid-day,  and  was  mod  gracioufly  re- 
ceived by  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty.  The 
Royalifts  loft  on  that  Occafion  about  300 
Men,  amongft  whom  were  feveral  Perfons  of 
Note,  the  Lofs  of  the  Enemy  was  not  above 
150,  very  few  Perfons  of  Note  were  found 
amongft  them.  Mayenne  marched  to  Mansy 
and  cauied  a  Relation  of  his  Exploits  to  be 
publifhed,  full  of  Falfhoods,  in  order  to  dazzle 
the  Parifians  Eyes. 

The  King  being  eafed  of  his  Fears,  by  the 
Departure  of  the  Duke,  divided  the  Admini- 
flration  of  his  Affairs  in  this  Manner ;  he  charg- 
ed the  King  of  Navarre  with  the  chief  Care  of 
the  War,  and  fent  him  to  Baugency,  in  order  to 
frighten  Orleans  with  the  Strength  of  the  Ar- 
my. He  kept  by  himfelf  Part  of  the  Troops, 
applying  himfelf  to  Bufinefs,  he  fent  the  Count 
of  Soijfons  into  Britanny,  and  named  Forget , 
Lord  of  Frefnes,  his  Ambaffador  to  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  with  Orders  to  require  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  that  if  he  would  not  ftand  his  Friend, 
at  leaft  he  fhould  fend  no  Supplies  to  the  Duke 
of  Mayenne.  At  the  fame  time,  having  no 
News  of  Sancy,  he  difpatched  Gafpar  deSchom* 
berg,  Count  of  Nanteuil,  and  James  Auguft 
Tbuanus,  for  raifmg  in  Germany  10000  Horie 
and  1 6000  Foot.  Then  he  marched  in  Perfon 

to- 
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towards  Poitiers,  in  hopes  to  fecure  that  City  in  Henry  III. 
his  Intereft,  but  moft  part  of  his  Defigns  were  p1^' 
abortive,  Orleans  perfifted  in  its  Rebellion  not-     (us  v. 
withstanding  the  Approach  of   Navarre •,    the*— v**&. 
Count  of  Soijfons  was  taken   Priforier  by  the 
Duke  of  Mercttur,  and  tile  King  did  not  meet 
the  Inhabitants  of  Poitiers  fuch  as  he  expecled 
to  find  them  (f). 

Therefore  he  came  back  to  Tours,  where  he 
had  a  good  mind  to  live  as  idly  as  he  had  done 
before,  in  the  time  of  his  Prosperity!,  flattering 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  fome  Agreement 
with  the  Leaguers :  But  the  King  of  Navarre 
having  vifited  him  at  ten  a  clock  in  the  Eve- 
ning, rouzed  him  Up  by  fo  many  Motives,  that 
he  obliged  him  to  exert  himfelf  in  a  way  fuit- 
able  to  his  Dignity,  giving  him  hopes  that  af- 
ter two  Months  of  hard  Labour  he  would  be  at 
reft  for  all  the  Days  of  his  Life; 

The  Rout  of  Aum ale's  Army  above  mention- 
ed, and  that  of  De  Saveufe  a  defperate  Leaguer  j 
by  the  Count  of  Chatillon^  and  the  News  of 
8ancy\  coming  with  a  ftrong  Army  from  Swit- 
zerland^ thefe  good  SuccefTes  helped  much  to 
induce  him  to  take  that  Refolution. 

The  two  Kings  refolved  to  march  with  their  CGXVll 
united  Forces  to  Paris  %    in  their   way    they  The  two 
flormed  Gergau,  five  Leagues  diftant  from  Or-  Kl!,g5 
leans,  Jallange  was  Commander  thereof,    the^jj^ 
moft  part  of  the  Garrifon  was  put  to  the  Sword,  Pari*, 
and  the   Commander    was   condemned  to  be 
hang*d  for  his  Obftinacy,  a  ftrong  Garifon  was 
put  in  the  Town,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  Incur- 
fions  of  thofe  of  Orleans  3  Gien  and  La  Ckarite 
furrendered  themfelves,  fo  that  all  the  Bridges  on 
the  Loire,  thofe  of  Orleans  and  Nantz  excepted, 
were  in  pofleflion  of  the  Royalifts.    Phiviers 
O  o  2  in 

(/)  Idem  Ibid,  pag.  439,  440,  &c. 


564  Hi/lory  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Vol.  III. 

Kenrylll.in  Beaujfe  was  ftormed  and  plundered  for  her 

!  589-    Refiftance  by  the  King  of  Navarre,  the  Officers 

tusv'  °f  ^e  Garifon  were  like  wife  executed;  Ef- 
\~*-v~mjtampes  fhared  the  fame  Fate  for  the  fame  Rea- 
fon,  the  Baron  of  St.  Germain  Governor  thereof 
was  beheaded,  Bergeroneau  the  King's  Attor- 
ney and  fome  other  Citizens  were  hanged  for 
their  Rebellion.  Dour  dan  fubmitted  voluntari- 
ly •,  but  Poijji  not  following  that  good  Example, 
was  ftormed  and  plundered.  Pontoife  was  be- 
fieged  in  form,  D*  Aline  our  t  Son  to  Vitleroy  late 
Secretary  of  State  was  Governor  thereof,  the 
Garifon  was  3000  Men  ftrong,  however  he  ca- 
pitulated when  the  Church  of  the  Suburb  of 
our  Lady  had  been  carried  by  Storm. 

c ex viii.      While  the  two  Kings  were  before  Pontoife, 

Sancy       tnev  were  joined  the  Day  before  its  Reddition, 

£?i-'w^  was  ^e  2^k  or  27t^1  °f  7ubi  by  Sancy 
my  with    with  his  Auxiliaries,  amounting  to  10000  Swit- 
b'is  Auxi-  zers,  2000  German  Foot,  and   1 500  Reijiers ; 
hanes.      y^  was  received  with  the  greateft  marks  of  Joy 
and  Acknowledgement  by  the  King,  and  in- 
deed the  Fidelity  to  his  King  and  Love  for  his 
Country   which  that  generous  Patriot  fhewed 
forth   on  this  Occafion,  cannot   be  fufficiently 
commended.     His  Name  was  Nicolas  de  Har- 
Great  Ge-lay  Baron  of  Sancy ;  the  King  having  expofed 
ntrofity  of  in  his  Council  the  fad  Condition  he  was  in,  and 
that  Lord.  £nc]ing  jn    his  Counfellors    more   Companion 
than  real  AfTiftance,  Sancy  who  was  then  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Requefts,  but  a  Man  who  under  the 
Magillrate  carried  a  Soul  truly  great  and  noble, 
fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  concluded  with 
the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  having  an  Army  of 
Foreigners,  which  could  not  be  raifed  more 
commodioufly  or  diligently  than  in  Switzerland, 
Every  one  agreed  with  him  in  that  Point,  not 
without  bantering  him,  asking  of  one  another, 

Who 
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Who  Jhall  be  that  happy    cr   rather  generous  Henrylli. 
Frenchman,  who  will  levy  fuch  an  Army,  having  p  '5g9- 
no  other  means  than  the  King's  Letters  ?  I  ought  ^  y  x~ 
not  to  be  the  Man,  fays  he,  (detecting  inward- 
ly the  Ungratefulness  of  many  of  them   who 
had  exceedingly   enriched   themfelves  by  the 
King's  Favours,   and  at  the  Coft  of  his  Repu- 
tation and  Credit)  but  however  I  Jhall  be  that 
Man.  And  without  delay  he  accepted  the  Com- 
mi/lion;  which  he  executed  with  the  lofs  of  his 
whole  Eftate,    and  having  overcome    all  the 
great  Difficulties  which  the  Duke  of  Savoy  op- 
pofed  to  him,  it  is  almoft  incredible  what  great 
Dangers  and  Obftacles  he  had  to  overcome  ei- 
ther in  going  to  or  returning  from  Switzerland. 
Being  arrived  in  Burgundy  with  that  Army,  the 
Vifcount  of  La  Guiche,  who  had  the  Warrant 
of  Colonel  of  the  Switzers,  went  thither  to 
take  upon  him  the  Command  thereof;  No,  no, 
Sir,  fays  Sancy,  you  may  keep  your  Paper,  but  I 
Jhall  keep  my  Men.     Which  Anfwer  was  much 
approved  in  the  Council  of  War,   and  ierved 
only  to  haften  the  necefTary  Provifions  for  fuch 
an  important  Charge. 

When  he  arrived  at  Pontoije,  the  King  could 
not  refrain  from  Tears,  when  he  embraced  him, 
and  Sancy  having  defired  his  Majefty  to  let 
him  know  the  reafon  of  fo  melancholy  a  Re- 
ception when  his  Affairs  were  in  fo  profpercus 
a  Condition ;  /  weep,  fays  the  King,  becauje  I 
have  nothing  better  Jor  the  prejent  than  'Tears 
and  Promijes  Jor  recompenjing  Jo  important  a  Ser- 
vice, but  ij  God  grants  me  Lije  and  Means,  I 
give  you  my  word  that  I  will  make  you  Jo  great, 
that  you  will  be  the  Objetl  of  Envy  to  the  greateji 
oj  my  Kingdom.  Three  Days  after  the  King 
was  afiaffinated,  and  that  Army  ferved  for 
maintaining  the  Right  of  Henry  IV.  and  fet  1  ng 
O  0  3     '  the 
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HenrylH-  the  Crown  upon  him ;  who  continued  his 
^1589.  Gratitude  to  him  till  the  time  of  that  free  An- 
tm,  V.  ^wer  n°  Save  to  tne  Lady  of  Liancourt  Duchefs. 
of  Beaufort  and  Miftrefs  to  the  King.  She  had 
procured  the  Marriage  of  Sehafiian  Zamet  with 
Magdalen  Le  Ckrc,  by  whom  he  had  already 
feveral  Children,  which  had  been  legitimated 
with  great  Ceremony  in  prefence  of  the  whole 
Court  •,  that  had  been  done  purpofely  in  order  to 
prepare  the  People's  Minds  and  Eyes  by .  that 
Precedent,  not  to  be  furprized  at  what  me  had 
a  mind  to  offer  very  foon  to  their  Sight,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  what  me  aimed  at  s  And  feigning 
to  be  ignorant  upon  this  Point,  me  alked  San- 
cy  whether  that  manner  of  legitimating  Chil- 
dren was  fafe  and  fufficient  ?  Yes  Madam,  fays 
he.  She  thinking  to  have  catch'd  him  in  the 
Trap,  returned,  How  Sir,  and  if  the  King  had 
a  mind  to  marry  me,  would  then  our  Children 
be  legitimate  ?  No,  no.  Madam,  fays  he  with  In- 
dignation againft  her  Artifices  and  Defigns,  for 
in  France  the  King's  Baftards  are  never  better 

than  Sons  of  a  W e.     That  Freedom   coft 

him  very  dear,  for  he  was  difmifTed  from  his 
Place  of  Super-Intendant  of  the  King's  Ex- 
chequer i  and  he  afforded  the  World  another 
Inftance  of  Princes'  Ungratefulnefs -for  their 
beft  and  mod:  faithful  Servants,  as  Belifarius 
had  done  formerly  in  the  Emperor  Jujlinian's 
Time  :  for  that  generous  Gentleman,  to  whom 
King  Henry  IV.  was  beholden,  one  may  fay  for 
his  Crown,  was  quite  forgotten  by  that  un- 
grateful Prince,  and  tho'  he  had  adminiftred 
the  Exchequer  for  three  Years  together,  ne- 
verthelefs  he  had  been  fo  faithful  and  con- 
(cientious  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Truft,  that 
he  had  not  bought  an  Inch  of  Land,  nor  could 
he  pay  any  of  his  Debts3  but  his  own  Lands, 

Manners, 
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Manors,  and  Lordlhips  remained  mortgaged,  Henrylir. 
and  his  beautiful  Diamond  that  went  by  his  p1^' 
Name,  The   Sancy,  remained  pawn'd;  (it   'fusV*' 
was  bought  afterwards  by  King  James).     So  <— v— J 
he  was  reduced  to  Poverty,  for  his  Trouble  of 
fwang   the  State,    by   the  Lofs  of  his  own 
Eftate  ( g ).    I  thought  myfelf  in  Duty  bound, 
to  fay  fo  much  to  the  Honour  of  that  great 
Man's  Memory,  blafted  too  inconfiderately  by 
Mezeray,    who   has  copied  after  Sully's  Me- 
moirs, not  minding  that  he  was  Sancy* s  Enemy, 
and  the  Duchefs  of  Beaufort's  Friend. 

Now  the  Royal  Army,  ftrengthened  by  the  CCXIX. 
Junction  ofSancy's  Auxiliaries,. became  formida-  ?aris  *'* 
ble  to  his  Enemies,  being  compofed  of  near^ 
38000  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot.  After  the  Red- 
dition  of  Pontoife,  it  marched  to  St.  Cloudy 
which  furrendered  after  a  little  Refiftance,  the 
King  took  his  Quarters  in  it,  and  lodged  in 
Gondfs  Houfe  ;  the  King  of  Navarre  took  his 
own  at  Meudon ;  his  Troops  extended  from 
Vanvres  to  the  Bridge  of  Charentony  the  King's 
from  St.  Cloud  to  Nuilly's  Haven. 

At  the  Sight  of  that  Royal  Army,  the  Roy- 
alifts  that  were  in  good  Number  in  Paris,  the 
Timorous  and  the  Wealthy,  declared  them- 
felves  openly  for  an  Agreement  and  a  Recon- 
ciliation with  the  King  •,  they  went  from  Houfe 
to  Houfe  exhorting  their  Friends  to  join  with 
them.  The  Dread  of  a  terrible  but  defer ved 
Puniihment,  chilled  the  Blood  of  the  hotteft 
Leaguers,  in  vain  the  feditious  Preachers  did 
their  belt  Endeavours  to  keep  up  thtdr  Spirits 
by  their  Declamations  and  falfe  News  ;  as  they 
had  given  no  Bounds  to  their  unnatural  Rebel- 
lion ;  fo  they  expected  no  Mercy.  It  was  to  be 
O  o  4  feared, 

(g)  Agricola,  Continuation  des  Memoires  de  Caftelnau, 
Tom.  III.  pag.  38,  39,  40. 
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Henry  III.  feared,  left  in  the  General  Aflault,  which  w,as 
1 5^9  appointed  for  the  fecond  of  Augujl^  they  fhould 
tus  V.    be  totally  difheartened  and  unable  to  withftand ; 

*— v— -^  and  more  than  that,  left  the  Royalifts  of  the 
City  mould  attack  them  in  the  Rear,  and  open 
a  Gate  to  the  AfTarlors,  while  they  were  bufy 
in  fighting. 

The  Duke  of  Mayenne  had  already  taken  a 
defperate  Refolution,  viz.  to  come  out  with 
4000  Men  as  defperate  as  himfelf,  to  attack 
the  Royalifts,  and  to  vanquifh  or  die.  Such  was 
bis  Refolution,  when  a  dreadful  Stroke  faved 
him  from  the  very  Brim  of  the  Precipice. 
CCXX.       Whether  God's  Juftice  was  not  yet  fatisfied, 

Jfr»jHen-or  tnat  jt  required  an  Example  of  the  firft  Qua- 

iy™rJr~kty*  which  might  produce  a  Revolution,  where- 
Monk.  by  the  State  fhould  be  reformed  -,  howbeit,  God 
Almighty  permitted,  that  a  miferable  "Wretch 
porTeffed  with  the  Spirit  of  Superftition,  the 
worft  of  all  the  Spirits,  perpetrated  upon  his 
Majefty  the  moft  heinous  of  all  Parricides, 
ftabbing  him  in  the  Belly  with  a  Knife,  which 
he  kept  concealed  in  his  Sleeve,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  the  King's  Audience  on  pretence 
of  having  fome  great  Secret  to  reveal.  His 
Name  was  James  Clement,  a  Dominican 
Fryar,  who  was  in  Prieft's  Orders.  The 
King  feeling  himfelf  wounded,  drew  the  Knife 
out  of  his  Belly,  and  ftruck  the  Villain  with 
it  over  the  Eye  \  then  being  fcized  by  his  Ser- 
vants, that  had  withdrawn  at  his  Command, 
he  was  killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  Surgeons 
having  fearched  the  Wound,  at  firft  were  in 
hopes  that  it  would  not  prove  mortal ;  but 
having  been  feized  with  a  violent  Fever  the 
next  Nighr,  and  fuifering  the  bittereft  Pains, 
all  hopes  of  his  Cure  vanifhed  away,  and  he 
.expired  the  next  Morning,  the  fecond  Day  of 

Auguji, 
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jiuguft.     It  is  certain,  that  he  fpent  his  Time,  Henryiu. 
after  he  had  been  wounded,  to  his  Death,  in     I5S9: 
Reflexions,  and  Preparations  fuitable  to  his  pre-    °^s  yX" 
fent  Condition,    humbling  himfelf  under  the ._  n_     "j 
mighty  hand  of  God,  giving  Thanks  for  the 
true  Knowledge  he  had  given  him  of  the  Va- 
nity of  Scepters  and  Crowns ;  his  Sorrows  for 
the  Sins  of  his  paft  Life  were  fo  quick,  and  at- 
tended with  fo  many  Proteftations  of  Amend- 
ment, if  God  was  pleafed  to  prolong  his  Days, 
tho*  he  defired  not  to  live  any  longer  than  it 
was  expedient  for  bringing  forth  Fruits  of  a 
true  Repentance;  that  the  Conftancy  and  Great- 
nefs  of  Soul  wherewith  he  received  Death  muft 
be  intirely  afcribed  to  the  victorious  Power  of 
the  merciful  Qrace  of  God.  He  received  Death, 
not  as  a  King  infatuated   with   his  Greatnefs, 
Joathing  the  very  thought  of  renouncing  his 
worldly  Advantages,  but  as  a  Criminal  fully 
convinced  of  the  Juftice  of  the  Sentence  pafTed 
againft  him,   and  who  looks  upon  the  Execu- 
tion thereof  as  an  Attonement  for  his  Crimes, 
which   might   procure   him    Forgivenefs   and 
Mercy  before  the  dreadful  Tribunal  of  God  : 
In  a  word,  as  the  Beginnings  of  his  Life  had 
been  very  glorious,  fo  his  End  was  moft  holy  ; 
as  by  the  former  Actions  of  his  Life,  he  had 
been  judged  worthy  to  wear  a  Crown,  before 
he  had  any  ;  fo  by  his  lad,  he  made  thofe  that 
were  prefent  to  judge  that  he  exchanged  his 
earthly  Crown  for  an  heavenly  one. 

After  what  I  have  faid  of  his  Government,  u-ls  ql  m 
during  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Reign,  I  needr«^r. 
not  to  infift  much  upon  his  Character.  He 
was  well-fhaped,  he  had  a  majeftic  and  agree- 
able Mien,  no  Man  in  his  Kingdom  fpoke  fo 
gracefully  as  he  did,  he  was  thought  too  curi- 
ous for  a  great  King   in  the  Choice  of  his 

Ex- 
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Henrylll.  Expreffions,  he  was  extremely  ftedfaft  in  the 
1589.  Religion  of  his  Anceftors,  and  had  an  exceed- 
tusV.  ing  RefpecT:  for  Church-Men,  Monks,  &c.  he 
was  naturally  a  ftrict  Lover  of  Juftice,  of  a 
found  Judgment,  and  quick  Apprehenfion,  but 
above  all,  he  exceeded  all  his  Predeceflbrs  by 
his  Liberality,  and  in  the  Manner  he  gave :  In  a 
word,  the  Seeds  of  all  thofe  Virtues  which 
adorn  the  Throne,  and  ferve  to  make  a  Prince 
dreaded,  reverenced,  beloved  by  Foreigners 
as  well  as  by  his  own  Subjects,  were  to  be 
found  in  Henry  III,  and  had  they  been  care- 
fully cherifhed  up,  had  he  had  one  Carnavalet 
by  him,  to  inftruct  and  admonifh  him,  he 
would  have  been  actually  dreaded,  reverenced 
and  beloved,  he  would  have  proved  the  De- 
light of  Mankind  in  general,  and  efpecially  of 
his  Subjects.  But  for  his  own,  and  the  King- 
dom's Misfortune,  Carnavalet  died  too  foon  ; 
and  the  Queen  his  Mother  exceedingly  thirfty 
after  Dominion,  thought  that  there  was  no  bet- 
ter way  of  gratifying  her  Ambition  than  by 
bringing  her  Son  to  live  a  diflblute  Life.  She 
named  l/illequier  as  the  moil  proper  to  com- 
pafs  her  Defigns,  being  the  moft  diflblute  and 
profligate  Man  of  the  Kingdom,  and  it  may  be 
of  that  Age  ;  he  fucceeded  to  Carnavalet  in 
the  Government  of  that  Prince  ;  who  being 
ftill  of  an  Age,  wherein  love  of  Pleafures  pre- 
vails above  any  thing  elfe,  he  proved  foon  a 
great  Proficient  either  in  Idlenefs  or  in  the  moft 
unlawful  Pleafures,  his  Temper  and  Inclinati- 
ons were  quite  altered,  even  his  Virtues  became 
fo  many  Vices,  not  keeping  them  in  a  juft 
Bound,  his  Liberality  degenerated  into  Profufe- 
nefs,  his  Prudence  into  Timoroufnefs,  his  Cle- 
mency into  Pufillanimity  and  even  Cowardice  ; 
"and  he  carried  this  fo  far,  that  after  he  had 

been 
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been  expelled  from  Paris,  he  deftred,  he  re-  Henry Iir, 
quired,  nay  he  bafely  befought  to  be  reconciled  pJ/gf^ 
,  with  the  worft  of  his  Enemies  ;  ordering  Pray-     tus  y. 
"ers  to  be  put  up  in  all  Churches  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  In  a  word,  that  victorious  Prince,  inured 
from   his   tender   Years  to  the  Fatigues  and 
Hardfhips  of  the  War,  became  a  Sardanapa- 
lus,  or  an  Heliogabalus,  living   in  the  Profufe- 
nefs  of  an  odious  Luxury,  in  the  Idlenefs  of  a 
fhameful  Retirement ;  fpending  his  Time  away 
either  in  feeing  of  Dancing,  or  in  ftroaking  of 
Puppies,  whereof  he  had  always  a  great  Num- 
ber of  all   Kinds  ;   or   in  making  Parrots  to 
fpeak,  or   in  cutting  Paper,  or  in  curling  his 
own  and  his   Minions    Hair ;    and    in   other 
things  no  lefs  unbecoming,  not  only   a  King, 
but  a  Man.     Nay,  he  made  but  too  often  his 
Paftime   of  the  moft    heinous  Crimes  againfl: 
Nature.     And  whereas  he  could  not  eafily  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  thefe  Things  in  the  time  of 
War,  therefore  he  never  confented  to  it  but 
with  the  greateft  Reluctancy  ♦,  not  that  he  had 
any  regard  for  the  Reformed,  whom  he  hated 
above  all  things  ;  but,  becaufe  he  could  not  put 
them  to  any  Trouble,   without  difturbing  the 
Courfe  of  Life,  which  he  was  refolved  to  pur- 
fue.     Neverthelefs,  as   he  faw  that  he  could 
not  leave  them   in  Peace,  without   rendering 
himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  Cenfure  of  his,  and 
their  own  Enemies,  as  if  he  did  countenance 
Herefy  ;  he  thought  that  he  could  not  better 
blot  out  thefe  Impreflions,  than  by  the  Practice 
of  certain  fuperftitious  Acts  of  Devotion  •,  fuch 
as  Proceffions,   Pilgrimages,  &t.  whereby  he 
debafed  the  Royal  Majefty,  and  rendered  himfelf 
defpicable  to  his  Subjects  j  who  confidering  his 
conftant  Way  of  Living,  could   not  be  long 
impofed  upon  by  fuch  outward  Signs  of  Hu- 
miliation 
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HenryIIl.milJation  and  Penitence,  but  deemed  them   to 
Pole  &      ^e  ^°  many  Evidences  of  a  thorough  Hypo- 
tus  V.  crify.     He  inftituted  or  rather  reftored  the  Or- 
der of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  the  Reafons  men- 
tioned above  :  That  Order  had  been  formerly 
inftituted  in  the  Year  1352,  by  Lewis  of  Anjour 
furnamed  of  tfarente,  King  of  Jerufalem  and 
Sicily;  but  dying  without  Iflue,that  Order  ended 
with  that  Prince,   and  it  would  have  been  in- 
tirely  loft,  had  not  the  Original  of  the  Confti- 
tuticns  thereof  fallen   into  the  hands  of  the 
Senate  of  Venice,  who  prefented  King  Henry 
with  it,  when  lie  came  into  that  City,  as  he 
returned  from  Poland. 

Beiides  that  military  Order,  he  inftituted  fe- 
veral  Societies  or  Fraternities  of  Penitents  of  all 
Sorts,  in  fome  of  them  he  admitted  the  Com- 
moners of  Paris,  with  whom  he  behaved  him- 
felf  outwardly    with   great  Devotion  ;  but  in 
others   he   admitted  only   the   Lords  of  his 
Court,    and  in   them  his  Aufterity    was'  but 
outward,  and  it  was  publickly  rumoured,  that 
at  Vincennes,   Bologn  and  other  Places,   where 
they  were  ufed  to  meet  together,  it  was  rather 
for  indulging  themfelves  in  all  unlawful  Plea- 
fures,  than  for  doing  Penance.     The  Lady  of 
Francis  Lord  of  67.  Luc,  Great  Mafter  of  the 
Artillery  was  of  that  Opinion,  when  (he  went 
to  meet  her  Hufband  in  his  Cell  of  Penitent: 
She  put  him  to  fuch  a  Shame  for  his  Hypo- 
crify,  that  they  both  refolved  to  frighten  the 
King,  who  lodged   in  the  next  Cell,  by  the 
means  of  a  long  Pipe  me  herfelf  run  through 
a  little  Hole,  in  the  Dark,  and  counterfeiting 
the  nightly  Ghoft,   (he  upbraided  him  with  ail 
that   her  Hufband   had    told    her  about    the 
Diftblutenefs  and  Lewdnefs  of  the  Court,  and 
threatened  him    with  the  heavieft  Judgments 

of 
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of  God  :  the  King  was  fo  much  terrified,  that  Henry  III. 
he  had  much  ado  to  recover  himfelf  from  the     !58?- 

x?  •   Ui.  P°Pe  Six- 

Frifht*  n.       1        r  ••     *  ■    I  tusV. 

But  amongft  other  fraternities,  there  was  a' 
lingular. one,  which  he  had  brought  from 
Poland,  namely,  The  Fraternity  of 
Death,  inftituted  on  account  of  the  Death 
and  Paflion  of  Our  Lord  Jefus  *,  he  admitted 
into  this  the  Commoners  of  Paris,  they  met 
together  every  Friday,  and  when  Part  of  the 
Service  was  done,  they  put  out  the  Candles, 
and  fcourged  themfelves,  ringing  or  uttering 
diftin&ly  the    51ft  and  igotltPfalms. 

Such  was  Henry  III,  of  Valois,  the  laft  King 
of  that  Branch,  which  had  fwayed  the  Scepter 
for  two  hundred  and  fixty  one  Years  •,  reckon- 
ing from  Philip  VI,  in  1328.  The  Clergy 
and  Monks  for  whom  he  had  had  the  greater!: 
Regard,  and  to  whom  he  fed  mewed  the  great- 
eft  Kindnefs,  thefe  very  Men  were  the  mod 
inftfumental  in  his  Ruin,  and  DeftrucTion. 
And  yet,  had  not  the  Subjects  been  fo  ill  go- 
verned as  they  were  •,  had  not  his  fcandalous 
Way  of  Living,  the  Burden  of  Impofts,  the 
Infolence  of  Favourites,  given  them  both 
Averfion  and  Contempt  for  the  Government; 
the  Pope,,  the  Sorbonne,  the  Jefuits,  nor  [all 
the  Clergy  of  France,  all  th'ofe  great  Abettors 
and  Supporters  of  the  League,  would  not  have 
been  able  to  compafs  their  Ends  (j). 

He  died  without  any  I  flue  of  his  Confort 
Lovifa  of  Lorain,  m  the  thirty  eighth  Year  of 
his  Age,  being  born  on  the  nineteenth  of  Sep- 
tember 1551,  and  in  the  fixteenth  of  his  Reign, 

having 

(j)  Tbuan.  Lib.  xcvi.  Agricola  Continuation  des  Me- 
moires  de  Cajlelnau,  Perefixe  Vie  de  Henry  le  Grand.  Me- 
moires  de  la  Ligue,  Tome  III. 
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Henrylll.  having  fucceeded  to  his  Brother  Charles  IX, 
p  !5^?-.   on  the  thirtieth  of  May  1574. 

tus  V.        When  the  Parifians  heard  of  his  Death, 
c— y-^/they  ran  almoft  mad  for  Joy,  efpecially  the 
Preachers,  who  compared  the  heinous  Action 
of  James  Clement,  to  Judith's,  and  extolled 
him  to  the  Skies,  as  an  holy  Martyr.     But  if 
fuch  mad  Pranks  can  any  ways  be  excufed,  in 
People  who  thought  themfelves  undone,  the 
very  Minute  they   faw   themfelves  delivered 
from   the  threatening  Danger  ;    how   can  be 
excufed  Sixtus  V.  who  being  far  diftant,  and 
not  perfonally  concerned  in  thefe  Affairs,  was 
in  a  better  Condition  of  judging   rightly  of 
them  ;  butneverthelefs  behaved  himfelr  on  this 
Occafion,  in  a  Way  fo  contrary  to  Chriftiani- 
ty,  nay  to  the  very  Rules  of  common  Decency  ? 
For  the  News  of  the  King's  Death  having 
reached  Rome,  he  held  a  Confiftory  on  the  nth 
of  September,  and  delivered  a  Speech,  wherein 
he  mofr.  impioufly    perverted  the  Meaning  of 
the  Scripture,  for  afferting  his  Devil ifh  Max- 
ims.    I  give  here  an  Abftract  thereof. 
Sixtus  VV      "  Confidering  oftentimes  and  ferioufly  with- 
Speecb  on  «  in  myfelf,  and  applying  the  utmoft  of  my 
thh  Oaa-  <c  Undemanding  to  thefe  Things,  which  now 
"  of  late*  by  the  Will  of  God,  are  come  to 
"  pafs,  I  think  I  may  fitly  ufe  the  Words  of 
"  the  Prophet  Habbakuk^  faying,  /  have  wrought 
"  a  Work  in  your  Days,  which  no  Man  will  be- 
"  lieve  when  it  Jhall  be  told  him.  Habbak.  i.  5. 
"  The  French  King  is  (lain  by  the  hands  of  a 
"  Fryar! 

"  For  to  this  it  may  be  truly  compared,  tho* 
•f  the  Prophet  fpake  of  another  Matter,  name- 
"  ly,  of  the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord,  which 
*c  exceeded  all  other  Wonders  and  Miracles. 

"As 
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"  As  alfo  the  Apoftle  referreth  the  fame  Words Henrylir. 
"  to  the  RefurretJion  of  Chrift,    &c.     This     *  5??- 

,      ,.  -■'...  J  r        «  •  i  Pope  SiX- 

"  thing,  or  which  we  are  now  ipeakmg,  and    rtns  ym 

V  which  hath  happened  in  our  Days,  is  a  very 
"  famous,  memorable,  and  well-nigh  incre- 
<c  dible  Thing •,  not  done  or  accomplifhed 
<c  without  the  particular  Providence  and  Dif- 
*'  pofition  of  the  Almighty.  A  Fryar  hath 
*•'  killed  a  King,  not  a  painted  one  in  Paper,  aor 
"  pictured  out  upon  a  Wall ;  but  the  French 
"  King  in  the  middle  of  his  Armies,  incompaiTed 
<c  round  about  with  his  Guards  and  Soldiers : 
"  Which  truly  is  fuch  a  great  Act,  and  done  in 
*'  fuch  a  Manner,  that  none  will  believe  it  when 
*'  it  fhall  be  told  them,  and  perhaps  our  Pofte- 
"  rity  after  us  will  account  and  efteem  it  but  a 

"  Fable. That  the  faid  King  is  dead,  it  is 

"  eafily  to  be  believed  ;  but  that  he  has  been 
"  killed,  and  taken  away  in  fuch  fort,  is  hard- 
"  ]y  credible  :  Even  as  we  prefently  aflent  that 
"  Chrift  is  born  of  a  Woman-,  but  if  we  fur- 
*'  ther  add,  of  a  Virgin  Woman,  then  accord- 
<c  ing  to  human  Reafon,  we   cannot  affent  to 

*'  it. But  if  it  is  added,    that   it  was 

"  wrought  fupernaturally  by  the  Operation  of 
"  the  Holy  Ghoji,  then   we  truly  affent  to  it, 

"  and  faithfully  believe  it In  the  fame 

"  manner,  tho*  to  Natural  Reafon  and  human 
"  Capacity  it  may  Teem  a  thing  incredible  or 
"  altogether  improbable,  that  fuch  a  mighty 
"  King  mould  be  flain  in  the  midft  of  his  Ar- 

V  my,  invironed  round  with  his  Guards  and 
"  Soldiers,  by  a  poor,  fimple,  weak  Fryar; 
<f  yet  confidering  tne  great  and  grievous  Sins 
<c  of  this  King,  and  the  fpecial  Providence  of 
"  the  Almighty  therein,  and  by  what  a  ftrange 
te  and  wonderful  Way,  he  hath  accomplifhed 

"  his 
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Henrylll. "  his  mod:  juft  Will  and  Judgment  againft  him, 
1589.     *c  tjien  we  fuj]y  ami  mofl-  firmly  believe  it ; 

*tus  V    "  an(*    theref°re     this    great   and  miraculous 
"  Work  we  are  to  afcribe  to  a  particular  Pro- 

"  vidence  of  God  only. And  there  is  no 

"  Inftance  in  the  Holy  Writ  of  this  Nature, 
"  wherein  the  Celeftial  Operation  more  ap- 
"  peareth  than  in  this  whereof  we  are  now 
"  fpeaking. 

"  We  read  in  the  firft  Book  of  Macchabees 
"  ch.  vi.  how  Eleazar  runhimfelf  upon  a  cer- 
«'  tain  Death,  to  kill  the  King,  who  was  a  pro- 
"  fefTed  Enemy  and  Perfecutor  of  the  People 

*'  arid  Children  of  God. Here    in  this 

"  Inftance,  we  may  fee  fomething  not  unlike 
"  to  our  %  viz.  as  to  Zeal,  Fortitude  of  Mind, 
c<  and  the  Iftiie  of  the  Enterprize  •,  but  in  the 

i. 

"  reft  there  is  no  Comparifon  to  be  made.  E- 
"  leazar  was  a  Soldier,  ufed  to  Weapons,  and 
"  trained  up  in  Wars,  fet  in  Battel,  imbolden- 
"  ed  with  Courage,  and  inflamed  with  Anger 
"  and  Rage:  This  a  Fryar,  not  inured  to 
"  fighting,  and  fo  abhorring  Blood,  by  the 
"  Order  of  his  Profemon,  that  perhaps  he 
"  could  not  abide  the  opening  of  a  Vein.  E- 
"  leazar  knew  the  kind  of  his  Death,  and  the 
•'  Place  of  his  Burial.  This  Man  looked 
*c  for  a  certain  Death,  and  expected  nothing 
"  but  moft  cruel  and  unheard  of  Torments, 
"  and  that  he  mould  want  a  Grave  to  reft  with- 

M  in. And   there  are  many  other  Things 

"  wherein  thefe  two  Inftances  can  fuffer  no 
"  Comparifon." 

Then  he  brings  forth  that  of  Judith,  and 
draws  the  fame  Inference  as  from  the  former. 
Then  he  adds,  "  Indeed  I  could  not  believe  this 
"  to  have  been  done  otherwife  than  by  the  Holy 

"  Purpofe 
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*'  Purpofe  of  God,  unlefs  I  mould  captivate  or  HenryllL 
*'e  fubmit  my  Underftanding  to  the  Obedience     '5  89- 
<c  of  Chrift,  who    determined  by    thefe  mira-   °£s  y 
**  culous  Means  to  deliver  and  fet  at  liberty  the* 

*'  City  of  Paris  - and  to  punifh  the  noto- 

*l  rious  Sins  of  that  King,  and  to  deprive  him 
<is  of  this  Life  by  fo  unhappy  and  infamous  a 
"  Death:  And  we  truly  (not  without  great  in- 
n  ward  Grief,)  have  oftentimes  foretold,  that, 
"  as  he  was  the  laft  of  his  Name  and  Family, 
*'*  fo  was  he  like  to  have  and  make  fome 
<s  ft'range  and  fhameful  End  of  his  Life.  This 
*"  I  have  faid  feveral  times,  not  only  to  the 
"  Cardinals  of  Joyeufe,  Lerioncour,  and  Gondii 
**  but  alfo  to  the  Marquis  of  Pifani  his  Em* 

c*  bafiador  at   this  Court. His  unhappy 

'*  and  unlucky  End  deprives  him  alfo  of  thofe 
"  honourable  Offices,  and  Refpects  which  the 
"  Holy  See  is  wont  to  pay  to  Emperors  and 
cc  Kings;  which  we  mod  willingly  would 
"  likewife  have  beftowed  on  him,  if  the  Holy 
<x  Scriptures  in  this  Cafe  had  not  altogether 
'*  forbidden  it."  Whereupon  he  quotes  the  ift 
Epiftle  of  5"/.  John  ch.  v.  v.  16.  and  applies  it  to 
the  King,  charging  him  with  being  dead  in  a 
mortal  Sin,  becaufe  he  was  dead  in  a  ftridfc  U- 
nion  with  the  King  of  Navarre  and  the  Hugo- 
yots,  whereof  his  Army  was  for  the  moil  part 
compofed  (k). 

Such  were  in  thofe  Days  the  Doclrincs 
taught  and  aflerted  at  Rome,  by  no  lefs  a 
Mafter,  than  THAT  GREAT  AND 
INFALLIBLE  JUDGE  OF  ALL 
CONTROVERSIES,  THEPOPE.. 
Whether  he  hath  really  altered  his  Mind  fince 
that  time,  or  whether  he  wants  only  a  proper 

(k)  Thuavms  Lib.  >:cvi. 

V.III.  Part  II.         Pp  Oppjr- 
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Henrylll.  Opportunity  for  exerting  himfelf  and  putting 
Pol    s'     ^le  °^  Maxims  in  practice,  and  whether  it  is 
tus  v.    very  &&  f°r  any  civil  Society  profefling  the 
Proteftant  Religion  to  fuffer  tamely  the  growth 
of  Popery  amongfl  them  ;  I  refer  my  felf  for  it 
to  the  Wifdom  of  the    Legiflature ;    and  am 
going  to  put  an  end  to  this  Volume  by  this 
Reflexion  upon  the  hard  Fate  of  Henry  III.  viz. 
Tho'  fuch  an  unnatural  Rebellion  of  the  Sub- 
jects againft  their  lawful  Sovereign  could  not 
be  fufficiently  detefted  by  every  truly  fober  and 
honeft  Mind  •,  yet  every  Sovereign    ought  to 
take  warning  by  this  and  fuch  like  Examples, 
and  remember  that  tho'  he  derives  his  Power 
and  Authority  from  God  himfelf,  neverthelefs 
the  Subjection  and  Obedience  of  the  Subjects  is 
very  often  but  a  frail  thing,  depending  in  great 
nieafure  on  their  Caprice  and  Fancy.     A  So- 
vereign is  the  living  Image  of  Almighty  God, 
it  is  true,  but  he  muft  mind  the  Duties  which 
fuch  a  Relation  lays  on  him,  he  muft  bear  fomc 
Refemblance  with  that  Almighty  which  he  re* 
prefents  upon  Earth:    How    can  he    mew   it 
forth?  not  always  by  the  Exercife  of  his  Au- 
thority to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  ;  if  fo,  the 
Caligula's,    Nero's,    Caracalla's,  the  worft  of 
the  Tyrants  would  have  proved  the  beft  Images 
of  that  Supreme  Being,    which   is   impious  to 
think  ;    but  by  his  Juftice,    Wifdom,  Good- 
nefs,    Tendernefs  to  his  People:    Doing   no- 
thing whereby    he  may  juftly    deferve    and 
draw  upon  himfelf  their  Contempt  and  Hatred. 
For  if  Men  carry  their  Audacioufnefs  fo  far  as 
to  blafpheme  their  own  Creator  and  Confer- 
vator,  and  to  trample  his  divine  and  dreaded 
Majefty  under  foot,    as    much  as   they    can, 
why  pay  they  not  be  bold  enough,  to  fpeak 

evil 


Book  VI.  Reformed  Churches  in  France^    575^ 
evil    of    his    Image,     and    to   rebel    againft  Henry IIF; 
him?  Of  this  Henry  III.  had  a  very  fad  Ex-    '589. 
perience,  which  mould  ferve  as  a  Leflbn  to  all   °^s  y" 
Princes  and  Sovereign  Magiftrates  *. 

*  That  Prince  was  fubje£t  every  Winter  to  fuch  me- 
lancholy Fits,  as  made  him  almoft  mad;  and  the 
more  fevere  the  Cold  was,  the  more  he  was  afflicted, 
which  to  be  fure  very  much  influenced  his  Conduft, 
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